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LAWS,  AND  ORDINANCES, 

RBLATIXO   TO  THE 


PAY,  HALF  PAY,  COBlMUTATIOIf  OP  HALF  PAY,  BOUNTY  LANDS, 
AND  OTHER  PROMISES  MADE  BY  CONGRESS 


OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION; 


SETTLEMENT  OP  THE  ACCOUNTS  BETWEEN   THE  UNITED 
STATES  AND  THE  SEVERAL  STATES; 


FUNDING  THE  REVOLUTIOl^ARY  DEBT. 


WASHINGTON: 

milTXD   BT   THOMAS  ALLBN. 
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In  compliance  with  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representattives  of 
the  United  States  of  April  11, 1836,  which  directs  that  <<  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  cause  to  be  compiled,  for  the  use  of  the  House,  in  chronological 
oidsr,aiid  under  appropriate  heads,  all  the  Resolves  and  Acts  of  CcHigress 
relating  to  the  pay,  half  pay,  omunutation  of  half  pay,  bounty  lands,  and 
other  promises  made  by  Congress  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the 
revolutionary  army;  also, a  S3rnopsfif  of  the  provisions  for  funding  the 
revolutionary  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  Acts  in  aid 
thereof;  also,  the  Acts  of  the  old  and  present  Governments  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  several 
States,  and  such  other  general  information,  to  be  ascertained  from  the 
archives  of  the  Government,  as  may  be  useful  in  the  settlement  of 
revolutionary  claims  now  pending,^'  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following. 

WALl'ER  S.  FRANKLIN, 
Clerk  qftht  House  of  Repreaentativet. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Ruolutums  and  Jlcts  qf  the  old  and  new  Chvern?nentSy  relating  t6  the 
pay  J  depreciation  qfpay,  half  pay  ^  and  commutation  iH  lieu  of  half 
pay  J  promised  to  the  Officers  and  Soldkre  qf  the  Revolution. 

[1775,  June  16.] 

Reaohedy  That  Iwo  aiajor  g^ietmb  be  appointed  for  the  American 
army; 

liiai  the  pay  of  each  of  the  major  generals  be  one  hundred  and  cdxty- 
mx  dollars  jMsr  month ; 

11^  when  any  of  these  act  in  a  separate  department,  he  be  allowed, 
for  his  pay  and  expenses,  three  hundred  and  thlrty4wo  dollars  per  month ; 

That  there  be  e^ht  brigadier  generals ; 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  brigadier  generals  be  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  per  month ; 

That  there  be  one  adiiitanC  general; 

That  his  pay  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  month ; 

That  there  be  one  commiBsary  general  ot  sioies  and  provisions; 

That  his  pay  b^  eighty  doUara  per  month ; 

That  there  be  one  quartermaster  general  for  the  grand  anny,  and  dne 
deputy  under  him  for  the  separate  army ; 

That  the  pay  of  the  quartermaster  general  be  eighty  dollars  p«r  month, 
and  that  of  the  deputy  forty  dollars  per  mmith ; 

That  there  be  (me  pajrmaster  general,  and  a  deputy  under  him,  ftr  the 
army,  ki  a  separate  dq^^artment ;  that  the  pay,  for  the  paymaster  general 
himself,  b6  one  hundred  dollars  per  month ;  and  for  the  deputy  paymaster, 
under  him,  fifty  dollars  per  month ; 

That  IheKB  be  one  diief  engteeer  ai  the.  gTMd  anny,  and  that  his  pay 
be  nxty  dollars  per  month ; 

That  two  assistants  be  employed  under  him,  and  that  the  pay  of  each 
of  them  be  twenty  dollars  per  month ; 

That  Aete  be  one  chief  engfaieer  for  Ihe  army,  in  a  separate  depart- 
ment, and  two  assistants  under  him;  that  die  pay  of  the  chief  engmeer 
be  sixty  dollars  per  montb>  and  the  pay  of  the  aMstants  each  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month; 
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That  there  be  three  aids-de^^amp,  and  that  their  pay  be  thirty-three 
dollars  per  month  each ; 

That  there  be  a  secretary  to  the  general,  and  that  his  pay  be  sixty  dol- 
lars per  month ;      ~ 

That  there  be  a  secretary  to  the  major  general,  acting  in  a  separate 
department,  and  that  his  pay  be  thirty-three  dollars  per  month  ; 

That  there  be  a  commissary  of  musters,  and  that  his  pay  be  forty  dol- 
lars per  month. 

[1775,  July  29.] 

Reaohedy  That  the  pay  of  the  oommissary  general  of  musters  be  forty 
dollars  per  month ; 

Deputy  commissary  general  of  stores  and  provisions,  sixty  dollars  per 
month; 

Deputy  adjutant  general,  fifty  dollars  per  month  ; 

Deputy  muster-master  general,  forty  dollars  per  month ; 

Brigade  major,  thirty-three  doUars  per  month ; 

Commissary  of  artillery,  thirty  dollars  per  month ; 

Judge  advocate,  twenty  doUan  per  month ; 

Colonel,  fifty  dollars  per  month ; 

Lieutenant  colonel,  forty  dollars  per  month  -, 

Major,  thirty-three  dollars  and  one-third  per  month ; 

Captain,  twenty  dollars  per  month ; 

Lieutenant,  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  month ; 

Ensign,  ten  dollars  per  month ; 

Sergeant,  eight  dollars  per  month ; 

Corporal,  drummer,  and  fifer,  each  seven  dollars  and  one-third  per 
month ; 

Private,  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  month ; 

Adjutant,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  month ; 

Quartermaster,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  mdnth ; 

Chaplain,  twenty  dollars  per  month ; 

That  in  the  artillery,- the  pay  of  a  captain  be  twenty-six  dollars  and 
two-thirds  per  month; 

Captain  Iteutfanant,  twenty  dollars  per  month ; 

Lieutenants,  first  and  second,  eighteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  month ; 

Lieutenant  fire-worker,  thirteen  dollars  and  one-third  per  month; 

Sergeant,  eight  dollars  and  one-third  per  month ; 

Corporal,  seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  month ; 

Bombardier,  seven  dollars  per  month ; 

Matross,  six  dollars  and  five-sixths  of  a  dollar  per  month ; 

That  the  appointment  of  provost-marshal,  wagon-master,  and  master- 
carpenter,  be  left  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  who  is  to  fix 
th^ir  pay ;  having  regard  to  the  pay  they  receive  in  the  ministerial  army) 
and  the  proportion  ttmt  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  said  army  bears  to  the 
pay  of  our  officers. 

[1776,  July  5.] 

Seabhedy  Thai  a  diaplain  b^  appointed  to  each  regiment  in  the  conti- 
nental army,  and  that  their  allowance  be  increased  to  thiriy4hree  dol- 
lars and  oiie4hud  of  a  doU^  per  month. 
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[1778,  April  18.] 

Sesolvedj  That  the  pay  of  a  brigadier  of  cavalry  be  one  hundred  and 
My-six  dollars  and  a  quarter  per  month. 

NoTx. — Under  Mibsf^quent  organizations  of  the  army,  the  pay  of  the  oflBcert  of  the  gm* 
tnl  si^ff  was,  at  rarioiu  periods,  increased  or  modified.  Such  changes,  however,  had  no 
bearmg  ob  the  ultimate  pronises  of  Congfress,  involving  commtttation  pay  and  bounty  lands. 
It  the  Cdiiclusion  of  the  war ;  such  pay  and  bounty  being  expliciUy  limited  and  regulated 
^j  the  liened  rank  of  the  officers  to  whom  it  was  granted. 


Half  pay  for  seven  years  to  officers,  and  a  gratuity  of  Jj80  to  the  non- 
commissioned offixiers  and  soldiers. 

[1778,  May  15.] 

Resolved,  unanimottsfy,  That  all  military  officers  commissioned  by 
Congress,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  these 
United  States,  and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and  not  hold 
any  office  of  profit  under  these  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall,  after  the  con- 
dusion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  annually,  for  the  term  of  seven 
years,  if  they  Uve  so  long,  one-half  of  the  present  pay  of  such  officers  : 
Provided,  That  no  general  officer  of  the  cavalry,  artillery,  or  infantry 
diall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  one-half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  col- 
onel of  such  corps  respectively :  n^nd  provided,  That  this  resolution  shall 
not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  imless  he 
^lall  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to,  and  shall  actually  reside  within, 
some  one  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  every  non-commissiOned  miUtary  officer 
and  soldier  whohath  enhsted,  or  shall  enlist,  into  the  service  of  these 
States  for  and  during  the  war,  and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end 
thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  farther  reward  of  eighty  dollars 
at  the  expiration  of  the  war. 

[1778,  May  21.) 

Monthly  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiexs  of  the  continental  lines,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  fixing  the  arrangement  of  the 
American  army  on  the  27th  of  May,  1778,  which  rate  of  pay  (as  it  re- 
garded  rank  in  the  line  of  the  army)  continued  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
and  formed  the  basis  of  the  settlements  with  the  officers  for  their  com- 
matation  of  five  years'  full  pay. 

I.  Infantry. 


Pay  per 

month. 

Pay  per  moatb* 

Colonels,     - 

• 

$75 

Sei^eant  majors,     - 

-    «io 

Lieutenant  colonels, 

- 

60 

Quartermaster  sergeants, 

.       10 

Majors, 

- 

50 

Sergeants,  - 

-       lO 

Captains,    - 

- 

40 

Drum  majors, 

.       H 

Captain  lieutenants, 

- 

26| 

Fife  majors, 

9 

Lieutenants, 

• 

26| 

Drununers  and  fifers. 

-     n 

Ensigns, 

. 

20 

Corporals,    - 

-         7» 

Surgeons,    - 

- 

60 

Privates,     - 

-         6t 

8ui^[eon's  mates,     - 
2 

- 

40 

10 


Paymasters,        ^    taken 
Adjutants,    .       >  from 
Quartermasters, )     line' 


In  addition  to  their  pay  as 
officers  ^L  tb«  line. 


11.  Artillery. 


,  Copmifliioned. 

Colonels,   - 
Lieutenant  colonels, 
Majors,     - 
Captains,  - 
Captain  lieutenants. 
First  lieutenants,  - 
Second  lieutenants, 
Surgeons,  - 
Surgeons'  mates,   - 
Sergeant  major,     - 

Paymaster, 

Adjutant, 


Pty  per  month. 

-  lilOO 

-  75 
.       62i 

-  50 

-  33i 
•    .       33J 

-  Sdi 

-  75 
.       50 

-  HI* 
^  to  be  taken  C 
5-  from  the   < 


Comminioiied.  Pty  per  month*. 

QuartermaetCT  sergeants,     -    llff 


Drum  mnjors, 
Fife  majors. 
Sergeants,    - 
Bombardiers, 
Corporals,    - 
Gunners, 

Driunmers  and  fifers, 
Matrosses,  - 


lOU 

1038 

10 
9 
9 

4 


Quartermaster, )       line.       ( 


,  g  /  In  addition  to  their  pay  as 
jg  f        officers  in  the  line. 


III.  Cavalry. 


Colonel, 

Lieutenant  colonel. 
Major, 
Captain, 
Lieutenant, 
Comet, 
Surgeons,    - 
Surgeons'  mates, 
Ridmg  master. 

Paymaster, 
Adjutant 


.  $93i 

.  75 

-  60 
.  50 

-  33J 
-.  26f 

-  60 
.  40 

-  33i 

^  to  be  taken  C 
>  from  the   < 


Quartermaster  sergeant, 
Sergeants,   - 
Trumpet  major, 
Trumpeters, 
Corporals,   - 
Dragoons,   - 
Saddler, 
Farrier, 


$15 
15 
U 
10 
10 

10 
10 


, .  f  In  addition  to  their  pay  at 


Captain  of  provosts 
Lieutenants, 
Clerk, 
Seygewxts,  - 


IV.  Provost* 

^50  Corporals,   - 

33i  Thimpeter,  - 

33i  Roovosts  or  privates, 

15  Executioner, 


Engineses. 


captains,    -  -  - 

lieutenants. 

Sergeants,  ... 

Aid-de^camp, 

Brigade  quartermaster, 

Brigade  major, 


$50 
33i 
10 


Corporals, 
Privates, 


-  «10 

-  10 
"  8* 

-  10 


$9 

Si 


SIS- 


addition  to  their  pay  as 
officers  inthe  line. 
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Onejftar^spuy  to  supernumerary  officers. 

[1778,  November  21.] 

Whereas,  from  the  alteration  of  the  estabMiment,  and  other  causes, 
many  valuable  officers  have  been,  and  may  be,  omitted  in  the  new  ar^ 
rangenient  as  being  Supernumerary,  who,  from  their  conduct  and  services, 
are  entitled  to  the  honorable  notice  of  Congress,  and  to  a  siritable  provision 
until  they  can  return  to  civU  life  with  advantage  : 

Resolved  J  therefore,  That  Congress  gratefully  acknowledge  the  faithful 
services  of  such  officers,  knd  that  all  supernumerary  officers  be  entitled  to 
one  year's  pay  of  their  commissions  respectively,  to  be  computed  from 
the  time  such  officers  had  leave  of  absence  from  the  commander-in-«hief 
on  this  account ;  and  Congress  do  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several 
States  to  which  such  officers  belong,  to  make  such  further  provision  for 
them  as  their  respective  circumstances  may  entitle  them  to. 

[1779,  May  2j^.] 

Sesolved,  That  all  continental  officers  who  are  or  may  be  exchanged, 
and  not  continued  in  the  service,  be,  after  5uch  exchange,  considered  as 
supemmnerary  officers,  and  entitled  to  the  pay  provided  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  24th  November  last. 


Half  pay  fi^  seven  years  granted  to  officers,  fyc,,  extended  to  mdotos 
and  orphans  of  those  officers,  fyc. 

[1780,  August  24.] 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  15th  day  of  May,  1778,  granting 
half  pay  for  seven  yeafs  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  contihue 
in  die  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widows  of  those 
officers  who  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  in  the  service ;  to  com- 
mence from  the  time  of  such  officers'  death,  and  continue  for  the  term  of 
seven  years :  or  if  there  be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  inter^ 
marriage,  the  said  half  pay  be  given  to  the  orphan  children  of  the  officer 
dying  as  aforesaid,  if  he  shall  have  left  any  ;  and  tliat  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  to  which  such  officerti  be- 
long, to  make  provision  for  paying  the  same  on  accoimt  of  the  United 
States;  that  the  restricting  clause  in  the  resolution  of  May  15,  1778, 
granting  half  pay  to  the  officers  for  seven  years,  expressed  in  these  words, 
viz ;  "  and  not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  these  States,  or  any  of 
them,'*  be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed. 


Pay  and  establishment  of  the  officers  of  the  hospital  d^Htrtment  and 

medical  staff. 

[1780,  September  30.] 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  estabUshmient  of  the  officers  of  the  hospi- 
tal department  and  medical  staflf  be  as  follows ; 

Director,  150  dollars  per  month,  two  rations  for  himself,  and  one  for 
his  servant  per  day,  and  forage  for  two  horses. 


Chief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  anny  and  hospitals,  eadi  140  do. 
lars  per  month,  two  rations  per  day,  and  forage  for  two  horses. 

Purveyor  and  apothecary,  each  130  dollars  per  month. 

Physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospitals,  each  120  dollars  per  month, 
^ne  ration  per  day,  and  forage  for  one  horse. 

Assistant  purveyors  and  apothecaries,  each  75  dollars  per  month. 

Regimental  surgeons,  each  65  dollars  per  month,  one  ration  per  day, 
and  forage  for  one  horse. 

Surgeons'  mates,  in  the  hospitals,  50  dollars  per  month,  one  ration  per 
day. 

Surgeons'  mates  in  the  army,  45  dollars  per  month,  one  ration  per  day. 

Steward  for  each  hospital,  35  dollars  per  month,  one  ration  per  day. 

Wardmaster  for  each  hospital,  25  dollars  per  month,  one  ration  per  day. 


Half  pay /or  seven  years  to  supernumerary  officers y  under  the  reform 
of  the  army,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  January y  1731. 

1780,  October  3.] 

Whereas,  by  the  aforegoing  arrangement,  many  deserving  oflScers  must 
become  supernumerary,  and  it  is  proper  that  regard  be  had  to  them : 

Resolved,  That,  from  the  time  the  reform  of  the  army  takes  place,  they 
be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  seven  years,  in  specie,  or  other  current  money 
equivalent,  and  also  grants  of  lands  at  the  close  of  the  war,  agreeably  to 
the  resolution  of  the  16th  September,  1776. 


Half  pay  for  l\fe  to  supernumerary  officers,  under  the  reform  cf  the 
army,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  Jantuiry,  1781. 

[1780,  October  21.] 

Resolved,  That  the  commander-in-chief  and  commanding  officer  in  the 
Southern  department  direct  the  officers  of  each  State  to  meet  and  agree 
upon  the  officers  for  the  regiments  to  be  raised  by  their  respective  States, 
from  those  who  incline  to  continue  in  service,  and  where  it  cannot  be 
done  by  agreement,  to  be  determined  by  seniority,  and  make  return  of 
4hose  who  are  to  remain ;  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress  ;  together 
Avith  the  names  of  the  officers  reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half  pay 
Jfor  life. 

That  the  officers  who  shall  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the 
-war  shall  also  be  entitled  to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  their  reduction. 

[1780,  November  28.] 

Some  doubts  having  arisen  in  the  minds  of  the  general  officers,  whether 
the  resolution  of  the  21st  October  last,  granting  half  pay  for  life  to  the 
officers  who  shall  remain  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  was  meant  to 
^extend  to  them : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  half  pay  for  life  be  extended  to  aU  major  gen- 
erals and  brigadier  generals  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of 
the  war : 

That  the  resolution  of  the  21st  October  was  so  meant  and  intended. 
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Allowance  during  life  in  lieu  of  half  pat/  to  the  officers  of  the  hospital 
department  and  medical  staff. 

[1781,  January  17.] 

Whereas,  by  the  plan  for  conducting  the  hospital  department,  passed  vol 
Congress  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  no  proper  establishment  is  pro- 
vided for  the  officers  of  the  medical  staff,  after  their  dismission  from  pub- 
lic service,  which,  considering  the  custom  of  other  nations,  and  the  late 
provision  made  for^the  officers  of  the  army,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  they  appear  to  have  a  just  claim  to  :  for  remedy  whereof,  and  also^ 
for  amending  several  parts  of  the  above-mentioned  plan, 

Resolvedy  That  all  officers  in  the  hospitjj  department  and  medical  stafT 
heremafter  mentioned,  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  or  be  reduced  before  that  time  as  supernumeraries,  shall  be  entitled 
to,  and  receive  during  life,  in  lieu  of  half  pay,  the  following  allowance,  viz*: 

The  director  of  the  hospital  equal  to  the  hali  pay  of  a  lieutenant  col6neL 

Chief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  army  and  hospital,  and  hospital 
physicians  and  surgeons,  purveyor,  apothecary,  and  regimental  surgeons, 
each  equal  to  the  half  pay  of  a  captain. 


Half  pay  for  life  to  chaplains. 

[1781,  May  8.] 

Resolved,  That  the  commander-in-chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  directed  to  arrange  the  brigade  chaplains  of  the  several  State  lines 
serving  with  the  army,  and  the  commanding  general  of  the  Southern  army, 
those  of  the  line  serving  with  that  army  ;  so  as  to  retain  in  service  no  moi'e^ 
chaplains  of  each  line  than  are  equal  to  the  munber  of  brigades. 

That  every  chaplain  deemed  and  certified  to  the  board  of  war  to  be 
supernumerary,  be  no  longer  continued  in  service,  and  be  entitled  to 
have  their  depreciation  made  good,  and  to  the  half  pay  of  captains  for  life*^ 


Resolutions  relating  to  depreciation  of  pay. 

[1780,  April  10.] 

Resolved,  That  when  Congress  shall  be  furnished  with  proper  docu- 
ments to  liquidate  the  depreciation  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  they 
will,  as  soon  thereafter  as  the  state  of  the  public  finances  will  admit,  make 
good  to  the  line  of  the  army  and  the  independent  corps  thereof  the  defiw 
ciency  of  their  original  pay,  occasioned  by  such  depreciation^  and  that 
the  money  and  articles  heretofore  paid  or  furnished,  or  hereafter  to  be  paid 
or  furnished  by  Congress  or  the  States,  or  any  of  them,  as  for  pay,  sub* 
sistence,  or  to  compensate  for  deficiencies,  shall  be  deemed  as  advanced 
on  account,  until  such  liquidation  as  aforesaid  shall  be  adjusted  \  it  being 
the  determination  of  Congress  that  all  the  troops  serving  in  the  continental 
army  shall  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing:  Provided,  No  person  shall  have 
any  benefit  of  this  resolution,  except  such  as  were  engaged  to  serve  during 
4e  war,  or  for  three  years,  and  are  now  in  service,  or  shall  hereafter  en- 
gage during  the  war. 
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[1781,  December  31,] 

Oil  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander- 
in-chief,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  respect- 
ing a  number  of  oflficers  not  belonging  to  the  line  of  any  particidar  State 
or  separate  corps  of  the  army  : 

Resolved^  That  all  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  below  the  rank  of 
brigadier  general,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  line  of  any  particular  State  or 
separate  corps  of  the  army,  and  are  entitled  by  acts  of  Congress  to  pay 
and  subsistence,  shall  have  the  same,  with  the  depreciation  of  their  pay, 
made  good  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1782. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
make  returns  to  Congress,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  January,  1782,  of 
the  names  and  rank  of  all  the  officers  necessary  to  be  retained  in  service, 
that  are  included  in  the  preceding  resolution. 

ResQlvedy  That  all  officers  included  in  the  foregoing  description,  and 
whose  names  shall  not  be  inserted  in  the  returns  directed  to  be  made  in 
the  preceding  resolution,  shall  be  considered  as  retiring  from  service  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1782:  Provided^  always^  That  nothing  contained 
in  these  resolutions  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  prevent  or  hinder  any  offi- 
cer that  shall  retire  as  aforesaid,  from  enjoying  all  the  emoluments  that  he 
may,  upon  retiring,  be  entitled  to  by  any  former  acts  of  Congress. 

Resolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  respectively,  to 
settle  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  that  are  inhabitants  of 
their  respective  States,  and  shall  retire  from  service  under  the  preceding 
resolutions,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  settled  with  the  officers  of  the  line 
of  their  State,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States;  and  that  the  de- 
predation of  all  the  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  not  being  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  nor  belonging  to  the  line  of  any  State,  be  settled  upon 
the  same  scale  by  which  the  settlement  was  made  with  the  officers  and 
privates  of  Colonel  Hazen's  regiment. 

Note. — The  sereral  States,  in  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  Congressy  made 
settlements  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  each  of  them,  respectively^  for  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay,  commencing  on  the  1st  January,  1777,  and  estimating  in  specie  all 
lams  of  continental  money  by  them  received  at  diflferent  periods,  agreeably  to  scales  of  de- 
preciation made  for  the  purpose,  and  granted  certificates  for  the  balances  found  due ;  all  of 
which  was  charged  against  the  United  States  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  re- 
spective States  with  the  United  States. 


Commtctation  for  five  ytars*  fall  pay  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  for  lift 
promised  by  the  resolutions  of  the  3d  and  2lst  October y  1780. 

[1783,  March  22.] 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  together  with  a  memorial  of  the  officers 
of  the  army.  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  the  officers  of  the  several  lines  under  the  immediate  command 
of  his  excellency  Greneral  Washington,  did,  by  their  late  memorial  trans- 
mitted by  theii  committee,  represent  to  Congress  that  the  half  pay  granted 
by  sundry  resolutions  was  regarded  in  an  unfavorable  light  by  the 
citizens  of  some  of  these  States,  who  would  prefer  a  compensation 
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for  a  limited  tenn  of  years,  or  by  a  sum  in  gross,  to  an  establisbonenit  ^ 
life ;  and  did^  on  that  acGOunt^  solicit  a  commutation  of  their  haJf  pay  for 
an  equivalent  in  one  of  the  two  modes  above  mentioned,  in  order  to  re* 
ZDOve  all  subject  of  dissatisfaction  iOrom  the  minds  of  their  fellow-citizens : 
and  whereas  Congress  are  desirous  as  well  of  gratifying  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  officers  of  the  army  as  of  removing  all  objection^ 
which  may  exist  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  principle  of  the 
half-^pay  establishment,  for  which  the  fiith  of  the' United  States  hath  been 
pledged :  persuaded  that  those  objections  can  only  arise  from  the  nature 
of  the  compensation,  not  irom  any  indisposition  to  compensate  those 
whose  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  have  so  just  a  title  to  the  appro* 
bation  and  rewards  of  their  country :  Therefore, 

Besolved,  That  such  officers  as  are  now  in  service,  and  shall  continue 
therein  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  be  entided  to  receive  the  amount  of 
five  years'  full  pay  in  money,  or  securities  on  interest,  at  six  per  cent  per 
annum,  aa  Congress  shall  find  most  convenient,  instead  of  the  half  pay 
promised  for  life  by  the  resolution  of  the  31st  day  of  October,  1780  ;  the 
said  securities  to  be  such  as  shall  be  given  to  other  creditors  of  the  United 
States  :  Provided^  It  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the  respective  Statee, 
and  not  of  officers  individually  in  those  lines,  to  accept  or  refuse  the  same : 
Jlndpromdedj  a/9o,That  their  election  shall  be  siffnified  to  Congress  through 
the  commander-in-cliief,  firom  the  lines  under  his  inunediate  command, 
within  two  months,  and  through  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Southern 
army  from  those  under  his  command,  within  six  months,  from  the  date  of 
this  resolution :  That  the  same  commutation  shall  extend  to  the  corps  not 
belonging  to  the  lines  of  particular  States,  and  who  are  entided  to  half 
pay  for  life  as  aforesaid  ;  the  acceptance  or  refusal  to  be  determined  by 
corps,  and  to  be  signified  in  the  same  manner,  and  within  the  same  time, 
as  above  mentioned :  That  all  officers  belonging  to  the  hospital  depaxl- 
ment,  who  are  entided  to  half  pay  by  the  resolution  of  the  17th  day  of 
January,  1781,  may  collectively  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesaid 
commutation,  signifying  the  same,  tturough  the  commander-iurchief,  within 
«ix  months  from  this  time :  That  such  officers  as  have  retired  at  differetit 
periods,  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  may  collectively,  in  each  State  of 
which  they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refuse  the  same;  their  acceptaaee  or 
reftisal  to  be  signified  by  agents  authorized  for  that  purpose,  within  eix 
months  from  this  period :  That  with  respect  to  such  retiring  officers,  the 
commutation,  if  accepted  by  them,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may  be 
now  due  to  them  since  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  service,  as  well  as 
of  what  alight  hereafter  become  due  ;  and  that  so  soon  as  their  acceptance 
ahall  be  signified,  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  take  n^asures  for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  aoccNrdingly, 
and  to  issue  to  them  certificates  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent:  That  all 
officers  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life  not  included  in  the  preceding  resolu*- 
tion,  may  also  collectively  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  afbresaid  conunu- 
tation,  signifpng  the  same  within  six  months  fir<Hn  this  time. 

[1783,  May  16.] 

jRe$olpedf  That  the  commutation  in  lieu  of  half  pay,  as  well  to  chaplains 
as  to  the  officers  of  the  ho^ital  department  and  m^cal  staff,  shaU  be 
calculated  by  what  they  are  respectively  entitled  to,  agreeably  to  the  loi* 
olutions  of  the  1 7th  of  January  and  8th  of  May,  1 78 1 . 


16 

X17S4,  January  26.] 

Besolvedj  That  half  pay  cannot  be  allowed  to  any  officer,  or  to  any  class- 
or  denomination  of  officers,  to  whom  it  has  not  heretofore  been  expressly- 
promised. 

[1784,  February  11.] 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  20th  January  last,  from 
J.  Pierce,  paymaster  general,  respecting  claims  which  have  been  made  by 
certain  officers  to  half  pay  and  the  commutation  for  half  pay,  report: 

"That,  by  a  resolve  of  November  24,  1778,  it  was  provided  that  all 
-deranged  officers  should  be  entitled  to  one  year's  pay;  an4  it  was  further 
provided,  that  officers  who  had  been  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  and  then 
were,  or  thereafter  might  be  exchanged,  should,  if  appointed  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  State,  be  entitled  to  retimi  into  the  service  in  the  same  rank 
they  would  have  had  if  they  had  not  been  captured,  under  certain  re- 
strictions, and  that  they  should  receive  half  pay  till  the  time  of  their  enter- 
ing again  into  the  service.  Under  this  act  cert^iin  officers  claim  half  pay 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  the  commutation  for  half  pay  from  that  period 
dming  life:  on  which  the  committee  observe,  that  the  half  pay  first  men- 
tioned was  promised  as  a  temporary  support  to  such  officeA  as  should  be 
reappointed  by  their  respective  States,  and  to  none  besides;  and  that  all 
other  continental  officers  who  have  been  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  and 
deranged,  are  entitled  to  one  year's  pay,  and  nothing  besides.  That  such 
was  the  intention  of  Congress,  is  explained  by  the  subsequent  acts  of  May 
22,  1779,  and  May  26,  1781.  There  is  no  act  under  which  those  officers 
can  claim  the  commutation  for  half  pay.  It  is  provided,  by  a  resolve  of 
the  28th  June,  1782,  ^that  there  shall  be  such  additional  pay  and  emolu- 
ments to  the  pay  of  captains  and  subalterns  serving  as  aids-de-camp  to 
major  and  brigadier  generals,  and  to  brigade  majors,  as  shall  make  their 
jmy  and  emoluments  equal  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major  in  the 
line  of  the  s^rmy.'  Under  this  resolution  certain  aids  and  brigade  majors, 
who  are  captains  or  subalterns  in  the  line,  claim  commutation  equal  to 
that  of  a  major  in  the  line.  This  claim  appears,  for  sundry  reasons,  to  be 
ill-founded.  The  offices  which  those  gentlemen  held  out  of  the  line  were 
temporary,  and  the  additional  pay  and  emoluments  were  certainly  prom- 
ised to  them  while  they  continued  to  serve  in  those  offices,  and  no  longer*  , 
If  they  are  supposed  to  foimd  their  claim  to  the  commutation  of  a  major, 
under  the  head  of  additional  emoluments,  their  claim  must  be  ill-founded; 
for  it  is  clear,  from  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  that  pay  and  emoluments 
do  not  signify  the  same  thing,  but  the  commutation  is  the  substitute  for 
pay  alone,  or  half  pay,  and  nt»t  for  rations  nor  any  other  emolument.  On 
the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  paymaster  general,  in 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  army,  in  all  claims  which  may  be  brought  for* 
half  pay  or  commutation,  should  be  determined  by  the  act  of  the  26th 
January,  1784." 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

[1785,  March  8.] 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  who  retired  under  the  resolve  of  the  31st 
December,  1781,  are  equally  entitled  to  the  half  pay  or  commutation  with 
those  officers  who  retired  under  the  resolves  of  the  3d  and  21st  October^ 
1780. 
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[1828,  May  15.] 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surr'Tingf  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolu* 

tioD. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembledy  That  each  of  the 
officers  of  the  anny  of  the  Revolution  in  the  continental  line,  who  was 
entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  resolve  of  October  twepty  first,  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty,  be  authorized  to  receive,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of  his  full  pay  in  said 
line,  accordmg  to  his  rank  in  the  line,  to  begin  on  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  to  continue  during  his  nat- 
ural life :  Provided^  That  under  this  act  no  officer  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  lai^er  sum  than  the  full  pay  of  a  captain  in  said  line. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  any  of  said  officers 
has  received  money  of  the  United  States  as  a  pensioner,  since  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  aforesaid, 
the  sum  so  received  shall  be  deducted  from  what  said  officer  would 
otherwise  be  entitled  to  under  the  first  section  of  this  act;  and  every 
pension  to  which  said  officer  is  now  entitled  shall  cease  after  the  passage 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  surviving  non-commls- 
soned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  in  said  army,  who  enlisted  therein  for 
and  during  the  war,  and  continued  in  service  until  its  termination,  and 
thereby  became  entitled  to  receive  a  reward  of  eighty  dollars,  under  a 
resolve  of  Congress  passed  May  fifteenth,  seventeen  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-eight, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  full  monthly  pay  in  said  service, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasmy  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  begin 
on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six, 
and  to  continue  during  his  natural  life :  Provided,  That  no  non-conmiis^ 
sioned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  in  said  army,  who  is  now  on  the  pen- 
sion list  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pay  allowed  by  this  act 
ahall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  paid  to 
die  officer  or  soldier  entitled  thereto,  or  to  their  authorized  attorney,  at 
such  places  and  days  as  said  Secretary  may  direct;  and  that  no  foreign 
officer  shall  be  entitled  to  said  pay,  nor  shall  any  officer  or  soldier  receive 
the  same,  until  he  furnish  to  said  Secretary  satisfactory  evidence  that  he 
is  entitled  to  the  same,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and 
the  pay  allowed  by  this  act  shall  not,  in  any  way,  be  transferable  or  Ua- 
ble  to  attachment,  levy,  or  seizure,  by  any  legal  process  whatever,  but 
shall  enure  wholly  to  the  personal  benefit  of  the  officer  or  soldier  entitled 
to  the  same  by  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  ^nrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  said  pay  as  ac- 
crued by  the  provisions  of  this  act  before  the  third  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-eight,  shall  be  paid  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  enti- 
ded  to  the  same,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  the  maimer  and  under  the  pro- 
yifflons  before  mentioned;  and  the  pay  which  shall  accrue  after  said  day, 
shall  be  paid  semi-annually,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same  pro- 
visions. 
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[1832,  July  5.] 

An  Act  to  provide  for  liquidating  and  paying  certw  claims  of  the  State  of  Vit^ginia. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ef  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemhiedy  That  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  do  hquidate  and  pay  ttie  accounts  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  against  the  United  Stales,  for  payntients 
to  the  officers  conunanding  in  the  Virginia  Une  in  the  war  of  rtie  Revo* 
lutiou,  on  account  of  half  pay  for  life  promised  the  officers  aforesaid  by 
that  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

Sec,  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  smd  he  is  hereby  required  and  directed,  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Virginia 
the  amount  of  the  judgments  which  have  been  rendered  against  the  said 
State,  for  and  on  account  of  the  promise  contained  in  an  act  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vii^inia,  in  the  month  of  May, 
anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  in  fa^ 
vor  of  the  officers  or  representatives  of  officers  of  the  regiments  and 
corps  hereinafter  recited,  and  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  -five  dollars,  to 
wit: 

First.  To  the  officers,  or  their  legal  representatives,  of  the  regiment 
commanded  by  the  late  Colonel  Greorge  Gibson,  the  amount  of  the  judge- 
ments which  they  have  obtained,  and  whidi  are  now  imsatisfied. 

Second.  To  the  officers,  or  their  legal  representatives,  of  the  regiment 
denominated  the  second  State  regiment,  commanded  at  times  by  Colonels 
Brent  and  Dabney,  the  amount  of  the  judgments  which  they  have  ob- 
tained, and  which  are  now  unsatisfied. 

Third.  To  the  officers,  or  their  legal  representatives,  of  the  regiments 
of  Colonels  Clark  and  Crockett,  and  Captain  Rogers's  troop  of  cavalry, 
who  were  employed  in  the  Illinois  service,  the  amount  of  the  judgments 
which  they  have  obtained,  and  which  are  now  imsatisfied. 

Fourth.  To  the  officers,  or  their  legal  represwitatives,  serving  in  the 
regiment  of  State  artillery,  commanded  by  the  late  Colonel  'Marshall,  and 
those  serving  in  the  State  garrison  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Mu- 
ter, and  serving  in  the  State  cavalry,  commanded  by  Major  Nelson,  the 
amoimt  of  the  judgnaents  which  they  have  obtained,  and  which  are  now 
unsatisfied. 

Fifth.  To  the  officers,  or  their  legal  representatives,  who  served  in  the 
navy  of  Virginia,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  amount  of  the 
judgments  which  they  have  obtained,  and  which  are  now  unsatisfied. 

Sec.  3.  jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  adjust  and  settle  those  claims 
for  half  pay,  of  the  officers  of  the  aforesaid  regiments  and  corps,  which 
have  not  been  paid  or  prosecuted  to  judgments,  against  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  for  which  said  State  would  be  bound,  on  the  principles  of  the 
half-pay  cases  ahready  decided  in  the  supnreme  court  of  appeals  of  said 
State;  which  several  sums  of  money  herein  directed  to  be  settled  or  paid 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated by  law. 

[1835,MWch3.] 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  the  office 
of  Commissioner  of  Pensions,"  approved  the  3d  day  of  March,  1835,  the 


1# 

duties  to  be  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  two  last-recited  acts,  were  transferred  to,  and  made  the  duties 
of,  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-five. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Resolutions  J  Ordinances  y  and  %Acts  of  the  old  and  new  OovernmentSy 
providing  Bounty  Lands  for  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, 

[1776,  September  16.] 

Resolved^  That  eigthy-eight  battalions  be  enlisted  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  serve  during  the  present  war ;  and  that  each  State  furnish  their  respec- 
tive quotas  in  the  following  proportions,  &c. 

That  Congress  make  provision  for  granting  lands  in  the  following  pro- 
portions :  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  so  engage  in  the  service, 
and  continue  therein  until  the  close  of  the  war,  or  imtil  discharged  by  Con- 
gress, and  to  the  representatives  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  be 
dain  by  the  enemy.  Such  lands  to  be  provided  by  the  United  States  ;  and 
whatever  expense  shall  be  necessary  to  procure  such  land,  the  said  expense 
shall  be  paid  and  borne  by  the  States,  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other 
expenses  of  the  war,  viz  : 

To  a  colonel  -  -  -  500  acres. 

"    "  lieutenant  colonel         -  -  450 

"    "  major,  -  -  -  400 

"    "  captain,  .  -  -  300 

"    "  lieutenant,       ...  200 

"    "  ensign,  -  -  -  150 

each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  100 

[1776,  September  18.] 

That  the  bounty  and  grants  of  land  oflfered  by  Congress,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  16th  instant,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  en- 
gage in  the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the  war,  shall  extend  to  all 
who  are  or  shall  be  enlisted  for  that  term. 

[1776,  November  12.] 

Resolvedy  That  all  non-conamissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  do  not 
incline  to  engage  their  service  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war, 
and  shall  enlist  to  serve  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress, 
shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  all  such  bounty  and  pay  as  are  allowed 
to  those,  who  enlist  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  except  the 
100  acres  of  land ;  which  land  is  to  be  granted  to  those  only  who  enlist 
without  such  limitation  of  time. 

[1780,  August  12.] 

.  Resolvedy  That  the  provision  for  granting  lands  by  the  resolution  of 
September  16, 1776,  is  hereby  extended  to  the  general  officers,  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportion : 

To  a  major  general,  -  -  1,100  acres. 

"   "  brigadier  general,      -  -  850     " 
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Extract  from  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  this  date^  estabUshing 
the  hospital  department  and  medical  staff. 

[1780,  September  30.] 

Resolved,  That  the  several  ofiSicers  whose  pay  is  established  as  above 
(except  the  stewards  and  ward-masters)  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  be 
entitled  to  a  certain  provision  of  land,  in  the  proportion  following,  viz  : 

The  director  to  have  the  same  as  a  brigadier  general ; 

Chief  physician  and  purveyor  the  same  as  a  colonel ; 

Physicians  and  sm^eons  and  apothecary,  the  same  as  a  lieutenant 
colonel ; 

Regimental  surgeons,  and  assistants  to  the  piureyor  and  apothecary, 
tiie  same  as  a  major ; 

Hospital  and  regimental  surgeons'  mates,  the  same  as  a  captain. 

[1780,  October  3.] 

Congress,  by  their  resolutions  of  this  date,  made  a  new  arrangepient  of 
the  army, to  take  effect  on  the  1st  January  following;  and,  on  the  ground 
that,  by  said  arrangement,  many  deserving  officers  must  become  super- 
numerary, and  it  was  proper  that  regard  be  hard  to  them,  it  was 

Resolved,  That,  from  the  time  the  reform  of  the  army  takes  place,  they 
be  entitled  to  grants  of  land  at  the  close  of  the  war,  agreeably  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  16th  September,  1776. 


Ordinance  of  Congress  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  cf  the 
public  lands  in  the  Western  Territory. 

[1785,  May  20.] 

Whereas  Congress,  by  their  resolutions  of  the  16th  and  18th  Septem- 
ber, 1776,  and  12th  August,  1780,  stipulated  certain  grants  of  laiuls  to 
certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  continental  army ;  and  by  their 
resohition  of  the  30th  day  of  September,  1780,  stipulated  grants  of  land 
to  certain  officers  in  the  hospital  department  and  medical  staff  of  the 
late  continental  army :  for  complying,  therefore,  with  such  engagements, 
Be  it  ordained.  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  the  returns  in  his  office, 
or  such  other  sufficient  evidence  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  admit, 
determine  wiio  are  the  objects  of  the  above  resolutions  and  engagements, 
and  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  such  persons,  or  their  representatives, 
are  respectively  entitled ;  and  cause  the  townships,  and  fractional  parts  of 
townships,  hereinbefore  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  late  continental  army, 
to  be  drawn  for  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  expedient  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  an  impartial  distribution. 


Supplementary  ordinance  of  Congress. 

[1788,  July  9.] 

Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  issue  warrants  for 
bounties  of  land  to  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  continental 
army,  who  may  be  entitled  to  such  bounties,  or  to  their  respective  assigns 
or  le^  representatives,  certifying  therein  the  rank  or  station  of  each 
ofl^r,  and  the  line,  regiment,  corps,  and  company  in  which  the  officer  or 
soldier  served. 
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1800,  March  !.] 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  after  the  priority  of  location 
shall  have  been  determined,  and  after  the  proprietors  or  holders  of  warrants 
£b^  mUitary  services  shall  have  designate  the  tracts  by  theiii  respectively 
elected,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  designate, 
by  lotj  in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  fifty  quarter  towitehips, 
of  the  lands  remaining  unlocated;  which  quarter  townships,  together  with 
tfie  fractional  parts  of  townships  remaining  imlocated,  shall  be  reserved 
for  satisfying  warrants  granted  to  individuals  for  their  military  services, 
in  the  manner  hereafter  provided. 

Sec.  6.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  land  in  each  of  the  quarter 
townships  designated  as  aforesaid,  and  in  such  of  the  fractional  parts  €i 
quarter  townships  as  may  then  remain  unlocated,  shall  be  divided  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  respective  plats  thereof,  as  retimied 
by  the  Surveyor  General,  into  as  many  lots,  of  one  hundred  acres  each, 
as  shall  be  equal,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  to  the  quantity  such  quarter 
township  or  fraction  is  stated  to  contain ;  each  of  which  lots  shall  be 
included,  where  practicable,  between  pEiraDel  lines,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
perches  in  length,  and  one  hundred  perches  in  width,  and  shall  be  desig- 
nated by  progressive  niunbers  upon  the  plat  or  survey  of  every  such 
quarter  township  and  fraction,  respectively. 

Sec.  7.  •^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  16th  day 
of  March  next,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  holder  of  any  warrant  granted 
for  military  services,  to  locate,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  the  number  of  one  hundred  acres 
expressed  in  such  warrant,  on  any  lot  or  lots  from  time  to  time  remaining 
unlocated  within  the  tracts  reserved  as  aforesaid ;  and  upon  surrendering 
such  warrant  to  the  Treasury,  the  holder  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  patent,  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  conditions  heretofore  prescribed  by 
law;  which  patent  shall,  in  every  case,  express  the  range,  township^ 
quarter  township,  or  fraction,  and  niunber  of  the  lot  located  as  lUforetaid: 
but  no  location  shall  be  allowed,  nor  shall  any  patent  be  issued,  i&t  any 
lot  or  lots  of  one  hundred  acres,.exeept  in  the  name  of  the  person  origm- 
ally  entitled  to  such  warrant,  ot  the  heir  or  heirs  of  the  person  so  entitled; 
nor  shall  any  land,  so  located  and  patented  to  a  person  originally  entitled 
to  sueh  warrant,  be  conssider ed  as  in  trust  for  any  purchaser,  or  be  subject 
to  any  contract  made  before  the  date  of  sueh  patent ;  and  the  title  to 
lands  acquired  in  consequence  of  patents  issued  as  aforesaid,  shall  and 
may  be  alienaDed  in  pursuance  of  tfie  laws  which  have  been  or  shall  be 
passed  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio> 
for  regulating  the  transfer  of  real  property,  and  not  otherwise. 

NoTs. — Prior  to  the  year  1800,  no  locationt  of  military  land  warrants  granted  by  the  United 
States  could  be  nitde»  unless  such  looatiMis  embraced  an  entire  quarter  township  of  4^000 
acres ;  consequently,  no  officer  or  soldier  of  the  continental  army  could  effect  a  location  of 
the  quantity  of  land  embraced  by  the  warrant  he  receWed  for  his  senrices,  unless  he  united 
wiUi  other  officers  and  soldiers,  or  the  holders  of  such  warrants,  and,  together,  surrendered 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  such  number  thereof  as  would  amount  to  the  quantity  of 
4,000  acres.  These  pre-existing  evib  were  remedied  by  the  measures  embraced  in  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  1^  March,  1800. 
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[1802,  Apra  26.] 

By  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  this  date,  it  was  made 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  receive  claims  to  lands  for  military 
services  until  the  first  day  of  January  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

NoTB. — Subsequent  to  the  limitation  fixed  by  the  act  of  1802,  Congress/  by  successive  act% 
piaed  at  intervals  of  from  two  to  five  years,  continued  to  authorize  the  issue  of  military  land 
warraots  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  lines  whose  claims  for  bounty  land» 
Rmained  unsatisfied ;  the  last  of  which  acts  was  passed  on  the  27th  January,  1835,  and 
extended  the  time  fur  such  issues  to  the  1st  day  of«Janu«ry,  1840. 


[1830,  May  30.] 

Ad  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  and  navy,  and  of  the  con- 
tinental army  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines,  who  were  in  the  service  of  Virginia  on  her  own 
State  establishment  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  who  were  entitled 
to  military  land  bounties  by  the  laws  and  resolutions  of  that  State,  their 
heire  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  surrender 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  such  of  their  war- 
rants for  the  said  land  boimties  as  shall  remain  imsatisfied  in  whole  or 
in  part,  and  to  receive  certificates  or  scrip  for  the  same,  at  any  time  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five ;  which  certificates  or  scrip  shall  be  issued  by  the  said  Secretary, 
and  signed  by  him,  and  countersigned  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Oflice,  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say :  There  shall  be  a 
separate  certificate  or  scrip  for  such  sum  as  shall,  at  the  time  of  issuing 
the  same,  be  equal  to  the  then  minimum  price  of  each  quantity  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  due  by  such  warrant,  and  remaining  unsatisfied  at  the  time 
of  sudi  surrender ;  and  a  like  certificate  or  scrip  for  such  sum  as,  at  the 
time,  diall  be  equal  to  the  minimum  price  of  the  quantity  that  shall  so 
iBmain  imsatisfied  of  any  such  warrant,  after  such  subdivisions  of  the 
amount  into  quantities  of  eighty  acres ;  and  where  any  such  warrant 
dmH  have  been  lost  or  mislaid  by  time  or  accident,  it  shall  and  may  be 
la:vfiil  for  the  party  desiring  to  surrender  the  same,  to  surrender  an  official 
copy  theareof,  certified  imder  the  seal  of  the  land  office  of  Virginia,  with 
the  affidavit  of  the  party  endorsed  upon  or  accompanying  the  same,  stating 
ftil  such  warrant  has  been  lost  or  mislaid,  and  that  the  original  hath  not 
been  sold  or  transfenred,  to  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  die  party  so  sur* 
tendering,  or  his  or  her  guardian. 

Sec  2.  J3nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Coaunissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office  to  request  the  Executive  of 
Virginia  to  furnish  him  with  a  statement  of  all  Huch  warrants,  within  the 
purview  of  this  act,  as  have  already  issued,  showing  the  nhmber  and  date 
of  each  warxant^  and  (iie  quMitity  of  acres  granted  by  each ;  and  also,  a 
niondily  statement  of  the  same  description,  showing  the  number,  date, 
and  quantity  of  sux*  warrants  as  shall  hereaft^  be  granted.  And  no 
^Wrant  shall  be  taken  to  be  within  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  shall 
hereafter  be  granted,  unless  the  Executive  of  Virginia  shall  cause  a  cer- 
tificate to  be  endorsed  thereon,  signed  by  some  proper  officer,  stating  that 
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the  party  to  whom  such  warrant  shall  be  so  granted,  his,  her,  or  their 
ancestor  or  devisor,  was  entitled  thereto  by  some  law  or  resolution  of  the 
said  State,  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  deed  of  cession  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  before  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  Issue  the  scrip  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  the 
applicants  shall  produce  to  him  the  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  land 
office  in  Kentucky,  and  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor  of  the  military 
lands  of  the  Virginia  line,  that  the  warrant  (when  the  original  is  present- 
ed,) or  the  copy  (when  the  original  has  been  lost  or  destroyed)  has  not  been 
located,  surveyed,  or  patented,  in  Kentucky,  attested  by  the  seal  of  his 
office. 

Sec.  4.  ^inrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  certificates  or  scrip  to  be 
issued  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  any  lands 
herefifter  to  be  purchased  at  private  sale,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  shall  remain  imsold  at  any  of  the  land  offices 
of  the  United  States  established,  or  to  be  established,  in  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  And  all  such  certificates  or  scrip  as  shall 
be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsements  there- 
on, attested  by  two  witnesses  :  Provided,  That  all  certificates  or  scrip  to 
be  issued  in  virtue  of  any  warrant  hereafter  to  be  granted,  shall  be  issued 
to  the  party  originally  entitled  thereto,  or  to  his  heir  or  heirs,  devisee  or 
devisees,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  5.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  *  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  extend  to  all  such  officers,  soldiers,  sailors, 
marines,  chaplains,  musicians,  surgeons,  and  surgeons'  mates,  in  the  land 
or  sea  service  of  the  State  of  Virginia  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
and,  generally,  to  every  person  to  whom  the  State  had  engaged  to  pay  a 
land  bounty  for  services  in  that  war,  of  any  description,  oy  any  law  or 
resolution  passed  before,  and  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  said  deed  of  ces- 
sion ;  except  only  such  persons  as  are  mentioned  in,  and  provided  for  by, 
the  reservation  contained  in  the  said  deed  of  cession  in  favor  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  said  State  on  continental  establishment :  Provided, 
That  no  scrip  issued  imder  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  entitle  the 
holder  to  enter  or  purchase  any  settled  or  occupied  lands,  without  the 
written  consent  of  such  settlers  or  occupants,  as  may  be  actually  residing 
on  said  lands  at  the  time  the  same  may  be  entered  or  applied  for  :  .^n^ 
provided,  also,  That  the  amomit  of  leuid  thus  located  shall  not  exceed 
two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  acres. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the  first  and 
fourth  sections  of  this  act  shall  extend  to,  and  embrace,  owners  of  mili- 
tary land  warrants  issued  by  the  United  States  in  satisfaction  of  claims 
for  bounty  lands  for  services  during  the  revolutionary  war ;  and  that  the 
laws  heretofore  enacted,  providing  for  the  issuing  said  warrants,  are  here- 
by revived,  and  continued  in  force  for  two  years. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  also  be  deemed  and  taken  to  extend  to  all  the  unsatisfied  warrants 
of  the  Virginia  army  on  continental  establishment :  Provided,  That  the 
quantity  thereof  shjdl  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  acres,  in  addition  to  the 
two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  acres  heretofore  authorized  to  be  located 
by  their  State  line. 
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[1832,  July  13.] 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  this  date,  the  further  quantity  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  was  appropriated,  to  be  applied  in  the  manner  pro- 
?ided  for  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  30th  May,  1830. 

[1833,  March  2.] 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  this  date,  the  further  quantity  of  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  was  appropriated,  to  be  applied  in  the  manner 
provided  for  in  the  aforesaid  acts  of  the  30th  May,  1830,  and  13th  July^ 
1832. 

[1835,  March  3.] 

By  the  act  of  Congressr  approved  this  date,  six  himdred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  were  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  quantity  here- 
tofore appropriated  by  the  acts  of  May  30,  1830,  July  13,  1832,  and" 
March  2, 1833,  to  be  applied  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  said  acts. 


[1835,  January  27.] 

Act  to  extend  the  time  of  iiniiiig  miUtanr  bod  w«mnitt  to  the  officertand  eoidiertaf  the  - 

reYolutioiMiry  army. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rqmaeniatives 
^ihc  United  States  qf  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  Ae* 
time  allowed  for  issuing  military  land  wanante  to  the  officers  and  soldiers ' 
of  the  revolutionary  army  shall  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  for^. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

ReMolutions,  Ordinances^  and  Jitts  qf  the  old  and  new  Chwemmenfs 
relating  to  the  Settlement  qf  the  AecouHts  between  the  United  States 
amd  the  several  States. 

£1787,  May  7.] 

An  Ordinaooe  for  Mttlinc  the  aoooanU  between  the  Uoilad  States  aiyl  individual  States. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  That 
five  commissioners  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  treasury,  whose  duty  it 
4i&U  be  to  go  to  the  several  States  in  the  districts  hereafter  mentioned,  for 
which  they  may  be  respectively  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  stating  the 
accounts  of  the  States  within  those  districts,  against  the  United  States. 

That  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
Rhode  Idand,  form  one  district  That  the  States  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  form  one  district  That  the  States  of  Pennsvlvania,  Delaware, 
and  Maryland,  form  one  district  That  the  States  of  v  irginia  and  North 
deurdina  form  one  district  And  that  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  form  one  district 

TfaAt  it  diall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  conmuasioners  respectively  to 
iCMoeive  of  the  States  for  which  they  are  appointed,  all  their  accounts  and 
voudMTO  for  payments  made  on  account  of  bounties,  pay,  and  deprecia* 
tjw  of  pay,  to  the  late  army  of  the  United  States;  and  for  advances  to 
the  militia  odled  out  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  actaally 
in  tfieir  service ;  and  to  give  descriptive  acknowledgments  thereof  to  the 
States  from  which  they  may  be  received ;  which  accounts  and  vouchers 
shall  be  inunediately  forwarded  to  the  conmiissioner  of  army  accounts, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  pass  such  as  are  authorized  by  the 
resolves  of  Congress,  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers;  and  to  state 
such  as  may  not  fall  under  the  above  description,  together  with  such 
remarks  as  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  these  clauns. 

That  i^  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  receive  in 
like  manner  the  accounts  and  vouchers  for  money  paid,  and  supplies  fur* 
niiri[ied  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  made  previously  to  October,  1781 ; 
and. to  forward  the  same  to  thd  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

That  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  receive  and 
examine  all  the  claims  of  the  States  to  which  they  ar^  appointed,  against 
Ihe  United  States,  for  advances  or  disbursements  by  them  made  for  the 
use  of  the  late  commissary,  quartermaster,  clothing,  marine,  and  hospital 
departments,  or  under  any  other  description  whatsoever;  to  pass  upon 
aU  such  as  are  authorized  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  and  supported  by 
prmer  vouchers,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  evidence  offered  in  support  of  the 
•aid  daims ;  and  to  state  such  as  are  not  thus  warranted  or  supported, 
together  witti  such  remarks  as  may  explain  the  nature  of  these  accounts, 
and  the  reasons  offered  for  the  deficiency  of  vouchers. 

^nd  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  qforesaidy  That  on  all 
tfie  accounts  aforesaid,  interest  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six  percent 
per  annum,  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Congress. 
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And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  confederacy,  that  tb^ 
accounts  of  the  several  States  should  be  speedily  adjusted ;  that  this  ad- 
justment should  be  effected  on  uniform  principles;  and  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  allowing  such  advances  or  disbursements  as  may  have 
been  made  by  the  respective  States  for  the  use  of  the  Union,  although 
the  same  be  not  sanctioned  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  or  supported  by 
r^iular  vouchers : 

Be  it  ther^ort  ordained^  That  the  several  States  be",  and  they  are 
lieireby,  limited  to  the  space  of  six  months  for  exhibiting  to  the  proper 
ocnnmissioner  their  claims  against  the  United  States,  of  whatever  natuce 
the  same  may  be ;  and  that  such  States  as  may  neglect  to  exhibit  the 
same  within  that  period  of  time,  after  the  commissioner  has  notified  to 
the  supreme  Executive  thereof  that  he  is  ready  to  proceed  on  the  busineMi 
of  his  commission,  shall  be  precluded  from  any  future  allowance ;  IniC 
^aU  nevertheless  stand  chaigeable  with  all  advances  of  money  or  other 
articles  which  may  have  been  made  to  them  respectively  by  the  United 
States,  and  with  whatever  balances  may  be  yet  due  on  their  several 
quotas  of  the  general  requisitions. 

Jind  be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  said  commissioners  of  distrids 
diall,  within  twelve  months  afier  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  several 
appointments,  repair  to  the  place  where  the  United  States  in  Congress  may 
hold  their  sessions,  with  such  accounts  and  vouchers  as  they  may  have 
in  possession,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  lYeasury ;  on 
winch  their  commission  shall  terminate. 

Be  it  further  ordained^  That  a  board,  consisting  of  three  ccHnmission- 
ers,  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  receive  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  tl^ 
commissioner  of  army  accounts,  all  the  accounts  and  claims  of  the  several 
'  States  deposited  in  their  respective  ounces,  and  to  examine  such  of  the 
said  accounts  as  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  sev- 
eral districts,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  finally  adjusted  on  uniform 
and  equitable  principles,  having  reference  to  the  setdement  of  accounts 
heretofore  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  difier^oit  States :  Provided, 
That  such  revision  of  the  accounts  above  mentioned  shall  not  in  anywise 
affect  the  validity  of  the  voudiers  admitted  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
respective  districts. 

^nd  be  it  further  ordained^  That  wherever  it  diall  appear  to  the  said 
board  of  commissioners  that  advances  or  disbursements,  p^ymento  or  sup- 
plies, of  the  description  aforesaid,  have  been  made  by  any  of  the  States 
subsequent  to  the  18th  of  April,  1775,  for  articles  or  services  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  said  commissioners  be,  and  they  aiB 
hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  make  such  allowance  fer 
tile  same  as  they  shall  thmk  consistent  with  the  princiides  of  genendi 
equity,  although  such  advances  or  disbursements  may  not  be  sanctioned 
by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  or  supported  by  regular  vouchers,  so  as  to 
enable  the  said  commissioners  to  make  a  final  adjustment  of  ail  the  ac- 
costs subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  the  several  nwmbem 
thereof,  agreeably  to  such  quota  as  Congress  shall  hereafter  determine* 

And  be  it  further  ordained^  That  a  determination  of  a  migority  of  the. 
afbreaaid  board  of  commissioners  on  the  claims  submitted  to  th^  diall 
be  final  andccmclusive  ;  and  that  their  commission  shall  continue  in  foiee 
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for  one  year  and  a  half  from  the  time  of  their  entering  on  the  duties  of 
tfieir  office^  unless  sooner  revoked  by  Congress. 

^nd  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  ordinance  of  the  1 3th  of  October, 
1786,  entitled  ''An  ordinance  for  establidiing  a  board  to  liquidate  and 
-settle  all  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  individual  States/'  be, 
and  it  is  hereby,  repealed. 

[1788,  June  24.] 

By  a  resolution  of  this  date,  the  several  States  were  allowed  three 
nonths,  in  addition  to  the  time  limited  by  the  aforegoing  ordinance,  for 
axhifoitmg  to  the  district  commissioners  their  respective  aooounts  against 
the  United  States ;  and  they  were,  at  the  same  time,  authorized  to  transmit 
to  the  accountant  of  the  treasury,  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts, 
and  to  the  general  board  of  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  ordinance  aforesaid,  such  additional  vouchers  or  other  testimony  as 
they  might  think  necessary  to  support  any  claims  by  them  exhibited  to 
the  respective  officers  aforesaid ;  provided  the  same  be  transmitted  at  least 
six  months  previous  to  the  termination  of  the  office  of  the  general  board, 
as  fixed  by  the  ordinance  aforesaid. 

[1788,  October  10.] 

By  the  resolve  of  this  date,  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  pur- 
suant to  the  ordinance  of  the  7th  May,  1787,  were  restrained  from  entering 
upon  the  business  of  their  appointment,  or  finally  determining  any  matter 
to  them  referred  by  the  said  ordinance,  unless  all  three  of  ti^e  said  com- 
missioners shall  be  present. 


,  An  Act  to  proTide  more  eflTectuftlly  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 

States  and  the  indiyidual  States. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repr.eaentatives  qf 
the  United  States  qf  •dmeriea  in  Congress  assembled j  That  a  board  to 
consist  of  three  commissioners  be,  and  hereby  is  established^  to  settle  the 
accounts  betwe^i  the  United  States  and  the  individual  States  \  and  the 
determination  of  a  majority  of  the  said  commissioners  on  the  claims  sub- 
mitted to  them  shall  be  final  and  conclusive ;  and  they  shall  have  power 
to  employ  such  number  of  clerks  as  they  may  find  necessary. 

Sec  d.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall, 
respectively,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  or  one  of  the  associate  or  district  judges,  that  they  will  faith- 
fully and  impartially  execute  the  duties  of  their  office ;  and  they  shall,  each 
of  them,  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  two  himdred 
and  fijfty  dollars  per  anmim,  payable  quarter-yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  for  their  respective  services. 

^  Sec  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  commissioners  to  receive  and  examine  all  claims  which  shall  be  ex- 
hibited to  them  before  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hunAred 
and  ninety-one,  and  to  determine  on  all  such  as  shall  have  accrued  for  the 
general  or  particular  dei&ace  during  the  war,  and  on  the  evidence  thereof, 
according  to  the  principles  of  general  equity,  (although  such  claims  may 
not  be  sanctioned  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  or  supported  by  regular 


ToudietSy)  so  as  to  provkle  for  the  final  settlement  of  all  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  States  UMlividually ;  but  no  evidence  of  a  claim 
heretofore  admitted  by  a  commissioner  of  the  United  States  for  any  State 
or  district  shall  be  subject  to  such  examination^  nor  shall  the  claim  of  any 
citizen  be  admitted  as  a  charge  against  the  United  States  in  the  account  oi 
any  State,  unless  the  same  was  allowed  by  such  State  before  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight 

Sec  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  commissioners  to  examine  and  liquidate  to  specie  value,  on  princi- 
ples of  equity,  the  credits  and  debits  of  the  States  already  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  for  bills  of  credit  subsequent  to  the  eighteenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

Sec.  5.  •Snd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  commissioners  ^lall  debit 
each  State  with  all  advances  which  have  been  or  may  be  made  to  it  by 
the  United  States,  and  with  the  interest  thereon,  to  the  last  day  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eig^ity-nine,  and  shall  credit  each  State 
for  its  disbursements  send  advances  on  the  principles  contained  in  the  third 
section  of  this  act,  with  interest  to  the  day  aforesaid ;  and  having  struck 
the  balance  due  to  each  State,  shall  find  the  aggregate  of  all  the  l^lances> 
which  aggregate  shall  be  apportioned  between  the  States,  agreeably  to 
the  rule  hereinafter  given ;  and  the  difference  between  such  apportion- 
ments, and  the  respective  balances,  shall  be  carriec),  in  a  new  account,  to 
the  debit  or  credit  of  the  States  respectively,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sea  6.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rule  for  apportioning  to 
the  States  the  aggregate  of  die  balances  first  mentioned,  shedl  be  the  same 
that  is  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  for  the  appor- 
tionment of  representation  and  direct  taxes,  and  according  to  the  first 
enumeration  which  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  the  States  who  shall  have 
balances  placed  to  their  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  shall,  within  twelve  months  after  the  same  shall  have  been  so  cred- 
ited, be  entided  to  have  the  same  funded  upon  the  same  terms  with  the 
other  part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States;  but  the  balances  so 
credited  to  any  State  shall  not  be  transferable. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerks  employed,  or  to  be 
^ployed,  by  the  said  commissioners,  shall  receive  like  salaries  as  clerks 
einployed  in  the  Treasury  Department 

Sec  9.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  powers  of  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  continue  until  the  first  day  of  Jfuly,  one  thousand  sev^i 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  unless  the  business  shall  be  Sooner  accomplidiied. 

Approved  August  5, 1790. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  liniited  for  settling  the  accouiiti  of  the  United  States  with  the. 

individual  States. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativee  qf 
the  United  States  qf  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  powers 
of  the  board  of  commissioners,  which,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  second  ses- 
sion of  the  first  Congress,  was  established  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  ami  individual  States,  shall  continue  until  the  first  day' 
of  July,  one  tbcmsand  seven  himdi^  and  iiinety-thceei  unless  tbe  busi* 
I  shall  be  sooner  accomplished. 


so 

I 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurthtr  enaciedy  Hiat  the  aforesaid  act  fltiall  extend 
%o  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  State 
of  Vennont,  and  that  until  the  first  day  of  December  next  shall  be  allowed 
for  the  said  State  to  exhibit  its  claims. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
Ais  act,  the  pay  of  the  principal  clerk  of  the  said  board  shall  be  the  same 
as  die  pay  of  the  principal  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Approved  Janimry  23, 1792. 


An  Act  in  Addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  extend  the  time  fimited 
for  wttxhng  the  aceountt  of  the  United  StKtot  with  the  inditiduHl  SUtes." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Striate  and  House  qf  Jtepresentatives  of  the 
United  States  qf  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  entitled  '^  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  United  States  widi  the  individual  States,"  which  extended 
the  powers  of  the  board  of  commissioners  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Vermont,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  board  of  ecmmiissioners 
establidied  to  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,  in  apportioning  the  aggregate  of  all  the  balances  due  to  each 
State,  between  the  States,  agreeably  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  lo  pro- 
vide more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,"  shall  have  no  regard  to  the  State  of 
Vermont 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  in  the  apportioning  of  die 
balances  aforesaid,  tfie  State  of  Kentucky  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  of  Kentucky  as  a 
member  of  the  Union  notwithstanding. 
.Approved  February  27,  1793. 


Copy  qf  the  Commissioners^  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Office  of  Accounts,  June  29, 1793. 

.  Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  enclosed  report  upon  the 
claims  of  the  several  States  against  the  United  States. 

.  The  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter,  owing  to  the  magnitude,  intricacy, 
complexity,  and  variety  of  the  claims,  have  been  numerous.  These, 
added  to  the  loss  of  papers  and  other  accidents,  together  with  the  peculiar 
nature  of  some  of  them,  and  the  variety  of  paper  which  circulated  during 
the  war,  have  rendered  it  impracticable  for  us  to  follow  with  such  minute 
precision  the  several  charges,  as  might  be  expected  in  the  settlement  of 
the  concerns  of  individuals. 

We  conceived  that  a  speedy  adjustment,  having  substantial  justice  for 
its  basis,  would  best  promote  the  end  for  which  we  were  appointed  ;  we 
hftve  therefore  used  our  utmost  endeavors  to  effect  it,  and  we  trust  that 
the  principles  upon  which  we  have  proceeded,  considered  as  a  system, 
wiUinasgieatft  degree  produce  &e  thing  ainiedatascotildbe  done  by 
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ttf  odien ;  at  teast  ure  can  wkh  grieat  truth  declare  that,  in  foraiing  them, 
Ifais  was  our  mtention  and  only  view,  and  that  they  are  the  best  our  judg- 
ments could  devise.  We  are  therefore  not  without  hope  that  our  decisioii 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

With  all  due  deference,  we  are,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  KEAN, 
WY.  LANGDON. 


ItEPORT  OF  THE  COMII1S8IONKRS. 

Office  of  the  Commissionebs  of  Accounts, 

Philadefyhiay  June  29, 1793. 
The  commissioner^  appointed  to  execute  the  several  acts  of  Congress  to 

e-ovide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  th^ 
nited  States  and  the  iDdividual  States,  report : 

That  they  have  maturely  considered  the  claims  of  the  several  States 
against  the  United  States,  and  the  charges  of  the  United  States  against  the 
individual  States. 

That  they  !iave  gone  through  the  process  prescribed  in  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  5th  day  of  August,  1790,  the,  particulars 
whereof  will  be  foimd  in  book  A,  lodged  with  the  papers  of  this  office  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  find  that  there  is  due,  including  interest,  to 
pB  31st  day  of  December,  1789, 

To  the  State  qf— 

New  HAMFsaiEE,  Seventy-five  thousand  and  fifty-five  dollars. 

MjtfsACHUSETTS,  -  Ouc  uulUon  two  hundred  aiid  forty-eight  thousand 
eight  himdred  and  one  dollars. 

Rhode  Island,  -  -  Two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eleven  dollars. 

ComrEcncuT,  -  -  Six  himdred  and  nineteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  dollars. 

New  Jersey,-  -  -  Forty-nine  thousand  and  thirty  dollars. 

South  Caeolina,  One  miUion  two  hundred  and  five  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  dollars. 

OEomaiA, Nineteen  thousand  nine  himdred  and  eighty-eight  dol- 
lars. 

And  that  there  is  due,  including  interest  to  the  31st  May,  1789, 

From  the  State  o/-^ 

New  Yoek,  -  -  -  Two  millions  seventy-four  thousand  eight  hundred  ai^ 
forty-six  dollars. 

PsinrsTLVANiA,'  -  Seventy-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine  doUats. 

Delaware,  -  -  -  Six  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars. 

Mastulkd,  -  -  -  One  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

VuanriA,  -  -  -  -  One  hundred  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  dollars. 

NoETH  Caeolina,  Fivo  hundred  and  one  thousand  and  eighty -two  dollars. 
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Which  sewral  sums  they,  by  Ytitue  of  Ae  authority  to  themdekgaled, 
declare  to  be  the  final  and  conclusive  balances  due'  to  and  firom  the  several 
.States. 

WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  KEAN, 
WOODBURY  LANGDON. 


Final  settlement  qfthe  State  accounts  by  the  board  qf  commissioners  op- 
pointed /or  that  purpose^  under  the^  ^•Sct  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  settlement  cf  the  accounts  between  the  United  Stales  and  the 
individual  StateSy^* 


Dr. 


To  sundry  of  accounts  qf  the  States  respectively: 


For  the  following  credits  to  the  several  States,  founded  upon  the  said  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  and  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  m  the 
words  following : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board,  June  27, 1793,  present  William  Irvine,  John 
•.Kean,  Woodbury  Langdon,  commissioners: 

The  board  took  into  consideration  the  several  claims  of  the  States  ad- 
mitted by  the  examining  clerks  ;  also  those  which  were  suspended  in  ojrder 
to  make  a  final  settlement  and  a(]yustment  of  the  gross  amount  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  credit  of  each  State :  whereupon,  Resolvedj  That  there  be 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  State  of — 
New  Hampshure         ..... 


Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island  - 
Connecticut     - 
New  York 
New  Jersey     - 
Pennsylvania  - 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Greorgia 


SH,278,015  02 

17,964,618  03 

3,783,974  46 

9J885,737  92 

7,179,98«  78 

5,342,770  52 

14,137,076  22 

839,319  98 

7,568,145  38 

19,085,981  51 

10,427,586  13 

11,583,299  29 

2,993,800  86 

;gl  14,409,303  10 


Which  several  smns  are  in  jEhll  of  all  daims  made  for  the  disbursements 
and  advances  of  the  said  States,  with  the  interest  due  thereon  to  the  31st 
December,  1789,  and  which  were  exhibited  in  conformity  to  the  act  ^ 
Congress  of  the  5th  day  of  August,  1790. 


te.  Sundry  accounts  qf  the  States  respectively , 

7b  final  settlement  of  the  State  accounts  by  the  board  of  commission-- 
ers  appointed  for  that  purpose,  under  the  "  Jlct  to  provide  more  ef- 
fectually for  the  set  ilement  qf  accounts  betv^een  the  United  States  and 
huUvidtuil  States,^^ 

For  the  following  debits  to  the  several  States,  founded  upon  the  said  r^ 
port  of  the  commissioners,  and  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  of  the 
27th  June,  1793,  in  the  words  following : 

The  board  also  took  into  consideration  the  advances  made  by  the  United 
States  to  the  several  States,  which  have  been  returned  to  them  by  the 
Treasury  Departm^t,  and  are  charged  in  the  books  of  l3ae  Treasury,  the 
quartermaster's,  commi^fsary's,  naval  hospital,  and   clothing  depart- 
ments :  whereiqpon,  Resolved,  That  there  h«  carried  to  the  debits  kjI  the 
States  of—    • 

New  Hampshire  .  •  .  .  -       jjl,082,954  08 

Massachusetts        .      -  -  -  -  -  6,258,880  03 

Rhode  Island  -  -  -  .  .  -  1,977,608  46 

Connecticut      -..-..  3,456,244  92 

New  York       ......  1,960,031  78 

New  Jersey     -  -  -  -  -  .  1,343,321  52 

Pennsylvania  -  -  -  -  -  -  4,690,686  22 

Maryland/       ....--  1,592,631  38 

Virginia  ......  3,803,416  51 

North  Carolina  .....  3,151,358  13 

South  Carolina  -,  -       ^    -  -  -  5,780,264  29 

Georgia  ......  1,415,328  W 

86,742,625  10 

Which  several  sums  are  in  fulA>f  alLadv€mces  made  by  the  Unitf^d  States 
to  the  several  States,  with  the  interest  due  thereon  to  the  31st  December, 

1789,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  5th  day  of  August 

1790,  and  for  certilicates  of  the  several  States,  received  on  loan  by  the 
United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  4th  day  of 
Aiigttst,  1790,  and  of  the  8di  day  of  May,  1792. 

Sundry  accounts  of  the  States,  respectively, 
Di.  To  final  settlement  of  the  State  accounts,  fyc. 

For  the  following  debits  to  the  several  States,  founded  upon  the  said 
report  of  the  commissioners  and  their  minutes  aforesaid,  viz  : 

The  "  board  also  took  into  consideration  the  return  made  by  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State,  containing  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  and,  by  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  declare  the  whple 
population  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  apportioning  the  ag* 
gregate  of  the  balances  by,  is  3,530,393  souls  ;  and  that  the  number  in 
each  State,  bf  the  same  rule  is'' — 
New  Hampshire,       ......        141,82(2 

Massachusetts,  ......        476,327 

Rhode  Island,  ......  68,446 

Connecticut,  -  -  -  -  -  -        236^1 

New  York,  ......        331,590 
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New  Jersey, 
P^nnsylyaiiia, 
Delaware, 
Maiyland,     - 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


432,879 
55,540 
278,514 
699,265 
353,523 
206,235 
70,842 

S,530,393 


The  whole  ammint  of  the  advances,  &c.,  made  by  the  United  States, 
being  deducted  from  the  gross  admissions,  leaves  the  aggregate  of  the  bal- 
aaces  ;  which  balances  are  ascertained  by  debits  made  upon  the  enume- 
ration, and  are  as  follow,  and  agree  with  the  entries  by  said  commission- 
ens,  viz : 


New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania,     - 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Vii^inia, 

North  Carolina,  - 

South  Carolina,  • 

Georgia 


Sundry  their  old  accounts^ 


03,120,006 
10,456,932 
1,505,755 
5,210,372 
7,294,797 
3,950,419 
9,523,099 
1,221,849 
6,127,154 
15,383,444 
7,777,310 
4,537,057 
1,558,484 

11877,666,678 


Ds. 


2b  sundry  their  new  accounts : 


For  the  balances  due  from  the  United  States  to  sundry  of  the  States, 
upon  the  principles  of  the  settlement  made  by  the  commissioners,  viz  : 
^  The  whole  amount  of  the  advances,  &o,  made  by  thu  United  States, 
being  deducted  frbm  the  gross  admissions,  leaves  the  abrogate  of  the 
balances ;  which  being  apportioned  among  the  States  on  the  principles 
contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  *  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  bet^^een  the  United  States  and  the  individual 
States,'  and  those  apportionments  being  compared  with  the  nett  balances, 
leaves  the  amount  due  to  or  from  a  State,  which  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  as  follows :" 

^    .  ff75,055 

1,248,801 

^  .  -  299,611 

619,121 

49,030 

1,205,978 

19,988 


New  Hampshire,  balance  due 


Massachusetts, 

do 

Rhode  Island, 

do 

Ck>nneeticut, 

do 

New  Jersey, 

do 

Sooth  Carolina, 

do 

Georgia, 

do 

Sundry  their  new  acetmniSj* 

Dm.  >  7b  sundry  their  old  accounts : 

For  balances  dedared  to  be  due  to  the  United  States  by  sundry  of  the 

States,  by  the  comntissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 

United  States  with  individual  States  as  aforementioned : 

New  York   -...-..    Jg2,074,84« 

Pennsylvania,  ......  76,70» 

Delaware,  ......  612,428 

Maryland,  ......  151,640 

Virginia,  ......  100,879 

North  Carolina,        .  .  .  .  .  .  501,082 

Sundry  State  accountSj 

Dm.      To  interest  on  the  unsubscribed  balances  qf  assumed  debt: 

For  twenty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  seventy^ 
four  cents,  paid  by  the  respective  loan  officers  to  several  of  the  States, 
being  for  interest  on  the  unsubscribed  balances  of  the  assumed  debt  ari- 
sing on  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1792,  and  which,  by  an  endorsement 
by  the  commissioners  for  finally  settling  the  accounts  betwixt  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,  <<  was  received  too  late  ;  t^e  entries  and 
cakulaticms  being  made,  no  alteration  could  have  been  made  so  as  to  have' 
finished  the  business  m  due  time:'' 

New/Hampshire         .... 

Coilhecticut,   ..... 

Pennsylvania,  -  -  -  - 

Maryland,      ..... 

Virginia,         ..... 


$521  07 

1,407  48 

I3,98S 

14 

4,560 

19 

8,680 

93 

$29,\51 

74 

Trsasitbt  Department, 

Register's  Office^  June  15,  ld30. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  report  of  the  board  of  commis- 
^^xsm%  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  several  States  with  the 
United  States,  is  truly  taken  from  the  records  of  the  revolutionary  Gov* 
eminent,  (Journal,  page  2601.)  ' 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Reg.  Treas.  U.  S. 
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A«  Aet  aiayni^  |mm«on  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  tb«  b»ltaoet  doe  to  tfertitil 

Statesy  upon  a  final  feUlement  of  the  accounta  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States. 

Sec  1.  Bt  it  enacUd  by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Representatives  qf 
He  United  States  qf  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  inteorest  up- 
on the  balances  reported  to  be  due  to  certain  States,  by  the  commissioners 
for  settling  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  individual  States,^ 
allowed,  from  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  and  to  be  computed  to  the  last  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  centiun 
per  anntun ;  and  that  the  amount  of  such  interest  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  State  to  which  the  same  shall  be  foimd  due  upon  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  bear  an  interest  of  three  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  and  aAer  the  said  last  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Sec  2.  jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  interest  on  the  said  balan- 
ces, reported  by  the  said  "commissioners  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  fund- 
ed agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  act  entitled  <^  An  act  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individuial  States,"  together  with  the  interest  on  the  amoimt 
placed  to  the  credit  of  any  such  State,  for  arrearages  of  interest  on  such 
balances,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  this  act,  be  paid  quarter-yearly,  after 
the  said  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  ninety- 
four;  that  is  to  say  :  one-fourth  part  thereof  on  the  last  days  of  March, 
Jime,  September,  and  December,  respectively,  in  each  year,  at  the  offices 
of  the  conunissioners  of  loans  within  such  States  as  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  same ;  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  last  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  ninety-five  :  And  for  the  payn^nt  of  the 
said  interest,  so  much  of  the  jduties  arising,  yearly,  on  imports  and  ton- 
.  nage,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
di^  and  ninety-four,  as  may  be  necessary,  and  not  heretofore  otherwise 
appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  pledged  and  appropriated ;  and 
that  the  faidi  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  pledged  to 
provide  for  any  deficiency  that  may  happen,  by  such  additional  and  per- 
manent fimds,  as  may  be  necessary  therefor. 

Approved  May  31, 1794. 


An  Act  respecting  balances  reported  aicainst  certain  States,  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  several  States* 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  qf 
the  United  States  qf  •America  in  Confess  assembtedy  Inat  if  any  State, 
against  which  a  balance  was  reported  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
settle  the  accoimts  between  the  United  States  and  the  several  States,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  by  a 
le^lative  act,  engage  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
within  five  years  after  passing  such  legislative  act,  or  to  expend,  within 
the  time  last  mentioned,  m  erecting,  enlarging,  or  completing  any  fortifi- 
cations for  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  at  such  place  or  places,  the 
i'lirisdiction  whereof  having  been,  previously  to  such  expenditure,  ceded 
}j  such  State  to  the  United  States,  with  reservation  that  process,  civil  and 


criminal,  issuing  under  authority  of  such  State,  may  be  served  and  exacn^ 
ted  therein,  and  according  to  sudi  plan  or  plans  as  shall  be  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  in  money,  or  in  stock  of  the 
United  States,  equal  to  the  balance  reported  as  aforesaid  against  such 
State,  or  to  the  sum  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  the  debt  of  such 
State,  such  payment  or  expenditure,  when  so  made,  diall  be  accepted  by 
the  United  States  as  a  full  discharge  of  all  demands  on  account  of  said 
balance  ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  cause  credit  to  be  given  to  such  State  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  accordingly:  Provided^  however ^  Tliat  no 
more  than  one-third  part  of  the  whole  payment  or  expenditure  that  may 
be  made  by  any  such  State  shall  be  made  in  three  per  cent,  stock,  nor 
more  than  one-third  part  of  the  remaining  two-thirds  shall  be  made  in 
deferred  stock:  And  provided^  also.  That  any  such  Stat^  mav  obtain  a 
full  discharge,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  payment  or  expenditure  of  a  sum  of 
money,  sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  pur- 
chase, at  market  price,  the  different  species  of  stock,  the  payment  or  ex* 
penditure  of  which  would  be  accepted  as  a  full  dischai^  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  always^  and  be.  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  such 
State  as  aforesaid  shall  have  expended,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Government  of  the  United  States,  any  sum  of  money  in  fortifying 
any  place  since  ceded  by  such  State  to  the  United  States,  or  which  may 
be  so  ceded  within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  such  expend- 
iture, having  been  ascertained  and  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  taken  and  allowed  as  part  of  the  ex- 
penditure intended  by  tins  act 

Approved  February  15, 1799. 


Remarks  on  the  Domeetk  Debts^  Continental  and  State  CerHJicatee,  t^c. 

Immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  Con-^ 
gress  agreed  upon  the  measure  of  emitting  a  paper  currency,  on  the  fidth 
of  the  United  Colonies,  to  defray  the  accruing  expenses :  and  as  they  could 
propose  no  other  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  money  but  taxes,  and  as 
some  time  must  elapse  before  that  could  be  brought  into  effective  opera- 
tion, therefore,  in  order  to  supply  the  treasury,  and  to  anticipate  the 
emissions  of  paper,  they,  on  the  3d  October,  1776,  resolved  that  a  loan 
office  should  be  established  in  each  State  ;  and  for  continental  money  or 
specie  paid  in,  certificates  were  ordered  to  be  given  for  the  amount, 
promising  payment  of  the  principal  at  future  periods,  and  that  the  in- 
terest shouMl  be  paid  annually,  at  the  office  where  the  money  was  lent. 
Loans  were  made  accordingly,  from  time  to  tune,  to  a  large  amount;  and 
they  were  increased  by  the  two  emissions  of  continental  money  of  May 
aoth,  1777,  and  April  11th,  1778,  being  called  dut  of  circulation  in  the 
year  1779;  the  holders  of  said  bills  having  it  at  their  election  to  give  them 
on  loan  or  to  take  others  of  like  tenor. 

There  were  certificates  issued  to  quartermasters,  commissaries,  and 
other  puMic  officers,  to  be  by  them  paid  in  lieu  of  money,  for  services 
performed  and  articles  fumidied ;  and  also  certificates  to  discharge  the  in- 
lorest  due  upon  loan-office  certificates.  And  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  of 
September  Sdi^  1780,  certificates  were  given  for  the  balances  of  aecounti 


Mqaidaled  in  apaeie  value,  under  the  direetioa  of  the  Boaid  ofTteBsaxy. 
The  same  kind  weie  afterwards  given  to  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  army 
belonging  to  ooips  not  considered  as  a  part  of  either  of  the  United  States' 
motas,  for  the  depreciatioQ  upon  their  pay ;  all  of  which  came  under  the 
dBScription  of  loan-office  certificates. 

Although  it  appeals  Congress  were  fully  sensible  of  the  depreciation  of 
th^rmcMiey,  from  an  early  period^  and  labored  under  great  difficulties  on 
tf  lat  aceoont,  it  does  not  appear  that  they  relinqui^ed  the  idea  of  redeem- 
kig  it  agreeably  to  the  nominal  amount,  until  the  18th  March,  1780;  on 
whidi  day  a  resobre  was  passed,  that  gold  ami  silver,  and  the  bills  which, 
by  said  resolution^  wefte  ordered  to  be  emitted,  t4iould  be  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  different  States'  quotas  of  taxes,  at  the  rate  of  one  Spanish 
miUed  dollar,  in  lieu  of  forty  dollars  of  the  bills  then  in  circulation. 

Having,  at  that  period,  (18th  Mardi,  1780^)  fixed  a  rate  of  exchange, 
and  as  the  decrease  in  value  had  been  progressive  for  several  years,  it 
leoewarily  followed  that  they  should  look  back,  in  order  to  do,  at  least, 
9ifmi  justiee  to  all  their  creditors ;  accordingly,  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  • 
1780,  they  declared  that  the  holders  of  loan-office  certificates  should  sus- 
tain no  loss  thereon^  by  any  depreciation  of  the  bills  subsequent  to  the 
time  of  making  ^  loan  ;  and  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  in  the  same  year, 
it  was  resolved,  that  the  principal  of  all  loans  that  had  been  made  should 
be  finally  discha]^;ed,  by  paying  the  full  current  value  of  the  bills  when 
loaned;  and  that  the  value  thereof  shouki  be  ascertained  by  computing  a 
pcogreasive'  rate  of  depreciation,  commencing  with  the  1st  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1777,  and  continuing  to  the  18di  day  of  March,  1780,  from  period  to 
period,  assoming  the  depreciation  at  the  several  periods  to  be  as  fol- 
M>ws,  viz: 

On  the  1st  day  of  March,  1778,  one  dollar  and  three-quarters  of  a  dol- 
lar of  die  said  bills  for  one  ^panish  milled  dollar;  on  the  1st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  as  four  of  the  mrmer  for  one  of  the  latter;  on  the  1st  day 
of  March,  1779,  as  ten  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter;  on  the  1st  day 
of  September,  1779,  as  eighteen  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter;  and 
on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1780,  as  forty  of  the  former  for  one  of  the 
latter. 

It  was  at  the  same  time  further  resolved,  that  the  principal  of  all  cer- 
tifiqdtes  taken  out  since  the  I8th  March,  1780,  should  be  disdiarged  at 
tfa^  rate  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar,  or  the  current  exchange  thereof  in 
other  money  at  die  time  of  payment,  for  forty  dollars  of  the  said  bills  of 
credit  received  cm  loan ;  and  that  the  principal  of  all  certificates  that 
should  thereafter  be  taken  out,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  be  dis- 
charged at  the  same  rate,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  those  that  Imd  been 
taken  out  since  the  18th  March,  1780;  and  that  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent  per  annum,  be  computed  on  the  principal,  ascertained  as  afore- 
said, on  ail  loaii-office  certificates,  and  the  same  be  discharged  annually. 

Ainotig  the  sufierings  occasioned  by  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  and 
die  insufficiency  of  the  Treasury  to  answer  the  necessary  demands  during 
an  eight  years'  war,  those  of  the  continental  troops  were  far  from  being 
the  least ;  it  being  well  known  that,  for  a  long  period  of  faithful  services, 
they  received  but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  their  stipends.  And  although 
die  respective  States  had,  in  conformity  with  a  recommendation  of  Con- 
gress, made  settlements  with  their  troops  and  given  obligations  for  the 
[found  due  for  the  depreciation  of  pay  received  in  continental  money. 


lafge  arMtirages  were  due  at  &e  condostoiiof  the  war,  and  it  WM  neoea' 
aury  to*  make  a  final  settlement :  thNefotej  on  the  4th  July,  1783,  the 
Paymaster  General  was  ordered  to  settle  and  finally  adjust  aU  aooounta 
whiUseever  1>etween  the  United  States  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army,  so  as  to  include  all  and  every  demand,  and  to  give  certificates  for 
the  sums  whi(^  might  appear  due  on  such  settlement,  in  such  manner  and 
form  as  the  superintendent  of  finance  might  direct 

The  settlements  were  made  with  the  regimental  paymasters  and  an 
agent,  and  certificates  were  issued  in  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom 
granted,  and  the  time  from  which  they  were  to  bear  interest,  and  signed 
John  Pierce^  who  was  the  paymaster  general  and  commissioner  of  army 
accounts.  These  certificates,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  bear  interest 
from  the  following  periods:  1st  August,  1780;  1st  January,  1781;  1st 
January,  1783;  the  1st  January  and  23d  Mardi,  1783,  (whiich  last  was 
given  to  the  officers  who  retired  from  the  field  on  the  diferent  reforms  of 
the  army;  and  having  been  promised  half  pay  for  life  at  an  early  stage 
)  of  the  war,  they  agreed,  together  with  the  officers  who  continued  in  ser* 
vice,  to  commute  the  half  pay  for  five  years?  full  pay,)  and  the  4th  and 
15th  November,  1783,  which  were  given  for  the  arresurages  of  pay  due 
for  that  year,  commutation  to  the  officers,  and  a  gratuity  of  eighty  dol- 
lars to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  engaged  for  and 
continued  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  several  States,  in  compliance  with  the  reconmiendations  of  Coa* 
gress,  made  settlements  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  each  of 
them  respectively,  for  the'  depreciation  of  their  pay,  commencing  the  1st 
January,  1777,  and  estimating,  in  specie,  all  sums  of  continental  money 
by  them  received  at  difierent  periods,  agreeably  to  scales  of  depreciatioo 
made  for  the  purpose,  and  granted  certificates  for  the  balances  found  due. 

Some  of  the  States  likewise  granted  certificates  to  their  citizens  for  sei*> 
vices  in  the  militia,  to  troops  called  new  levies,  to  ranging  con^anies  em* 
ployed  for  the  defence  of  die  fiK)ntiers,  to  individuals  for  money  lent  and 
suppUes  furnished  the  State,  and  for  claims  due  the  creditors  of  persons 
whose  estates'  had  been  confiscated.  All  of  which  debts,  it  is  presumed, 
were,  so  fiir  as  they  appeared  to  have  been  contracted  for  the  common  de« 
fence  and  geaeral  welmre,  chained  against  the  United  States  in  the  set' 
tlement  of  the  general  account 

These  certificates,  issued  by  the  States,  were  mostly  printed  blanks,  filled 
up  in  writing,  and  signed  either  by  the  comptrollers,  tlreasurers,  commis- 
sioners, or  auditors  of  the  different  States,  respectively,  and  the  sums 
were  always  expressed  in  pounds;  whereas,  in  all  continental  certificates, 
the  sums  were  expressed  in  dollars.  Congress  having  directed  that  mode 
of  stating  and  keeping  their  accounts  firom  the  begmning. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Acts  qf  Congress  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  Stated, 
for  Funding  the  Domestic  Debt  thereof  and  extending  the  time  /or 
^eeiving  on  loan  the  said  domestic  debt. 

An  A^  mEking  prortsion  for  the  debt  of  the  Unhed  Stttes. 

Whereas  justice  and  the  support  of  public  credit  require  that  provis- 
ion should  be  made  for  fulfilUug  the  engagements  of  the  United  States 
in  respect  to  their  foreign  debt,  and  for  fimding  tl^eir  domestic  debt  upon 
equitable  and  satisfactory  terms  : 

Sec.  1.  JSe  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  B^fresentatives  qf 
the  United  States  of  •America  in  Congress  assenibled,  That  reserving^ 
out  of  the  moneys  which  have  arisen  since  the  last  day  of  December  last 
past,  and  which  shall  hereafter  arise,  from  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  aid 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,  the  yearly  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  appropriated,  irom  time  to  time,  towards  the  support  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  their  common  defence,  the  res- 
'idue  of  the  said  moneys,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  as  the 
same  shall  be  received  in  each  year,  next  after  the  sum  reserved  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  pajrment  «f 
the  interest  which  shall  from  time  to  time  become  due  on  the  Ipans 
heretofore  made  by  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries ;  and  also  t^ 
the  payment  of  interest  on  such  further  loans  a^  may  be  obtained  for 
discharging  the  arrears  of  interest  thereupon,  and  the  whole  or  any  jMOt 
of  the  principal  thereof;  to  continue  so  appropriated  until  the  said  loens^ 
as  well  those  already  made,  as  those  which  may  be  made  in  virtue  of  tUjs 
act,  riiall  be  fuUy  satisfied,  pi^rsuant  to  the  contracts  relating  to  the  same, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  •/Snd  provided^  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  annul  or  alter  any  ^ppjropriati^n 
by  law  made  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  act. 

And  as  new  loans  are,  and  will  be,  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the 
aforesaid  arrears  of  interest,  and  the  instalments  of  the  principal  of  the 
said  foreign  debt,  due.  and  growing  due,  and  may  also  be  found  expedi- 
ent for  effecting  an  entire  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  same : 

See.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of  tbp 
United  States,  a  sum  or  smns,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  mu* 
lions  of  dollars ;  and  that  so  much  of  this  sum  as  may  be  necessary  io 
Ae  d»charge  of  the  said  arrears  and  instalments,  and  (if  it  can  be  effected 
upon  tenns  advantageous  to  the  United  Stales)  to  the  paying  off  the 
iHiole  of  the  said  foreign  debt,  be  appropriated  solely  to  those  purposes : 
And  the  President  is,  moreover,  further  authorized  to  cause  to  be  made 
flwfa  ether  contracts  respecting  the  said  debt,  as  shall  be  found  for  thess- 
tenat  of  die  said  Sfta^ :  Provided,  nevertheleBs,  TbaX  no  ei^;ag6i|i09t 
aorMDtsad  ahidl  be  raleced  into  whidi  sbidl  preehide  the  United  Stetss 
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ftom  reimbuising  any  sum  or  sums  borrowed,  within  fifteen  yean  after 
the  same  shall  have  been  lent  or  advanced. 

And  whereas  it  is  deiiirable  to,  adapt  the  nature  of  the  provision  to  be 
made  for  the  domestic  debt  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the  United 
States,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  found  practicable,  consistently  with  good  faith 
and  the  rights  of  the  creditors,  which  can  only  be  done  by  a  voluntary 
loan  on  their  part: 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  ther^ore  further  enacted^  That  a  loan,  to  the  full  amount 
of  the  said  domestic  debt,  be,  and  tlie  same  is  hereby,  proposed  \  and  that 
books,  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  said  loan,  be  opened  at  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  and  by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  in  each 
of  the  said  States,  on  the  first  day  of  October  next ;  to  continue  open  un- 
til the  last  day  of  September  following,  inclusively;  and  that  the  sums 
which  shall  be  subscribed  thereto,  be  payable  in  certificates  issued  for  the 
tsaid  debt  according  to  their  specie  value,  and:  computing  the  interest  upon 
sueh  as  bear  interest  to  the  last  day  of  December  next,  inclusively ;  which 
said  certificates  shall  be  of  these  several  descriptions,  to  wit : 

Those  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasuiy. 

Those  issued  by  the  commissioners  of  loans  in  the  several  States,  in- 
cluding certificates  given  pursuant  to  ttie  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  for  bills  of  credit  of 
the  several  emissions  of  the  twentieth  of  May,  one  diousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  and  the  eleventh  or  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-ei^t. 

Those  issued  by  the  commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts 
of  the  quartermaster,  commissary,  hospital,  clothing,  and  marine  depart-* 
ments. 

Those  issaed  by  the  commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  accounts  in 
the  respective  States. 

Those  issued  by  the  late  and  present  paymaster  general,  or  commis- 
'sioner  of  army  accounts. 

Those  issued  for  the  payment  of  interest,  commonly  called  indents  of 
interest. 

And  in  the  bills  of  credit,  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
4a  Congress  assembled,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  the  said  bills 
Cor  one  dollar  in  specie. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  efmctedy  That  for  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of 
any  sum  subscribed  to  the  said  foan,  by  any  person  or  persons,  or  body 
politic,  which  shall  be  paid  in  the  principal  of^the  said  domee^  debt,  the 
stibscriber  or  subscribers  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate,  purporting  that 
the  United  States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or  their 
assigns,  a  sum  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  sum  so 
paid,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarter- 
yearly,  and  subject  to  redemption  by  payments  not  exoeeoinff ,  in  one  year, 
on  account  both  of  principal  and  interest,  the  {Hroportion  of  eight  doUars 
upon  a  hundred  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  such  certificate ;  and  to  anotfier 
certificate,  purporting  tliat  the  United  States  owe  to  the  hcrfder  or  hold^s 
tfiereof,  his,  her,  or  dieir  assigns,  a  simi  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to 
the  proportion  of  thirty-du*ee  dollars  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  upon  a  hun- 
dred of  the  sum  so  paid;  which,  after  the  year  one  thousand  eig^t  hundred, 
shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payaUe  quarter-yeariy, 
^akid  sul)ject  to  redmnption  by  payments  not  ex)eeemng»  in  one  yeer^  on 


acooimt  borh  of  pdnci^  and  inteorest,  ^  proportion  of  eiglit  doUars  upoi^ 
a  hundred  of  /he  sum  mentioned  in  such  certificate:  Provided y  That  it 
ihall  not  oe  understood  that  the  United  States  shall  be  bound  or  obliged 
to  redeem  in  the  proportion  aforesaid ;  but  it  shall  be  understood  only^ 
that  they  have  a  right  to  do  so. 

Sec.  5.  Jlnd  be  it  fwriher  enacted^  That  for  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of 
any  sum  subscribed  to  the  said  loan  by  any « person  or  persons,  or  body 
politic,  \i^ch  shall  be  paid  in  the  interest  of  the  said  domestic  debt,  com- 
poted  to  the  said  last  day  of  December  next,  or  in  the  said  certificates 
issued  in  payment  of  interest,  commonly  called  indents  of  interest,  the 
subscriber  or  subscribers  ahaW  be  entided  to  a  certificate,  purporting  thul 
the  United  States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or  their 
aligns,  a  sum  to  be  specified  therein,  equal  to  that  by  him,  her,  or  them 
so  paid,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quar* 
ter-yearly,  and  subject  to  redemption  by  payment  of  the  sum  specified 
therein,  whenever  provision  shall  be  made  by  law  for  that  purpose. 

Sec*  6.  •tf/w/  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed 
for  each  State,  to  reside  therein,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the 
subscriptions  to  the  said  loan  ;  to  open  books  for  the  same  ;  to  receive  the 
certificates  which  shall  be  presented  in  payment  thereof;  to  liquidate  the 
specie  value  of  such  of  them  as  shall  not  have  been  before  liquidated  ;  to 
issue  the  certificates  above  mentioned,  in  lieu  thereof,  according  to  ttiQ 
terms  of  each  subscription ;  to  enter,  in  books  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that 
purpose,  credits  to  the  respective  subscribers  to  the  said  loan,  for  the  sunui 
to  which  they  shall  be  respectively  entitled ;  to  transfer  the  said  credits 
ilpon  the  said  books,  from  time  to  tii^o^  as  shall  be  requisite  ;  to  pay  the 
interest  thereupon  as  the  same  shall  become  due;  and,generaUy,  to  observe 
and  perform  such  directions  and  regulations  as  shall  be  ]>rescribed  to  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  touching  the  execution  of  his  office. 

Sec  7.  J2nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  stock  which  shall  be  crea* 
ted  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  transferable  only  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  the  said  commissioners  respectively,  upon  which  the  credit 
for  the  same  shall  exist  at  the  time  of  transfer,  by  the  proprietor  or  pro* 
prietors  of  such  stock,  his,  her,  or  their  attorney :  but  it  shall  be  lawfiil  jfov 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  special  warrant,  under  his  hand  and 
the  seal  of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller  and  registered 
by  the  Register,  at  tlie  request  of  the  respective  proprietors,  to  authorize 
the  transfer  of  such  stock  firom  the  books  of  the  commissioner  to  those  of 
another  commissioner,  or  to  those  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  those  of  the 
Treasury  to  those  of  a  conumssinner. 

Sec  d»  •dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  interest  upon  the  said 
stock,  as  the  same  shall  become  due,  shall  be  payable  quarter-yearly,  thai 
is  to  say :  one  fourth  part  thereof  on  the  last  daj  of  March ;  one  other 
foforth  part  thereof  on  the  last  4&y  of  June  ;  one  other  fourth  part  thereof 
on  the  last  day  of  September  ;  and  the  r^naining  fourth  part  thereof  <m 
the  last  day  of  Decemlfer,  in  each  year,  beginning  on  the  last  day  of  March 
next  ensuing  and  payment  shall  be  nmde  wheresoever  the  credit  for  the  said 
stock  shall  exist  at  the  time  such  interest  shall  become  due,  that  is  to  say: 
at  the  Treasury,  if  Uie  credit  for  the  same  shall  theai  exist  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  or  at  the  office  of  die  comnpdssioner  upon  whose  books 
such  credit  shidl  then  exist  But  if  the  interest  for  one  quarter  shall  not 
be  demanded  before  the  expiration  of  a  third  qoiirter,  the  same  shall  be 
afterwards  demandable  only  at  the  Treasury. 


Aaiy  as  it  mar  hap^n  that  some  of  fhe  ^i^tors  of  Ihe  United  Statds 
may  not  think  nt  to  become  subscribers  to  the  said  loan : 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  in  anywise  to  alter,  abridge,  or  impair  the  rights  of  those 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  loan,  or 
the  contracts  upon  wMch  their  rec^otive  claims  are  founded ;  but  the  said 
bontraets  and  rights  ^coXl  remain  in  AiU  force  and  virtue. 

And  that  sudi  creditors  may  not  be  excluded  from  a  participation  in 
the  benefit  hereby  intended  to  the  creditors  of  the  United  States  in  general^ 
while  tho  said  proposed  loan  shall  be  depending,  and  until  it  shall  appear, 
ftom  the  event  thereof,  what  further  or  other  arrangements  may  be  neces- 
sary respecting  the  said  domestic  debt  : 

Sec.  10.  Be  it,  therefore^  further  endcted,  That  such  of  the  creditors 
of  the  United  States  as  may  not  subscribe  to  the  said  loan,  rfiall  never- 
theless receive,  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven  huudred  and  ninety- 
one,  a  rate  per  centum  on  the  respective  amounts  of  their  respective  de- 
mands, including  interest  to  the  last  day  of  December  next,  equal  to  the 
interest  payable  to  subscribing  ci*editors,  to  be  paid  at  the  same  times,  at 
the  same  places,  and  by  the  same  persons,  as  is  hereinbefore  directed 
concerning  the  interest  on  the  stock  which  may  be  created  in  virtue  of  the 
said  proposed  loan.  But  as  some  of  the  certificates  now  in  circulation 
have  not  heretofore  been  liquidated  to  specie  value,  as  most  of  them  arc 
gready  subject  to  counterfeit,  and  counterfeits  have  actually  taken  place 
hi  numerous  instances;  and  as  embarrassment  and  imposition  might,  for 
Aiese  reasons,  attend  the  payment  of  interest  on  those  certificates  in  their 
present  form;  it  shall,  therefore,  be  necessary,  to  entitle  the  said  creditors 
to  the  benefit  of  the  said  payment,  that  those  of  them  who  do  not  possess 
certificates  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  registered  debt, 
should  produce,  previous  to  the  first  day  of  June  next,  their  respective 
certificates,  either  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  to  some  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  end  that  the  same 
may  be  cancelled,  aud  other  certificates  issued  in  lieu  thereof ;  which  new 
certificates  shall  specify  the  specie  amount  of  those'  in  exchange  for  whidi 
they  are  given,  and  shall  be  otherwise  of  the  like  tenor  with  those  here- 
tofinre  issued  by  the  said  Register  of  the  Treasury  for  tfie  said  registered 
debt,  and  diall  be  transferable  on  the  like  principles  with  those  directed 
to  be  issued  on  accoimt  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  loan  hereby  proposed. 

Sec.  11.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  commissioners  who  shall  be 
appointed  pursuant  to  this  act  shall,  respectively,  be  cMitled  to  the  follow- 
ing yearly  salaries,  that  is  to  say :  The  commissioner  for  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  commissioner  for  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  fifteen  hundr^  dollars ;  the  commissioner  fcnr  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  six  himdred  dollars ;  the 
commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  one  thousand  dollars ;  tfre 
commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  York,  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  tfie 
commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  seven  hundred  dollars;  the 
commissioner  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  fifteen  hundred  dollars ;  the 
commisdoner  for  the  State  of  Delaware,  six  hundred  dollars ;  the  com- 
missioner for  the  State  of  Maryland,  one  thousand  dollars;  the  comini»> 
tibner  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  fifteen  hundred  dollars ;  the  commissioned 
for  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  one  thousand  dollars;  die  commissioner 
lor  the  Stale  of  South  QardUna,  one  thousand  ddOars;  the  eonunissioneT 


br  the  State  of  Oeorgiay  serou  hnndDad  dcfUaxs;  whkh  wiwM  obatt  be 
in  fidl  compensation  for  all  services  and  expenses. 

Sec.  12.  Jlful  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  commissioners,  before 
they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  several  ofiices,  shall  respectively 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  the  diligent  and  faithful  execution  of  their 
trusty  and  shall  also  become  bound,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisr 
fitction  of  the  Secretary  of  the- Treasury,  in  a  penalty  not  less  [than]  five 
thousand,  nor  more  timn  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  theii 
good  behaviour  in  their  said  offices,  respectively. 

And  whereas  a  provision  for  the  debts  of  the  respective  States  by  the 
United  States  would  be  greatly  conducive  to  an  orderly,  economical,  aoA 
effectual  arrangement  of  the  public  finances  : 

Sec  13.  Be  it,  ther^ore,  further  enactedj  That  a  loan  be  proposed,  (o 
the  amount  of  tw«nty-one  millions  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
that  subscriptions  to  the  said  loan  be  received  at  the  same  times  and  places, 
and  by^the  same  pei'sons,  as  in  respect  to  the  loan  heretofore  proposed 
eonceroing  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  sums 
which  ^lall  be  subscribed  to  the  said  loan  shall  be  payable  in  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  certificates  or  notes  which,  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
January  last,  were  issued  by  the  respective  States,  as  acknowledgments 
or  evidences  of  debts  by  them  respectively  owing,  except  certificates 
i»ued  by  the  commissioners  of  army  accounts,  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
Ima,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six:  Provided^ 
That  no  greater  sum  sliall  be  received  in  the  certificates  of  any  State  than 
as  follows  $  that  is  to  say  : 

in  those  of  New  Hampshire,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  those  of  Massachusetts,  four  million  dollars. 

In  those  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

In  those  of  Connecticut^  one  million  six  hundred  thopsemd  doUsirs. 

In  those  of  New  York,  one  million  two  himdred  thousand  dollars. 

In  diose  of  New  Jersey,  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  those  of  Pennsylvania,  two  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  those  of  Delaware,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  those  of  Maryland,  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  those  of  Virginia,  three  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  those  of  North  Carolina,  two  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 

In  those  of  South  Carolina,  four  million  dollars. 

In  those  of  Georgia,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

And  provided^  That  no  such  certificate  shall  be  received  which,  from 
die  tenor  thereof^  or  from  any  public  record,  act,  or  dociunent,  shall  appear, 
or  can  be  ascertained,  to  have  been  issued  for  any  purpose  other  than 
compensations  and  expenditures  for  services  or  supplies  towards  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  late  war,  and  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  or  some 
part  thereof,  during  the  same. 

Sec.  14.  Prwided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  if  the  total 
amount  of  the  sums  which  shall  be  subscribed  to  the  said  loan,  in  the 
debt  of  any  State,  within  the  time  limited  for  receiving  subscriptions 
thereto,  shall  exceed  the  sum  by  this  act  allowed  to  be  subscribed  withiji 
such  State,  the  certificates  and  credits  granted  to  the  respective  subscribers 
shall  bear  such  proportion  to  the  sums  by  them  respectively  subscribed  a^ 
the  total  amount  of  the  said  sums  shall  bear,  to  the  whole  sum  so  allow^ 
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to  be  subsKiribed  in  tiie  debt  of  such  State  within  the  same.  And  eveiy 
subscriber  to  the  said  loan  shall,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  deposite  with 
the  commissioner  the  certificates  or  notes  to  be  loaned  by  him. 

Sec.  15.  yind  be  it  further  enacted j  That  for  two-thirds  of  any  sum 
subscribed  to  the  said  loan,  by  any  person  or  persons,  or  body  politic, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  certificates  or  notes 
issued  as  aforesaid  by  the  respective  States,  the  subscriber  or  subscribers 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate,  purporting  tfiat  the  United  States  owe  to 
the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  or  his,  her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum  to  be 
expressed  therein,  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  aforesaid  two-thirds,  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarter-yearly,  and 
subject  to  redemption  by  payments  not  exceeding  in  one  year,  on  account 
both  of  principal  and  interest,  the  proportion  of  eight  dollars  upon  a  hun- 
dred of  the  siun  mentioned  in  such  certificate ;  and  to  another  certificate, 
purporting  that  the  United  States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  his, 
her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to  the  propor- 
tion of  thirty-three  dollars  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  upon  a  hundred,  of 
the  said  two-thirds  of  such  siun  so  subscribed,  which,  after  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num, payable  quarter-yearly,  and  subject  to  redemption  by  payments  not 
exceeding  in  one  year,  on  account  both  of  principal  and  interest,  the  pro- 
portion of  eight  dollars  upon  a  hundred  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  sudi 
certificate ;  and  that,  for  the  remaining  third  of  any  sum  so  subscribed, 
&e  subscriber  or  subscribers  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate,  pmrporting 
that  the  United  States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or 
their  assigns,  a  sum  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to  the  said  remaining 
third,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  quarter- 
yearly,  and  subject  to  redemption  by  payment  of  the  sum  specified  therein, 
.whenever  provision  shall  be  made  by  law  for  that  piUTpose. 

Sec  16.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  interest  upon  the  certifi- 
cates  which  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  the  sums  subscribed  towards 
the  said  loan,  shall  be  computed  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  inclusively;  and  the  interest  upon  the 
stock  which  shall  be  created  by  virtue  of  the  said  loan,  shall  commence 
or  begin  to  accrue  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  and  shall  be  payable  quarter-yearly,  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  like  manner,  as  the  interest  on  the  stock  to  be  created  by 
virtue  of  the  loan  above  proposed  in  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  17.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  the  whole  sum  allowed  to 
be  subscribed  in  the  debt  or  certificates  of  any  State,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
not  be  subscribed  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  limited,  such  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  shall  receive,  from  the  United  States,  an 
interest  per  centum  per  annum  upon  so  much  of  the  said  sum  as  shall  not 
have  been  so  subscribed,  equal  to  that  which  would  have  accrued  on  the 
deficiency,  had  the  same  been  subscribed  in  trust  for  the  non-subscribing 
creditors  of  such  State,  who  are  holders  of  certificates  or  notes  issued  on 
account  of  services  or  supplies  towards  the  prosecution  of  the  late  war,  and 
the  defence  of  the  United  States,  or  of  some  part  thereof,  to  be  paid  in  like 
manner  as  the  interest  on  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virtue  of 
the  said  loan,  and  to  continue  until  there  shall  be  a  settlement  of  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  individual  States ;  and  in  case  a 


47 

balance  fibaQ  then  appear  in  favor  of  such  State^  until  provision  shall  be 
made  for  fiie  said  balance. 

But  as  certain  States  have,  respectively,  issued  their  own  certificates,  in 
exchange  for  those  of  the  United  States,  wherefly  it  might  happen  that 
interest  might  be  twice  payable  on  the  same  sums : 

Sec.  18.  Be  i  I  further  enacted,  That  the  payment  of  interest,  whether  to 
States  or  to  individuals,  in  respect  to  the  debt  of  any  State  by  which  such 
exchange  shall  have  been  made,  shall  be  suspended,  until  it  shall  appear* 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  certificates  issuea 
fot  that  purpose  by  such  State  have  been  re-exchauged  or  redeemed ;  or 
until  those  which  shall  not  have  been  re-exchanged  or  redeemed  shall 
be  surrendered  to  the  United  States. 

Sec  19.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  debt  of  each 
State  as  shall  be  subscribed  to  the  said  loan,  and  the  moneys  (if  any) 
that  ^all  be  advanced  to  the  same,  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  a  charge 
against  such  State,  in  account  with  the  United  States. 

Sec  20.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  moneys  arising  under  the 
revenue  laws  which  have  been,  or  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress may  be,  passed,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be^ 
and  are  hereby,  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  the  dtock  which  shall  be  created  by  the  loans  aforesaid,  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act;  first  paying  that  which  shall  arise  on  the' stock 
created  by  virtue  of  the  said  first-mentioned  loan^  to  continue  so  pledged 
and  appropriated  until  the  final  redemption  of  the  said  ^ock,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  reservations 
and  priorities  as  may  be  requisite  to  satisfy  the  appropriations  heretofore 
made,  and  which,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  may  be  made 
by  law,  induding  the  sums  hereinbefore  reserved  and  appropriated:  And 
to  the  end  that  the  said  moneys  may  be  inviokbly  applied  in  conformity 
to  this  act,  and  may  never  be  diverged  to  any  otlier  purpose,  an  account 
diall  be  kept  of  the  receipts  and  disposition  thereof,  separate  and  distinct 
firom  the  product  of  any  other  duties,  imposts,  excises,  and  taxes  what- 
soever, except  such  as  may  be  hereafter  laid  to  make  good  any  deficien- 
cy which  may  be  found  in  the  product  thereof,  towards  satisfying  the  in- 
terest aforesaid. 

Sec  21.  ^nd  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  pledged  to  provide  and  appropriate  hereafter 
SQcfa  additional  and  permanent  funds  as  may  be  requisite  towards  supply- 
ing any  sudb  deficiency,  and  making  full  provision  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  which  shaU  accrue  on  the  stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  of  the  loans 
aforesaid,  in  conformity  to  the  terms  thereof,  respectively,  and  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  certificates  to  be  granted  for  the  same  pursuant  to 
this  act. 

Sec  22.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
which  diall  be  made  of  lands  in  the  Western  Territory,  now  belonging,  or 
that  may  hereafter  belong,  to  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby^ 
appropriated  towards  sinking  or  discharging  the  debts,  for  the  payment 
whereof  the  United  States  now  are,  or  by  virtue  of  this  act  may  be,holdeni 
and  diall  be  applied  solely  to  that  use,  until  the  said  debts  shall  be  fully 
sUisfied. 

Approved  August  4, 1790. 
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Kf rs^— To  tlic  pno^diag  act,  (he  abt  ol  May  8»  ]7fll,i«  iUfppleiiioiitary,  an^  tatands  to  th« 

first  day  of  March,  1793,  the  term  for  receiTing  on  loan  that  part  of  the  domestic  debt  af  the 
United  States  which  had  not  been  subscribed  pmrsuant  to  the  proTisioos  of  the  foregoing  act. 
By  act  of  March  S,  1793,  the  taRn  is  further  extended  until  the  last  day  of  June,  1794 ;  and  still  - 
Ibrther  extended,  by  aci  of  May  30, 1794,  until  the  last  day  of  December,  1794.  By  act  of  Jan- 
uary 88, 1795,  until  the  3fst  of  December,  1795.  By  act  of  February  19, 1796,  until  the  31st  of 
JDecember,  1796.  And  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  19th  of  February,  1796,  are  continued  ia 
Ibrce,  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1797,  until  the  31st  of  December,  1797.  With  regard  to  the  trans- 
fer of  stock,  see  the  act  of  January  3d,  1795,  which  is  reviTed  and  continued  in  force  until  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1799,  by  the  act  of  the  6th  of  July,  1797.  See,  moreover,  in  relation  to 
^e  public  debt,  the  act  of  August  12, 1790.  The  fiAh  section  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1799,  appor- 
tionsclerks  and  clerk-hire  to  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  the 
preceding  acL  By  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  April  7, 1796,  the  nett  proceeds  of  certain 
lands  are  added  to  the  fUnd  for  sinking  the  public  debt. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States. 

.  Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatwes  ef 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  tenn  for 
teceiring  on  loan  that  part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  tJnited  States 
which  hath  not  been  subscribed  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  milking  provisicm  for  the  debt  of  the  United  Statep/' 
riiall  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  extended,  on  the  same  terms  as  in  and  by  the 
said  act  is  provided,  to  the  first  day  of  March  next ;  and  books,  for  receiv- 
ing such  further  subscriptions,  shall  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  the  commissioner  of  loans  in  each  of  the  said 
States,  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  which  shall  continue  open  imtil  the 
said  first  day  of  March  next,  inclusively;  for  which  purpose  the  said  com- 
missioners, respectively,  are  hereby*  invested  with  the  like  powers,  and 
required  to  perform  the  like  duties,  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  is  directed. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  of  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  as  liave  not  subscribed,  and  shall  not  subscribe,  to  the  said 
loan,  shall,  nevertheless,  receive  a  rate  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  so 
much  of  their  respective  demands,  as  well  for  interest  as  principal,  as  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  March  shall  be  registered  conformably  to  the 
directions  of  the  said  act,  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  interest  payable  to  the 
subscribing  creditors,  which  shall  be  payable  at  the  same  times  and 
places,  and  by  the  same  persons,  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  is  directed. 

Sec.  3.  Jiild  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  term  for  receiving  upon 
loan  that  part  of  the  debts  of  the  respective  States  which  hath  not  been 
subscribed  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in  the  act  aforesaid,  shall  be, 
and  it  is  hereby,  enlarged,  on  the  same  terms  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  is 
provided,  imtil  the  fii^  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
i^nety-three,  incluavely ;  for  whidi  purpose  books  shall  be  opened  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  commissioners  of  loans  in 
each  of  the  said  States,  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  which  shall  continue 
open  imtil  the  first  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  inclusively;  for  which  purposes  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby 
invested  with  the  like  powers,  and  required  to  perform  the  like  duties,  as 
'  in  and  by  the  said  act  is  directed. 
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Sec  4.  Ppom^M^abmi^s^$mdUMJuriAere9weU^ 
sioner  of  loans  for  North  Carolina  shall  not  be  allowed  to  receive  any 
certificate  issued  by  Patrick  Traverse  commissioner  of  Cumberland  jcounty, 
or  by  the  commissioners  of  army  accounts  at  Warrenton* 

Sec  5.  And  whereas  the  United  States  are  indebted  to  certain  foreign 
officers  on  account  of  pay  and  services  during  the  late  war,  the  interest 
whereof,  pursuant  to  the  certificates  granted  to  the  said  officers  by  virtue 
of  a  resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  is  payable  at 
tfie  house  of *  Grand,  banker,  at  Paris,  and  it  is  expedient  to  dis- 
cbarge the  same :  JBe  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  discharged 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  said  debt,  out  of  any  of  the  moneys  wluch 
have  been,  or.  shall  be,  obtained  on  loan  in  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
and  which  shall  not  be  necessary  ultimately  to  fulfil  the  purposes  for 
which  the  said  moneys  are,  in  ana  by  the  said  act,  authorized  to  be  bor- 
rowed. 

Sec  6.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Attorney  General,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  conmiissioners, 
who,  or  any  three  of  whom,  are  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  at  its  market  price,  if  not  exceeding  the  par  or  true  vdue  thereof;, 
fi)r  which  purchase  the  interest  on  so  much  of  the  public  debt  as  has 
already  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  purchased  for  the  United  States,  or  as 
diall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  so  much  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
fi>r  the  payinent  of  the  interest  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt,  as  shall 
exceed  what  may  be  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  such  interest  to  the 
(^editors  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  and  are  hereby,  appropriated. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  render  to  the  Legis- 
lature, within  two  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  first  session 
thereof,  in  every  year,  a  fuU  and  precise  account  of  all  such  purchases 
made,  and  public  debt  redeemed,  in  pursuance  of  this  act 

Sec  7.  And  whereas  it  isexpedient  to  establish  a  fund  for  the  gradual 
reduction  of  the  pubUc  debt :  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  interest  on 
so  much  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States  as  has  been,  or  shall  be,  pur- 
chased or  redeemed  for  or  by  the  United  States,  or  as  shall  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  thereof  in  satisfacticm  of  any  debt  or  demand,  and  the  sur- 
plus of  any  sum  or  sums  appropriated  for  the  pa3rment  of  the  interest  upon 
t^  said  debt,  which  shall  remain  a.fter  paying  such  interest,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  appropriated  and  pledged,  firmly  ai\d  inviolably,  for  and  to 
the  purchase  and  redemption  of  the  said  debt,  to  be  appli^,  under  tho 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  Senale,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Atton^ey  General,  for  d»o 
time  being,  or  any  three  of  them,  widi  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  for  tfie  time  being,  in  manner  following  4  that  is  to 
say:  Rrst,  to  the  purchase  of  the  seveial  species  of  stock  constituting  the 
d^  of  the  United  States,  at  their  respective  market  prices,  not  exceeding 
the  par  or  true  value  thereof,  and,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  in  equal  i»K>por- 
tions,  untU  the  annual  amount  of  the  said  funds,  tc^tber  widi  any  otheor 
provinons  which  may  be  made  by  law,  shall  be  equal  to  two  per  centum 
of  the  wtiole  amount  of  the  outstanding  funded  stoek  bearmg  a  present 
interest  of  six  per  centum :  ThenoQ&rtti,  secondly,  to  the  redemption  of 
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ttie  said  last-memioned  stock,  accoT$iig  to  the  right  for  tfiat  purpose  re- 
served to  the  United  States,  until  the  whole  amount  thereof  shall  have 
been  redeemed :  And  lastly,  after  such  redemption,  to  the  purchase,  at  its 
market  price,  of  any  other  stock,  consisting  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  which  may  then  remain  unredeemed ;  and  such  purchase,  as  far 
as  the  fund  shall  at  any  time  extend,  shall  be  made  within  thirty  days 
next  after  each  day  on  which  a  quarterly  payment  of  interest  on  the 
debt  of  the  United  States  shall  become  due ;  and  shall  be  made  by  a 
known  agent,  to  be  named  by  the  said  commissioners. 

Sec.  8.  And  6e  it  further  enactedy  That  all  future  purchases  of  public 
debt,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  made  at  the  lowest  price 
at  which  the  same  can  be  obtained  by  open  purchase,  or  by  receiving 
sealed  proposals,  to  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  commiseioners,  or 
persons  authorized  by  them  to  make  purchases,  and  the  persons  maldng^ 
such  proposals. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  quarter-yearly  accoimts  of 
the  application  of  the  said  fund  shall  be  rendered  for  settlement,  as  other 
public  accounts,  accompanied  with  returns  of  the  sums  of  the  said  debt 
which  shall  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  purchased  or  redeemed ;  and 
full  and  exact  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  in- 
cluding a  statement  of  the  disbursements  which  shall  have  been  made, 
and  of  the  sums  which  shall  have  been  purchased  or  redeemed,  under 
their  direction,  and  specifying  dates,  prices^  parties,  and  places,  shall  be 
laid  before  Congress  within  the  first  fourteen  days  of  each  session  which 
may  ensue  the  present,  during  the  execution  of  the  said  trust. 

Approved  May  8,  1792. 


An  Act  for  extending  the  time  for  reeeiying  on  lofin  that  part  of  the  domeslic  debt  of  the  United 
States  which  may  not  bo  aubscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Representatives  qf 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  term  for 
receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  not  have  been  subscribed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,''  be  extended,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
tiM>usand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  until  the  last  day  of  Jime,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  inclusively,  on  Uie  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  pro- 
vifflon  {qt  the  debt  of  the  United  States :''  Provided^  That  the  books  fi>r 
receiving  the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury  of 
Ihe  United  States. 

Sec  «.  And  be  it  further  enactedj  That  such  of  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  as  have  not  subscribed,  and  shall  not  subscribe,  to  the  said 
loan,  shall,  nevertheless,  receive,  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  a  rate  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  sudi  of 
tdieir  demands  as  shall  have  been  registered  conformable  to  the  directions 
eontained  in  the  said  act,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundr^  and  ninety-four,  equal  to  the  interest  which  would  be 
payable  to  them  as  subscribing  creditors. 

Approved  March  2, 1793. 


Aa  Act  farther  extending  tbe  time  &r  reee!?ing  on  loan  the  domestic  debt  dS  the  United  Statet. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
ike  United  States  qf  •America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  term  for 
receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the  demestic  debt  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  not  have  been  subscribed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  extending  the  time  for  receiving  On  loan  that  part  of  the  domestic 
debt  of  the  United  States  which  may  not  be  subscribed  prior  ito  the  first 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three/'  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  further  extended,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  June 
ensuing,  imtil  the  last  day  of  December  next,  inclusively,  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making 

i)rovision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States:*'  Provided,  That  the  books 
or  receiving  the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  of  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  as  have  not  subscribed,  and  shall  not  subscribe,  to  the  said 
loan,  shall,  nevertheless,  receive,  diu-ing  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  a  rate  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of 
their  demands  as  have  been  registered,  or  as  shall  be  registered  at  the 
Treasury,  conformable  to  the  directions  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,'*  equal  to  the  interest  which 
would  be  payable  to  them  as  subscribing  creditors. 

Approved  May  30, 1794. 


An  Act  farther  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on  loan  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Sepresentatives  qf 
ike  United  States  of  Jimerica  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  term  for 
recetving  on  loan  that  part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States 
which  has  not  been  subscribed  in  pursuance  of  the  {Mrovisions  heretofore 
made  by  law  for  that  purpose,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  further  extended 
until  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next,  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  contained  in  the  act  entitled  <<  An  act  making  provision  for 
tbe  debt  of  the  United  States  :^'  Provided,  That  the  books  for  receiving 
tbe  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

S^c  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  of  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  as  have  not  subscribed,  and  shall  not  subscribe,  to  the  said 
k>an,  shall,  nevertheless,  receive,  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  a  rate  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their 
demands  as  have  been  registered,  or  as  shall  be  registered  at  the  Treasury, 
conformable  to  the  directions  in  the  act  entided  '^  An  act  making  provis- 
km  for  the  debt  of  die  United  States,''  equal  to  the  interest  whidi  would 
be  payable  to  them  as  subscribing  creditors.  ' 

Approved  January  2^,  1795. 


An  Aa  further  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on  loan  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  ena^d  by  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Rjmrtseniatives  ^ 
the  Vmied  States  qfJlmeriea  in  Cmtgrees  msembJed,  Tliat  the  term  6^ 


recetriogcMaloan  that  part  of  the  dome^cd^btctfihioU&iled  States  wfaiofa 
has  not  been  subscribed,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  heretofore  made 
by  law  for  that  purpose,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  further  extended 
until  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next,  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  contained  m  the  act  ^titled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  debt  of  the  United  States :'',  Provided,  That  the  books  for  receiving 
the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  ttfnrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  reimburse 
so  much  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  or  stock  which  may  be  subscribed 
pursuant  to  this  act,  as  will  make  the  reimbursement  thereof  equal,  in  pro- 
portion and  degree,  to  that  of  the  same  stock  subscribed  antecedent  to  the 
present  year ;  and  the  said  reimbursement  shall  be  made  at  the  expiration 
of  the  quarter  in  which  such  debt  or  stock  shall  be  subscribed,  and  pur- 
suant to  the  rules  and  conditions  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt*' 

Sec.  S.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  of  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  as  have  not  subscribed,  and  shall  not  subscribe,  to  the  said 
loan,  shall,  nevertheless,  receive,  during  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six,  a  rate  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  de- 
mands as  have  been  registered,  or  as  shall  be  registered  at  the  Treasury, 
conformably  to  the  directions  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision 
for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,'*  equal  to  the  interest  which  would  be 
payable  to  them  as  subscribing  creditors. 

Approved  February  19,  1796. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  for  receiving  on  loan  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  StafaM; 

Sec.  1.  Beit  er^acted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  qf  •America  in  Coru^ress  assembled,  That  all  the  several 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  further  extending  the  time  for  re- 
ceiving on  loan  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States,'*  passed  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  be, 
and  tfiey  are  hereby,  continued  in  force  until  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  extend  to  any  evidence  of  public  debt  which  may  be 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation. 

Approved  Mardi  3, 1797. 


Aa  A€t  maJdng  provieum  for  the  Kdenption  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the  UmlcU 

SUtet, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  so  much  of  the  dtities  on  merchandise 
'and  tonnage,  as,  together  with  the  moneys  other  than  surpluses  of  rev- 
enue, which  now  constitute  the  sinking  fund,  or  shall  accrue  to  it  by 
virtue  of  any  provisions  heretofore  made,  and,  together  with  the  sums 
annually  required  to  discharge  the  annual  interest  and  charges  accruing 
oa  the  present  debt  of  the  Unked  States,  inohidbig  temporary  loans  here- 
tfiAasi  obtained^  and  also  fiUure  loaiit  whioh  may  be  made  for  sdimbui»* 
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htf  or  redeeming  any  instalments,  dr  parts  of  the  principal  of  the  said  debt, 
vul  amomit  to  an  annual  sum  of  seven  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  be,  and  the  same  herebv  is,  yearly  appropriated  to  the  said  fund ; 
and  the  said  sums  are  hereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  moneys  heretofore  appro* 
priated  to  the  said  fund,  to  be  applied  by  the  said  commissioners  to  the 
payment  of  interest  and  charges,  and  to  the  reimbursement  or  redemption 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  and  shall  be  and  continue  appropri- 
ated until  the  whole  of  the  present  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  the  loans 
which  may  be  made  for  reimbursing  or  redeeming  any  parts  or  uistaU 
mentsof  thejprincipal  of  the  said  debt,  shall  be  reimbursed  and  redeemed : 
Praviikdj  Tiiat  after  the  whole  of  the  said  debt — ^thfe  old  six  per  cent 
stock,  the  deferred  stock,  the  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-six  six  per  cent, 
stock,  and  three  per  cent  stock  excepted — shall  have  been  reimbursed  or 
redeemed,  any  balance  of  the  sums  annually  appropriated  by  this  act, 
which  may  remain  imexpended  at  the  end  of  six  months  next  succeeding 
the  end  of  the  calendar  year  to  which  such  annual  appropriation  refers, 
shall  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  and  cease  to  be  vested,  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  in  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund ;  and  the  appropriation, 
so  &r  as  relates  to  such  unexpended  balance,  shall  cease  and  determine. 

Sec.  2.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  annually,  and  in  each  year,  to  cause  to  be  paid  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  the  said  siun  of  seven  millions  three 
hm[)dred  thousand  dollars,  in  such  payments,  and  at  such  times  in  each 
year,  as  the  situation  of  the  treasury  will  permit :  Provided,  TTiat  all  such 
payments  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  said  commissioners  to  dis- 
charge or  reimburse  any  demands  against  the  United  States,  on  account 
of  the  principal  or  interest  of  the  debt  which  shall  be  actually  due  in  con- 
formity to  the  engagements  of  the  said  States,  shall  be  made  at  such  time 
and  times,  in  each  year,  as  will  enable  the  said  commissioners  faithfully 
and  punctually  to  comply  with  such  engagement. 

Sec.  3.  •^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  reimbursements  of  the 
capital  or  principal  of  the  present  debt  of  the  United  States,  including 
future  loans  whicri  may  be  made  for  reimbursing  or  redeeming  any  instal- 
ments, or  parts  of  the  same,  and  all  payments  on  account  of  the  interest  and 
diarges  accruing  upon  the  said  debt,  shall  be  made  .under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  cause  to  be  applied,  and  paid  out  of  the 
said  ftmd,  yearly,  and  every  year,^at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
the  several  and  respective  sums  following,  to  wit :  first,  such  sum  and 
sums  as,  by  virtue  of  any  act  or  acts,  they  have  heretofore  been  directed 
to  apply  and  to  pay  ;  secondly,  such  sum  and  smns  as  may  be  annually 
wanted  to  discharge  the  annual  interest  and  charges  accruing  on  any  other . 
partofthepresentdebt  of  the  United  States,  including  the  interest  and  charge^ 
which  may  accrue  on  future  loans  which  may  be  made  for  reimbursing  or 
redeeming  any  instalments,  orpartsof  the  principal  of  the  said  debt ;  thirdly, 
soch  sum  and  sums  as  may  annually  be  reqiiired  to  discharge  any  instm- 
ment  or  part  of  the  principal  of  the  present  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  any  future  loans  which  may  be  made  for  reimbursing  or  discharging 
die  same,  which  shall  be  actually  due  And  demandable,  and  which  shau 
not,  by  virtue  of  this  or  any  other  act,  be  renewed,  or  prolonged,  or  reim- 
bvtned  out  of  tb&j^foceeds  of  a  new  loan;  and,  also,  it  shall  be  the  duty  6( 
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the  6aid  jommiatioiiers  to  cause  to  be  ap{difid  the  surohis  of  such  fund  a« 

may  sLt  any  time  exist,  after  satisfying  the  purposes  aforesaid,  towards  the 
further  and  final  redemption,  by  payment  or  purchase,  of  the  present  deb( 
of  the  United  States,  including  loans  for  the  reimbursement  thereof,  tem- 
porary loans  heretofore  obtained  from  the  Bfiuik  of  the  United  States,  and 
those  demands  against  the  United  States,  under  any  treaty  or  convention ' 
with  a  foreign  Power,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  feith  of  the  United 
States  has  been,  or  may  hereaf :er  be,  pledged  by  Congress:  Provided^ 
however f  That  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  demands  arising  under  a 
treaty  or  convention  with  a  foreign  Power,  and  of  such  temporary  loans, 
may  at  any  time  be  reimbursed,  either  out  of  the  sinking  fund,  or,  if  the 
situation  of  the  Treasury  will  j>ennit,  out  of  any  other  moneys  which  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  appropriated  to  that  purpose. 

Sec.  4.  •tfnrf  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  either  in  America  or  abroad,  by  obtaining  a  prolongation  of 
former  loans,  or  otherwise,  the  sums  requisite  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
stalments, or  parts  of  the  principal,  of  the  Dutch  debt,  which  become  due 
in  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  one  thousand  eight 
himdred  and  four,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and  one  thou- 
sand eight  himdred  and  six;  and  that  a  siun  equivalent  to  that  to  be  thus 
borrowed  or  reloaned,  shall  be  laid  out  by  the  commissioners  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  in  the  purchase  or  redemption  of  such  parts  of  the  present  debt 
of  the  United  States,  and  other  demands  against  them,  as  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  sinking  fund  may  lawfully  pay,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
hereinbefore  made,  and  as  the  said  commissioners  shall,  in  their  judgment, 
d6em  most  expedient,  so  as  to  effect  the  payment  annually  of  seven  bul- 
lions three  hmidred  thousand  dollars,  towards  the  final  discharge  of  the 
whole  debt,  agreeably  to  such  provision:  Provided^  That  the  United  States 
shall  have  a  right  to  reimburse  any  loan  thus  made  within  six  years  after 
the  date  of  the  same,  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  thereupon  shall  not  ex- 
ceed five  per  centum  per  annum,  nor  the  charges  thereupon  the  rate  of 
five  per  centum  on  the  capital  borrowed:  ^nd  provided  always j  That 
the  power  herein  given  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal,  dimmish,  or 
affect  the  power  given  to  the  said  commissioners  by  the  tenth  section  of 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  fiuther  provision  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,^^  to  borrow  certaia 
sums  for  the  discharge  of  the  instalments  of  the  capital  or  principal  of 
the  public  debt,  in  the  manner  and  oir  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  said 
section;  nor  the  power  given  to  them  by  an  act  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  the  payment  of  certain  debts  of  the  United  States,'^  to  bor- 
row certain  sums,  and  to  sell  the  shares  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the  manner,  on  the  terms,  and  for  the 
purposes,  authorized  by  the  said  act :  •tfnrf  provided  further ^  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  revive  any  act  or  part  of 
an  act  authorizing  the  loan  of  money,  and  which  hath  heretofore  expired. 

Sec.  5.  •/^nrf  be  it  further  enactedj  That,  for  the  purpose  of  more 
effectually  securing  the  reimbursement  of  the  Dutch  deb^  the  commis- 
sioners of  the^  sinking  fimd  may,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered,  witii 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  contract,  either 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  with  any  other  public  institution. 


or  with  individoalsy  for  the  ^ymem,  m  Holland^  of  the  whole^  or  any 
part,of  the  principal  of  the  said  Dutch  debt,  and  of  the  interest  and  charges 
accruing  on  the  same,  as  the  said  demands  become  due,  on  such  terms  as 
the  said  comnpssioners  shall  think  most  advantageous  to  the  United 
States;  or  to  employ  either  the  said  bank,  or  any  other  public  institution, 
or  any  individual  dr  individuals,  as,  agent  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  ot 
purchasing  bills  of  exchange,  or  any  other  kii^d  of  remittances,  for  the 

Eurpose  of  discharging  the  interest  and  principal  of  said  debt,  and  to  al- 
)w  to  such  agent  or  agents  a  compensation  not  exceeding  one-foiurth  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  remittances  thus  purchased  or  procured  by  them^ 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  conmussioners.  And  as  much  of  the 
duties  on  tOQnage  and  merchandise  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose,  is  hereby  appropriated  towards  paying  the  extra  allowance  or  com- 
mission resulting  from  such  transaction  or  transactions,  and  also  to  pay 
any  deficiency  arising  £rom  any  loss  incurred  upon  any  remittance  pur- 
chased or  procured  under  the  direction  of  the  said  commissioners,  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  said  debt 

Sec  6.  And  be  further  enacted^  That  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Piesident  of  the  United  States,  to  employ,  if  they  shall  deem  it  necessary, 
au  agent  in  Eurc^,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  any  business  relative 
to  the  dischai^  of  the  Dutch  debt,  and  to  the  loans  authorized  by  this  or 
any  other  act,  for  the  pui^ose  of  discharging  the  same ;  and  also  to  allow 
him  a  compensation,  not.  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other^vise  appropriated. 
'  Sec  7.  •dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  repeal,  alter,  or  aifect  any  of  the  provisions  of  any 
former  act,  pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  oi^  principal  of  ^e  public  debt,  and  that  all  such  payments  shall 
continue  to  be  made  at  the  time  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  ;  and 
the  surplus  only  of  the  appropriations  made  by  this  act,  beyond  the  sums 
payable  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  any  former  act,  shall  be  applicable 
to  the  reimbursement,  redemption,  or  purchase  of  the  public  debt  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act. 

Sec  8.  •/ind  be  it  further  enacted^  That*  all  the  restrictions  and  regu- 
lations heretofore  established  by  law  for  regulating  the  execution  of  the 
duties  enjoined  upon  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  shall  apply 
to,  and  be  in  as  full  force  for,  the  execution  of  the  analogous  duties  en- 
joined by  this  act,  as  if  they  were  herein  particularly  repeated  and  re-en- 
acted :  Provided,  however.  That  the  particular  annual  account  of  all  sales 
of  stock,  of  loans,  and  of  payments  by  them  made,  shall  liereaAer  be  laid 
before  Congress  on  the  first  week  of  February  in  each  year  ;  and  so  much 
of  any  former  act  as  directed  such  account  tp  be  laid  before  Congress 
within  fourteen  days  after  their  meeting,  is  hereby  repealed. 
Approved^  April  29y  1802. 


^  Act  sapplemeiitary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  prorision  for  the  redemption  of  the 
whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the  Untied  States." 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  adapt  the  nature  of  the  provision  for  the  re- 
dempticm  of  the  public  debt  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the  United 
States,  which  can  only  be  .done  by  a  voluntary  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  creditors: 


MA 
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'^Sec.  1.  Se  it  enaet^fycj  That  a  subscription  to  the  Ml  anidtliit  of  tM 
old  six  per  cent  deferred,  and  three  per  cent,  stocks,  be,  aij^  (he  same  is 
hereby,  proposed ;  for  which  purpose  books  diall  be  opened  at  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  several  commissionets  of  loans,  on 
the  first  day  of  July  next,  to  continue  open  until  the  seventeentti  day  of 
March  next  following,  inclusively,  the  fourteen  last  day^  of  each  quarter 
excepted,  for  such  parts  of  the  above-mentioned  descnptions  of  stock  as 
shall,  on  the  day  oi  subscription,  stand  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and 
of  the  several  commissioners  of  loans,  respectively;  which  tobscription 
shall  be  effected  by  a  transfer  to  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  provi- 
ded by  law  for  such  transfers,  of  the  credit  or  credits  standing  on  the  said 
books,  and  by  a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  the  stodc  subscribed. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the  whole  or  ariy  part  of 
any  sum  which  shaU  thus  be  subscribed,  in  old  six  per  cent  or  deferred 
stock,  credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  respective  subscribers,  and  the  sub* 
jtriber  "ox  subscribers  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  or  certificates,  pur- 

Korting  that  the  United  States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  his^ 
er,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to  the  amount 
of  principal  of  the  stock  thus  subscribed,  which  shall  remain  unredeemed 
on  the  day  of  such  subscription,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  payable  quarter-yearly,  from  the  first  day  of  the  quarter  during 
which  such  subscription  shall  have  been  made,  transferable  in  the  sanie 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfers  of  the  stock  subscribed,  and 
subject  to  redemption  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States:  Provided j  That 
no  single  certificate  shall  be  issued  for  an  amount  greater  tiban  ten  thous** 
and  dollars:  Jind promded^  farther ^  That  no  reimbursement  shall  be  made 
except  for  the  whole  amount  of  any  such  new  certificate,  nor  till  after  at 
least  six  months*  previous  public  notice  of  such  intended  reimbursement 
Sec  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  for  Ae  whole  or  any  part  of 
any  sum  which  shall  thus  be  subscribed  in  three  per  cent  stock,  credits 
shall  likewise  be  entered  to  the  respective  subscribers;  and  the  subscriber 
or  subscribers  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate,  purporting  that  the  United 
States  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sukn 
to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to  sixty-five  per  centum  of  Ae  amount  of 
principal  of  the  stock  thus  subscribed,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent- 
um per  annum,  payable  quarter-yeariy,  fipom  the  first  day  of  the  quarter 
during  which  such  subscription  shall  have  been  made,  and  transferable, 
and  subject  to  redemption,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  reg- 
ulations and  ifestrictions,  as  the  stock  created  by  the  preceding  section  of 
this  act:  Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  stock  thus  created  diall  be  reim- 
bursable without  the  assent  of  the  holder  or  holders  of  such  stock,  until 
after  the  whole  of  the  eight  per  cent  and  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stocks, 
as  well  as  all  the  six  per  cent  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virtue  of 
the  preceding  section,  shall  have  been  redeemed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enactetl,  ThaX  the  commissioners  of  the  mnk- 
ing  fund  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  an  agent  in 
LfOndon,  and  another  in  Amsterdam,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive 
subscriptions  and  transfers,  and  to  issue  new  certificates,  in  the  manner, 
and  at  the  times,  above  mentioned,  and  as  the  officers  of  the  Treasoiy 
Depaxtment,  or  the  commissioners  of  loans,  might  do  :  that  is  to  Say  :  the 
agent  in  London,  in  fitvor  of  such  stockholders  ri3siding  in  the  domiiiionil 
cf  Great  Britain  fai  Eatope^and  tiie  itgent  in  Aiiistmlam,in  fiivoi'of  Mdi 
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simddidkkrs  residiBg  in  any  oilier  part  of  Emope,  as  may,  respectivdy, 
become  subscribers:  Provided^  That  the  certificates  issued  by  the  said 
agents  shall  bear  interest  only  from  the  first  day  of  the  quarter  next  suc- 
ceeding that  in  which  the  subscription  shall  have  taken  place;  and  that, 
in  relation  to  subscriptions  made  in  old  six  per  cent,  or  deferred  stocks,  the 
soms  expressed  in  such  new  certificates  shall  be  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  principal  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  or  deferred  stocks  thus  subscribed, 
vfaidi  shall  remain  tmredeemed,  after  payment  of  the  dividend  payable 
(m  such  stodc,  on  that  day  from  whidi  the  interest  on  the  new  certificates 
dudl  commence.  The  foreign  stockholders,  thus  subscribing  with  either 
ef  the  said  agents,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  dividend  on  the  old  six: 
per  cent,  deferred,  or  three  per  c«it.  6tock,  subscribed  by  them,  respectively, 
which  shall  be  payable  on  that  day,  from  which  the  interest  on  the  new 
certificates  shall  commence.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agents^ 
req)ectively,  to  transmit,  before  the  end  of  each  quarter,  to  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  the  several  commissioners  of  k>ans,  respectively,  trip- 
Ikste  abstracts  of  the  certificates  of  stocks  subscribed,  and  of  the  new  cer» 
tificates  issued  by  them,  duiing  such  quarter,  in  order  that  the  propeff 
credits  may  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the  commis* 
noners  of  loans,  as  die  case  may  be,  to  the  holders  of  such  new  certificates. 
And  the  said  agents,  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  several 
oSeeSy  shall,  respectively,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  the  diligent  and 
fluthful  execution  of  their  trust,  and  shall  also  become  boimd,  wi£h  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  the  satiisEBLCtion  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fond, 
or  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  with  condition  for  their  good  .behavior  in  their  said  o&cea. 

Sec  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  holders  of  old  six  per 
cent  deferred,  or  three  per  cent  stock,  who  may  become  subscribersi 
u  aforesaid,  either  in  the  United  States  or  in  Europe,  and  who,  on  die 
first  day  of  July  next,  and  also  on  the  day  of  the  subscriptidn,  shall 
be  resident  in  Europe,  may,  at  their  option,  which  must  be  made  at  the 
timeof  subdcribing,  receive  the  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  created  by 
virtue  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act,  either  in  the  United  States,  as 
0^  creditors,  or  at  London  or  Amsterdam ;  that  is  to  say,  the  stock* 
holders  residing,  at  the  times  above  mentioned,  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain  in  Europe,  at  London,  and  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  six 
pence  sterling  for  each  dollar ;  and  the  stockholders  residing,  at  the  times 
Above  mentioned,  in  any  other  part  of  Europe,  at  Amsterdam,  and  at  tfie 
rate  of  two  guilders  and  a  half  guilder,  current  money  of  Holland,  for 
each  dollar ;  in  which  last-mentioned  option  the  condition  shall  be  ex* 
pressed  in  the  new  certificates  to  be  issued,  and  the  credit  or  credits  to  bd 
given  to  the  proprietors  thereof  ^all  be  entered,  and  shall  thereafter  be 
transferable  only  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury :  Provided^  however-, 
That  the  interest  thus  payable  in  London  and  Amsterdam  shall  not  be 
payable  until  the  expiration  of  six  calendar  months  from  the  day  on 
^ch  the  same  would  be  payable  in  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  snb« 
ject  to  a  deduction  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  on  the  amount  pa3rable,  for 
commission  to  the  bankers  paying  the  same :  ^nd  promded,  atsoj  That 
every  proprietor  of  such  stock  may,  on  surrendering  his  certificate^  receive 
Knottier  to  the  same  anmunt;  the  interest  where^  shall  be  payable  quarter^ 
yearly  in  ttie  United  Sttttes,  in  the  same  manner  as  that  acemmg  on  the 
stock  held  by  persons  residing  in  the  United  States. 
8 


.  Seo.  6.  Jind  beii  fvffih^r  tnatUd^  Thfft  the  saoie  ftiiids  whieh  b^*e(o- 
fore  hav«  been,  and  now  are,  pledged  by  law  for  the  paym^it  of  the  m- 
teiest,  and  for  the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the  stock  which  may 
he  subscribed  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  created  by  reason  of  such 
subscription,  and  for  the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of 
the  same.  It  ^all  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fimd 
to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly  and  every 
year,  such  sum  and  siuns  as  may  be  annually  wanted  to  discharge  the 
annual  interest  and  charges  accruing  on  the  stock  which  may  be  orated 
by  virtue  of  this  act.  The  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to 
apply,  from  time  to  time,  strch  sum  and  sums  out  of  the  said  fund  as  they 
may  think  proper  towards  redeeming,  by  purchase  or  by  reimbursement,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  principal  of  the  said  stock. 
And  the  annual  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  vested  by  law  in  the  isaid 
commissioners,  shall  be  and  continue  appropriated  to  tlie  payment  of  ia^ 
terest  and  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  until  the  whole  of  the  stock  which 
may  be  created  by  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act  shall  have  been  re- 
deemed or  reimbursed. 

Sec  7.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each 
of  the  agents  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  addition  to  the  neces- 
sary expenses  incurred  by  them  for  printing,  stationary,  and  postage,  a 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  as  a  foil  compensation  for  their  services. 
The  said  agents,  and  the  conunissioners  of  loans,  shall  also  be  allowed 
tuch  additional  smn  as  may  be  actually  and  necessarily  expended  for  the 
clerk-hire  requisite  for  carrying  this  act  into  eflfect.  And  for  defraying  the 
said  compensations  and  allowances,  and  such  other  contiugent  charges  as 
may  be  incurred  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  a  sum  not  exceeding  six- 
teen thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec  8.  ^ndbe  it  further  enactedy  That  whensoever  notice  of  reimburse- 
ment shall  be  given,  as  prescribed  by  the  second  and  third  sections  of  this  - 
act,  the  certificates  intended  to  be  reimbmrsed  shall  be  designated  tfierein* 
In  every  reimbursement,  the  preference  shall  be  given  to  such.holdei-s  of 
Certificates  as,  previously  to  the  said  notice,  shall  have  notified,  in  writing, 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  their  wish  to  be  reimbursed.  If  there  should 
noit  be  applications  to  the  Treasury  sufficient  to  require  the  payment  of 
the  whole  sum  to  be  applied  to  that  piuTpose,  the  Secreta/ry- of  the  Treas- 
ury,, after  paying  off  all  sirnis  for  the  payment  of  which  application  shall 
have  been  made,  shall  determine,  by  lot,  what  other  certificates  shall  be 
leimbursed,  so  as  to  make  up  the  whole  amount  to  be  discharged :  and 
in  case  the  applications  shall  exceed  the  amount  to  be  discharged,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasiuy  shall  proceed  to  determine,  by  lot,  what  appli- 
cations shall  be  entitled  to  priority  of  payment. 

Sec.  9.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  agents  appointed  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  and  the  several  commissioners  of  loans,  shall  observe  and  per- 
iarm  such  direetions  and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  to  them  by 
the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  touching  the  execution  of  this  act 

Sec  10.  ^nd  be  it  further  enactedy  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
flAmll  be  construed  in  anywise  to  alter,  abridge,  or  impair  the  rights  of 
those  creditors  of  the  United  States  who  AaU.  tiot  subscribe  to  the  loan 
created  by  virtue  of  this  act 

Approved  February  1 1,  1807. 


6» 

An  Act  sapplementary  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  makiiu;  further  proTision  for  the  support  of 
public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt.** 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy^.  That  the  powers  vested  in  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund,  by  the  tenth  section  of  die  act  to  which  this  act  is  a 
supplement,  ^all  extend  to  all  the  cases  of  reimbursement  of  any  instal* 
mentSy  or  parts  of  the  capital,  or  principal,  of  the  public  debt  now  existing, 
which  may  become  payable  according  to  law.  And  in  every  case  in 
which  a  loan  may  be  nuule  accordingly,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  loaA 
to  be  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  any  thing  in  any  act  of 
Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Appro>ved  June  28y  1809. 


«0 


CHAPTER  V.  . 

^c/*  of  Congress  providing  far  the  Settlement  of  Claims  which  had  been 

I  barred  by  limitations  previously  established^  and  for  the  settlement 

.  of  such  as  had  not  been  barred  by  any  act  of  limitationy  and  had 

,  not  been  previously  adiusted;  alsoy  limiting  the  time  far  presenting 

Claims  for  destroyed  Certificates  of  certain  descriptions,  and  reviving 

the  laws  and  extending  the  time  for  paying  Loan  Office  and  Final 

Settlement  Certificates^  Indents  of  Interest,  ^c. 

[179,2,  March  23,] 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  fettlement  of  the  ckimt  of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  tlie 
limitations  heretofore  establisbed. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  qf  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  operation 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  United  States,  paissed  on 
the  2d  day  of  November,  1785,  and  the  23d  day  of  July,  1787,  so  far  as 
they  have  barred,  or  may  be  construed  to  bar,  the  claims  of  the  widow 
or  orphans  of  any  officer  of  the  late  army  to  the  seven  years'  half  pay  of 
such  officer,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  this  act,  be  suspenoed  for 
and  during  the  term  of  two  years. 


[1792,  March  27.] 

An  Act  proriding  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  persons,  onder  particular  cireuiii« 
stances,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  establislied. 

5ec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  operation  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
kite  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1 785, 
and  the  23d  day  of  July,  1787,  so  far  as  they  have  barfed,  or  may  be  con- 
strued to  bar,  the  claims  of  any  officer,  soldier,  artificer,  sailor,  or  marine,  of 
the  late  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  personal  services  rendered  to 
the  United  States  in  the  military  or  naval  departments,  shall,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  tliis  act,  be  suspended  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years; 
and  that  every  such  officer,  soldier,  artificer,  sailor,  and  marine,  having 
claims  for  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  the  military  or  naval 
departments,  who  shall  exhibit  the  same  for  liquidation  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  at  any  time  during  the  said  term  of  two  years,  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  adjustment  and  allowance  thereof,  on  the  same  principles 
as  if  the  same  had  been  exhibited  within  the  term  prescribed  by  the 
aforesaid  resolutions  of  Congress :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  shall 
be  construed  to  extend  to  claims  for  rations  or  subsistence  money. 

Sec  2.  •Snd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  balances  hereafter  to  be 
certified  as  due  from  the  United  States,  shall  be  registered  in  any  other 
name  than  that  of  the  original  claimant,  or  of  his  heirs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators ;  and  such  balances  t^all  be  transferable  only  at  the  Treas- 
ury, by  virtue  of  powers  actually  executed  after  such  registry,  expressing 
the  sum  to  be  transferred,  and  in  pursuance  of  such  general  rules  as  have 
been  or  shall  be  prescribed  for  that  purpose. 


[17§3,  Frtmiary  12.] 

Act  relatWe  to  claims  agtintt  the  United  Statet,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  an& 
wbksh  have  not  been  already  adjusted.  'J 

Be  a  enacted,  fyc.j  That  all  claims  upon  the  United  States  for  sei:- 
vices  or  supplies,  or  for  other  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  furnished  or 
done  previous  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  whether  foimded  upon 
certificates,  or  other  written  documents  from  public  officers,  or  other- 
wise, which  have  not  already  been  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation, 
and  which  shall  not  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  before  the  first  day  of 
"May,  1794,  shall  forever  after  be  barred  and  precluded  from  settlement 
or  allowance :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  loan  office  certificates,  certificates  of  final  settlement,  indents  of 
interest,  balances  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
certificates  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  commonly  called  regis- 
tered certificates,  loans  of  money  obtained  in  foreign  countries,  or  certifi- 
cates issued  pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
debt  of  the  United  States:"  •^nd provided,  further.  That  nothing  herei^a 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury from  demanding  an  account  or  accoimts  to  be  rendered  for  any 
moneys  heretofore  advanced  and  not  accoimted  for,  or  from  admitting, 
mider  the  usual  forms  and  restrictions,  credits  for  expenditures,  equal  to 
the  sums  which  have  been  so  advanced. 

Sec.  2.  ^ndbe  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Auditor  of  tKe  Treasury  to  receive  all  such  claims  aforesaid,  as  have  not 
been  heretofore  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  as  shaU  be  presented  be- 
fore the  time  aforesaid,  with  the  certificates  or  other  documents  in  support 
thereof,  and  to  cause  a  record  to  be  made  of  the  names  of  the  persons, 
and  of  the  time  when  the  said  claims  are  presented ;  which  record  shall 
be  made  in  the  presence  of  the  person  or  persons  presenting  the  same, 
and  shall  be  the  only  evidence  that  the  said  claims  were  presented  during 
the  time  limited  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  ac^- 
counting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  make  report  to  Congress  upon  a|l 
such  of  the  said  claims  as  shaU  not  be  allowed  to  be  vaUd,  according  to 
the  usual  forms  of  the  Treasury. 


(1794,  April  21.] 

Act  KmitiDf  the  time  fbr  presenting  claima  for  destroyed  certificates  of  certain  descriptions. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  all  claims  for  the  renewal  of  certifi- 
dkles  of  the  unsubscribed  debt  of  the  United  States,  of  the  descriptions 
eommonly  called  ^\oKn  office  certificates,*'  or  "  final  settlements,'*  whidh 
may  have  been  accidentally  destroyed,  shall  be  forever  barred  and  pre- 
cluded from  settlement  or  allowance,  unless  the  same  shall  be  presented 
at  the  Ttreaflury  on  or  before  die  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thoUr 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five.  • 

Sea  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  chim  shall  be  allowed  fbr 
llie  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates  destroyed  before  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  1 789,  unkss  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  advertised,  aocordinff 
10  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the*  lOth  day  of  May,  1780,  or,  befofi 
that  time,  was  notified  to  the  offioe  fiiom  which  the  same  was  issued;  dm 


shall  Ccaims  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office  certifica^Mi  destroyed 
jQii  or  after  the  said  fourth  day  of  Majch,  1789,  nor  of  final  settlement 
certificates  destroyed  at  any  time,  unless  the  destruction  of  the  same  was 
80  far  made  public  as  to  be  known  to  at  least  two  credible  witnesses  soon 
after  it  happened,  and  shall  have  been,  before  the  presentation  of  the 
claim,  as  hereinafter  provided,  advertised  for  at  least  six  weeks  succes- 
sively, in  some  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State  in  which  the  destruc- 
tion happened;  and, also,  in  some  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State  in 
which  the  certificate  issued,  if  that  was  another  State;  the  advertisement 
or  advertisements  in  such  case  expressing,  with  as  much  precision  as 
possible,  the  number,  date,  and  amount  of  the  certificate  alleged  to 
nave  been  destroyed,  and  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  was 
issued,  together  with  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the  means  by 
which,  the  same  was  destroyed. 

Sec.  3.  •find  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  claims  for  the  renewal  of 
destroyed  certificates,  of  either  of  the  descriptions  aforesaid,  not  pre- 
cluded by  this  act,  shall  be  receivable,  with  the  evidence  in  support  of 
the  same,  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  until  the  said  first  day  of  June, 
1795,  and  shall,  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  be  duly  ex- 
amined; and  if  satisfactorily  supported,  the  claimants  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  certificates  of  registered  debt,  equal  to  the  specie  value  of  the 
loan  office  or  final  settlement  certificates  so  proved  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed. 


[1795,  March  3.] 

Sec.  14.  .^nd  be  it  further  enactedy  That  all  certificates  commonly 
called  loan  office  certificates,  final  settlements,  indents  of  interest,  which, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  outstanding,  shall,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1797,  be  presented  at  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exchanged  for  other  certificates  of  equivalent  value  and  tenor;  or,  at  the 
option  of  the  holders  thereof,  respectively,  to  be  registered  at  the  said  of- 
fice and  returned;  in  which  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Auditor 
to  cause  some  durable  mark  or  marks  to  be  set  on  each  certificate^  which 
shall  ascertain  and  fix  its  identity,  and  whether  genuine,  or  counterfeit,  or 
forged ;  and  every  of  the  said  certificates  which  shall  not  be  presented 
at  the  said  office  within  the  said  time,  shall  be  forever  after  barred  or  pre- 
cluded from  settlement  or  allowance. 


An  Act  retpeotinf!^  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates^  indents  of  interest^  and  the 
unfcmded  or  registered  debt,  credited  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  1*  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JRy^resentatives  qf 
4he  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembledy  That  so  much  oi 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic cr^iit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,'^  passed  tfaa  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  bimdred  and  mnety*five,  as  bars  fix>m 
settlement  or  allowance  certificates,  commonly  called  loan  office  and  final 
settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
soqxendad  for  the  term  of  one  jenx  fix»i  and  aftef  the  time  of  the  pBSsing 


of  this  act;  a  notification  of  whkh  temporaiy  si»penmon  of  the  act  of 
limitation  shall  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
information  of  the  holders  of  the  said^certificates,  in  one  or  more  of  the 
public  papers  in  each  of  the  United  States.    . 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  er^actedj  That,  on  the  liquidation  and  settle- 
ment of  such  of  the  said  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest,  as  may  be 
presented  at  the  Treasury  pursuant  to  this  act,  the  creditors  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  receive  certificates  of  funded  three  per  cent  stock  of  the  United 
States,  equal  to  the  said  indents,  and  the  arrearages  of  interest  due  on 
their  said  certificates  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  principal  sums  of  the 
said  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  with  the  interest  thereon 
since  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,  shall  and  may  be  discharged,  after  liquidation  at  the  Treasury,  by 
the  payment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  principal,  equal  to  the 
sums  which  would  have  been  payable  thereon  if  the  said  certificates  had 
been  subscribed  pursuant  to  the  acts  making  provision  for  the  debts  of 
the  United  States  contracted  during  the  late  war,  and  by  the  payment  of 
other  sums,  equal  to  the  market  value  of  the  remaining  funded  stock 
which  would  have  been  created  by  subscriptions  as  aforesaid ;  which 
market  value  shall  be  determined  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  smn  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  issue, 
or  cause  to  be  issued,  any  certificates  of  registered  or  unfunded  debt;  and 
that,  to  satisfy  such  claims  for  services  or  suppUes,  furnished  or  done  prior 
to  the  establishment  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
Aall  be  allowed  according  to  law,  and  the  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,^there  be  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
doilars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Stec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commissioners  of  the 
anking  fund  diall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  reimburse,  or 
cause  to  be  reimbursed,  the  principal  sums  of  the  unfunded  or  registered 
debt  of  the  United  States  credited  on  the  books  of  the  Treasmry  and 
oonunissioners  of  loans ;  and  that  they  eause  a  notification  to  be  published, 
infonning  the  creditors  generally  of  the  said  reimbursement,  and  that 
interest  on  the  said  debts  will  cease  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after 
the  date  of  the  said  notification ;  and  that  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ninety 
thousand  dollars,  be  appropriated  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  debts 
aforesaid,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  cred- 
itor of  the  unfunded  or  registered  debt,  aforesaid,  to  receive  certificates 
of  funded  three  per  cent,  stock,  equal  to  the  etrrearages  of  interest  due  to 
them,  reepectively,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hrnidred  and  ninety-one  ;  and,  on  the  requisition  of  each  or  any  of  the 
«rid  eredhors,  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  re<]uired  to 
Wie,  or  cause  to  be  issoed,  the  said  certificates  of  funded  three  per  cent 
•ock,  aecoiding^f . 

Approved  June  13, 1798. 


An  AetU»  wiUwrise  the  payoMnt  9f  ctrtaia  eertaicfttflti . 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enact ed,  fyc,  That. so  much  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt/'  passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five  ;  and  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
respecting  loan  office  and  final  setdemeut  certificates,  indents  of  interest, 
and  the  unfunded  and  registered  debt,  credited  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,"  passed  the  twelfth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninetv-eight,  as  bars  firom  settlement  or  allowance  certificates  commonly 
called  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act ;  a  notification  of  which  temporary  sus- 
pension of  the  act  of  limitation  shall  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  information  of  the  holders  of  the  said  certificates,  in 
one  or  more  of  the  public  papers  in  each  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  certificates,  commonly 
called  loan  office  certificates,  countersigned  by  the  loan  officers  of  the 
States  respectively,  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
which,  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  outstanding,  may  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Treasury,  and,  upon  the  same  being  liquidated  and  adjusted, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  respective  holders  of  the  same,  with  interest,  at  six 
per  cent,  from  the  date  of  the  last  payment  of  interest,  as  endorsed  on 
said  certificates. 

'  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect, 
the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  13, 1818. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  of  certain  certificates. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  <<  An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit  and  for  dM 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,''  passed  the  third  of  March,  one  diousanJ 
aevw  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  and  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  '^  An  ad 
regnecting  loan  office  and  final  settiement  certificates,  indents  of  interest, 
and  the  unfunded  and  registered  debt,  credited  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,"  passed  the  twelfth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninetv-eight,  as  bars  from  settlement  or  allowance  certificates  conmionly 
called  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress ;  a  notification  of  which  temporary  suspension  of  the 
act  of  limitation  shall  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for 
the  information  of  the  holders  of  the  said  certificates,  in  om  or  more  of 
the  public  papers  in  each  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  fdnd  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  ail  certificates,  commonly 
called  loan  office  certificates,  countersigned  by  the  loan  officers  of  the 
States  respectively,  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
which,  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  outstandinff,  may  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Treasury,  and,  upon  the  same  being  liquidated  and  a^ju^ed^ 
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per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  date  of  the  last  payment  of  interest,  as 
endorsed  on  said  certificates. 

Sec,  3.  wf nrf  be  it  further  enactedy  That,  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect, 
the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasmy  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  7, 1822. 


An  Act  to  reTire  And  continut  in  force  **  An  act  authorizing^  the  payment  orcertain  certifi- 
cates, **  approved  May  7»  1SS3. 

Sec  I.  JBe  it  enacted y  fye,y  That  the  <<  Act  authorizir^  the  payment  of 
certain  certifiicates,"  approved  May  7, 1822,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
revived  and  continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  thereafter,  a  notification  of  which  revival  and  continuance  shall 
be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  information  of  the 
holders  of  the  certificates,  the  payment  of  which  is  authorized  by  said 
act,  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  papers  printed  in  each  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec  2.  •^nrf  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  for  carrjing  this  act  into 
effect,  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dolkarsbe,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. ^ 

Approved  July  14, 1832. 


All  Act^to  mitlMriM  U)o  p«y«Mnt  «f  oirtaki  ccrtMeatBt. , 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  en^ctedy  4'C.,  That  .so  much  of  an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt/*  passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety -five  ;  and  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
respecting  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  indents  of  interest, 
and  the  unfunded  and  registered  debt,  credited  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury ,*'  passed  the  twelfth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  as  bars  fi"om  settlement  or  allowance  certificates  commonly 
called  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  the  term  of  two  years  firom 
and  after  the  passine  of  this  act ;  a  notification  of  which  temporary  sus- 
pension of  the  act  oflimitation  shall  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasiu-y,  for  the  information  of  the  holders  of  the  said  certificates,  in 
one  or  more  of  the  public  papers  in  each  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  certificates,  commonly 
called  loan  office  certificates,  countersigned  by  the  loan  officers  of  the 
States  respectively,  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
which,  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  outstanding,  may  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Treasury,  and,  upon  the  same  being  liquidated  and  adjusted, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  respective  holders  of  the  same,  with  interest,  at  six 
per  cent,  from  the  date  of  the  last  payment  of  interest,  as  endorsed  on 
said  certificates. 

'  Sec.  3.  jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect, 
the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  13, 1818. 


An  Act  authorizing  tlie  payment  of  certain  certificates. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  <^  An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit  and  for  tbs 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,''  passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
ieven  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  and  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act 
respecting  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  indents  of  interest, 
ana  the  unfund^  and  registered  debt,  credited  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,"  passed  the  twelfth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundriBd  and 
ninety-eight,  as  bars  from  settlement  or  allowance  certificates  commonly 
called  loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress ;  a  notification  of  which  temporary  suspension  of  the 
act  of  limitation  shall  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for 
the  information  of  the  holders  of  the  said  certificates,  in  one  or  more  of 
the  public  papers  in  each  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  certificates,  commonly 
called  loan  office  certificates,  countersigned  by  the  locm  officers  of  the 
States  respectively,  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest, 
which,  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  shall  be  outstandinR,  may  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Treasury,  and,  upon  the  same  being  liquidated  and  a4jualejl» 
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shall  be  paid  to  the  respectiTe  holders  of  the  same,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  date  of  the  last  payment  of  interest,  as 
endorsed  on  said  certificates. 

Sec  3.  .Snd  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  carrying  this  act  into  eflFect, 
the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasurv  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  7, 1822. 


An  Act  to  rerire  And  continue  in  force  <*  An  act  authorizing  the  payment  ofcertain  oertifi- 
cates,**  approved  May  7*  lSd3. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fye.^  That  the  **  Act  authorizii^  the  payment  of 
certain  certifitetes,**  approved  May  7, 1822,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
revived  and  continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  thereafter,  a  notification  of  which  revival  and  continuance  shaU 
be  pubUshed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  information  of  the 
holders  of  the  certificates,  the  payment  of  which  is  authorized  by  said 
act,  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  papers  printed  in  each  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec  2.  vfnrf  be  %t  further  enacted^  That,  for  carr3ring  this  act  into 
effect,  the  siun  of  forty  thousand  dolknrsbe,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. , 

Approved  July  14, 1833. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Special  Jtcts  of  Congress  authorizing  the  Payment  of  Loan  Office  and 
Final  Settlement  Certificates^  Indents  of  Interest y  fyc. 

An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  a  certificate  due  to  General  Kotduako. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Representative  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress,  a^ssembledy  Tbat  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  General  Eosciudco, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  an  inter- 
est, at  the  rate  ot  six  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the  sum  of  twelve  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eigaty  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents,  the  amount  of 
a  certificate  due  to  him  from  the  United  States,  from  the  first  day  of  J^u- 
ary,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  to  the  thirty-fir^t  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

ApprovBd,  January  23, 1798. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Dixon  and  John  Murray. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.j  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  pay  to  John  Dixon,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  three  himdred  and  twen- 
ty-nine dollars  and  eighty-four  cents,  with  six  per  centum  per  annmn  in- 
terest thereon,  firom  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-five,  being  the  amomit  of  a  final  settlement  certificate,  num- 
ber five  himdred  and  ninety-six,  issued  by  Andrew  Dunscomb,  late 
commissioner  of  accounts  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  the  twenty-third 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  to  Lucy  Dixon, 
who  transferred  the  same  to  John  Dixon. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasiury  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the 
account  of  John  Murray,  representative  of  Doctor  Henry  Murray,  and 
that  he  be  allowed  the  amount  of  three  loan  office  certificates,  number 
thurteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five,  for  two  hundred  dollars ; 
number  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-six,  for  two  hundred 
dollars ;  number  six  thousand  four  hundred,  for  six  hundred  dollars;  Avith 
interest  from  the  twenty-ninth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-two  ;  issued  in  the  name  of  Henry  Murray,  signed  Francis  Hopkin- 
son,  treasurer  of  loans,  and  countersigned  Thomas.  Harwood  ;  and  that 
the  amount  due  be  paid  to  the  said  John  Murray  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  February  25, 1813. 
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An  Act  for.  th«  rdkf  of  the  repptatntatiree  #r  Btmael  Lftptley,  < 

Sec.  I.  Beit  enacted j  Sfc.j  That  the  accounting  ojBicers  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aiithcwizei  and  directed  to  settle  the  account  of 
J<^  Lyale,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  late  Margaret  Lapsley,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased ;  and  that  she  be  allowed  the 
amount  of  two  final  settlement  certificates.  No.  78446,  for  one  thousand 
ddUars,  and  No.  78447,  for  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
and  interest  from  the  twenty-second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  issued  in  the  name  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  by  the 
commissioner  of  army  accoimts,  for  the  United  States,  on  the  fii^t  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  eighty-four ;  and  that  the  amount 
due  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  tfie  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  the  said  John  Lysle,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  administratrix  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  disposed  of  and  distributed  according  to  law. 

Ai^roTed  Maicfa  3, 1813. 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brerard . 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  accoimt  of 
Joseph  Brevard,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  amount  of  a  final  settlement 
certificate,  number  ninety-one  thousand  nine  himdred  and  fifteen,  dated 
ibe  first  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  eighty ^ve,  for  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  twenty-three  ninetieths,  and  bear- 
ing interest  from  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and 
ei^ty-tbree,  and  issued  to  the  said  Joseph  Brevard  by  John  Pierce,  com- 
missioner for  settling  accounts  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  amount  due  be 
paid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the 
ffud  Joseph  Brevard 

Approved  April  13,  1814. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  Arnold. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  4*c.,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treaa- 
nry  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  ascertain,  agreea^ 
bty  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  heretofore  in  existence  on  that  subject, 
the  amount  due  William  Arnold,  on  a  loan  office  certificate,  numbered 
twelve  hundred  and  dxty-seven,  which  issued  from  the  loan  office  of 
Manachoaetts,  fi)r  six  hundred  dollars,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  on« 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  payable  to  Christopher  Clarke, 
with  interest  thereon  from  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
cbed  and  eighty-three,  to  which  time  the  interest  has  been  paid  ;  and  that 
the  amount  which  diall  be  found  to  be  due,  be  paid  to  the  said  William 
Araokl,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  February  2,  1815. 


An  Act  for  ttie  relief  of  ParHogton  Barkdo-ir,  admiaiitrator  of  Mary  Rapplejrea. 

Sec  1.  ^  it  enmttedy  ^e..  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
htj  and  they  are  hmfkujy  authorized  and  directed  to  aaoertain^  agroeably 
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to  the  prmidotm  of  the  laws  heretofore  in  existence  on  that  subject,  th^ 
amount  due  Farrington  Barkelow,  administrator  of  the  estate  and  efiects 
of  Mary  Rappleyea,  on  two  loan  office  certificates,  issued  to  Mary  Rap* 
pleyea,  firom  die  loan  office  of  New  Jersey,  both  dated  the  eighth  of  Juoa, 
one  thousand  seven  himdredand  seventy-eight;  the  one  numbered  1564, 
for  six  hundred  dollars ;  the  other,  294,  for  five  hundred  dollars,  li^ith  siMh 
interest  as  still  remains  due  thereon  ;  and  that  the  amount  which  shall  be 
found  to  be  due,  be  paid  to  the  said  Farrington  Barkelow,  as  administira- 
tor,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  distributed  according  to  law. 
Approved  February  2, 1815. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Oiks. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  claim 
of  Aquila  Giles,  on  account  of  a  warrant  issued  by  B.  Lincoln,  dated  Decem- 
ber twenty-eight,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  attested  by  Joseph 
Carleton,  expressing,  on  its  face,  to  hav.e  issued  for  the  balance  of  his  pay 
as  a  major  for  that  year,  for  five  hundred  doUars ;  and  the  amount  which 
may  be  found  due  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Aquila  Giles,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated :  ProvicUdj  That 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  with  which  he  may  stand  charged  on  tbe 
books  of  the  Treasury  be  firat  deducted  out  of  the  q^tid  amoimt. 

Approved  March  S,  1819. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Tbomat  Leiper. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That  there  be  paid  to  Thomas  Leiper  the 
specie  value  of  four  loan  office  certificates,  numbered  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four,  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  five,  and  two  thousand  nine  himdred  and  six,  and 
issued  by  the  coinmissioner  of  loans  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
name  of  Thomas  Leiper,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  seventeen 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  for  one  thousand  dollars  each  ;  and  also  the 
specie  value  of  two  loan  office  certificates,  nxunbered  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty,  and  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one,  issued 
by  the  conunissioner  of  loans  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  second 
of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  for  one  thousand  dollars 
each ;  which  certificates  appear  to  be  outstanding  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  with  interest,  at  six  per  centum  annually,  out  of  any  money  ia 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Provided j  That  the  said  Thomas 
Leiper  shall  &n3t  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
a  bond  of  indemnity,  in  such  sum  and  with  such  security  as  shall  be  satis- 
factory to  the  said  Comptroller. 

Approved  May  15, 1820. 


,    An  Act  for  die  rdief  of  John  Crute. 

fiec  \.  Beit  enaciddj  ^c,  That  the  proper  accouating  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Depaortment  be,  and  they  are  h^eby>  authorized  to  audit  and 
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settle  the  daim  of  John  Crate,  on  aoeotmt  of  a  certificate  ismied  on  die 
fint  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  numbered 
SBventy-eight  thousand  four  hundred  ond  ninety-one,  for  two  hundred 
aod  foorty  dollars,  which  certificate  is  alleged  to  have  been  accidentally 
destroyed,  and  appears^  by  the  recorda  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  outstanding 
aod  unpaid;  and  to  pay  to  the  said  John  Crute  the  principal  of  the  said 
oertificate,  and  so  much  of  the  interest  thereof  as  may  remain  duu  thereon: 
Provided y  That  thej9aid  John  Crate  executCxand  deliver  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  a  bond^f  indemnity,  in  such  sum,  and  with  such  security, 
as  the  said  Comptroller  may  direct  and  approve  ;  the  said  moneys  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  o^rwise  appro^Nriated. 
Approved  May  7, 1822. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repretont&tires  of  John  Guthry.  deceased. 

Sec  \.  Beit  enacted^  ^.^  That  there  be  paid  to  the  legal  representa* 
tif  es  of  John  Guthry,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
etherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars 
and  thirty  cents,  being  llie  amount  of  a  final  settlement  certificate,  num- 
bered seventy-eight  tfaoiBand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  issued  to 
the  said  John  Guthry,  and  which  certificate  appears  to  be  outstanding  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum  from  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight:  Provided,  That  tiie  said,  legal  representatives  shall  first  execute 
and  deliver  to  the  Cc»nptroller  of  Sie  Treasury  a  bond  of  indemnity,  in 
sodi  sum,  and  with  such  security,  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  said 
Comptroller. 

Approved  May  7, 1822. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatire  of  James  McClung,  deceased. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  4*^-9  'That  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  James  McClung,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  seventy-four  dollars  and  sixty-two 
eents,  being  the  amount  of  a  final  settlement  certificate,  numbered  nine 
biDidred  and  fifty-nine,  issued  to  the  said  James  McClung,  and  which  cer- 
tificate appears  to  be  outstanding  on  the  books  of  the  Treasiu-y,  with  in- 
terest, at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  first  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight:  Provided,  That  the  said 
legal  representative  shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  f -omptroller  of  the 
Treasury  a  bond  of  indemnity,  in  such  sum  and  with  such  security  as 
riiall  be  satisfactory  to  the  said  Comptroller. 

Approved  March  3,  1823. 


An  Aa  for  the  relief  of  Michael  McKewen. 


Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  4pc.,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  ^e  United 
Stipes  be  auAorised  and  directed  to  cause  satisfeetion  in  full  to  be  entered 
upon  certain  judgments  of  the  United  States  against  Michael  Mc£ew«n, 


ii|Wi  cooditibn  diat  tbd  said  Mkfaftel  MeKdweti,  tit  his  legal  tet 
UveSj  execute  a  full  release  of  all  daims  of  the  said  Michael  McKewen, 
for  an  assignment  of  an  account  of  John  Morris^  a  wanl'-master  in  the 
revolutionary  vKur,  for  one  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  forty  •four  nine- 
tieths; and  also  for  two  final  settlement  certificates :  the  one  of|tbem 
numbered  eighty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  filly-fotbr,  for  eigblf 
dollars,  and  Uie  other  of  them  numbered  ei^ty-two  thousand  one  hun* 
dred  and  fifty-four,  for  forty-three  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieths,  as  wcH 
as  for  all  other  claims  of  the  said  Michael  McKewen  againsl  the  United 
States. 
Approved  Mardi  3, 1695. 


Ad  Aa  for  the  relief  of  John  Grain. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fycy  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Department  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  audit  and  settle  the 
claun  of  John  Grain,  on  account  of  a  certificate,  number  eight  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fourteen,  issued  in  favor  of  James  Swart,  by  John 
Pierce,  and  dated  thirteenth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-^four,  for  (me  hundred  dollars,  which  certificate  has  been  lost,  and 
appears  to  be  outstanding  and  unpaid;  and  to  pay  to  the  said  John  Grain, 
(NT  his  legal  representatives,  the  principal  of  tli^  said  certificate,  and  so 
much  of  the  interest  as  appears  to  be  due  thereon,  out  of  any  money  m 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated:  Provided,  That  the  said  ^obn 
Grain,  or  his  legal  representatives,  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  a  bond  of  indemnity,  in  such  sum  and  with  such  securitjr 
as  the  said  Comptroller  may  approve. 

Approved  March  3,  1825. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Bar.  J.  V.  Yalkenburgb. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  tha 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorissed  to  pay  to  Bar.  J.  V.  Val- 
kenburgh,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  twenty- 
four  cents,  being  the  amount  of  fourteen  indents  of  interest,  with  interc^ 
thereon  from  the  first  of  January,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  to 
the  thirty-first  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six ;  which 
sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved  March  3, 1827. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Patience  Gordon,  widow,  deceased. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Patience  Gordon,  deceased,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  wrty-fiv® 
dollars  and  fifteen  ninetieths,  with  interest  at  six  per  centmn  per  annum) 
from  the  first  of  January,  one  tboumnd  seven  hundred  and  eignty-eigbt,  it 
being  the  specie  value  of  a  certificate  issued  in  the  name  of  the  said  P^- 
tienee  Golden,  by  Ib^  oomnuBsioneiof  loaius  for  the  Siste  of  New  Jeii0]r> 


benriiig  date  Apiil  irreatb,  nevnatma  hundred  and  seTenty-dght,  number 
tvo  Uibousand  and  twenty ^seven,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated:  Provided^  That  the  said  legal  representatives 
shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  a 
bond  in  such  sum,  and  with  such  security,  as  the  said  Comptroller  shall 
direct  and  approve,  to  indemnify  the  United  States  from  and  against  the 
lawful  claim  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  for  or  on  account  of  the  said 
certificale. 
Approved  May  19, 18:28. 


An  Act  ibr  the  relief  of  Samool  Want 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacttdy  fyc*y  That  th^  sum  of  one  thousand  and  forty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty-two  ninetieths  be  paid  to  Samuel  Ward,  surviving 
partner  of  the  late  firm  of  Samuel  Ward  and  Brothers,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  being  the  principal  sum  due 
on  a  final  settlement  certificate,  issued  by  Benjamin  Walker  to  Abraham 
Whipple,  Esq.;  dated  the  twenty-third  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
himdmi  and  eighty-six,  number  two  hundred  and  eighty-one ;  which  cer- 
dficate  is  alleg^  to  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  and  appears  by  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  outstanding  and  impaid  :  Provided^  That  the  said 
Samuel  Ward  shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  a  bond  of  indemnity  in  double  the  amount  of  the  sum  so  to  be 
paid,  with  such  sufficient  security  as  the  said  Comptroller  shall  direct  and. 
approve. 

Approved  May  24, 1828. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Bard  and  John  Findley.  executors  of  the  la^t  will  and  leala- 
Blent  of  Doctor  Robert  Johnson,  deceased,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  Scott,  executor  of  Charles 
Yates^  deceased. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be  authorized  to  audit  and  settle  the  clakn  of  Archi- 
bald Bard  and  John  Findley,  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Doctor  Robert  Johnson,  deceased,  on  account  of  three  several  loan  office 
certificates  issued  to  and  in  the  name  of  Doctor  Isaac  Foster,  for  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars  each,  and  numbered  six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  «ix  thousand  three  himdred  and  thirty-nine,  and  six  thou-' 
sand  three  himdred  and  forty ;  and  to  ascertain  the  true  specie  value  of  the 
same,  with  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum  thereon;  (which  certifi- 
cates are  alleged  to  have  been  lost  or  stolen,  and  appear  by  the  books  of 
the  Treasury  to  be  outstanding  and  unpaid ;)  and  diat  the  amount  so  as- 
certained, as  aforesaid,  be  paid  to  the  said  executors,  or  either  of  them, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Provided^ 
That  the  said  executors  shall  first  execute,  and  deliver  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  a  bond  of  mdemnity  in  double  the  amount  of  tne  sum  to 
be  paid,  with  sufficient  security,  a?  tfie  said  Comptroller  shall  direct  and 
approve. 

Sec  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department  be  authorized  to  pay  to  Jolm  Seott,  executor 
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of  Charles  Yatesy  deceased,*  the  ^>6cie  value  of  a  loan  office  oertiAoate 
issiied  tOy  and  in  the  name  of  Edward  Watkins,  for  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dr^  dollars,  and  numbered  eij^t  thousand  four  himdred  and  ninety-two. 
Approved  May  26, 1828. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  MoffitU 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fycy  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
settle  and  ascertain  the  value  of  a  continental  loan  office  certificate,  num- 
ber one  hundred  and  four,  issued  in  fiivor  of  John  Moffitt,  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  loans  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and  that  the  sum  foumi  to 
be  due  on  said  certificate  (exclusive  of  mterest)  be  paid  to  the  said  Moffitt 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  28, 1830. 


Ad  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repreeentativea  of  Joseph  Falconer,  deoeaaed. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc.j  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be  authorized  to  audit  and  settle  the  claim  of  Jo- 
seph Falconer,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution,  formerly  of  Philadelphia,  de- 
ceased, on  account  of  two  several  loan  office  certificates,  issued  April 
twenty-first,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  to  and  in  the  name  of 
John  Cox;  namely,  one  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  numbered 
thirty-five;  and  one  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  and  numbered  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven;  and  to  ascertam  the  true  specie 
value  of  the  same,  exclusive  of  interest;  which  certificates  are  alleged  to 
have  been  lost,  and  appear  by  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  be  outstand- 
ing and  unpaid:  and  that  the  amount  so  ascertained  as  aforesrid,  be  paid 
to  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Joseph  Falconer,  or  either 
V  of  them,  duly  authorized  and  empowered  to  receive  the  same,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated:  Provided^  That  the 
person  or  persons  receiving  the  amount  aforesaid  shall  first  execute  and 
deliver  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  a  bond  of  indemnity,  m  double 
the  amQunt  of  the  sum  to  be  paid,  with  sufficient  security,  as  the  said 
Comptroller  shall  ilirect  and  approve. 

Approved  May  28, 1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  eiiacted^  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  herebv,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  Samuel  Ward,  surviving 
partner  of  the  late  firm  of  Samuel  Ward  and  Brothers,  out  of  any  money 
m  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  legal  interest  due  on  a 
final  settlement  certificate,  issued  by  Benjamin  Walker  to  Abraham  Whip- 
ple, Esq.,  dated  twenty-third  of  October,  seventeen  hundred  and  eijghty-six, 
number  two  hundred  and  eighty-one,  the  principal  of  which  certificate  has 
been  paid  to  the  said  Samuel  Ward,  under  a  law  paased  the  twenty-fourth 
of  May,  anno  I)omini  eighte^i  hundreil  and  twenty-eight:  JPramd^ 
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1%at  Samuel  Ward  $bitU  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  ComptJroDer  ot 
the  Treasury  a  bond  of  indenmky  in  double  the  amount  of  the  sum  so  ti> 
be  paid,  with  such  sufficient  seourity  as  the  said  Comptroller  shall  direct 
and  approve. 
Approved  May  31,  1830. 


An  Act  for  the  rejief  of  Ann  D.  Baylor. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized,  directed,  and  required  to  settle  the  ac- 
count of  Ann  D,  Baylor,  widow  of  John  Walker  Baylor,  Esq.,  deceased, 
who  was  only  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Colonel  George  Baylor,  late  of  the 
aimy  of  the  CFnited  States  in  the  revolutionary  war,  deceased,  for  all  such 
loan  office  certificates  as  were  issued  from  the  loan^  office  of  the  United 
States,  in  Virginia,  in  the  name  of  the  said  George  Baylor,  pay^^ble  to 
lam,  and  now  remain  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  outstanding  and  un- 
paid, and  not  transferred  to  any  other  person  by  him;  and  that  they  pay 
to  her,  the  said  Ann  D.  Baylor,  as  trustee  for  the  heirs  at  law  and  dis- 
tributees of  the  said  John  Walker  Baylor,  and  to  their  sole  use,  the  same 
amount  of  money  which  might  have  been  received  on  said  certificates  had 
they  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,^'  passed 
August  fourth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety;  making  out  said  account, 
and  settling  and  paying  the  same,  in  all  respects,  in  manner  and  form,  as 
if  SBch  sutecariptionhad  then  been  made,  and  the  dividends  credited  there- 
imto,  according  to  the  several  provisions  of  said  act,  and  the  act  passed 
April  twenty-eight,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-six,  in  aid  thereof,  and 
the  whole  amotmt  left  uncalled  for  in  the  Treasury  till  the  present  time  ; 
tigedier  wkh  that  part  thereof  which  has  been  credited,  with  interest  at 
i^aee  per  eent  per  annum ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
IB  Ae  Treasary  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

ApproTwi  May  39,  1830. 


An  Act  f<Mr  die  relief  of  Benjutun  Wells. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enaetedy  fyc.  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized,  directed,  and  required  to  settle 
the  accounts  of  Benjamin  Wells,  as  deputy  commissary  of  issues  at  the 
magazine  at  Monster  mills,  in  Pennsylvania,  under  John  Irvine,  deputy 
conunissary  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  said  State,  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  as  deputy  forage-master,  under  David  Duncan, 
deputy  quartermaster  at  the  same  magazine  of  the  army  aforesaid,  in 
8aid  war  ;  and  that  they  credit  to  him  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five dollars  and  four  cents,  as  payable  February  ninth,  one  thousand 
8even  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  dol- 
lars and  sixty-seven  cents,  payable  July  twentieth,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  such  interest,  as  if 
those  sums,  with  their  interest  from  the  times  respectively  as  aforesaid, 
had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States  proposed  by  an  act 
entitled  *^  An  act  making  provision  fi)r  the  debt  of  the  United  States,'* 
10 
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•  passed  August  fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nmety,  and  such 
subscription  had  been  made  on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand 
^seven  hundred  and  ninety  ;  and  pay  to  him  such  sums  so  credited,  together 
with  the  amount  of  principal  which  would  have  been  paid  or  now  remains 
4ue,  under  the  provisions  of  said  act ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of 
-any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ^ppit'opriated. 
Approved  May  29,  1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatires  of  General  Moses  Hazen,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  S^-c.y  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
^aid  Moses  Hazen,  the  amount  of  interest  due  on  the  sum  of  thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  two-ninetieths  of  a 
dollar,  a  balance  found  to  be  due  to  the  said  Hazen,  agreeably  to  a  res- 
olution of  Congress  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  A.  D.  seventeen  hun- 
4ired  and  eighty-one. 

Approved  March  3,  1831.  v 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  G.  Morris. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Richard  G.  Morris,  the  sum  of 
£ve  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  the  amount  of  two 
certificates  issued  by  Timothy  Pickering,  Quartermaster  General,  nmn- 
bered  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fi)rty-four  and  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six,  with  such  interest  thereon  from  the  first  of 
September,  seventeen  himdred  and  eighty-one,  (the  medium  time  of  pay- 
ment,) as,  together  with  the  said  principal,  will  amount  to  the  sum  that 
would  have  been  payable  on  the  said  certificates  if  they  had  been  subscribed 
to  the  loan  created  for  funding  the  debts  of  the  United  States  by  the  act 
•of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety ;  which  certificates  were  issued 
in  the  name  of  Henry  Morris,  and  of  whose  estate  the  said  Richard  G. 
Morris  is  administrator:  Provided,  That  the  said  Richard  G.  Moms 
shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  a 
bond,  in  such  sxmi  and  with  such  security  as  the  said  Comptroller  shall 
direct  and  approve,  to  indemnify  the  United  States  from  and  against  the 
lawful  claim  of  any  other  person  or  persons  for  or  on  account  of  the  said 
certificates. 

Approved  May  19, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Ward. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  ofiicers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to, 
pay  to  Ichabod  Ward,  of  Connecticut,  one  certain  certificate,  given  for  inter- 
est due  from  the  United  States,  signed  by  WilUam  Imlay,  commissioner  of 
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the  loan  office  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  numbered  four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  for  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  and  forty-five- 
ninetieths,  payable  to  James  Shelden'or  bearer,  and  dated  the  twentieth 
of  December,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-five,  with  three  per  centum 
interest  per  annum  thereon  firom  its  date,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved  June  15, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Snow. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and 
settle  the  claim  of  Aaron  Snow,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  on  account  of 
three  several  certificates  issued  to  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  Snow  by 
John  Pierce,  late  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  namely:  one  numbered  twenty-seven  thousand  and  ninety-four, 
dated  January  first,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  for  forty-four 
dcfllars  and  sixty-six-ninetieths  ;  and  one  numbered  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  seventy-three,  dated  January  twentieth,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-four,  for  eighty  dollars;  and  one  numbered 
thirty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  five,  dated  March  first,  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  for  eighty-six  dollars  and  sixty-ninetieths, 
which  certificates  appear,  by  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
to  be  outstanding  and  unpaid ;  and  that  the  sums  found  to  be  due  on  said 
certificates,  with  interest  thereon,  be  paid  to  the  said  Aaron  Snow  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasiury  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Provided j  That 
the  said  Snow  shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  a  bond  of  indemnity,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be 
paid,  with  such  sufficient  security  as  the  said  Comptroller  shall  direct  and 
approve. 

Approved  July  4, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Gibbs,  executor  of  Benjamin  Gibbs,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted j  ^c.  That  the  proner  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  pay  to  Wil- 
liam P.  Gibbs,  executor  of  Benjamin  Gibbs,  of  Kentucky,  deceased,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  and  sixty-two-ninetieths,  that  being  the  true 
amount  of  a  final  settlement  certificate  held  by  said  Gibbs,  originally, 
drawn  in  favor  of  David  Johnson,  dated  twentieth  of  January,  seventeen. 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  together  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  on  said 
«um,  firom  the  first  of  January,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three,  up  to 
the  passage  of  this  act;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  4, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Brickwood  Taylor. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  John  Brickwood  Taylor,  the 
apecie  value  of  a /certificate  issued  by  M.  Hillegas,  continental  treasurer. 


76 

numbered  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-two,  with  interest  on  the 
said  specie  value,  at  four  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  twelfth  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-^ven  ;  which  certificate  was 
issued  in  the  name  of  Stephen  Ketchum,  and  of  which  the  said  John 
Brickwood  Taylor  is  now  owner :  Provided^  That  the  said  John  Brick- 
wood  Taylor  shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  a  bond,  in  such  sum  and  with  sudi  security  as  the  said 
Comptroller  shall  direct  and  approve,  to  indenmify  the  United  States  from 
and  against  the  lawful  claim  of  any  other  person  or  persons  for  or  on 
account  of  the  said  certificate. 
Approved  13th  July,  1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Gertrude  Gtiles. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  fyc.y  That  there  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Gertrude  Gates,  the  sum  of 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  being  the  amount  of  a  final  settle- 
ment certificate  issued  by  William  Barber,  commissioner,  numbered  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two,  with  interest  on  said  sum,  at  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  the  first  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty ;  which  certificate  was  issued  to  Isaac  Van  Vrankin,  and  of 
which  the  said  Gertrude  Gates  is  now  owner  :  also,  the  sum  of  five  dol-  , 
lars  and  fifty -five  cents,  being  the  amount  of  another  final  settlement  cer- 
tificate, issued  by  William  Barker,  conmiissioner,niunbered  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  forty-five,  with  interest  on  llie  said  sum,  at  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  from  the  first  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  ;  which  certificate  wsls  issued  in  the  name  of  Jacob  Clute,  and 
of  which  the  said  Gertrude  Gates  is  now  owner :  Provided^  That  the 
said  Gertrude  Gates  shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the  First  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  a  bond,  in  such  form  and  with  such  seciurity  as  the  said 
Comptroller  shall  direct  and  approve,  to  indenmify  the  United  States  from 
and  against  the  lawful  claim  of  any  other  person  or  persons  for  or  on 
account  of  the  said  certificates. 

Approved  14th  July,  1832. 


An  Act  fbr  the  refief  of  John  Peck. 

Sec*  L  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  liquidate 
and  adjust  the  following  final  settlement  certificates,  namely :  number 
sixty4wo  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  dated  May  first,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  signed 
by  Jolm  Pierce,  conmiissioner,  for  eighty  dollars,  payable  to  Elijah  Good- 
enough,  or  bearer,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  from  the  first  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three ;  number  thirteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  dated  January  first,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four.  State  of  New  York,  signed  by  John  Pierce,  com- 
missioner, for  fifty-eight  twenty-ninetieths  dollars,  payable  to  David 
Dunton,  or  bearer,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  from  the  day  of 

January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  j  and  number  sev- 


77 

enteen  tiv^reanfl  nine  hnadited  and  eighty,  dated  f anuairy  first,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  State  of  New  York,  signed  by  John 
Pierce,  conunissioner,  for  fifty-nine  twenty-four-ninetieths  dollars,  pay- 
able to  Hugh  Paul,  or  beatrer,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  from  the 
fourfli  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  ;  and 
that  there  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  John  Peck,  the  holder  of  the  said  several  certificates,  the 
amount  thereof,  with  interest  at  six  per  centum  from  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  the  date  of  the  last 
payment  of  interest  endorsed  on  the  said  several  certificates. 
Approved  14th  July\  1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Watt. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enaciedy  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  pay  to  Archibald  Watt  the  qpecie  value  of  three  Treasury 
certificates,  for  six  himdred  dollars  each,  issued  to  Andrew  Ross  on  the 
nineteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
payable  to  the  said  Ross,  or  bearer,  and  whereof  the  said  Watt  is  holder, 
with  such  interest  on  the  said  specie  value  as  would  have  become  due 
thereon,  had  the  same  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  for  frmding  the 
debts  of  the  United  States,  by  the  acts  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated  :  Provided j  He  shall  give  a  bond,  to  the  sat- 
is&ction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an  amount  to  be  determined 
by  said  Secretary  ;  conditioned  that  the  said  Archibald  and  his  securities 
^inll  refund  the  amount  of  money  received  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  if  any  other  person  shall  prove  a  legal  title  to  the  amount  contained 
in  said  certificates,  together  with  the  interest  on  the  sum  so  received. 

Approved  27th  February,  1833. 


An  Act  fer  the  relief  of  John  Bruee,  administrator  of  Philip  Bush,  fleoeased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fycy  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  settle  the  claim  of  Jbhn  Bruce,  administrator  of  Philip  Bush, 
deceased,  for  a  certain  certificate  issued  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  the  said  Philip  Bush,  in  his  life- 
time, by  I.  Brown,  jr.,  for  Ardiibald  Steel,  deputy  quartermaster  gen- 
eral, and  payable  on  the  thirty-fiVst  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  for  thirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two 
dollars  and  fifty-five*niaetietbs,  in  continental  emission  ;  and  HbsX  tfie 
said  settlement  be  made  accordmg  to  the  rules  of  depreciation;  and  tfiat 
the  said  claim  be  allowed  and  paid  to  tiiie  said  John  Bruce,  as  admmi»* 
tarator  of  Philip  Bush,  deceased,  under  the  principles  of  the  funding  sys^ 
tern,  in  the  same  maimer  and  in  same  amount  as  if  the  said  Philip  Bush 
bad,  on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety,  subscribed  to  the  loan  made  in  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States;  mid  that  the  sum  so  ascertained  be  paid  to  the  said  John  Bruoe, 
as  admkiistiator  of  Philip  Budi,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  <bo 
Teeaiairy  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  9d  March,  1833. 
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An  Act  far  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatiTei  of  Christian  lah,  deoeaied. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enaciedy  fyc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Christian  Ish,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  one  himdred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  ten-nine- 
tieths, together  with  such  interest  thereon  as  if  a  certificate  for  that 
amount  had  been  fimded  under  the  act  of  August  fourth,one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  in  full  satisfaction  of  a  certain  certificate  issued  by 
(Jeorge  Ross,  deputy  quartermaster  general,  to  the  said  Christian  Ish,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  February,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 

Approved  June  27,  1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  Michael  Grate. 

Sec  1.  Beit  enacted^  fycy  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  adjust  and 
liquidate  the  value  of  two  certificates  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  New 
Jersey  to  Ogden  and  Curtis:  the  one  numbered  two  thousand  three  hun- 
^red  and  forty-one,  the  other  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-three^ 
both  bearing  date  twenty-ninth  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  each  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and  also  for  another 
certificate,  numbered  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six,  which 
issued  fi-om  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylvania,  to  William  Henderson,  for 
one  thousand  dollars,  dated  January  twelfth,  seventeen  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  ;  and  that  the  value,  so  adjusted,  of  said  three  celrtificates, 
together  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  by 
law,  to  the  administrators  of  Michael  Grate,  deceased  :  Providedy  That, 
before  payment  is  made  as  aforesaid,  the  said  administrator  shall  give 
bond  to  the  United  States,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  refunding  the  amount  to  be  paid  on  either  of  said  certifi- 
cates, which  may  hereafter  be  presented  for  pajrment ;  or  of  all,  if  all 
should  be  presented. 

Approved  June  27,  1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Jacobs ;  of  Samnel  Bayard,  surviving:  executor  of  John  Bayard,, 
deceased ;  and  of  the  executors  of  Joseph  Falconer,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  fyc.j  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed 
to  settle  the  accoimt  of  Benjamin  Jacobs,  for  two  loan-office  certificates, 
amounting  to  seven  hundred  dollars,  issued  from  the  loan  office  in  Con- 
necticut in  the  name  of  said  Benjamin  Jacobs,  viz:  number  nine  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-one,  dated  twenty-first  of  May,  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  for  two  hundred  dollars ;  and  number  six  thousand  one^ 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  dated  April  twenty-sixth,  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  for  five  hundred  dollars;  and  to  ascertain  the  true  specie 
value  thereof;  which  certificates  are  alleged  to  have  been  lost,  and  appear 
by  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  be  outstanding  and  unpaid  :  and  that  die 
amount  so  ascertained,  with  interest  thereon,  be  paid  to  the  said  Benjamin 
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Jacobs,  out  of  any  money  ia  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated^ 
upon  the  said  Benjamin  Jacobs's  executing  and  delivering  to  the  Comp- 
troller  of  the  Treasury  a  bond  of  indemnity,  in  double  the  amount  of  the 
sum  to  be  paid,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  said  Comp- 
troller. 

Sec.  2.  •Snd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  settle  the  claim  of  Samuel  Bayard,  surviving  executor  of  John 
Bayard,  deceased,  for  six  certificates,  issued  on  the  twenty-second  of 
February,  seventeen  himdred  and  seventy-seven,  in  the  name  of  the  said 
John  Bayard,  viz  :  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifty-one,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six,  one  hun* 
dred  and  fifty-seven,  one  himdred  and  fifty-eight,  for  three  hundred 
dollars  each,  amoimting  to  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  to  as- 
certain the  true  specie  value  thereof ;  which  certificates  are  alleged  to  have 
been  lost,  and  appear  by  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  be  still  unsatisfied ; 
and  that  the  amoimt  so  ascertained,  with  interest  diereon  from  the  first  of 
January,  seventeen  hmidred  and  eighty-eight,  be  paid  to  the  said  Samuel 
Bayard,  surviving  executor  as  aforesaid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasu  y 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  upon  the  execution  and  delivery  of  a  bond  of 
indemnity,  firom  the  said  Samuel  Bayard  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  double  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  paid,  with  sufficient  security^ 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  Comptroller. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  furthc}'  enacted.  That  there  be  paid  to  the  executors 
of  Joseph  Falconer,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  interest  upon  two  loan-office  certificates,  number  thirty- 
five,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  of  the  value  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-four 
dollars  and  thirty-seven  ninetieths  in  specie,  and  number  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  for  six  hundred  dollars,  of  the  value  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and  fifty-eight-ninetieths  in  specie  ; 
to  be  computed  from  the  first  of  January,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  untU  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  those  certificates,  as  directed 
by  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Falconer^ 
approved  twenty-eighth  of  May,  eighteen  himdred  and  thirty. 

Approved  June  28, 1834. 

An  Act  for  the  refier  of  the  representatiyet  of  Samuel  Gibbt. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  S^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  herebv,  authorized  and  required  to  liquidate 
and  adjust  the  value  of  two  certificates  issued  in  May,  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  from  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Gilbert  Palmer: 
one  for  three  hundred  dollars,  numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
and  the  other  for  one  thousand  dollars,  numbered  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  ;  and  that  the  value  so  adjusted,  together  with 
interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annmn,  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  law,  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  Samuel  Gibbs,  deceased  :  Provided,  That,  before 
pajrment  is  made  as  aforesaid,  the  said  legal  representatives  shall  give  bond, 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  refunding  the 
amoimt  of  either  of  the  said  certificates  which  may  herealEter  be  presented 
for  payment ;  or  of  both,  should  both  be  so  presented. 

Approved  June  28, 1834. 
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All  Act  for  the  reKif  of  ikd  legal  repreteHtaftiret  of  BeifJ«ito  Bird  and  Grot^^otntMy • 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted,  f^c,  Thai  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasuty 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle  the 
claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Benjamin  Bird,  on  accoimt  of  eight 
loan  office  certificates,  issued  at  the  loan  office  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  favor  of  Pierre  Gomreye,  and  dated  first  of  April,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight ;  two  of  which  were  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  numbered  five  thousand  six  himdred  and  eighty-one  and 
five  thousand  six  himdred  and  eighty-two  ;  three  for  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  and  numbered  four  thoussmd  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
^ight,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty ;  and  three  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  each, 
and  numbered  four  thousand  and  fourteen,  four  thousand  and  fifteen,  and 
four  thousand  and  sixteen  ;  which  certificates  appear  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  outstanding  and  impaid.  And  ^Iso  to  audit  and  settle  the  claim 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Grove  Pomeroy,  on  account  of  four  final 
settlement  certificates,  one  numbered  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  iind 
thirty-two,  for  two*  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents  ;  one  numbered  twelve 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  for  seventy-five  dollars  and  forty- 
nine  cents  ;  one  numbered  thbteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  for  eighty  dollars  ;  and  one  nmnbered  thirteen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  ten,  for  eighty  dollars,  all  dated  the  first  of  January,  seventeen  him- 
dred  and  eighty-four  ;'the  three  first  bearing  interest  firom  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  latter  from  the  fourth 
of  November,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  appearing  out- 
standing and  impaid  on  tne  books  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  sum  found 
due,  together  with  the  Interest  thereon,  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  be 
paid  to  the  said  representatives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated :  Provided^  That  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
said  Bird  and  of  said  Pomeroy,  respectively,  shall  first  deliver  to  the  Comp- 
.  troller  of  the  Treasury,  a  bond  in  such  smn  and  with  such  security  as  he 
shall  approve,  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  all  lawful  claims  for 
or  on  account  of  said  certificates. 
Approved  June  28, 1834. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Peck. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  John  Peck,  out  of  anv  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  interest  which  had  accrued  on 
three  final  settlement  certificates  set  forth  and  described  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress for  the  relief  of  John  Peck,  approved  July  fourteenth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  from  the  several  periods  at  which  interest  had  become 
due  and  payable  thereon,  to  the  first  of  January,  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-eight 

Approved  June  30,  1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Daer,  John  Duer,  and  Berei'ly  Robinson,  trusteea  of  the 

of  Sareh  Alexandeiv  deeeaaed. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^:  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  durected  to  pay  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand 
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and  fifty-one  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
to  William  A.  Duer,  John  Duer,  and  Beverly  Robinson,  trustees  of  the  es- 
tate of  Sarah  Alexander,  deceased,  who  was  the  widow  and  devisee  of 
Major  General  Lord  Stirling,  in  full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  a  certifi- 
cate issued  to  the  said  Major  General  Lord  Stirling  by  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  for  the  three-fourths  part  of  the  depreciation  of  his  pay,  bearing 
date  the  thirty-first  of  December,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and 
anoounting  to  the  sum  of  sixteen  himdred  and  two  pounds  four  shillings 
and  six  pence  three  fiuthings,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  firom  the  first  of  August,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty;  which 
laid  certificate  ahaU  be  surr^Mlered  by  them  to  die  Secretary  of  t^^ 
on  rec^Ting  the  pa3rment  thereofl 
A|q[aoved,  June  30, 1834.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

^cts  of  CongresSy  and  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  fVar^  relating  to 
Refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  during  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

An  Acl  for  ihe  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  NoTa  Scotia. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  encuited  by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Representatives  qfthe 
United  States  of  Jimerica  in  Congress  assembled^  That  to  satisfy  theclainn 
of  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the  resc^utions  of  Congress  of  the 
twenty-third  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and 
the  thirteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
as  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
directed  to  give  notice,  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  papers  of  each  of  the 
States  of  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Pennsylvania,  to  all  persons  having  claims  under  the  said  resolutions,  to 
transmit  to  the  War  Office,  within  two  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
a  just  and  true  account  of  their  claims  to  the  bounty  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enactedy  That  no  other  persons  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  than  those  of  the  follow- 
ing descriptions,  or  their  widows  and  heirs,  viz :  First,  those  heads  of  fami- 
lies and  single  persons,  not  members  of  any  such  families,  who  were  resi- 
dents in  one  of  the  Provinces  aforesaid  prior  to  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  who  abandoned  their  settle- 
ments in  consequence  of  having  given  aid  to  the  United  Colonies  or  States 
in  the  revolutionary  war  against  Great  Britain,  or  with  intention  to  g^ve 
such  aid,  and  continued  in  the  United  States,  or  in  their  service,  during 
the  said  war,  and  did  not  return  to  reside  in  the  dominions  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  prior  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three.  Secondly,  the  widows  and  heirs  of  all  such 
persons  as  were  actually  residents,  as  aforesaid,  who  abandoned  their  set- 
tlements as  aforesaid,  and  died  within  the  United  State|,  or  in  their  ser- 
vice, during  the  said  war  ;  and  Thirdly,  all  persons  who  were  members 
of  families  at  the  time  of  their  coming  into  the  United  States,  and  who, 
during  the  war,  entered  into  their  service. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  proof  of  the  several  cir- 
cumstances necessary  to  entitle  the  applicants  to  the  benefits  of  this  act, 
maybe  taken  before  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  or  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court,  or  the  first  justice  or 
first  judge  of  the  court  of  conmion  pleas  or  county  court,  of  any  State. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen 
months  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  time  to  time 
thereafter,  it  shall  be  the  '^duty  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  War  to  lay  such  evidence  of  claims  as  he  may  have  received  before 
the  Secretary  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and  with  them  proceed 
to  examine  the  testimony,  and  give  their  judgment  what  quantity  of  land 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  individual  claimants,  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
gree of  their  respective  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  in  consequence 
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of  their  attachm^it  to  the  oauae  of  the  United  States ;  allowing  to  those 
ot  the  first  class  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  thousand  acres  ;  and  to 
the  last  class  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred  ;  making  such  inter- 
mediate classes  as  the  resolutions  aforesaid  and  distributive  justice  may^ 
in  their  judgment,  require ;  and  make  report  thereof  to  Congress.  And  in 
case  any  such  claimant  shall  have  sustained  such  losses  and  sufferings,  or 
performed  siwh  services  for  the  United  States,  that  he  cannot  justly  be 
classed  in  any  one  general  class,  a  separate  report  ^all  be  made  of  his 
ciicumstances,  together  with  the  quantity  of  land  that  ought  to  be  allowed 
him,  having  reference  to  the  foregoing  ratio :  Provided,  That,  in  consid* 
eiing  what  compensation  ought  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  all  grants^ 
except  mititary  grants,  which  may  have  been  made  by  the  United  States^ 
or  individual  States,  sliall  be  considered  at  the  just  value  thereof  at  the 
time  the  same  were  made,  respectively,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  the 
case  may  be,  a  satisfaction  to  those  who  may  have  received  the  same  : 
Provided  alsOy  That  no  claim  under  this  law  i^all  be  assignable  until  after, 
report  made  to  Congress  as  aforesaid,  and  until  the  said  lances  be  granted 
to  persons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act 

Sec  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  claims,  in  virtue  of  said  reso-* 
lotions  of  Congress,  which  shall  not  be  exhibited  as  aforesaid,  within  the 
tane  by  this  act  limited,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  barred. 

Approved  April  7,  1798. 

Note.— That  part  of  the  ordinance  of  May  20,  1785,  which  reserved  three  townships  on  lake 
Erie,  for  the  use  of  the  refugees,  was  never  carried  into  effect,  other  lands  having  beea  appropri- 
ated m  lieu  thoieofy  by  th6  preceding  and  other  acts. 


Beport  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  and  Comp- 
troller of  the  TVeasury,  on  the  subject  qf  refugees  from  the  British 
Provinces  ofCdnada  and  Nova  Scotia,    Made  the  9th  of  May,  1800. 

That  73  persons  have  presented  claims  as  entitled  to  relief  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  April,  1798  ;  that  18  claims  have  been  disallowed ; 
6  are  suspended  for  want  of  sufficient  proofs  ;  and  49  have  been  allowed. 

In  4  special  cases,  the  Secretaries  and  Comptroller  recommended  an 
aflowance  of  2,000  acres.  The  45  other  claimants  have  been  arranged 
in  five  classes  ;  allowing  to  those  of  the  first  class,  five  in  number,  1,000 
acres  each ;  to  those  of  the  second  class,  fifteen  in  number,  750  acres  each  ^ 
to  those  of  the  third  class,  fourteen  in  number,  500  acres  each  ;  to  those 
of  the  fourth  class,  ten  in  number,  250  acres  each ;  and  to  the  only  claim- 
ant of  the  fifth  class,  100  acres — ^making  altogether,  and  including  the 
special  cases,  33,500  acres.  The  six  suspended  cases,  if  allowed,  would 
not  increase  the  quantity  of  land  to  40,000  acres.  ^ 

The  committee,  considering  that  the  whole  amoimt  of  claims  falls  short 
of  what  was  generally  expected  ;  that  all'the  claimants  are  original  hold- 
tt8;  that  their  losses  or  sufierings  have  been  considerable;  that  the 
greater  number  are  now,  and  have  been  for  many  years,  in  indigent  cir- 
c^nnstances ;  and  that  not  only  they  have  been  thus  reduced,  on  account 
of  their  having  joined  the  American  cause,  but  have  waited  twenty  years 
for  a  compensation,  recommend  that  there  should  be  allowed,  to  those  of 
tbe  fourth  class,  half  a  section,  or  320  acres,  instead  of  250  acres  ;  and  to 
others  in  the  same  proportion ;  which  will  make  a  difference  of  only  4,74a 
acres. 
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On  thd  particular  cases,  the  committee  propose  adj  two  altemtions : 

The  fiist  relates  to  the  case  of  L.  F.  Delesdermer,  a  Nova  Scotia  refugee, 
vbo  is  placed  in  the  third  class  at  the  rate  of  500  acres.  The  dayot  for  his 
deceased  brother  John,  who  enlisted  in  the>anny  of  the  United  States,  and 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  that  of  his  father  and  mother,  have  been 
disallowed.  The  last  is  disallowed,  because  "it  is  not  proved  that  they 
were  obliged  to  leave  Nova  Scotia,  nor  that  they  came  hither  with  intent 
to  aid  the  United  States."  Although  it  was  proper  to  have  rejected  the 
claim  for  want  of  that  proof,  yet  as  it  appears  that  on  accotmt  of  their 
leaving  Nova  Scotia,  during  the  war,  and  joining  their  son,  they  lost  their 
property,  and  have  ever  since  been  supported  by  that  son,  (they  being 
both  past  seventy,  and  the  fitther  having  been  deprived  of  his  senses  for 
a  number  of  years,)  this  appeared  to  the  committee  a  sufficient  reason  for 
raising  the  son,  who  was  a  meritorious  and  useful  officer  during  die  war, 
from  the  third  to  the  second  class. 

The  other  case  is  tihiat  of  the  heirs  of  James  Boyd,  whose  claim  is  coa- 
sid^ed  by  ^e  Secretaries  and  Comptroller  as  one  of  the  specific  classes, 
and  to  whom  they  have  allowed  2,000  acres.  The  Secretaries  and  Comp- 
troUer  state  that  "  James  Boyd  lost  50,000  acres  of  land,  on  which  were 
4M>me  valuable  improvements,  on  the  east  side  of  what  is  now  known  to 
be  the  river  St  Croix."  One  of  the  heirs  who  attends  to  the  busmess, 
considering  the  compensation  as  altogether  inadequate,  has  requested  that 
the  claim  should  not  be  included  amongst  those  now  reported  on,  ratber 
<^osing  that  it  should  be  referred,  with  the  other  suspended  cases,  to  Ae 
next  session  of  Congress,  when  there  will  be  time  to  investigate  its  merits. 
The  committee  recommend  a  compliance  with  his  request 

With  those  alterations,  and  adopting  in  every  other  respect  the  report 
of  the  Secretaries  and  Comptroller,  the  third  secticm  of  the  bill  rep^^tod 
by  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  refugees 
will  stand  as  follows : 

That  the  following  persons  be  entitled,  &c.,  to  wit :  Martha  Walker, 
widow  of  Thomas  Walker ;  Edgar  and  Seth  Harding,  respectively,  2,240 
acres  each. 

Jonathan  Eddy,  Colonel  James  Livingston,  Parker  Clark,  and  John 
Allen,  respectively,  1,280  acres  each,  and  to  the  heirs  of  John  Dodge  1,280 
acres. 


Thomas  Faulkner, 
Edward  Faulkner, 
David  Gay, 
Martin  Brooks, 
Lieut  Col.  Bradford, 
Noah  Miller, 
Joshua  Lamb, 
Atwood  Fales, 
John  Starr, 
William  How, ' 
Ebenezer  Gardner, 
Lewis  F.  Delesdemier, 
John  McGown, 
Jonas  C.  Mino^  and 
T.  Francis  Cazeau^and  to 
TTie  heirs  of  Simeon  Ches- 
ter, respectively, 


Jacob  Vander  Heyden, 
John  Livingston, 
James  Crawford, 
Isaac  Danks, 
Major  B.  Von  Heer, 
Benjamin  Thompson, 
Joseph  Bindon, 
960       Joseph  Levit^e, 
y  acres      Lieut.  William  Maxwell, 
each.      John  De  Mercier, 
James  Price, 
Seth  Noble,  and 
John    Halsted,    respec- 
tively, 


em 

*  acres 
eactL 
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John  PaskeU,  "^ 

32a     Edward  Chinn,  \  ^"^^ 

acres     Joseph  Cone,  and  \      ^^v 

each.     John^Torrey,  respectively ,J  ^^^  * 


D«vid  Jenks, 

Ambrose  Cole, 

Axlam  Johnson, 

James  Duggan, 

Daniel  Earl,  junr.  J 

Samuel  Fales,  160  acres. 

Which  several  tracts  of  land  shall,  except  the  last,  be  located  in  half 
sections  by  the  respective  claimants.  i 


AxL  Aet  regulating  the  granta  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinoes  of 

Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Sec  1.  Be  ii  enacted,  8fc.y  That  the  Surveyor  General  be,  and  he  ia 
hereby,  directed  to  cause  tfiose  fractional  townships  of  the  sixteenth,  seven* 
teenth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  twentieth,  twenty-first,  and  twenty-second 
ranges  of  townships,  which  join  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  military 
lands,  to  be  subdivided  into  half  sections,  containing  three  himdred  and 
twenty  acres  each,  and  to  retiu'n  a  survey  and  description  of  the  same  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  December 
next ;  and  that  the  said  knds  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  set  apart  and 
reserved  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  claims  of  persons  entitled  to  lands 
under  the  act  entitled  <<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the 
British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.'^ 

Sec  2.  •tfnrf  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treawary 
diall,  within  thirty  days  after  the  survey  of  lands  shall  have  been  returned 
to  him  as  aforesaid,  proceed  to  determine,  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  in  the  {Hres* 
ence  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  War,  the  priority  of  locati<ui  of  the 
persons  entitled  to  lands  as  aforesaid.  The  persons  thus  entitled  shall 
severally  make  their  locations  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  January  next,  and 
the  patents  for  the  lands  thus  located  shall  be  granted  in  the  maimer  direct- 
ed for  military  lands,  without  requiring  any  fee  whatever. 

Sec  3.  Jlnd  be  it  jfurther  enetctedf  Tliat  the  folio  wing  persons,  claiming 
laads  under  the  above-mentioned  act,  shall,  respectively,  be  entitled  to  the 
following  quantities  of  land,  that  is  to  say  :  Martha  Walker,  widow  of 
Thomas  Walker,  Jcim  Edgar,  P.  Frauds  Ca^eau,  J(^  Allen,  and  Seth 
Hairding,  respectively,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  each ; 
Jonathan  Eddy,  Colonel  James  Livingston,  and  Parker  Clark,  respectively, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  each  ;  cmd  the  heirs  of  Jolm 
Dodge,  one  thousand  two  himdred  and  eighty  a<»e8  ;  Thomas  Faulkner, 
Edward  Faulkner,  David  Gray,  Martin  Brooks,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brad- 
feid,  Noalj  Miller,  Jo  Ana  Lamb,  Atwood  Fales,  John  Starr,  William  How» 
Ebenez^  Gardner,  Lewus  I!.  Delesdemier,  John  MeGrown,  and  Jonas  C. 
IfinetyVeqpectively,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each  ;  and  the  heirs  of 
Simeon  Chester,  nine  hundred  and  mxty  acres  ;  Jacob  Vander.  Heyden, 
John  Livingston,  James  Crawford,  Isaac  Danks,  Major  B.  Von  Heer, 
Benjamin  Thompson,  Joseph  Bindon,  Joseph  Levittre,  Lieutenant  William 
Maxwell,  John  cteMercier,  James  Price,  Seth  Noble,  Martha  Bogart,relictof 
Abraham  Bogart  and  formerly  relict  (rf  Daniel  Tucker,  and  John  Halsted, 
respectively,  six  himdred  and  forty  acres  each ;  David  Jenks,  Ambrose 
Cole,  James  Cole,  Adam  Johnson,  die  widow  and  heirs  of  Colonel  Jere- 
miah Dii^an,  Daniel  Earl,  junior,  John  PaskeU,  Edward  Chinn,  Joseph 
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Cone,  and  John  Torrey ,  respectively,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  each  : 
Samuel  Fales,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  which  several  tracts  of  land 
shall,  except  the  last,  be  located  in  half  sections  by  the  respective  claimants. 
Approved  February  18, 1801. 


Ad  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  re^laiinn:  the  grants  of  lands  appropriated  for  the 
refugees  firom  the  British  Provinces  of  Czoiada  and  Nora  Scotia." 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc.^  That  Samuel  Rogers,  one  of  the  claimants 
imder  the  act  entitled  ^<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  Brit- 
ish Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  shall  be  entitled  to  two  thou- 
sand two  himdred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  in  the  manner,  and 
within  the  boundaries,  of  tfie  tract  designated  by  the  act  to  which  this  act 
is  a  supplement,  and  diall  receive  a  patent  for  the  same,  in  the  mianner 
directed  by  the  said  last-mentioned  act 

Approved  March  3, 1803. 


An  Act  to  rcTiTe  and  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refiigees 
^     from  the  British  ProTinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.** 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted j  fyc,y  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia/* 
approved  on  the  seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived  and  continued  in  force  for 
the  term  of  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  no  longer. 

Approved  March  16,  1804. 


An  Act  further  ta  proTide[for  the  refbgees  from  the  British  ProTioces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scoila, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  4*c.,  That  all  persons  having  clsdms  tmder  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  passed  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  thirteenth  of  April  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  as  refugees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  -shall  transmit  to  the  War  Office, 
within  two  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  a  just  and  true  account  of 
their  claims  to  the  bounty  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  •Snd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  other  persons  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  than  those  of  the  following 
descriptions,  or  their  widows  and  heirs,  viz:  First,  those  heads  of  fami- 
lies, and  single  persons  not  members  of  any  such  fismailies,  who  were  resi- 
dents in  one  of  the  Provinces  aforesaid  prior  to  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  who  abandoned  their  set- 
tlements in  consequence  of  having  given  aid  to  the  United  Colonies  or 
States,  in  the  revolutionary  war  against  Great  Britain,  or  with  intention 
to  give  such  aid,  and  continued  in  the  United  States,  or  in  their  service, 
during  the  said  war,  and  did  not  return  to  reside  in  the  domuiions  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  prior  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three.    Secondly,  the  widows  and 
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heiis  of  all  such  persons  as  were  'actoaOy  residents  as  aforesaid,  who 
abandoned  their  settlements  as  aforesaid,  and  died  within  the  United 
States,  or  in  their  service,  during  the  said  war.  And,  thirdly,  all  persons 
who  were  members  of  famiUes  at  the  time  of  their  coming  into  the  United 
States,  and  who,  during  the  war,  entered  into  their  service. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  proof  of  the  several  cir- 
cumstances necessary  to  entitle  the  applicants  to  the  benefits  of  this  act, 
may  be  taken  before  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  or  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court,  or  the  first  jus- 
tice or  first  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  county  court  of  any 
State. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  eneutedy  That,  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen 
months  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  time  to  time  there- 
after, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  to  ' 
lay  such  evidence  of  claims  as  he  may  have  received  before  the  Secretary 
and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and,  with  them,  proceed  to  examine  the 
testimony,  and  give  their  judgment  what  quantity  of  land  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  the  individual  claimants  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  their 
respective  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  in  consequence  of  their  at- 
tadunent  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States ;  allowing  to  those  of  the  first 
dass  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  thousand  acres,  and  to  the  last  class  a 
quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  making  such  intermediate  classes  as 
tfae  resolutions  aforesaid  and  distributive  justice  may,  in  their  judgment, 
require,  and  make  report  thereof  to  Congress.  And  in  case  any  such 
daimant  shall  have  sustained  such  losses  and  sufierings,  or  performed 
such  services  for  the  United  States,  that  he  cannot  justly  be  classed  in  any 
one  general  class,  a  separate  report  shall  be  made  of  his  circumstance^ 
t(^ther  with  the  quantity  of  land  that  ought  to  be  allowed  him,  having 
reference  to  the  foregoing  ratio :  Providedy  That,  in  considering  w]jat 
compensation  ought  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  all  grants,  except 
military  grants,  which  may  have  been  made  by  the  United  States  ar  in- 
dividual States,  shall  be  considered,  at  the  just  value  thereof  at  the  time 
the  same  were  made  respectively,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  the  case 
may  be,  as  satisfaction  to  those  who  may  have  received  the  same  :  Pro- 
videdy  aUoy  That  no  claim  under  this  law  ^all  be  assignable  until  after 
report  made  to  Congress  as  aforesaid,  and  until  the  said  lands  be  granted 
to  the  persons  entitled  to  the  b^iefit  of  this  act. 

Sec  5.  •And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  all  claims  in  virtue  of  said 
resolution  of  Congress  which  shall  not  be  exhibited,  as  aforesaid,  within 
the  time  by  this  act  limited,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  barred :  Providedy 
That  no  patent  shall  be  issued  to  any  person  who  may  hereafter  establish 
his  claim  under  the  said  act,  until  he  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  he  is  at  the  time  then  being  a  resident 
within  the  United  States. 

Approved  February  24,  1810. 


An  Act  making  provision  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief 
of  the  refua;ees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  4'c.,  That  the  following  persons,  claiming  lands 
under  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act  en- 
<i  led  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  firom  the  British  Provinces  of 
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Canada  and  Nova  Sootia/ ''  passed  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Maich,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  shaH  req;>ectiyely  be  entitled  to  the  fol 
lowing  lands;  that  is  to  say:  Charlotte  Hazen,  widow  of  Moses  Hazen; 
Chk>e  Shannan,  wife  of  James  Noble  l^annan,  and  relict  of  Obadiah 
Ayer,  deceased;  the  heirs  of  Elijah  Ayer,  and^the  heirs  of  Ismel  Ridand^ 
respectiirely,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  Ellijah  Ayer,  junior,  and  the 
heirs  of  Anthony  Burk,  respectively,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
And  that  the  following  persons  claimmg  lands  under  the  act  entitled  ^^  An 
aet  further  to  provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provincee  of  Can* 
ada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other  purposes,'^  passed  on  the  twenty* 
fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  shall  re* 
apectively  be  entitled  to  the  following  quantities  of  land;  that  is  to  say: 
the  heirs  of  James  Boyd,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  acres;  the 
heirs  of  Nathaniel  Reynolds,  the  heirs  of  Edward  Antill  and  Jodiua 
l^rague,  respectively,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres:  Robert  Sharp,  John 
Fulton,  and  John  Morrison,  esu^h,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  James 
Sprague,  David  Dickey,  John  Taylor,  and  the  heirs  of  Gilberts  Seamans, 
deceased,  respectively,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres:  which  several 
tracts  of  land  shall  be  located  within  the  boimdaries  of  the  firactiooal 
townships  reserved  and  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  claims 
of  the  refiigees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;  and  the  locations  shall  be 
made  and  patents  granted,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  former  laws,  except  as  to  the  time  for  making  the  locations;  which  lo* 
cations  shall  be  made  on  the  day  or  days  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  judge  most  convenient  for  the  claimants,  and  diall  designate  for 
the  purpose. 
•  Approved  April  23, 1812. 


An  Act  for  the  reKef  of  the  helrt  at  kw  of  Riohord  Livingston,  a  Canadian  refugee,  deoeaflod* 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fycy  That  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  m  relation  to  refogees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  be,  and 
die  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  Richard  Livingston, 
deceased,  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  regiment  conmianded  by  Colonel 
James  Livingston;  and  that  the  quantity  of  land  which  may  be  awarded 
by  the  officers  of  Government,  designated  in  said  'several  acts  to  settle 
and  adjust  similar  claims,  ^all  be  located  upon  such  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States  whidi  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  subject  to 
entry  at  private  sale. 

Approved  June  27, 1834. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Special  Acts  of  Congress  granting  the  seven  years*  Half  Pay  ^o  Widows 
and  Orphans  qf  Revolutionary  Officers  who  died  or  were  killed  whilst 
in  service. 

An  Act  for  Uie  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  adjust  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans, 
respectively,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  late  Colonel  Owen  Roberts,  Cap- 
tain William  White,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard  Elliott,  Major  Samuel 
Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger,  Lieutenant  John  Bush,  and  Major  Charles 
Motte,  deceased,  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  do  issue  his  cer- 
tificates accordingly. 

Approved  March  27,  1792. 


An  Act  for  the  rdief  of  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Samuel  Kennedy. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,^  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
counts of  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Samuel  Kennedy,  and  allow  to  them  seven 
years*  half  pay  for  their  father^s  services  as  surgeon  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  who  died  in  the  service  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  25, 1832. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brownlee. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  tfie 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  James  Brownlee,  sole  heir  of 
Alexander  Brownlee,  an  ensign  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  slaki 
in  the  battle  of  Guilford,  the  seven  years'  half  pay  to  which  his  widow 
▼as  entitled  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  passed  August  twenty-fourth,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  ;  together  with  such  interest  thereon 
as  would  now  be  due  if  a  certificate  for  the  said  seven  years'  half  pay  bad 
been  issued  and  subscribed  imder  the  principles  of  the  funding  act,  and 
no  pajrment  made  thereon. 

Approved  February  9, 1833. 
12 
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An  Act  f9r  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Wilson,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc.y  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  ^nd 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  heirs  of  John  Wilson,  de- 
ceased, a  Ueutenant  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  slain  in  the  battle 
of  the  Eutaw  Springs,  the  sfeven  years'  half  pay  allowed  by  the  resolution 
of  Congress  passed  August  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hwidred 
and  eighty  ;  together  with  such  interest  thereon  as  would  now  be  due  if 
a  certificate  for  said  seven  years'  half  pay  had  been  isdued  and  subscribed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  fimding  act,  and  no  payment  made  thereon. 

Approved  Febniary  27, 1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Moitimfir  Borroa. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accounting  ofllcers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  pay  to  Ann  Mortimer  Bar- 
ron, only  daughter  and  surviving  heir  of  William  Batron,  an  officer  in  the 
navy,  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  half  pay  of  a  ^t  lieutenant  of  a  frigate, 
for  seven  years,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated :  Provided,  That  the  said  Ann  Mortimer  Barron,  be- 
fore the  payment  thereof,  do  exhibit  such  proof  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  will  satisfy  him  that  she  is  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  the 
said  WiUiam  Barron. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Mogoret  Rikmr. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  Margaret  Riker,  the  widow 
of  Abraham  Riker,  a  captain  in  the  array  of  the  Revolution,  wha  died  in 
service,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
seven  years^  half  pay  of  a  captain  of  the  second  regiin^t  of  New  York  on 
continental  establishment. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  for  t)i«  r?liaf  of  Fnmci*  aftd  Jucfitli  Tim^* 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  die  Secretary  of  the  TieMatf  be,  and 
•he  is  hereby,  auAorized  and  required  to  pay,  out  of  aiiy  money  in  tfie 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Francis  and  Judith  Taylor,  the 
latter  being  the  child  and  sole  rqjresentative  of  Hertfy  Pield>  (forraeriy  a 
lieutenant  in  the  continental  line  of  the  revolutionary  army,  and  who  died 
while  in  the  service,)  a  sum  equal  to  the  half  pay  of  said  Field  As  lieuten- 
ant for  the  term  of  seven  years,  in  pursuance  of  the  resoltition  of  Congress 
,of  twenty-fourth  of  August,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 

Approved  June  30, 1834, 
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An  i;^  fi>r  the  relief,  of  tfaft  kgal  representatives  of  Lucy  Bond,  Hannah  Douglass,  EIizabetK 
Goodwio,  ABcl  Mar^ret  Leitoh. 

Sec  1.  Be  itenaeted,  €(*€.,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
late  Lucy  Bond,  widow  of  the  late  William  Bond,  a  colonel  in  the  army 
of  4e  Rervolution,  who  died  in  service  on  the  thirty-first  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  seveftty-six ;  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late 
Hannah  Douglas,  widow  ol  the  late  William  Douglas,  also  a  colonel  in 
said  army,  who  died  in  service  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  seventeen 
hondred  aiid  seventy-seven ;  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late  Mar- 
garet Ldtch,  wkk>w  of  the  late  Major  Andrew  Leitch,  a  major  in  the  army 
of  the  Revolution,  who  died  in  service  the  fifteenth  of  September,  seventeen 
hundred  and  seventy-six ;  and  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Eliaabeth 
Goodwin,  widow  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Goodwin,  a  captain  in  the  army  of 
the  Revolution,  who  died  in  service  on  the  first  of  May,  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  the  seven  years*  half  pay  of  said  officers,  respectively, 
to  whidi  d[ieir  widow<s  ssA  children  were  entitled  by  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  twenty-fourth  of  August,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 

Approved  Jime  30, 1834« 


Ao  Act  ibf  the-  reUef  of  the  legal  represenutives  of  John  M.  Gregory. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  audiorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
TreasiBry  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
M.  Gregory,  sole  heir  of  John  Gregory,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  army 
of  the  Revolution,  and  slain  in  the  service,  the  seven  years'  half  pay  allowed 
to  the  widows  or  orphan^  duldreu  of.  sudi  officers  as  should  die  in  the  ser- 
vice, by  a  resolve  of  Congress  passed  August  twenty-four,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty^ 

Approved  June  30, 1834, 

J 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Nash. 

^   See.  I.  Beii  enaetedy  fyc.^  That  the  woper  accounting  officers  of  the 
'^  Treasury  Depeitnient  belaud  they  hereoy  are,  directed  to  ascertain  and 
lUow  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Nash,  late  a  brigadier  general 
i  '1  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  the  amount  of  seven  years^  half  pay,  at  a 
'^ite  corresponding  with  the  pay  to  which  the  said  Nash  was  entitled  at 
J-Jje  time  of  his  detUh;  and  that  the  said  amoimt,  when  so  ascertained,  shall 
^  paid  to  the  said  representatives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
^^rwise  appropriate 
''Approved  June  30, 1834. 
\ 


(  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Haggard,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Seii^  I.  Be  it  enact ed^  ^c.,  That  tfie  proper  accountmg  officers  of  the 
V^^^ry  be  required  to  pay  to  Nancy  Haggard,  only  daughter  and  sur- 
^^ft  heir  of  William  Grymes,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  line  on 
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4he  continental  establishment  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  said  war,  the  a^regate 
amount  of  half  pay  of  a  captain  of  infieoitry  for  seven  years,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated:  Provided, 
That  the  said  Nancy  Haggard,  before  the  payment  thereof,  do  exhibit 
such  proof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  wiU  satisfy  him  that  die  is 
the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  said  William  Gr)rmes. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  encu:tedj  That  the  sum  of  money  allowed  to 
the  representative  of  Robert  Jouett,  deceased,  by  the  act  passed  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Robert  Jouett,  deceased,"  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  Sutherland,  and  Rebecca  his  wife,  formerly  Rebecca  Parkersoc. 

Sec  I.  Be  it  enacted j  Sf^c.j  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  shall 
ascertain  the  amount  due  to  the  said  Reb^sca,  the  only  child  of  James 
Parkerson,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  line  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  and  who  died  in  the  service,  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay 
of  a  lieutenant,  promised  by  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  Umted 
States;  and,  when  ascertained,  that  they  pay  said  sum  to  the  said  James 
Sutherland,  and  Rebecca  his  wife,  in  fiill  compensation  for  said  seven 
years'  half  pay,  as  promised  by  said  resolution. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  smn  found  to  be  due  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 


■  sAn  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatlTes  of  Joseph  Hazlet  and  Jemima  Maoro,  sunrifing 
children  of  Colonel  J<Mm  Hazlet,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  ascertair 
what  will  be  the  amount  of  seven  years'  half  pay  due  to  the  children  o.^ 
the  said  Colonel  John  Hazlet,  deceased.  ^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  accounting  officers  do  pa. 
whatever  sum  may  be  fotmd  to  be  due  to  the  legal  representatives  of  JcJ 
-aeph  Hazlet  and  of  Jemima  Mauro,  the  two  surviving  children  of  the  sal 
<k)lonel  John  Hazlet,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  nt 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Moore. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  ascertain  ^d 
allow  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Swan  and  Mrs.  Mary  Waters,  the  only  surv*^uig 
children  of  James  Moore,  late  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution, the  amotmt  of  seven  years'  half  pay,  at  a  rate  corresponding^  with 
the  pay  to  which  the  said  Moore  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death; 
and  that  the  said  amount,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be  paid  to  tfie  said 
Sarah  Swan  and  Mary  Waters,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaaory  not 
4>therwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

i^peeial  Acts  of  Congress  allotmng  Claims  for  the  Commutation  qfthe 

Half  P^y  f^  Life. 

(Extract)    An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons. 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  further  tnacted^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
tuy  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Pannil, 
a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  deranged 
officer,  upon  the  principles  of  the  act  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  third  of 
October,  1780,  and  to  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half  pay 
for  life  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  \  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  grant  a  certificate  fo'r  the  amoimt  of  the 
balance  due  to  him.  That  the  said  Comptroller  adjust  the  account  of 
Thomas  Mclntire,  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war,  and  sJlow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half  pay  for  life  of 
a  captain ;  and  that  the  said  Register  grant  a  certificate  for  ^e  amount 
thereof  accordingly. 

Approved  March  27,  1792. 


An  Act  to  anthorize  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his  serrices  in  the  late 

anny  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepresentatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  adjust  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Dubois,  as  a  colonel  deranged  in  the  line  of  the  late  army  of  the 

i  iJnited  States,  upon  the  principles  of  the  act  of  the  late  Congress,  of  the 

*  third  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  htmdred  and  eighty,  and  to  allow 
Aim  the  usual  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  of  a  colonel ;  and  that  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  grant  a  certifi* 

^cate  for  the  amount  of  the  balance  due  to  him. 

(    Approved  June  4,  1794. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Turner. 

Sec  1.  ^«  it  enacted y  ^c.  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  account  of  Philip  Turner,  late  hospital  physician  and  surgeon,  and 
*at  they  allow  him  the  commutation  equal  to  the  half  pay  of  a  captain, 
agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and  eighty-one  :  Provided,  The 
said  Philip  Tmner,  on  the  receipt  of  the  money  directed  to  be  paid  him 
by  this  act,  shall  execute,  in  consideration  diereof,  a  discharge  to  the 
United  States  of  all  demands  whatsoever,  and  deposite  the  same  in  the 
^ce  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

Approved  April  »2, 1808. 


94 

An  Act  for  the  reliefof  Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representatiTe  of  Colonel  John  Dorkee,  deoeaaed* 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  settle 
the  account  of  Colonel  John  Durkee,  deceased,  and  to  allow  Anna  Young, 
his  sole  heiress  and  representative,  his  seven  years'  half  pay,  and  interest 
thereon,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  naoneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved  July  1,  1812. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  S^c,  That  the  proper  accountiag  officers  of  the 
Treasiuy  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Eliza- 
beth Hamilton,  widow  ai^  representative  of  Alexander  Hanulton,  deceas- 
ed, and  to  allow  her  five  years'  full  pay  for  the  services  of  her  deceased 
husband,  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  revolutionary  war ;  which  five 
years'  fiUl  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life ;  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Garden. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted j  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Alex- 
ander Garden,  and  to  allow  him  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
revolutionary  war ;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his 
half  pay  for  life ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other* 
wise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  23, 1828. 

An  Aa  for  the  reliefof  Caleb  Stark. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  pay  to  Caleb  Stark,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of  his  commutation  fi>r  half  pay 
as  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  tlie  United  States  on  the  continental  estab- 
lishment during  the  revolutionary  war  :  Providedj  That  no  interest  shall 
be  allowed  on  such  commutation. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enaciedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  issue  to 
the  said  Caleb  Stark  a  warrant  for  the  land  bounty  to  which  he  was 
entitled  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  said  army. 

Approved  May  24, 1828. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Slaughter. 

Sec.  I.  Be  it  enacted,  fye*,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account 
of  Philip  Slaughter,  and  to  allow  him^ve  years'  full  pay  fi)r  his  servioes 
as  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  (without  interest,)  which  fire  years' 


full  pay  is  the  commutatiim  <tf  fais  half  pay  for  life ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap^opriated :  Provided^  That  the 
acceptance,  by  &e  said  Slaughter,  of  the  grant  herein  made,  shall  be  in 
lieu  of  any  claim  he  may  have  under  the  provisions  of  a  bill  passed  at  this 
session  oi  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  oflicers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution." 
Approved  May  2Qj  1828. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Mountjoy  Bayly. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
pay  to  Mountjoy  Bayly  his  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  cm- 
tait)  in  the  Maryland  line,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution :  Provided,  He 
ihall  sfttufy  ^e  mid  Secretary  that  he  was  entitled  to  said  commutation, 
aod  never  received  it  from  the  United  Slates. 

Approved  May  26, 1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  Bamett 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  James 
Bamett,  a  lieutenant  of  infantry  in  the  continental  line  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  to  allow  to  him  five  years'  full  pay  for  his  services  in  said 
war,  as  a  lieutenant  as  aforesaid^  it  being  the  commutation  for  his  half 
pay  for  life  j  s^  that  it  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  i»t 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  AS,  1830.     • 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Easlon  and  Dorothy  Storer,  children  and  heirs  at  law  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc..  That  the  accountmg  officers  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  adjust  and  settle  the  ac- 
count of  Sarah  Eiaston  and  Dorothy  Storer,  children  and  heirs  at  law  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  and  pay  to  them  fiv^  years' 
foU  pay,  being  the  commutation  for  half  pay  for  life,  due  to  their  said 
&ther  in  his  lifetime,  for  services  by  him  rendered  to  the  United  States  in 
their  army,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  on  the 
continental  establishment ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized,  directed,  and  required  to  issue  to  said  Sarah  and 
Dorothy,  and  in  their  names,  a  land  warrant  for  four  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  military  bounty  land,  as  and  for  the  lands  to  which  the  said 
Robert  Hanson  Harrison  was,  while  in  full  life,  entitled,  for  and  on  account 
of  the  services  by  him  so  as  aforesaid  rendered  -,  and  that  the  same  may 
be  located  on  any  vacant  or  imlocated  lands  heretofore  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  said  purposes. 

Approved  May  29, 1830. 
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Ab  Act  fer  the  relief  of  Wfllia^  Price. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Wil- 
liam Price,  and  to  allow  him  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half 
pay  for  life ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved  May  29,  1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  BlackwelL 

Sec.  1.  Se  it  enactedy  fyc*.  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  required  to  settle  and- 
adjust  the  account  of  Thomas  Blackwell,  a  captain  of  the  army  of  the- 
Revolution,  and  allow  to  him  five  years'  full  pay,  which  five  years'  full 
pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  29,  1830. 


An  Act  to  repeal  the  proviso  in  the  act  for  the  relief  of  I^ip  Slaughter,  passed  twentf-eixth  of 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  ^c.y  That  so  much  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
Philip  Slaughter,  passed  twenty-sixth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  as  provides  "  that  the  acceptance  by  the  said  Slaughter  of 
the  grant  herein  made  shall  be  in  lieu  of  any  claim  he  may  have  imder 
the  provisions  of  a  bill  passed  at  this  session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,'  ^* 
be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  May  29, 1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Tawters. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
count of  the  heirs  of  William  Vawters,  ^nd  allow  to  them  five  years'  full 
pay  for  their  father's  services  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  with  such  interest  thereon  as  the  party  would  have  been  entitled  to 
if  a  final  settlement  certificate  had  been  issued  for  the  amount  of  his  com- 
mutation, and  the  same  had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  by  the 
act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  providing  for  the  fimding 
of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;  which  five  years'  fiill  pay  is  the  com- 
mution  of  his  half  pay  for  life  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  25,  1832. 
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As  Aeifer  the  relief  of  John  Roberta,  late  maj<Hr  ofinflyitry  in  the  war  of  the  Resolution.' 

Sec.  1.  Se  it  enacted^  ^c.y  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  Major  John  Roberts,  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  and  allow  him  five  years'  ftdl 
pay  as  major  of  infantry,  in  commutation  of  the  half  pay  for  life  prom- 
ised by  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  with  such  interest  thereon  as  the 
party  would  hare  been  entitled  to  if  a  final  settlement  certificate  had  been 
issued  for  the  amount  of  his  codfknutation,  and  the  same  had  been  sub- 
scribed to  the  loan  created  by  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and 
ninety,  providing  for  the  funding  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  him  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated  by  law. 

Approved  May  25y  1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatiyes  of  Reginald  aliaa  Raynold  Hillary. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  S^c,  That  the  proper  accountmg  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  pay  to  Eliza- 
beth Magruder,  the  legal  representative  of  Reginald  alias  Raynold  Hil- 
lary, five  years'  full  pay,  it  being  the  commutation  for  half  pay  for  life 
due  to  said  Hillary  in  his  lifetime,  (for  services  rendered  during  the  Rev- 
olution in  the  first  regiment  of  Maryland  troops,)  and  so  much  interest 
thereon  as  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  thereon  by  the  principles  of 
the  "fimdmg  act,"  had  a  certificate  issued  for  such  conmiutation  at  the 
dose  of  the  war,  and  all  dividends  thereon  were  now  remaining  unpaid; 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  25,  1882. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Ann  D.  Baylor. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  direct^  to  pay  Ann  D.  Baylor,  as  trustee  for  the  heirs  and  distrib- 
utees of  John  Walker  Baylor,  deceased,  who  was  only  son  and  heir  at  law 
of  the  late  Colonel  George  E^ylor,  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  together  with  such  interest  as  would 
have  accrued  on  said  five  years'  full  pay,  if  a  certificate  for  that  amount 
had  been  issued  by  the  United  States  on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  said  certificate,  with  its  accruing 
interest,  had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States  under  the 
&ct  entitled  ^^  An  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,^ 
Ptt£c»d  August  fourth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety ;  making  up  the 
sceount,  and  settling  and  paying  the  same,  in  all  respects,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  so  subscribed,  and  was  now  outstanding  and  unpaid ;  and  that 
the  same  be  paid  to  the  said  Aim  D.  Baylor,  trustee  as  aforesaid,  out  of 
«iy  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  law. 

Approved  May  2S^  1832. 
13 
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AnAa£Mrihor«U9fof(h«MrtaMl  rflndMryl«CAt«ii  oT  WiliamCaftli!,kte  of  tiMSlOftof 

Virginia,  deceased. 

Sec.  I.  Se  it  enaciedy  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accountioR  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  aud  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account 
of  William  Carter,  (now  deceased,)  and  to  allow  to  his  heirs  or  residuary 
legatees  five  years*  full  pay  for  his  services  as  surgeon  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  which  five  years^  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pa^  for  life  \ 
together  with  sudi  interest  as  would  have  accrued  on  the  said  five  years' 
full  pay  if  a  certificate  for  that  amount  had  been  issued  by  the  United 
States  and  funded  under  the  ^^act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  the  fourth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasiiry  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved  May  25,  1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Edmund  Brooke. 

Sec.  !•  Be  a  enacted j  4*c«,  That  the  proper  accounting  officeisof  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aulfaorixed,  empowered,  and  required  to 
settle  the  account  of  £>liaund  Bf ooke,  late  a  Ueutenant  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  in  die  revolutionary  war  on  continental  establishment,  and 
allow  to  him  five  years'  full  pay,  that  being  the  commutation  for  half  pay 
for  life  due  to  him  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in  consideration  of  his  43ervices 
therein ;  together  with  such  interest  as  would  have  accrued  on  the  said  five 
years'  full  pay  if  acertificate  for  that  amount  had  been  issued  by  the  United 
States  on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty4hree, 
and  the  said  certificate,  with  its  accruing  interest,  had  been  subscribed  to 
the  loan  of  the  United  States  under  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,"  passed  August  fourth,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety ;  making  up  the  account,  and  settling  and  paying  the 
same,  in  all  respects  as  if  the  same  had  been  so  subscribed  and  was  now 
outstanding  and  unpaid  ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  the  said  Edmund 
Brooke  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  by 
law. 

Approved  May  25, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Dr.  Samuel  J.  Azson,  deceased. 

Sec.  1,  Be  it  enacted^  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  atithorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Doctor  Samuel  J,  Axson,  five  years'  full  pay  as  a 
surgeon  in  the  levohitionary  war;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  tfie  com- 
mutation of  half  pay  for  life ;  together  with  suoh  interest  thereon  as  would 
now  be  due- if  a  certificate  for  such  commutation  had  been  issued  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  subscribed  under  the  principles  of  the  ftmding  act, 
and  all  dividends  thereon  were  now  remaining  in  the  Treasury  unpaid. 

Approved  June  15,  1832. 
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Aa  Act  (br  th%  relief  of  John  KaighL 

Sec.  I.  Beit  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  prefer  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  John 
Kikight,  and  to  allow  him  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  sui^on's  mate  in  the 
revolutionary  war ;  which  five  years'  Ml  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his 
half  pay  for  life ;  together  with  such  interest  thereon  as  would  now  be  due 
if  a  certificate  for  such  commutation  had  been  issued  and  subscribed  under 
the  principles  of  the  funding  act,  and  -no  payments  made  thereon ;  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  June  15, 1832. 


An  Ad  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Jtucobe. 

See.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  tfc^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  au- 
thorised and  directed  to  pay  to  John  J.  Jacobs,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of  his  commutation  for 
half  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  on  the  con- 
tiBental  estabUsbnent,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  with  such  interest 
thereon  as  that  the  principal  and  interest  will  amount  to  the  sum  to  which 
the  said  John  J.  Jacobs  would  have  been  entitled  if  a  final  settlement  cer- 
tificate had  been  issued  for  his  said  commutation,  and  the  same  had  been 
by  him  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  for  fimding  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  by  the  acts  of  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety  :  Provided,  That  any 
sum  found  due  by  him  to  the  United  States  be  first  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  said  commutation. 

Approved  July  14,  183B. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomi^  Davenport. 

Sec.  \.  Beit  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
count of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Davenport,  and  allow  to  them  five  years'  full 
pay  for  his  services  as  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  with  such  interest 
thereon  as  the  party  would  have  be^i  entitled  to  if  a  final  settlement  certifi- 
cate had  been  issued  for  the  amoimt  of  his  commutation,  and  the  same 
had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  by  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven 
hqndred  and  ninety,  providing  for  the  funding  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  ;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for 
life  ;  to  be  paid  out  oi  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved  July  14,^1832. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed,  in  adjusting  and  settling  the 
aoeount  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer,  for  the  commutation  granted 
them  as  children  and  heirs  at  law  of  the  late  Colonel  Robert  Han- 
son Hanrison,  to  allow  and  pay  to  them  such  sum,  as  interest,  as  would 
have  aocrued  on  mmh  OMimutatioD^  aiecording  to  the  regulations  pre* 
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An  Act  fpr  the  relief  of  the  heira  of  John  Wilson,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fycy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  find 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  heirs  of  John  Wilson,  de- 
ceased, a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  slain  in  the  battle 
of  the  Eutaw  Springs,  the  sfeven  years'  half  pay  allowed  by  the  resolution 
of  Congress  passed  August  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  seven  himdred 
and  eighty  ;  together  with  such  interest  thereon  as  would  now  be  due  if 
a  certificate  for  said  seven  years'  half  pay  had  been  issued  and  subscribed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  fimding  act,  and  no  payment  made  tfiereon. 

Approved  February  27, 1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Mortimer  Banon. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  proper  accounting  oflBcers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  pay  to  Ann  Mortimer  Bar- 
ron, only  daughter  and  surviving  heir  of  William  Barron,  an  officer  in  the 
navy,  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  half  pay  of  a  ^t  lieutenant  of  a  frigate, 
for  seven  years,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasuiy  not  other- 
wise appropriated :  Provided,  That  the  said  Aim  Mortimer  Barron,  be- 
fore the  payment  thereof,  do  exhibit  such  proof  to  the  Secretory  of  the 
Treasury  as  will  satisfy  him  that  she  is  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  the 
said  William  Barron. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Aot  for  the  relief  of  M st^gorei  Riktr. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamiry  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  auliiorized  and  required  to  pay  to  Margaret  Riker,  tfie  widow 
of  Abraham  Riker,  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  who  died  in 
service,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  seventeen  hundred  and  serenty^eight, 
seven  years*  half  pay  of  a  captain  of  the  second  regiment  of  New  York  on 
continental  establishment. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  ion  t|ie  relief  of  Fnmcik  a«d  Juditl^  Tftfior^ 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  Secretary  df  the  Treamry  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  pay,  oul^of  aiiy  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otfierwise  appropriated,  to  Francis  and  Juditfi  Taytor,  the 
latter  being  the  child  and  sole  representative  of  Henry  Fields  (formeriy  a 
lieutenant  in  the  continental  line  of  the  revolutionary  army,  and  who  died 
while  in  the  service,)  a  sum  equal  to  the  half  pay  of  said  Field  as  lieut^- 
ant  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress 
>of  twenty-fourth  of  August,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 
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Ad  Akt  fi)r  the  refUfof  th6  Itgal  representatives  of  Lucy  Bond,  Hannah  Dionglaes,  ErizabetK 
GoocfwiQ,  and  Mar^ret  Leitch. 

Sec  1.  Beitenaetedy  i^^.,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  ahy  money  in  the 
Treasory  not  otherwise  apptopriated,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
late  Lucy  Bond^  widow  of  the  late  William  Bondj  a  colonel  in  the  army 
of  the  Rervolution^  who  died  in  service  on  the  thirty-first  of  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  seventynsix ;  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late 
Hannah  Douglas,  widow  of  the  late  William  Douglas,  also  a  colonel  in 
said  army,  who  died  in  service  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  seventeen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven ;  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late  Mar- 
garet Leitch,  wi*>w  of  the  la;te  Major  Andrew  Leitch,  a  major  in  the  army 
of  the  Revolution,  who  died  in  service  the  fifteenth  of  September,  seventeen 
hundred  and  seventy-six  ;  and  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Eliaabeth 
Goodwin,  widow  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Goodwin,  a  captain  in  the  army  of 
the  Revolution,  who  died  in  service  on  the  first  of  May,  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  the  seven  years*  half  pay  of  said  officers,  respectively, 
to  whidi  dieir  widows  axA  children  were  entitled  by  the  resolution  of 
(kmgreas  of  twenty-fourth  of  August,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 

Ap];»x>vecl  June  30, 1834* 


An  Aot  fdf  the  relief  o(  the  legal  repreeentatives  of  John  M.  Gregory. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  ^c.y  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  autfiorized  and  directed  to  pav,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
1  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
I  M.  Gregory,  sole  heir  of  John  Gregory,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  army 
[  of  the  Revolution,  and  slain  in  the-service,  the  seven  years'  half  pay  allowed 
to  the  widows  or  oipbsui  diildren  of.  sndk  officers  as  should  die  in  the  ser- 
I    vice,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  passed  August  twenty-four,  seventeen  hun- 

.dredand  eighty. 
^  i     Approved  June  30,  1834. 

i 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatiyes  of  Francis  Naah. 

^  Sec  I.  Be  a  enaetedy  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
^^  Treasory  Depaitment  bey  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  ascertain  and 
lUow  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Nash,  late  a  brigadier  general 
*a  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  the  amount  of  seven  years'  half  pay,  at  a 
Tite  corresponding  with  the  pay  lo  which  the  said  Nash  was  entitled  at 
^\e  time  of  his  death;  and  that  the  said  amount,  when  so  ascertained,  shall 
^  paid  to  the  said  representatives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
^Herwise  appropriate 
'Approved  June  30, 1834. 


(  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Haggard,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sekj  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyCj  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treaty  be  required  to  pay  to  Nancy  Haggard,  only  daughter  and  sur- 
viving heir  of  William  Grymes,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  line  on 
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4he  continental  establishment  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  said  war^  the  aggregate 
amount  of  half  pay  of  a  captain  of  injEsintry  for  seven  years,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated:  Provided^ 
That  the  said  Nancy  Haggard,  before  the  payment  thereof,  do  exhibit 
such  proof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  will  satisfy  him  that  she  is 
the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  said  William  6r3rme8. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  suih  of  money  allowed  to 
the  representative  of  Robert  Jouett,  deceased,  by  the  act  passed  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Robert  Jouett,  deceased,"  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  Sutherland,  and  Rebecca  hia  wife,  formerly  Rebecca  Parkenoc. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c..  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  shall 
ascertain  the  amount  due  to  the  said  Rebecca,  the  only  child  of  James 
Parkerson,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  line  during  the  revo- 
lutionary wai:,  and  who  died  in  the  service,  for  the  seven  years*  half  pay 
of  a  lieutenant,  promised  by  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  and,  when  ascertained,  that  they  pay  said  sum  to  the  said  James 
Sutherland,  and  Rebecca  his  wife,  in  full  compensation  for  said  seven 
years'  half  pay,  as  promised  by  said  resolution. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  found  to  be  due  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated* 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 

iKn  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreeentatiTesof  Joeeph  Hazlet  and  Jemima  Manro,  surrivtog 
children  of  Colonel  John  Hazlet,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  ascertair 
what  will  be  the  amount  of  seven  years'  half  pay  due  to  the  children  o: 
the  said  Colonel  John  Hazlet,  deceased.  i 

Sec.  2.  Jtnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  accounting  officers  do  pa*^ 
whatever  sum  may  be  foimd  to  be  due  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Jcj 
vaeph  Hazlet  and  of  Jemima  Mauro,the  two  surviving  children  of  tfaesai 
Colonel  John  Hazlet,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  n« 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2,  1836. 


id  tor  tne  reiiet  ot  tne  neirs  of  james  ixioore. 

ed,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  *J 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  ascertain  ^^ 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Moore. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enact ed^ 

Treasury  Department  ^^ ^  ^, 

allow  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Swan  and  Mrs.  Mary  Waters,  the  only  surv|j^^"^ 
diiildren  of  James  Moore,  late  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  theR^^' 
olution,  the  amoimt  of  seven  years'  half  pay,  at  a  rate  correspondiiU  w^* 
the  pay  to  which  the  said  Moore  was  entitled  at  the  tune  of  his.aeath; 
and  that  the  said  amoimt,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be  paid  to  ttie  said 
Sarah  Swan  and  Mary  Waters,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaaory  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Special  Acts  of  Congress  allowing  Claims  for  the  Commutation  of  the 

Half  P^y  for  Life, 

(Extract)    An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persona. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Psmnil, 
a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  deranged 
officer,  upon  the  principles  of  the  act  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  third  of 
October,  1780,  and  to  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half  pay 
for  life  of  a  lieutenant  colonel ;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  grant  a  certificate  fo'r  the  amount  of  the 
balance  due  to  him.  That  the  said  Comptroller  adjust  the  account  of 
Thomas  Mclntire,  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war,  and  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half  pay  for  life  of 
a  captain ;  and  that  the  said  Register  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amoimt 
thereof  accordingly. 

Approved  March  27,  1792. 


An  Act  to  anthorize  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  Lewis  Dubois,  for  his  services  in  the  late 

army  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  1.  Jffe  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Trefiwury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  adjust  the  accounts  of' 
Lewis  Dubois,  as  a  colonel  deranged  in  the  Une  of  the  late  army  of  the 

•  United  States,  upon  the  principles  of  the  act  of  the  late  Congress,  of  the 

*  third  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  to  allow 
Aim  the  usual  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  of  a  colonel ;  and  that  the 
A^^r  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  grant  a  certifi* 

^cate  for  the  amount  of  the  balance  due  to  him. 
jt    Approved  June  4,  1794. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Turner. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  4'C.,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  account  of  Philip  Turner,  late  hospital  physician  and  sui^eon,  and 
that  they  allow  him  the  commutation  equal  to  the  half  pay  of  a  captain, 
agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  :  Provided^  The 
said  Philip  Turner,  on  the  receipt  of  the  money  directed  to  be  paid  him 
hy  tliis  act,  shall  execute,  in  consideration  diereof,  a  discharge  to  the 
United  States  of  all  demands  whatsoever,  and  deposite  the  same  in  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

Approved  April  ae,  1808. 
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An  Act  for  the  reliefof  Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representatiTeof  ColonelJohnDuricee,  deceased* 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  settle 
the  account  of  Colonel  John  Durkee,  deceased,  and  to  allow  Anna  Young, 
his  sole  heiress  and  representative,  his  seven  years'  half  pay,  and  interest 
thereon,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated* 

Approved  July  1,  1812. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted j  4*c.,  That  the  proper  accouatiBg  officers  of  the 
Treasiuy  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Eliza- 
beth Hamilton,  widow  and  representative  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  deceas- 
ed, and  to  allow  her  five  years'  full  pay  for  the  services  of  her  deceased 
huisband,  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  revolutionary  war ;  which  five 
years'  fiUl  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life  ;  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  April  29,  1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Garden. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc..  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Aiex* 
ander  Garden,  and  to  allow  him  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
revolutionary  war ;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his 
half  pay  for  life ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  others- 
wise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  23,  1828. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Caleb  Stark. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc,y  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  pay  to  Caleb  Stark,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of  his  commutation  fi>r  half  pay 
as  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  on  the  continental  estab- 
lishment during  the  revolutionary  war  :  Provided^  That  no  interest  shall 
be  allowed  on  such  commutation. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  issue  to 
the  said  Caleb  Stark  a  warrant  for  the  land  bounty  to  which  he  waa 
entitled  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  said  army. 

Approved  May  24,  1828. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Slaughter. 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted^  fyc,,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account 
of  Philip  Slaughter,  and  to  allow  himifive  years'  full  pay  foi  his  servioee 
as  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  (withoui  interest,)  which  fire  years' 


full  pay  is  the  commutatkm  <tf  fais  half  pay  for  life ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap^opriated :  Provided^  That  the 
acceptance,  by  the  said  Slaughter,  of  the  grant  herein  made,  sludl  be  in 
lieu  of  anv  daim  he  may  have  under  the  provisions  of  a  bill  passed  at  this 
4aession  oi  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  tfxe  relief  of  the  surviving  oflScers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution." 
Approved  May  26,  1828. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Mountjoy  Bayly. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacfedy  Src,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
pay  to  Mountjoy  Bayly  his  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  cap- 
tain  in  the  Maryland  line,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution :  Pr&videdy  He 
whaXi  satisfy  the  mid  Secretary  that  he  was  entitled  to  said  commutation, 
and  never  received  it  from  the  United  States. 

Approved  May  26, 1S30. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  Bamett 

Sec,  1.  Be  it  enacted j  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  James 
Bamett,  a  Ueutenant  of  infantry  in  the  continental  line  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  to  allow  to  him  five  years*  full  pay  for  his  services  in  said 
war,  as  a  lieuteoiant  as  aforesaid^  it  being  the  commutation  for  his  half 
pay  for  life  ;  and  that  it  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  xiot 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  %^y  1630. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  £>iston  and  Dorothy  Storer,  children  and  heirs  at  law.  of  lieu- 
teoant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  S^Cj  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  adjust  and  settle  the  ac- 
count of  Sarah  Eiaston  and  Dorothy  Storer,  children  and  heirs  at  law  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  and  pay  to  them  fiv^  years* 
fuU  pay,  being  the  commutation  for  half  pay  for  life,  due  to  their  said 
&ther  in  his  lifetime,  for  services  by  him  rendered  to  the  United  States  in 
their  army,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  on  the 
continental  establishment ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  .And  be  it  further  enact ed.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized,  directed,  and  required  to  issue  to  said  Sarah  and 
Dorothy,  and  in  their  names,  a  land  warrant  for  four  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  military  bounty  land,  as  and  for  the  lands  to  which  the  said 
Robert  Hanson  Harrison  was,  while  in  full  life,  entitled,  for  and  on  account 
of  the  services  by  him  so  as  aforesaid  rendered  ;  and  that  the  same  may 
be  located  on  any  vacant  or  unlocated  lands  heretofore  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  said  purposes. 

Approved  May  29, 1830. 
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Ab  Act  Inr  the  relief  of  Wflliate  Priee. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Wil- 
liam Price,  and  to  allow  him  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half 
pay  for  life ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved  May  29, 1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  BlackwelL 

Sec.  1.  Se  it  enacted^  fyc,  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  required  to  settle  and- 
adjust  the  account  of  Thomas  Bkckwell,  a  captain  of  the  army  of  the- 
Revolution,  and  allow  to  him  five  years'  full  pay,  which  five  years'  full 
pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  29,  1830. 


An  Act  to  repeal  the  proviso  in  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Slaug;hter,  passed  twenty-eixth  of 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  so  much  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
Philip  Slaughter,  passed  twenty-sixth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  as  provides  "  that  the  acceptance  by  the  said  Slaughter  of 
the  grant  herein  made  shall  be  in  lieu  of  any  claim  he  may  have  imder 
the  provisions  of  a  bill  passed  at  this  session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An 
act  for  the  reUef  of  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,'  '* 
be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  May  29, 1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Tawters. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
count of  the  heirs  of  William  Vawters,  and  allow  to  them  five  years'  full 
pay  for  their  father's  services  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  with  such  interest  thereon  as  the  party  would  have  been  entitled  to 
if  a  final  settlement  certificate  had  been  issued  for  the  amount  of  his  com- 
mutation, and  the  same  had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  by  the 
act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  providing  for  the  funding 
of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;  which  five  years'  fiill  pay  is  the  com- 
mution  of  his  half  pay  for  life  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  25,  1832. 
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Ab  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Roberta,  late  mejor  of  in&ntry  in  the  war  of  the  Resolution.' 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  Major  John  Roberts,  of  the 
Vii^inia  Une  on  continental  establishment,  and  aUow  him  five- years'  full 
pay  as  major  of  infantry,  in  commutation  of  the  half  pay  for  life  prom- 
ised by  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  with  such  interest  thereon  as  the 
party  would  hare  been  entitled  to  if  a  final  settlement  certificate  had  been 
issued  for  the  amount  of  his  coilftnutation,  and  the  same  had  been  sub- 
scribed  to  the  loan  created  by  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and 
ninety,  providing  for  the  funding  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  him  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise  appropriated  by  law. 

Approved  May  25, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatiyee  of  Reginald  alias  Reynold  Hillary. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  pay  to  Eliza- 
beth Magruder,  the  legal  representative  of  Reginald  alias  Raynold  Hil- 
lary, five  years'  full  pay,  it  being  the  commutation  for  half  pay  for  life 
due  to  said  Hillary  in  his  lifetime,  (for  services  rendered  during  the  Rev- 
olution in  the  first  regiment  of  Maryland  troops,)  and  so  much  interest 
diereon  as  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  thereon  by  the  principles  of 
the  '<  funding  act,"  had  a  certificate  issued  for  such  commutation  at  the 
dose  of  the  war,  and  all  dividends  thereon  were  now  remaining  unpaid; 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  May  25,  1882. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Ann  D.  Baylor. 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  directed  to  pay  Ann  D.  Baylor,  as  trustee  for  the  heirs  and  distrib- 
utees of  John  Walker  Baylor,  deceased,  who  was  only  son  and  heir  at  law 
of  the  late  Colonel  George  Baylor,  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  together  with  such  interest  as  would 
have  accrued  on  said  five  years'  full  pay,  if  a  certificate  for  that  amount 
had  been  issued  by  the  United  States  on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  said  certificate,  with  its  accruing 
interest,  had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States  under  the 
act  entitled  ^^  An  act  making  provusdon  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,^ 
passed  August  fourth,  seventeen  hundred  and  mnety;  making  up  the 
account,  and  settling  and  pajring  the  same,  in  all  respects,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  so  subscribed,  and  was  now  outstanding  and  unpaid ;  and  that 
^  same  be  paid. to  the  said  Aim  D.  Baylor,  trustee  as  aforesaid,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  law. 

Approved  May  2S,  1832. 
13 
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An  Act  fi>ciho rtlitf  of  (h«  Mrtaad  tmitury  U^ft^Um  oT  Wttiam  CaftH!,  late  of  tbefilKleor 

Virginia,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account 
of  William  Carter,  (now  deceased,)  and  to  allow  to  his  heurs  or  residuary 
legatees  five  years^  full  pay  for  his  services  as  surgeon  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  conmmtation  of  his  half  pay  for  life ; 
together  with  sudi  interest  as  would  have  accrued  on  the  said  five  years' 
full  pay  if  a  certificate  for  that  amount  had  been  issued  by  the  United 
States  and  funded  under  the  ^^act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  the  fourth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved  May  25,  1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  £dmund  Brooke. 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officeisof  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  audiorixed,  empowered,  and  required  to 
settle  the  account  of  Edmiund  Krooke,  late  a  Ueutenant  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  in  die  revolutionary  war  on  continental  establishment,  ami 
allow  to  him  five  years'  full  pay,  that  being  the  commutation  for  half  pay 
for  life  due  to  him  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in  consideration  of  his  services 
therein ;  together  with  such  interest  as  would  have  accrued  on  the  said  five 
years'  full  pay  if  acertificate  for  that  amount  had  been  issued  by  the  United 
States  on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty^^hree^ 
and  the  said  certificate,  with  its  accruing  interest,  had  been  subscribed  to 
the  loan  of  the  United  States  under  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,"  passed  August  fourth,  seventeen 
himdred  and  ninety ;  maldng  up  the  account,  and  settling  and  paying  the 
same,  in  all  respects  as  if  the  same  had  been  so  subscribed  and  was  now 
outstanding  and  unpaid  ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  the  said  Edmund 
Brooke  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  by 
law. 

Approved  May  25, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Dr.  Samuel  J.  Axsoo,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  Src*,  That  the  proper  accounting  ofl^jers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  atlithorized  and  directed  to  pay,  o«t  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  ott^rwise  appropriated,  to  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Doctor  Samuel  J.  Axson,  five  years'  full  pay  as  a 
surgeon  in  the  revohitionary  war;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  tfie  com* 
mutation  of  half  pay  for  life ;  together  with  suoh  interest  thereon  as  would 
now  be  due*  if  a  certificate  for  such  commutation  had  been  issued  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  subscribed  under  the  principles  of  the  funding  act, 
and  all  dividends  thereon  were  now  remaining  in  the  Treasury  unpaid. 

Approved  June  15,  1832. 


Ah  Act  for  the  raliefaf  John  KoishL 

Sec,  1.  Be  it  enacted^  4"^.,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  Ihe 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  John 
Kniglit,  and  to  alloi^  him  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the 
revolutionary  war ;  which  five  years^  fiill  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his 
half  pay  for  life ;  together  with  such  interest  thereon  as  would  now  be  due 
if  a  certificate  for  such  commutation  had  been  issued  and  subscribed  under 
the  principles  of  the  funding  act,  and  -no  payments  made  thereon ;  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  Jime  15, 1832. 


An  Aci  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Jacobs. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  pay  to  John  J.  Jacobs,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of  his  commutation  for 
half  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  on  the  con^ 
tiaental  ertabUshinent,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  with  such  interest 
thereon  as  that  the  prmdpal  and  interest  will  amount  to  the  sum  to  which 
the  said  John  J.  Jacobs  would  have  been  entitled  if  a  final  settlement  cer- 
tificate had  been  issued  fi>r  his  said  commutaticm,  and  the  same  had  been 
by  him  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  for  funding  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  by  the  acts  of  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety  :  Provided^  TTiat  any 
sum  found  due  by  him  to  the  Uni^  States  be  first  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  said  commutation. 

Approved  July  14,  1830. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  ihe  heirs  of  Thomas  DavenporU 

Sec.  1.  ^e  ^  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
IVeasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
count of  Ihe  heizB  of  Thomas  Davenport,  and  allow  to  them  five  years'  fuU 
pay  for  his  services  as  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  with  such  interest 
thereon  as  the  party  would  have  be^i  entitled  to  if  a  final  settlement  certifi- 
cate had  been  iseaed  fiir  the  amount  of  his  commutation,  and  the  same 
had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  by  the  act  of  one  thousand  seven 
hqndred  and  ninety,  providing  for  the  funding  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  ;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for 
life  ;  to  be  paid  out  (rf  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved  July  14,^1832. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed,  in  adjusting  and  settling  tfie 
aceoimt  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer,  for  the  commutation  granted 
tbem  as  children  and  heirs  at  law  of  the  lale  Colonel  Robert  Han* 
son  Hajcrison,  to  allow  and  pay  to  them  such  sum,  as  interest,  as  would 
have  aocnted  on  imefaL  oM»mu(atioi2^  aecording  to  the  regulations  pre* 
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scribed  for  funding  and  paying  the  domestic  debt,  had  a,  certificate  for 
such  commutation  been  issued  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  Veen  in  due 
time  subscribed  to  said  fund,  and  certificates  of  stock  for  die  same  regularly ' 
issued  therefor,  and  all  dividends  thereon  were  now  remaining  in  the: 
Treasury  unpaid ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  14, 1832. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  adininittrAtor  of  the  kte  Colonel  John  Thornton,  deceMed. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  settle,  adjust,  and  pay  over  to  his  administrator,  the  account 
of  the  late  Colonel  John  Thornton,  deceased,  for  five  years'  full  pay,  in 
conunutation  of,  the  half  pay  for  life  promised  by  the  resolve  of  Congress 
to  the  officers  of  the  contmental  line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  together 
with  such  interest  thereon  as  would  now  be  due  if  a  certificate  for  such 
commutation  had  been  issued  and  subscribed  imder  the  principles  of  the 
funding  act,  and  no  payment  made  thereon  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  And  the  said  administrator 
shall  pay  to  the  widow  of  the  said  Thornton  one-fourth  part  of  the  money 
payable  under  this  act,  and  the  remainder  he  shall  pay  over,  or  distribute 
among  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia. 

Approved  February  9,  1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomas  and  Peter  Fotter. 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted, fyc.yThB,t  tfie  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasmy  do  settle  the  account  of  John  Thomas,  and  allow  him  five  years' 
full  pay  as  a  captain  of  infantry  in  the  revolutionary  army,  in  the  Virginia 
line  on  continental  establishment,  with  such  interest  thereon  as  would 
have  been  payable  to  the  said  John  Thomas  if  a  certificate  had  been 
given  him  for  the  amoimt  of  said  commutation,  and  the  same  had  by  him 
been  subscribed  to  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  same  accounting  officers 
do  settle  the  account  of  Peter  Foster,  a  lieutenant  of  infantry  of  die  revo- 
lutionary army,  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  allow  him  five  years'  full  pay 
as  such  lieutenant,  with  such  interest  thereon  as  is  directed  in  the  fore- 
going section  to  be  allowed  to  John  Thomas;  and  that  the  said  several 
sums  of  money  and  interest  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasiuy 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  March  %,  1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Isaac  Ledyard,  daceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  allow  the 
heirs  of  Doctor  Isaac  Ledyard  the  five  years^  full  pay  of  a  surgeon,  being 
the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  of  said  Ledyard,  as  assistant  pur- 
veyor of  the  hospital  department  of  the  revohitioiiary  anny,  together 
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with  the  interest  thereon  which  would  now  be  due  had  a  certificate  for 
that  amount  been  issued  by  the  United  States^  and  subscribed  under  the 
*^  Act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States/'  passed  the 
foiuth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety;  and  that  the 
same  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

PSec.  2.  •Snd  be  ii  further  enactedy  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  revise 
the  settlement  of  the  account  of  Doctor  Isaac  Ledyard,  assistant  deputy 
director  of  the  hospital  department  in  the  revolutionary  army,  made  by 
Benjamin  Walker,  commissioner  of  accounts  of  the  hospital,  clothing,  and 
marine  department  of  said  army,  and  to  allow  to  the  heirs  of  said  Doctor 
Ledyard  tfie  compensation  fixed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  Febru- 
ary the  sixth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  as  specie, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  said  Benjamin  Walker,  made  to  Congress 
on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
six,  which  is  of  record  in  the  report-book  kept  by  said  Walker,  and  filed 
in  the  oflSce  of  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury;  and  that,  on  said  set- 
tlement, if  any  balance  is  found  due  from  the  United  States,  the  same  be 
paid,  with  the  interest  now  due,  to  the  heirs  of  said  Doctor  Isaac  Led- 
yard, as  though  a  certificate  had  been  regularly  issued  therefor  at  the 
time  it  was  due,  and  the  same  had  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  created  by 
the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  providing  for  the 
funding  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved  March  2,  1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  TripleL 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  settle  the  account  of  Thomas  Triplet,  (a  captain  of  infantrv 
in  the  revolutionary  army,)  and  allow  him  five  years*  full  pay  as  such 
captain,  with  such  interest  as  would  have  become  due  thereon  had  a  cer- 
tincate  for  the  same  been  duly  issued,  and  afterwards,  in  due  time,  sub- 
scribed to  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  same  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  March  2,  1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreeentatires  of  John  Peter  Waynan,  deceaaed.' 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted j  fyc.y  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adiust  the  ac- 
count of  John  Peter  Waynan,  deceased,  and  to  allow  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives five  years*  full  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  commutation  of  the  half  pay  for  life  promised  by  the  resolves  of 
Congress  to  the  officers  of  the  continental  line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, together  with  such  interest  thereon  as  would  now  be  due  if  a  certifi- 
cate for  such  commutation  had  been  issued  and  subscribed  under  the 
principles  of  the  funding  act,  and  no  payments  made  thereon ;  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated* 

Approved  March  2, 1833. 
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An  Aet  in  aid  of  an  aot  eiUitM  "  An  act  for  tbe^  relief  of  Jaknea  BaraatL** 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  James  Bamett  such  in- 
terest on  his  commutation  provided  for  in  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  said 
James  Bamett,'^  as  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  if  said  com- 
mutation had  been  subscribed  to  the  loaij  provided  for  by  the  several  acts 
of  Congress  establishing  the  funding  system,  and  the  interest  and  princi- 
pal had  been  paid  imder  the  several  provisions  of  the  said  acts;  and  that 
the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved  March  2,  1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  Gibbon  and  Sarah  Price,  widow  of  William  Price,  and  Philip 

Slaughter. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enact edy  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  settle  and 
adjust  tlie  account  of  James  Gibbon,  a  captain  of  the  army  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  allow  to  him  five  years'  full  pay,  which  five  years*  full  pay  is 
the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life  ;  with  such  interest  thereon  as 
would  have  been  payable  to  the  said  James  Gibbon  if  a  certificate  had 
been  given  him  for  the  amount  of  said  conmiutation,  and  the  same  had 
by  him  been  subscribed  to  the  fimded  debt  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  j  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department  do  also  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  Wil- 
liam Price,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  Yirginia  line  on  continental  establish- 
ment, and  pay  to  his  widow,  Sarah  Price,  whatever  sum  of  money  would 
have  accrued  and  been  payable  to  him  as  interest  and  dividends  thereon, 
had  he,  the  said  Price,  received  a  certificate  for  the  amoimt  of  five  years' 
foil  pay  as  a  lieutenant  of  infantry,  (according  to  the  resolves  of  Congress 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,)  and  had  sub- 
scribed the  said  certificate  to  the  public  debt,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  fowtth  and  fifth  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety;  which  sum  of  money  so  found  to  be 
due  as  interest  on  dividends,  and  no  more,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  mmiey 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  Philip  Slaiigbter,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  interest  upou  the  oommutation 
of  half  pay  heretofore  allowed  ninu 

Approved  March  2, 1833. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  VHiitaker. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Ephraim  Whit- 
aker,  five  yesirs'  full  pay  as  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which 
five  years'  full  pay  is  the  conmiutation  of  half  pay  for  life. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 
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An  Act  for  the  relUf  of  (he  le^al  representatiTeff  of  Gkorge  Hurlbut,  deceased. 

Sec  1.  Beii  enaded,  4^*,  That  the  proper  accotrnting  officers  of  the 
lYeasury  do  settle  the  aeoount  of  Captain  George  Hurlbut,  a  captain  of 
the  tevoltttioQary  army,  in  Colonel  Sheldon's  regiment  of  dragoons,  of  the 
continental  line,  arid  allow  him  five  years'  full  pay  of  a  captain  of  dragoons, 
as  a  conmiutation  for  the  half  pay  for  life  which^  by  the  resolve  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty.  Congress  engaged  to  pay  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  revolutionary  army  who  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Sec,  2.  Jind  be  itjiirther  enacted,  That  the  sum  so  foimd  due  be  paid 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  George  Hurlbut^  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  c^f^propriated. 

Approved  June  30, 1834* 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Torrey,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enactedyfycy  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  settle  the  account  of  Joseph  Torrey,  a  major  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  in  Colonel  Hazen's  regiment  of  the  revolutionary  army,  and 
allow  hsa  five  years'  full  pay  of  a  major,  as  a  commutation  for  the  half  pay 
for  life  which,  by  the  resolve  of  October  twenty-one,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty,  Congress  engaged  to  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  revduticmary 
army  who  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war* 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  so  found  due  be  paid 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Joseph  Toirey,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re|Nresentatiyes  of  John  Taylor,  deceased. 

Sec  I.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of 
aii|i  ii»Dey  in  the  Tveasory  ndt  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  heirs  and 
legcd  zepreaentatiFeB  of  Jcdm  Taylor,  deoeased,  five  years'  full  pay  as  a 
Ueutaoant  of  infimtry  in  the  revdutionary  war;  wMc^  five  years'  full  pay 
is  the  cc^mttmtation  ol  hotf  p«y  for  life» 

AffOBOifei  June  30^'  IBS4. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatiyet  of  William  Teas,  deceased. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  maettdy.^4,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of 
any  money  in  Ae  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  William  Teas,  deceased,  five  years'  full  pay  as  a 
comet  of  horse  in  the  revolutionary  war ;  which  five  years'  foil  pay  is  the 
coimmitation  of  half  pay  for  life. 

Approved,  June  30, 1834. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Bfinor. 


Sec.  I.  Be  it  etuictedj  ^c,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Thomas  Minor,  fire  years'  full 
pay  for  the  services  of  the  said  Minor  as  a  captain  in  the  war  of  the  Reyo- 
lution. 

Approved  June  30,  1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatires  of  Captain  James  Ccaine. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated  by  law,  to  pay  to  Edwin  C.  Brown  and  Maria  Brown,  (the 
latter  being  the  only  child  and  heir  of  Captain  ^  James  Craine,  deceased,) 
the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay  of  a  captain  of  infantry  in  the  revolu- 
tionary army  of  the  United  States. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatiyes  of  BuUer  Claiborne,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Trestsury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  BuUer 
Claiborne,  deceased,  and  allow  to  his  legal  representatives  five  years'  full 
pay  as  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  continental  estab- 
lishment; which  five  years  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay 
for  life;  to  be  paid  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Buller  Claiborne, 
deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatites  of  Eyerard  Meade,  deeeased: 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting'  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  tiie  account  of  Eve- 
rard  Meade,  deceased,  and  to  allow  his  legal  representatives  five  years' 
full  pay  as  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establish- 
ment ;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  &nr 
life ;  to  be  paid  to  the  said  legal  representatives  of  Everard  Meade,  de- 
ceased, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  Jime  30,  1834. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Lientenant  Robert  VTibnot. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  Robert  Wilmot,  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the  revolutionary  war,  on  the  con- 
tinental establishment,  five  years'  full  pay,  that  being  the  commutation  of 
the  half  pay  for  life  promised  by  the  resolves  of  Congress ;  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 
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An  Act  fbr  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Enne  Granniss,  deceased; 

Sec.  1.  Be  a  enacted,  ^c.,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account 
of  Enos  Granniss,  deceased,  and  to  aUow  to  his  legal  representatives  five 
years'  full  pay  as  a  Heutenant  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  m  commu- 
tation of  the  half  pay  for  life  promised  by  the  resolves  of  Congress  to  the 
officers  of  the  continental  line  who  should  continue  in  service  to  the  close 
of  the  war,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  die  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved  June  30,  1834. 


An  Aot  fbr  tie  relitf  of  John  Emeraon. 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enactedy  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  fliey  are  hereby,  reqnirea  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
count of  John  Emerson,  and  allow  Mm  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  lieutenant 
of  infantry  of  the  revolutionary  army  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental 
estabHshment ;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half 
pay  for  life  ;  to  be  paid  but  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  for  ftue  rc^f  of  the  widow  ind  heirs  of  Captain  WiHiiim  Hoyall,  deceaaed. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  cause  to  be 

Sid  to  Anne  Royall,  the  widow,  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  William 
yall,  five  years'  full  pay,  as  a  captain  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  the 
continental  establishment,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  in  lieu  erf  half 
pay  for  the  life  of  said  William, 

Sec.  2.  jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  amount  of  five  years' 
full  pay  shall  be  paid  to  said  ^idow  and  heu^,  in  such  proportions  as  will 
conform  to  the  laws  of  Virginia,  for  the  distribution  of  the  personal  estate 
of  persons  dying  intestate  ;  and  that  said  payments  be  made  out  of  any 
money  m  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 


An  Act  for  the  rdief  of  ^e  heira  of  Thomaa  Wallace,  deceaaed. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  t^c,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  Of  tlidr 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Thomas 
Wallace,  deceased,  and  allow  to  his  heirs  five  years'  full  pay,  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  eighth  Virginia  regiment  oa  continental  establishment ;  which 
five  years'  full  pay  is  the  conunutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life  ;  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  heirs  of  Thooias  Wallace,  deceased,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  June  30, 1834. 
14 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  repretentAtiyet  of  RobeK  Jouett,  deoeaMd. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enact ed^  fycy  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  do  settle  the  claim  of  James  W.  Bouldin,  representative  of  Rob- 
ert Jouett,  deceased,  a  lieutenant  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  continental  estab- 
lishment in  the  revolutionary  army,  and  to  allow  him  five  years*  full  pay 
of  a  lieutenant  of  infantry  of  said  line. 

Approved  May  20,  1836. 


|An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repretentativet  of  Doctor  Absalom  Baird. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted j  fyc.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  account  of  Doctor 
Absalom  Baird,  deceased,  as  a  surgeon  in  the  raiment  of  artificers  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  to  allow 
his  legal  representatives  compensation  equal  to  five  years*  full  pay  of  a 
captain  of  infantry  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  continental  es- 
tablishment, without  interest ;  which  five  years*  full  pay  is  the  commuta- 
tion for  his  halfpay  for  life;  to  be  paid  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
said  Absalom  Baird,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise^ 
appropriated. 

Approved  June  23, 1836. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  G^rge  Hurlbut,  deceased. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  ascertain  the  amoimt  that  would  have  been  payable  on  four  final 
settiement  certificates,  issued  twelfth  of  March,  seventeen  himdred  and 
eighty-four,  in  the  name  of  George  Hurlbut,  and  afterwards  recalled  and 
cancelled,  namely  :  number  thirty-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  for  one  thousand  dollars ;  number  thirty-five  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  for  one  thousand  dollars  -,  number  thirty-five  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  for  nine  himdred  and  fifty  dollars ;  number 
thirty-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  for  fifty  dollar^;  makings 
together,  three  thousand  dollars ;  as  if  the  said  certificates  had  not  been  re- 
called and  cancelled,  but  had  been  subscribed  to  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  act  of  August  fourth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety;  and 
that,  after  deducting  from  the  amount  so  ascertained,  tiie  smn  paid  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  said  Geoi^e  Hurlbut,  under  the  act  of  June  thir- 
teenth, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  for  their  relief,  the  balance  to  be 
paid  to  the  said  legal  representatives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  July  2, 1836. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatiTee  of  Thornton  Taylor,  deceased. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc,  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  settle  the  accoimt  of  Thom- 
ton  Taylor,  deceased,  and  allow  to  his  legal  representatives  five  years'  full 
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pay  as  an  ensign  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  without 
interest ;  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for 
life ;  to  be  paid  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Thornton  Taylor,  deceased, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved  July  2, 1836. 


Ab  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreeentatives  of  Captain  David  Hopkiiuu 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  fyc.^  That  the  proper  accoimting  officers  ascertain 
the  amoimt  of  five  years'  fidl  pay  of  a  captain  serving  to  the  end  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  on  continental  establishment,  and  pay  the  same,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  late  Captain  David  Hopkms,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the 
commutation  money  promised  by  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved  July  a,  1836. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


A  Compend  and  Synopsis  qftht  legislation  qf  Congressman  BevpluHon- 
ary  Claims^  showing  the  cases  in  which  Interest  has  been  allowedy  and 
in  which  it  has  not  been  allowed. 

OominM  ipom  th«  L«ws  of  ilie  Qaitod  SU(es  amI^  1^ 


rWTEEEST  ON  REVOLtJTIOirART  CLAIMS. 

'Bv  the  laws  or  resolutions  of  the  old  Congress,  interest  vtbls  aflorwcdtm 
an  claims,  and  to  all  creditors  of  tiiie  United  States,  from  the  time  the  pay- 
ment became  due.  There  are  a  great  nmnber  of  resolutions  of  Congress 
to  this  eflFect  Reference  is,  however,  particularly  made  to  that  of  Ae  3d 
June,  1784.     See  Journals  old  Congress,  vol.  4,  p.  443. 

In  respect  to  commutation  of  luilf  pay,  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
S3d  March,  1783,  provides  that  the  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  at 
the  end  of  the  war^  their  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  in 
money,  [that  was  specie,]  or  in  securities  on  interest,  as  Congress  should 
find  most  convenient.     See  Journals,  vol.  4,  p.  178. 

Congress,  in  all  cases,  preferred  issuing  certificates  on  interest 

By  the  ac  for  funding  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  passed  4th  August, 
1790,  (see  Laws  United  States,  vol.  2,  p.  123,)  in/erc*/ was  allowed  on  all 
certificates  which  might  be  subscribed  to  the  funding  system,  and  the  in- 
terest became  a  part  of  the  principal,  and  bore  an  interest  from  that  time 
forward  at  3  per  cent. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  23,  1792,  (L#aw8  United  States,  voL  2, 
p.  259,)  the  statutes  of  limitation  were  removed  for  two  years  firom  the 
claims  of  widows  and  orphans  to  seven  years'  half  pay.  On  all  the  claim* 
settled  at  the  Treasury  under  this  removal,  interest  was  allowed,  com- 
mencing at  seven  years  from  the  death  of  the  officer  ;  although  the  law  is 
silent  a^out  interest  See  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Marshall  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  act  of  27th  March,  1792,  (see  Laws,  vol.  2,  p.  261,)  the  statutes  of 
limitation  were  removed  for  two  years  from  all  claims  for  personal  service, 
and  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  settle  the  same  as  though  the  claims  had 
been  exhibited  and  settled  before  the  statutes  of  limitation  went  into 
operation ;  and  as  all  claims  settled  before  the  said  statutes  bore  interest j 
01  course  those  settled  under  this  law  also  bore  interest,  and  interest  was 
paid  accordingly  at  the  Treasury. 

By  act  of  March  26, 1790,  (Laws,  vol.  2,  p.  84,)  interest  is  directed  to 
be  paid  on  certain  small  loans  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

By  the  act  of  August  11,  1790,  certificates  of  registered  debt,  which 
bore  interest,  were  directed  to  be  issued  for  arrears  of  invalid  pensions. 

By  an  act  of  Mardi  3, 1804,  the  invalid  pensioners  of  South  Carolina 
were  transferred  to  the  United  States,  and  certificates  of  registered  debt, 
bearing  interest,  were  directed  to  issue  for  their  arrears  of  pension  from 
the  tune  they  were  enrolled  on  the  list  of  South  Carolina  -,  that  is^  f^ovti 
the  time  of  being  wounded  or  discharged. 
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Bjr  9ctof  10tli  February,  l{798i  (Laws,  voL  2i  p^  S30,)  certain  cbums 
are  barred^  if  not  pres^ftted  by  May  1, 1794  ;  and  those  which  should,  be 
piresented,  a<nd  were  deeoKd  yalid^  axe  to  be  settled  as  under  former  lanirs, 
all  of  wkieh  provide  for  the  aUowupce  of  interest .  Those  claims  not  al- 
lowed are  to  be  reported  to  Congress, 

By  an  act  of  Mbsty  31,  1794,  (Laws,  vol  2,  p.  411,)  interest  is  allowed 
on  balances  foimd  due  to  individual  States. 

By  aa  of  April  13,  18  is,  (Laws,  vol,  6,  p.  28d,)  the  statutes  of  liniita- 
tion,  barriqg  the  payment  of  loan  office  aad  other  certifioateeof  revolution- 
ary  debt,  were  suspended  ;  which  suspension  has  been  continued  by  suk* 
sequent  acts  to  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  (2d  of  the  24th) 
and  these  certificates  are  directed  to  be  paid,  when  produced  at  the  TreiMir 
ury,  with  six  per  cent  irUeresi  thereon. 

.  By  aot  of  5th  July,  1832,  the  half  pay  pronusedby  Virginia  to  her 
officers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  and  which  was  assumed  by  the  United 
States  at  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  was  directed  to  be  paid 
to  those  officers,  or  their  representatives,  with  interest  vpon  each  wair^s 
ha^pay,  from  the  tfane  the  same  became  due.  See  Laws  United  States, 
vol.  8,  p.  654. 

Tlje  claims  of  the  folbwmgHmmed  persons  have  been  provided  for' by 
special  acts  of  Congress ;  upon  whidi  interest  has  been  allowed,  either 
by  providing  for  the  settlement  of  their  claims  according  to  former  acts,  by 
the  issue  of  certificates  of  registered  debt,  (all  of  which  bore  interest,)  at  by 
specially  directing  the  payment  of  interest : 

Baron  de  Glaubeck,  September  29,  1789,  monthly  pay,  to  be  settled 
with  as  other  foreign  officers  who  received  certificates  bearing  interest, 
which  was  payable  in  Paris,  by  Orand  &  Co.    Vol.  2,  p.  75. 

Widow,  &c.,  of  Colonel  Roberts,  7  years^  half  pay,  March  27, 1792,  voL 
2>p.26L 

Widow,  &c.,  of  Captain  White,  7  years'  half  pay,  March  27, 1792^  vol 
2,  p.  281. 

Widow,  &fi.^  of  Colotiel  ElKott,  7  years'  half  pay,  March  27, 1792>  vol. 
2,  p.  261. 

Widow,  Ac,  of  Majoar  Wise,  7  years'  half  pay,  March  27, 1792,  voL 
2,  p.  261. 

Widow,  &c,  of  Major  Huger,  7  years'  half  pay,  March  27, 1792,  vol 
2,  p.  261. 

Widow,  &c.,  o£  Lieutenant  Bush,  7  years'  half  pay,  March  27, 1792, 
yoL  2,  p.  261. 

Widow,  fee,  of  Major  Motte,  7  years'  half  pay,  March  27, 1792,  vol. 
2,  p.  261. 

The  letter  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Marshall  ejqpressly 
says  interest  was  paid  on  these  caaes. 

Captain  Markley,  commutation,  August  11, 1790.  Laws,  vol.  2,  p.  183. 

Captain  Mclntire,  commutation,  March  27, 1792.  Laws,  vol.  2,  p.  261. 

Colonel  Paunill,  commutation,  Mdrch  27, 1792.  Laws,  vol  2,  p»  261. 

General  De  Haas,  accounts,  March  27, 1792.    Laws,  vol.  2,  p.  261. 

Doctor  Debevere,  accounts,  March  27, 1792.    Laws,  vol  2,  p.  261; 

Lieutenant  King,  accounts,  March  27, 1792.    Laws,  vol.  2,  p.  2<1. 

Sailingmaster  Sherman,  accounts,  March  27, 1792.  Laws,  voL  2,  p.  261. 

(See  letter  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Marshatt.) 
.  Lientenaskt  Bvewster,  money  adranoed,  August  li,  1790,    Laws,  vol 
2,  p.  183. 
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John  Sterens,  depreciation,  August  11, 1790.    Lawft,  vol.  2,  p.  183. 

James  Derrjr,  accounts,  August  11, 1790.    Laws,  toI.  2,  p.  188. 

Benjamin  Hardison,  accounts,  August  11,  .1790.    Laws,  yoL  2,  p.  183. 

Widow  of  General  Lord  Stirling,  7  years'  half  pay,  August  11, 1790, 
vol.  2,  p.  184. 

Child  of  Colonel  Laurens,  7  years'  half  pay,  August  11, 1790,  voL  2, 
p.  184. 

Oliver  Pollock,  commercial  agent,  December  23, 1791,  vol.  2,  p.  239. 

Oliver  Pollock,  commercial  agent,  further  allowance,  March  3,  1807, 
voL  4,  p.  99. 

General  Nathaniel  Greene,  as  surety  of  army  contractor,  April  27, 1792, 
vol.  2,  p.  278. 

Appropriation  to  pay  General  Greene,  vol  2,  p.  379. 

Further  allowance  as  surety  of  contractor,  June  1, 1796,  vol.  2,  p.  572. 

Col.  Meigs,  and       >  money  advanced  and  repaid;  this  act  was  7  vol.  2, 

Col.  Christ.  Greene,  J  fecial  for  the  interest,  Jan.  14, 1793.     J  p.  327. 

Appropriation  to  pay  this  interest,  vol.  2,  p.  374. 

General  St  Clair,  pay,  May  31, 1794,  vol.  2,  p.  411. 

Colonel  Dubois,  commutation,  Jime  4,  1794,  vol.  2,  p.  412. 

Angus  McLean,  services  and  pay,  February  27, 1795,  vol.  2,  p.  479. 

General  Kosciusko,  special  for  interest,  January  3, 1798,  vol.  3,  p.  25. 

Moses  White,  pav  as  aid-de-camp,  March  2,  1802,  vol.  3,  p.  543. 

Widow,  &c.  of  Thomas  Flinn,  guide,  &c.,  pay,  March  3, 1805,  vol.  3, 
p.  664. 

De  Beaumarchais,  supplies,  April  18, 1806,  vol.  4,  p.  48. 

Stephen  Sayre,  salary,  March  3,  1807,  vol.  4,  p.  100. 

Thomas  Barclay,  salary,  &c.,  April  18,  1808,  vol  4.  p.  165. 

Moses  Yoimg,  salary,  &c.,  April  25, 1810,  vol.  4,  p.  264. 

Colonel  Durkee*s  daughter,  7  years*  half  pay,  July  1, 1812,  vol.  4,  p.  461. 

John  Mumiy  \  ^^^^  ^®^  certificates,  February 25, 1813,  vol.  4,  p.  504. 
Samuel  Lapsley,  certificates,  March  3, 1813,  vol.  4,  p.  537. 
Joseph  Brevard,  certificate,  April  13,  1814,  voL  4,  p.  682. 
Mary  Rappleyea,  certificates,  February  2,  1815,  vol.  4,  p.  781. 
William  Arnold,  certificate,  February  2,  1815,  vol.  4,  p.  781. 
Alexander  Roxbury,  certificate,  April  26, 1816,  vol  6,  p.  97. 
John  Holkar,  certificates,  April  29,  1816,  vol.  6,  p.  137. 
John  Thompson,  special  for  interest  on  advance,  April  14,  1818,  vol. 
€,  p.  287. 
Nicholas  Vreeland,  certificates,  April  .5, 1820,  vol.  6,  p.  468. 
Samuel  B.  Beale,  certificates.  May  11,  1820,  vol.  6,  p.  510. 
Thomas  Leiper,  certificates,  May  15,  1820,  vol.  6,  p.  537. 
John  Guthrie,  certificates.  May  7,  1822,  vol.  7,  p.  63. 
John  Crute,  certificates,  May  7,  1822,  vol.  7,  p*  84. 
James  McClung,  certificates,  March  3,  1823,  vol.  7,  p.  195. 
Walter  S.  Chandler,  certificates^  March  3, 1825,  vol.  7,  p.  371. 
John  Grain,  certificates,  March  3, 1825,  vol.  7,  p.  414. 
Gteorge  Baylor,     1 

Le  Roy  Edwards,  >  balance  on  settlement.  May  20, 1826,  vol.  7,  p.  507. 
John  Eustace,        ) 

B,  J.  Van  Valkenburg,  indents  of  interest,  Mardi  3, 1827,  vol.  7,  p.  599. 
Charles  Yates,  executor,  special  for  interest,  May  29, 1830,  vok.  8,  p.  351. 
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Samuel  Ward,  special /or  interest,  May  31, 1830,  vol.  8,  p.  386. 

General  Hazen's  heirs,  special /or  interest,  March  3, 1831,  vol.  8,  p.  496. 

J.  and  J.  Pettigrew,  property  lost  in  Revolution,  July  14, 1832,  vol  8, 
p.  702. 

A.  McEnight,  property  lost  in  Revolution,  July  14, 1832,  vol  8,  p.  702. 

Colonel  Laurens's  heirs,  salary,  &c.,  July  14, 1832,  vol.  8,  p.  718. 

William  Price,  commutation,  special  /or  interest,  March  2, 1833,  vol. 
%  p.  860. 

Philip  Slaughter,  commutation,  special /or  interest,  March  2,  1833, 
vol.  8,  p.  861. 

James  Bamett,  commutation,  special /or  interest,  March  2, 1833,  voL 
-8,  p.  859. 

Colonel  Harrison's  heirs,  commutation,  special  /or  interest,  July  14, 
1832,  vol.  8,  p.  735. 

laentenant  Vawters,  commutation.  May  25, 1832,  vol.  8,  p.  562. 

Major  Roberts,  conunutation.  May  25,  1832,  vol.  8,  p.  563. 

Lieutenant  Hillary,  conunutation.  May  25,  1832,  vol.  8,  p.  564. 

Doctor  Carter,  commutation.  May  25,  1832,  vol.  8,  p.  564. 

Colonel  Baylor,  commutation,  May  25, 1832,  vol.  8,  p.  565. 

Lieutenant  Brooke,  commutation.  May  25, 1832,  vol.  8,  p.  565. 

Doctor  Axson,  commutation,  June  15,  1832,  vol.  8,  p.  592. 

Doctor  Knight,  commutation,  June  15, 1832,  vol.  8,  p.  593. 

Lieutenant  Jacobs,  commutation,  July  14, 1832,  vol.  8,  p.  722. 

Captain  Davenport,  commutation,  July  14, 1832,  vol.  8,  p.  724. 

Colonel  Thornton,  commutation,  February  9,  1833,  vol.  8,  p.  758. 

Captain  Thomas,  commutation,  March  2, 1833,  vt)l.  8,  p.  843. 

Lieutenant  Foster,  commutation,  March  2, 1833,  vol.  8,  p.  843. 

Doctor  Ledyard,  conunutation,  March  2,  1833,  vol.  8,  p.  846. 

Doctor  Ledyard,  balance  of  pay,  March  2, 1833,  vol.  8,  p.  846. 

Colonel  John  Ely,  balance  of  pay,  March  2,  1833,  vol.  8,  p.  847. 

Captain  Triplett,  commutation,  March  2, 1833,  voL  8,  p.  849. 

Lieutenant  Wagnon,  commutation,  March  2,  1833,  vol.  8,  p.  857. 

Captain  Gibbon,  commutation,  March  2, 1833,  vol.  8,  p.  860. 

Son  of  Alexander  Brownlee,  7  years'  half  pay,  Feb.  9, 1833,  vol  8.  p.  758. 

Heirs  of  John  Wilson,  7  years'  half  pay,  Feb.  27, 1833,  vol.  8,  p.  774. 

It  ought  to  be  remarked,  that  in  both  the  two  last-mentioned  cases, 
Brownlee  and  Wilson,  the  bills  were  reported  without  interest 
The  House  of  Representatives  amended  the  bills  by  adding  the  tV 
terest ;  and  they  passed  as  amended. 

Patience  Gordon,  certificates.  May  19, 1828.     Vol.  8,  p.  60. 
Robert  Johnson,  certificates.  May  26,  1828.    Vol.  8,  p.  160. 
A.  D.  Baylor,  certificates.  May  29, 1830.    Vol.  8,  p.  350. 
Lucien  Harper,  certificates,  March  2, 1831.    Vol.  8,  p.  434. 
Richard  G.  Morris,  certificates,  May  19,  1832.    Vol.  8,  p.  557. 
Ichabod  Ward,  certificates,  June  15,  1832.     Vol.  8,  p.  594. 
Aaron  Snow,  certificates,  July  4,  1832.    Vol.  8,  p.  651. 
Benjamin  Gibbs,  certificates,  July  4,  1832.    Vol.  8,  p.  652. 
John  B.  Taylor,  certificates^  July  13, 1832.    Vol.  8,  p.  679. 
Gertrude  Gates,  certificates,  July  14, 1832.    Vol.  8,  p.  728. 
John  Peck,  certificates,  July  14, 1832.    Vol.  8,  p.  734. 
Archibald  Watt,  certificates,  February  27, 1833.    Vol.  8,  p.  775. 


Philip  Bush,  certificates,  March  2^  1833.    Vol.  8,  p.  Si2. 
Dr.  JTohn  Berrien,  balance  of  accomit,  June  19, 1834.    Sesa  acts^p,  33. 
Christiai\  Ish,  certificates,  June  27,  1834. .  Session  acts^  p.  4^. 
Michael  Gratz,  certificates,  June  27,  1834.     Session  acts,  p.  64. 
Walter  Livingston,  contracts,  June  28,  1834.    Session  acta,  p.  78. 
Benjamin  Jacobs,  certificates,  June  28, 1834.    Session  acts,  p.  78. 
Samuel  Bayard,  certificates,  Jime  28, 1834.    Session  acts,  p..  78. 
Joseph  Falconer,  certificates,  special  for  in  teres t^  June  28,  1834-     Sea- 
aion  acts,  p.  78. 

Samuel  Gibbs,  certificates,  June  28, 1834.     Session  acts,  p.  81. 
Bwjamin  Baird,  certificates,  June  28,  1834.    Ses^onacts,  pw  81. 
Grove  Pomeroy,  certificates,  June  28, 1834.     Session  acts,  p.  81. 
John  Peck,  certificates,  special/or  interest,  June  30,  lS34k    Sess.  acts,, 
p.  131. 

Representatives  of  Gen.  Lord  Stirling,  depreciation,  June  30,  1834.. 
Session  acts,  p.  138. 

George  Hurlbut,  commutation  certificates,  special  for  interest,  July  2, 
1836.     Session  acte,  p.  213. 

Widow  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  commutation,  April  29, 1816.   Vol  6, 
p.  128. 

The  act  granting  commutation  to  the  heirs  of  Gen.  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton is  silent  rejecting  interest.  The  claim  for  the  interest,  under 
the  law,  was  referred  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
who  reported  it  was  not  necessary  to  specify  the  allowance  of  in- 
terest in  an  act  for  the  payment  of  commutation,  as  the  commuta- 
tion act  of  March,  1783,  itself,  provided  for  the  interest.  Under 
this  decision,  interest  was  paid  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
Francis  Cazeau,  supplies,  March  3, 1817.    Vol.  6,  p.  220. 

In  this  case  the  law  says  nothing  about  interest ;  but  upon  an  exami- 
nation of  the  report,  it  is  foimd  that  the  interest  is  added  to  the 
principal,  and,  together,  form  the  sum  specified  in  the  act. 
Benjamin  Wells,  pay.  May  29,  1830.     Vol.  8,  p.  376. 
Dr.  Courts,  pay,  March  2, 1833.    Vol.  8,  p.  845. 


Acts  have  been  passed  by  Congress,  smce  the  adoption  of  the  present 
e^otfSftittttion,  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  claims  to  the  fellowing- 
iMuned  persons,  in  which  acts  nothing  is  said  about  interest;  but  from 
the  peculiar  phraseology  of  several  of  the  acts,  it  is  beheved  that  interest 
was  allowed,  viz  : 

Wihnington  school-house,  damages,  April  13,  1792.  VoL  2,  pp.  272,  374. 

Thomas  Wishart,  pay,  February  22, 1793.    Vol.  2,  p.  352. 

Joseph  Henderson,  pay,  February  22,  1793.     VoL  2,  p.  352, 

(Jeneral  Lafayette,  pay,  March  27,  1794.     VoL  2,  p.  385. 

Peter  Covenhoven,  curing  his  wounds,  January  1,  1795.    VoL  2,  p.  454. 

Samuel  Prioleau,  property  destroyed,  January  28,  1795.     VoL  2,  p.  461. 

Benjamin  Strother,  expenses,  February  19, 1796.    VoL  2,  p.  511. 

Doctor  Turner,  commutation,  April  22, 180S.    VoL  4,  p*  163, 

General  St.  Clair,  gratuity.  May  1,  1810.    VoL  4,  p.  313. 

William  Dewees,  property  destroyed,  April  1 1, 1818.    VoL  6,  p.  286* 

M.  Po^^y,  pay,  February  24, 1819.    VoL  6,  p.  376. 


113 

M.  de  Vieime,  pay,  February  24, 1819.    Vol.  6,  p,  377. 

R  Steven^,  Sands,  &c^  contracts,  March  3,  1823.     Vol.  7,  p.  200. 

Lieutenant  A.  Garden,  commutation,  May  23,  1828.    Vol.  8,  p.  79. 

John  Reynolds,  balance  of  account.  May  24,  1828.    Vol.  8,  p.  152. 

Lieutenant  Caleb  Stark,  commutation,  May  24,  1828.    Vol.  8,.  p.  153.^ 

Benjamm  Goodwin,  rent,  February  5,  1829.    Vol.  8,  p.  188. , 

Benjamin  Goodwin,  rent,  March  2,  1833.    VoL  8,  p.  851. 

J.  Foltas,  pay,  March  3, 1829.    Vol.  8,  p.  231. 

Captain  Bayly,  commutation.  May  26y  1830.     VoL  8,  p.  323. 

Captain  Blackwell,  commutation.  May  29,  1830,    Vol.  8,  p.  348. 

John  Campbell,  pay,  &c.,  March  2, 1833.     Vol.  8,  p.  845. 

Thomas  JYothingham,  property  destroyed,  March  2, 1833.  Vol.  8,  p.  852. 

John  Seyme,  flour.  May  23,  1834.     Session  acts,  p.  22. 

Fred.  Reymer,  pay  and  supplies,  June  28^  1834.    Session  acts,  p.  76. 

Francis  Nash,  7  years'  halfpay,  June  30, 1834.     Session  acts,  p.  138. 

Captain  Wm.  Royall,  commutation,  June  30, 1834.    Session  acts,  p.  149. 


The  following  nineteen  cases  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
tlie  first  session,  24th  Confess,  taith  interest.  The  Senate  did  not  act 
i^n  the  bills  imtil  the  last  two  days  of  the  session  ;  and  as  no  rule  had 
thenJbeen  settled  by  the  Senate,  in  respect  to  the  allowance  of  interest,  it 
was  agreed, /?ro  forma^  that  the  interest  should  be  stricken  out  of  the 
bills,  without  prejudice  to  the  right  of  the  parties y  each  to  be  adjusted 
thereafter,  eitl^r  according  to  the  merits  of  particular  cases,  or  by  a  gene- 
ral rule,  is  any  should  be  adopted  : 

John  M.  Gregory,  7  years'  halfpay,  June  30, 1834.    Session  acts,  p.  140. 
Lieutenant  John  Taylor,  commutation,  June  30, 1834.    Sess.  acts,  p.  141. 
Cornet  Teas,  commutation,  June  30, 1884.    Sess.  acts,  p.  141. 
Major  Torrey,  commutation,  June  30, 1834.    Sess.  acts,  p.  142. 
M.  Riker,  7  years'  halfpay,  June  30,  1834.    Sess.  acts,  p.  142. 
Lucy  Bond,  1 

srSo^nr"'  f  ^  y^''  ^^  p*^'  '^'^^  ^°'  *®^*-  ^^  "^^  p*  "^* 

Mai^a^pet  Leitch,    J 

Lieut.  Thomas  Wallace,  7  years'  half  pay,  June  30,    1834.  Sess.  acts, 

p.  158. 
James  Bell,  supplies  and  money,  June  30, 1834.    Sess.  acts,  p.  155. 
Lieut.  Henry  Field,  7  years'  halfpay,  June  30, 1834.  Sess.  acts,  p.  157. 
•Lieut.  John  Emerson,  commutation,  June  30, 1834.    Sess.  acts,  p.  156. 
Lieut.  Robert  Wilmot,  commutation,  June  30,  1834.     Sess.  acts,  p.  159. 
Lieut  Enos  Granniss,  commutation,  June  30, 1834.    Sess.  acts,  p.  159. 
Captain  Buller  Claiborne,  commutation,  June  30, 1834.  Sess.  acts,  p.  160» 
Captain  Everard  Meade,  commutation,  June  30,  1834.  Sess.  acts,  p.  160; 
Aim  M.  Barron,  7  years'  halfpay,  Jime  30, 1834.    Sess.  acts,  p.  161. 
Captain  James  Craine,  commutation,  June  30,  IS 34.     Sess.  acts,  p.  162. 

'    At  the  2d  session  of  the  23d  Congress,  the  Senate  decided  that  caset 

^viiich  had  been  presca^ited  in  proper  time,  and  had  not  been  then  allowed, 

ought  to  be  entitled  to  interest ;  and,  on  this  principle,  passed  a  IhU  to  allow 

the  interest  on  the  claims  of  Hannah  Douglass  and  Luoy  Bond,  and  sent 

15 
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it  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  was  not  reached  on  the  calen- 
dar. At  the  next  session,  that  is,  (the  1st  session  of  the  24th  Congress,)  the 
Senate  again  passed  a  bill  for  the  interest  on  the  claims  of  Mrs.  Douglass 
and  Mrs.  Bond.  It  was  again  reported  favorably  by  the  committee  of  the 
House.  The  bill  was  taken  up  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
last  business  day,  but  was  not  finally  acted  on. 

On  the  same  principle,  also,  at  the  2d  session  of  the  23d  Congress,  a  bill 
was  reported  in  the  Senate  for  the  interest  on  the  claim  of  James  Bell,  but 
was  not  acted  on.  The  bill  was  renewed  at  the  last  session,  (the  2d  of 
the  24th  Congress,)  passed  the  Senate,  but  was  not  finally  acted  on  in  the 
House. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  24th  Congress,  the  following  eight  cases  were 
passed  upon  without  interest ;  the  allowance  of  the  interest  being  left  to 
await  the  decision  now  pending  before  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sess.  AcU,  page 

Nancy  Haggard,  seven  years^  half  pay,  July  2, 1836,  -  -  -  197 

Heirs  of  J.  Moore,  seven  years'  half  pay,  July  2, 1836,  -  -  198 

Lieutenant  Robert  Jouett,  commutation.  May  20,  1836,  -  -  56 

DoctorBaird,  commutation,  June  23,  1836,  -        -        -  -  -  105 

Heirs  of  Col.  Hazlett,  seven  years'  half  pay,  July  2, 1836,  -  -  209 

Ensign  Thornton  Taylor,  commutation,  July  2,  1836,    -  -  -  215 

Heirs  of  Doctor  Parkerson,  seven  years'  half  pay,  July  2, 1836,  -  216 

Captain  David  Hopkins,  commutation,  July  2, 1836,     -  -  -  216 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Hon.  Thoma9 
A,  Marshall^  showing  the  allowance  of  interest  on  claims  paid  under 
acts  qfl792  and  1793,  suspending  the  statutes  of  limitationj  dated 

Treasuhy  Dbpabtmbnt, 

Register's  Office,  May  9,  1834. 

Sir  :  It  appears  from  the  records  of  this  office,  that  certificates  for  the 
following  sums  were  issued  to  the  representatives  of  the  officers  mentioned 
in  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  March  27, 1792,  viz  : 

To  Colonel  Owen  Roberts,  84,200,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  June 
20, 1786. 

To  Captain  William  White,  ^1,679  99,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  from 
October  13,  1788. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard  Elliott,  g3,l  50,  at  6  percent,  per  annum, 
from  October  28,  1785. 

To  Major  Samuel  Wise,  |l2,100,  at  6  per  cent  per  annum,  from  October 
9, 1786. 

To  Major  Benjamin  Huger,  )S2,100,  at  6  per  cent  per  annum,  from  May 
11, 1786. 

To  Lieutenant  John  Bush,  Jit746  67,  at  6  per  cent  per  annum,  from 
October  10,  1786. 

To  Major  Charles  Motte,  $2,100,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  Octo- 
ber 10, 1786. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  certificates  which  were  issued  under  the  Ist 
section  of  the  act  of  23d  March,  1792,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans  to  the  seven  years'  halif  pay  of  officers  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
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revolutionary  war,  bare  the  same  rate  of  interest^  (i.  e.  6  per  cent.,)  com- 
meodng  at  different  periods  between  1781  and  1789. 

The  following  sums  were  issued  under  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
a7th  May,  1792,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pannill  and  Captain  Mclntire,  viz: 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pannill,  JilS,600,  on  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per 
annum,  from  March  22, 1783. 

To  Captain  Mclntire,  |l2,d46  32,  on  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum^ 
from  March  2^y  1783. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

T.  L.  SMITH. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Marshall. 


Extract  Jrom  the  report  of  the  Register  qf  the  Treasury ^  also  showing 
the  aUawance  of  interest  o^  revolutionary  claimsj  paid  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  constitution^  dated 

*^  Treasury  Department, 

«  Register's  Office^  April  18, 1836. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  your  reference  to  this  office 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  1 1th  inst,  to  report, 
that  *a//  certificates  qf  public  debt,^  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, by  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  and  by  the  commissioners  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  individuals  in  the  several  States,  and  in  the 
quartermaster's,  conunissary's,  marine,  and  clothing  departments,  for  ser- 
vices  rendered  or  supplies  furnished  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  or 
in  fiilfihnent  of  promises  contained  in  any  ordinance  or  resolution  of  the 
old  Congress,  were  on  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  tenni- 
nation  of  the  service,  or  from  the  time  the  supplies  were  furnished.''* 

"  The  claims  presented  at  the  Treasury  imder  the  acts  of  the  23d  and 
27th  March,  1792,  were  liquidated  by  issuing  certificates  of  registered 
debt,  bearing  interest.^^ 


Copy  of  the  opinion  qf  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  in 
the  case  of  the  undow  of  Colonel  Hamiltony  showing  that  it  is  not 
necessary  y  in  acts  granting  the  commutation  of  half  pay  ^  in  order  to 
entitle  to  interest^  that  the  allowance  of  interest  should  be  specially 
mentioned  in  the  acty  as  the  interest  is  expressly  allowed  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  March  22rf,  1783. 

The  following  case,  stated  by  the  Auditor,  is  submitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  opinion  : 

Alexander  Hamilton  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  but  was  understood  to  have  retired  from  service  towards 
the  close  of  the  year  1781 ;  and  in  the  month  of  November,  1782,  took  his 
«eat  in  Congress  as  a  member  from  the  State  of  New  York. 


PHe 


^Ai  per  retolation  of  the  old  Congreu  of  the  3d  of  Jane,  1784.    See  old  Joumale,  toL  4, 


Does  ithe  fiet  for  4ht  reUef  of  Elkab^h  HamilK))»)  widow  of  Alexasito 
Hamilton,  passed  on  the  29|h  of  April,  1SI&,  plaiee  her  on  an  ^ual  footk^ 
with  the  officers  eolitled  to  commutation  under  the  resolution  of  Congiess 
of  March,  1783;  or,  in  other  wowls,  does  the  spirit  and  true  noeaning  of 
the  aaid  act  require  that  interest  be  allowed  on  the  five  yeem*  full  pay 
therein  granted  ? 

I  think  it  does.  I  am  given  to  understand  that  it  h^s  not  been  the 
practice  in  the  accounting  offioears  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  allow 
int^eet  upon  an  accoxmt  directed  to  be  settled  or  paid  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, unless  there  be  in  the  act  itself  special  words  to  that  efiect..  This 
rule,  taken  as  a  general  one,  it  is  not  my  part  to  controvert,  nor  is  it  sup- 
posed that  the  above  opinion  will  in^y  any  contradiction. 

I  ground  it  on  the  peculiar  words  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1816,  which, 
taken  in  connexion  witii  the  resolution  of  M^iiteh  22,  178S>  appears  to  me^ 
on  full  oonsideration,  to  enforce  the  construction,  that  it  w€u»  the  intention 
of  Congress  not  merely  to  make  an  iltdependent  grant  to  Elizabeth  Hamil- 
ton, but  to  place  her  upon  a  footing  of  equal  advantage,  in  aH  respects, 
with  the  officers  entitled  to  commutation  under  that  resolution. 

The  -ccwosequence  will  be,  that,  as  was  the  case  with  the  officers  them- 
selves, (none  of  whom,  it  is  believed,  received  the  amount  in  money,)  she 
too  will  be  entitled  to  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  the  rate  specified  in  the 
resolution. 

RICHARD  RUSH,  ^.  6. 

Washington,  June  29, 1816. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Hon.  Jamet 
•  Oarlandy  showing  the  number  of  claims  admitted  and  paid  at  the 
Treasury  under  the  acts  of  March  21  j  J 792,  and  February  12, 1793, 
suyjending  the  statute  of  limitation.  (These  claims.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived by  the  letters  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  dated  May  9, 1834, 
and  April  18,  1836,  were  paid  with  six  per  cent,  interest.) 

Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Officty  January  6, 18S7* 
Sir  :  Upon  examining  the  reoords  of  this  office,  I  can  find  no  particu- 
lar ratiies,  without  a  more  minute  examination,  of  the  cases  admitted 
under  the  act  of  23d  March,  1792.* 

The  claims  allowed  und^  the  acts  of  the  27th  March,  1792>  and  12th 
February,  1793,  were  in  number  1,516. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

MICH'L  NOUBSE,  for  the  Register. 

*  Tbe  act  suspending  the  statute  oC  limitation  agaiost  claims  of  widows  to  seven  years'  hal^ 
pay.    See  letter  of  Register  of  January  13, 1837,  in  ejcplanation  of  this  paragraph. 
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Ge^  of  a  ieii&r  J^om  tAeJlegi$ier  qf  (Jke  TVetmny  to  theBmuJemM^ 
Oatkmd,  showing  Me  rmmier  qf  eiaima  admitted  and  paid  ai  tk$ 
Treasury  tmder  the  act  ofJIpHl  13, 1816,  and  the  acts  s^tppiemmtary 
thereto,  and  which  are  now  4n  force,  euepending  the  statutes  of  Umi* 
taiiem;  ugamst  loan  office,  final  Httttment,  and  other  eertificaiss. 
(Th68e«ot8  pfonde  for  tbe  payment  of  these  c^rtifieates,  with  six  per 
ontt  interest) 

Treasttky  Departmekt, 

Register's  Office,  January  13, 1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Attorney  Greneral's 
opinion  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  HiupailtoiL 

The  caption  of  the  statement  from  which  I  ascertained  the  number  of 
daiiiis  Teported  in  my  letter  ef  the  6th  instant,  ui(dicated  that  d^y  had 
be«i  adjusted  under  the  acts  o(  ^7th  March,  1799,  and  12th  February, 
1793 ;  but  on  referring  to  particular  clainas  embraced  in  the  statemetat^  I 
find  seventeen  were  for  half  pay  [of  widows  and  orphans].  These,  of 
tonise,  were  included  in  the  1^516. 

Under  the  act  of  16th  [13th]  April,  IdlS,  and  the  subsequent  acts,  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  loan  office  and  other  certificates,  116  claims 
bave  been  adjusted. 

I  hare  the  hesKir  to  be,  &c., 

MICHAEL  NOURSR 
Hon.  Jamss  Garland. 


Prom  these  statements  it  will  be  found — 


CMet. 


That,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  acts  have  been 
passed  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  individuals,  by  name, 
on  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  acts  themselves,  interest  has  been 
allowed,  to  the  number  of         -  -  -        *    -  -      122 

Of  this  number,  thirteen  were  passed  specially  for  the  allowance 
of  interest  qfter  the  principal  had  been  paid,  under  former 
acts. 

That  in  two  cases,  (Brownlee  and  Wilson,)  Congress  added  in- 
terest to  bills  which  were  reported  without  interest 

That,  under  the  acts  of  March  23, 1792,  March  27, 1792,  and  Feb- 
ruary 12, 1793,  suspending  the  statutes  of  limitation  as  to  claims 
of  widows  and  orphans,  and  claims  for  personal  services  of  offi- 
cers, &c,  there  were  settled  and  paid  at  the  Treasury,  with  in- 
t^esty  as  per  letter  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,     -  -    1,516 

That,  imder  the  act  of  April  13th,  1818,  and  the  acts  supplement- 
ary thereto,  (and  now  m  force,)  suspending  the  statutes  of  lim- 
itation so  far  as  relates  to  loan  office  and  to  other  certificates,  (not 
lost  or  destroyed,)  there  have  been  admitted  and  paidat  the  Treas- 
ury, unth  interest,  claims  to  the  number  of       -  -  -      116 

Making  of  individual  claims  j^at^f  unth  interest,  ...   1,764 

That,  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  claims  have  been  paid 
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under  special  acts^  in  which  nothing  is  said  about  interest,  to  the  numbe? 
of  54.  And  of  this  number  19  passed  the  House  with  interest ^  which 
was  struck  OMi  pro  forma  by  the  Senate,  to  be  adjusted  afterwards,  /Upon 
some  general  rule  ;  and  that  8  of  the  remaining  cases  have  been  pa^ed 
subsequently,  on  the  same  princifde  ;  that  is,  to  await  the  general  rale. 
So  that  it  will  be  seen  that  1,754  cases  have  been  allowed  with  interest ^ 
and  54  without  interest ;  being  upwards  of  thirty-two  cases  allowed  with 
interest  to  one  case  without  interest. 


FUNDING  STSTEM. 

Misapprehension  prevails  with  respect  to  the  computation  of  interest 
on  the  principles  of  the  funding  system.  Some  persons  suppose  that  acts 
for  the  allowance  of  commutation,  with  interest  on  the  principles  of  that 
system,  would  allow  the  iaterest  up  to  the  date  of  the  act.  It  is  not  so. 
Under  such  an  act,  no  more  is  allowed  tlmn  would  have  been  allowed  if 
the  officer  had  received  his  certificate  of  commutation  on  his  leaving  the 
army,  and  had  subscribed  the  same  under  the  funding  act  of  the  4th  Au- 
gust, 1790 ;  and  under  such  an  act  no  more  would  be  paid  fifty  years 
hence,  than  was  paid  when  the  certificate  was  finally  redeemed  by  the 
extinguishment  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States  funded  under  the  act  of 
August  4,  1790. 

In  compiling  this  statement,  the  laws  were  examined  page  by  page, 
from  the  first  act  of  Congress,  in  March,  1789,  to  the  close  of  the  f^ 
session  of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress ;  and  it  is  believed  that  every  act 
bearing  on  the  question  has  been  referred  to. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Reports  of  Committees  o/CongresSy  of  the  Secretaries  qf  the  TVeasury 
and  War  DepartmentSy  and  of  the  •Attorney  General^  relating  to 
Claims  for  pay  y  arrears  of  pay  y  commutation  cf  the  half  pay  for  lifcy 
seven  years*  half  pay  to  Widows  and  Orphans  qf  Revolutionary  Offi- 
cerSy  Loan  Office  and  Final  Settlement  Certificatesy  Indents  of  In- 
terest y  Limitation  LawSy  fyc. 


tSpplieation  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers  for  half 
pay  or  the  commutation  thereof 

Febauaay  3,  1835. 

llie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  20th  January  last,  from 
J.  Pierce^  paymaster  general^  respecting  claims  which  have  been  made  by 
certain  officers  to  half  pay  and  the  commutation  for  half  pay,  report : 

That,  by  a  resolve  of  November  24, 1'778,  it  was  provided  that  all 
deranged  officers  should  be  entitled  to  one  yearns  pay ;  and  it  was  further 
provided,  that  officers  who  had  been  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  and  then 
were,  or  thereafter  might  be,  exchanged,  should,  if  appointed  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  State,  be  entitled  to  return  into  the  service  in  the  same  rank 
they  would  have  had  if  they  had  not  been  captured,  under  certain  re- 
strictions, and  that  they  should  receive  half  pay  till  the  time  of  their  en- 
tering again  into  the  service.  Under  this  act  certain  officers  claim  half 
pay  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  the  commutation  for  half  pay  from  that 
period  during  life :  on  which  the  conunittee  observe,  that  the  half  pay 
first  mentioned  was  promised  as  a  temporary  support  to  such  officers  as 
should  be  reappointed  by  their  respective  States,  and  to  none  besides ; 
and  that  aU  other  continental  officers  who  have  been  prisoners  with  the 
enemy,  and  deranged,  are  entitled  to  one  year's  pay,  and  nothing  besides. 
That  such  was  the  intention  of  Congress  is  explained  by  the  subsequent 
acts  of  May  22, 1779,  and  May  26,  I78I.  There  is  no  act  under  which 
those  officers  can  claim  the  commutation  for  half  pay.  It  is  provided,  by 
a  resolve  of  the  28th  June,  1782,  *  that  there  shall  be  such  additional  pay 
and  emoluments  to  the  pay  of  captains  and  subalterns  serving  as  aids-de- 
camp to  major  and  brigadier  generals,  and  to  brigade  majors,  as  shall 
make  their  pay  and  emoluments  equal  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a 
major  in  the  line  of  the  army.'  Under  this  resolution  certain  aids  and 
brigade  majors,  who  are  captains  or  subalterns  in  the  line,  claim  connnu- 
tation  equal  to  that  of  a  major  in  the  line.  This  claim  appears,  for  sundry 
reasons,  to  be  ill-founded.  The  offices  which  those  gentlemen  held  out 
of  the  Ime  were  temporary,  and  the  additional  pay  and  emoluments  were 
certainly  promised  to  them  while  they  continued  to  serve  in  those  offices, 
and  no  l(mger.  If  they  are  supposed  to  foimd  their  claim  to  the  commu- 
tation of  a  major,  under  the  head  of  additional  emoluments,  their  claim 
must  be  iU-founded ;  for  it  is  clear,  from  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  that 
pay  and  emoluments  do  not  signify  the  same  ^liing,but  the  commutation 
IS  the  substitute  for  pay  alone^  or  half  pay^  and  not  for  rations  nor  any 
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other  emolument.  On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opuiion  that  the 
paymaster  general,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  army,  in  all  claims 
which  may  be  brought  for  half  pay  or  commutation,  should  be  determined 
by  the^act  of  the  26th  January,  1784. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 


Commurticated  to  the  Houteof  RepresentatWet  March  19,  1790. 

War  Office,  March  19,  1790* 

The  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Alexander  Power  and  others,  late  officers  of  the  regiment  of 
artillery  artificers,  reports  : 

That  the  daim  of  the  late  officers  of  the  raiment  of  artiilery  artiiicexs 
for  half  pay,  or  the  commutation  thereof,  granted  to  the  officers  of  the  late 
army,  was  several  times  submitted  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, and  received  their  decision  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  1785. 

TTiat  the  principles  whereon  the  said  decision  was  founded  will  fidly 
appear  by  the  reports  of  the  late  commissioner  of  army  accounts  and  a 
committee  of  Coogress,  both  of  which  are  herewith  submitted,  (Nos.  I 
and  2.) 

That  the  said  decision  being  against  the  claim  of  the  sadkl  officers  of 
artillery  artificers,  the  same  was  referred  to  the  commission^  of  army 
accounts  to  take  order. 

That  the  said  decision  appears  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  been 
conformable  to  the  several  previous  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  ttue 
object  of  half  pay,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  final. 

That  the  petitioners  again  brought  forward  their  claim  to  Congress  in 
the  year  1788,  whidi  was  referred  to  the  subscriber,  whose  report  is  here*- 
with  submitted,  (No.  3,)  but  which  was  never  acted  upcmt 

The  Secretary  of  War  embraces  this  occasion  respectftdly  to  observe^ 
that  it  is  of  high  importance  to  adhere  generally  to  the  decisions  of  the 
late  Congress  on  the  subjects  of  claims  against  the  United  States. 

That  he  conceives  no  judgment  of  this  nature  should  be  revearsed  but  on 
the  most  ample  proof  that  the  same  was  formed  on  a  mifirepreseniHitioii  of 
facts  ;  but  that,  while  such  judgments  are  revised  with  great  caataon^ 
constructive  judgments,  made  on  previous  resolves  of  Gongress^  ovight  to 
'remain  fully  established. 

That  if  a  contrary  conduct  should  be  admitted,  the  accounts  hitherto 
settled  by  the  United  States,  and  by  the  respective  States,  with  indtvichanlB, 
yould  be  liable  to  revision  and  unlimited  confusion. 

That  when  the  abilities,  integrity,  and  liberality  of  the  fornier  Congress 
be  considered,  it  may  be  justly  presumed  that  individuals  experienoed  die 
fairest  investigation  of  their  claims,  and  that  upright  decisions  were  formed 
thereon. 

That,  with  respect  to  the  present  petition,  the  Secretary  of  War  is  imabi© 
to  perceive  any  new  facts  or  drcumstances  of  sodi  a  nature  as  to  require 
a  repeal  of  the  former  decision  of  Congress  on  die  subject ;  he  therefore 
rqports  the  following  resolve : 

JSesolved,  That  the  petition  of  the  late  officers  of  the  artillery  artificers 


for  the  Qommntottoit  df  tibe  half  pay  oammt  be  graisted^  the  United  SMm 
in  CoQgress  assembled  having  decided,  against  the  same  on  the  1^  of 
October,  1786. 
M  which  is>  htimbly  submitted  to  the, House  of  Representatives. 

H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[FKpett  ttifinkd  to  in  the  fbregoittg  report] 
No.  1. 

New  Yobk,  ^ugv^t  9j  1785. 

The  commissionei  for  settling  the  army  accounts,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  John  Jordan  and  TTiomas  Willey,  late  captains  in  the 
Pennsylvania  corps  of  artillery  artificers,  begs  leave  to  report  : 

That  there  are  no  existing  resolutions  of  Congress,  in  his  opinion,  on 
which  the  petitioners  can  found  a  claim  of  the  commutation  in  heu  of  hatf 
pay  for  life  ;  and,  therefore,  if  such  a  grant  should  be  made,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  adopt  a  new  principle  respecting  the  corps  of  artificers.  The 
principles  on  which  Captains  Jordan  and  Willey  appear  to  found  their 
claim  of  comimutation  in  lieu  of  half  pay,  are  :  1st.  That  Congress  havei 
considered  theni  in  sundry  resolutions  as  on  the  establishment  of  the  army, 
and  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  several  States.  '2d.  That,  on  the  11th  ot 
February,  1778,  they  had  granted  them  the  same  pay,  clothing,  and  bene- 
fits as  the  artillery,  and,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1780,  were  directed  to 
be  provided  for,  deemed  and  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  several 
State  lines.  3d.  That  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1780,  Congress  directed 
the  artificers  to  be  formed  into  one  corps,  and  promised  to  the  supernu- 
meraries half  pay  for  seven  years  ;  and  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month  ex- 
tended the  half  pay  for  life  to  the  reduced  officers  and  those  who  continued 
in  service  to  the  end  of  th6  war.  As  the  former  resolutions  included  the 
corps  in  express  terms,  it  may  be  supposed  it  was  intended  to  be  compre- 
hended in  the  latter.  4th.  That  they  had  been  obliged  to  receive  for 
their  services  the  same  kind  of  certificates  with  the  military  officers.  Being 
subjected,  therefore,  to  their  disadvantages,  it  is  no  more  than  reasonable 
that  they  should  also  have  their  privUeges. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  it  appears  to  be  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  retain  the  allowance  of  commutation  as  much  as  possible ; 
and,  of  coiu-se,  where  the  clear  intention  of  an  act  is  not  to  be  discovered 
in  its  words,  the  grant  is  not  to  be  made  by  implication. 

The  conamissioner,  therefore,  having  founded  his  opinion  on  the  follow- 
ing  reasons,  hiunbly  submits  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  :. 

1st  That  the  assigning  these  corps  as  part  of  the  State's  quota  was  to 
determine  the  number  of  men  who  were  to  be  fmrnished  by  each  Stat^ 
and  to  give  their  officers  and  men  the  advantages  of  the  lines  derived  im- 
mediately from  the  States,  but  cannot  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  de- 
mands the  military  officers,  as  such,  may  have  upon  the  Union. 

2d.  That  the  resolution  of  February  11, 1778,  and  February  9, 178(^ 
ought  not  to  extend  to  this  allowance,  because  the  words  "benefits  or 
emoluments''  appear  reasonably  to  include  the  usual  pay,  subsistence, 
forage,  and  servants,  of  an  officer  only ;  more  especially  as,  at  the  time  of 
passing  these  acts,  the  grant  of  half  pay  for  life  was  not  in  existence ;  and 
as  the  last-mentioned  resolution  has  included  the  exceptions  that  had  here- 
16 
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Defore  been  made  respecting  the  artificers,  which  undonbtedly  refers  to  the 
qpecial  exception  in  the  resolve  of  November  16,  1779. 

3d.  That  the  resolve  of  October  3,  1780,  grabting  the  seven  years'  half 
pay  to  the  officers  then  deranged,  having  never  been  put  into  execution 
in  respect  to  this  corps,  there  can  arise  no  question  whether  the  officers 
are  entitled  to  its  benefits  ;  but  that  the  one  of  the  21st  of  October  should 
be  construed  ^  comprehending  the  corps  is  very  doubtful,  as  Congress,  in 
their  first  promise  of  half  pay,  confined  it  to  military  officers  only,  and 
having  granted  conmiissions  to  the  artificers  for  the  sole  purpose  of  rank 
in  their  own  corps,  and  to  hold  courts-martial ;  and  Congress  have  also 
expressly,  in  a  resolution  recommending  this  corps  to  their  States,  except- 
ed the  allowance  of  half  pay ;  and  when  Colonel  Baldwin's  corps  was  re- 
duced in  1781,  the  officers  retired  without  a  promise  of  it,  which  would 
have  been  necessary  to  have  entitled  even  the  military  to  such  allowance. 
It  therefore  appears  to  be  the  uniform  intention  of  Congress,  through 
their  several  acts  before  and  after  October,  1780,  to  exclude  this  corps  from 
the  half  pay  ;  which  furnishes  sufficient  foundation,  with  the  nature  of 
this  promise,  to  conclude  that  the  general  term  of  "  the  officer  "  in  the  act 
of  October  21, 1780,  comprehends  the  military  only. 

4th.  Whether  it  may  be  proper  and  reasonable  to  granf  the  commuta- 
tion to  these  officers,  in  consideration  of  their  being  paid  in  the  securities 
of  the  United  States,  or  whether  it  will  be  just,  in  consideration  that  they 
are  not  entitled  to  the  commutation,  to  pay  them  for  the  years  1782  and 
1783,  in  specie,  are  questions  that  the  conunissioners  cannot  determine. 

Resolves  of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  : 

A. — Resolve  of  February  11,  and  June  26, 1784. 

B.— Resolve  of  February  11, 1784. 

C— Resolve  of  May  15, 1788. 

D. — Resolve  of  February  11, 1788,  and  November  12, 1799* 

E. — Resolve  of  November  11, 1779. 

F.— Resolve  of  March  29, 1781. 


No.  2. 


Copy  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress^-fof  the  19th  October, 
1785,  sent  to  the  commissioner  of  the  army  accounts  to  take  order, 
it  respecting  the  claims  of  Captains  Jordon  and  Willey,and  other  officers 
of  the  corps  of  artificers/or^commutation,  of  which  committee  Mr.  E31- 
lery  was  diairman. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Gardner,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson, to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  several  officers  of  the 
late  corps  of  artificers,  praying  that,  in  settling  their  accounts,  they  be  al- 
lowed the  commutation  of  half  pay,  as  founded  on  justice,  or  on  the  acts 
of  Congress,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  claims  of  those  officers  do  not  appear  to  be  founded  on  the 
usage  of  nations,  nor  in  equity ;  they  believe  that  half  pay  has  been  al- 
lowed to  military  officers,  partly  to  a  regard  to  the  hardships  and  per- 
sonal dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed,  but  chiefly  from  a  con- 
sideration that,  by  a  long  continuance  in  the  military  line,  they  may  have 
lost  those  habits  by  which  they  had  formerly  been  enabled  to  provide  for 
themselves  and  families,  which  reasons  do  not  apply  so  fully  to  the  officers 
of  artificers. 
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Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  their  sole  rule  on  the  occasion  must 
be  the  acts  of  Congress  respecting  the  officers  in  the  corps  of  artificers, 
and  they  do  not  find  any  resolution  by  which  they  are  entitled  to  half 
pay  or  commutation ;  on  the  contrary,  they  seem  to  be  expressly  cut  off 
from  any  such  claim. 

The  original  act  of  Congress  of  May  15,  1778,  by  which  half  pay  was 
promised  for  seven  years,  confines  the  same  to  military  officers,  which 
certainly  did  not  include  the  artificers  ;  and  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  in  all  subsequent  acts  which  relate  to  the  half  pay,  the  same  denomi- 
nation of  officers  must  be  intended,  tmless  where  other  officers  are  ex- 
pressly mentioned.  Surely  the  act  of  October  2,  1780,  promising  half  pay 
to  officers  who  might  be  deranged,  never  could  be  construed  as  giving 
pay  to  any  class  of  officers  who  had  no  claim  to  half  pay,  had  they  con- 
tinued in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war.  If  any  doubts  could  have  suisen 
whether  the  artificers  were  intended  in  the  promise  of  half  pay,  it  must 
be  fully  removed  by  the  act  of  the  16th  November,  1779.  It  was  then 
resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  allow  the  corps 
of  artificers,  estabUshed  by  Congress  the  12th  instant,  all  the  benefits  pro- 
vided for  officers  in  the  line  of  their  quotas  of  the  continental  battal- 
ions, except  the  half  pay.  After  this  pointed  and  express  exclusion  of 
those  officers  fi-om  the  allowance  of  half  pay,  your  committee  are  of  opin« 
ion  that  nothing  but  a  subsequent  promise,  equally  pointed  and  express, 
can  give  them  a  title  to  the  same.  None  such  has  been  made  ;  wherefore, 
they  submit  the  following  resolve  : 

That  the  officers  of  the  late  corps  of  artificers  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  not  entiled  to  half  pay  or  the  conunutation  of  half  pay. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  an  original  referred  to  me  by  Congress,  to 
take  order. 

JOHN  PIERCE, 
Commissioner  of  Army  Accounts. 

The  Hon*  the  Secrstabt  op  Wab. 


No.  3. 


War  Oppicb,  July  30, 1788. 
The  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Alexander  Powers,  attorney  for  a  number  of  the  officers  of 
the  late  regiment  of  artillery  artificers,  claiming  the  commutation  of  the 
half  pay  granted  to  the  late  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States^ 
reports : 

That  the  claim  of  the  late  officers  of  tne  icgiment  of  artillery  artificers 
for  half  pay,  or  a  commutation  thereof,  has  been  several  times  submitted  to 
Congress,  and  received  their  decision  on  the  19th  October,  1785,  as  will 
more  fully  appear  by  the  copy  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress^ 
herewith  submitted,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  Army 
Accounts  to  take  order. 

That  this  decision  respecting  artificers  was  conformable  to  the  several 
resolves  of  Congress  respecting  the  objects  of  the  half  pay. 

But  the  memorialist  assumes  another  principle,  and  asserts  that  he' and 
his  constituents  were  commissioned  as  artillery  officers,  disciplined  as  such. 
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i^3d  peifc>tn)yQd  duty  ao^rdixngly;  that  their  servieea  mi  promiaea  were 
eqjoat  to  otlp^T  offic^rs  of  artillery,  and  their  rowctrd  ought  to  be-tiie  same. 
^s  thi^  is  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  sovereign  for  tba  perlbcniaiice  of 
If.  pu|)lic  contract,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state  the  following  einmiostaBcesy 
to  show  that  it  is  unsupported  by  proper  facts: 

l^t.  The  artificers  were  eetoblished  ^  a  part  of  the  civil  branch  of  the 
Qrdnajace  department,  as  will  appear  by  the  resolves  of  Coogres&of  11th 
February^  1778.  The  rank  which  was  given  to  the  officers  was  necessary 
fox  the  government  of  the  workmen,  and  the  relative  pay  with  the  officeis 
of  artillery  was  the  rule  of  pay  to  the  officers  of  artificers;  but  no  stipula^ 
tiion  was  then  ma4e,  or  at  any  subsequent  period,  that  the  officecs  of  the 
artificers  should  have  the  same  rewards  as  the  offiyeers  of  the  amay. 

^d.  The  establishment  o^  the  hattalions  which  form  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery,  from  time  to  time,  will  prove  that  the  officers  were  not  at  any  period 
considered  as  artillerists. 

3d.  The  artificers.did  not,  m  any  instance,  act  in  the  field  as;  artillerista ; 
they  were  mostly  stationed  at  the  arsenal  at  Carlisle,  and  employed  in 
making  carriages  of  various  kinds  for  the  use  of  the  artillery  in  the  field. 
3ut  there  are  two  circiunstances  on  which  the  memorialist  and  his  con* 
stituents  seem  to  place  great  confidence,  viz  :  that  their  commissions  ex- 
pressed officers  of  "  artUlery  and  artificers,"  and  that  the  surgeon  of  the 
regiment  was  allowed,  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  5th  May,  1782, 
aij  the  emoluments  heretofore  allowed  to  reduced  regintental  surgeons.  The 
manner  of  filling  up  the  commissions  must  have  been  an  error,  as  it  was 
njot  authorized  by  any  act  of  Congress. 

It  would  appear,  by  the  resolve  of  the  3d  May,  1788^  that  Congress 
considered  the  surgeon  differently  circumstanced  from  the  officers  of  the 
artificers,  as  th^corps  had  been  previously  reduced  by  the  resolve  of  Coii^ 
gress  of  the  :^th  Mcurclv  1781,  and  all  the  officers,  except  two,  discharged 
without  any  specifice^tion  of  rewards. 

On  the  whole,  your  Secretary  is  of  opii^QHr  ttetit  weulibe  poopei^  in 
order  to  prevent  further  applications,  for  Congress  to  pass  a  resolution  on 
the  subject,  as  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  19th  October,  1785,  has 
not  been  published.     On  this  principle  the  following  resolve  is  submitted: 

Resolved  J  That  the  claim  of  the,lat^x)fficers  of  the  artillery  artificers  for 
the  commutation  of  the  half  pay  granted  to  the  late  officers  of  the  army 
of  liie. United  States,  cannot  oe  allowed. 


CUmn  of  the  Bmrofk  de  SUube», 

CoiDmuoicated  to  the  Huuie  of  ReprotcnUtivefl,  April  6, 1790. 

Trsasurt  DxPARXifisBrr,  Moarch  20,  1790.' 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  memorial  of  the  Baron  de  Steu- 
ben, referred  to  him  by  an  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tb^ 
85th  of  September  last,  respectfully  reports : 

That  it  appears  from  the  papers  accompanying  the  said  mem4>rial,  that 
die  memorialist  grounds  his  present  claim  on  the  United  States  upon  a 
contract  which  he  alleges  to  have  been  made  with  Congress  at  York)  iQ 
the  year  1777,  previous  to  his  joining  the  American  army. 
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That  tbe  tramarelito  f^jsp^feting  t^n  alleged  contraet  is  stated  by  th^ 
meiiMvialist  in  the  foH^wtvig  words :  ^^  At  the  arrival  of  the  Baton  d^ 
Stovben,  in  the  year  1777,  he  was  received  by  Congress  with  marks  6f 
^Kstiaction,  and,  the  day  after  his  arrival,  was  wafted  on  by  a  committed 
of  Conge  ess,  composed  of  Doctor  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Henry  of  Maryland, 
and  a  third,  whom  at  this  titfie  he  cannot  recollect.  This  committee  de- 
manded of  the  Baron  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  inclined  to  serve 
tl\e  United  Sttftes,  and  if  he  had  made  any  stipulations  with  the  cbmmis- 
sioners  in  France.  He  replied,  that  he  had  made  no  agreement  with 
them,  nor  was  it  his  intention  to  accept  of  any  rank  or  pay  ;  that  he  wish- 
ed to  join  the  army  as  a  volunteer,  and  to  render  such  services  as  tbe 
commander-in-chief  should  think  him  capable  cf,  adding,  that  he  had  no 
other  fortune  than  a  revenue  of  about  six  hundred  guineas  per  annum, 
arising  from  places  and  posts  of  honor  in  Germany,  which  he  had  relin- 
quished to  come  to  this  country  ;  that,  in  consideration  of  this,  he  expect- 
ed the  United  States  would  defray  his  necessary  expenses  while  in  their 
service ;  that  if,  unhappily,  this  country  should  not  succeed  in  establish- 
ing their  independence,  or  if  he  should  not  succeed  in  his  endeavors  for 
their  service,  in  either  of  those  cases  he  should  consider  the  United  States 
as  free  from  any  obligations  towards  him ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
United  States  should  be  happy  enough  to  establish  their  freedom,  and 
that  he  should  be  successful  in  his  endeavors,  in  that  case  he  should  ex- 
pect a  full  indemnification  for  the  sacrifice  he  had  made  in  coming  over, 
and  such  marks  of  their  generosity  as  the  justice  of  the  United  States 
should  dictate ;  that  if  these  terms  were  agreeable  to  Congress,  he  waited 
only  their  orders  td  joih  the  army  without  delay.  The  committee  were 
pleased  to  applaud  the  generosity  of  his  propositions,  in  thus  risking  his 
fortune  on  that  of  the  United  States.  The  committee  then  left  him,  in 
order  to  make  their  report.  The  next  day  Congress  gave  him  an  enter- 
tainment ;  after  which  the  President,  Mr.  Laurens,  told  him  it  was  the 
desire  of  Congrcfss  tbdt  he  should  join  the  army  immediately,  which  he 
did." 

That  the  evidence  adduced  by  him  in  support  of  it  consists  principally 
of  these  documents,  a  certificate  from  John  Witherspoon,  dated  Novem- 
ber IM,  1765,  another  from  Elbridge  Gerry,  dated  the  23d  of  November, 
1785,  and  a  third  from  William  Duer,  without  date ;  which  several  certif- 
ieates  are  annexed  to  the  statement  above  recited,  and  refer  to  it ;  also 
two  letters,  one  from  Thomas  McKean,  dkted  11th  September,  1788, 
and  another  from  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  dated  2dth  of  September,  in  the 
fatneyear;  all  which  gentlemen  were,  at  the  time  of  the  transaction, 
member^  of  Congress,  and  three  of  them,  viz :  John  Witherspoon,  Fran- 
cis Lightfoot  Lee,  and  Thomas  McKean,  members  of  the  committee  m^n* 
tidned  in  the  said  statement. 

That  the  certificate  from  the  said  John  Witherspoon  is  as  follows : 

Princeton,  November  1,  1786. 

1  can  recollect  very  distinctly  that  I  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
Waited  on  Baron  Steuben,  on  his  arrival  at  Yorktown.  He  then  could 
flpHdcuo^Bn^ish,  and  I  belieVe  I  was  the  onlv  member  of  the  committer 
irfao'eoaM  speak  Fremh^aiid  w«b  therefore  obliged  to  be  bis  inte^MreMr 
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to  the  other  members,  as  well  as  to  make  the  report  to  Congress.  I  am 
.sensible  that  the  above  is  a  just  and  fair  account  of  what  passed  on  that 
occasion,  and  that  we  were  ail  sensible  that  the  Baron's  proposals  were 
honorable  and  generous ;  and  accordingly  he  was  sent  to  General  Wash- 
ington, to  receive  bis  directions  from  him. 

JOHN  WITHERSPOON- 

That  the  certificate  from  the  said  Elbridge  Crerry  is  as  follows : 

New  York,  November  23,  1785. 

The  subscriber  certifies  that,  having  a  seat  in  Congress  at  the  time  of 
the  Baron  de  Steuben's  arrival  at  Yorktown,  he  well  remembers  the  facts 
herein  stated,  excepting  what  relates  to  the  enteitainment,  which  he  doubts 
not  was  provided,  ana  to  the  time  of  the  Baron's  arrival  at  that  place^ 
which  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1778.  The  subscriber  further 
certifies  that,  in  Questions  agitated  in  Congress  while  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber, respecting  tne  allowance  that  should  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
within  stipulation,  he  has  considered  the  claim  of  the  Baron,  for  a  full  in- 
demnification and  compensation,  as  a  claim  of  justice  founded  in  the  ver- 
bal contract  of  the  parties. 

E.  GERRY, 

That  so  much  of  the  certificate  of  the  said  William  Duer  as  relates  to 
the  fact,  is  as  follows  : 

^^  I  was  a  member  of  Congress  and  of  the  Board  of  War  when  the 
Varon  de  Steuben  arrived  at  Yorktown,  and  though  I  was  not  present  at 
that  place  when  the  Baron  had  his  first  interview  with  the  committee  of 
Congress,  being  absent  for  a  few  days,  on  a  visit  to  Manheim,  I  perfect- 
remember  that  the  account  I  received  on  my  return  to  Yorktown,  of 
le  engagements  entered  into  with  the  Baron  Steuben,  by  the  honorable 
t^ongress,  was  perfectly  similar  to  that  which  the  Baron  had  stated." 
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That  the  material  part  of  the  letter  of  the  said  Thomas  McEean  is  as 
follows : 

^^  My  memory  enables  me  to  say  that  you  came  to  Yorktown  in  the  be- 
^nning  of  February,  1798;  that  Congress  being  informed  of  it,  proceed- 
•ed  to  name  a  committee  (of  which  I  was  one)  to  wait  upon  you,  learn 
the  object  of  your  visit,  and  to  confer  with  you  about  entering  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

.  .^*  They  might  have  received  further  instructions,  but  I  do  not  remember 
•them.  The  committee  (of  which.  Dr.  Witherspoon  was  chairman) 
•called  upon  you  the  next  morning  at  your  lodgings,  when  a  conversation 
was  had  between  the  Doctor  and  you,  in  French,  which  he  interpreted  to 
his  brethren ;  part  of  what  was  then  communicated  was,  that  you  came  to 
America  with  a  view  to  tender  your  services  to  Congress ;  that  you  had 
made  no  stipulations  with  their  commissioners  in  France,  and  was  desirous 
to  join  the  army  as  a  volunteer,  and  to  act  there  in  such  situation  as  the 
'Commander-in-chief  should  think  you  best  qualified  to  fill ;  that  you  had 
^eld  posts  of  honor  and  profit  in  the  army  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  af- 
terwards, (I  think,)  of  the  Prince  of  Baden,  which  last  you  had  relin- 
'4|iiished  in  order  to  embark  in  the  American  cause,  whose  fortunes  you 
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•were  willing  to  partake ;  that  if  it  failed  7011  asked  nothing  but  a  support^ 
•aeeording  to  your  condition,  while  you  served,  and  if  it  succeeded  and 
jour  services  were  approved,  you  would  expect  compensation  for  the  sac* 
rifices  you  had  made,  and  the  rewards  commonly  bestowed  by  a  happy  and 
grateful  people,  on  faithful  and  successful  servants.  This,  sir,  is  the 
aiDoant  of  what  I  recollect." 

That  the  material  part  of  the  letter  of  the  said  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee 
is  as  follows : 

I  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  Congress  to  wait  upon  you 
on  your  arrival  at  Yorktown,  and  understood  French  sufficiently  to  com- 
prehend pretty  fully  all  that  you  said  to  the  committee. 

'^  You  informed  them  that  you  held  considerable  military  rank  in  Eu- 
rope, with  posts  and  emoluments  to  tHe  amount,  I  think,  of  five  or  six 
hundred  guineas;  that  your  great  desire  of  being  serviceable  to  the 
American  cause  had  induced  you  to  relinquish  these,  and  offer  your  ser- 
vice to  Congress;  that  you  asked  for  neither  rank  nor  pay,  but  expected 
jour  expenses  in  the  army  to  be  defrayed  ;  and  if  America  should  be 
successful  in  her  contest,  you  depended  upon  the  justice  and  generosity 
of  Congress  to  make  you  amends  for  your  losses,  and  reward  your  ser- 
vices ;  if  unfortunate,  you  were  willing  to  share  her  fortune.  I  do  not 
recollect  any  particular  stipulation  for  reimbursing  the  specific  sum  of 
money ;  but  it  was,  most  certainly,  well  understood  by  the  committee 
and  Congress,  that  if  our  contest  ended  happily,  and  your  services  were 
approved,  you  would  have  a  just  claim  to  a  very  liberal  compensation 
for  what  you  had  sacrificed,  and  for  your  services.  Congress  was  very 
much  pleased  with  vour  generous  proposals  when  reported  to  them,  as 
their  consequent  behavior  to  you  sufficiently  verified.'^ 

That,  besides  the  foregoing  document,  there  are  two  letters  accom- 
panying the  said  memorial,  one  from  Horatio  Gates,  dated  the  6th  of 
December,  1785 ;  the  other  from  Richard  Peters,  dated  the  30th  Octo- 
ber, 1786;  the  former  of  whom  was  President,  and  the  latter  member 
of  the  Board  of  War,  at  the  time  of  the  said  transaction  ;  that  the  letter 
from  the  said  Horatio  Gates  contains  the  following  passage : 

"  When  I  was  President  of  the  Board  of  War,  I  very  well  remember 
your  coming  to  Yorktown,  and  being  most  honorably  received  by  Con- 
gress. A  committee  was  immediately  appointed  to  wait  on  you,  and 
after  they  had  conferred  with  you,  you  were  invited  to  an  elegant  en- 
tertainment;  and  every  mark  of  distinction  was  shown  that  could  be 
shown  to  an  officer  of  the  first  rank,  into  whose  hands  the  inspection  and 
discipline  of  the  afmy  was  to  be  intrusted.  With  regard  to  pecuniary 
matters,  I  always  understood  they  were  to  be  settled  upon  the  most 
liberal  and  generous  plan,  regard  being  had,  not  only  to  the  high  station 
you  were  to  fill,  but  the  sacrifice  you  had  so  generously  made  in  coming 
to  serve  this  country." 

That  the  letter  from  the  said  Richard  Peters  contains  the  following 
.passages : 

Belmont,  October  30,  1785. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  my  recollection  of  what 
passed  at  Yorktown  relative  to  your  affairs,  on  your  arrival  at  that  place^ 
1  will  state  such  circumstances  as  I  became  acquainted  with.    They  are 
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thl^Af  sttoh  aa  I  understood  frofn  members  o#  Coogtfoti,  sbme  of 
were  appointed  to  assist  the  Commissioners  of  the  Uo«r4  of  Wsr,  aftd 
to  explain  and  commanieste  soeh  matters  as  were  neeessary  lor  our  io- 
formation  in  the  business  of  our  Department. 

You  were  receiyed  by  Congress  with  every  mark  of  dtftinction  their 
situation  admitted,  and  had  more  particular  attention  paid  to  you  ikmtk 
I  had  known  given  to  any  foreigner.  Mu<)h  pleasure  was  expressed  at 
the  arrival  of  a  person  of  your  military  knowledge  and  experieoee,  at  n 
time  when  the  want  of  discipline  in  our  army,  and  the  economy  it  pro- 
duces, were  severely  felt  and  regretted.  You  were  waited  upon  by  a 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  from  some  of  whom,  as  well  as  the 
other  members  of  Congress,  I  was  informed  that  you  had  conducted 
yourself,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  you  agreed  to  enter  our  service^ 
with  much  generosity  and  disinterestedness,  having  made  no  terms 
either  as  to  rank  or  pay ;  leaving  it  to  Congress,  after  experience  of  your 
talents  and  usefulness  as  a  volunteer  in  our  service,  to  nx  such  as  your 
merits  and  exertions  entitled  you  to.  Your  having  made  no  contract 
with  our  ministers  in  France  was  mentioned  as  a  circumstance  which 
prevented  embarrassments,  as  some  terms  had  been  made  with  gentle- 
men, which  did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress.  You  agreed  tp 
take  the  risk  of  our  affairs ;  if  we  were  unsuccessful,  you  would  of  conse- 
quence be  deprived  of  any  means  of  compensation  for  the  sacrifices  you 
had  made  of  a  handsome  revenue  in  Europe,  and  must  have  suffered 
the  loss  of  military  reputation  generally  attendant  on  unsuccessful  ser- 
vice. But  I  always  understood  and  believed  that  in  case  our  cause 
issued  happily,  and  your  conduct  was  approved,  Congress  deemed  it  a 
matter  of  obligation  on  the  United  States,  to  indemnify  you  for  the  losses 
and  expenses  you  had  sustained,  as  well  as  to  compensate  ycm  for  ser- 
vices, in  common  with  other  officers.  Precedents  for  such  indemnifica- 
tion having  been  established  even  antecedent  to  experience  in  service,. 
I  never  looked  upon  this  as  a  claim  upon  the  generosity,  but  a  demand 
upon  the  justice  of  this  countrv.  And,  although  there  was  no  written 
agreement  to  this  puipose,  there  was  clearly  an  implied  contract. 
Your  situation  being  fully  stated,  and  your  expectations  explained,  Con- 
gress desired  you,  through  their  President,  to  repair  to  camp  and  join 
the  army ;  and  the  Board  of  War  were  directed  to  assist  you  for  this 
purpose,  in  such  matters  as  were  requested." 

That  the  following  documents  have  been  supposed  to  militate  against 
t)ie  admission  of  the  contract  relied  upon  by  the  memorialist : 

First.  A  letter  from  him  to  Congress,  dated  Portsmouth,  Deeemher 
6th,  n77,  in  the  following  terms : 

Hon.  Gentlemen  :  The  honor  of  serving  a  respectable  nation,  en- 
gaged in  the  noble  enterprise  of  defending  its  rights  and  liberty,  is  the 
only  motive  that  brought  me  over  to  this  continent.  I  ask  neither  riches 
nor  titles ;  I  am  come  here  from  the  remotest  end  of  Germany,  at  my 
own  expense,  and  have  given  up  an  honorable  and  lucrative  rank ;  I 
have  made  no  condition  with  your  deputies  in  France,  nor  shall  I  make 
any  with  you.  My  only  ambition  is  to  serve  you  as  a  volunteer,  to  de- 
sire the  confidence  of  your  general-in-ohief,  and  to  follow  him  in  all  hia 
operations,  as  I  have  done  during  seven  campaigns  with  the  King  oi 
Ftussia;  two^and-twenty  years  passed  at  sudi  a  sdbool  seem  to  give  me^ 
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a  rij^t  of  thittkitig  nysMf  in  (he  number  of  experienced  officers ;  and  if 
I  %m  poas^90Qr  of  Bome  taleols  in  tbe  art  of  war^  they  aboiitd  be  nuch 
dearer  to  me  if  I  could  employ  them  in  tbe  service  of  a  republic  sveh 
«s  I  hope  aooB  to  see  Ai^eiioa.  I  flbould  willki^y  purchase,  at  ny 
whole  blood's  expense,  the  honor  of  seeing  one  day  my  name  after. those 
of  tbe  deieodcais  of  your  liberty.  Your  grocaous  acx^ptance  Will  be  suffi- 
cient tor  me,  and  1  ask  no  other  faror  than  to  be  receired  among  your 
oAcers.  I  dare  hope  you  will  agree  with  this  my  request,  and  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  your  orders  to  Boston,  wbeve  I  shaU  eoE- 
pect  them,  and  accordingly  take  convenient  measures. 
I  have  tbe  honcn*  to  be,  with  reaped,  honorable  gentlemen. 
Your  most  obedient  a«d  very  humble  servant, 

STEUBEN. 
Secondly.  A  report  on  the  files  of  Congress,  of  the  committee  which 
conferred  with  the  memorialist  at  Yorktown,  in  these  words  : 

The  Baron  Steuben,  who  was  a  lieutenant  general  and  aid-de-camp 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  desires  no  rank ;  is  willing  to  attend  General 
Washington,  and  be  subject  to  his  orders;  does  not  require  or  desfre  any 
eommand  of  a  particular  corps  or  diviirion,  but  Will  serve  occasionally,  as 
directed  by  the  general ;  expects  to  be  of  use  in  planning  encampments, 
^.,  and  promoting  the  discipKne  of  the  army.  He  heard,  before  he 
left  France,  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Americans  with  the  promotion 
of  foreign  officers;  therefore,  makes  no  terms,  nor  will  he  accept  of  any 
thing,  but  with  general  approbation,  and  particularly  that  of  General 
Washington. 

Tkirdiy.  A  Ifetter  from  the  momorialist  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
dated  in  December,  1782,  and  containing  this  passage  : 

*^  Mt  demands  were  these  :  To  join  the  army  as  a  volunteer ;  that  I 
wished  to  be  known  to  the  commander-in-chief,  and  to  leave  it  to  the 
oftcers  of  the  army,  if  my  capacity  entitled  me  to  hold  a  commission  in  it ; 
that  the  general  would  employ  me  in  such  a  branch,  where  he  thought  my 
•wrvices  most  useful ;  that  I  was  determined  not  to  ask  a  favor  or  reward 
previous  to  having  deserved  it ;  that,  however,  I  expected  from  the  gen- 
erosity of  Congress  that,  in  imitation  of  all  European  Powers,  they  wonld 
defray  my  expenses,  alUiough  a  volunteer,  according  to  the  rank  which 
I  hela  in  Europe,  as  well  for  myself  as  my  aids  and  servants. 

That  the  Secretary,  desirous  of  knowing  what  explanation  of  these 
dasumentsthe  memorialist  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  give,  did,  on  the 
26th  of  January  past,  write  to  him  a  letter  in  the  following  words : 

^^Ainong  the  diocuments  which  relate  to  the  circumstances  of  your  en- 
^nce  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  a  letter  from  you  to  Con^ 
peas,  dated  at  Portsmouth,  the  6th  of  December,  1777,  a  report  of  the 
•ottmittee  which  conferred  with  you  at  Yorktown,  and  a  letter  from  you 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  in  December,  1782.  Enclosed  yon 
^ill  6nd  copies  of  the  two  first,  and  an  extract  from  the  last.  As  these 
^Ay  seem  to  militate  against  your  claims,  as  founded  in  contract,  I  think 
H  proper,  before  I  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  upon  your  me* 
^^rial,  to  afibrd  you  an  opportunity  of  making  such  remarks  upon  those 
documents  as  may  appear  to  you  advisable." 

^Ti«t  to  this  letter  the  Secretary  received  an  answer,  dated  the  SfTth  of 
^  Mme  month,  of  whieh  the  following  in  a  translation  : 
17 
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Njbw  Youy  January  S7, 1790. 

Sir  :  The  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  to  me  yes- 
terdaj  I  have  received,  and  am  indebted  to  you  for  affording  me  an  op- 
portunity to  elucidate  the  nature  of  my  engagement  with  the  United 
States. 

From  the  information  I  received  of  the  minister  of  France,  that  the 
preferment  of  foreigners  to  military  employments  had  been  a  cause  of 
discontent  in  the  American  army,  I  foresaw  the  necessity  of  pursuing 
measures  different  from  those  which  had  been  adopted  by  my  predeces- 
sors, in  order  to  gain  admission  into  your  army. 

Being  sure  of  success  in  my  enterprise,  as  soon  as  the  commander^io- 
chief  and  the  army  should  be  convinced  of  the  advantages  of  my  military 
arrangements,  there  was  but  one  difficulty  to  surmount,  and,  from  the 
complexion  of  the  times,  that  difficulty  was  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 
It  depended  upon  obtaining  such  a  post  in  the  army  as  would  enable  me 
to  make  use  of  the  knowledge  of  my  profession,  and  to  render  it  benefi- 
cial to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  without  exciting  the  dissatis- 
faction and  jealousy  of  the  officers  of  your  army.  Any  conditions  pro- 
posed by  me,  under  the  secircumstances,  tending  to  ensure  me  a  recom- 
pense proportional  to  my  sacrifices  and  my  services,  would  not  have 
failed  to  render  all  negotiations  abortive.  But  proposals  to  serve  the 
United  States  as  a  volunteer,  without  rank  or  pay,  could  give  no  um- 
brage ;  and  surely  the  proposition  was  a  generous  one. 

Suppose,  however,  I  had  added  that,  for  the  honor  of  serving  the 
United  States,  I  had  resigned  in  my  native  country  honorable  and  lucra- 
tive employments ;  that  I  had  come  to  America,  at  my  own  expense,  for 
the  purpose  of  fighting  her  battles ;  and  that,  after  she  should  have  ob- 
^ined  her  independence,  I  would  decline  all  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices I  had  rendered  :  I  would  ask,  sir,  in  what  light  would  such  a  prop- 
osition have  been  received  by  so  enlightened  a  body  as  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  ?  To  me  it  appears  that  common  sense  would  have 
declared  the  author  of  such  a  proposition  to  be  either  a  lunatic  or  traitor. 
The  former,  for  his  coming  from  another  part  of  the  globe,  to  serve  a 
nation  unknown  to  him ;  at  the  same  time  renouncing  all  his  possessions 
for  a  cause  to  which  he  was  an  utter  stranger,  without  having  in  view 
the  gratification  of  ambition,  or  the  advancement  of  interest.  The  latter, 
as  it  might  appear  that  his  making  such  generous  proposals  to  introduce 
himself  into  your  array  was  with  the  most  dangerous  views,  for  which  be 
probably  received  compensation  from  the  enemy. 

In  either  of  these  aspects,  would  the  person  making  similar  proposi- 
tions have  been  admissible  ? 

What  measures,  then,  were  necessary  to  be  pursued  to  enable  me  to 
render  those  services  to  the  United  States  which  I  had  proposed  to 
myself  ? 

Having  made  these  observations,  sir,  I  entreat  you  to  read  my  letter 
to  Congress,  of  January,  1778 ;  badly  translated  as  it  is,  it  will  be  intelli- 
ble  to  you,  as  being  one  of  those  who  are  particularly  informed  of  the 
critical  situation  ^f  Congress  and  of  the  army  at  that  period  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

You  will  easily  discover,  sir,  that  this  letter  was  dictated  by  no  other 
motive  than  to  facilitate  my  reception  into  your  army.     The  effect  has 
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ansirared  mj  conjecttires  and  my  desires.  If,  howererr,  I  should  be 
charged  with  having  made  use  of  illicit  stratagems  to  gain  admission  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  I  am  sure  I  have  obtained  ray  pardon 
of  the  army,  and,  I  flatter  myself,  of  the  citizens  of  this  republic  in  gene- 
ral. In  consequence  of  this  letter,  I  was  directed  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress  to  jom  the  army ;  notwithstanding  which,  I  judged  it  neces- 
sary to  proceed  first  to  Yorktown,  as  well  to  pay  my  respects  to  that 
ausust  body  who  presided  over  a  nation  whom  I  was  going  to  serve,  as 
to  learn  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  which  might  result  to  me  from  so 
hazardous  an  enterprise.  At  my  arrival,  the  Congress  did  me  the  honor 
of  appointing  a  committee  to  confer  with  me.  If  my  first  letter  and  the 
answer  to  it  had  been  considered  by  them  as  a  sufficient  engagement, 
was  there  any  occasion  for  this  committee  ?  Was  there  any  necessity  for 
this  conferrence  ?  All  that  passed  in  this  conversation  is  sufficiently 
proved,  and  needs  no  further  repetition. 

If,  on  impartial  examination  of  the  subject,  it  should  appear  that  my 
propositions  to  this  committee  were  incompatible  with  my  first  letter  to 
Congress,  I  confess  that  my  judgment  misleads  me. 

I  represented  to  the  gentlemen  of  that  committee  that  I  had  not  entered 
into  any  agreement  with  the  American  commissioners  in  France ;  that  I 
would  not  insist  upon  making  any  at  present,  but  would  serve  the  United 
States  as  a  volunteer,  without  rank  or  pay,  on  condition,  notwithstand- 
ing, that  my  expenses  in  the  army  should  be  defrayed.  I  declared  to 
them  that  I  bad  no  other  fortune  than  a  revenue  of  about  six  hundred 
louis-d'ors,  arising  from  a  post  I  held  in  my  native  country,  which  I  was 
going  to  resign  to  serve  the  United  States,  being  disposed  to  hazard  the 
whole  on  the  event ;  and  that  not  until  I  had  succeeded  in  my  under- 
takings, and  the  United  States  had  obtained  their  liberty  by  a  satisfac- 
tory peace,  would  I  ask  an  indemnification  for  my  sacrifices  and  disburse- 
ments, and  for  such  other  marks  of  acknowledgment  and  generosity  as 
in  the  justice  of  Congress  should  be  deemed  adequate  to  my  services. 

It  appears  that  the  committee  reported  to  Congress  I  had  made  no 
conditions^  and  that  I  would  not  accept  of  any  thing  without  general 
i^nirobation,  and  particularly  that  of  General  Washington.  Although  I  do 
iK>t  allow  that  report  to  be  exact  in  its  literal  sense,  yet  I  do  not  find  it 
so  extraordinary,  that  expectations  founded  upon  the  event  of  a  revolu- 
tion of  this  nature  should  be  represented  as  making  no  stipulations. 
Besides,  it  seems  probable  that  the  politics  of  the  times  made  it  neces- 
sary to  give  sueh  a  complexion  to  the  report  as  would  remove  aU 


Permit  me,  sir,  to  suggest  here  a  question  :  Why  was  not  this  report 
(like  all  other  reports  of  committees)  entered  upon  the  journals  of  Con- 
Sress  ?  I  doubt  whether  it  would  have  been  contradicted  by  me  ;  but 
«t  least  it  would  have  affi>rded  me  an  opportunity  of  taking  precautions* 
I  assure  you,  sir,  upon  my  honor,  that  this  report  was  never  brought  into 
▼iew  previous  to  the  year  1788,  and  that  I  did  not  see  it  until  General 
Washington  had  the  goodness  to  send  me  a  copy  of  it.  But  be  this  as 
it  will,  no  person,  sir,  is  better  informed  than  yourself  how  difficult  it 
was  at  that  time  to  introduce  a  foreigner  into  your  army,  even  without 
^7  condition  whatever. 

With  regard  to  my  second  letter,  of  December,  1782, 1  confess  I  do 


not  find  in  that  anj  «dDti%diction  of  the  &ots  represealcd  ie  ha^ra  tekM 
.place  in  the  conference  at  Yorktown. 

In  this  letter  I  state  that  my  desttresf  were  io  join  your  army  as  a  yokm- 
teer ;  that  I  did  not  ask  any  employ  until  the  approbation  of  the  com^ 
mander*in-chief  and  the  opinion  of  the  army  slmiki  assign  me  a  place  in 
which  I  could  be  useful ;  that  I  ariied  no  compensation  until  it  was 
merited ;  provided,  however,  that  my  expenses  for  my  own  perffon,  as 
well  as  my  suite,  were  defrayed  by  the  United  States,  agreeably  t0  the 
usage  of  European  Powers.  I  perceive  that  it  may  be  asked,  whj  I  did 
not  at  that  time  insist  upon  my  contract  ?  I  answer,  that  it- was  my  woh 
never  to  mention  it,  as  it  appeared  to  me  more  honorable  to  the  United 
States,  and  more  flattering  to  mfyself,  to  receive  a  recdmpense  dictated 
rather  by  generosity  than  by  conditions,  and  that  it  was  with  relactanee, 
and  through  urgent  circumstances  upon  that  stipulation,  which  was  the 
basis  of  my  engagement  at  Yorktown.  But  there  is  another  reason  wl^ 
this  contract  was  not  mentioned  in  my  letter  immediately  after  the  oon- 
dusion  of  the  war. 

The  Congress  were  besieged  by  a  crowd  of  foreign  officers,  who  wei-e 
as  little  satisfied  as  the  national  troops,  which  was  a  circunoistanee  that 
probably  induced  some  respectable  persons,  then  members  of  Congress, 
(in  whom  I  placed  the  greatest  confidence,)  to  advise  rae  to  pass  over 
in  silence  all  that  related  to  a  former  contract,  and  to  rest  my  preten- 
sions solely  on  the  merit  of  my  services,  and  the  generosity  of  the 
United  States.  If  my  memory  is  faithful,  yourself^  sir,  were  of  the 
number  of  those  by  whose  opinion  I  was  governed. 
^  Once  more  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  it  is  with  regret  1  have  reoourse  to 
that  contract ;  but  there  remains  no  other  resource  to  obtain  that  jostiee 
which  is  due  to  me. 

These,  sir,  are  all  the  explanations  I  can  give  you ;  if  they  are  net 
sujficient,  I  submit  to  the  consequences.  Alt  that  I  ask  of  you  b,  to 
accelerate  the  decision  ;  no  event  can  render  my  situation  more  unhap- 
py :  in  fact,  it  is  insupportable. 

There  must  always  remain  one  consolation :  the  troth  of  the  facts 
stated  in  my  memorial  to  Congress  cannot  be  disputed,  without  raisniga 
doubt  of  the  veracity  of  some  of  the  most  worthy  and  respectable  charac^ 
ters  in  the  United  States,  several  of  whom  have  held,  or  now  hold,  the 
highest  places  in  (he  Government  of  their  country. 

Having  no  secretary,  you  will  please,  sir,  to  excuse  my  addfesskig  70<> 
an  a  language  which  is  more  familiar  to  me  than  the  English. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


The  Secretary  further  reports  : 

That  on  the  6th  of  May,  1778,  the  memorialist  was  appointed  iff 
Congress  inspector  general,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  major  general)^ 
which  was  afterwards  added  a  further  altowanee  for  the  extra  serri^ 
and  exp^ise  incident  to  the  oflhte  of  inspe^oqr  general. 

That  there  appears  on  the  journals  of  Congress,  a  report  of  a  oomtt^ 
tee  of  the  30th  of  December,  178S,  staling : 
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M.  Tbal'tlie  Baidn  de  Steuben  waa  possessed  in  Europe  of  respecta- 
ble, militarjr  raak,  aed  different  posts  of  honor  and  emolument,  which  he 
relinquisbed  to  come  to  America,  and  offer  bis  services  at  a  critical  period 
of  the  war,  and  without  any  previous  s^ulations. 

Sd.  That  eights  arrival, be  aetuallyengaged  in  the  army  in  a  very  dis- 
iilsresled  manner,  and  wi AoHt  compensations  similar  to  those  which  bad 
been  made  to  several  other  foreign  officers. 

Sd.  That  under  singular  difficulties  and  embarrassments  in  the  depart- 
■aatin  which  be  bad  been  employed,  be  has  rendered  very  important 
ind  substantial  services,  by  introducing  into  the  army  a  regular  formation 
and  exact  discipline,  and  by  establishing  a  spirit  of  order  and  economy 
in  the  interior  administration  of  the  regiments;  which,  besides  other 
adteaDt^eS)  have  been  productive  of  immense  savings  to  the  United 
States;  that,  in  the  commands  in  which  he  had  been  employed,  he  has, 
upon  all  occanons,  conducted  himself  like  a  brave  and  experienced  officer. 
The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  sacrifices  and  ser- 
vteesol  the  Baron  de  Steuben,  justly  entitle  him  to  the  distinguished 
Botice  of  Congress,  and  to  a  generous  compensation,  whenever  the  situ- 
ation of  public  affairs  will  admit. 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  Baron  de  Steuben  has  consid- 
erable arrearages  of  pay  doe  to  bim  from  these  Slates,  on  a  liquidated 
aicoimt,  and  that,  having  exhausted  his  resources,  it  is  now  indispensable 
that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  paid  to  him  for  his  present  support,  and 
ta  enable  him  to  take  the  field  another  campaign  ;  and  propose  that  the 
9m  of  tivo  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  him  for  that  purpose, 
and  charged  to  bis  account  aforesaid ;  whereupon,  Congress  resolved, 
That  the  foragoing/ proposal  of  the  committee,  be  referred  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Finance,  to  take  order. 

Th«t  on  the  l&tb  of  April,  1784,  Congress  did  also  resolve,  That  the 
thanks  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  be  given  to  Baron 
Stettben,  for  the  great  zeal  and  abilities  be  has  discovered  in  the  dis- 
tharge  of  the  several  duties  of  bis  office ;  that  a  gold-hilted  sword  be 
presented  to  bim,  as  a  mark  of  the  high  sense  Congress  entertain  of  his 
dttracler  and  services ;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  take 
order  for  procuring  the  same ;  that  the  proper  officers  proceed  to  the 
Itquidation  of  moneys  due  from  the  United  States  to  Major  General  Ba- 
tm  Steuben  ;  that  the  Siq>erinteDdent  of  Finance  report  to  Congress  his 
opinion  of  the  most  speedy  and  efficacious  means  of  procuring  and  pay- 
ing the  same,  either  here  or  in  Europe  ;  that  Baron  Steuben  be  assured 
that  Congress  wiU  adopt  these,  or  such  others  as  shall  appear  most  pro- 
per aiid  effectual  for  doing  him  that  justice  which  the  peculiarity  of  his 
case  authorizes. 

That  on  the  37th  of  September,  1785,  Congress  did  further  resolve. 
That,  in  fuU  consideration  of  the  Baron  de  Steuben's  having  relinquished 
different  posts  of  honor  and  emolument  in  Europe,  and  rendered  most 
eoieftiial  services  to  the  United  States,  he  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  in 
tdditton  to  former  grants ;  that  the  Baron  de  Steuben  has  received,  at 
different  times,  sums  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  pay  and  emoluments 
tanexed  to  his  station  in  the  American  armv,  to  the  commutation  of  a 
major  general,  and  to  the  sum  expressed  in  the  resolutbn  last  recited. 
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A  question  arises  whether  the  acceptance  of  these  appointments, 
emoluments,  and  allowances,  did  not  virtuallj  supersede  the  antecedent 
contract  relied  on  by  the  memorialist,  admitting  it  to  have  existed. 

To  which  he  answered :  ^^  That  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  an  individ- 
ual, in  accepting  from  a  Government  the  emoluments  annexed  to  a  station 
to  which  he  is  appointed  for  the  service  of  that  Government,,  unsolicited 
by  him,  could  renounce  a  prior  and  more  beneficial  contract. 

^^  That  the  more  natural  presumption  is,  that  Congress,  by  conferring 
those  emoluments,  meant  to  ascertain  and  limit  the  expenses  they  had 
stipulated  to  bear,  and  to  support  the  respectability  of  the  office  they  had 
thought  proper  to  create. 

>^  That,  as  a  major  general,  he  received  the  pay  and  other  emoluments 
allowed  to  other  major  f  Minerals  of  the  army ;  as  inspector  general,  be 
received  an  extra  allowance,  in  consideration  of  extra  trouble  and  expense. 

^^  That  the  emoluments  allowed  to  an  officer  in  service  can  only  be 
referred  to  the  services  he  renders ;  they  can  have  nothing  to  do  with 
an  indemnity  for  revenues  relinquished,  and  can  never  be  deemed,  by 
mere  inference  and  implication,  to  extinguish  a  contract  founded  on  that 
principle. 

^^  That,  with  regard  to  the  acceptance  of  the  last  grant,  it  was  a  matter 
of  pure  necessity,  proceeding  from  a  situation  absolutely  indigent ;  and 
that  the  reverse  of  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  it  has  been  uniformly 
manifested  on  his  part." 

Having  stated  the  foregoing  particulars,  which  are  the  most  material 
that  have  come  under  the  observation  of  the  Secretary,  relating  to  the 
claim  of  the  memorialist,  he  proceeds  to  remark  : 

That  the  statement  made  by  the  memorialist  of  what  passed  in  the 
conference  at  Yorktown,  is  authenticated  by  such  strong,  direct,  and  col- 
lateral evidence,  as  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  to  secure  fall 
credit  to  the  existence  of  the  fact.  Waiving;  the  regard  due  to  the  me* 
morialist's  own  assertion,  it  is  not  supposable  that,  if  his  representation 
had  been  ill  founded,  it  could  have  obtained  the  sanction  of  so  many 
disinterested  persons,  agents  in,  or  witnesses  to,  the  transaction.  That, 
notwithstanding  this,  it  may  be  inferred,  as  well  from  the  written  report 
of  the  committee  as  from  other  circumstances,  that  the  idea  of  a  preeiie 
contract  did  not  generally  prevail.  It  is  probable  that,  as  the  indemnity 
and  reward  for  the  sacrifices  and  services  of  the  Baron  were  by  him 
made  to  depend  on  the  success  of  a  national  revolution,  the  mention  of 
them  was  viewed  rather  as  a  suggestion  of  expecutions  than  as  a  stipu* 
lation  of  terms.  This  might  the  more  easily  have  happened,  as  it  if 
presumable  that  the  situation  of  aflfairs  at  the  time  must  have  disposed 
Congress  to  consider  an  officer  who  had  had  the  opportunities  of  the 
memorialist  as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  service,  and  to  regard  a  com- 
pliance with  the  expectations  intimated  by  him,  in  the  event  of  success, 
as  too  much  a  matter  of  course  to  need  a  stipulation.  That  this  view  of 
the  afiair  appears  to  the  Secretary  to  a£ford  a  satisfactory  solution  of  any 
difficulties  which  might  result  from  seemingly  discordant  circumstances^ 
and  to  place  all  the  parts  of  the  transaction  in  a  simple  and  consistent 

light.  , 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  as  it  cannot  with  propriety  be  questioned 
that  a  conversation  of  the  kind  stated  by  the  Baron  did  take  place  at  tbe 
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conference  at  Yorktown  ;  as  the  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  United 
States  are  acknowledged  to  hare  been  of  a  very  signal  and  very  meri- 
torious nature ;  as  the  expectations  alleged  to  have  been  signified  by 
him  in  the  conference  are  all  of  them  reasonable  in  themselves,  being 
nothing  more  than  that  his  necessary  expenses  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  should  be  defrayed  by  them ;  and  that  in  case  they 
should  establish  their  independence,  and  he  should  be  successful  in  his 
endeavors  to  serve  them,  then  he  should  receive  an  indemnification  for 
the  ificorae  he  had  relinquished  in  coming  to  this  country,  and  to  ^uch 
marks  of  the  generosity  of  the  Government  as  its  justice  should  dictate. 
The  Secretary  is  of  opinion  that,  whether  the  transaction  relied  upon 
by  the  Baron  be  deemed  to  have  the  force  of  a  contract  or  not,  it  will 
be  most  consistent  with  the  dignity  and  equity  of  the  United  States  to 
admit  it  as  the  basis  of  a  final  adjustment  of  his  claims. 

Should  this  opinion  appear  well  founded,  it  will  remain  to  designate 
the  rule  by  which  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  memorialist  are  to  be 
adjusted.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  his  actual  expenses  will 'not  be 
deemed  a  proper  one,  there  occurs  to  the  Secretary  no  better  criterion 
than  the  current  allowances  annexed  to  the  stations  he  filled.  This  ex- 
cludes the  half  pay  or  commutation.  It  is  presumed  that  the  current 
allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  American  army  in  general  were  regu- 
lated wholly  with  a  view  to  their  present  support,  according  to  their  re- 
spective situations,  and  the  half  pay  granted  as  a  future  reward. 

According  to  this  principle,  the  Secretary  has  caused  an  account  to 
be  stated,  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  in  which  the  memorialist  is  cred- 
ited with  his  emoluments  as  major  general  and  inspector  general,  (ex- 
dasive  of  half  pay  or  commutation,)  and  with  an  annuity  of  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  guineas,  (being  the  amount  of  the  income  stated  to  have 
been  relinquished  bv  him,)  from  the  time  he  left  Europe  to  the  last  of 
December,  1789,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  and  is  charg- 
ed with  all  the  moneys,  under  whatever  denomination,  received  by  him 
from  the  United  States,  with  interest  at  the  like  rate  ;  upon  which  state- 
ment there  is  a  balance  in  his  favor  for  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-six  dollars  and  seventy-four  ninetieths. 

In  addition  to  this,  he  would  be  entitled,  for  the  remainder  of  his  Ufe, 
to  the  yearly  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  guineas,  as  a  continuation 
of  the  indemnity  for  the  income  relinquished,  and  to  such  reward  as  the 
Government  in  its  discretion  should  think  fit  to  allow ;  for  which  pur- 
pose a  moderate  grant  of  land,  if  deemed  expedient,  would  suffice. 

The  Secretary  begs  leave  further  to  state  that  there  is  good  ground  to 
believe  that  the  above-mentioned  balance  will  be  short  of  a  sufficient 
sum  to  discharge  the  debts  now  owing  by  the  memorialist,  and  contract- 
ed partly  to  enable  him  tp  come  to  this  country,  and  partly  for  his  sub- 
sistence here ;  and,  in  the  last  place,  to  observe  that  the  situation  of  the 
memorialist,  who  (being  a  foreigner)  voluntarily  came  to  offer  his  ser- 
vices to  the  United  States  in  a  critical  and  perilous  moment,  and  who, 
from  the  circumstance  of  his  having  been  a  foreigner,  is  less  likely  to 
participate  in  the  collateral  rewards  which  in  numerous  instances  await 
those  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  American  Revolution, 
(while  he  cannot,  like  many  other  foreign  officers,  look  for  rewards  else^ 
^here,)  gives  a  peculiarity  to  his  case  which  strengthens  his  other  pre* 
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a  nature  pepuUarlj  vkiuable  and  interealiDg  to  the  AmericaD  cauee,  aad 
aiieh  as  furnish  weighty  considerations,  as  well  public  as  peraonal,  for 
rescuing  him  from  the  indigence  in  which  ha  is  now  involFed,  and-  from 
the  still  greater  extremities  with  which  he  ia  threatened.  A  settlement 
on  the  principles  sugsested  in  this  report  will  terminate  all  the  claims 
q£  the  memorialist  on  the  United  States  in  a  manner  equally  satisfactory 
to  him  and  honorable  to  them. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  qf  the  Treoiunf. 


Claimifor  expensei  in  Setting  Accounts j  Dq>reciaHon  and  Sauntg 

Lands. 

Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  12,  1790. 

Trsasurt  Djbpartmicmt,  April  10^  1790. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of  William  Finnic, 
referred  to  him  by  an  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Sflth  of  September  last,  respectfully  reports : 

That  the  relief  sought  by  the  petitioner  relates  to  the  following 
objects : 

First.  An  allowance  for  expenses  incident  to  his  attendance  at  tbe 
seat  of  Government,  for  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

Secondly.  A  compensation  for  a  loss  sustained  on  the  sale  of  certtfi* 
cafe  issued  to  him  for  the  balance  which  appeared  due  to  him  on  that 
settlement. 

Thirdly.  Depreciation  and  pay,  in  the  capacity  of  a  commissary  of 
military  stores,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1T77,  to  the  1st  of  January, 
IWl. 

Fourthly.  An  allowance  of  land  as  a  colonel  of  the  army,  in  virtue  of 
a  commission  from  Congress^  appointing  him  deputy  quarter  master  gen- 
eral, with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

That,  as  to  the  first  article,  the  allowance  claimed  would,  contrary  to 
general  usage,  the  reverse  of  which  would  be  productive  of  considerable 
expense  to  the  public,  and  would  oAen  (though  not  in  the  present  in* 
stance)  reward  delinquency,  by  indemnifying  individuals  for  delays 
occasioned  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  by  their  own  mismanage- 
mefix. 

That,  as  to  the  second  article,  it  is  the  common  case  of  every  person 
who  has  received  a  certificate  for  money  owing  to  him  from  the  public, 
and  parted  with  it  for  less  than  its  nominal  value ;  and  cannot  therefore 
be  discriminated  by  particular  relief. 

That,  as  to  tbe  third  article,  the  facts  are  as  follow : 

Extraeisfrcm  the  facts  in  the  third  article. 
The  memorialist,  being  deputy  quartermaster  general,  waspaid  as  sueb, 
but  had  exhibited  a  claim  for  pay,  rations,  and  depreciation,  as  a  commfs- 
aary  of  military  stores,  which  claim  was  rejected  by  the  auditor  on  these 
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ffouwiSj  as  sttted  in  lubaUtiiee  by  bm :  ^Tbat  to  support  a  elaim  on  the 
priociple  of  a  compensation  for  extra  service  it  ought  to  be  shown  that 
sach  service  h^  been  performed*  after  the  period  which  payment  had 
been  made  by  the  Board  of  War,  that  is,  Ist  of  October,  1799." 

That,  as  a  claim  to  a  stipend  attached  to  an  office,  it  wm  uftadvisable, 
because  contrar/  to  a  regulation  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  enjoyme«t 
of  the  emoluments  of  tvto  offices  by  one  person.  It  further  appears  that, 
on  a  submission  of  the  same  claim  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  on  the  25tb 
of  April,  1789,  that  board  decided  against  it ;  from  which  the  Secretary 
is  of  opinion  that  a  revision  of  the  matter  would  be  inexpedient. 

That,  as  to  the  4th  article,  the  claim  is  founded  upon  a  commismon 
from  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  the  28th  of  March,  1776,  appoint- 
ing the  memorialist  deputy  quartermaster  general  in  the  southern  depart- 
ment, with  the  rank  of  colonel ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  warranted 
either  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  bounties  of  lands  to 
officers  and  soldiers,  or  by  the  practice  upon  those  resolutions,  nor  does 
any  circumstance  occur  to  justify  the  allowance  tethe  memorialist,  with- 
out extending  it  to  a  number  of  other  persons  in  a  like  situation. 

That,  upon  the  whole  matter,  though  the  misfortunes  of  the  petitioner, 
added  to  the  zeal  manifested  by  him  in  the  public  service,  appeared  to 
the  Secretary  to  entitle  his  case  to  as  favorable  a  consideration  as  a  due 
attention  to  .general  principles  would  permit,  .yet  he  has  not  been  able 
to  discover  sufficient  and  unexceptionable  ground  upon  which,  in  his 
opinion,  any. part  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  may  with  propriety  be 
granted. 

All  of  which  is  humbly  subn^itted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

.   Secretary  qf  the  TVeofwrg.^  ^ 


The  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Sarah  Stirling,  reports : 

That  the  late  Lord  Stirling,  deceased,  husband  of  the  petitioner,  was 
a  major  general  in  the  American  army,  and  died  while  in  actoal  ser-* 
liee  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1789. 

That  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  an  allowance  of  seven  years'  half 
pay  of  faer  late  husband  as  a  major  general,  and  that  this  allowance  is 
fonnded  on  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  August, 
1780. 

That  it  will  appear,  by  the  certificate  of  the  treasurer  of  New  Jersey, 
herewith  annexed.  No.  I,  that  the  said  ^even  years' half  pay,  or  any 
thing  in  lieu  thereof,  has  not  been  paid  by  the  said  State  of  New  Jersey, 
of  which  Lord  Stirling  was  a  citizen. 

That  it  will  appear,  by  the  certificate  No.  2,  that  the  petitioner  pre- 
ferred a  petition  to  the  late  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  that  a  report 
thereon  was  read  the  28th  of  July,  1786,  which  was,  that  the  petitioner 
sbooM  be  reoomuiended  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  benefit  of 
the  resolve  of  August  24th,  1780 ;  but  the  said  report  does  not  iqppear 
to  have  been  acted  upon. 

*lWlKre»^  It  dtd  not  appear,  id  Ute  CMe»  tliat  say  aslra ierrtoa  baa  baea  peifaiawd. 
18 
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Tin  petttoner  being  entitled  to  the  pronsion  estabtisbed  by  tbe  re* 
•riiret  of  tbe  Uih  and  2dtb  of  August,  1780,  the  Secrettrj  of  War  is 
qS  optnioD  that,  therefore,  it  would  be  proper  to  make  proTision  for 
paying  to  Sarah  Stirling,  the  widow  of  the  late  Major  General  Stirling, 
the  sum  of  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  serentj-two  dollars,  being  the 
half  pay  of  a  major  general  in  the  late  American  army  for  the  term  of 
aeven  years.  \   ' 

Tbe  Secretary  of  War  embraces  the  occasion  of  this  report  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  an  estimate  of  the  arrearages  which  are  stated  by  the 
several  States  to  be  due  to  the  widows  and  orphans;  To  this  estimate 
it  will  be  necessary  to  add  such  sums  as  Congress  may  authorize  during 
dM  present  session. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  (^  War. 

War  DBPAETMKirT,  July  26,  1790. 

An  estimate  of  the  arrearages  due  to  widows  and  orphans  of  officers 
of  the  late  army  of  the  United  States. 

New  Hampshire,  $^^  SS} 

Mwsachusetts,  none. 

Rhode  Island,  2,810  0» 

Connecticut, none. 

New  York, none. 

New  Jersey, 995  17 

Pennsylvania,     ....        no  return  received. 

'  Delaware, none. 

Maryland,  ........         1,073  SSJ 

•North  Carolina, 16,960  00 

South  Carolina^  •        •        .        no  return  recerred. 

Virginia,  none. 

Georgia,  •         •        .        .        no  rerum  received^ 

#20,614  a>| 

To  this  estimate  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  such  sums  as  Cosgresfr  maj 
authorize  during  the  present  session^ 

H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 
War  Dkpabtmejit,  July  26,  1790. 


Seven  years'*  half  pay  to  widows  and  children  of  officers  whb  died  in  set- 

vice. 
Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatively  February  15^  X79}« 

War  OmcEy  Feimmy  14;  1791 . 
The  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  whom  were  rererred  the 
petitions  of  Anne  Roberts,  and  of  the  orphan  children  of  the  late  Major 
Andrew  Leitch,  and  of  the  late  Captain  Wlttiam  White,  reports : 

*  Nortli  CaroUna  coauMnoed  pajriMat  m  178C  ■ 
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That  it  ttpp^an,  upon  eitmittaiioD»  that  the  bite  Owea  Roberts  w9b  a 
colonel  of  the  South  Carolioa  contioental  regiment  of  artillery,  and  that 
he  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  service  of  his  country  on  the  20th  day 
of  June,  1779. 

That  Andrew  Leitch  was  a  major  of  the  first  Virginia  continental  regi- 
ment, and  that  he  was  killed  in  the  service  of  his  country  the  16th  day  of 
September,  1776- 

That  William  White  was  a  captain  in  the  Massachusetts  line,  and  thiit 
he  was  killed  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  October,  1781.  < 

That,  conformably  to  the  resolve  of  Congressof  the  24th  of  August,  1 780, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Owen  Roberts  was  entitled  to  the  half  pajr 
for  seven  years  of  a  colonel  of  artillery. 

That  the  orphan  children  of  the  late  Major  Andrew  l^eitch  were  en- 
titled to  the  half  pay  of  a  majoc  for  seven  years. 

That  the  children  of  the  late  Captain  William  White,  the  widow  hav* 
ing  intermarried,  were  entitled  to  the  half  pay  of  a  captain  for  seven  y eari. 

That,  conformably  to  the  said  resolve,  the  widow  and  children  afore- 
said ought  to  have  had  the  said  half  pay  advanced  to  them,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  States  to  which  the  aforesaid  officers  respec- 
tively belonged. 

That  it  appears,  from  the  returns  and  examinations  of  the  aceoimis  of 
die  States  of  Virainia  and  Massachusetts,  that  the  said  half  pay  has  not 
been  advanced  the  orphans  of  the  beforementioned  deceased  officera, 
Major  Andrew  Leitch,  and  Captain  William  Whit^«  That  the  aecouata 
of  South  Carolina  for  the  sums  advanced  the  widows  and  orphans  of  that 
State  have  not  yet  been  produced,  but  it  is  highly  probable  there  will  not 
be  any  charge  for  the  object  of  the  present  petition.  But  it  will  be  prop- 
er to  take  all  due  precautions  on  this  subject,  as  hereafter  mentioned* 

That  it  is  most  probable,  from  the  information  received,  that  the  mm- 
payment  of  the  said  half  pay  has  not  been  owing  to  any  disinclioalioii  pf 
the  said  States,  but  to  the  want  of  proper  application. 

On  this  statement  the  Secretary  of  War  observes,  that  the  only  circum- 
stance which  is  opposed  to  granting  the  prayers  of  the  aforesaid  petitions 
would  be  a  rigid  construction  of  the  resolves  of  the  late  Congress,  limit- 
iAg  the  time  for  producing  claims  against  the  United  States.  ^ 

While  the  Secretary  of  War  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  a  firm  adherence,  generally,  to  the  resolves  of  limitation,  he  is  hkU- 
ned  to  the  opinion  that  the  claims  of  the  aforementioned  widow  and  or- 
phans cannot  with  justice  be  considered  as  involved  in  the  beforemeq- 
tioned  resolves  of  limitation. 

The  resolves  of  the  2d  of  November,  1786,  and  23d  July,  1787,  relate 
to  persons  having  unliouidated  demands  for  military  services,  and  for 
claims  in  the  several  staff  departments  and  in  the  marine ;  that  they  were 
to  produce  their  claims  io  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  widows  or  orphans  claiming  pensions  were,  by  the  arrange- 
ment of  Congress,  to  apply  to  the  States  to  which  the  deceased  officers 
belonged.  Had  the  widow  or  orphan  children  of  any  officer,  who  died 
ia  the  service,  and  who  belonged  to  any  individual  State,  applied  to  Con- 
gress in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  resolves,  they  would  have  been  re-> 
ferred  to  the  said  State,  in  the  same  manner  as  before^  the  said  resolves 

were  passed^ 


140 

Tke  resolre  of  the  llth  of  i^une,  1788,  relates  soleljto  the  claims  of 
HiTalids,  and  cannot,  in  anj  manner,  be  construed  to  comprehend  the 
ease  of  the  widows  and  orphans.  It  is  most  probable  (hat  Congress  coti- 
•idered  any  resolves  upon  this  sort  of  claims  unnecessary,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  widows  and  orphans  entitled  to  pensions  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
cress  had  received  the  same,  annually,  of  the  respective  States.  But 
It  has  appeared  that  (here  are  a  few  existing,  and  probably  but  a  few,  well- 
founded  claims  of  this  nature. 

Applying  these  general  ideas  to  the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  is  of  opinion  that  the  cause  of  justice  and  the  dignity  of  the 
United  Sta^s  require  that  the  prayers  of  the  beforementioned  petitioners 
should  be  granted ;  and  that  therefore  it  would  be  proper,  by  law,  to  di- 
ract  and  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Owen  Roberts,  who  was  killed  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  for  the  amount  of  seven  years'  half  pay  of  a  colo- 
Bel  of  artillery,  upon  the  principles  directed  by  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  persons  therein  mentioned  or  described,''  passed  lltb 
of  August,  1790;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  issue  hi^  certifi- 
cate for  the  amount  accordingly :  provided  it  shall  be  first  made  to  appear 
that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  has  not  paid  the  said  widow  the  pension 
to  which  she  is  entitled  by  the  resolves  of  Congress. 

That  the  Comptroller,  in  like  manner,  adjust  the  account  of  the  or- 
phan children  ef  the  late  Major  Andrew  Leitch,  who  was  killed  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  for  the  amount  of  seven  years'  half  pay  of  a  ma- 
jor of  infantry  ;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  issue  Lis  certifi- 
cate accordingly. 

*  That  the  said  Comptroller  adjust,  in  like  manner,  the  account  of  the 
children  of  the  late  Captain  William  White,  who  was  killed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  for  the  amount  of  seven  years'  half  pay  of  a  captain ; 
and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  issue  his  certificate  accordingly. 

AH  of  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

H.  KNOX, 

SecrttaryofWoar. 


War  Office,  February  26, 1791. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  Simeon  Thayer,  reports : 

That  the  petitioner  was  an  officer  of  excellent  reputation  in  the  Rhode 
Island  line. 

That  it  appears,  by  the  certificates  and  papers  annexed,  that  the  peti- 
tioner, on  the  28th  of  June,  1778,  lost  his  right  eye  by  the  efiect  of  a  can* 
Bon  ball.  That  he  is  apprehensive  that  he  shall  also  lose  the  sight  of  the 
other  eve. 

Tha^  therefore,  the  petitioner  prays  that  he  may  be  at  liberty  to  return 
his  commutation  certificates,  and  to  be  placed  upon  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States. 

On  this  petition  the  Secretary  of  War  remarks,  that,  could  the  merib 
of  the  petitioner  as  an  officer,  or  the  injury  received,  form  a  sufficient 
exception  to  a  general  rule,  he  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  invalid  list 
at  half  pay.    But  the  resolve  of  the  1 1th  June,  1788,  is  opposed  to  this 
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The  Seeretarjr  ^  War,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitioiis  of  the 
widows,  or  the  children,  or  the  representatives  of  the  children,  of  the 
eonmissioned  oflBcers  hereinafter  named,  who  were  killed  or  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  respectfoUj  re* 
ports: 

That  having  investigated  the  claims  severally,  and  the  evidence  ae* 
eoiiq)an7ing  the  same,  as  well  as  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  pnblte 
offices,  the  result  is  herein  submitted : 

Pir$L  That  it  appears  that  William  Bond,  deceased,  was  commis- 
sioned by  Congress  as  the  colonel  of  the  !S5tb  regiment  of  foot,  on  the 
Utday  of  January,  1776,  and  that  he  died  while  in  public  service  at 
Ticonderoga  on  the  Slst  day  of  August,  of  the  same  year. 

That  the  petitioner,  Lucy  Bond,  was  left  the  widow  of  the  deceased 
William  Bond,  with  nine  young  children  to  support  and  educate,  and 
that  she  still  remains  a  widow. 

That  the  said  widow  has  not  received  any  compensation  for  the  seven 
years'  half  pay  allowed  in  such  cases  by  the  United  States. 

Second.  That  it  appears^  that  Wadkigh  Noy^Sy  deceased,  was  a  Ucut 
teaant  in  the  9th  Massachusetts  regiment,  and  that  he  was  mortally 
wounded  at  Saratoga,  the  7th  October,  1777  ;  of  which  wounds  he  diod 
the  27th  day  of  the  same  month  and  year. 

That  the  widow  of  the  deceased  lieutenant  having  intermarried,  the 
present  petition  is  presented  in  behalf  of  her  three  children,  had  by  the 
Slid  Wadleigh  Noyes,  deceased. 

That  the  said  widow  or  children  have  not  received  any  compensation 
for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  in  such  cases  allowed  by  the  United  States. 

Third.  That  it  appears  Bernard  Eiliot^  deceased,  was  a  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  South  Carolina  regiment  of  artillery  on  continental  estab- 
lishment, and  that  he  died  on  the  25th  of  October,  1778,  while  in  public 
service. 

That  no  compensation  has  been  made  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay 
in  such  cases  allowed  by  the  United  States,  either  to  the  widow  who 
his  since  married,  or  to  the  only  son  of  the  deceased,  in  whose  behalf 
the  petition  is  presented. 

Fourth.  That  it  appears  the  late  Samuel  Wise,  deceased,  was  major 
of  the  3d  South  Carolina  regiment  of  infantry  on  continental  establish- 
ment, and  that  he  was  killed  while  in  public  service  at  the  lines  of  Sa- 
vannah on  the  9th  day  of  October,  1779. 

That  no  compensation  has  been  made  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay. 

That  the  petition  states  that  Jane  Ann  Ball,  the  wife  of  the  petitioner^ 
Joseph  Ball,  is  the  only  child  of  the  deceased  .Major  Samuel  Wise ;  and 
from  the  register  of  her  baptism,  which  is  produced,  it  would  appear 
that  she  was  probably  about  the  age  of  fourteen  years  at  the  time  of  her 
father's  death  ;  and  that  the  petition  further  states  that  the  widow  of  the 
said  deceased  is  dead. 

Fifth.  That  it  appears  that  Benjamin  HugeTy  deceased,  was  major  of 
the  5lh  South  Carolina  regiment  on  cctntinental  establishment,  and  thai 
he  was  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  while  on  duty  befo«^ 
the  lines  of  Charleston,  on  the  11th  day  of  May,  1779,  leaving  a  widow 
and  three  children. 

That  his  said  widow  still  remains  such  ;  and  that  she  has  not  received 
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an j  compensatiM  for  the  seren  years'  haif  pay  in  sueli  cases  allowed  by 
tiie  United  States. 

Sixth.  That  it  appears  John  Bush^  deceased,  was  a  lientenant  in  the 
9d  South  Carolina  regiment  on  continental  establishment,  and  that  be 
was  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  the  lines  of  Savannah, 
the  9th  day  of  October,  1779. 

That  the  petition  states  the  deceased  left  three  daughters,  bat  it 
does  not  appear  whether  there  was  or  is  a  widow ;  and  it  appears  that 
no  compensation  has  been  made  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  in  such 
oases  allowed  by  the  United  States. 

Seventh.  That  it  appears  Charles  Motte,  deceased,  was  major  of  the 
id  South  Carolina  regiment  on  continental  establishment,  and  that  he 
WM  killed  in  the  public  service  at  the  lines  of  Savannah,  on  the  9th  day 
of  October,  1779. 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  there  are  two  minor  children,  and  that 
the  widow  of  the  deceased  has  since  married. 

That  it  appears  no  compensation  has  been  made  for  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  in  such  cases  allowed  by  the  United  States. 

Eighth.  That  it  appears  that  Richard  Shubrick  was  a  captain  of  the 
2d  South  Carolina  regiment  on  continental  establishment,  and  that  he 
died  while  in  public  service  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  1777. 

That  the  petitioner  states  the  widow  of  the  deceased  to  have  since  in- 
termarried, and  that  the  deceased  left  two  daughters,who  are  now*living. 

That  it  appears  no  compensation  has  been  made  for  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  in  such  cases  allbwed  by  the  United  States. 

On  due  consideration,  the  Secretary  of  War  is  of  opinion  that  each 
and  every  case  hereinbefore  recited  was  fully  comprehended  in  the  pro- 
vision for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  to  the  widows  or  orphans  of  de- 
ceased officers,  established  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  August, 
1780. 

But  the  lapse  of  time  and  other  circumstances  since  the  decease  of  the 
said  officers  may  possibly  occasion  some  objection  to  the  propriety  of 
Congress  complying  with  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitions  at  this  period. 

First,  from  the  consideration  that  this  subject  was  recommended  to 
the  several  States,  who  it  is  presumed  would  have  made  due  provision 
for  their  own  citizens,  more  especially  as  the  allowance  was  to  be  at  the 
general  expense  of  the  United  States.  And,  secondly,  from  the  consid- 
eration that  claims  of  this  nature  may  be  construed  as  involved  in  the 
general  resolves  of  limitation  relative  to  the  services  and  supplies  of  the 
late  war. 

But  it  may  be  observed,  with  respect  to  the  first  objection,  that  it  ap- 
pears from  unequivocal  testimony,  under  the  seal  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  that  the  said  State  never  in  any  instance  made  provision  for 
tlie  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  were  killed  or  who  died  in  the 
service  during  the  late  war. 

Of  the  eight  before-recited  petitions,  six  of  them  are  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina ;  the  other  two  are  from  Massachusetts.  The  reasons 
given  why  the  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Bond,  and  the  children  of  the 
kte  Lieutetiant  Wadleigh  Noyes,  were  not  provided  for  by  Massacho- 
setts,  are  obscure  and  unsatisfactory. 


Tlia  one,  it  seems  from  tbe  evideiice,  beesuse  the  oolenePs  cottmiift* 

sioD  was  not  produeed  at  tbe  time  of  application  ;  and  the  other,  beoauae 
tbe  lieutenant's  rank  and  death  were  not  fully  established.  But  what* 
ever  were  the  reasons  which  prevented  the  petitioners'  receiving  com*>. 
pensation  from  their  Statei  the  subscriber  is  of  opinion  that  the  widow 
of  the  said  Colonel  Bond,  and  the  children  of  the  said  Wadleigh  Noyesi^ 
are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  provision  established  by  the  resolves  of 
the  24th  af  August,  1780. 

How  far  the  second  objection  is  wfeU  fonnded,  that  is,  whether  claims 
of  this  nature  are  involved  in  the  limitation  acts,  is  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. The  Secretary  of  War  humbly  offers  it  as  his  opinion,  that  tbe 
interest,  dignity,  and  justice  of  the  United  States  combine  to  oppose  a 
ri^d  construction  of  the  resolves  of  limitation,  applying  to  the  cases  of 
widows  and  orphans,  whose  obscure  and  helpless  situation  prevented  a 
proper  application  in  due  tirne^  The  reasons  for  this  opinion  are  givea 
at  large  in  a  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
raary  last,  on  the  case  of  sundry  widows  and  orphans,  to  which,  in  order 
to  prevent  repetition,  the  subscriber  humbly  begs  leave  to  refer. 

But  if  any  doubts  should  be  entertained  upon  this  subject,  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  the  11th  of  August,  1790,  in  favor  of  Frances  Eleanor 
Laurens,  the  orphan  daughter  of  the  late  Colonel  John  Laurens,  who 
was  killed  ivbile  in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States,  would  seem  to  dis* 
sipate  theoQ;  for  the  circumstances  of  that  ease  differ  in  no  essential 
particular  from  the  eases  herein  reported,  belonging  to  the  State  of  South 
Carolina.  And  the  case  of  Sarah,  the  widow  of  the  late  Major  General 
Stirling,  provided  for  by  the  said  act,  is  similarly  circumstanced  to  the 
claim  of  tbe  widow  of  Colonel  Bond,  and  the  children  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Wadleigh  Noyes. 

If  Congress,  therefore,  should  please  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  before- 
mentioned  widows  and  children  of  the  said  officers,  who  were  killed  or 
who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  might  be  proper  to  direct 
th^  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  should  adjust  the  claims  for  the 
seven  years'  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th 
of  August,  1780  ;  and  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  issue  his  certificates 
accordingly  to  the  widov^s  or  orphan  children,  as  the  cases  respectively 
may  be,  of  the  late  Colonel  William  Bond,  Lieutenant  Wadleigh  Noyes, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard  Elliot*  of  the  artillery,  Major  Samuel  Wise, 
Major  Benjamin  Huger,  Lieutenant  John  Bush,  Major  Charles  Motte, 
and  Captain  Richard  Sfaubrick,  deceased,  all  of  whom  were  either  killed 
or  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Departmbnt,  November  23,  1791. 


War  Department,  January  22,  1793. 

The  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Wishart,  reports : 

The  petitioner  states  that,  in  November,  1776,  he  was  appointed  a 
lieutenant  in  the  fifteenth  regiment  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  that  he 
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served  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  that  in  consequence  of  the  master  and 
pay-rolls  of  the  Virginia  line,  subsequent  to  1778,  being  destroyed  io 
the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  year  1780,  by  the  British  forces,  he  can- 
not obtain  the  settlement  and  payment  of  his  accounts. 

That  be  appears  upon  the  pay-rolls,  now  in  the  late  office  of  the  com- 
missioner of  army  accounts,  for  the  years  1777  and  1778,  and  that  his 
senrices  in  the  southern  department,  particularly  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
are  evidenced  by  certificates  for  the  years  1779,  1780,  and  until  Aprfl, 
1781,  when  he  was  taker/ prisoner  by  the  British  troops,  and  continued 
in  captivity  until  the  surrender  of  Yorktown,  in  the  month  of  October 
followinf^. 

In  support  of  this  petition  the  following  certificates  are  produced : 

1st.  Of  Colonel  David  Mason,  the  colonel  of  the  fifteenth  regiment, 
certifying  the  petitioner's  being  in  service  until  the  last  of  July,  1778, 
dated  the  11th  of  January,  1787. 

2d.  Of  Colonel  James  Innes,  purporting  that  he  understood  the  peti- 
tioner was  kept  in  service  until  some  time  in  the  year  1779,  dated  16th 
October,  1791. 

3d.  Of  Colonel  Josiah  Parker,  formerly  of  the  Virginia  line,  stating 
bis  knowledge  of  the  petitioner  while  with  the  northern  army,  and,  also, 
.  in  all  the  different  invasions'  in  Virginia,  dated  the  9th  of  December, 
1791. 

4th.  Of  Brigadier  General  Muhlenberg,  who,  in  1780,  was  senior  con- 
tioental  officer:  he  certifies  that  he  considered  the  petitioner  as  a  conti- 
nental officer,  and  employed  him  as  such  until  April,  1781,  when  he  was 
surprised  and  taken  prisoner ;  and  that  this  is  stated,  certified  from 
vouchers  in  his  hands,  and  his  personal  knowledge,  having  received  a 
satisfactory  account  in  what  manner  the  petitioner  had  been  employed 
during  the  time  he  had  been  in  Virginia,  dated  the  2d  of  January,  1793. 
Several  of  the  foregoing  certificates  testify  that  the  petitioner  was  a  valu- 
able officer. 

5th.  A  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  Virginia,  '^  that  the  petitioner  has 
not  received  his  pay  and  depreciation  as  an  officer  of  the  Virginia  line 
on  continental  establishment,"  dated  the 

But  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts  produces  the  following  objec- 
tions to  the  claim  of  the  petitioner : 

•*  War  Department, 
Accountant's  Office^  January  9,  179S. 

"  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  requesting  my  objeC' 
tiona  on  your  claim  against  the  United  States,  for  services  done  and  per- 
formed as  lieutenant  in  the  late  line  of  Virginia,  t  shall  briefly  ^te 
them  ;  they  are  as  follows,  viz : 

*^  1st.  In  the  month  of  June,  1778,  a  partial  arrangement  of  the  army 
took  place,  at  which  time  many  officers  became  supernumerary,  and,  in 
September  or  October  following,  the  arrangement  of  the  Virginia  line 
had  taken  effect. 

^'  2d.  The  muster-rolls  of  a  regiment  have  always  been  the  guide  to  a 
settlement  of  army  accounts.     In  the  muster-rolls  of  the  regiment  to 


whieh  yoa  beloaged,  7M  Imit6  b#ui  M%  Mi  from  Ae  1st  dijr  of  April, 
1778. 

^*  Sd.  Od  the  arrangement  of  the  Virginia  line,  in  1781,  under  the-acta 
of  Congress  of  the  Sd  and  2l9t  of  October,  1780,  you  have  not  been 
mentioDed,  and 

^*4th.  On  the  arrangemeait  of  the  same  line,  in  1782,  when  all  the 
officers  of  that  line,  who  were  considered  in  continental  service,  were 
called  on  to  state  their  claims  and  rank  to  a  board  of  officers  appointed 
by  the  commanding  officer  to  decide  on  them,  it  does  not  appear  that 
my  af^cation  on  your  part  was  made  to  the  board  ;  neither  does  it  ap* 
pear  that  the  board  considered  you  as  an  officer  of  the  line  ;  for,  if  they 
had,  you  would  certainly  have  been  mentioned  on  their  minutes,  as  ant 
emridered  in  service^  retiring  from  U  with  the  emoluments^  or  super* 
^ededfor  non<ampUanee  with  the  general  orders. 

'*  The  certificates  produced  of  your  services,  I  grant,  are  given  by  re- 
spectable characters ;  but,  air,  they  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  invalidate  the 
ioregoing  objections.  For  it  is  well  known  that  the  State  of  Virginia, 
when  she  wanted  officers  to  command  either  militia  or  levies,  when< 
not  incoiporated  with  continental  troops,  of  choice  employed  those, 
of  the  late  army,  who  were  supernumerary,  or  who  had  retired  from 
service. 

^^On  the  whole,  I  am  opinion  that  you  must  consider  yourself  a  super- 
DUfflerary  officer,  and  that  you  are  only  entitled  to  the  year's  pay  allowed 
mider  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  November,  1778,  and  such  ndmi- 
oal  pay  as  may  actually  appear  due,  on  a  full  investigation  of  the  pay-rolls 
of  tbe  regiment  to  which  you  belonged. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"JOSEPH  HOWELL. 

"Mr.  Thomas  Wishabt." 


The  arrangement  of  September  23,  1779,  is  made  by  Brigadiers  Gen- 
eral Woodford  and  Muhlenberg,  and  nine  field  officers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  and  the  petitioner's  name  does  not  appear  to  either  of  the  regi- 
toents.  The  fiAeen  regiments  of  the  Virginia  line  were  reduced  to 
eleven,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  March  9,  1779. 

As  the  petitioner's  name  does  not  appear  upon  the  pay-rplls  of  the 
fifteenth  regiment  after  the  16th  of  April,  1778,  nor  on  the  arrangement 
of  the  regiments  of  the  establishment  of  1779,  it  is  incumbent  on  him 
to  show  bow,  and  by  what  authority,  he  was  connected  with  the  Virginia 
Hoe  fgr  part  of  1778,  and  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1779.  The  Virginia 
line  marched  from  Morristown  for  South  Carolina  in  the  latter  part  of 
1779,  and  Virginia  was  not  invaded  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1780. 

Although  the  services  of  the  petitioner,  for  part  of  the  year  1778,  and 
^  1779,  do  not  appear  substantiated  by  evidence,  yet  the  certificate  of 
Brigadier  General  Muhlenberg  proves  the  petitioner  in  actual  service, 
^er  the  invasion  of  Virginia,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1780,  and 
until  April,  1781,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  not  released  until 
^0  month  of  October  of  the  same  year. 
19 
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it  18  diffimilt  to  p^K^e  ia  wlist  other  e«pa»itf  Ae  petkoer  can  be 
considered  than  as  a  deranged  officer,  under  the  acts  of  1776  and  1779, 
unless  the  arrangements  before  recited,  made  at  the  time  by  reqM>Dsible 
officers,  be  entirely  disregarded. 

Notwithstanding  the  petitioner  is  considered  as  a  deranged  officer  of 
1778  at  this  period,  yet  it  is  highly  probable  thai  he  might  have  regarded 
himself  as  an  officer  of  the  line  in  the  jeara  1778, 1779, 1780,  and  1781 ; 
and  it  is  evident,  by  the  certificate,  that  be  was  regarded  as  euoh  by 
Brigadier  General  Muhlenberg. 

As  the  petitioner  appears,  by  the  evidence  aforeMid,  to  Jiare  performed 
active  services,  as  a  continental  officer,  from  the  latter  part  of  the  yew 
1780,  to  April,  1781*,  when  he  was  taken  priscmer,and  continyed  aa  such 
aotil  the  October  following,  he  would  seem  to  be  equitably  entitled  to  the 
pay  of  his  grade  for  that  time  ;  and  also  for  such  further  time  until  his 
regiment  was  refbrmed,  for  which  it  shall  appear  he  has  not  been  paid. 

cut  as  it  does  not  appear  diat  he  performed  services  after  btorelesss 
from  captivity,  and  as  his  name  does  not  appear  upon  any  arrangem^t 
of  the  Virginia  line  subsequent  to  that  time,  it  is  presutbed  that  he  is  act 
entitled  to  pay  to  any  later  period. 

All  of  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

H.  KNOX, 

Secntarff  of  War. 

War  Dspartmsnt, 

January  22, 179S. 


Report  on  the  reportof  the  Secretary  at  War  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Wishart,  made  the  25th  of  January,  179S : 

That  Thomas  Wishart  is  entitled  to  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  army 
of  the  United  Stdtes,  from  the  16th  of  November,  1776,  to  the  15th  of 
October,  1781 ;  and  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized 
to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  the  said  Thomas  Wishart  accordingly* 


The  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petitions  hereinafter  enumerated,  with  instructions  to  examine  the  same, 
and  report  his  opinion  thereon,  respectfully  reports  : 

That  Joanna  Gardner  states  that  she  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Colonel 
Thomas  Gardner,  who  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Charlestown,  on  the 
17th  dav  of  June,  1775,  and  who  died  of  his  wounds  on  the  Sd  day  of 
July  following. 

That  she  was  left  with  three  small  children,  and  had  to  enconnter 
many  difficulties  in  bringing  them  up ;  that  she  has  not  received  the  re- 
lief  provided  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers  who  have  died  in  the  army  since  the  month  of  August,  1775. 

That  she  does  not  apprehend  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  make 
any  discrimination  between  the  widows  and  children  of  officers  who  died 
in  the  service,  on  account  of  the  time  when  such  event  took  place.  She 
therefore  prays  that  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  Congress 
may  be  extended  to  her  and  her  children. 
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Hurt  IBtteabeth  McOUry  stetes  thttt  she  is  wi^ow  of  the  late  Major 
Atkdi^w  MoChry,  of  Colonel  John  Stack's  regiment,  who  was  killed  bj 
a  eannon  ball  in  the  aetion  of  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th  day  of  June, 
1775. 

That  she  did  not  know  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  granting  seven 
years'  half  pay  to  the  widows  of  such  officers  as  had  lost  their  lives  in  the 
serviee,  until  after  the  time  appointed  for  making  application  for  said  half 
pay  bad  elapaed.    She  therefore  prays  for  relief. 

That  Alpbeus  Moore,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Willard  Moore,  orphan 
ehiMren  of  Willard  Moore,  late  of  Paxton,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mark  Lincoln,  of  Leominster,  in  said  State,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  late 
widow  of  the  said  Willard  Moore,  states  that  the  said  Willard  Moore 
was  a  major  in  the  regiment  commanded  by'  Colonel  Doolittle,  and  was 
killed  in  the  action  of  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1775. 

That  they  were,  until  very  lately,  ignorant  of  the  provision  made  by 
CongresB  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  were  killed  in  the 
serrrae.  He  therefore  prays  that  the  seven  years'  half  pay  of  a  major 
my  be  granted  to  them. 

That  Sarah  Parker  states  that  she  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Colonel 
Moses  Parker,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  by  the  British 
troops  in  the  action  of  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1775,  and 
who  afterwards  died  of  his  wounds  in  Boston,  in  the  month  of  July  fol- 
lowiBg.  That  she  was  left  with  a  large  family  of  young  children,  and  has 
had  to  encounter  many  difficulties  in  supporting  and  bringing  them  up; 
That  she  has  not  received  the  relief  provided  by  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress for  the  widows  and  children  of  officers  who  died  in  the  service 
since  Ae  month  of  August,  1775.  That  she  does  not  apprehend  it  was 
the  iatention  of  Congress  to  make  any  discrimination  between  the  wid- 
ows and  children  of  officers  who  died  in  the  service,  on  account  of  the 
time  when  they  died.  She  therefore  prays  that  the  benefit  of  the\;3aid 
resolution  of'  Congress  may  be  extended  jto  her  and  her  children. 

That  Aaron  Stratton,  in  behalf  of,  and  as  attorney  to,  Abiel  Walker, 
of  Chelmsford,  Stato  of  Massachusetts,  states  that  the  said  Abiel  Walker 
is  the  widow  of  the  late  Captain  Benjamin  Walker,  of  Colonel  Bridge's 
regiment,  who  was  wounded  in  the  action  of  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th 
of  June,  1775,  and  died  of  his  wounds  in  the  month  of  August  following. 

That  the  said  widow  has  not  received  any  compensation  of  half  pay, 
provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24th'  day  of  August, 
1780. 

He  therefore  prays,  in  behalf  of  the  said  widow,  that  such  provision 
may  be  made  for  her  as  the  justice  of  her  case  demands. 

That  Josiah  Harris,  John  Harris,  Stephen  Lee,  and  Polly  Lee,  state 
Aat  they,  the  said  Josiah  and  John  Harris,  and  Polly  Lee,  are  the  sole 
^rviving  children  of  the  late  Lieutenant  John  Harris. 

That  their  father  was  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  second  Connecticut  re- 
Siment,  and  was  killed  in  an  action  with  the  British  troops  at  White  Marsh, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1777. 

That  soon  after  the  widow  of  the  said  Lieutenant  Harris  died,  and 
^ftthem  young,  without  a  friend  to  assist  them,  and  wholly  unacquainted 
^th  the  method  to  be  taken  to  obtain  the  relief  intended  for  the  orphan 
^hSdren  of  officers  who  died  in  the  service,  and  they  have  not,  to  thii 
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time,  reeeived  any  benefit  from  tlie  aaid  proTMkni ;  tbgy  tberelbre  pray 

that  they  may  receive  seven  years'  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant.  ^ 

That  Margaret  Ricker  states  that  she  is  the  widow  of  the  late  CaptaiA 
Abraham  Ricker,  of  the  second  New  York  regiment. 

That  the  said  Abraham  Ricker  died  at  Valley  Forge,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  1778,  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  left  her  with  a  young  child  to  support. 

That  she  had  been  driven  by  the  enemy  from  Lond  Island,  the  place 
of  her  residence. 

She  thei^efore  prays  that  she  may  have  such  support  and  relief  granted 
to  her  as  her  case  requires. 

The  above-named  persons  are  either  the  widows  or  children  of  officers 
who  were  killed  or  who  died  in  the  service  of  their  country  prior  to  the 
15lh  of  May,  1778.  Several  of  them  are  widows  of  officers  killed  In 
the  action  at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  June,  1775.  It  may,  by  rigid  principles, 
be  questioned  whether  the  regiments  in  action  pn  that  day  were  in  coo« 
tinental  service,  and,  therefore,  whether,  by  any  rule  of  constraetioo, 
the  officers  then  killed  could  be  considered  ^^  as  officers  commissioned  by 
Congress." 

But  if  this  was  a  doubt  on  the  17th  of  June,  it  was  not  so  on  the  27th 
day  of  June,  the  day  General  Washington  arrived  at  Cambridge,  and 
assumed  the  command  of  the  army,  and  issued  such  orders  as  denomi* 
nated.  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  made  it  a  continental  army,  and 
the  officers  were  commissioned  accordingly. 

Some  of  the  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the 
24th  of  August,  1780,  did  make  provision  for  the  widows  of  certain  offi- 
cers who  were  killed  or  who  died  before  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  as  will 
appear  by  the  list  annexed. 

And^  it  will  further  appear,  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of 
May,  1785,  that  it  was  recommended  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  pay 
to  the  widow  of  the  late  Brigadier  General  Wooster  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  of  a  brieadier  general,  the  amount  whereof  they  are  authorized 
to  charge  to  the  United  States. 

The  precedents  being  thus  established,  both  by  particular  States  and 
by  the  United  States,  of  extending  the  benefits  of  the  resolve  of  the  24th  of 
August,  1780,  to  periods  prior  to  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  it  would  seem  pro- 
per, upon  principles  of  consistency,  that  the  petitioners  should  be  equally 
benefited  by  the  resolve  of  the  24th  of  August,  as  others  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced, who  shall  have  been  provided  for  by  individual  States.  Bat 
perhaps  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  make  a  distinction  between  the 
widows  of  the  officers  killed  at  Bunker's.  Hill,  and  of  those  who,  a  few 
days  afterwards,  were  "  commissioned  by  Congress,"  which  seems  the 
characteristic  description  of  those  entitled  to  the  seven  years'  half  pay» 
by  the  resolve  of  the  15th  of  May. 

If,  however,  it  should  be  judged  proper  to  extend  the  provision  to  soy 
of  the  cases  prior  to  the  said  15th  of  May,  1778,  it  would  seem  incumbent 
on  the  character  of  the  nation  to  provide  for  the  widows  of  those  gallant 
men  who  nobly  sacrificed  their  lives,  by  which  they  eminently  contrib- 
uted  to  establish  the  cause  and  reputation  of  their  countiy. 

That  Peter  Covenhoven  states  that  he  entered  the  service  in  the  month 
of  August,  1777,  its  a  sergeant  of  militia,  and  did  duty  near  Fort  Scbuy- 
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ler,on  the  Mbbawk  river.  TBat,  on  the  6tb  of  the  same  month,  he  was 
wonnded,  in  an  action  with  the  enemy,  with  a  musket  ball,  in  his  right 
knee,  which  wholly  disabled  and  confined  him,  so  that  he  was  unable  to 
walk  hr  the  space  of  two  years  and  two  months.  That  after  this  period 
lie  began  lo  mend  and  acquire  strength,  and,  at  length,  to  do  some  easy 
serrice,  which  enabled  him  to  subsist  on  a  scanty  maintenance.  That  , 
in  the  month  of  February,  1787,  his  wound  broke  out,  and  grew  worse, 
ontil  the  month  of  November,  1790,  when,  there  being  no  longer  any 
hope  of  preserving  his  limb,  he  submitted  to  an  amputation,  and  has  there- 
by become  a  needy  cripple.  That  his  physician's  and  surgeon's  bills  for 
tbe  said  first  two  years  and  two  months  amounted  to  twenty  pountts,  and 
upwards;  that  his  boarding  and  maintenance,  durine  the  same  period^ 
amounted  to  fifty  pounds,  and  upwards ;  that  his  board  and  maintenance, 
from  tbe  month  of  February,  1787,  until  December,  1789,  amounted  to 
seventy-five  pounds ;  and  that  his  physician's  and  surgeon's  bill,  for  the 
Mopotation  of  his  limb,  and  attei^dance  afterwards,  has  amounted  to  sixty- 
four  pounds ;  so  that  the  actual  expenses  of  his  long  and  painful  confine- 
vents  have,  in  the  whole,  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  nine  pounds. 

That  he  has  received  his  half  pay,  being  the  monthly  allowance  of  five 
<iollar8,  from  the  time  of  his  being  wounded  to  the  present  time,  part  of 
which  sum  has  been  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  a  small  family,  and 
the  residue  has  proved  altogether  inadequate  to  defray  the  expenses 
beforementioned.  He  therefore  prays  that  he  may  be  allowed,  over 
and  above  the  said  half  pay,  such  further  sum  as  shall  enable  him  to  satisfy 
and  pay  the  beforementioned  expenses,  and  also  that  such  further  pro- 
vision be  made  *for  his  maintenance  as  the  nature  of  his  case  requires. 

Notwithstanding  the  petitioner's  dqplorable  case,  the  expenses  alleged 
to  have  arisen  from  curing  his  wounds  during  the  war  are  precluded  by 
the  resolves  of  limitation.  But  the  expenses  incurred  by  his  wounda 
breaking  forth  afresh  in  the  year  1787,  and  thence  continuing,  to  the 
misery  of  the  petitioner  until  December,  1790,  when  he  suffered  the 
amputation  of  one  of  bis  thighs,  seems,  if  the  same  shall  be  subatantiated 
by  the  papers  annexed,  to  be  an  irreiftstible  claim  upon  tbe  justice  of 
the  United  States.  The  expenses  of  the  surgeons  and  physicians 
amount  to  seventy-eight  pounds  and  two  shillings,  equal  to  two  hundred 
aad  eight  dollars  and  twenty -six  cents  and  one  third  of  a  cent ;  to  this 
sum  be  adds,  during  the  period  from  February,  1787,  to  December,  1790, 
tile  sum  of  two  hundred  dqllars  for  his  board  and  maintenance,  alleging 
that  five  dollars  per  month  during  that  period,  being  his  pension  from  the 
United  States,  would  not  support  his  distressed  family. 

The  first  sum,  arising  from  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, seems  a  claim  upon  public  justice,  and  the  latter  upon  public  human- 
ity.   The  first  appears  to  be  an  indispensable  obligation,  and  the  latter 
an  act  of  liberality,  which  it  may  be  expedient,  or  otherwise,  to  grant. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  qf  Wear. 
War  Dbpartmbnt,  Febntary  SI,  179S. 


RqfH>rt  &n  the  pBtitian  q/  ArneUiy  AdehUey  Mdmie^  md  iSSMe  i$ 
Grasae,  four  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Graese;  made  the  ISth 
of  February y  1795. 

That  the  memorialists,  indalging  the  hopes  of  their  being  eventually 
repossessed  of  their  considerable  property  near  Port  de  Pais,  in  St.  I)o> 
mingo,  request  of  Congress  the  loan  of  a  sum  of  money ;  but  although 
the  eommittee  suppose  that,  on  the  termination  of  the  troubles  of  that 
dolony,  they  may  be  in  a  condition  to  discharge  the  loan,  they  deem  it 
unadvisable  to  grant  it.  But  as  the  grateful  sentiments  universally 
enter^ined  in  the  United  States  for  the  late  Count  de  Grasse  appeared 
to  the  committee  to  constitute  a  claim  in  favor  of  his  daughters,  wko  have 
taken  reAige  in  our  country,  and  are  in  a  state  of  absolute  want,  to  the 
sympathy,  and  if  it  could  be  done  with  propriety,  to  the  generous  assist- 
ance of  the  public,  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  more  particular 
inquiry  into  the- nature  and  circumstances  of  the  services  alluded  to. 

They  find  the  most  decisive  evidence  that  the  late  Count  de  Grasse, 
being  authorized  to  co-operate  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
only  during  a  limited  period,  and  which  would  have  proved  too  short  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  was  prevailed  upon 
by  his  zeal  in  our  cause,  and  by  the  most  urgent  request  of  the  American 
commander-in-chief,  enforced  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  in  person,  to 
regain  with  the  fleet  under  his  command  in  the  Chesapeake,  at  his  awn 
risk  and  responsibility,  until  the  surrender  of  Earl  Cornwallis  and  the 
British  army. 

That  had  the  Count  de  Grasse  declined  complying  with  the  request  oftfae 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  retired  with 
the  powerful  fleet  under  his  command,  as  he  was  authorized  to  do  by  the 
letter  of  his  orders,  the  brilliant  attempt  upon  Yorktown  would  have  been 
frustrated,  with  disgrace  and  aggravated  injury  to  the  American  cause. 
That,  considering  the  merit  of  the  conduct  of  the  Count  de  Grasse  in  this 
particular,  as  exclusively  and  perfectly  personal,  and  as  the  event  proved, 
decisive  of  the  object  of  the  war,  (the  independence  of  the  United  States,) 
If  under  the  circumstances  of  the  ease  the  House  should  be  of  opinion 
that  the  interference  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialists  would 
not  only  be  a  proper  evidence  of  their  grateful  remembrance  of  the 
services  before  mentioned,  but  should,  moreover,  conceive  that  an  si- 
lowanee  to  them  will  be  justified  by  such  peculiar  circumstances  as  wiH 
not  afford  a  precedent  to  encourage  embarrassing  future  applieationi, 
then  the  committee  recommend  as  proper  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedj  That,  in  consideration  of  the  extraordinary  services  render- 
ed the  United  States  by  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,  in  the  year  1781,  on 
the  urgent  request  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  forces, 
beyond  the  time  limited  for  his  co-operation  with  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Amelie,  Adelaide,  Melaiite,  and 
Silvie  de  Grasse,  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,  respeetivelyj 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 


ClmmanU /uf  arrears  qf  p0g  or  other  emolum$nU  in  the  turmy  and 
navy  qf  the  Revolv4ion. 

Communicated  to  the  House  of  RepreaeDtaiiyea  January  26, 1796.  ^'^ 

Mr.  Tracy,  f^rom  the  Commitiee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
following  resolution,  viz:  ^'  Resolvedy  That  the  proper  officer  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  Ust  of  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
army  and  imvy  of  the  United  States  who  appear  entitled  to  arrearages  of 
pay  or  other  emoluments  for  their  services  during  the  late  wax,  upon  the 
books  of  the  United  States  together  with  a  statement  of  the  sums  or  emol- 
uments which  appear  to  be  due  to  them,  respectively,"  joniade  the  following 
report: 

That  there  are  two  dsiases  or  descriptions  of  arrearages  of  pay  and  emol- 
uments, which  seem  to  be  embraced  by  this  resolution,  viz: 

1^  Balances  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

2d.  Balances  which  may  be  found  by  seart^g  the  books  and  docu- 
ments contained  in  the  War  office.  Auditor's  office,  &c. 

The  first  class  contains  continental  or  paper  bills,  i^al  settlement  cer- 
tificates, &C.,  returned  into  the  Treasury  by  paymasters  and  agents,  and* 
which  had  been  delivered  to  them  to  pay  over  to  the  claimants,  reiq>ect- 
ively,  without  such  payment  having  been  effected.  -' 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  ascertain  the  sumaand  names  of  those  to  whom 
due,  and  is  of  no  importance  if  done,  as  the  claims  of  this  description  are 
not  considered  barred  by  any  statute  of  limitations  passed  before  Februa- 
ry 12, 1793,  and  in  that  are  specifically  expressed. 

The  second  class  consists  of  two  general  divisions:  first,  army  accounts; 
and,  second,  those  of  the  navy;  and  these  each  into  two  subdivisions,  viz: 
depreciation  and  pay,  rations,  clothing,  bounties,  and  conmiutation  of  half 
pay.  The  books,  papers,  and  documents,  which  contain  the  proper  in-, 
formation  for  the  discovery  of  names  and  balances,  are  very  numerous; 
and  such  a  list  cannot  be  made  with  tolerable  accuracy,  without  looking 
over  the  whole  niunber  of  names  to  whom  any  sum  has  ever  "been  due. 

The  books  containing  this  information,  together  with  the  other  neces- 
sary documents,  can  duefly  be  found  in  the  War  office  and  Auditor's  of- 
fice; but  no  single  view  of  these  claims  can  be  had;  and  the  debt  aiMl 
credit  is  no  where  so  situated,  and  balance  struck  in  any  one  book,  that, 
iqpon  taking  the  name  of  a  claimant,  it  can  be  ascertained  whether  or  not 
he  is  a  creditor;  but  a  great  variety  of  books  and  vouchers  must  necessa** 
rily  be  resorted  to. 

It  is  impossible  to  fotm  an  accurate  idea  of  the  length  of  time  and  quan- 
tum of  labor  necessary  to  effect  such  statements  as  are  required  by  this 
Nsolntion,  without  expending  more  time  in  the  inquiry  than  the  commit- 
tee suppose  this  House  would  expect  or  justify.  A  statement  made  by 
the  accountant  in  the  War  Office,  and  herewith  laid  before  the  Houee, 
(marked  No.  1,)  will  furnish  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  attending  such  an 
attempt 

If  the  several  statutes  of  limitation  should  not  be  suspended  on  obtajaa- 
iag  the  list  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  the  committee  can  discover  no 
«?U  ecmsequences  resulting  from  an  adoption  of  it,  excepting  the  great 
expense  of  time  necessarily  consumed  in  forming  such  list;  but,  in  this 

^iew  ^  the  subject,  they  can  discern  no  benefits  ^ccruiqg  from  an  ad«|p- 

tioDofit 


im  . 

If  a  siBpeiision  of  limitation  is  contemplated,  tfie  conanittee  can  dtacem 
no  beneficial  consequences  resulting  from  an  adoption  of  this  resolution; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  many  and  very  extensive  evils,  which  must  be  ob- 
vious to  every  member  of  this  House. 

Contemplating  this  subject  in  every  point 'of  view  the  committee  are  ca- 
pable of,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  for  the  House  to 
adopt  this  resolution — 

1st.  Because  it  would  require  much  expense  of  time  and  labor  to  com- 
ply with  it ;  and, 

2d.  No  benefits,  but  extensive  evils,  would  result  firom  the  existence  of 
such  a  list  as  the  resolution  describes. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  House. 


No.  1. 

Department  of  Wak, 
^ceountant^s  OffieCy  January  20,  1796. 

In  the  year  1783  the  army  of  the  United  States  was  disbanded,  at  which 
time  the  officers  of  the  different  regiments  appointed  agents  to  attend  on 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  Accoimts,  to  make  a  final  settlement  of  the 
.arrearages  of  pay  due  to  the  officers,  non-conmiissioned  officers,  and  pri- 
vates, of  the  severab  regiments  whose  times  of  service  had  then  expiral  ; 
which  was  done,  and  the  balance  due  each  individual  (excepting  those 
who  were  by  some  reason  or  other  left  off  of  the  muster-rolls,  or  returned 
dead  or  deserted)  was  settled  by  John  Pierce,  and  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates issued  to  the  said  agents,  several  of  whom  have  settled  their  ac- 
counts, and  returned  the  certificates,  unissiied,  to  the  Executive  of  the 
State  to  whom  they  respectively  belong ;  others  have  not  made  any  set- 
tlement, nor  accounted  for  the  certificates  placed  in  their  hands.  On  a 
claim  being  made  for  arrearages  of  pay  or  depreciation  claimed  by  an 
officer  or  soldier,  the  following  process  must  be  pursued  before  it  can  be 
ascertained  whether  any  thing  is  due,  viz : 

1st.  An  investigation  of  the  State  settlements  must  take  place,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  State  has  not  settled  with  the  claimant,  and  charged  the  United 
States  with  the  depreciation  of  his  pay. 

•2d.  The  regimental  settlements  must  also  be  examined,  to  find  if  the 
claimants  have  not  been  settled  with,  and  the  certificates  placed  in  Ac 
hands  of  the  agent. 

3d.  If  he  did  not  belong  to  the  quota  of  any  particular  State,  individual 
settlements  might  have  been  made  with  him  in  the  commissioner's  office  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  army,  or  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
If  no  settlement  has  taken  place,  either  by  the  State  or  United  States,  as 
above,  it  then  will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  documents  -produced  in 
support  of  the  claim,  with  the  muster  and  pay-roUs,  to  ascertain  when  his 
services  commenced,  and  how  long  he  continued  in  service,  in  order  to  find 
Ae  balance  due.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  impossible  to  know  who  the 
claimants  are,  and  what  balances  might  be  due  to  them,  imtil  they  render 
their  claims  and  the  examination  made  as  above;  which,  in  every  case, 
from  the  variety  of  documents  to  be  examined,  it  would  not  take  less  ttian 
4kree  days  to  each  claim,  and  then  the  United  States  subject  to  great  im- 
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poijtkm  by  double  payments,  being  rery  difficult  to  prove,  in  all  cases, 
the  settlements  alte«idy  made;  and  instances  have  already  come  to  my 
knowledge  where  persons,  for  the  same  service,  have  been  paid  more  than 
<mce  by  3ie  United  States. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS,  Accountant. 


CkmimutaHim' 

OooMDUiuoMed  to  tbc  Hoote  of  Hepreaentativet  April  7, 1796. 

Mabck  91,  1796. 

The  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Peter  Perrit,  late  a  captain  in  the  Connecticut  line  of  the 
continental  army,  most  respectfnlly  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
reports: 

That  the  memorialist  was  a  meritorious  and  unfortunate  officer  in  the 
anny  of  the  United  States,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Fort  Washington, 
in  November,  1776;  from  which  time  he  remained  in  captivity  till  the 
2tth  day  of  August,  or  18th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1778,  when 
he  was  exchanged,  holding  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Connecticut  line 
upon  continental  establishment,  to  which  he  had  been  duly  appointed  in 
Ctetober,  1776  ;  that,  in  the  year  1777,  while  he  was  a  prisoner,  he  was 
reappointed  a  captain  in  the  Connecticut  line  ;  and  that,  on  the  9th  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  1778,  he  applied  for  his  place  in  the  army,  which 
▼as  then  occupied  by  another,  and,  therefore,  could  not  be  filled  by  him- 
self; and  that,  soon  thereafter,  he  signified  to  the  Governor  of  the  said 
Slate  his  release,  and  desired  to  enter  aeain  into  military  service ;  but  that 
he  Was  not  reappointed,  at  any  time  after  his  exchange,  to  any  military 
office  on  continental  establidmient,  and  that  he  never  thereafter  actually 
performed  duty  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

That,  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1779,  the  memorialist  was 
appointed,  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  a  captain  of 
a  company  in  a  regiment  raised  for  the  particular  use  of  the  State,  in  its 
controversy  about  boundary  with  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  space 
of  one  year,  which  commission  he  accepted ;  and  that  he  actually  per- 
fomed  the  duties  and  received  the  compensation  of  that  office,  but  did 
not  receive  any  civil  office  of  profit  during  the  late  war. 

That  the  memorialist  did,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1784,  receive  the 
hounty  of  one  year's  pay,  granted  to  the  officers  deranged,  by  virtue  of 
die  resolve  of  Congress  ot  ttie  22d  of  May,  1779,  which  resolve  is  in  these 
words: 

"  Resolved^  That  continental  officers  who  are  or  may  be  exchanged,  and 
not  continued  in  the  service,  be,  after  such  exchange,  considered  as  super- 
numerary officers,  and  entitled  to  the  pay  provided  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  of  the  24th  of  November  last.*' 

That,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1784,  upon  his  memorial,  a  resolve  was 

passed,  whereby,  in  addition  to  the  pay  to  which  he  shoiild  be  entitled 

undfer  the  resolves  of  the  24th  of  November,  1778,  the  22d  of  May,  1779^ 

and  26lhof  May,  1781,  an  allowance  was  made  for  so  much  as  was 
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e^unlto  the  difference  betveen  the  pay  in  sea  service  and  in  land  aei- 
vice  for  the  space  of  four  months;  and  whereby  aJso  the  depreciation  of 
yay  from  the  16th  of  November,  1776,  to  the  time  of  his  return  from 
captivity,  was  to  be  made  up  to  hinu  At  this  time  nothing  is  eaqpressed 
either  by  Congress  or  tiie  memorialist  on  his  claim  to  half  pay  for  life. 

That,  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1793,  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom 
a  petition  of  the  memorialist,  stating  his  claim  upon  the  United  States, 
had  been  referred,  made  a  report,  "  that  the  petitioner  had  been  settled 
with,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  the  24th  of  November,  1778,  the  22d  of 
May,  1779,  the  «6th  of  May,  1781,  and  the  11th  of  February,  1784." 

lliat,  in  February,  1794,  a  memorial  of  the  memorialist,  stating  the 
same  claim  as  is  now  under  consid^iUidD,  was  refurred  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  made  his  report  against  it 
on  the  I7tti  of  March  following,  which  was  referred  to  a  conunittee  of  the 
,  House,  who  reported  thereon  on  the  21st  of  April  following ;  and  after- 
wards it  was  again,  on  the  6th  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  again,  viz.  on  the  24th  of  November,  1794, 
made  his  report  thereon  against  the  claim,  which  was  approved  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Attorney  General  has  considered  all  those  proceedings,  with  every 
paper  and  document  accompanying  the  memorial  to  him  referred,  dm 
the  several  resolves  of  Congress  to  which  any  xeference  is  made  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim,  or  which  appear  to  be  connected  with  it,  namely,  of  the 
16th  of  September,  1776,  24th  of  November,  1778,  22d  of  May,  1779, 
3d  and  21st  of  October,  1780,  26th  of  May,  1781, 22d  of  March,  1783, 
26th  of  January,  1784, 11th  of  February,  1784,  6th  of  May,  1784,  and  2d 
of  November,  1785,  and  the  13th  article  of  the  14th  section  of  the  Rules  of 
War ;  md  it  is  his  opinion  that  the  memorialist  was  not  taken  into  service 
after  his  exchange,  and  that  the  right  of  entering  into  service,  if  any  he 
had,  under  the  resolve  of  the  24th  of  November,  1778,  was  revoked  (tf 
detennined  by  the  resolve  of  the  22d  of  May,  1779,  when  he  became  a 
supernumerary  officer,  and  after  which  time  he  continued  out  of  service  j 
and,  therefore,  that  he  is  not  by  law  entided  to  the  benefits  of  the  acts  of 
dd  and  21st  of  October,  1780,  and  22d  of  March,  1783,  and  that  he  has 
received  all  the  money  and  emoluments  from  the  United  States  which  by 
law  could  be  demanded* 

An  wh^ch  is  humbly  submitted. 

CHARLES  LEE, 
Jittorrufi  Otneral  U.  & 

Separt  on  the  memorial  qf  the  daughters  qf  the  late  Count  de  QraMi 
made  the  21th  December^  17^7. 

That  the  sum  heretofore  granted  by  Congress  to  the  petitioners  seemj 
to  have  been  intended  only  as  a  temporary  provision,  until  the  events  d 
the  war  should  permit  them  to  take  possession  of  an  estate  in  the  island 
of  St  Domingo;  but  that  it  was  not  considered  as  a  permanent  suf^porti 
to  which  the  anu>unt  was  wholly  inadequate. 

The  facts  stated  by  the  former  committee  of  this  House  show  that  the 
most  important  services  were  rendered  by  the  late  Count  de  Grasse  to 
the  United  States,  from  motives  d^e  most,  honorabbi  under  the  greater 


BMpoiMbilitfy  and  al  a  ririr  the  most  hazaxdous  that  can  be  eneevMered 
by  an  aS&cet  e{  rank  and  reputation* 

With  the  recollection  of  these  services,  and  their  extensive  residts,  yom 
oommittee  conceive  that  it  will  consist  neither  with  the  honor  nor  justice 
of  the  United  States  to  refuse  an  adequate  provision  for  the  orphan  chiW 
dren  of  the  man  who  tendered  them.  They  therefore  recommend  th» 
foUowiag  resolution  to  the  House: 

Rwdvedy  That  in  consideration  of  the  important  services  rendeied  lo 
the  United  Sttites  by  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,  provision  ought  to  be  aiade^ 

by  lawy  for  the  payment  of dollars  per  annum,  seversdly,  during  life^ 

to  Amelift,  Adelaide,  Melanie,  and  Silvi6  de  Grasse,  the  daughters  of  the 
said  Count  de  Ghrasse* 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House 
<tf  Representatives  of  the  dSd  instant,  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report: 

That  the  accounts  of  General  Kosciusko,  for  services  in  the  army  during 
the  bite  war,  were  settled  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1734,  when  a  ctfr« 
tifieate  was  issued  for  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty 
dollais  and  forty-nine  ninetieths,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  centum  pet 
annum,  fronci  the  1st  of  January,  1784. 

hi  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  late  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1784,  a  stipulation  was  expressed  in  the  certificates  issued  tor 
tbe  foreign  officers  who  served  in  the  United  States,  that  the  interest  OD 
their  demands  should  be  paid  annually  at  Paris. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  <<  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,''  passed  <m  the- 
8th  day  of  May,  1792,  moneys  were  granted  to  dischaj^  the  principal 
and  mterest  of  die  debts  due  to  the  foreign  officers  as  aforesaid.  When  this 
pioviaon  was  made,  it  was  supposed  that  all  the  officers  had  received 
their  interest  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1789,  as  sufficient  funds  were 
Imown  to  have  been  remitted  by  the  late  Government 

It  now  appears  firom  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Grand, 
the  American  banker  at  Paris,  that  no  interest  has  been  received  by  Gen- 
eral Kosciusko  for  four  years,  namely,  from  1785  to  1788,  inclusive. 

Sofficient  ftwds  to  dis^aife  the  interest  for  the  years  1789,  ITW,  1791^ 
vA  1792,  were,  in  the  latter  partof  the  year  179St, placed  in  Amstesdan^ 
*id^t  lo  the  diiqposal  of  Mr.  Morris,  minister  of  the  United  States  re- 
adoig  m  Paris.  It  appears  that  a  bill  f<Nr  the  amountof  this  intereet  wai^, 
by  duection  of  Mr.  Morris,  remitted  to  Mr.  Pindmey,  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London*  Piusoant  to  the  request  of  G^ieral  Koeckisko, 
Mr.  Pinokney  directed  the  American  bankers  at  Amsterdam  to  remit  the 
v&oant  to  Le^sic  or  Dresden,  according  to  the  most  finrorablerato  of 
exdiange* 

Whedier  the  bankers  at  Amsterdam  complied  with  the  dii«ctioBs  given 
by  Mr.  Pinckney,  is  not  known.  It  is  alleged  by  General  Kosciusko,  that 
^  money  has  never  been  received  by  him;  it  must,  therefore,  remain 
*ohiect  to  his  disposal,  at  Amsterdam,  Leipsio,  or  Dresden. 

On  the  17th  ik  Se^ember,  1790,  a  notafiealion  was  pubUdied  Ky  the 
■wHSQier  ei  tfie  United  States  that  provisiim  hftd  bosn  made  fos  die* 


^hai^ng  the  principal  clcbt  due  to  foreign  officers,  at  the  Treasnrjr,  on 
the  application  of  the  creditors,  at  any  time  after  the  1 5th  of  October, 
1792 }  al«o,  that  prorision  had  been  made  for  the  payment  of  interest  at 
Pftris,  conformably  to  the  stipulations  expressed  in  the  certificates.  The 
d^itors  were  also  notified  that  the  interest  upon  their  respectire  demands 
irould  cease  after  the  last  day  of  December,  1792. 

It  is  stated  bv  General  Kosciusko,  that  the  certificate  issued  to  him, 
which  was  of  the  description  usually  called  regfistered  debt,  has  been  lost 
m  destroyed. 

Upon  the  foregoing  facts,  the  Secretary  respectfully  reports: 

1st.  TTmt  the  powers  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  foimded  on  law 
and  established  usage,  are  competent  to  the  payment  of  twelve  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents,  being  the  principal 
9am  aforesaid;  and  to  the  payment  at  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty -seven  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  being  interest  diu-ing  the  years 
1785,  1786, 1787,  and  1788,  on  receiving  the  bond  of  General  Kosciusko 
(0  indemnify  the  United  States  agaihst  any  claim  on  account  of  the  ceN 
iificate  which  has  been  destroyed  or  lost. 

•  2d.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  advance,  at  present,  the 
amount  of  the  interest  supposed  to  have  been  remitted  to  Leipsic  or  Dres- 
den ;  though  for  any  sum  which  may  hereafter  be  redrawn  and  credited 
to  the  United  States  at  Amsterdam,  payment  will  be  immediately  made. 

3d.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  take  into  consideration  the 
circmnstances  which  have  prevented  General  Kosciusko  firom  receivmg 
payment  of  the  principal  sum  due  to  him  as  aforesaid,  or  to  allow  interest 
Ihereon  since  the  1st  of  January,  1793. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  6fthe  Treasury. 
'  TkMAsunr  DepabtmeMt, 

December  28, 1797. 


Seven  years^  half  pay. 
Conttunioatod  to  Um  House  of  RepcotsntatWet,  February  7, 1787. 

'  Mt.  Dwight  Fbs^er,  fifom  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Anna  Welsh,  made  the  following  report : 

T\xeX  the  petitioner  asks  for  an  allowance ;  of  ttie  seven  years'  half  pay 
ptomiised  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  ofBcers  killed  in  the  seir- 
Tiee  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war. 

It  appears  that  Mrs.  Welsh's  husband  was  a  captain  of  marines ;  that 
he  served  on  the  expedition  to  Penobscot,  and  was  ttiere  slam.  Tlie  rcao- 
lutions  of  Congress,  promising  seven  years'  half  pay  to  ttie  widows  of 
officers  who  fell  in  service,  did  not  extend  to  officers  of  the  navy. 

The  repeated  decisions  made  by  Congress  against  petitions  of  this  nature 
t>rbid  ib»  expectation  of  an  allowance  ;  and  the  conunittee  can  discover 
«o  sufficient  reason  for  making  a  discrimination  between  this  and  other 
similar  cases  heretofore  considered. 

The  petiticmer,  as  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  her  brother, 
Qeorge  Httributy  deceased,  fiirther  adas  for  an  allowanoe  of  the  coaasff^ 


m 

li#n  and  laad  wmnanls,  to  vhieh  die  ai^piebeiidi  she  10  Mtitled^  on  &m 
principle  that  her  brother  oontiaued  in  service  till  the  end  of  the  wai» 
That  gentlemag  was  a  captain  in  ^eldon's  legimeot  of  light  dragoons^ 
he  was  wounded  by  the  enemy  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  at  Tarryr 
town,  in  the  summer  of  I7S1,  and  languished  of  his  wounds  mitil  the  ^ 
day  of  May,  1783,  when  he  died.  On  this  statement  there  is  no  doubt 
but  a  right  to  so  much  land  as  was  promised  to  captains  in  the  army  has 
vested  in  the  petitioner,  and,  on  proof  of  the  facts,  she  may  now  receive 
the  warrants  at  the  War  Office,  without  aid  from  Congress. 

With  respect  to  the  claim  for  commutation,  some  fmther  attention  witt 
)»  requisite.  By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  $lst  of  October,  1780,  half 
pay  for  life  was  promised  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  ediould  continue 
in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war.  This  was  afterwards,  on  the  22d  of 
Mardiy  1783,  conunuted  fbc  five  years'  full  pay. 

If  Captain  Hurlbut  lived  to  the  end  of  the  war,  he  was  entitled  to  com* 
mutation ;  and  in  his  right  the  petitioner,  as  executrix  of  his  will,  and 
legatee,  would  be  entitled ;  otherwise,  not  The  question  then  arising, 
is,  when  did  the  war  end  ?  or,  in  other  words,  was  there  an  end  of  the 
war  before  the  8th  of  May,  1783,  the  day  of  Captam  Hurlbut*s  death? 
On  the  solution  of  this  question  rests  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  for  com- 
fluitation,  it  being  placed  on  die  ground  of  contract  only. 

The  proviuonal  articles  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  were  signed  November  30, 1782 ;  and  the  treaty  between  France 
and  Great  Britain,  on  which  the  efficacy  of  those  articles  was  conditioned, 
upon  the  20th  of  January,  1783.  The  first  information  Congress  appears 
to  have  had  of  them  was  or  the  24th  of  March,  1783,  when  the  armed 
vessels,  crui»ug  under  commissions  from  the  United  States,  were  recalled 
On  the  11th  of  April,  1783,  a  cessation  of  hostiUties  ^¥as  ordered  by  proe- 
Itmation  of  Congress. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  Congress,  by  their  resolution  of  that  date,  declared 
their  opinion  that  ^'  the  time  of  the  men  engaged  to  serve  during  the  war 
does  not  expire  until  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace."  Bf 
the  acts  of  May  26,  June  1 1,  August  9,  and  September  26, 1783,  Congrefli 
directed  parts  of  the  army  to  be  furloughed ;  and  by  their  proclamation  on 
the  18th  of  October  of  the  saoie  year,  they  discharged  absolutely,  after  the 
third  day  of  November  then  ensuing,  such  part  of  the  federal  armies  af 
had  been  furloughed  by  the  several  acts  aforesaid.    . 

On  the  25th  of  November  New  York  was  evacuated  by  the  Britudi 
troops.  The  d^&nitive  treaty  of  peace  was,  in  fact,  signed  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1783,  but  not  received  by  Congress  until  about  the  middle  of 
January,  1784.  In  the  settlements  made  for  pay,  &c.,  by  the  commit- 
«iooers  of  Congress,  with  the  officers  and  men  eng^Biged  to  serve  durinf 
tbe  war,  and  furloughed  as  aforesaid  the  3d  day  of  November,  (the  day 
vhen  the  Uoo|i8  were  discharged  by  proclamation,)  has  been  regarded  of 
t^  end  of  the  war,  and  th^  have  Deen  settled  with,  and  paid  to  that  day 
accordingly. 

It  appears,  by  the  accounts  of  Colonel  Sheldon's  regiment,  that  certifi- 
^^fttes  for  Captain  Hurlbut's  commutation  were,  in  fact,  issued  ;  but,  on  a 
further  examination  of  the  nature  of  the  claim,  it  was  thought  that  no  act 
^  Congress  would  justify  the  granting  of  conmiutation  for  any  officer 
^larly  circumstanced,  and  therefore  the  certificates  were  oancelled. 

Had  thb  oonmiittee  found  no  resolution  of  Congress  which  seemed  to  have 
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AetdnniMd  the  qoiMtioii  irfaen  the  irar  ended,  tfiey  might  hare  been  ni' 
duoed  lo  fix  on  a  period  antecedent  to  the  death  of  Captain  Hurlbut,  and, 
conBequently,  have  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  petitioner  was  entided  to 
neliefl  But  as  Congress  seem  to  hftre  fixed  on  a  later  period  by  their 
resolution  of  the  23d  of  April,  and  by  continuing  in  service  the  troops  en- 
jpiged  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  paying  the  ^cers  and  m^i  till  Ae  3d 
of  November,  1783,  as  they  were  liable  until  that  time  to  be  again  caBed 
Into  service,  stnd,  in  case  of  disobedience,  would  have  been  subjected  to  die 
penalties  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war ;  and  as  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, under  the  pr^ent  Government,  rejected  a  petition  for  conmiutation, 
founded  on  principles  exactly  similar  to  the  present,  by  the  administrator 
to  the  estate  of  Major  Torrey,  who  died  in  September,  1783,  the  commit^ 
tee  conceive  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  contradict  authority  and  precedent 
so  respectable.  They  therefore  report,  tfiat  ttie  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
the  said  Anna  Welsh  aught  not  to  be  granted. 


Communicated  to  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes,  February  S4, 1797. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  who  were  <<  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  re- 
port on  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  demgnating  certain  daims 
against  the  United  States,  ixy  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  acts 
tli  limitation,"  made  the  following  report : 

That,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  House,  they  have  made  all  the 
inquiries  whidi  to  them  appear  necessary;  that  they  have  attentively  and 
dehberately  considered  the  subject  reft^rred  to  diem,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  designate  any  species  of  claims  against 
the  United  States,  which  are  now  affected  by  the  acts  of  limitation,  to  be 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  those  acts. 

In  considering  this  subject,  a  review  of  the  situation  of  the  United 
States,  as  respected  their  finances,  during  tfie  period  when  most  of  Ae  de- 
mands  originated,  was  requisite.  It  was  also  necessary  to  ascertain  what 
-measures  had  been  adopted  by  Congress,  both  under  the  old  and  under 
tiie  present  Government,  to  bring  all  the  demands  against  the  States  to  a 
liquidation  and  settlement 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  Uni^ 
States  were  destitute  of  money,  and,  during  a  long  period  of  years  after- 
wards, were  obliged  to  rely  principally  on  credit  for  carrying  on  all  their 
important  operations. 

•  Having,  at  that  time,  no  settled  national  goremment,  a  regular  system 
for  conducting  public  business,  especially  money  transactions  depending 
on  credit,  was  not  to  be  expected.  Great  numbers  of  individhiais  were 
necessarily  invested  with  the  powers  of  binding  the  public  by  their  con- 
tracts. Almost  every  officer  of  the  army,  whedier  in  the  commissary'^ 
department  or  otherwise,  in  different  stages  of  the  war,  had  it  in  his  power 
to  contract  debts  legally  or  equitably  binding  upon  the  United  States.  We 
find  Congress,  at  various  times  during  the  war,  endeavoring  to  make  ar- 
tangements  which  diould  prevent  an  undue  use  of  the  powers  vested  in 
iiMiividuals,  and  the  dangerous  consequences  to  which  the  Government 
was  thereby  necessarily  exposed.  Tlie  acts  of  the  6th  of  March,  17W> 
and  of  the  29d  of  August,  1780,  were  calculated  to  limit  the  public  re^on- 


fliMfty  in  8fK^  teases.  After  Ihe  peac8>  and  tinder  "die  old  Qoveroment, 
periods  were  pre8cril)ed  within  which  claims  of  certain  descriptions,  and, 
SttaBy,  all  unliquidated  daims,  were  to  be  exhibited  for  settlement,  ot  to 
be  forever  thereafter  barred. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  by  all,  that  during  those  periods,  every  pro- 
vision which  could  raitionally  nave  been  expected  was  made  for  the  ac- 
commod  '^on  of  individuals  having  claims  aminst  the  public,  to  enable 
*cm  to  bbtiun  proper  settlements  of  rtiehr  demands.  The  Journals  of 
Coi^ess,  under  the  Confederation,  wifl  abundantly  justify  this  remark: 

Commissioners  were  appointed,  with  special  or  general  powers,  to  setde 
&e  claims  of  individuals  in  all  the  departments;  and,  in  every  instance, 
4e  powers  given  were  plenary  and  explicit.  Sufficient  time  was  given 
for  every  one  to  obtain  mformation  and  pursue  his  remedy,  and  ample 
opportunity  was  given  for  all  to  substantiate  their  claims,  or  at  least  to 
present  abstracts  of  them,  which  would  have  prevented  their  being  fore- 
dosed  by  the  acts  designed  eventually  to  operate  upon  them.  TTie  cases 
cannot  be  numerous,  in  which  the  want  of  opportunity  to  bring  forward 
claims  can  be  justly  pleaded  as  an  excuse  for  the  omission. 

By  the  act  of  the  17th  of  March,  1785,  all  persons  having  imliquidated 
claims  against  the  United  States  were  required,  within  twelve  months,  to 
eriiibit  particular  abstracts  of  such  claims  to  some  of  the  conamksioners 
in  the  State  in  which  they  respectively  resided,  who  were  sent  and  em- 
powered to  setde  accounts  agamst  the  United  States,  under  the  penalty  ot 
condition  that  accounts  not  so  presented  should  be  thereafter  settled  only 
at  the  Treasury. 

By  another  act  of  Congress  of  the  same  year,  viz:  November  2, 1785, 
all  persons  having  claims  lor  services  performed  in  the  military  departs 
Btent  were  directed  to  exhibit  the  same  for  liquidation  to  the  commission- 
«ts  of  army  accounts,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  then  ensuing. 
By  that  act  it  was  expressly  resolved  that  all  claims  under  the  description 
above  mentioned,  which  might  be  exhibited  after  that  period,  should  be 
forever  thereafter  precluded  nrom  adjustment  and  allowance. 

And  it  was  provided  by  the  act  of  Julv  23, 1787,  that  all  persons  having 
wiliquidated  claims  against  the  United  States,  pertaining  to  the  late  com- 
nusMry^s,  quartermaster's,  hospital,  clothier^s,  or  marine  department, 
should  exhibit  particular  abstracts  of  such  claims  to  the  proper  commie^ 
»oner  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  those  departments,  within  eight 
months  from  the  date  of  the  said  act;  and  all  persons  having  other  unliqui- 
dated claims  against  the  United  States,  were  to  exl  libit  particular  abstracts 
thereof  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  within 
one  year  from  the  date  thereof;  and  all  accoimts  not  exhibited  as  aforesaid 
Were  to  be  precluded  from  settlement  or  allowance. 

These  regulations  were  adopted  by  Congress  imder  the  old  Govern- 
ment Great  care  was  taken  to  have  them  extensively  published,  so  that 
every  individual  who  was  interested  might  be  informed  of  their  existence 
*nd  operation. 

Under  the  present  constitution  there  has  not  been  wanting  a  disposition 
to  relieve  certain  individuals  whose  claims  were  considered  as  peculiarly 
Baeritorious,  which  had  been  aflTected  by  the  acts  above  recited. 

With  this  view,  in  March,  1792,  two  several  acts  of  Congress  were 
Passed,  suspending  for  two  years  the  operation  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
peas  of  November  2, 1785,  and  July  27, 1787,  so  fiw  as  they  had  barred, 


or  might  be  constraed  to  bar^ihe  claims  of  tfae^widow  or  oxpbans  <tf  uf 

officer  of  the  late  army  to  the  seven  years'  half  pay  of  such  officer;  or 
the  claims  of  any  officer,  soldier,  artificer,  sailor,  and  maiine,  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  for  personal  services  rendered  to  the  llnited  States 
in  the  mihtary  or  naval  departments* 

In  consequence  of  these  suspensions,  many  claims  were  exhibited 
and  allowed  against  the  Govenunent  There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  iu 
some  instances,  the  public  were  defirauded  for  want  of  proper  pre-^xisit- 
ing  checks  and  evidences  of  payments  having  been  made.  This  su^an- 
won  continued  for  the  term  of  two  years,  which  was  till  March,  1794.  In 
the  mean  time,  viz :  on  the  12th  of  Februarj',  1793,  the  act  *<  relative  to 
claims  against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and 
which  Imd  not  been  aheady  adjusted,"  was  passed  by  Congress,  after  a 
serious  and  attentive  consideration  of  the  subject 

By  that  law  it  was  provided  ^'  that  all  claims  iipcm  the  United  Statei 
for  services  or  supplies,  or  for  other  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  lumished  or 
done  previous  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  whether  foimded  upon  cer- 
tificates or  other  written  documents  jQrom  piibUc  officers,  or  otherwise, 
which  had  not  already  been  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which 
should  not  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1794, 
should  forever  after  be  barred  and  precluded  from  settlement  or  allow- 
ance." But  this  was  not  to  be  construed  as  affecting  loan  office  certifi- 
cates, certificates  of  final  settlements,  indents  of  interest,  balances  entered 
on  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  registered  certificates,  for- 
eign loans,  or  certificates  issued  under  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States. 

One  other  act,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1795,  provided  that  loan 
office  certificates,  final  settlements,  and  indents  of  interest,  then  outstand- 
ing, should  be  presented  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  on 
jor  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  in  the  present  year,  1797,  or  be  forever 
after  barred  or  precluded  from  settlement  or  allowance. 

This  summary  contains  a  general  view  of  the  principal  acts  of  limita- 
tion, by  which  claims  against  the  public  have  been  affected. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  them,  and  of  the  dr'cumstances  un- 
der which  they  were  enacted,  the  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  an 
opinion  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  suspend  their  operation. 

Some  remarks,  extracted  from  a  report  heretofore  made  to  Congress, 
are  subjoined  by  the  committet;  as  pertinent  to  the  subject 

It  was  essential  to  the  public  administration  that  the  extent  of  just  de- 
mands upon  the  Government  should  be,  within  a  reasonable  period,  defi- 
nitely ascertained.  It  was  essential  to  public  safety  and  to  right,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  whole  community,  that  all  unsetded  claims  should  be  made 
known  within  a  time  when  there  were  yet  means  of  proper  mvestigation, 
and  after  which  the  public  req)onsibility  should  terminate;  and  the  po^- 
biUty  of  charging  the  Grovemment  by  collusive  and  fictitious  contracts 
should  be  at  an  end. 

The  justice  as  well  as  policy  of  acts  of  Umitation,  under  such  circum- 
stances, cannot  be  doubted. 

The  situation  of  no  country  ever  presented  a  more  clear  necessity  for, 
.or  a  more  competent  justification  of,  precautions  of  that  nature;  and  all 
the  reasons  for  adopting  them  operate  to  recommend  unusual  caution  io 


fit 

dq^arttngfrom  tbem^  wtth  the  adcBtioaal  force  of  this  ciiicuBMtanee,  that 
the  subsequent  lapse  of  time  has  increased  the  difficulties  of  a  due  ex<> 
aHunatio^L 

The  accounts  of  a  considerable  number  of  officers,  who  had  it  in  their 
power  to  bind  the  public  by  their  contracts,  and  who  were  intrusted  with 
large  sums  of  money  for  fulfilling  their  engagements,  remain  unsettled. 
Some  of  those  persons  are  dead  ;  others  have  absconded.  The  business 
has  been  conducted  by  others  with  so  little  order  as  to  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  render  a  proper  statement  o(  their  transactions :  the  books  and 
papers  of  others,  who  had  extensive  trusts,  have  been  destroyed,  so  as  to 
I»eclude  the  possibility  of  settlement  Hence,  it  must  appear  that  the 
Government  would,  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  be  destitute  of  the'  means 
of  repelling  imfounded  and  even  satisfied  claims,  for  want  of  documents 
and  vouchers ;  which  could  only  have  resulted  from  a  due  settlement 
with  those  officers,  and  from  the  possession  of  their  books  and  papers. 

It  might  be  inferred,  without  proof,  (and  it  has  appeared,  in  the  cojmrse 
of  business,  at  the  Treasury,)  that  it  was  a  practice  with  certain  pubUc 
officers,  on  obtaining  suppUes,  to  give  receipts  and  certificates  for  them, 
and,  when  they  made  payments,  either  partially  or  totally,  to  take  distinct 
receipts  firom  the  parties,  without  either  endorsuig  the  payments  upon  the 
original  vouchers  or  requiring  a  surrei^der  of  Uiem.  Hence,  it  would 
often  happen  that  parties  could  produce  satisfactory  vouchers  of  their 
having  performed  services  and  furnished  suj^lies,  for  which,  though  sat- 
iafac^n  may  have  been  made,  the  evidences  of  it  would  not  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government ;  and  hence,  firom  relaxations  of  the  limit- 
ation acts,  there  would  be  great  danger  that  much  more  injustice  would 
be  done  to  the  United  States  than  justice  to  individuals. 

The  princijdes  of  self-defence,  therefore,  require  and  justify  an  adherence 
to  those  acts  generally  ;  and  there  are  not  any  particular  species  of  claims 
which,  in  the  view  of  the  conunittee,  ought  to  be  exenq)ted  from  their 
operation. 

Those  which  have  been  most  frequently  referred  to  by  some  members 
of  the  House,  are  such  claims  as  include  the  arrearages  of  pay  and  other 
emoluments  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  army,  &c. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House,  at  the  first  session  of  the  present 
Congress,  a  report  was  made  to  them,  having  special  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject It  was  considered  in  Committee  of  ti\e  Whole,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House  on  the  5th  day  of  February,  1796.  To  tfiat  report,  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  the  committee  ask  leave  to  refer  the 
House,  and  respectfully  submit  the  whole  subject  to  their  consideration. 

The  following  are  the  report  and  documents  above  referred  to: 

CoromaMicatfld  to  the  House  of  RepreseotatiTeft  Jaouary  26»  1796. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz:  "Hesolvedj  That  the  proper  officer  be  directed  to  lay  before 
this  House  a  list  of  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States  who  appear  entitled  to  arrearages  of  pay  or  other 
emoluments  for  their  services  during  the  late  war,  upon  the  books  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  sums  or  emoluments 
"^^Wch  appear  to  be  due  to  them,  respectively,"  made  the  following  report: 
21 
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That  tfiere  are  two  classes  or  descriptioiis  of  aneamges  of  pay  an3 
emokunents  whidi  seem  to  be  embraced  by  tiiis  resolution,  viz : 

1st  Balances  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

dd.  Balances  which  may  be  found  b^  searching  the  books  and  docu- 
meats  contained  in  the  War  OfRcBy  Auditor's  office,  &c. 

The  first  class  contains  continental  or  paper  bills,  final  settlements,  ce^ 
tificates,  ftc.  returned  into  the  Treasury  by  paymasters  and  agents,  and 
which  had  been  deUvered  to  them  to  pay  over  to  the  claimants,  resqpect- 
ively,  witfiout  such  payment  having  been  efiected. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  ascertain  the  sums  and  names  of  those  to  whom 
due,  and  is  of  no  importance  if  done,  as  the  claims  of  thi?  description 
are  not  considered  barred  by  any  statute  of  limitations  passed  before  Feb- 
ruary 12th,  1793 ;  and,  in  that,  are  specifically  excepted. 

The  second  class  consists  of  two  general  divisions :  first,  army  accounts ; 
and  second,  those  of  the  navy;  and  these,  each,  into  two  subdivisions, 
Tiz :  depreciation  and  pay ;  rations,  clothing,  bounties,  and  conmiutation 
of  half  pay. 

The  books,  papers,  and  documents  which  contain  the  proper  ii:fonna- 
tion  for  the  discovery  of  names  and  balances  are  very  numerous ;  and 
such  a  list  cannot  be  made  with  tolerable  accuracy,  without  looking  over 
the  whole  number  of  names  to  whom  any  sum  has  ever  been  due. 

The  books  containing  this  information,  together  with  the  other  neces* 
sary  documents,  can  chiefly  be  found  in  the  War  Office  and  Auditor's 
office;  but  no  single  view  of  these  claims  can  be  had,  and  the  debt  and 
credit  is  nowhere  so  situated,  and  balance  struck  in  any  one  book,  that, 
upon  taking  the  name  of  a  claimant,  it  can  be  ascertained  whetfier  or  not 
he  is  a  creditor;  but  a  great  variety  of  books  and  vouchers  must  necessa* 
rUy  be  resorted  to. 

It  is  impossiUe  to  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the  length  of  time  and  quan- 
tum of  labor  necessary  to  effect  such  statements  as  are  required  by  this 
resolution,  without  expending  jnore  time  in  the  inquiry  than  the  commit- 
tee suppose  this  House  would  expect  or  justify.  A  statement  made  by 
the  Accountant  in  the  War  Office,  and  herewith  laid  before  the  House, 
(marked  No.  1,)  will  furnish  some-  idea  of  the  difficulties  attending  such 
an  attempt 

If  the  several  statutes  of  limitation  should  not  be  suspended  on  obtain- 
ing the  list  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  the  committee  can  discover  no 
evil  consequences  resulting  from  an  adoption  of  it,  excepting  the  great 
expense  of  time  necessarily  consumed  in  forming  such  list;  but,  in  tiiis 
view  of  the  subject,  they  can  discern  no  benefits  accruing  from  an  adop- 
tion of  it 

If  a  suspension  of  limitation  is  contemplated,  the  committee  can  discern 
no  beneficial  consequences  resulting  from  an  sidoption  of  this  resolution; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  many  and  very  extensive  evils,  which  must  be  ob- 
vious to  every  member  of  this  House. 

Contemplating  this  subject  in  every  point  of  view  the  committee  are 
capable  ot,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  in^roper  for  the  House 
to  adopt  this  resolution — 

1st  Because  it  would  require  much  expense  of  time  and  labor  to  com- 
ply with  it ;  and, 

2d.  No  benefits,  but  extensive  evils,  would  result  from  the  existence  of 
such  a  list  as  the  resolution  describes. 

All  which  is  leqpec^ftdly  sotn&iUed  to  the  House. 


DbPAHTMBNT  07  WjLft, 

Accountant's  Office^  January  20, 1796. 

In  the  year  1763  the  anny  of  the  United  States  was  disbanded,  at 
which  time  the  officers  of  the  different  regiments  appointed  agents  to  at- 
tend on  the  commissioner  of  army  accomits  to  make  a  final  settlement  of 
the  arrearages  of  pay  due  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates  of  the  several  regiments  whose  terms  of  service  had  then  expired, 
which  was  done ;  and  the  bidauce  due  each  individual  (excepting  those 
who  were,  by  some  reason  or  other,  left  off  of  die  muster-rolls,  or  returned 
dead,  or  deserted,)  was  settled  by  John  Pieroe,  and  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates issued  to  the  said  agents,  several  of  whom  have  settled  their  accounts, 
and  returned  the  certificates  unissued  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  to 
whom  they  respectively  belong ;  others  have  not  made  any  settlemeut^ 
nor  accounted  for  the  certificates  placed  in  their  hands.  On  a  claim  being 
made  fer  arrearages  of  pay  or  depreciation  claimed  by  an  o&cer  or  sol- 
dier, the  following  process  must  be  pursued,  before  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  any  thing  is  due,  viz  : 

Ist  An  investigation  of  the  State  settlements  must  take  place,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  State  has  not  settled  with  the  claimant,  and  charged  the  United 
States  with  the  depreciation  of  his  pay. 

2d.  The  regimental  settlements  nwst  also  be  examined,  to  find  if  the 
claimants  have  not  been  settled  with,  and  the  certificates  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  agent 

dd.  If  he  did  not  belong  to  the  quota  of  any  particular  State,  individual 
settlements  might  have  been  made  with  him  in  the  commissioner's  office 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  army,  or  at  the  Treasiury  of  the  United 
States  ;  if  no  settlement  has  taken  place,  either  by  the  State  or  United 
States,  as  above,  it  then  will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  documents 
produced  in  support  of  the  claim,  with  the  muster  and  pay-rolls,  to  as- 
certain when  his  services  commenced,  and  how  long  he  continued  in  ser- 
vice, in  order  to  find  the  balance  due.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  know  who  the  claimants  are,  and  wnat  balances  might  be  due 
to  them,  until  they  render  their  claims,  and  the  examination  made  as 
above ;  which,  in  every  case,  from  the  variety  of  documents  to  be  exam- 
ined, it  would  not  take  less  than  three  days  to  each  claim,  and  then  the 
United  States  subject  to  great  imposition  by  double  payments,  being  very 
difficult  to  prove  in  all  cases  the  settlements  already  made ;  and  instances 
have  ahready  come  to  my  knowledge  where  persons,  for  the  same  service, 
have  been  paid  more  than  once  by  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS,  Accountant. 


Report  on  the  expediency  of  making  fiurther  provision  jfor  the  relief  of  tfie 
widow  and  oiqphan  children  of  the  late  Colonel  John  Hardin,  and 
for  the  orphan  daughter  of  the  late  Major  Alexander  Trueman,  made 
the  9th  of  April,  1800. 

Iliat  it  appears  from  the  annexed  papers,  which  the  committee  found 
on  the  file  of  the  House,  that  both  those  officers,  an  undertakmg  a  very  haz- 


ardouB  service,  received  assuraiices  tbpt,  in  the  event  which  afterwards 
happened,  their  fomilies  would  be  provided  for  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States ;  that,  although  the  Government  may  not  be  absolutely 
bound  to  fulfil  those  engagements,  and  although  the  measure  of  its  bounty 
is  not  fixed  by  them,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  neither  the  honor 
nor  interest  of  the  Government  should  permit  it  wholly  to  violate  such 
engagements,  whore  the  danger  to  be  encoimtered  justified  their  being 
entered  into,  or  to  make  a  provision  inadequate  to  their  objects. 

That  the  conmiittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  previous  stipulation  and  the 
nature  of  the  service  in  which  Colonel  Hardin  and  Major  Trueman  were 
engaged,  should  distinguish  their  cases  from  those  of  officers  killed  in  or- 
dinary military  service.  Little  honor  attending  the  most  complete  success 
in  such  enterprises,  much  smaller  inducements  exist  for  engaging  in  them 
than  in  those  military  risks  which  may  produce  great  renown. 

The  conmiittee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  United  States  ought 
to  make  a  suitable  provision  for  educating  the  sons  of  Colonel  Hardin, 
and  for  the  support  of  his  daughters,  and  the  daughter  of  Major  Tnie- 
man,  so  long  as  they  may  remain  unmarried  *,  all  of  them,  as  the  commit- 
tee are  informed,  being  destitute  of  the  fortune  necessary  for  those  uses; 
and  for  this  purpose  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 


No.  1. 


War  Department,  November  26, 1792. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  all  the  information  in  my  power 
relative  to  the  messengers  who  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  in  bearing  the  mes- 
sages of  peace  to  the  Indians. 

Colonel  Hardin  has  left  a  wife  and  five  or  six  children  ;  Major  True- 
man  has  left  three  orphan  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter ;  Mr.  Gerard 
has  left  a  widow  at  Cohunbia,  in  the  Western  Territory,  and  three  or  four 
children ;  Mr.  Freeman  was  a  single  man,  of  about  24  years  of  age,  an 
inhabitant  of  Columbia,  Western  Territory. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  KNOX, 
Secretary  of  ff^ar. 


No.  2. 

War  Department,  November  M,  1792. 
Although  nothing  in  writing  was  stipulated  with  Major  Trueman,  at 
his  express  desire,  yet  the  subscriber  assured  him,  in  the  name  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  if  he  should  lose  his  life  in  the  busi- 
ness of  his  mission,  his  children  should  be  generously  provided  for  by  the 
public 

HENRY  KNOX,  ^ 
Secretary  of  ffctr. 


Vo.i. 

Exiract  of  a  Utter  from  Brigadier  GenercU  Wilkinson  to  the  Secretary 

qf  War,  dated 

"  Fort  Washington,  ^pril  28,  1792. 

^Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  llth  of  February,  I 
wrote  to  ColoDd  John  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  making  a  request  that  he 
would  undertake  to  convey  a  message  to  the  hostile  tribes ;  and  it  was  to 
this  gentleman  I  referred  in  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  March. 

^  Colonel  Hardin  is  a  man  of  stxong  judgment ;  more  conversant  in  the 
Indian  modes  and  habits  than  any  person  I  have  ever  seen ;  and,  as  a 
woodnnan,  is  confessedly  superior  to  the  whole  district  of  Kentucky.  He 
is,  withal,  a  man  high  in  the  public  confidence,  of  spotless  integrity,  and 
invincible  firmness. 

I  deem  the  aid  and  co-<^eration  of  such  an  agent,  in  the  mission  of 
Major  Trueman,  a  matter  of  high  moment,  not  only  with  relation  to  the 
negotiations  impending,  but  with  views  to  the  clear,  accurate,  smd  exten- 
sive information  he  will  be  able  to  acquire  of  the  country  which  may  be«> 
oome  the  theatre  of  war.  I  shall,  therefore,  sir,  venture  to  employ  hun  iu 
the  business,  in  such  manner  as  to  avail  the  public  of  his  judgment,  know- 
ledge, and  experience,  for  which  I  am  to  allow  him  one  guinea  per  day, 
during  the  time  he  is  actually  engaged;  and  it  is  stipulated  between  us« 
that,  in  case  he  should  be  murdered  whilst  in  this  service,  I  am  to  recomr 
mend  his  family  to  the  bounteous  consideration  of  Government." 
Compared  November  24, 1792.  JOHN  STAGG,  Jun. 

Chiff  Clerk  War  Department. 


Report  on  the  memorial  and  remonstrance  qf  Mioses  Hazen.    Idade 
the  Md  Fsbruaryj  1803. 

Tlie  memorialist  complains  that  numerous  errors  have  been  committed 
by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Government  at  different  periods,  in  the 
adjustment  of  his  accounts  with  the  United  States,  and  that  he  has  sidfeired 
manifest  injustice  thereby.  He  pTa3rs  that  his  accounts  may  be  revised 
and  re-examined.  He  also  asks  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  his  British 
half  pay ;  and  that  his  claim  for  the  release  of  German  prisoners  may  be 
considered  and  allowed. 

The  long  and  patient  attention  given  by  your  committee  to  the  represen- 
tations of  the  agent  of  the  memorialist,  and  to  the  examination  of  the  numer- 
ous documents  he  has  produced,  has  only  served  to  convince  them  of  the 
ntter  impropriety  of  interfering  in  the  adjustment  of  accounts  which  onne 
regularly  before  the  officers  appointed  by  law  for  that  purpose.  No  legis^ 
ifttive  aid  seems  necessary  to  enable  the  Treasury  Department  to  render 
ample  justice  to  the  memorialist  And,  it  is  presumed,  no  want  of  dispo- 
sition in  this  respect,  can,  with  propriety,  be  ascribed  to  that  Department. 
The  accounts  of  the  memorialist  appear  to  have  been  in  a  course  of  exami- 
nation from  a  period  anterior  to  the  existence  of  the  present  Government, 
down  to  the  final  decision  made  at  the  Treasury  in  June  last 

Your  coipmittee,  believing  that  every  well-founded  claim  of  the  memo- 
rialist has  been  liquidated  at  the  legal  and  proper  board,  and  that  legisla- 
tive interference  would,  therefore,  be  highly  inexpedient,  are  of  opmion 
diat  die  memorialisi  have  leave  to  withdraw  hk  meoomiaL 


m 

MqMTton  the  petUUrnqf  M6§$$  WhH$mid  ChmiotH  BoMmtj  tMentor 
and  executrix  €f  Moses  Hazei^j  deeeaeed.  Made  the  27tft  of  FA- 
ruarfy  1804. 

The  late  Brigadier  General  Hazen  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  British 
army,  in  the  half-pay  establishment,  at  the  time  he  entered  into  the  ser- 
iriee  of  the  United  States  durine  the  reyolotionarj  war.  On  the  iti 
January,  1T76,  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the  eecood  Canadimn  reti- 
ment  in  the  American  service,  and  on  the  same  day  Congress  passed  &e 
following  resohition,  to  wit : 

^  Reeolvedj  That  the  United  Stales  will  indemnify  Cokmel  Haxen  for 
any  loss  of  half  pay  he  may  sustain  ia  consequence  of  his  enteriog  iota 
dieir  service.'' 

The  object  of  the  present  application  is  to  obtain  paymeet  of  ike 
amount  of  half  jpay  which  accrued  from  the  .26th  December,  1T81,  the 
day  on  which  the  ffeneraPs  name  was  struck  off  the  British  establish- 
ment, until  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  4th  February,  1803. 

No  measures  seem  to  have  bNeen  at  any  time  adopted  by  the  Generri 
Government  to  carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  resolution,  unless  the  pro- 
vision made  for  the  oflBcers  of  the  Amencan  army  generally,  of  his  rank 
and  period  of  service,  is  to  be  considered  in  that  light.  But  it  is 
believed  that,  from  a  sound  construction  of  the  resolution,  connected  with 
a  view  of  all  the  circumstances  under  which  General  Hazen  entered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  Congress 
intended  for  him  some  further  provision  than  was  contemplated  for  the 
other  officers  of  the  American  army,  who  had  not  made  a  similar  sacrifice. 

It  is  certain  the  general,  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  repeatedly 
claimed  the  allowance  of  his  British  half  pay  as  the  genuine  intent  of 
the  indemnity  promised '  him  by  Congress ;  and  it  also  appears,  by  a 
letter  from  the  SMrelary  of  the  TrMsary,  under  dale  of  the  16tb  Julyi 
1795,  that  his  claim  was  then  reoogniaed  at  that  Department  as  being 
founded  in  principle^  and  as  requiring  only  the  evidenee  of  its  amount  to 
entitle  him,  if  not  to  imoMdiate  payment,  at  least  to  a  credit  on  the  bockM 
•f  the  Treasury. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  case,  your  conunittee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be 
flmnied. 


CMm  barred  b^  the  StaMes  4^  LimUatian^  that  o¥ght  to  be  paid. 

Conmranieated  to  the  House  of  Rtpretentmthret,  iaimary  6,  180r. 

Mr.  Stanton,  from  the  committee  appointed  ^^  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  description  of  claims  against  the  United  States  are 
barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitation,  which  in  reason  and  jnstiee  otight  to 
be  provided  for  by  law,"  made  the  following  report : 

That  all  claims  for  services  rendered,  and  supplies  furnished,  ordonCt 
prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  are  barred  by  sundry  resolutions  of  Con* 

fress  passed  in  the  years  1785  and  1787,  and  by  laws  of  the  United 
tates  passed  td  of  February,  179S,  and  on  the  Sd  of  March,  1795,  and 
on  the  9th  of  July,  1798.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  justice 
and  sound  policy  require  that  all  just  and  equitable  daimr  against  the 


Uaited  St»t6i|  wbiipk  9m  tbos-  barrtdi  Apold  ht  hUf  paid  tmd  ptiiftH 
W«  therefore  recoomend  the  fbUowing  reaololion : 

Re$olvedj  That  all  just  and  equitable  claims  against  the  Uaited  StalaSi 
(pr  services  rendered  and  sopplies  fiimiehed  during  the  revolution- 
arj  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  loan  office  certificates,  final  settle* 
ttSDt  certificates,  indents  of  interest,  and  balances  credited  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  which  are  now  barred  by  any  law  of  the  United  State% 
00^  to  be  prpvided  for  by  law. 


Commmicirt«t  to  the  Heuse  of  Eepresenutives,  Jamiary  23,  ISIO, 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Thomson,  report : 

That,  from  documents  accompaning  the  said  petition,  and  seeming 
upon  the  face  of  them  to  be  correct  and  authentic,  it  appears  that  the  pe- 
titioner  was  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  belonged  to  a  regi- 
ment commandea  by  Colonel  Hazen,  called  *'  the  Congress's  own  regi- 
ment." 

That,  after  he  had  served  as  captain  in  the  saidfregiment,  with  *^  hon- 
or and  reputation,''  for  about  one  year,  he  entered  as  a  colonel  into  the 
service  of  Pennsylvania,  to  defend  that  State  against  the  Indian  incursions, 
having  previously  solicited  and  obtained  from  Major  General  Sullivan 
leave  to  retire  from  the  American  army,  on  account  partly  of  his  ill  state 
of  health,  but  principally  because  his  proper  rank  had  been  withheld 
from  him.  That,  in  recruiting,  and  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  his 
eompany  in  the  said  congressional  regiment,  the  petitioner  expended 
eonsiderable  sums  of  money,  which  your  committee  are  convinced  have 
never  been  fully  reimbursed  to  him  ;  and  that  from  two  accounts  made 
out  by  Edward  Chinn,  paymaster  to  the  regiment,  (one  during  the  war, 
and  the  other  in  the  year  1788,)  and  from  a  letter  written  in  1809,  by 
Mr.  Nourse,  the  Refrister,  it  is  manifest  that  the  petitioner's  account  has 
never  been  finally  adjusted. 

The  petitknier  has  exhibited  an  aecomit  showing  m  balance  of  two 
thoQsand  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  five  cents  in  his  favor, 
against  the  United  States ;  which  account,  together  with  the  vouchers 
aopporting  it,  tbe  committee  have  attentively  investigated.  Every  item 
in  the  account  is  established  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  committeei 
except  the  charge  of  three  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and  thirteem 
cents,  for  the  pay  of  the  company  in  the  month  of  August,  1777.  The 
embarrassing  and  difficult  situation  of  the  regiment  in  relation  to  the  en- 
emy in  that  month,  is  offered  by  Captain  Thomson  as  the  cause  of  hi$ 
not  being  able  to  produce  a  regular  |Miy-roll  in  simport  of  the  charge  or 
particidar  item  alluded  to.  Let  this  item  be  stricken  from  the  account, 
and  then  it  appears  that  the  United  States  are  indebted  to  the  indigent  peti- 
tioner in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars 
and  ninety-two  cents ;  but,  by  the  several  resolves  and  statutes  of  limita- 
tion passed  by  Congress,  his  claim,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  is  satisfied.  The 
petitmner,  however,  alleges  that,  in  his  case,  the  principles  of  equi^ 
<N^  to  eontrol  the  rigor  of  the.  law ;  because  he  endeavors  to  prove, 
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and  has  ttid^ed  aatlsfied  the  eottnittee,  that  the  settlement  of  bts  aeeotnit 
Within  the  time  limited  bj  law  was  prevented  by  circumstances  not 
within  his  power. 

The  letter  of  the  Register,  already  referred  to,  and  bis  certifleate  thereto 
-subjoined,  show  that  the  petitioner  attended  in  person,  and  also  by  Mr. 
Nourse,  his  agent,  at  the  office  of  die  commissioner  of  army  accoutits,  in 
New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  account  settled ;  but  that  an  ad- 
justment of  it  did  not  take  place  in  consequence  of  ^some  difficulty"  arising 
out  of  the  unsettled  situation  of  the  accounts  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  An- 
til,  of  the  aforesaid  regiment.  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  the  petitioner 
states  that  he  made  unremitting  efforts  for  the  liquidation  of  his  accoant 
with  Edward  Chinn,  the  paymaster  of  the  regiment ;  presuming  that  if  he 
could  succeed  in  this,  his  account  would  then  be  admitted  by  the  aflsnt 
of  the  United  States.  It  appears,  as  well  from  the  said  letter  of  ^fr. 
Nourse,  as  from  the  petitioner's  representations,  that  his  efforts  were 
fruitless,  and  that  Chinn  not  only  refused  or  neglected  to  make  a  com* 
plete  statement  or  settlement  of  the  petitioner's  account,  but  the  peti- 
tioner moreover  alleges  that  he  was  unable  in  due  time  to  obtain  from 
him  such  papers  as  were  deemed  indispensable  for  its  adjustment.  ChinD 
died ;  the  statute  of  limitations  began  to  operate  ;  and  here  the  subject 
rests. 

In  reporting  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  the  committee  consider  them- 
selves bound  by  the  law  of  the  land.  Could  they  indulge  their  feeliogs 
on  the  present  occasion,  tbev  would  not  say  to  an  old  soldier,  who  has 
bravely  fought  the  battles  of  nis  country,  that  his  just  claim  is  extinguish- 
ed by  the  mere  lapse  of  a  given  number  of  years,  during  which  he  had 
'not  the  means  of  enforcing  it.  Not  compassion  alone  for  a  poor  soldier, 
but  the  mandates  of  justice,  would  impel  them  to  speak  a  very  different 
language.  Conforming,  however,  to  tne  positive  limitations  of  Congress, 
they  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


CdmmiMiiQated  to  Um  Bmm  ofRupWMttiintivei,  Mank  14,  ISM. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Moses 
¥oung,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  was  engaged  by  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.,  as  secrets* 
ry  of  his  embassy  to  Holland,  at  a  salary  of  iC500  sterling,  as  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  Congress  ;  that  he  embarked  with  Mr.  Laurens  on  the 
said  mission,  was  captured  by  the  British,  carried  to  England  and  im- 
prisoned, effected  his  escape  to  France,  where  he  aided  in  the  execo* 
tion  of  the  public  business  in  Dr.  Franklin's  office,  and,  upon  the  enlarge* 
ment  of  Mr.  Laurens  in  April,  1782,  joined  him  in  London  and  served 
as  his  secretary,  and  with  Dr.  Franklin  until  the  9th  of  July,  178S;  at 
which  period  the  objects  of  the  mission  of  Mr.  Laurens,  having,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  his  capture  and  detention  in  England,  been  intrusted  to  Mr. 
Adams,  the  petitioner,  with  a  view  to  save  expense  to  the  United  States, 
with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Laurens,  discontinued  his  services  as  secre* 
tary.  In  consequence  of  the  failure  in  the  mission  of  Mr.  Laurens,  in  the 
object  to  which  it  was  directed,  that  gentleman  expressed  a  determina- 
tion not  to  receive  from  Congress  his  salary  as  minister,  and  advised  the 
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petkioner  to  accept  the  one-balf  tbe  salarj  to  which  he  was  entitled  ap 
secretary  ;  to  which  recotDinendation  tbe  petitioner  acceded  :  transmit*- 
ted  his  account  for  services  from  the  18th  October,  1779,  up  to  the  5th 
Pebruaiy,  1782)  f  when  his  services  were  first  accepted  by  Dr.  Frank* 
lin,)  at  J&250  sterling  per  annum,  which  account  was  so  liquidated  and 
settled  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1783. 
A  reservation  being  made  by  Mr.  Young,  and  by  his  agent,  of  his  right  o€ 
salary  from  the  said  5th  February,  to  the  customary  allowance  for  time 
and  expenses  of  returning  to  the  United  States,  and  for  interest.  Mr. 
Laurens,  however,  having  sustained  losses  by  depreciation  of  continental 
money,  afterwards  felt  himself  Justified  in  receiving  from  the  Govern^ 
ment  tbe  fall  amoDnt  of  his  salary ;  upon  information  of  which  fact  the 
petitioner,  having  been  subjected  to  an  adverse  fortune,  conceived  him- ' 
self  entitled,  without  question  of  his  patriotism,  to  ask  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  state  of  prosperity,  the  satisfaction  of  a  debt  which  at  the 
period  of  their  difficulties  he  had  declined  exacting ;  and  did  accordingly, 
on  the  Sd  of  May,  1787,  present  to  the  accountant  of  the  Treasury  a  claim 
for  the  payment  of  the  balance  of  bis  salary,  and  the  allowance  of  three 
months'  wages  for  time  and  expense  in  returning  to  the  United  States; 
which  claim  was  by  the  aooountant  referred  to  the  Bioard  of  Treasury  on 
the  nth  of  August,  nS8^  and  does  not  appear  to  have  been  by  them  actr 
ed  upon,  in  December,  1792,  Mr.  Yomg  presented  a  petition  to  Coo- 
pessforthe  satielaetion  of  his  claim,  which  was  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  does  not  appear 
to  have  made  report.  The  petitioner  having  resided  abroad  nearly  eleven 
years,  as  secretary  to  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  Spain,  and  as  Ameri^n  consul  at  Madrid,  the  care  of  solicMing  his  claim 
has  been  intrusted  to  his  agents  in  the  United  Stales^  by  whom  it  has  sev- 
eral times,  since  December,  1792,  been  brougjbt  be/ore  CoQgres99  submit- 
ted to  the  investigation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  committees  of 
both  Houses,  and  nas  obtained  on  each  reference  the  confirmation  of  the 
Secretary  and  committees  of  the  justice  and  merits  of  the  claim. 

Your  committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  sacrifices,  sufierings,  and 
meritorious  services  of  the  petitioner,  establislied  by  the  certificate  of  thfe 
late  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.,  and  bther  respectable  evidence,  the  patriotfc 
consideration  Vehich  prevented  his  claiming  the  whole  salary  due  him, 
his  subsequent  disappointments,  and  long-continued  claim  for  settlement 
since  May,  1787,  are  of  opinion  that  his  claim  is  just. 

It  is  a  fact  not  disputed,  that  the  petitioner  presented  an  abstract  of 
kis  claim  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  on  the  Sd  of  Mav,  1787, 
which  is  established  by  the  documents  of  the  public  officers  and  the  ac- 
count itself  tak^n  from  the  Treasury  on  the  12th  of  February,  1806,  bv 
the  petitioner,  and  now  before  the  House  with  his  petition.  The  pre- 
sentation of  the  claim  at  that  time  prevented  the  resolve  of  Congress 
from  barring  the  claim.  The  resolve  was  adopted  on  the  2Sd  of  July, 
1787,  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

^1  Resolved,  That  all  persons  having  unliquidated  claims  against  the 
United  States,  pertaining  to  the  late  commissary's,  quartermaster's,  hos- 
pital, clothier's,  or  marine  departments,  shall  exhibit  particular  abstracts  6{ 
8uch  claims  to  the  proper  commissioner  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  those  departments,  within  eight  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and  all 
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persons  having  other  unliquidated  claims  against  the  United  States  skU 
exhibit  a  particular  abstract  thereof  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  within  one  year  from  the  date  hereof.  And  all  ac* 
counts,  not  exhibited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  precluded  from  settlement  or 
allowance.'' 

From  the  foregoing  circumstances,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  said  Moses  Young  has  a  just  claim  on  the  United  States  for  the  full 
amount  of  his  salary,  at  the  rate  of  £500  sterling  per  annum,  from  the  18tk 
of  October,  1779,  to  the  9th  October,  1792,  including  the  usual  allowance 
of  three  months  for  returning  to  the  United  States;  and  that  after  deducting 
the  sum  received  from  Dr.  Franklin,  and  by  his  attorney,  Joseph  Nourse, 
the  balance,  with  interest  thereon,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

The  committee  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


Statutes  of  Limitation. 
Communicated  to  the  House  of  RepretentatiTet,  December  21»  1811. 

Mr.  Oholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  or  suspending  the  operation  of  the  several  acts  of  limitation,  so 
far  as  they  now  operate  to  bar  the  payment  of  the  following  descriptioD 
of  claims  against  the  United  States,  to  wit:  1st.  Loan  office  certificates. 
Sd.  Indents  of  interest  on  the  public  debt.  Sd.  Final  settlement  certifi- 
cates. 4th.  Commissioners'  certificates.  5th.  Army  certificates.  6th. 
Credits  given  in  lieu  of  army  certificates  cancelled.  7th.  Credits  for  the 
pay  of  me  army,  for  which  no  certificates  were  issued.  8th.  Invalid 
pensions.    9th.  Lost  or  destroyed  certificates — ^made  the  following  report : 

That  they  have  bestowed  on  the  resolution  that  full  consideration  to 
which  it  was  entitled.  They  felt,  on  the  one  hand,  sincere  solicitude  to 
devise  some  just  and  adequate  method  of  satisfying  the  claims  in  ques- 
tion, whilst,  on  the  other,  they  were  forcibly  struck  with  the  unavoidable 
scenes  of  speculation  and  fraud  which  would  ensue  the  repeal  or  suspen- 
sion of  any  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  whereby  those  claims  are  barred. 
If  the  old  soldier,  his  widow^  or  his  orphan,  were  alone  to  be  benefited 
by  such  suspension,  your  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it. 
Past  experience,  however,  hath  evidently  shown  that  similar  legislative 
indulgences  have  inured  almost  exclusively  to  the  advantage  of  the  un- 
principled speculator,  and  those  who  avail  themselves  of  me  ignorance 
and  subsist  upon  the  misfortunes  of  others.  We  have  innumerable  exam- 
ples of  the  truth  of  this  position,  in  the  consequences  that  resulted,  nqt 
only  from  the  various  suspensions  of  these  acts  which  have  hitherto  taken 
place,  but  more  especially  from  the  adoption  of  the  funding  system.  It 
IS  deemed  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  consequences ;  they  are  too 
well  known.  Although  a  communication  received  from  the  Treasury  at 
a  former  session  holds  out  an  opinion  that  there  are  in  the  possession  of 
that  Department  sufficient  checks  and  guards  to  protect  the  United  States 
from  imposition  and  fraud  in  the  payment  of  a  certain  part  of  those  claims, 
the  committee  are  differently  impressed.     They  have  seen  a  transcript 
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from  the  books  of  the  Treasury^  published  to  the  world,  exhibiting  the 
names  of  a  certain  class  of  claimants ;  and  to  suppose  that  a  facility  of 
this  kind,  thus  offered  to  speculative  artifice  and  management,  would  not 
be  seized  upon  and.  used  by  the  speculator,  to  impose  upon  Government, 
is  to  suppose  a  thing  contrary  to  all  experience.  I'he  committee  feel 
themselves  by  no  means  able  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  a  just 
claim  liquidated,  and  a  just  one  unliquidated ;  and  to  attempt  the  invidi- 
ous task  of  distinction  in  point  of  merit,  where  th^re  can  be  no  difference, 
and  to  open  the  statutes  of  limitation  in  order  to  relieve  a  part,  or  a  few 
CiTorite  classes  of  claims,  does  not  comport,  in  the  view  of  your  commit- 
tee,  with  any  principle  of  fairness,  or  with  that  equal  system  of  distribu- 
tive justice,  which  ought  to  be  dispensed  towards  all.  When  they  take 
a  retrospective  view  of  the  subject,  and  find  that  most  of  those  statutes 
were  first  passed  in  the  times  and  under  the  patriot  counsels  of  the  old 
Congress,  and  that  the  more  general  one,  which  took  effect  in  1794,  was 
passed  under  the  administration  of  General  Washington,  who  was  him- 
self the  chief  of  soldiers,  as  he  was  the  chief  of  their  patrons  and  friends 
in  every  station ;  but  he  was  equally  the  friend  of  his  country,  and  gave 
that  act  the  sanction  of  his  name,  as  founded,  at  least,  in  a  policy  of  gen- 
eral justice  and  right,  which  the  Government  had  been  at  length  obliged 
to  resort  to  and  maintain  in  self-defence  ;  that  every  Congress  since  has 
invariably  adhered  to  the  general  policy  of  those  laws ;  and,  after  the 
lapse  of  so  many  years,  when  the  difficulty  of  doing  justice  has  increased 
with  the  increase  of  time,  and  when  a  partial  repeal  would  but  tend  to 
increase  the  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  of  every  class  of  claimants 
which  should  remain  unprovided  for,  the  committee  cannot,  from  any 
^ew  they  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  recommend  the  repeal 
or  suspension  of  any  of  those  statutes.  They  would  therefore  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Re$ohedj  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  or  suspend  any  of  the  acts 
of  limitation,  whereby  the  aforesaid  descriptions  of  claims  are  barred. 


March  4,  1812. 

1^  and  oommhted  to  the  Conmittee  of  th«  Whole  House,  on  Uie  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ckiros  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Dixon,  report : 

That,  from  documents  exhibited  by  the  petitioner,  it  appears  he  is  the 
usignee  of  Lucy  Dixon,  his  mother,  of  a  certificate  which  was  issued  in 
w  favor,  by  the  commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  sum  of  $329  ii,  "  payable 
^th  six  per  cent,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781,"  and  dated  the  23d 
^'December,  1786.  The  original  certificate  is  produced,  and,  by  an 
endorsement  on  it,  it  appears  the  interest  was  paid  to  the  1st  of  January, 
*^S5.  A  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  is  likewise  exhibited, 
lowing  that  Lucy  Dixon  stands  a  creditor  on  the  records  of  that  Depart- 
ment for  the  said  certificate,  which  *' remains  unliquidated  by  the  United 
states."  As  an  apology  (as  it  is  presumed  by  the  committee)  for  not 
pJ'esenting  this  claim  at  an  earlier  period,  Lucy  Dixon,  in  a  petition  for- 
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merlj  ofiFered  by  herself,  alleges  that  she,  in  the  year  179S,  left  Virginia 
ani  went  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  where  she  remained  until  1799,  or 
1800.  That,  on  her  return  to  her  residence  in  Virginia,  she,  on  looking 
over  her  papers,  found  the  certificate  in  question,  and  likewise  others, 
that  were  entirely  destroyed.  That  she  was  ignorant,  as  well  of  the 
Talue  of  such  certificates,  as  of  the  mode  in  which  the  law  provided  for 
their  payment.  That  one  of  her  sons  took  Hith  him  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory  the  said  certificate,  where  he  kept  it,  until  a  few  years  ago, 
when  he  returned  to  her,  and  she  shortly  allrrwards  presented  her  peti* 
tion  for  the  amount  of  it. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  it  would  appear  that  there  is  no  obsta- 
cle to  the  allowance  of  this  claim  but  the  statute  of  limitation.  Yoor 
committee  have  recently  very  respectfully  decided  against  the  repeal 
of  the  law  barring  demands  like  the  present. 

It  is  for  the  House  to  determine  on  the  course  they  will  pursue  on 
this  subject. 

The  facts  are  faithfully  detailed.  Your  committee,  however,  conform- 
ing to  the  rule  by  which  it  has  been  governed  in  similar  cases,  recom- 
mend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Seven  yeari*  Haif  Pay. 

Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  30,  1812. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Anna  Young,  daughter  and  sole  heires«  of  Colonel  Jobs 
Durkee,  deceased,  made  the  following  report : 

That  it  appears  the  said  Durkee  commanded  a  regiment  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States^  in  the  revolutionary  war ;  that  he  was  sever^ 
wounded,  and  that  he  died  in  the  year  1782,  in  the  military  service. 
That,  under  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  the 
widow  of  the  said  Durkee  became  entitled  to  the  seven  years^  half  pay 
of  a  colonel,  to  which  Durkee  himself  would  have  been  entitled,  bad 
he  lived  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  That  the  widow  of  the  said 
Durkee  is  dead,  and  the  petitioner  is  the  sole  claimant. 

It  seems  that  thi3  claim  was,  at  an  early  period,  demanded  of  lh«  Gor- 
ernment ;  but  that  the  allowance  of  it  was  withheld  in  coosequeooe  df 
a  balance  of  $d,ldO,  which  appears,  from  the  account  of  Colonel  Durkee, 
to  be  due  by  him  to  the  United  States.  It  is  supposed  at  the  Departoent 
ef  War  that  this  balance,  in  paper  emissions,  was  appropriated  by  Colo- 
nel Durkee  to  his  own  use,  in  July,  1777,  when  paper  money  had  be- 
come much  depreciated.  This  sum  should,  therefore,  be  reduced  by  a 
scale  of  depreciation  applicable  to  that  period. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner,  on  account  of  tbe 
services  of  her  father,  is  entitled  to  his  seven  years'  half  pay  as  colonel) 
and  interest  thereon,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  aforesaid  balanee, 
(reduced,  as  it  should  be,  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,)  which  appears 
due  by  Colonel  Durkee  in  his  account  with  the  United  States.  Tbe 
committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  petitioner's  relief* 


1T« 

Nov9MBvm  U,  1814. 

The  Oommittee  on  Penskms  nnd  Reyolntionary  Glaims,  ta  wlwm  was 
nefeired  the  petition  of  WiUiMn  Arnold)  of  East  Oreenwioii,  in  the  Stale 
of  Rhode  Island^  report : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  was  possesMd-  of  a  loan  ofiee  cer«» 
ti&eale,  isMied  from  the  loan  ofice  in  Massachuietts,  pajable  to  Christo* 
pher  Clark,  or  bearer,  for  $600,  and  dated  the  S5th  October,  1777^ 
That,  on  the  27th  December,  1787,  his  house  was  bnmt,  and  with  it 
this  certi6cate,  &c.  He  prajs  that  another  certificate  of  like  value  majr 
be  iisaed  to  him. 

From  the  papers  snbmitted  to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the  house 
of  the  petitioner  was  destroyed  by  fiie,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition.  That 
the  said  certificate  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  petitioner.  That 
the  fact  of  its  destructioii  was  made  known  to  two  witnesses  soon  after 
it  happened ;  aid  that  notice  of  said  destruction  was  given  in  one  of  the 
public  papers  of  Boston,  and  also  in  the  Newport  Herald.  T-hese  adver- 
tisements were  Bot  inserted,' however,  until  October,  1790,  neaHy  three 
years  after  the  destruction. 

In  December,  1790,  the  petitioner  notified  the  commissioner  of  loans 
at  Boston  of  the  fact,  and  deposited  with  him  the  evidence  thereof.  That 
in  November,  1791,  he  petitioned  Congress  on  the  subject,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  made  his  report  in  April, 
t792.  This  report  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  thereon  \ 
bat  the  report  was  not  further  acted  on. 

From  the  above  facts  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  has  complied  with 
fte  requisites  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  10th  May,  1780,  in  ever^ 
particular,  except  as  to  the  time  in  which  notice  should  have  been  given 
of  the  destruction. 

It  also  appears,  by  a  letter  received  from  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
(hat  this  claim  was  presented  and  registered  in  his  office  on  the  29th  of 
May,  1795^  which  is  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  21st  April, 
1794 ;  and  that  the  reason  why  it  was  not  recognised  and  settled  was, 
that  the  advertisement  of  the  destruction  of  the  certificate  was  too  late  to 
entitle  the  claimant  to  relief. 

From  the  foregoing  facts,  the  committee  feel  satisfied  that  the  claim  is 
*  just  one ;  and  they  find  no  legal  objection  to  its  being  allowed,  except 
Ait  the  provision  of  the  resolve  of  1780,  relative  to  the  notice  of  the 
^^•truction  of  the  certificate,  has  not  been  complied  with.  They  do  not 
tbiok  this  objection  sufficient  to  bar  the  claim.  It  may  not  be  proper  on 
8Jigbl  occasions  to  forego  the  provisions  of  a  law  founded  in  wisdom,  and 
thereby  give  precedent  to  sanction  claims  supported  neither  by  law  nor 
equity ;  but  when,  to  obtain  justice,  it  is  necessary  to  do  so,  the  commit- 
tee feel  not  only  willing,  but  bound  to  do  it.  They  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Aeaol^ad,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  granted. 

Treasury  Departmskt, 

Audii^'a  Qfic€,  Octobtr  S6, 1814. 
8m:  Id  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
■^*«  tiiat  the  claim  of  William  Arnold,  for  the  renevral  of  a  loan  office 
certificate  of  the  namiM*  vialue  of  (j^OO^  ^nder  the  act  of  the  21  s(  Aprils 
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1794,  was  presented  and  registered  at  this  office  on  the  29tb  of  Maj, 
1795;  and  that  the  papers  in  relation  thereto  (believed  to  be  the  same 
BOW  offered  in  support  of  bis  petition)  remained  in  my  possession  until 
the  5tb  of  March,  1814,  when  they  were  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Potter,  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  objections  to  the  admission  of  diis 
claim  at  the  Treasury,  as  noted  on  a  general  statement  furnished  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  8th  of  March,  1802,  were 
in  the  following  words :  ^^  The  destruction  appears  to  have  taken  place 
on  the  27th  December,  1787,  but  was  not  advertised  until  the  month  of 
October,  1790,  which  was  too  late  to  entitle  the  claimant  to  the  benefit 
of  the  act."  The  petition  and  documents  are  herewith,  returned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

R.  HARRISON. 
The  Hon.  John  J.  Chappell,  Chairman 

of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 


January  IS,  1815. 
The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Farrington  Barkelow,  administrator  to  Mary 
Rappelya,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  the  said  Mary  Rappelya  was  possessed 
of  two  loan  office  certificates ;  that  her  house  was  consumed  by  fire,  and 
with  it  the  said  certificates.  He  prays  that  they  may  be  renewed,  or 
some  other  compensation  made  for  them. 

It  appears  that  there  were  issued  to  the  said  Mary  Rappelya  two  cer- 
tificates from  the  loan  office  of  New  Jersey,  one,  No.  1564,  dated  June 
8,  1778,  for  j(600 ;  the  other.  No.  294,  dated  the  same  day,  for  $500; 
and  that  the  said  certificates  are  still  outstanding  and  unpaid.  It  also 
appears  that  she  made  known  the  fact  of  the  destruction  of  the  said  cer- 
tificates shortly  after  it  happened,  which  was  in  March,  1787,  but  did 
not  advertise  it  in  the  papers  until  February,  1792,  near  five  years  after- 
wards, which  she  has  sworn  was  occasioned  by  her  ignorance  of  its 
necessity.  She  petitioned  Congress  for  redress  in  the  case  in  February, 
1795,  and  a  favorable  report  was  made  thereon, 'but  it  was  not  finally 
acted  on.  She  died  in  the  year  1807,  and  in  1811  administration  of  her 
effects  was  committed  to  the  petitioner. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  appears  that  the  claim  is  a  just  one ;  but 
it  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation,  it  not  appearing  that  the  claim 
was  presented  at  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  Ist  June,  1795,  which  is 
required  by  law.  It  also  appears  that  the  requisites  of  the  resolve  of 
1780  have  not  been  complied  with  so  far  as  to  advertise  the  destruction 
immediately  after  it  happened.  The  committee  feel  satisfied,  however, 
that  as  the  destruction  was  advertised,  and  as  a  petition  was  presented 
to  Congress,  (and  not  to  the  Treasury,)  before  the  limited  time  had  ex- 
pired, tnat  there  has. been  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  although  not  with 
the  letter  of  the  laws.  They  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  relief  ought 
to  be  granted,  iumI  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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FCBRVART   24,    1816. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolotionarj  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  respectfully  report: 

That  it  is  stated  hj  the  petitioner  that  her  late  husband,  Alexander 
Hamilton,  was,  as  she  is  advised,  justly  entitled  to  five  years'  full  pay  (as 
eommntatton  of  half  pay  daring  life)  of  a  lieutenant  colonel,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States  during  the 
revolutionary  war. 

That  her  husband  never  received  the  said  pay  to  which  he  was  so  enti- 
tled ;  that  if  he  eter  relinquished  his  claim  to  said  pay,  of  which  an 
apprehension  is  expressed  by  the  petitioner,  it  was  from  the  delicate  mo- 
tire  of  divesting  himself  of  all  interest  upon  the  subject  of  making  pro- 
rision  for  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  who  served 
daring  the  war ;  in  which  important  business  he  was  called  on  to  act,  as 
a  member  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1782  :  and  that  the  present  situation 
of  the  family  of  her  lamented  husband  renders  it  desirable  that  they  should 
receive  the  remuneration  to  which  he  was  justly  entitled  from  his  coun- 
try.   This   remuneration,  therefore,  the  petitioner  respectfully  solicits. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  public  record  or  document,  show- 
ing the  time  at  which  Colonel  Hamilton  resigned  his  commission  in  the 
trmy.  From  the  uniform  tenor  of  various  letters  of  distinguished  officers 
of  the  revolutionary  army,  addressed  to  the  honorable  Richard  M.  John- 
son, as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  year  1810,  as  well 
18  from  a  brevet  commission,  dated  the  28th  day  of  October,  178S,  by 
which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  colonel  by  brevet,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  the  com- 
mittee entertain  the  opinion  that  Colonel  Hamilton  served  during  the 
war;  and  that  he  never  received  either  half  pay  during  life,  or  full  pay 
for  five  years  in  lieu  thereof,  as  commutation,  to  which  he  was  entitled 
by  law. 

Of  any  relinquishment  of  Colonel  Hamilton  to  the  claim  now  asked  to 
be  satisfied,  the  committee  possess  no  knowledge,  except  that  derived 
from  the  apprehension  expressed  in  the  petition,  to  which  they  have 
already  adverted  ;  and  from  a  written  document,  signed  A.  H.,  importing 
to  be  a  statement  of  the  temporal  concerns  of  Colonel  Hamilton,  in 
which  allusion  is  made  to  a  note  by  him  signed,  addressed  to  the  Secre-  ' 
tary  of  War,  relinquishing  the  claim  in  question.  The  committee  would 
Airther  remark,  that  should  a  probability  exist  that  Colonel  Hamilton 
may  have  relinquished  his  said  claim,  and  notwithstanding  it  is  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitation,  nevertheless,  as  the  services  have  been  ren- 
dered to  the  country,  by  which  its  happiness  and  prosperity  have  been 
promoted,' they  are  of  opinion  that  to  reject  the  claim,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  by  which  it  is  characterized,  would  not  comport  with  that 
honorable  sense  of  justice  and  magnanimous  policy  which  ought  ever 
to  distinguish  the  legislative  proceedings  of  a  virtuous  and  enlightened 
nation. 

They  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill,  granting  the  relief  solicited  in 
*be  premises. 


jANt7A»  SI,  1888. 

The  Cofnmittee  on  PenaioDS  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Guthry,  have  had  the  same  under  consid- 
eration, and  report : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolulion^  and 
served  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
struggle  for  independence  ;  that,  in  consideration  of  his  military  services, 
he  obtained  two  final  settlement  certificates,  one  for  eighty  dollars,  dated 
2d  August,  1784,  the  other  for  one  hubdred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and 
thirty  cents,  dated  the  3d  August,  1784  ;  and  on  these  certificates  be  drew, 
on  the  29th  day  of  December,  1788,  three  years'  interest,  to  the  aasount 
of  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty-ninetieths,  as  will  appear  fi om  the  certifi- 
cate of  James  Hopkins,  commissioner  of  loans  for  Virginia,  dated  Octo- 
ber 19th,  1791,  (and  which  is  made,  and  is  to  be  considered,  as  a  part 
of  this  report,)  through  Zachariah  Johnson,  who,  your  committee  pre- 
sume was  authorized  to  receive  the  interest  accruing  on  said  certificates; 
that  afterwards  he  became  deranged,  and  in  a  fit  of  insanity  he  destroyed 
the  certificates,  as  is  presumed  from  the  testimony  of  Isaac  McClure, 
David  McClure,  and  John  Guthry,  Jr.,  accompanying  the  petition.     Your 
committee  further  report  that  it  appears,  from  the  certificate  of  Joseph 
Nourse,  Register,  dated  at  the  Treasury!Department,  January  12th,  1821, 
that  certificate  No.  78,781,  dated  August  Sd,   1784,  issued    to  John 
Guthry,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  bear- 
ing interest  from  the  1st  January,  1788, remains  outstanding  and  unpaid; 
that  the  petitioner  states  he  applied  at  the  office  of  the  Treasury  for  pay- 
ment of  his  claim,  under  an  act  of  Congress  which  took  effect  on  the 
ISth  of  April,  1818,  but  was  informed  that  the  same  could  not  then  be 
adjusted,  inasmuch  as  the  certificates  themselves  were  not  produced. 
The  circumstances  attending  and  connected  with  the  loss  of  the  certifi* 
cates,  and  it  appearing  that  certificate  No.  17,781,  issued  in  the  name 
of  John  Guthry,  is  outstanding  and  unpaid,  have  induced  your  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  said  certificate. 


Depreciatiotiy  Commuta'ian^  and  Bou7ity  Land. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ed* 
mund  Brooke,  made  December  2Sd,  1817. 

That  the  petitioner  claims  pay,  depreciation  of  pay,  commutation,  and 
bounty  lands^  for  his  services  in  the  Revolution,  as  first  lieutenant  in  the 
first  regiment  of  Virginia  artillery,  on  the  continental  establishment. 
He  stales  that  he  was  appointed  to  that  office  in  February,  1781,  and 
that  he  continued  in  service  "  till  the  siege  of  Yorktbwn,  when,  being 
extremely  ill,  he  was  compelled  to  ask  a  furlough  for  a  few  weeks." 
Tlie  petitioner  does  not  state  that  he  ever  afterwards  joined  the  army, 
but  that  he  held  himself  in  readiness  to  obey  any  call  that  might  be  made 
on  hiin.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  this  statement  of  facts, 
that  the  acts  of  limitation  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  oppose  to  this 
claim  ;  but  that  the  Hotise  may  possess  the  same  knowledge  of  facts  with 
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wfaicfa  ihey  have  acted  upon  tke  petition,  the^liave  determined  to  report 
in  detail.  This  claim  luis  often  been  before  Congress,  and  bas  been  re* 
ported  against  at  several  different  sesaionfi.  Tbe  committee,  before 
tbey  prqceed  to-an  examination  of  its  original  merits,  ca&nol  but  express 
their  regret  that  the  pertinacity  of  claimants  has,  in  some  measure,  been 
ODcouraged  by  the  apparent  success  of  some  supposed  fortunate  peti- 
tioners*  The  committee  proceed  to  examine  the  several  items  of  claims 
in  tbe  order  in  which  they  are  presented,  and  have  adopted  the  reportof 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  this  pe- 
tition was  referred  at  the  third  session  of  the  eleventh  Congress. 

Ut.  Pay,  In  a  certificate,  dated  March  17,  1798,  signed  ^^  Aw.  Duns-^ 
comb,"  late  assistant  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  Virginia^  produced^ 
as  is  supposed  by  the  petitioner  and  referred  to  in  his  petition,  are  these, 
words :  ^^  From  an  examination  of  the  books  in  the  office  of  the  Atiditor 
for  the  State  of  Virginia,  it  appears  that  Colonel  Duval  settled  the  ac- 
count of  Edmund  Brooke,  as  a  lieutenant  of  artillery,  on  the  dth  day  of 
March,  1784." 

2d.  Depreciation  of  Pay.  By  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of 
April,  1780,  '^  the  line  of  tbe  army,  and  the  independent  corps  thereof,'^ 
were  promised,  when  the  pablic  finance  would  admit,  that  the  deficiency 
of  their  pay,  occasioned  by  depreciation,  should  be  made  good  ;  but  this 
provision  is  not  applicable  to  any  but  such  as  were  engaged  during  the 
war,  or  for  three  years,  and  were  then  in  service.  Tbe  petitioner  does 
not  come  within  the  provisions  of  this  resolution. 

3d.  Commutation.  By  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  22,  1783,, 
'*aU  officers  then  in  service^  and  who  should  continue  therein  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  were  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay, 
instead  of  the  half  pay  for  life"  promised  by  the  resolution  of  21st  of 
October,  1780.  The  latter  resolution,  from  its  obvious  import,  did  not 
make  provision  for  any  officers  except  those  then  in  service,  or  reduced. 
As  the  petitioner  was  not  in  service,  or  reduced,  in  October,  1780,  he 
could  never  have  been  entitled  to  commutation,  had  he  continued  in  Ser- 
Tice  to  tbe  end  of  the  war.  It  has  long  since  been  settled  that  the  war 
ended  when  the  troops  were  discharged,  on  the  3d  November,  1783 ; 
and  there  is  not  sufficient  proof  that  be  continued  in  the  service  till  that 
time. 

Ath.  B&unty.  This  subject  belongs  to  the  Treasury  Department ;  had 
it  been  the  sole  prayer  of  the  petition,  it  is  believed  it  would  not  have 
been  referred  to  your  committee. 

The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the  follow* 
ing  resolution  : 

Resohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  entirely  unfounded,  and 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Military  Service  in  the  Revolution. 

Communicated  to  tbe  House  of  Representatives  on  the  30th  of  November,  1818. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claima^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Staples,  reported : 

That  it  appears^  from  th^  petition  and  accompanying  documents,  that 
the  petitioner  enlisted  and  served  in  the  army  of  the  United  States^ 
23 
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from  the  Ist  tf  January,  1777,  until  the  1st  of  August,  1780 ;  that  for  his 
said  serviees  be  received  certain  certificates,  but  that  the  amount  due 
him  was  drawn  (as  he  states)  without  his  knowledge  or  consent  by  the 
captain  under  whom  he  had  served  ;  and  he  now  prays  Congress  to  take 
his  case  into  consideration,  and  grant  him  relief. 

The  case  of  the  petitioner  was,  in  the  year  of  1794,  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  made  a  report  thereon,  that  ^^  the  certificates  in 
question  were  issued  by  an  officer  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  they  being  for  depreciation  of  pay  up  to  the  IsC  of  August, 
1780,  when  the  petitioner  was  discharged.  The  amount  of  the  certifi- 
cates has  probably  been  charged  to  the  IFnited  States.  It  would  appear, 
therefore,  that  if  Captain  Brown  could  not  be  compelled  to  refund  the 
certificates,  and  if  they  were  issued  by  the  officer  of  Maryland  without 
proper  authority,  the  petitioner  ought  to  make  his  application  to  that 
State  for  redress,  instead  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  attended 
with  great  difficulties  for  the  United  States  to  attempt  to  relieve  the  peti- 
tioner." The  committee  entirely  concur  with  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
documents. 


Officers  of  the  Revolution. 

Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatlvet,  December  7th.  1818. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  in  behalf  of  sundry  surviving  officers  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  reported  : 

That,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  by  resolution  of  Congress,  it  was 
provided  that  the  officers  who  should  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of 
the  war  should  be  entitled  to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from 
the  time  of  reduction.  This  stipulation  emanated  £rom  a  previous  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  which  promised  seven  years'  half  pay  to  the  same  class 
of  officers,  excepting  those  who  might  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  the  States. 

By  another  resolution  of  Congress,  in  January,  1781,  the  stipulation  was 
So  extended  as  to  embrace  the  hospital  department  and  medical  staff. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1783  a  memorial  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress from  a  committee  of  the  officers  of  the  army  under  the  immediate 
command  of  General  Washington,  proposing  a  relinquishment  of  the 
half  pay  for  life,  on  condition  that  an  equivalent  should  be  provided, 
either  by  the  payment  of  a  gross  sum,  or  by  a  full  compensation  for  a 
limited  time.  This  proposition,  which  originated  with  officers  of  the 
army,  grew  out  of  a  conviction  that  the  half  pay  for  life  was  regarded  by 
their  fellow- citizens  as  savoring  too  much  of  the  spirit  of  a  privileged 
order,  which  rendered  the  measure  unpopular  with  many  of  the  coin- 
muni^  ;  and  the  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  officers  to  relinquish  the 
payment  for  life  was,  and  ever  will  be,  viewed  as  an  act  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished prtriotism,  in  perfect  accordance  with  that  entire  devotion  to 
the  country  which  is  so  strikingly  manifested  in  all  their  sufferings,  saeri- 
fioes,  and  services. 
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CoBgresa,  well  apprised  or  the  prevailing  objeotioD  to  die  allowance 
for  life,  which  had  been  adopted  only  from  necessitj-,  readily  embraced 
the  occasion  of  remoTing  a  measure  objectionable  in  its  principle,  by  a 
commutation  of  five  years'  foil  pay  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  for  life,  in  a 
resolution  of  March  22,  178S,  which  provided  that  such  officers  as  were 
dien  in  service,  and  who  should  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
should  be  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  money, 
or  securities  on  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  Congress  should  , 
find  most  convenient,  instead  of  the  half  pay  promised  for  life  by  the 
resolution  of  October  21st,  1780 ;  the  said  securities  to  be  such  as  should 
be  given  to  other  creditors  of  the  United  States :  provided^  it  should  be 
at  me  option  of  the  lines  of  the  respective  States,  and  not  of  officers 
individually  of  those  lines,  to  refuse  or  accept  the  same.  The  commuta- 
tion was  acceded  to  by  the  officers  generally  in  the  manner  pointed  out, 
and  at  the  reduction  of  the  army  they  received  commutation  certificates 
for  the  amount  prescribed.  The  memorialists  state  a  variety  of  facts, 
and  present  many  considerations,  to  prove  that  by  the  commutation  great 
injustice  has  been  done  to  the  officers  originally  entitled  to  half  pay  for 
life,  and  their  object  is  to  induce  the  Gpovernment  to  resume  the  original 
contract  of  half  pav  for  life,  upon  certain  terms  therein  expressed ;  and 
die  memorial  concludes  with  a  specific  prayer  that  an  act  may  be  passed 
directing  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  claim  of 
each  surviving  officer  of  the  revolutionary  army  of  the  United  States, 
who,  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  was  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life, 
calculating  the  aniount  of  the  principal  of  the  arrearages  from  the 
time  of  his  reduction,  and  deducting  therefrom  five  years'  full  pay,  and 
the  balance  of  arrearages  being  thus  ascertained,  to  issue  a  certificate, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  to  the  officer,  for  the 
tmount  of  said  balance;  and  the  officer  to  be  thenceforth  entitled  to 
receive  half  pay,  in  half  yearly  payments,  for  and  during  the  term  of  his 
natural  life.  The  committee  have  endeavored  to  investigate  the  subject 
with  all  the  candor  and  attention  which  its  merits  require ;  and,  in  any 
view,  difficulties  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  presented  themselves. 

When  contemplating  the  eminent  services  and  generous  sacrifices  of 
that  illustrious  band,  the  committee  could  not  withhold  a  favorable  re- 
port to  the  full  extent  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  could  they  be 
governed  alone  by  feeling.  The  resources  of  the  nation  would  never 
I'epay  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  patriots  and  sages  of  the 
Revolution,  whose  counsels  and  achievements  so  essentially  contrib- 
uted to  the  establishment  of  that  freedom  and  independence  from  which  so 
many  blessings  flow.  Were  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  asked  as  a  gratu- 
ity only,  new  difficulties  would  arise ;  other  classes  of  citizens  equally 
meritorious,  and  much  more  numerous,  whose  sacrifices  were  not  less 
extensive,  would  have  equal  claims,  and  merit  equal  attention.  The 
whole  revolutionary  struggle  was  marked  with  public  sacrifices  and  pub- 
lic devotion  ;  every  class  of  citizens  endured  with  cheerfulness  the  pri- 
vations and  losses  to  which  those  trying  times  subjected  them,  and  in  the 
happiness  and  independence  of  the  country  which  followed,  every  room- 
er of  the  community  found  his  best  reward  ;  and  however  desirable  it 
may  be  that  every  sacrifice  in  time  of  great  public  calamity  may  receive 
^  pecuniary  requital,  the  American  Revolution  demonstrates  its  inqincti* 
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cabilitjt  and  necessity  requires  that  the  munificenee  ot  Go?erni»e»t  should 
have  some  limitation.  Well  aware  of  this  yiew  of  the  subjeet,  tlie 
claim  of  the  memorialists  is  predicated  upon  contraet  and  le^  obligiK 
tion.  In  the  light  of  justice,  therefore,  the  cooumttee  have  also  eoAaid* 
ered  this  subject ;  and  it  is  with  feelings  of  eiLtreme  regret  that  thej 
find  themselves  compelled  in  duty  to  differ  in  opinion  with  the  meoio- 
rialistsin  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

The  resolution  of  Congress,  under  which  the  claim  for  the  kalf-paj 
was  commoted,  was  proposed  by  the  officers,  and  the  cofiiBiutatioQ  voloo* 
tarily  accepted  by  them  in  the  manner  specified.  The  memorialists  also 
urge  their  claim  upon  the  supposition  that  the  commutation  was  aoi  aa 
equivalent  for  the  original  stipulation  ;  and  more  than  five  years'  full  pajr. 
was  then  equitably  due.  The  committee,  on  this  pointy  are  <tf  opimiOA 
that  a  just  estimate  was  made  by  the  parties  when  the  commutation  wa» 
agreed  upon,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  ougbt  aot  to 
be  revived  at  this  day ;  but  if  it  were  necessary  to  look  for  relief,  by  re*, 
viewing  the  comparative  amount,  it  will  be  found  that  the  interest  of 
five  years'  full  pay,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  equal  to  three-fiAha  oC 
the  whole  amount  of  half  pay  forever;  for  example,  take  the  advance  m 
a  captain  of  five  years'  full  pay,  at  forty  dollars  p^  month,  $2,400,  tba 
annual  interest  on  which  would  make  the  sum  of  $144,  at  six  per  cent.; 
and  the  whole  amount  of  half  pay  would  make  a  sum  of  $240  per  annu«a. 
The  advance  of  five  years'  full  pay  will  also  be  found  equal  to  the  pres- 
ent worth  of  half  pay  for  nM>re  than  fifteen  years.  The  comtnitiee  can- 
not therefore  discover  such  a  great  inadequacy  in  the,  amount  stipulated* 
The  resolution  of  March,  1783,  provided  that  the  five  years'  full  pay 
should  be  in  money,  or  securities  on  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
as  Congress  should  find  most  convenient :  the  said  securities  being  such 
as  should  be  given  to  the  other  creditors  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  found  it  most  convenient  to  pay  in  securities  on  interest,  and» 
for  this  purpose,  gave  certificates  conformably  to  the  stipulation  ;  the  .#n- 
ly  evidence  of  debt  in  their  power,  and  the  same  as  were  given  to  other 
creditors  of  the  United  States;  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  pkdged  for  the 
payment  of  these  certificates,  and  the  pledge  was  subsequently  redeemed 
by  the  payment  of  the  nominal  amount,  with  interest,  in  gold  and  silver^ 
or  equivalents,  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  his  assignee.  If  the  officers 
eould  not  command  the  money  in  hand  for  these  certificates,  neither  could 
they  have  done  so  at  that  day,  for  their  half  pay,  had  there  been  no  con* 
mutation  ;  gold  and  silver  were  not  within  the  reach  of  the  Government  al 
that  period.  This  is  suggested  only  to  diow  that  the  mode  of  payment 
akme  was  changed,  and  that  the  commutation  was  granted  as  a  fair  equiv- 
alent. 

Upon  the  view  taken  by  the  memorialists,  the  committee  could  not  see 
any  justice  in  confining  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  to  those  only  who  stiU 
survive.  ,  To  provide  for  those  upon  the  principle  of  justice  and  legal  ob- 
ligation, and  suffer  the  dead  to  be  forgotten,  would  be  bat  a  partial  mm»- 
neration  ;  the  heirs^  of  the  deceased  would  have  equal  claims  upon  the 
Government  as  the  officer  who  survives.  Again :  the  memorialists  ask  a 
resumption  of  the  original  contract ;  to  which  the  same  objections  may  be 
urged «»  in  the  year  178S«  If  then  deemed  objectionable,  beceuse  not  in 
accordance  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  nor  congeiiial  with  the 
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MDtimeiHs  of  the  American  people,  it  may  be  equally  so  at  this  day. 
Upon  the  most  extentire  view  whieb  the  committee  have,  taken  of  this 
sobjeet,  they  have  found  difficultiea  still  thickening  ;  and,  to  answer  tbe 
prayer  of  the  petition  to  its  extent^  would,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  committee, 
go  to  establish  a  principle  fraught  with  much  evil.  Conscious,  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  merits  and  worth  of  these  distinguished  heroes,  whose  devo- 
ti<m  and  deeds  have  given  such  glory  and  such  happiness  to  our  country  ; 
conscious  of  their  patriotism  and  valor,  which  have  imposed  such  lasting 
obligations  upon  the  grateful  remembrance  of  the  nation,  the  committee 
edoid  not  reconcile  to  their  feelings  or  duty  an  entire  rejection  of  the  me- 
morial ;  and  they  have  looked  for  a  combination  of  the  principle  of  equi- 
ty, and  of  gratitude,  on  which  might  be  rewarded,  in  some  little  dogi-ee, 
the  labors  and  sufferings  of  tbe  memorialists,  without  involving  future  dif- 
ficulties, in  the  establishment  of  a  dangerous  precedent ;  this  principle 
has  been  founded  in  the  depreciation  of  the  comnvutation  certificates,  and 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  untimely  sale  of  these  certificates.  It  is  a 
welt-attested  fact,  that  most  of  those  certificates  were  sold  at  an  amount 
of  lot  more  than  from  one-fifth  to  one-tenth  of  their  nominal  value.  Gold 
and  silver  not  being  in  the  power  of  the  Government,  the  pressing  and 
immediate  wants  of  the  holders  rendered  it  necessary  for  them  to  dispose 
of  their  certificates  at  anv  price ;  and,  upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  the 
committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  each  oflScer  of  the  revolutionary  army,  who  was  enti- 
tled to  half  pay  for  life  under  the  several  resolves  of  Congress  upon  that 
subject,  and  afterwards,  on  commutation  thereof,  received  the  amount  of 
five  years'  full  pay  in  certificates  or  securities  of  the  United  States,  shall 
now  be  paid  by  the  United  States  the  nominal  amount  of  such  certificate 
or  securities,  without  interest,  deducting  therefrom  one-eigthth  part  of  the 
said  amount. 

The  question  of  relief  for  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution  was 
finally  determrned  by  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  15fh, 
1828,  granting  to  those  who  were  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  under  the 
several  resolves  upon  that  subject,  "  full  pay  for  life." 


PXBBITAttV  S,  1835. 

.  The  select  committer  appointed  unon  the  petition  of  George  Lewis,  and 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  2&d  of  December,  1824,  the  petition  tf 
John  Grain,  report  thereon : 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  he  was  the  owner  of  a  final  settle- 
ment certificate.  No.  80,314,  dated  the  13th  of  August,  1784,  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  was  issued  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  4th  July,  1783. — (Journals  of  Congress,  vol.  4,  p.  237,  Way's 
edition.)  The  petitioner  further  states  that  the  interest  due  thereon 
was  paid  upon  his  order  in  the  year  1787;  that,  shortly  thereafter,  the 
certificate,  upon  being  returned  to  him,  was  destroyed,  by  being  washed 
in  the  pocket  of  his  waistcoat,  of  which  the  petitioner  made  oath  at  the 
time,  before  a  magistrate  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 
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It  appears  further  to  the  committee,  by  a  letter  of  the  Ref^ister  of  the 
Treasury,  marked  A,  and  to  which  thej  refer,  that,  on  the  13th  of  April, 
1824,  the  certificate  was  outstanding  and  unpaid.  They  also  refer  to  a 
report  of  the  Third  Auditor,  marked  C.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that 
the  petitioner  has  produced  the  best  evidence  in  bis  power  to  prove  his 
ownership  of  the  certificate  and  its  destruction.  On  these  points  they 
refer  to  the  depositions  of  Hannah  Battson,  and  of  the  petitioner, 
marked  B. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  was  the  owner  of  the  certificate, 
that  it  has  been  destroyed  and  lost,  and  that  it  is  recognised  at  the  Treas- 
ury as  a  claim  against  the  Government,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid,  and,  for  that  purpose,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

A. 

Treasuby  Dspartmsnt, 

Register's  Office^  April  IS,  18S4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  information  requested  by 
your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  relative  to  a  final  settlement  certificate, 
which  was  issued  by  John  Pierce,  late  commissioner  for  adjusting  the 
claims  for  services  during  the  revolutionary  war,  stated  to  have  been 
lost,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  a  petition  has  been  presented  to  Con* 
grcss  by  John  Grain. 

Permit  me  to  premise  that  this  certificate  was  issued  in  favor  of  James 
Swart,  and  payable  to  him  or  bearer;  that,  as  it  appears  from  the  records 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  yet  outstanding,  it  would,  upon  presentation  by 
the  holder,  be  entitled  to  payment  under  the  act  of  the  7th  of  May,  1822; 
but,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  having  been  lost,  it  cannot  be  paid 
without  a  special  act  of  Congress,  as  in  a  similar  case,  per  act  of  the  7th 
of  May,  1822,  entitled  «<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Crute." 

The  resolution  of  the  old  Congress,  under  which  John  Pierce  issued 
certificates  for  balances  of  pay,  &c.,  due  the  continental  army,  bears  date 
the  4th  of  July,  178S.— (Journal  of  Congress,  vol.  8,  page  289.) 

By  act  of  the  4th  August,  1790,  (Laws  U.  S.  vol.  2,  page  124,}  and 
acts  supplementary  thereto,  the  certificate  issued  by  John  Pierce,  together 
with  the  interest  thereon,  were  authorized  to  be  funded. 

The  acts  of  the  ISth  April,  1818,  chap.  52,  and  7th  May,  1822,  chap. 
112,  provided  for  payment  of  principal  and  interest,  upon  presentation  of 
this  description  of  certificates  at  the  Treasury,  within  two  years  after 
the  passage  of  each  act. 

The  amount  of  certificates  issued  by  John  Pierce,  late  commissioner, 
and  at  the  present  time  outstanding  and  unpaid,  exclusive  of  interest,  is 
j(32,942  97.  The  certificates  issued  by  him  bore  interest  from  the  expi- 
ration of  the  period  for  which  the  claim  was  adjusted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  several  papers  connected  with  Mr. 
Crain's  petition. 

And  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 
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The  act  of  the  7th  May,  1822,  provides  for  the  payment  of  outstand- 
iog  certificates  for  two  years  from  and  after  the  passing  the  act,  '^  and 
from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Coneress."  This  act 
appropriated  )|(  15,000,  whereof  there  remains  unapplied  j$  12,527  30. 

The  Hon.  Pxter  Little. 


Trsasurt  Depabtmkmt, 

Third  Auditor's  QSke,  December  23,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  petition  and  ac- 
companying documents  of  John  Grain,  that  it  appears  from  the  records 
of  this  office,  that  James  Swart  was  a  light  dragoon,  of  Lee's  legion,  and 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war;  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  bounty  land. 
It  farther  appears  that,  on  the  settlement  of  his  account,  25th  February, 
1785,  by  J.  Dunscomb,  agent  for  distributing  the  final  settlement 
certificates  for  the  Virginia  line,  that  two  certificates  of  funded  debt 
were  issued  to  James  Swart,  viz  : 

No.  80,314,  on  interest  from  January,  1783,  for  $100  00. 
80,315,         do.  Nov.  15th,  1783,  for  $134  16. 

The  papers  are  returned. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedieht  servant, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

B. 

I  hereby  certify  that,  some  time  after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  I  remember  my  brother  James  Swart,  brought  to  my  father's, 
where  I  then  lived,  two  brood  mares,  which  he  stated  he  had  got  from 
Mr.  John  Grain,  in  a  trade  for  his  soldier's  right ;  it  being,  as  understood, 
his  final  daim  on  the  Government. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  15th  day  of  January,  1822. 

HANNAH  BATTSON. 

Loudoun  County y  ss. 

On  this  day  the  above  certificate  was  qualified  to  before  me,  a  jus* 
tice  of  the  peace  for  said  county. 
Given  under  my  hand,  this  the  15th  day  of  January,  1822. 

LEVEN  LUCKETT. 

Some  time  in  the  year  1784, 1  purchased  of  James  Swart  two  final 
settlement  certificates :  one  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  other  for 
one  hundred  dollars,  which  were  given  him  for  his  services  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war.  I  gave  to  said  Swart  two  brood  mares  for  the  certificates 
aforesaid;  the  last-mentioned  one  was  No.  80,314,  dated  the  13th  of 
August,  1784,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.    It  was  properly  as- 
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signed  bj  said  Swart  to  me,  and  in  the  year  17d7  the  interest  then  due 
was  paid  to  Colonel  Powell,  or  his  assigns,  on  mj  order.  The  certificate 
was  returned  to  me.  I  put  it  into  the  pocket  of  another  waistcoat,  and 
it  was  washed  to  pieces,  with  other  papers ;  when  I  found  that  to  be  die 
case,  I  made  oath  before  Colonel  Powell,  a  magistrate  of  Loudoun  county, 
of  the  loss ;  and  he  applied  to  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  for  a  duplicate 
of  the  certificate,  but  failed  in  obtaining  it;  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  As- 
sembly, as  well  as  I  can  now  remember,  I  sent  a  petition  by  Colonel 
Robert  Randolph,  one  of  our  county  members,  praymg  payment  of  the 
amount,  or  a  renewal  of  the  certificate.  He  failed  to  get  either;  and 
stated,  on  his  return,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Virginia  Assembly, 
that  the  General  Government  had  the  settlement  of  all  such  claimi. 
From  the  commencement  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  well  as  I  can 
now  recollect,  I  have  been  applying  through  various  members  of  Con- 

fress  for  redress.  Mr.  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Colonel  Powell,  Major 
<ewi9)  and  Colonel  Strother,  have  all  had  the  management  of  this  bim- 
ness  heretofore,  and  Mr.  Moore  has  now  the  management  of  it,  who,  I 
hope,  will  bring  it  to  a  close.  I  see  not  how  the  plea  of  limitation  cin 
apply  to  a  case  that  has  been  so  constantly  pressed. 

JOHN  CRAIN. 

Laiuioun  County^  sa. 

On  this  the  15th  day  of  January,  1822,  the  above  statement  was 
sworn  to  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county. 
Given  under  my  hand. 

LEVEN  LUCKETT. 


January  26,  1826. 

The  Comndttee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mrs.  Ann  D.  Baylor,  make  the  following  report : 

That  Colonel  George  Baylor  was  entitled,  at  the  close  of  the  revolution- 
ary war,  to  a  sum  of  money  from  the  United  States,  for  his  pay  aid  emolu- 
ments. The  Treasury  Board,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  settling  those 
claims  and  demands,  liquidated  the  pay  account  of  said  Colonel  Baylor, 
and  reported  the  sum  of  $354  17-90ths  to  be  due  to  him  for  lAtpaj/t  with- 
out noticing  his  subsistence  or  emoluments.  In  conformity  with  this  set- 
tlement, the  balance,  so  estifnated  to  be  due  him,  was  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  John  Hopkins,  Esq.,  then  commissioner  of  loans,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and  it  appears,  from  the  testi- 
mony of  said  Hopkins,  that  Colonel  Baylor  never  did  receive  or  demand 
the  funds  so  allotted  him,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  said  commissioner 
of  loans,  and,  by  consequence,  it  was  returned  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  Apprehending  that  the  debt  might  have  been  discharged 
through  some  other  organ  of  the  Government,  and  with  the  view  to  dis- 
encumber the  subject  of  all  uncertainty,  the  committee,  through  its  chair- 
man, communicated  the  petition  and  accompanying  documents  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  request  that  be  would  impart  all  the 


information,  witbin  bis  Departi&biit,that'ini'gl]ft  guide  tbe  committee  to  a 
^ktful  conclusion.  His  replj  corered  a  letter  from  tbe  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  asserting  tbat  tbe  debt  due  to  Colonel  Baylor  ia  still  outstand- 
ing and  unpaid  ;  adding  tbereto  very  cogent  reasons  im  favor  of  a  provi- 
sion by  law  for  its  payment. 

Colonel  Georee  Baylor  is  since  dead,  leaving  Jobn  Walker  Baylor 
hbonlysoti  and  neir,  as  appeals  by  tbe'  testimony  of  bis  motber.  Tbe 
laid  Jobii  Walfcer  intermarried  witb  tbe' petitioner,  and  bas  since  de- 
parted tbis  lifC)  leaving  several  infant  cbildren.  Tbe  commlittee  recom- 
mend a  settlenietit  of  tbe  acfcount  upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice, 
afid  {^yment  of  whatever  may  be  due 'to  Mrs.  A.  D.  Baylor,  for  tbe  ose^ 
of  her  infatot  children,  now  the  heirs  at  law  of  Colbnel  George  Baylor, 
and:  to  this  end  report  a  bill. 

Treasury  Department, 

Register's  OjffuXj  January  20^  18S6. 
Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  of  your  instructions,  predicated  on  tbe  letter  of 
tW^efaa^itlan  of  the  Comfmittee  of  th^  Hbuse  of  Representatives  of  tbe 
United  States  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  the  Treasury  Department,' 
wUh.  the  peftitidn  and  accompanying  documents  of  Ann  D.  Baylor,  relict 
of  Cokmel  George  Biiyler,  of  the  revolutionary  arniy.  The  object  of  the* 
ctimmittee,  by  their  inquiry,  being  to  ascertain  from  tbe  records  of  the* 
Treasury  any  evidence  of  tbe  claim  being  outstanding  and  unpaid ;  as' 
als5,  wheth^  any  payments  have  been  made  at  the  Treasury,  to  persdns 
named  ii  a  certain  certificate  list  of  moneys  due  and  unpaid  to  olEcer^' 
ami  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  by  Johtt' 
Hopkins,  late  commissioner  6f  loans  in  the  State  of  Virginia ;  which  list' 
wasreturnfid  iothe  Treasury  ;  also,  such  other  inforination  as  may  more 
clearly  develop  tbe  justness  of  the  claim. 

Incompliance  therewith  1  have  tbe  honor  to  state  and  certify  that' 
111^517019  exhibited  in  said  list  now  remain  outstanding  and  unpaid,  to. 
the  amobnt' of  sitteen  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and  seventy- 
mnctieths.  Thbir  non-payment  by  Jobn  Hopkins  arose  altogether  from 
the- parties  not  calling  upon  him  for  payment,  as  appears  from  bis  certifi- 
«tfe^  with  the  document.  '  ^ 

The  fdllowiiig  reasons  are  submitted  in  favor  of  admitting  this  claim 
of  Ann^  D;  B^u>r  add  the  other  persons  named  in  tbe  list.' 

iMi  Thar!  they  n^ver  received  the  drafts  oCthe  Board  of  Treasury  on 

the  receivers  of  taxes,  which  had  been  specifically  issued  in  tbeii^  favor.' 

M;  That  tbose  drafts  were  returned  to  tbe  late  Board  of  Treasdfy, 

^^t  are  debited  with  them  in  tbe  book^  of  tbe  Treasury,  thereby  exori-* 

^iiikg  the  pieirions  in  whose  names  they  had  been  issued. 

M;  Thai,  on  a  cariefdl  examination  of  tbe  Tk-easury  records,  it  doetf 
^^ppear'that  Ann  D.  Baylor,  ot  any  of  the  persons  named  in  the  list,* 
we  received  pafhient  for  the  amount  of  their  cfaiihs;  but  that  they  re-' 
^n  outstanding  and  unpaid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bei  sir. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant,  * 

JOSEPH  NOURSte,  RegUtir. 
Hon.  RitcbA«B  RtfsH,  Seefetccry  of  the  7Vea$ury. 
24 
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^  January  11.  18»8. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionarj  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Archibald  Bard  and  John  Findlay,  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Doctor  Robert  Johnston,  deceased,  has  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  begs  leave  to  report : 

The  petitioners  state  that  they  are  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  the  late  Dr.  Robert  Johnston,  of  Franklin  county,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, who  died  some  time  in  the  month  of  November,  1808.  That 
the  said  Robert  Johnston,  when  on  his  death-bed,  mentioned  to  the  pe- 
titioners that  he  had  moneys  coming  to  him  from  some  fund ;  but,  as  he 
could  not  articulate  distinctly,  he  referred  them  to  one  of  his  brothers  for 
further  information ;  who,  when  called  on,  was  not  able  to  give  any  in- 
formation about  the  business.  That,  some  time  in  the  month  of  Februa- 
ry, 1825,  the  petitioners  found  among  the  papers  of  the  said  Dr.  John- 
ston, in  his  own  handwriting,  the  following  entry,  made  in  a  small  mem- 
orandum book,  viz : 

^^  Lost  or  stolen,  S  loan  office  certificates  of  $400  each,  in  the  name 
of  Doctor  Isaac  Foster,  Nos.  6,SS1,  6,389,  6,340." 

That  the  daiil  certificates  yet  remain  unpaid,  as  appears  from  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  petitioners  pray  that  a  law  may  be 
passed  authorizing  them  to  receive  payment  for  said  certificates,  with 
the  interest  due  thereon. 

The  memorandum  book  above  mentioned  accompanies  the  petition,  and 
the  entry  of  the  loss  of  the  certificates,  and  the  description  of  them,  is 
proved  by  the  affidavit  of  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Esq.,  to  be  in  the 
proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Dr.  Robert  Johnston.  Mr.  Clarke  also 
swears  to  the  good  character  of  said  Dr.  Johnston  for  honesty  and  fair 
dealing ;  and  mat  the  petitioners  themselves  are  men  of  irreproachable 
character,  as  far  as  regards  integrity  and  moral  honesty. 

It  also  appears,  from  a  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  of 
the  5th  January,  1827,  that,  on  the  26th  September,  1778,  there  were 
issued  to  Is^ac  Foster  fourteen  loan  office  certificates,  from  No.  6,330 
to  No.  6,343,  inclusive ;  and  that  all  the  said  certificates  have  been  paid, 
except  the  numbers  6,331,  6,339,  6,340,  which  appear  to  be  still  out- 
standing and  unpaid.  The  certificates  mentioned  in  the  Register's  cer- 
tificate, and  in  the  memorandum  book  above  mentioned,  your  committee 
has  no  doubt  are  the  same,  inasmuch  as  they  correspond  in  number  and 
amount*  ' 

A  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  May,  1780,  which  provides  for 
the  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates  destroyed  through  accident,  re- 

auires  ^^  that  all  certificates  so  destroyed  be  advertised  immediately  iQ 
le  newspapers  of  the  State  where  the  accident  happened  ;  and  if  they 
have  been  taken  out  of  a  loan  office  of  a  different  State,  in  the  news- 
papers of  such  State  also ;  and  in  every  case  where  no  newspapers  are 
printed  in  a  State,  then,  in  one  or  more  of  those  which  circulate  most 
generally  therein :  which  advertisements  shall  be  continued  six  weektf, 
and  shall  contain  the  numbers,  dates,  sums,  and  names,  in  which  the 
certificates  were  taken  out,  and  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and 
the  means  by  which,  they  were  destroyed.  " 

By  the  2d  section  of  the  aet  of  21st  April,  1794,  the  renewal  of  loa» 
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office  certificates  destroyed  before  the  4th  March,  1789,  was  prohibited, 
unless  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  advertised  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  May,  1780,  or  before  that 
time  was  notified  to  the  office  from  whence  the  same  was  issued ;  and 
it  was  provided  that  no  claims  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates 
destroyed  on  or  after  the  4th  March,  1789,  nor  of  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates destroyed  at  any  time,  should  be  allowed,  unless  the  destruction  of 
the  same  was  so  far  made  public  as  to  be  made  known  to  at  least  two 
credible  witnesses  soon  after  it  happened,  and  shall  have  been  adverti- 
sed for  at  least  six  weeks,  in  some  one  of  the  newspapers  published,  &c. 
The  3d  section  limited  the  time  in  which  application  for  the  renewal  of 
lost  certificates  might  be  made,  to  the  Ist  day  of  June,  1795. 

There  is  no  time  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  made  in  the  book,  as 
to  the  loss  of  the  certificates,  when  they  were  lost,  nor  is  the  memoran* 
dum  itself  dated ;  but,  by  reference  to  other  entries  which  appeal^  to 
have  been  made  in  said  book  about  the  same  time,  and  which  are  evi- 
dently in  the  same  handwriting,  it  will  be  found  that  memorandums  of 
various  descriptions  were  made  in  the  years  1783, 1785,  and  1786^  from 
which  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  memorandum  in  question  must 
have  been  made  in  some  one  of  those  years. 

No  evidence  has  been  exhibited  to  show  that  the  certificates  were  ad- 
vertised by  the  decedent  in  his  lifetime,  according  to  the  resolution  and 
act  of  Congress.  But  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  entry  of  the 
loss  of  the  certificates  in  the  memorandum  book  of  the  deceased,  having 
been  proved  to  have  been  made  in  the  handwriting  of  the  deceased  Dr. 
Robert  Johnston,  the  numbers,  sums,  and  name  of  tne  drawee,  being  mei> 
tioned  in  the  memorandum  made,  and  corresponding,  in  every  particular, 
with  those  certified  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  be  outstanding 
and  unpaid,  and  the  good  character  as  well  of  the  deceased  as  of  his  ex- 
etutors,  the  present  claimants,  as  proved  by  the  witness,  Mr.  Clarke,  are 
circumstances  so  strong  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  deceased 
Dr.  Robert  Johnston  had  been,  in  his  lifetime,  the  owner  of  said  certifi- 
cates, and  honestly  and  justly  entitled  to  their  value  in  specie. 

Your  committee  would  add  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  case  acquires 
considerable  strength  from  the  circumstance  that,  from  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  said  certificates  have  never  been 
presented  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  payment,  or  at  any  of 
the  Departments  for  liquidation  and  settlement ;  from  all  which  it  is  fair 
to  presume  that  the  said  certificates  have  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

Your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  statute  of  limitations  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  operate  as  a  bar  in  any  case,  as  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  individuals,  where  the  claim  of  the  latter  is  supported  by  such 
evidence  as  satisfies  the  mipd  that  it  is  founded  in  justice  and  equity. 
The  commlHee  is  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  relief, 
^d  report  a  bill. 
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^  Jamitart  11,  1828. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claima^  ta  which  WMureCerrecl  the 
petition  of  Alexander  Garden,  report : 

The  petitiener'  slates  that,  at  the  conddsttm  of  thercvdtitionary  war, 
be  was  perfectly  independent  in  his  circamsfances,  and  did  not  apply  for 
the  commiitation  granted  by  Congress,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  to  the  officers. 
That  nnfertonate  occurrences  compel  him,  at  this  late  hour,  to  solicit  re- 
lief; that  he  served  the  country  with  zeal  and  fidelity;  and,  although  it 
waa  not  his  good  fortune  to  gain  distinction,  yet  he  obtained  the  favor  of 
fan  brother  officers,  paKicularly  Colonel  Latirens,  under  whom  he  served 
as  a  volunteer,  and  General  Greene,  who,  on  the  first  vacancy  in  his  military 
family,  appointed  him  bis  aid-de-camp.  Although  the  petitioner  has  not 
stated  tbe  rank  he  held  in  the  line  of  the  army,  the  evidemce  submitted 
with  the  petition  shows,  most  satisfactorily,  that  he  served  as  lieutenant 
ia  Lee's  legion,  and,  shortly  after  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  received 
the  appointment  of  aid-de^camp  from  G«neral  Gteene,  in  which  capa- 
otty  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  committee  think  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  to  that 
end  report  a  bjll. 


January  14,  18W. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Ward,  has  had  the  same,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, under  consideration,  and  submits  the  following. report: 

Th^  petitioner  represents  that  he,  together  with  his  bfoth^rs,  John  and 
Richard  Ward,  trading,  in  New  York,  under  the  firm  of  Samuel  Ward  k- 
Brothers,  and  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  under  the  firm  of  John  Ward 
&  Co.,  purchased  in  Proiridencey  about  the  month  of  June,  1788,  of  Abra- 
ham Whipple,  Esquire,  a  final  settlement  certificate  for  one  thousand  and 
f0|ty*seven  dollars  and  fifty^two-ninetieths  of  a  dellar,  No«  381,  dated 
October  23,  1786,.  issued  by  Benjamin  Walker  to  Abraham  Whiffle, 
Esquire^  and  payable  to  bearer,  with  interest  from  the  2Sd  July,  1780; 
that  the  said  certificate  was  enclosed  in  a  letter  by  John  Ward  &  Co. 
addressed  to  Samuel  Ward  &  Brothers^  and  put  into  the  post  office  in 
Providence,  but  was  never  received  by  those  to  whom  it  was  directed, 
whereby  the  said  c^tificate  was  theo,  and  has  always  been,  lost  to  the 
petitioner  and  his  said  brothers ;  that,  after  the  loss  of  the  said  certifi* 
cate^  notice  was  given  thereof,  and  application  made  for  its  renewal;  that 
John  Ward  died  on  the  lath  September,  18^,  and  Richard  Ward  seme 
time  in  1807.  The  pelkiofier  prays  for  a^  renewal  of  the  certificate  is 
liis  favor. 

Accompanying  the  petition  is  the  affidavit  of  John  tVard,  who  swears 
that  the  certificate  described  in  the  petition  was  enclosed  by  him  In  a  let- 
ter, and  put  into  the  post  office  at  Providence,  addressed  to  Samuel 
Ward  &  Brothers,  his  copartners  in  trade  in  New  York,  as  a  remittaace, 
and  that  the  letter  with  the  enclosure  was  never  received  ;  that,  as  soon 
as  he  learned  the  certificate  was  not  received,  he  advertised  the  loss  o 


jtiA4ieProv|doiM#  tnd  New:¥oik  supers,  aod.litd  eirertmemeDtfrfMl 
Iip.]ni«y^f7  U>ftQ  offi«e  m  theiUnUad  Slatea ;  tUat,  «fter  the  Upfi^  Qf  «oaie 
tuB^,  Jba  i4>pU6d  io  iBea|aoik)  Bourjiie,  Enquire,  member  of  Conpem 
frpm  Ihe  Sia4e  of  Bbode.klnod)  to  sfisisi  bim  in  obUioing  a  ret)ew«l«f 
tbe  ce^ifioMe,  ivibo  advised  ;  the  depoDeot  tbat  it  would  be  neeesnry  4o 
iiait  the  operalion  of  the  act  of  limtMioD,  and  that,  if  the  certifieatit 
«r«A t)»efi  oMtataodiqg,  there  eould  be  no  ohjeetion  to  its  renewal;  thait, 
ifter  4be  e;q)iratiOP  of  tbetiaae  liooited  b^  the  aet  for  the  renewail  ofioerr 
<ii««te6,  be  applied  by  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  th« 
leqewal  of  4be  eerti6«ate  in  question,  and  waa  unawered  by  the  Coaipv 
tff$ller  thatiaU  siieb  oUims  inere  barred  in  ooosequeooe  of  (he  liiajtatMOi 
4}QotaiMd  ia  (be/att'Of  aist  April,  17d4. 

A  newspaper,  entitled  ^^The  ProvkleneeGaaette  and  Country  Jour- 
miy'^of  the  1^  July,  1794,  is  exhibited  with  the  petitjimer's  psp&rs, 
fiootaiaiig  the.  foUc^wiog  notice : 

^^jriNAL  aSTTLSlfXtfT   irOtB   LOST. 

"  Pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress,  notice  is  hereby  given,  that,  in  June, 
1788,  a  final  settlement  note,  for  one  thousand  and  forty-seven  dollars 
tni  fifty -two-ninetieths,  was  sent  by  John  Ward  &  Co.  to  the  post  ofiBce 
in  Providence,  in  a  letter  directed  to  Samuel  Ward  fe  Brothers,  of  New 
Tork,  l)ut  miscanried,  and  has  not  been  since  found.  The  note  (No. 
88!)  was  issued  by- Benjamin  Walker  to  Abraham  Whipple,  dated  Octo- 
ber 33,  1766,  and  drew  interest  from  July  23,  1780.  Any  person  pos- 
sesHng  information  of  the  above  is  desired  to  communicate  it  to  John 
Ward,  at  Providence,  or  to  Samuel  or  Richard  Ward,  at  New  York. 

"  Providence^  June  18,  1794." 

The  affidavit  of  John  Howland,  taken  on  the  7th  of  November,  1823, 
proves  that  the  above  advertisement  was  continued  to  be  published  in 
the  Providence  Gazette  and  Country  Journal,  published  by  John  Car« 
ter,  in  Providence,  duritog  the  year  1794,  from  the  14th  June  until  the 
l^th  of  July,  in  tbat  year. 

It  appears  from  a  certificate  of  Mr.  Nourse,  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  30th  December,  1817,  that  the  claim  of  Samuel  Ward  waspre** 
MDiad  at  the  Treasury  by  himself  and  brothers,  under  the  act  of  21st  of 
April,  1794,  but  rejected  for  the  want  of  evidence ;  and  from  the  same 

tiiper  it  also  appears  tbat  the  certificate  of  Benjamin  Walker  to  Abra- 
am  Whipple,  No.  281,  dated  October  23,  1786,  for  $l,047tf  was  upon 
the  list  of  outstanding  certificates  un|[)aid  at  that  time.  And  by  anotfier 
certificate,  from  the  same  officer,  dated  the  10th  March,  1818,  it  appears 
that  the  said  certificate  is  not  subject  to  any  depreciation,  but  was  issued 
for  the  amount  in  specie  value. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  May,  1780,  requires  that,  io 
Older  that  loan  office  certificates  destroyed  through  accident  may  be  re- 
^wed,  all  oartifioates  so  destroyed  must  be  advertised  immediately  ia 
ti^  newspapers  of  the  State  where  the  accident  happened.  And  the 
*clof  Congress  of  the  2lst  April,  1794,  prohibits  the.renewal  of  certifi- 
^tea  destroyed  before  the  4th  March,  1789,  unless  the  destruction  of  the 
Mae  was  advertised  according  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th 
V^Ji  1780,  or  before  that  time  was  notified  to  the  office  from  which  the 
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Itme  issued ;  and  provides,  further,  that  no  elaims  shall  be  attowed  for 
the  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates  destroyed  on  or  after  the  4th  day 
of  March,  1789,  nor  of  final  settlement  certificates  destroyed  at  any  time, 
unless  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  so  far  made  public  as  to  be  known 
to  at  least  two  credible  witnesses  soon  after  it  happened,  and  shall  have 
been  advertised  for  at  least  six  weeks  in  some  one  of  the  newspapers  of 
the  State  in  which  the  destruction  happened,  &c. ;  the  advertisement 
expressing,  with  as  much  precision  as  possible,  the  number,  date,  and 
amount,  of  the  certificate  alleged  to  have  been  destroyed,  and  the  name 
of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  was  issued,  together  with  the  time  when, 
the  place  where,  and  the  means  by  which,  the  same  was  destroyed.  Bj 
the  3d  section,  the  time  for  the  renewal  of  such  destroyed  certificates  ii 
limited  to  the  1st  day  of  June,  1795. 

Tiie  foregoing  is  a  summary  of  the  petitioner's  case,  and  it  appears  to 
your  committee  that  the  only  questions  for  the  determination  of  Congress 
are — 

1st.  Were  Samuel  Ward  &  Brothers  possessed,  in  their  own  right,  of 
the  certificate  in  question,  and,  if  so,  was  the  same  lost  or  destroyed 
through  accident? 

2d.  Does  the  said  certificate  still  remain  upon  the  list  of  certificates 
outstanding  and  unpaid  at  the  Treasury  Department  ? 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that,  if  the  preceding  questions  must,  from 
the  facts  of  the  case,  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  claimant  ought 
to  be  paid  the  principal  sum  for  which  the  certificate  issued,  although  be 
has  not  complied  with  all  the  requisitions  of  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  10th  May,  1780,  and  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  21st  April,  1794. 
If  he  had  complied  with  the.  terms  of  the  resolution  and  aet  aforesaid,  he 
could  have  obtained  relief  by  an  application  to  the  proper  Department, 
without  a  resort  to  Congress.  The  very  reason  why  he  applies  to  Congress 
is  because  he  has  been  unable  to  satisfy  the  proper  accounting  officer  that 
he  had  fully  complied  with  all  things  required  by  law  to  enable  him  to 
procure  a  renewal  of  his  certificate ;  and  because  the  limitation  contain- 
ed in  the  act  of  21st  April,  1794,  interposes  a  bar  to  such  renewal.  It 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  be  as  dishonest  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  shield  itself  against  the  payment  of  a  just 
debt  under  the  statute  of  limitations,  as  it  would  for  an  individual  to  do 
so.  The  committee  is  not  disposed  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the  statute 
of  limitations  in  any  case  where  the  claim  is  clearly  shown  to  be  founded 
in  equity  and  justice,  although  the  claim  may  have  been  of  long  standing, 
and  the  statute  would  interpose  a  bar  to  its  payment  or  recovery. 

In  the  case  now  under  consideration,  the  certificate  in  question  is 
alleged,  and  the  allegation  is  sworn  to  by  John  Ward,  one  of  the  part- 
ners, to  have  been  lost  so  long  ago  as  the  month  of  June,  1788,  and, 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  certificate  was 
ever  found,  or  that  it  was  ever  presented  at  the  proper  Department  for 
liquidation  and  settlement,  or  that  payment  was  ever  demanded  for  it  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  any  individual  other  than  the  peti- 
tioner and  his  brothers,  whilst  the  brothers  were  living,  and  the  petitioner 
himself,  since  the  death  of  his  brothers.  It  does  appear  that  application 
was  made  by  the  claimant  and  his  brothers  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  under  the  act  of  21st  April,  1794,  for  a  renewal  of  the  certifi- 
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«ate,  but  without  success,  under  an  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  the  of- 
ficer, of  a  deficiency  of  proof. 

It  is  proved  that  the  certificate  was  advertised  in  the  months  of  June 
and  July,  1794,  by  the  then  claimants,  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  pub- 
lished at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  for  six  weeks  successively^,  and  it 
appears  from  the  advertisement  that  a  certificate,  the  description  of  which 
in  the  advertisement,  as  to  number,  date,  ainount,  and  names  of  the  per- 
sons by  and  to  whom  issued,  corresponds  exactly  with  one  now  on  the 
list  ef  certificates  in  the  Treasury  Department,  which  is  outstanding  and 
unpaid.  It  would  seem  to  your  committee  that  the  certificate  in  question 
must  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  claimants,  'or  they  would  not 
have  had  it  in  their  power  to  have  given  so  accurate  a  description  of  it 
as  to  make  it  correspond  in  every  particular  with  that  on  the  Treasury 
books. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  Samuel  Ward  &  Brothers  did  pos- 
sess the  certificate  in  question  in  their  own  right,  and  that  there  is  suf- 
ficient proof  that  the  said  certificate  was  lost  or  destroyed  through  acci- 
dent; the  lapse  of  time  itself  furnishes  a  strong  presumption  of  the  fact. 

The  certificates  or  letters  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  admit  that 
the  certificate  never  was  paid.  The  committee  therefore  think  the  peti- 
tioner is  entitled  to  relief,  and  report  a  bill. 


Februarv  U,  1828. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  in  behalf  of  those 
of  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution  who 
continued  in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  report : 

That  your  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  memorial,  with  the 
documents  to  which  reference  has  therein  been  made.  From  these,  the 
following  facts  have  been  selected,  because  they,  in  a  more  particular 
manner,  are  the  grounds  on  which  the  petitioners  rest  their  claim,  both 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  of  the  surviving  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  who  enlisted  for  the  war,  and  continued  in  the  service  until 
the  end  of  it.  On  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  it  was  resolved  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  'Hhat  all  military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  shall,  after  the  conclusion  thereof, 
be  entitled  to  receive,  annually,  for  seven  years,  if  they  live  so  long,  the 
one-half  of  their  present  pay."  And  it  was  resolved  at  the  same  time, 
''that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  bad  enlisted,  or 
should  enlist,  for  during  the  war,  and  shall  continue  to  the  end,  shall 
then  be  entitled  to  receive  a  reward  of  eighty  dollars."  By  the  resolves  of 
the  3d  and  21st  of  October,  1780,  and  of  the  17th  of  January,  1781,  it  was 
provided  that  the  officers  who  should  be  reduced  on  the  re/orm  of  the 
army,  under  the  above  resolve  of  the  3d  of  October,  should  receive  half 

!»ay,  from  the  time  of  their  reduction,  during  life ;  and  that  those  of  the 
ine  of  the  army,  and  the  independent  corps  thereof,  and  of  the  hospital 
department  and  medical  staff,  who  should  continue  in  service  until  the 


vided,  however,  that  the  director  of  the  hospital  «I|onld  reoenrd«tI)#liilf 

bPl^  pi  a  Ueutonani  coionel,  Aod  ihat  none  «f  the  oAer  u«4iMLl  «taff 

.#h(>u|d  receive  more  than  the  half  pay  of  ^captaio. 

At  tbe  d^nitive  treaty  Qf,peace,.»igned  oa  the  9<l  of  September^  ITAS, 

jmfih  of  tho9e  officers  as  had  jurvived  the  war,  and  oenCimied  in  tbe  liir- 
yiceAiDtil  that  tiine,.becaiDeiieyeraU7>and  individoallj  v-eited  vfUh  a^oon- 

jplette  right  to  the  reward  of  half  pay.  for  ^he  residue  af  Ibeir  liv^s  ;  aad 
^ach  of  such.  non-comini^sioDed  officers  and  soldiers  who  had'SoatNnrrrad 

,. arid  continued,  to  a  reward  of  eighty  dollars.     These  promises  were 

.Jipade^in  consideration  of  such  services  to  be  pevformed.     Those  Mrvir 

,,c^s  H'ere  faithfully  and  successfully  perXormed,  and  under  ev^erj^kiod  of 
4i£Scul(y,privation«  and  suffering.  The  rewand.wftt  gallantly  won  «t  the 
point  of  the  sword.     It  was  the  price  of  our  independence,  purchased  with 

..bJi^od,  and  sanctioned  by  publie£iith.  These  jolemn  promises  having  been 
mad^  on  adequate  considerations,  it  remains  on}y  for  yourcoaiMittee  to 

.jQiUinine  into  tbe  manner  in  which  they  have  been  performed. 

Fir,st.  In  regard  to  the  non-ttommissioned  officers. and  soldiers,  it4Lp- 
.pqaf^  that,  after  they  had  been  discharged,  and  had  gone  to  their  re- 

.^pective  homes,  there  was  sent  to  each  oqe  of  them,  bjr  regimetttal 
agents,  a  certificate  that  eighty  dollars  were  due  to  htm, and  that  this  sum 
was  payable  to  him  or  bearer,  with  interest,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
from  the  4th  of  November,  1783.  These  certificates,  as  it  was  evidently 
intended  from  their  transferable  quality,  were  in  general  parted  with  at 
the  market  value,  which  was. from  one-fifjth  to  one- tenth  part  of  the  nom- 
inal amount ;  and  were  afterwards  redeemed,  under  the  funding  system 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  hands  of  the  ultimate  holders.  Qwjng  to  the 
jiow  ebb  of  the  public  credit,  this  cla^s  of  the  army,  lost  their  prQ#>)B^<I 
and  expected  extra  reward,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  refMS^d  or  denif d 
to  them.  Your  committee,  therefore,  most  respectfully  submit,  whether 
there  ought  not  to  be  given  to  these  aged  survivors  ^n  indemnity  for  tbii 
loss:  for,  although  the  account  was  settled  and  closed  with  them,  yet  the 
condition  of  the  nation  then,  and  at  this  time,  as  well  as  the  principles  of 
equity,  seem  to  call  for  opening  it  again,  with  regard  to  these  men,  aod 
making  to  them  some  additional  compensation. 

Second.  In  regard  to  commissioned  officers.  Congress,  by  a  resolve  of 
the  22d  of  March,  1783,  ofiercd  to  those  then  in  the  service,  as  a  substitute 
for  this  stipulated  half  pay,  the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  money  or 
securitiesy  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  at  the  option  of 

,  Congress.  These  securities  were  to  be  such  as  should  be  given  to  the  other 
creditors  of  the  United  Slates.     In  the  same  resolve  there  were  ofiered 

*  to  the  officers  entitled,  ifvho  had  retired  from  the  service  on  the  reform 
of  the  army,  as  such,  substitute  certificates  to  the  like  amount.  To  these 
offers  were  annexed  two  express  conditions,  viz :  first,  that  they  should 
be  accepted  or  refused  by  lines  and  corps,  and  not  individu|illy ;  and,  sec- 
ond, that  such  acceptance  or  refusal  should  be  signified  to  Congress  by 
the  commander-in-chief,  as  to  the  army  under  his  immediate  command, 
within  two  months ;  and  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern  arm/; 
as  to  those  under  his  command,  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the 
above  resolve  of  22d  of  March,  1783.  At  the  time  these  offers  wer^  made, 
it  is  evident^  from  all  die  calculations  on  the  probabilities  of  human  life> 
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than  an  e^q^valent  to  tUe  l^ilf  pay  for  liie^.to  the  younger, c)^98  of  c^ft- 
eexsy  who  oaturally  aire  the  present  meijiprialifits.  And  your  oominitt^^ 
.are  coiDpelled  to  /lay  that  they  have  diacovejced  .|>q  r^^^^e^  why  the  G<^y- 
erAment  should  have  4^Qied  j9^  individual  right  Qf  reCusi^gia  dinadvaa- 
tag^ous  offer,  when  the  fight,  .was  individual,  and  coDsideriog  the  Gqy*' 
ernment  under  the  ohligation  of  an  express  salqmn  contract.  ;Yoi|r  c^m^ 
miUee  do  not  perceive  why  it  alight  .not  as  w^U  have  annulled  ihe  orir 
gjnal  right,  as  to  have  enforced  the  memorialists  to  abide  j>y.  the.  vote ;of 
others,  who  were  interested,  to  put  the  value  of  l;he  lives  of^all  upio,noiie 
equal  footing.  If,  however,  it  should  he  considered  by  the  Ho^se^j^^ 
.an  assent  given  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  resolve'is  binding  upM 
each  individual,  then  your  committee  be^  ka^e  (urther  to  observe  thft 
anch  assent,  which  is  to  wprk  so  much  injury  and  inji^^ice,  ought  to  ap- 
fe^rto  have  heen  given  and  signified  strictly  accor4ii;ig  to  the  coaditio^i^ 
of  the  offer,  {n  ei^paini^g  th^  part  of  the  subject,  your  eomwittee  d<> 
not  find  any  s^ification  to  Congress  of  any  acceptance,  other  .than  a  ao- 
.tice  in  the  jouriials  of  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War^  on  the  $lat 
of  October,  1783,  and  long  after  the  officers  had  dispersed,  that  certaia 
Udbs,  from  New  flafnpshire  to  Virginia,  inclusive,  had  agreed  toapfs^t* 
This  report  itself  is  not  to  be  found,  but  certain  it  is  that  no  sigpifiqation 
was  made  to  Congress,  either  l^y  the  commander-in-chief,  or  the  com^ 
mnding  officer  of  the  southern  army,  or  within  the  times  prefspribed  jii 
the  offer ;  neither  was  there  ever  uqy  resolve  of  Congress,  specifyii^ 
^Qh  assent,  or  declaring  their  option,  whether  to  pay  in  money  th^ 
.aiDount  offered,  or  to  give  securities  for  the  same,  on  interest.  If  the  ^ffer 
bad  been  complied  with,  according  to  its  sei^se,  your  commitlee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  loss  of  two  years'  full  pay  would  harve  been  submitted 
to,  as  a  new  sacrifice,  with  that  patience  and  disLnterestedne^s  which 
were  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  an  American  officer.  But,  on 
a  careful  examination  of  this  matter,  your  comiouttee  haye  been  fore^^ 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  offer  was  not  so  complied  with ;  whict  co&- 
duiion  results  from  the  fbllowing conaider^ttions,  which  are  mostreapecl- 
fully  submitted  to  the  House :  From  the:  maaner  of  ealoulat^ipg  life  sdUr 
nuities,  which  is  by  estimating,  on  the  one  han<],  thepurcbase-moqegr 
with  compound  interest,  and,  on  the  other,  the  probable  duration  of  ti^ 
life ;  from  the  pressing  pecuniary  necessities  of  the  officers,  and  their 
waQt  of  capital  to  set  up,  with  advant^^e,  in  some  of  the  profitable  puF- 
iuits  of  civil  life,  and  from  the  absence  of  any  specification  in  the  resolve 
^  to  time,  it  is  manifiest  that  it  was  as  well  the  common  underits^il)^ 
of  the  parties,  as  the  legal  conclusion,  that  the  offer  was  to  be  complied 
with  in  advance,  or  in  anticipation  of  the  growing  annuities.  After:the 
peace,  and  after  the  officers  had  dispersed,  a  certificate  was^ent  to  each 
jrujividual,  indiscriminately,  whether  he  had  retired  on  the  refn'm  of  this 
vmy,  or  had  continued  in  the  serviee,  that  anamount  equal  to  five  year^^ 
full  pay  was  due  to  him,  and  that  such  amount,  with  interc^st,  was  paya- 
ble to  him  or  bearer.  The  certiorates  h^d  no  funds  whereon  to  rest,4^nd 
Ib^ir  market  value  was  not  equal  to  one  year's  pay ;  and  it  appears  to 
JOMT  committee  too  Qiuch  to  say  that  the  delivery  of  thisalmo^  yaluel^is 
^er  was  a  payment,  in  money,  accordii^g  to  the  sense  of  the  oflTery  or 
uiat  thejie  cert^ates  w«re  the  s^puriti^,  intend^  th^r^hy»  either  ,m- 
26 
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wording  to  the  eommon  understanding  of  the  term,  or  the  distinction  ex- 
pressly made  in  the  resolve  itself,  between  securities  and  certificates. 
And  these  certificates  of  the  paymaster  general,  or  of  the  commissioner! 
for  settling  armj  accounts,  were  not  securities  to  anj  creditor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  until  registered  or  funded,  more  than  the  other  floating  cer- 
tificates of  the  quirtermaster  ceneral,  or  the  commissary  general,  which 
were  issued  and  made  payable,  with  interest,  under  express  resolves  of 
Congress,  during  the  period  of  the  war.  Under  these  considerations, 
your  committee,  in  the  choice  of  the  alternative,  are  obliged  to  say  that, 
in  their  opinion,  the  delivery  of  these  certificates,  as  well  on  general  prin- 
ciples as  on  those  which  govern  in  courts  of  law  or  equity,  did  not  an- 
nul the  right  to  half  pay,  or  exonerate  the  Government  from  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  original  contract  in  this  regard. 

These  certificates,  about  the  Istof  January,  1791,  were  received  in  sub- 
ticription  by  the  Government,  under  the  funding  system  of  the  United 
States,  at  a  discount  of  about  twenty  per  cent.  But  this  transaction,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  does  not  vary  the  case,  inasmuch  as  the 
payment  .was  not  made  until  the  arrears  on  the  growing  annuities  amouDt- 
ed  to  nearly  an  equal  amount,  which  was  altogether  too  late  to  be  in  com- 
pliance with  the  offer  of  a  sum,  in  advance,  for  the  half  pay  for  life. 

Under  these  views  of  the  whole  case,  your  committee  arc  of  opinion, 
according  to  the  principles  contained  in  the  reports  made  to  the  House 
heretofore  on  this  subject,  which  are  hereunto  annexed,  that  the  memo- 
rialists are  severally  entitled  to  their  half  pay  in  future,  and  to  an  amount 
for  arrears,  under  a  liability  to  be  charged  with  the  nominal  amount  of  the 
*  certificates  delivered  to  them,  respectively ;  but  inasmuch  as,  by  the 
protracted  lives  of  these  memorialists,  there  would  now  be  an  arrear  of 
forty-four  years,  and  as  application  for  payment  was  not  made  until  the 
year  1810,  your  committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be  satis- 
factory to  the  petitioners,  and  perhaps  more  consonant  to  the  feelings  of 
the  House,  not  to  carry  back  such  accounts  beyond  that  period  ;  learing 
them  to  be  balanced,  for  all  antecedent  time,  by  the  certificates  which  had 
been  delivered.  Your  committee  further  beg  leave  to  report,  as  their 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  just  to  make  a  suitable  annual  allowance  to  the 
widow  of  each  officer  who,  if  living,  would  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act. 

If,  however,  the  House  shall  consider  that  the  original  right  has  been 
compromised,  then  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  has  forci- 
bly pressed  itself  upon  your  committee,  and  is  now  respectfully  presented 
to  the  House,  namely  :  whether  it  is  not  due  to  national  justice  and  hon- 
or, under  a  review  of  all  the  peculiar  hardships  attending  the  enforcement 
of  this  compromise,  and  the  manner  of  executing  it,  on  the  part  of  the  Got- 
ernment,  that  it  it  should  now  make  good,  in  a  degree  at  least,  from  what 
is  absolutely  gained  to  these  aged  n\emorialists,  the  part  they  actually 
lost  thereby  of  that  recompense  of  reward,  the  expectation  of  which  had 
softened  their  hardships,  lessened  their  privations,  and  animated  their  ex- 
ertions in  bringing  the  doubtful  conflict  to  a  successful  issue. 

Great  nations  are  always  just ;  but,  among  private  citizens,  it  would  be 
deemed  the  height  of  dishonor  and  ingratitude  to  withhold,  under  the 
plea  of  a  compromise,  from  an  aged  servant,  an  unpaid  balance  for  hard 
and  dangerous  services,  by  which  the  very  existence  of  the  debtor  bad 
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beentpreseired  from  the  violent  assaults  of  his  enemies,  and  the  foonda- 
tioDs  of  his  future  fortunes  laid  and  established. 

To  attain  these  ends,  your  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  with  sepa- 
rate  and  different  clauses  to  meet^each  particular  object,  which  they  beg 
leave  to  report  to  the  House,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  appropria* 
tion  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  each  one  into  effect 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Estimate  of  additional  annual  expenditure  made  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  surviving  revolutionary  officers^  ^c. 

If  there  be,  as  by  the  report  of  the  Senate  it  appears,  280  officers  now 
alive,  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  under  the  resolution  of  Congress 
dated  October  20th,  1780,  then  it  appears  : 

^  That  the  annual  amount  of  the  half  pay  of  this  number 
viz  :  230,  at  an  average  of  $15  per  month,  or  $180  per  an- 
num, is      .---..-     $41,40000 

But  it  is  believed  that  60  of  these  officers  are  now  on  the 
pension  roll,  at  $20  per  month,  or  $240  per  annum,  amount- 
ing to  the  yearly  sum  of    -  -  -  -  -       14,400  00 

If,  therefore,  this  amount  be  deducted  from  the  amount 
to  be  paid  to  the  whole  number  of  surviving  officers,  the 
additional  per  annum  appropriation  for  these  annuities  will 
be 37,000  00 

The  number  of  widows  now  alive  is  probably  188. 
Their  annuity,  at  one-third  ofthehalfpay,  at  the  same  aver- 
age, will  be  $60  per  annum,  and  for  the  whole  188  will  be, 
per  annum,  -  .  .  .  .  .       11,280  00 

At  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  the  number  of 
commissioned  officers,  exclusive  of  foreigners,  was  2,480. 
Of  these,  it  appears,  230  are  now  alive.  At  the  close  of  the 
same  war,  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  was  13,476.  Of  these  there  is,  by  the 
same  ratio  of  decrement,  now  alive,  1,180.  It  is  found  . 
that,  of  this  description  of  the  army,  somewhat  more  than 
two-thirds  are  on  the  pension  roll.  It  is  then  probable 
that,  of  this  1,180,  not  more  than  394  remain  unpensioned. 

Annuities  of  $8  per  month,  or  $96  per  year,  to  each  of 
these  394,  will  amount  to  -  -  -  -       37,824  00 

If  the  amount  of  arrears  of  half  pay  to  each  of  the  230  be 
'carried  back  to  1810,  and  no  interest  be  allowed,  it  will 
amount  to  -  -  -  -  -  -     745,200  00 

Deduct  from  this  amount  the  sum  already  received  by  60 
officers,  on  the  pension  roll,  at  $240  per  annum,  for  8  years, 
viz:  - 119,200  00 


Then  this  sum    -         .  -  -  -  -  -     626,000  00 

In  five  per  cent,  stocks,  will  be  the  whole  amount  to  be 
provided. 
The  additional  yearly  expenditure  will  be — 
For  annuities  for  officers,  -  -  -  -       87,000  00 


fFoTwdowp,      -*         -           -           -           -           -  illMSOOO 
For  soldiers  who  contii^ued  in  serrice  to^tbe  end  of  tbe 

.wur,           - 87,824  00 

For  49t«i^«4tx>n  j|t^S6,000,.five.  per  cent.  QioakMj  -            -  3}^S00  00 
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Jamuart  S,  1826. 

The  comnAitt^e  to  whom  wer<e  referred  the  qieiooriab  of.the'eurviyj^g 
oflBcers  of  the  army  of  the  Reyolutiofi,  report : 

That  delegates,  in  behalf  of  the  surviYipg  pMc^f^  of  Ihe  tnny  of  the 
Bevolution,  from  the  respective  States  of  Rhode  Isla^od,  New  York,  Na|r 
(J[eraej, 'Pennsylvania,,  and  South  Carolina,  convened  .at  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  agreed  to.  present  a  respectful  aenorial  onee  more  io  God- 
gress,in  hopes  of  obtaining  from  the  nation  that  reward  for  their  servicAi 
(99d. sacrifices  .^hich,  in  their  opinion,. is  due,,  ai^d  which  has. been  with- 
held for  a  period  th^t  is  long  and  unreasonaWe,  aiul  Juptil  they  iuive  Jbe- 
come  far  adva&^ed  in  their  o(d  f^,  the  youngiest  ai«0P(}  Utembedng  withia 
a  year  or  two  of  seventy. 

The  memorialists  refer  to  the  general  depreciation  o.f  the  .currency  io 
which  they  reaeived  theiri  pay ^  the  paper  of  which  being  nitimateiy  re- 
deemed at  one  hundred  for  one.  Th^  certificate^,  also,  of  the  qommuti- 
tion  of  the  half  pay  for  life,  for  five  years'  full  pay,  owing  to  no  provision 
tl^ei|^Sma(4e  for  the  payment  of  interest  or  principal,  soon  depreciated  to 
eight  for  one ;  and  even  when  the  arrears  of  interest  were  funded,  the 
certificates  bore  an  interest  only  of  three  percent.,  absorbing,  thereby,  at 
once,  one-half  their  value  ;  and  the  payment  of  one-third  of  the  princjptl} 
besides,  was  deferred  for  ten  years,  without  interest. 

The  memorialists,  after  referring  to  the  acts  of  Congress  contaixiing  the 
stipulationsi  concerning  their  pay,  delicately  decline  to  suggest  any  mode 
for  the  settlement  of  their  demands,  but  leave  the  whole  matter  io  the 
liberality  and  justice  of  C<»)gress ;  impressed,  however,  with  a  belief  that 
the  genci^l  sentiments  of  their  fellow-citizens  would  gladly  approve  of 
a  generous  proceeding,  gn  the  part  of  the  Gavernment,  in  favor  of  their 
(ilipulated  reward. 

In  contrasting  the  darkness  of  the' times  in  which  the  memorialists 

successfully  fpnght  the  battles  of  their  country  with  its  present  secure 

tipd  eminently  happy  condition,  all  must  feel  friendly  disposed  to, give 

to  the  claimants  a  patient  hearing,  and  to  be  willing  to  decide  on  their 

case  upon  the  fairest. principles  of  equity. 

The  committee  respectfully  submit,  in  the^rst  instance,  whether  the 
jdaims.of  the  officers  are  not  sustainable,  on  the  footing  of  right,  and 
,iiiue ,  by  the  solemnity  of  a  contract ;  and,  with  this  design,  they  will,  in 
this  place,  bri«g  into  view  the  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject. 

By  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  16th  May,  1778,  it  is  provided  that 
all  military  officers  who  then  were,  or  should  thereafter  be^  in  the  service 
[jkt  the  United  States,  and  who  should. continue  in  I^Mrvioe  during ^e 
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Wtf,  and  not  faoM  anj  ofl«e  of  profit!  ufidor  tBe  United  Slates,'  or  aivyoP 
thM,'  sliotildy  after  the  conelusion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive,  afi^- 
iHiaH/,  for  the  term  of  aerren  years,  if  tftey  should  lire  so  long,"  o«e-bat# 
of  the  then  pay  of  such  officers: 

By  a  resoWe  of  Congress  of  the  1 1th  of  August^  1779^  it  ww  pt\>videdi 
tiat  the  half  pay  given  by  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  16tk  of  M^Ji 
1778,  should  be  extended  to  continue  for  life: 

And  by  aTCSohition  of  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  it  was  provided  that» 
the  officers  who  should  contiirae  in  service  tothe  end  of  the  war  shoifeM' 
be  entYlfed  to  half  pay  durmg  life,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their' 
reduction. 

By  virtue  of  these  resolves,  a  solemn  contract  between  the  Govern- 
neat  and  the  officers  was  made  ;  it  originated  and  was  consmnnarated  by' 
the  fi^ee  and  unbiased  will  of  the  parties,  without  surprise  or  compulsion' 
OR  either  side.  It  has  been  most  gallantly  performed  by  the  offiisers^  and 
after  a  bloody  conflict  of  eight  years ;  and  when  the  liberties  and  ind^ 
pendence  of  theh*  country  were  secured,  foltowrng  the  exumple  of  the 
celebrated  Roman,  they  returned  with  cheerfulness  to  their  private  citi^ 
zeaship. 

It  seems  to  the  committee  that  the  performance  of  a  contract,  on  s^h 
aa^  occasion,  and  especially  one  which  has  produced  such  boundless  con- 
sequences, ought  to  be  observed,  on  the  part  of  the  Gk>vernment^  Witb 
the  most  profound  sanctity  ;  and  that  nothing  but  the  free  expression  of 
tbe  will  of  both  parties,  unaffected  by  necessitous  ckcumstances^  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  abrogate  or  rescind  it.  But,  as  it  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee, it  is  manifest  that  the  resolve  of  the  22d  of  March,  17d»,  whiob 
ceihmuted  the  half  pay  for  life  for  five  years'  full  pay,  grew  out  of  the 
impoverished  state  of  the  Treasury ;  for,  had  the  finances  of  the  country 
been  in  a  good  condition,  it  is  inconceivable  that  Congress^  woutd  have 
proposed  a  change  so  disadvantageous  to  the  officers,  to  whom  the  coun- 
tiy,  independent  of  the  discharge  of  its  contract  wi^  them,  owed  such  a 
large  debt  of  gratitude.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  betieved 
that  the  officers  would  have  given  any  assent  to  the  commutation,  either 
by  lines  or  corps,  or  individuaUy,  if  the  most  urgent  necessity  had  no^ 
^prived  them  of  any  other  alternative. 

The  acceptance,  too,  by  lines  and  corps,  deprived  many  individual  offi^ 
eers  of  the  right  of  choice,  and  placed  the  young  and  the  aged  on  terms 
'isproportionate  with  the  original  stipulntion. 

The  subsequent  acceptance  of  the  commutation  certificates  ought  hot 
t<>  he  considered  as  alto^ther  impairing  the  rights  of  the  officers,  as  they 
were  then  entirely  in  the  power  of  tbe  Crovernment,  and  could  -do  noth^ 
itigwhich  presented  better  prospects  for  themselves.  The  whole  trans^ 
^{6ns,  as  it  appears  to  the  committee,  wer^  of  a  similar  character,  and 
were  indisputably  governed  by  the  inability  of  the  (Government  and  the 
Mediate  wants  of  the  officers ;  and  as  severe  as  the  departure  from  thu 
<^ginil  contract  must  have  appeared  to  the  officers  at  the  timtv  they  did 
M  then  foresee  the  extent  of  their  misfortunes;  for,  as  no*  fmd  was 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  prineipal  or  interest  ^f  the  coumvlatioa 
certificates,  instead  of  receiving  good  money,  in  punctual  paymeMs^  as 
expected,  the  credit  of  the  country  became  so  low  that  nothing  of  tbe 
i^ttrest'wfts  paid,  and  the  eertifieateerapidly  decreased  inr  vahie,  while 
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the  necesstties  pf  the  officers  eontiDued  to  increase.  They  had  suddenly 
been  transferred  from  the  habits  of  war  to  civil  society,  and  could  not 
successfully  engage  all  at  once  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  ;  and  it  is 
as  notorious  as  it  was  unavoidable,  that  most  of  the  officers  were  com- 
pelled to  part  with  their  certificates  at  the  lowest  stage  of  depreciation 
of  eight  for  one ;  and,  in  this  manner,  without  incurring  any  blame  on 
themselves,  the  half  pay  for  life  was  reduced  to  a  little  more  than  half 
pay  for  a  single  year.  From  hence  it  plainly  appears  that  the  conside- 
ration  to  be  performed,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  failed,  in  a  certain 
degree,  and  totally  deprived  the  officers  of  the  chance  of  deriving  any 
benefit  from  the  future  credit  of  the  country. 

The  reward  for  life  arose  from  the  natural  effusion  of  justice  which 
the  times  indicated ;  but,  in  consequence  of  these  unhappy  occurrences, 
it  has  disappeared,  and  nothing  has  been  preserved  for  the  officers  to 
enjoy  but  a  consciousness  of  their  own  merits  and  the  consequent  unex- 
ampled prosperity  of  their  country. 

The  performance  of  contracts,  morally  or  politically  speaking,  is  equally 
sacred ;  and  when  the  power  of  decision  resides  exclusively  in  the  bosom 
of  one  of  the  parties,  it  should  be  exceedingly  cautious  that  justice  is 
done  to  the  other.  Let  it  be  imagined  that  the  claim  of  the  officers  of 
the  army  of  the  Revolution  could  be  submitted  to  the  people  or  to  a  court 
and  jury  possessing  legal  and  equitable  jurisdiction,  the  committee  verily 
believe  that  their  demand,  in  some  shape,  could  not  be  resisted. 

If  even  an  individual,  in  the  midst  of  his  misfortunes,  should,  by  a 
fair  understanding,  disengage  himself  from  his  creditors  without  discharg- 
ing the  entire  debts,  it  could  not  be  applauded  as  any  remarkable  instance 
of  benevolence  or  honesty  if  he  should  afterwards  pay  the  remainder  to 
relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  aged  and  meritorious,  as  soon  as  affluence 
and  good  fortune  had  rendered  his  own  condition  flourishing  beyond  ex- 
ample. 

Although  the  case  between  the  Government  and  the  officers  of  the 
continental  army  resembles  the  above  in  some  respects,  yet,  in  other 
essential  particulars,  it  is  a  much  stronger  case,  as  (he  claims  of  the 
officers  are  founded  on  a  contract,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coounit- 
tee,  under  all  the  circdmstances,  has  not  been  fairly  rescinded,  and,  if  it 
has,  there  cannot  possibly  exist  a  doubt  that  the  commutation  contract 
has  not  been  fulfilled :  for,  if  the  officers  had  been  able  to  have  held 
their  certificates  to  the  period  in  which  they  were  funded,  they  would 
not  have  received  their  interest  according  to  their  contract ;  and,  besides, 
the  arrears  of  the  interest  were  then  funded  at  three  ^er  cent.,  which 
was  a  clear  infringement  of  the  contract,  as  the  arrears  ought  to  hate 
been  paid  before,  instead  of  being  reduced  to  one-half  of  their  value. 
The  payment)  likewise,  of  the  one-third  of  the  principal,  was  deferred 
for  ten  years  without  interest,  which  is  again  a  departure  from  the  eon- 
tract.  But  the  weighty  and  most  important  circumstance  of  all,  that  the 
inability  of  the  Government  to  perform  its  contract  inevitably  obliged 
the  officers  to  part  with  their  certificates  at  the  reduced  prices  of  eight 
for  one,  presents  an  argument  in  equity  sufficiently  powerful  to  satisfy 
Congress  that  a  claim  of  some  description,  in  favor  of  the  officers^  does 
in  good  faith  exist.  ' 

The  results  of  the  Revolution,  which  have  transcended  anticipation, art 
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DOW  every  where  seen  and  admired.  They  iayited  our  national  guest  to 
revisit  each  State  in  the  Union,  to  witness,  in  person,  the  unrivalled 
prosperity  and  political  glory  which  have  been  achieved  by  the  war  of  the- 
Kevolution.  Among  the  vicissitudes  of  the  life  of  this  illustrious  and 
extraordinary  man,  it  would  be  a  felicitous  incident  if  his  reappearance 
here,  after  the  lapse  of  near  half  a  century,  should  have  so  excited  the 
feelings  of  the  nation,  and  occasioned  such  a  recurrence  to  the  trying 
times  of  the  Revolution,  as  to  be  serviceable  to  his  companions  in  arms  in 
the  evenins  of  their  days. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  highly  interesting  case,  it  appears- 
to  the  committee  that  one'of  two  modes  ought  to  be* adopted  for  the  final 
settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  memorialists,  as  reasonable,  and  becoming 
the  faith  and  dignity  of  the  nation.  Firsts  by  the  terms  proposed  by  a 
former  memorial,  that  is  to  say,  of  deducting  from  the  arrears  of  the  half 
pay,  computed  from  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the  present  time,  the 
full  nominal  amount  of  the  commutation  certificates,  and  paying  the  sur- 
viving officers  the  balance^  and  henceforward,  during  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  paying  to  them  the  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  o£ 
1780. 

Or  J  secondly  J  thsit  Congress  should  proceed  upon  the  equitable  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  pay  such  a  specific  sum  rateably  among  the  offi-' 
cers,  according  to  their  rank  and  the  resolves  of  Congress,  as  may  appear 
reasonable  and  just. 

The  first  has,  in  substance,  been  twice  reported  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  not  sustained.  The  committee,  therefore,  paying  a 
due  respect  to  these  decisions,  have  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend 
the  latter  mode,  and  to  confine  its  provisions  to  the  comforts  of  the  livings 
and  make  its  acceptance  a  final  discharge  of  all  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution;  and,  in  conformity  with 
.  these  views  on  the  subject,  the  committee  have  herewith  reported  a  bill 

appropriating  the  sum  of dollars  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.     Th^^ 

committee  have  also  annexed  to  this  report  the  report  of  1810,  and 
the  report  of  1819,  and  several  extracts  of  letters  from  General  Wash* 
ington. 

It  is  but  a  rational  conclusion,  that  it  is  the  last  time  that  the  military  / 
officers  of  the  Revolution,  in  a  body,  will  ask  of  Congress  the  favor  to  con* 
sume  any  of  its  time  concerning  them  ;  if  their  prayer  be  granted,  th^y 
will  have  no  inducement,  and  if  it  be  not,  it  will  be  hopeless  to  make  any 
more  solicitations :  indeed,  they  have  now  not  much  time  to  spare ;  their 
approaching  dissolution  is  near  at  hand  ;  a  little  while  longer,  and  the 
earthly  scene  between  them  and  their  country  will  be  closed  forever. 

Extracts  of  Utters  from  General  Washington. 

^^  That,  in  the  critical  and  perilous  moment  when  the  last-mentioned 
communication  was  made,  there  was  the  utmost  danger  that  a  dissolution 
of  the  army  would  have  taken  place,  unless  measures  similar  to  those 
recommended  had  been  adopted,  will  not  admit  of  a  doubt." 

^^  That  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  granting  half  pay  for  life  has 
been  attended  with  all  the  happy  consequences  I  had  foretold,  so  far  as 
respected  the  good  of  the  service,  let  the  astonishing  contrast  between 
the  state  of  the  army  at  this  instant  and  at  the, former  period,  deter- 
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mfA«;  aii4  that  the  edtiibKifbmetit  of  funds,  anrd  thfe  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  just  demands  of  the  army,  will  be  the  most  certain  means  of 
preeerving  the  national  faith,  and  the  future  tranquillity  of  this  eittensive 
ocmtiaent,  is  my  decided  opinion.  By  the  preceding  remarks,  it  will  be 
readity  imagined  that,  instead  of  retracting  or  reprehending,  from  further 
experienoe  and  reflection,  the  made  ao  strenuously  Urged  in  the  enclosures, 
I  am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  sentiment,  (and,  if  in  the  wrong, 
soBer  me  to  ptease  myself  with  the  grateful  delusion ;)  for  if,  besides  the 
simple  payment  ofwages,  a  further  compensation  is  not  due  to  the  suffer- 
ings and  sacrifices  of  theoflBcers,  then  have  I  been  mistaken  indeed.  If 
die  whole  army  have  not  merited  whatever  a  grateful  people  can  bestow^ 
tben  have  I  been  beguiled  by  prejudice,  and  built  opinion  on  the  basis 
of  error.  If  this  country  should  not,  in  the  event,  perform  every  thing 
which  has  been  requested  by  the  late  memorials  to  Congress,  then  shau 
my  belief  become  vain,  and  the  hope  which  has  been  excited  void  of 
foundation ;  and  if  (as  has  been  suggested  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming 
their  passions)  the  officers  of  the  army  are  to  be  the  only  sufierers  by 
tlMs  Revolution;  if,  in  retiring  from' the  firld,  they  are  to  grow  old  io 
poverty,  wretchedness,  and  contempt ;  if  they  are  to  wade  through  the 
vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe  the  miserable  remnant  of  that  life  to 
charity,  which  has,  hitherto,  been  spent  in  honor,  then  I  shall  have  real- 
ised a  tale  which  will  imbitter  every  moment  of  my  future  life.  But  I 
am  under  no  such  apprehensions ;  a  country  rescued  by  their  arms  from 
impending  ruin  will  never  leave  unpaid  the  debt  of  gratitude.'' 

in  a  letter  from  General  Washington  to  Congress,  dated  March  18, 
1783,  he  says :  ^M  am  pleading  the  cause  of  an  armv  which  has  done  and 
saffered  more  than  any  other  army  ever  did,  in  defence  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  bnman  nature."  And,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governors  of  the 
different  States,  he  says :  "  The  provision  of  half  pay  for  life,  as  prom- 
ised by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  was  a  reasonable  compensation,  offer- 
ad  hy  Congress  at  a  time  when  they  had  nothing  else  to  give  to  the 
oAeers  of  the  army,/or  services  then  to  be  performed :  was  the  price  of 
their  blood,  and  of  your  independence  ;  and,  as  a  debt  of  honor,  it  can 
never  be  cancelled  until  it  be  fairly  discharged." 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  said  (by  Congress,  in  one  of  its  ad- 
dresses to  the  people  of  these  United  States,)  to  be  ^<  unparalleled  in  the 
arnials  of  mankind,"  (and  in  every  leaf  of  its  history  the  pains  of  its 
army  are  registered,)  and  after  the  army  had  been  disbanded,  in  Novem- 
ber, 178S,  certificates,  bearing  an  interest  6f  six  per  cent,  per  annumi 
were  issued ;  but,  as  no  provision,  for  want  of  ability  of  means,  had  been 
made  by  Congress  for  their  redemption,  they  remained,  of  course,  almost 
valueless,  for  any  of  the  purposes  on  account  of  which  they  had  been 
agreed  by  the  oflKcers  to  be  received  in  lieu  of  their  half  pay. 
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B^fortqf  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  ou  the  lOth  De* 
ember,  1819,  the  memorial  of  the  officers  qf  the  revolutionary  army, 
accompanying  a  bill  for  their  relitf. 

Tbe  committ6e  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  surviviAg 
officers  of  the  army  of  tbe  Revolutioii^  prayiag  for  an  equitable  ad- 
justment of  their  claim  of  half  pay  for  life,  have  agreed  to  submit  the 
foUawiog  report :  , 

The  memorialists  represent  that,  by  the  resolve  of  the  £lst  of  October, 
1780,  Congress  stipulated  that  half  pay  for  life  should  be  allowed  to  the 
offiters  of  tbe  revolotioDary  army  who  shouid  continue  in  service  till 
the  end  of  the  war  ;  that  they  did  continue  in  service  till  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  therefore  became  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  contract  thus 
entered  into  with  them  by  then*  country :  That  this  contract  has  not  been 
iiilfilled,  and  they  are  now  entitled  to  aric  its  fulfilment. 

They  further  represent  that  the  commutation  offered  and  received  un- 
der the  resolve  of  the  22d  of  March,  1783,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as 
eancelling  the  obligation  of  the  Government,  or  impairing  the  chims  of 
the  officers,  because  it  was  itself  an  acknowledgment,  by  the  Govern- 
nent,  of  its  incapacity,  at  that  time,  to  fulfil  the  contract ;  because  it  was 
dfered,  not  to  individuals,  but  to  lines  and  corps,  for  their  acceptance, 
which  gave  an  undue  influence  to  officers  of  age  and  rank,  who  were 
likely  to  be  gainers  by  tbe  arrangement,  and  did  not  affi>rd  a  full  oppor- 
tmrity  to  tbe  younger  officers,  of  inferior  grade,  who  were  chiefly  inter- 
ested in  retaining  the  half  pay  for  life  ;  and  excluded  altogether  from  a 
voice  in  the  decision  many  meritorious  officers,  whose  lines  had  been 
brdcen  up  by  the  casualties  of  war ;  because,  also,  it  was  offered  to  men 
whose  necessities  obliged  them  to  accept  what  they  could  obtain  for  the 
immediate  supply  of  their  wants  ;  and,  finally,  because  the  commutation 
was  not,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  wAs  intended  to  be,  an  equivalent 
for  the  half  pay  for  life. 

Referring  to  a  report  made  to  the  House  in  the  month  of  February, 
1810,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  the  present  report,  and  contains)  at 
length,  the  several  resolves  of  Congress,  atod  tbe  principal  facts  and  ar- 
pttents  having  relation  to  the  claim,  the  committee  proceed  respectful- 
fy  to  submit  their  views  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  of  the  obligations 
^n  the  part  of  Government  thence  arising. 

It  is  not  necestory  to  remind  the  liouie  either  of  the  merit  or  the 
vdue  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  memorialists  to  their  country.  His- 
tory has  already  consecrated  the  one,  and  the  other  is  sufficiently  attest- 
^,  in  a  manber  that  must  appeal  to  the  best  feelitigs  of  every  citizen  of 
Ae  United  States,  by  the  rapid  growth  and  eminebtly  happy  conditioii 
<rf  that  country  for  which  they  devoted  the  most  valuable  portion  of  their 
Kves ;  for  wbi^h  they  took  up  their  swords,  and  for  which,  too,  with  no 
lets  patriotism,  they  laid  them  down,  wh^n  herlibdrty  and  independence 
tiid  been  ^ectually  secured.  If,  in  behalf  of  thif  interesting  remnant 
^  the  officers  of  the  Revolution,  of  all  that  r»iatns  to  us  to  cherish  of 
^  gallant  aiul  illustrious  band  who  have  dene  so  much  for  us,  an  apfpeal 
^ttt  made  to  the  national  sense  of  gratitude,  we  presume,  respectfully, 
to  My,  that  it  could  scarcely  be  resisted.  It  wotkld  then  be  recollected 
^At  these  survivors  are  precisely  tbe  men  who  have  made  the  greatest 
MariGite4for  their  couotry,  ais,  from  the  time  that  hai  since  elapied,  it 
26 


202 

will  be  seen  that  most  of  them  must  have  spent  in  her  service  that  very 
portion  of  life  when,  according  to  the  order  of  nature,  the  habits  are 
formed,  and  the  acquirements  made,  which,  in  a  great  measure,  deter- 
mine its  future  fortune  and  character  ;  and  that,  while  they  were  thus 
generously  preparing  for  the  nation  an  abundant  harvest  of  political  and 
social  happiness,  they  gave  up  the  only  opportunity,  for  themselves,  of 
becoming  qualified  for  any  occupation  which,  in  time  of  peace,  could  a^ 
sure  to  them  the  means  even  of  a  comfortable  subsistence.  If  accidental 
good  fortune,  or  distinguished  capacity,  or  the  good  feelings  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, displayed  in  selecting  them  for  public  offices  of  profit,  have 
placed  some  of  them  above  the  reach  of  want^  it  is  nevertheless  believed 
that  there  are  many  who  have  little  to  console  them  in  the  decline  of 
life  but  the  recollection  of  the  share  they  have  contributed  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  their  country's  independence.  To  all  such,  how  welcome 
.  and  how  gladdening  would  be  the  substantial  manifestation  of  that  coun- 
try's gratitude !  A  provision  for  their  few  remaining  years  would  alle- 
viate the  sufferings  of  age ;  and  the  veteran  of  the  Revolution  would  feel 
continually,  and  be  quickened  and  animated  by  the  feeling,  that  the  time 
he  had  devoted  to  the  public  service  was  not,  to  himself,  altogether  waste 
and  unprofitable ;  that  his  exertions  and  his  sufierings  were  not  wholly 
overlooked ;  but,  by  a  natural  and  honorable  return,  that  country,  nvhose 
infancy  he  had  aided  by  his  sword  to  guard,  now,  in  the  day  of  her 

•  strength  and  her  prosperity,  extended  her  band  to  sooth  and  support 
the  weakness  of  his  declining  years. 

It  is  not,  however,  upon  grounds  like  these  that  the  memorialists  rest 
their  application.  They  claim  upon  the  footing  of  right,  maintaining, 
your  committee  respectfully  submit,  with  great  force,  that  what  they  ask 

•  for  is  due  to  them  by  contract.  In  the  examination  of  this  claim,  it  ap- 
.  pears  to  the  committee  that,  towards  men  whose  merits  are  so  unques- 
tionable, the  Government  ought  to  be  guided  by  principles  of  liberal  jus- 
tice, having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances,  giving  them  all  their  due 
weight,  and,  even  where  there  might  be  some  doubt  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rules  that  govern  between  man  and  man,  to  incline  in  favor  of 
the  menMrialists.  With  this  explanation,  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
state  that  they  consider  the  resolve  of  the  2tst  October,  1780,  as  a  con- 
tract between  the  Government  and  the  officers,  voluntarily  and  freely 
entered  into  at  a  time  when  both  parties  were  at  liberty  in, regard  to  the 
subject  of  it ;  and  stipulating,  as  the  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  offi- 

,  cers,  their  future  services  until  the  end  of  the  war,  whatever  might  be 
its  duration.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  the  stipulated  service  was 
rendered,  nor  that  it  was  eminently  useful.  But  it  deserves  to  be  re- 
membered, in  connexion  with  all  which  subsequently  occurred,  that,^' 

,  ter  the  officer  had  rendered  the  service,  he  had  no  further  reliance  but 
upon  the  faith  and  ability  of  the  Government  This  was  his  condition 
when  the  resolve  o^the  22d  March,  1783,  was  adopted.  The  prelimi' 
naries  of  peace  had  been  signed,  the  army  was  about  to  be  disbanded, 
and  he  to  be  thrown  into  society,  there  to  seek  bis  livelihood  by  eini 

, pursuits,  for  which  the  tenor  of  his  preceding  life  was  calculated  only  ^ 
disqualify  him.  Had  he,  under  the  pressure  of  circumstances  so  urgent) 
and  growing  out  of  his  previous  services,  assented  to  the  commutatios, 
his  country  could  scarcely  deem  it  a  voluntary  asaent,  txit  rather  a  sub- 
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i  to  an  uncontroUtible  and  instant  necessity,  iirhieb  admitted  of  no 
deliberation  or  delaj.  But  tbere  is  another  reason  why  this  assent  ought 
not  to  be  considered  as  binding.  The  contract  of  1780  was  with  the  in*^ 
dividual  officers,  and  it  is  not  strictly  reconcileable  with  justice  that  it 
sboald  be  varied,  rescinded,  or  released,  as  to  any  one  of  thein,  without 
his  own  individual  consent.  The  comfoutation,  except  as  to  certain  re- 
tired officers,  was  offered,  not  to  the  individuals,  but  to  lines  and  corps, 
thereby  subjecting  the  individual,  as  to  his  own  particular  rights,  to  the 
decision  of  others,  and  with  respect  to  the  younger  and  inferior  officers, 
exposing  them  to  be  governed  by  the  overruling  influence  of  superior 
rank  and  years,  to  which  they  were  habitually  accustomed  to  submit. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  it  may  be  urged,  (and  between  indi- 
Tiduals  it  might  be  decisively  urged,)  that  the  subsequent  acceptance  of 
the  commutation  certificate,  of  itself,  amounted  to  an  assent.  If  the  offi- 
cer had  been  left  free  to  make  his  choice,  and,  having  made  it,  the  Gov- 
ernment had  given  him  what  he  freely  consented  to  receive,  the  argu- 
ment would  not  have  been  without  some  force.  But  he  was  not  so  free. 
The  resolve  of  Congress,  an  act  of  the  Government  and  a  law,  left  him 
BO  choice,  except  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  lines  and  corps  of  the 
trmy,  or  wait,  whatever  might  be  his  wants,  till  a  more  fortunate  period 
should  enable  him  to  approach  that  body,  not  with  a  power  to  enforce  his 
rights,  but  only  to  sue  for  it  in  the  language  of  solicitation.  It  may  be 
remarked,  though  somewhat  out  of  order,  that  this  is  substantially  the 
course  which  these  memorialists  are  now  pursuing.  They  have  waited 
till  their  country  is  able  to  do  them  justice,  and  they  now  petition  for  their 
right,  offering  to  relinquish  all  they  have  received. 

But  it  is  also  true,  and  furnishes  an  additional  answer  to  the  objec- 
tion, that  the  Government  was  not  able  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
resolve  of  178S.  It  could  not  pay  in  money,  and  it  did  not  pay  in  what 
was  equivalent  to  money.  The  commutation  certificate  Was  then,  and 
for  some  time  after,  worth  not  more  than  one-eighth,  perhaps  even  less, 
of  its  nominal  value.  When,  at  the  distance  of  eight  years  afterwards,  * 
the  funding  system  was  established,  it  is  notorious  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  certificates  no  longer  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  officers. 
The  restoration  of  the  public  credit  came  too  late  for  men  whose  neces- 
sities were  so  imperious  ;  and  thus  the  half  pay  for  life,  which  had  been 
solemnly  stipulated,  and  most  meritoriously  earned,  dwindled  in  the  hands 
of  the  officers,  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  to  scarcely  more  than  half  pay 
for  a  single  year. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  it  seems  to  your  committee  just  and  rea- 
sonable, and  becoming  the  faith  of  the  nation,  to  execute  the  contract 
originally  made,  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  memorialists :  that  is  to 
»y,  of  deducting  from  the  arrears  of  the  half  pay,  computed  from  the  ces* 
satton  of  hostilities  to  the  present  time,  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the 
commutation  certificate,  ami  paying  to  the  surviving  officers  the  balance; 
and,  henceforward,  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  paying  to  theA 
the  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  1780.  For  the  arrears,  the  me- 
morialists are  willing  to  receive  stock,  bearing  an  interest. 

In  order  to  define  and  limit,  with  as  much  precision  at  possible,  the 
ntent  of  the  demand  which  will  thus  be  created  upon  the  Treasury, 
yow  committee  have  thought  it  right  to  assome,  as  a  basis,  the  number 


of  flMrrirnftg  «ffle«vi,  and  tkeaggpicf^ite  of  daitn^  whiob  cm  fUted  by  Iki 
tdemottalists  themaelves ;  and  tliey  recomoieild,  retpcistfaUy,  that  hj 
prorision  wbicb  may  be  mode  be  limited  aceordinglj,  so  as  not  to  «b- 
beed  that  (ram. 

iD.oooformitf  with  these  mggesdotis,  the  committee  herewith  report 
«  bill. 

Bq^ort  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  RepresentativeSy  February ^  1810. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  survrrinf 
officers  of  the  Tate  revolutionary  armj,  in  behalf  of  themselres  and 
others,  report : 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  ail  mili- 
larj  officers  who  then  w*ere,x)r  subould  thereafter  be,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  should  continue  in  service  during  the  war,  aod 
not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of  then, 
should,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive,  annuallj, 
for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they  should  live  so  long,  one-half  of  tke 
then  pay  of  such  officers ;  provided,  that  no  general  officer  of  the  cavalrj, 
furtillery,  or  iiUantry,  should  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  one-b^ 
part  of  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  such  corps,  respectively ;  *and  provided  that 
the  said  resolution  should  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  unless  he  should  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance,  aad 
should  actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the  United  States* 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  Uth  August,i779,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  half  pay  provided  by  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  15tb 
May,  1778,  should  be  eiilended  to  continue  for  life. 

Tha^,  by  a  resoluiion  of  Congress  of  the  21  at  of  October,  1780,  it  was 
provided  that  the  officer^  who  should  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end 
of  ihe  war  should  be  entitled  to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from 
the  time  of  their  redoctioi^. 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  17th  January,  1781,  all  officers 
in  the  hospital  department  a^  medical  staff,  thereinafter  mentioned,  who 
should  continue  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  or  be  reduced  before 
that  time  as  supernumeraries,  should  be  entitled  to  receive,  during  life,  in 
lieu  of  half  pay,  the  ibUowing  allowances,  viz :  the  director  of  the  boapi- 
tal,  equal  to  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel ;  chief  physicians  and  sur- 
ceons,  purveyor,  apothecary,  and  regimental  surgeons,  each,  equal  to  tbe 
balf  pay  of  a  captain. 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  March,-  178S,  it  vaa 
provided  that  such  officers  as  were  then  in  service,  and  should  contiaue 
therein  until  tlie  end  of  the  war,  should  be  entitled  to  receive  the  amount 
of  five  years'  full  pay  in  m^mt/y  or  securities  on  interest  at  six  per  ceat. 
P«r  annum,  as  Congress  should  find  most  convenient,  instead  of  tbe  half 
f{^  promised  for  life  by  the  resolution  of  the  21st  October,  1780 ;  thesaid 
ieourities  being  saeh  as  should  be  given  to  the  other  creditors  of  tbe 
United  States ;  provided  it  i^hould  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the  re* 
qitctiTe  States,  and  not  of  offieecs  individually  in  those  lines,  to  accept 
or  refuse  the  same ;  provided,  also,  that  their  election  should  be  siaaifio' 
to  Congress  through  the^  commander-in-chief,  from  the  lines  uiwer  iiil 
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iflmedmie  otenmnd,  wtthiQ.iwo  mcmlin,.  and .tlinougb  tli«  eommftfi^ii^ 
offeer  of  tho  soathdra  aenqr^  from,  fkmat  ii«dM:  ki^  ^cootfi^aQd,  wi^bift.sw 
jBiooths.  from  the.dato  «f  tb«  resohitioD. 

That  the  same  commutajtion  sliair extend  to  .ihe  corps  opt  belongiDg  ta 
the  titles  jof  any  particiilMr  Stote,  and  who  were  et^liiled  to  half  tp^y  v^ 
aibresatd;  the  acceptance  ol*  refusal  i^  be  determined  by  corps,  aad  lei 
beaign^e^  iatbe  eanue  meaaer)  agtid  mithin.  the.8aQ)e.tLme|  aa  aboTe** 
mentiooed.  TfaataU  offiiierfl  belongieg  to  the  hespkal  dej^rttoent^  wbci 
were  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  resolution  of  the  17th  January^  1781^ 
iMgfat^  oaUeetively,  agrere  to  acce|»t  or  refute  tl^eaforenid  .commttjta- 
tions;  signifying  the  same,  through  the  commander-in-chief,  within  siao 
months.  That  such  officers  as  had  retired  at  different  periods,  entitled  to 
half  pay  for  life,  might  collectively,  in  -each  State  of  which  they  are  in- 
habitants, accept  or  refuse  the  same  ;  their  acceptance  or  refusal  to  be 
signified  by  agents  (authorized  for  that  purpose)  within  six  months.  That, 
with  respect  to  such  retiring  officers,  the  commutation,  if  accepted  by 
tbem,  should  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  might  be  then- due  to  them,  since  the 
time  of  their  retiring  from  service,  as  well  as  what  might  hereafter  become 
due;  and  that,  so  soon  as  their  acceptance  should  be  signified, the  Super- 
intendent of  Finance  should  be,  and  he  was  thereby,  authorized  to  take 
measures  for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  accordingly,  and  to  issue  to 
them  certificates,  bearing  interest  at  6  per  cent.  That  all  officers  entitled 
to  half  pay  for  life,  not  included  in  the  preceding  resolution,  might,  rflS0| 
coUectirely,  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesaid  commutation;  signi'^ 
fyfaig  the  same  within  six  months  from  the  passage  of  said  resolution. 

The  petitioners  state,  and  the  fact  is  of  too  general  a  notoriety  to  be  dis^ 
poted,  that,  although  they  confidently  expected,  at  the  time  ifiey  were 
compelled,  IVom  imperious  necessity,  to  accept  the  sum  in  gross,  in  Itetr 
of  half  pay  for  life,  that  it,  wouH  be  paid  to  them  in  reality,  and  not  by  a 
fresh  promise,  without  any  sufficient  guarantee  for  its  due  performance; 
yet  they  were  compelled  to  receive  certt/iccttes^  which,  for  want  of  any 
specific  provision  for  the  payment  of  thert,  or  the  interest  accruing  on 
them,  were  immedfateiy  depreciated  to  five  for  one,  and,  by  degrees,  to 
ten  for  one,  in  exchange  for  money.  They  therefore  pray  that  half  pay 
for  life,  to  commence  n-om  the  time  of  the  redttction  ot  the  army,  may  be 
granted  to  them,  according  to  the  solemn  8tlpuIation$  entered  into  witk 
them  by  Congress,  by  the  resolutions  before  referred  to;  deductrng  there* 
from  the  five  years'  full  pay  received  by  them,  in  depreciated  paper,  by 
way  of  commutation. 

It  is  well  known  to  your  committee,  and  to  the  whole  nation,  that  the 
hf  greater  part  of  the  officers  were  compelled,  by  hard  necessity,  to  difi 
pose  of  their  commutation  certificates,  at  prices  infinitely  below  their  non)i» 
io^l  amount.  That  this  did  not  proceed  from  want  of  patriotism,  of  which 
they  htii  before  given  proof  most  unequfVocal,  or  of  want  of  confidence 
in  their  Government;  but  that,  after  having  spent  the  vigor  of  their  man* 
bood  in  the  service  of  their  country,  they  relumed  to  the  walks  of  civil  • 
We,  ( many  of  them  maimed,  and  scarcely,  able  to  halt  along,)  ignorant  of 
what  was  p?issing,  or  likely  to  pass,  in  the  councifs,  of  their  country,  The 
piping  hand  of  poyerty  bore  hard  upontheUd ;  and,  unacquainted,  as  they 
necessarily  were,  with  civil  affairs,  they  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  wiles  of 
the  artftil  and  insidious  speculator,  who  was  lying  in  wait  to  fatten  upon 
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their  hard  eamiagfl.  Under  cirevikiBtaDoes  like  these,  it  wouU  htTe  been 
strange,  indeed,  if  thej  bad  kept  their  certificates  in  their  pockets.  No : 
the  thing  was  impracticable  :  go  they  must,  for  whaterer  they  would  bring, 
and  be  the  consequences  whatever  they  might. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  the  contract  entered 
into  by  Congress  with  the  officeri  of  the  late  revolutionary  army,  for 
giving  them  half  pay  for  life^  has  not  been  substantially  complied  with 
by  our  Government:  they  therefore  recommend  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable,  and  ought 
to  be  granted. 


Mat  8,  1826. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Pensions,  to  which  was  recommitted  the 
bill  and  amendments,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution,"  report  : 

Those  who  served  during  the  revolutionary  war,  at  di£ferent  periods 
theseof,  and  for  whom  no  provision  has  been  made  by  law,  may  be  di« 
vided  into  two  classes.  The  first  comprehends  the  officers  of  the  army 
who,  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  October  21st,  1780,  continued 
in  service  until  the  army  was  disbanded,  October  18tb,  1783,  after  the 
establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States^  Their  number 
is  known  to  have  been,  at  that  time,  2,480.  The  average  age  of  these 
officers  was,  when  they  left  the  service,  thirty  years ;  and,  since  that 
period,  more  than  forty-two  years  have  elapsed. 

The  decrement  of  human  life,  founded  on  the  expectation  of  it,  de- 
rived from  observation  and  experience,  in  several  difierent  countries 
similar  to  our  own,  is  such,  that,  upon  a  fair  calculation,  not  more  than 
400,  of  the  2,480,  are  now  alive ;  and  those  at  the  average  a^e  of  72  years 
and  upwards.  At  this  advanced  age,  they  ask  from  their  country  for 
i^ome  additional  compensation.  1st.  They  ask  for  this  aid  now,  because 
they  are  now  unable  to  aid  themselves.  At  72,  most  men  are  beyond 
the  power  to  labor,  or  the  hope  of  acquisition  by  any  kind  of  business* 
2d.  They  served  their  country  when,  without  that  service,  its  inde- 
pendence and  the  establishment  of  republican  Government  in  this  hemi* 
sphere  must  have  been  lost.  3d.  They  were  promised  their  pay  roontbl? ; 
and,  after  the  war,  annuities  for  life,  equal  to  half  that  amount.  4tn. 
Congress  were  without  funds;  continental  money  had  ceased  to  be  of 
iMiy  value;  and  the  army  was  unpaid  from  that  time  till  the  close  of  the 
yfSir.  5th.  The  States  were  dissatisfied  with  the  half  pay  establishment, 
» and  they  offered  to  surrender  their  annuities  to  the  United  States  for  an 
equivalent.  6th.  Congress  resolved,  March  23d,  1783,  to  give  them' 
five  years'  full  pay,  in  cash  or  securities,  as  an  equivalent  for,  and  in  lieu 
of,  their  annuities.  7th.  In  place  of  cash.  Congress  was  obliged,  from 
the  total  insolvency  of  the  old  confederation,  to  give  them  commutatioa 
certificates,  signed  by  the  paymaster  general,  and  payable  to  them  or 
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bearer.     Tbese^  from  inability  to  paj  in  the  maker^  and  to  wait  in  the . 
bolder,  were  thrown  into  the  market  for  cash,  and  soon  fell  to  12}  cents 
OD  the  dollar.    8th.  No  provision  was  or  could  be  made  by  Congress 
for  payment  or  funding  of  these  certificates,  till  after  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  when,  by  the  law  on  that  subject,  they  were  again  com- 
muted, by  giving  the  holders  a  three  per  cent,  stock  for  the  interest  in 
arrear ;  a  six  per  cent,  stock  for  two-thirds  of  the  principal ;  and  a  de- 
ferred stock,  bearing  no  interest  till  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  for  the 
other  third.     9th.  Upon  a  fair  calculation  of  the  probabilities  of  life,  the 
half  pay  annuities  of  these  officers,  then  thirty  years  old,  were,  Octo- 
ber 18th,  1783,  worth  14.08  years'  purchase.     It  is  seen  that  they  re- 
ceived  for   them   but  ten  years'  purchase ;  that  is,  five  years'   full 
pay.     It  is  also  seen  that,  under  this  funding  system,  they  so  received 
this,  that  each  captain  sustained  a  loss,  in  interest,  of  $2,436  34.     By 
the  report  from  the  Treasury  Department,  it  appears  that  each  of  these 
annuitants,  being  a  captain,  and  now  alive,  would,  as  half  pay,  have 
received    jj(  10,080.     By   commutation   he    received    a    certificate    for 
$2,400,  by  which  this  officer  has  lost,  and  the  Government  saved, 
17,680.      These    two    sums  are    $7,680    by   the    commutation,  and 
$2,426  34   by  the  fundine;  making  a  total  of  $10,106  34  saved  by 
the  nation,  and  lost  by  each  individual  of  these  officers  now  alive.     It 
must  be  allowed  that,  to  these  officers,  at  thirty  years  old,  the  expecta- 
tion of  life  could  not  have  been  over  thirty-two  years,  and  may»be 
said  not  to  have  exceeded  twenty-eight.     A  captain,  then,  being  en- 
titled to  half  pay,  or  $240  per  annum,  for  twenty-five  years,  would 
receive  $6,720;  but,  by  the  commutation,  he  did  receive  $2,400.     The 
difference  is  $4,320.      To  this  add  the  loss  of  interest,  by  the  manner 
of  funding,  $2,426  34,  and  then  it  appears  the  nation  did  save,  and 
the  officers  did  lose,  26,746  34.'     By  the  last  statement  it  therefore 
appears   that  2,480    officers  have   lost,  and   the   nation   have   saved, 
116,730,923  20;  and  it  appears,  by  the  first  statement,  that  the  same 
officers  have  lost,  and  the  nation  have  saved,  $25,063,733  20.     The 
committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  offer  any  opinion  on 
the  nature  of  the  contract  originally  made  by  Congress  with  this  very 
meritorious  class  of  men,  nor  upon  the  manner  in  which,  as  it  appears, 
the  same  was  fulfilled.     At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  nation  was  com- 
paratively smal^'^about  3,000,000.     The  public  debt  was  heavy,  and  the 
then  United  States  had  no  funds  and  no  revenue.     Under  these  circum- 
stances the  Government,  though  obliged  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  to  the 
full  amount,  their  foreign  creditors,  was  nevertheless  enabled  to  settle 
at  least  this  part  of  their  domestic  responsibilities  on  terms  very  favora- 
ble to  the  economy  of  the  country.     The  people  are  now  multiplied  to 
more  than  ten  millions;  they  are  rich,  free,  and  prosperous,  and  the  rev- 
enue is  large,  abundant,  and  increasing.      Any  remuneration  hitherto 
proposed  to  be  given  to  these  men  is  less  than  a  disme  to  each  individual 
of  die  nation  ;  and  if  formed  into  a  stock  and  left  to  some  future  genera- 
tion for  payment,  will,  when  that  generation  choose  to  do  it,  enable  them 
to  recall  the  memory  of  those  gallant  men  whose  labors  and  dangers, 
binder  God,  secured  to  them  their  freedom,  independence,  and  prosperity. 
The  committee  therefore  feel  themselves  fully  justified  in  reporting  that 
the  survivors  aforesaid  of  this  first  class  of  those  who  served  during  the 
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war  of  the  Revolutioii  ought  to  he  provided  for  by  law ;  and,  consideriog 
all  the  foregoing  facts,  they  do  believe  that  the  justice,  honor,  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  nation  would  not  be  satisfied,  unless  Congress  appropriate 
for  that  object  the  sum  of  81,000,000.     For  this  purpose  they  have  pro- 
posed the  first  and  second  sentences  as  part  of  an  amendment  to  the 
bill   herewith  reported  as  amended.   .  Although  the  resolution  afore- 
said does  not  in  terms  refer  to  them,  the  question  of  a  provision  for 
the  widows  of  the  non-survivors  of  the  officers  aforesaid ;  yet  because  the 
House  did,  when  the  case  of  the  surviving  officers  aforesaid  was  under 
consideration,  strongly  express  an  opinion  in  fayo;*  of  making  such  pro« 
vision,  the  committee  therefore  further  report  that  the  number  of  such 
widows  to  be  provided  for  can  be  estimated  only  by  a  calculation  oi  prob- 
abilities.     At  the  close  of  the  war  each  officer  being  thirty  years  old 
was,  probably,  a  married  man.     It  may  be  assumed  as  a  fact,  that  men 
marry  at  a  la^er  age  than  women  ;  and  if  these  officers,  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  were,  on  an  average,  thirty  years  old,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
their  wives  were  twenty-six.     Of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
wivjDS,  at  that  period  and  of  that  age,  calculating  agreeably  to  the  estab- 
lished rules  of  the  probability  of  human  life,  according  to  the  annual  decre- 
ment thereof,  there  maybe  now  alive  of  that  number  seven  hundred  and 
forty-three.     Of  this  number  it  is  probable  that  four  hundred  are  now 
wives  of  four  hundred  husbands,  who,  it  has  been  found,  are  probably 
alive ;  because  it  is  more  probable  that  a  wife  at  twenty-six  will  lite' 
forty -two  years,  than  that  a  husband  at  thirty  will  live  the  same  number 
of  years.     The  probable  number  of  these  widows  is,  then,  three  hundred 
and  forty- three.     These  are  now  at  an  advanced  age,  and  not  likely  to 
be  in  any  condition  of  great  affluence.     If  we  call  to  mind  the  character 
and  conductof  our  countrywomen  inthatwar,we  shall  not  forget  with  what 
alacrity  they  sent  their  sons  and  husbands  to  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try.    Domestic  affection  gave  place  to  a  patriotisT|i  worthy  of  the  1>est 
nations,  in  the  best  ages  of  the  world.     It  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
whijie  these  officers  were  without  pay  in  the  army,  and  compelled  to  ex- 
haust their  property  to  support  themselves  in  the  field,  their  wives  at 
home  endured  all  the  inconvenience  of  a  very  small  and  inadequate  pro- 
vision.    Gallant  men  need  not  be  told  of  the^anxieties  of  a  soldier's  wife 
for  the  fate  of  her  husband ;  for  although  women  despise  a  coward,  they 
nevertheless  think  with  inexpressible  anguish  on  the  perils  of  the  brave 
in  the  day  of  battle.     It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  a  provision 
for  these  widows  should  be  made  by  law ;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  made 
by  way  of  annuity,  rather  than  a  gross  sum  paid  off  at  once  ;  they  there- 
fore recommend  raising  a  fund  for  paying  annuities  to  those  who  now 
are  or  hereafter  may  be  widows  of  those  officers  of  the  army  who  con- 
tinued in  service  till  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war  or  died  after  the 
21st  of  October,  A.  D.  1780.     This  fund  may  be  raised  by  deducting 
from  the  one  million  appropriated  to  a  provision  for  said  officers  the  sum 
of  }J200,000.     These  annuities  will  be  a  charge  upon  this  fund,  and  the 
interest  of  the  balance  will  be  annually  ajcredit  to  be  added  to  it,  until 
the  whole  shall  be  exhausted.     In  this  way  this  fund  may  provide  annu- 
ities of  $100  to  each  of  these  venerable  matrons  for  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.     With  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  such  a  fund,  the  com- 
mittee^ have  prepared  the  proviso  to  the  1st  section  of  the  amendment 
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of  tbe  bill  aforesaid,  herewith  reported.  Ttl€  second  class  of  those  who 
lerved  at  different  periods  during  the  wai!  comprehends  all  offieers  axkd 
Qoeninthe  land  and  naval  service  for  ninq  months  or  upwards  at  one, 
time,  other  than  the  officers  aforesaid,  and  whq  were  of  tbe  continental 
establishment  or  regylar  troops  not  of  the  Hoc.  It  is  estimated  at  the  War 
Department  that  the  number  of  these  now  alive  is  not  more  than  18,500. 
Of  these,  600  were  regular  troops  not  of  the  line  and  served  from  one  to 
three  years.  On  ther  continental  establishment,  1 ,600  senred  nine  months 
tad  upwards;  S,<)QO  served  one  year  and  upwards;  S,000  served  two 
jTMrs  and  upw«r<b ;  and  1 1 ,600  served  three  years  and  upyarda.  If  w« 
subtract  from  this  number  12,S65,  now  on  the  pension  roU^  5,515  will 
r^ain,  for  whom  no  provision  has  been  made  by  tbe  Unitfsd  States^ 

These  eonstiiute  the  remnant  of  that  army  which  achieved  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  country.  Their  age  is  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  as. 
that  of  those  of  the  first  class  aforesaid.  Though  some  of  them  are  pos- 
sessed of  some  property^  yet  none  of  them  are  known  to  be  affluent.  A- 
pnblie  pecuniary  testimonial  of  national  gratihide  to  them  would  foe  highly 
bMioraUe  to  the  United  States,  and  every  way  acceptable  to  these  men. 
Tbe  severity  and  peritous.  nature  of  their  serviee^  cannot  be  forgotten. 
Their  rations,  clothing,  and  camp  provisions^  were  at  all  timee  scant,  oftta 
iatermpted,  and  not  un frequently  wholly  wanting.  Theirpaywao  always 
law,  and  being  made  to  them  in  a  depreciating  medium,  finally  became^ 
of  little  value.  This  depreciation  was  promised  to  be  made  up  to  them^ 
but  it  was  made  up  in  a  medium  equally  depreciated.  At  the  close  of 
tbe  war  the-  sufferings  of  the  country  were  too  great  to  consider  their 
sondition ;  the  prosperity  of  it  now  is  fully  equal  to  that  consideration. 

The  committee  dierefore  report  that  this  last  description  of  persons^ 
being  of  the  number  of  those  who  served  daring  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, ought  to  be  provided  for  by  law,  and  that  for  this  purpose  the  sum- 
of  Si  ,200,000  oQght  to  be  distributed  among  them  in  stocks,  beartng  an 
iaterest  of  five  per  cent.,  according  to  their  grade  and  term  of  service,  im 
Bminer  a^  is  provided  by  the  3d  and  4th  sections  of  tbe  amend«^ 
inent  to  said  bill^  herewith  reported.  For  reasons  which,  among  others^ 
UKiuced  the  cmnmittee  to  recommend  a  provision  for  the  surviving  widows 
of  the  offioqra  who  seized  to  the  clo$e  of  the  revolutionary  war  as  afore- 
said, they  also  recommend  a  provision  for  the  survivin|^  widowf  of  &iim 
class  of  those  who  served  in  that  war.  Assuming  the  same  data  and 
making  the  same  calculation  as  was  made  in  the  first  case,  their  numker 
probably  is  4^129^  Tbe  committee  recommend  pruvidi»g  for  them  by: 
way  of  annuitieB,  and  that  a  fund  be  raised  far  that  purpose.  Thi» 
fond  cannot  be  less  than  $600^000 ;  so  that,  by  okar^n^  such  anmiittes  to 
this  fond,  and  givtmg  credit  for  interest  on  tbe  balance  annually,  it  might 
afford  to  such  widows  annuities  of  $30  each,  and  the  whole  amount  niii 
be  exhausted  until  the  expiration  of  eight  years,  or,  as  it  maybe,  not  un- 
til all  or  nearly  all  the  aiimiities  had  fallen  into  said  fqnd.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  committee  have  prepared  the  5th  section  of  the  amendment  to 
the  bill  aforesaid,  herewith  reported.  \ 
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FSB&UART   15,  18S8. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  whp  were  instructed,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  ITth  December  last,  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  remunerating  Captain  Philip  Slaughter  for 
his  services  in  the  continental  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,, 
have  duly  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  report : 

That,  from  the  facts  submitted  to  the  committee,  it  appears  that,  in 
the  month  of  June  or  July,  1776,  the  claimant  was  appointed  a  lieuten- 
ant  in  Captain  Long's  company,  in  the  11th  Virginia  regiment  on  conti* 
nental  establishment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Daniel  Morgan ;  that  he  was 
afterwards  appointed  a  captain  in  the  same  regiment ;  that  he  faithfully 
served  through  the  northern  campaigns  of  1777,  1778,  and  1779 ;  that,  in 
the  two  latter  years,  he  acted  both  as  captain  and  paymaster;  and,  in  the 
year  1779,  he  performed  the  additional  duty  of  regimental  clothier;  that, 
^soon  after  the  campaign  of  1779,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Virginia,  on 
furlough,  got  married,  remained  at  his  residence  in  Virginia,  and  did  not 
afterwards  join  the  army ;  that,  in  the  month  of  November  or  Decem- 
ber, 1779,  a  portion  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  were  ordexed  to 
the  South  ;  Captain  Slaughter,  deeming  it  inconvenient  for  him,  eircum- 
stanced  as  he  then  was,  to  perform  a  southern  campaign,  and  supposing 
it  likely  that  he  would  receive  orders  to  join  the  southern  army,  autho- 
rized his  friend,  the  present  Chief  Justice  Marshall,,  who  was  an  officer 
in  the  same  regiment,  to  resign  his  commission  for  him  in  case  he 
(Slaughter)  should  receive  such  orders.  Judge  Marshall,  however, 
says,  the  impression  on  his  mind  is  very  strong  that  he  did  not  give  ia 
Slaughter's  resignation,  and  that  impression  is  strengthened,  he  says,  by 
the  fact  that  Captain  Slaughter  was  not  ordered  to  the  South,  the  order 
being  confined  to  the  elder  officers. 

It  appears,  by  statements  from  the  Pension  and  Bounty  Land  Offices, 
that  Captain  Slaughter,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1783,  received  a  certificate 
for  £563  15^.  2d.,  the  balance  of  his  full  pay  as  captain  and  paymaster, 
agreeably  to  an  actof  the  Virginia  Assembly, passed  in  November,  1781; 
and  that  he  also  received  four  thousand  acres  of  land  from  the  State  of 
Virginia.  He  now  asks  his  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu 
,of  half  pay  for  life. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Slaughter  did,  virtually, 
continue  in  the  service  of  tne  United  States  until  the  end  of  the  revolu- 
tionary  war ;  that  he  was  a  meritorious  officer,  and,  from  the  character 
given  him  by  highly  respectable  witnesses,  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
Government  all  the  emoluments  to  which  officers  of  his  grade  were,  un« 
der  the  resolves  of  Congress,  entitled.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  in 
his  favor. 

[Annexed  to  the  foregoing  report.] 

War  Department, 

Pension  Office^  February  4, 1828. 

I  certify  that,  in  a  book  kept  in  the  Pension  Office,  containing  a  list  of 
officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  who  ^  have 
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received  certificates  for  the  balaoce  of  tbeir  fiill  paj,  agreeably  to  an  act 
of  the  Yir^nia  Assembly,  passed  November,  1781,  the  Dame  of  Philip 
Slaughter,  a  captain,  appears  thereon,  and  opposite  to  his  name  the 
words  ^^  captain  and  paymaster"  appear.  And  it  appears,  also,  thdt  the 
certificate  for  £563  16a.  2d.  was  delivered  to  himself  on  the  1st  of 
April,  178S. 

J.  L.  EDWARDS. 

Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office^  February  1,  1828. 
I  certify  that,  after  a  minute  examination  of  the  re^ster  of  certificates 
issued  for  pay,  and  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  to  the  officers  of 
the  revolutionary  army,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  the  name  of  Captai|i 
Philip  Slaughter,  of  the  Virginia  line,  hath  not  been  discovered,  either 
for  his  pay  or  his  commutation. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE, 
Register. 

Treasury  Ddpartment, 

Register's  Office^  February  1,  1828. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  in  relation  to  the  sum  paid 
Captain  Philip  Slaughter  by  the  State  of  Virginia ;  but  I  have  been,  with- 
out efiect,  examining  the  register  of  certificates  issued  by  the  United 
States  for  the  pay,  and  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half 
pay  for  life.  The  name  of  that  officer  cannot  be  discovered,  either  for 
the  payment  of  his  pay  or  commutation. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE, 
Register. 
Hon.  John  S.  Barbour. 

A  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment^ 
who  have  received  certificates  for  the  balance  qf  their  full  pay^  agree^ 
able  to  an  act  of  Assembly^  passed  November  session j  1781. 

Philip  Slaughter,  captain  and  paymaster,  1st  April, 

1783, £663  IBs.  2d. 

Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office^  February  1,  1828. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoingjs  a  true  copy  from  the  records  preserved 
io  this  office,  of  the  names  of  officers  on  the  continental  establishment, 
who  belonged  to  the  Virginia  line,  by  which  it  appears  that  Captain 
Philip  Slaughter,  who  belonged  to  that  line  of  the  revolutionary  army«  did 
on  the  1st  of  April,  1788,  receive  of  t^e  State  of  Virginia  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  and  sixty-three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  specie, 
under  an  act  of  said  State  passed  in  November  session,  1781. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE, 
Register. 
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BotnrtT  Land  OtfiCK, 

WaaMngttmj  Ftkfwgry  1  ^  \9I». 

Sir  :  Upon  examinalioii,  I  do  dot  find  thai  Captaia  Philip  Slaughter,  of 
the  Yirgtoia  line  on  continental  estabh'shment,  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
was  returned  aa  having  served  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  he  is  therefore  not 
entitled  to  bounty  land  of  the  United  Slates.  Upon  looking  over  a  list 
of  such  officers  to  whom  Virginia  gave  land,  aa  having  served  long  enough 
to  entitle  them,  I  find  that  Captain  Philip  Slaughter  received  4,000 
acres,  which  was  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  a  captain  was  entitled  tor 
any  service  of  three  years,  aiid  not  more  tban.aix.years,  under  the  grants 
of  the  States. 

Yours,  &c. 

ROBEKT  TAYLQR. 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  Hunt. 


Chief  Justice  MarahalVs  Certificate. 

Captain  Philip  Sbughter  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  Captain  Long's 
company  in  June  or  July,  1776.  The  regimeot  was  to  be  commanded 
bj^  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  to  be  raised  partly  in  Maryland,  and  partly  in 
Virginia.  A  part  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Raw- 
Itnss  was  captured  in  Fort  Washingtoo,  after  which,  the  companies  raised 
in  Maryland  were  attached  to  some  regiment  of  that  State,  and  the  Vir- 
ginia companies  were  attached  to  the  1 1  th  Virginia  regiment,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Daniel  Morgan*  Captain  Long's  company  was  in  that  regi- 
ment. I  served  in  the  same  regiment,  and  was  long  and  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  Lieutenant  afterwards  Captain  Slaughter.  He  served  through  the 
campaigns  of  1777, 1778,  and  1779.  I  always  thought  him  a  good  officer, 
who  performed  his  duty  faithfully,  and  believe  that  the  officers  general- 
ly entertained  the  same  opinion  of  him.  In  the  years  1778  and  1779 
be  acted  as  captain  and  paymaster;  and  I  think  that,  in  1779,  he  per- 
fopned'the  additional  duty  of  regimental  clothier.  H^  performed  every 
duty  which  devolved  on  him  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  regiment, 
and  was  generally  esteemed. 

J.  MARSHALL- 


Soldikb's  RviiiEAT,  January  22, 1828. 

Mt  Dear  Friend:  I  feel  extremely  mortified  at  the  delay  which  has 
attended  your  letter  to  me ;  my  son  was  at  the  post  office  in  Waynesbo- 
rough  on  yesterday,  when  it  was  handed  to  him,  which  I  observe  bears 
date  25th  ultimo.  I  am  the  more  concerned  at  this  delay  in  obtaini^ 
the  evidence  of  your  services  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  fearing  it 
may  come  to  hand  too  late  in  the  support  of  your  claim,  set  forth  in  your 
petition  to  Congress,  which  would  be  to  me  matter  of  real  unfeigned 
regret ;  and,  under  such  adverse  circumstances,  can  only  hope  my  cer- 
tificate may  yet  reach  you  in  time  to  assist  in  effecting  the  object.     Be- 
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iide,  I  feel  distreised  lest myoot aiMweriBg  yqvr letter  promptly  might 
iMve  induced  you  to  doubt  that  affectionate  feeling  for  you  whieh  never 
lias  abated  one  moment  aince  our  fiiBt  acquaintance.  I  subjoin  the  eer- 
tifioate  required. 

No  one  can  regret  more  than  I  do  the  pecuniary  embarraament  under 
which  you  are  laboring ;  and  the  more  especially,  as  it  has  been  incurred 
bj  your  friendly  liberality  to  others.  VVoidd  to  Giod  it  were  in  my 
power  -to  relieve  y ou . 

Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Slaughter  and  your  children.     Tell  her  my  sister  Heth  yet  lives,  and 
often  talks  about  her.     My  son  joins  me  in  respects,  &c. 
With  all  the  sincerity  of  affection, 

Your  very  true  friend, 

RO.  PORTERFIELD. 

Oapt.  SLAtroHtttR. 

Gmeral  PorterfiekPs  CeriificfUe. 

Augusta  Couwtt,  ViReiNiA. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Captain  Philip  Slaughter,  of  the  county  of  Cul* 
peper,  Virginia,  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution;  that  he  be- 
looged  to  and  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  II th  Virginia  regiment  on 
continental  eslablishment,  during  the  campaign  of  1777;  and  in  said 
regiment,  as  captain  and  paymaster,  the  campaign  of  1778;  and  as  cap- 
tain, paymaster,  and  clothier,  for  the  regiment,  in  the  campaign  of  1779, 
with  the  main  army,  under  the  command  of  iSeneral  Washington,  in  the 
States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania;  that  he  performed 
the  various  and  complicated  duties  pertaining  to  the  aforesaid  offices 
with  ability,  promptitude,  and  integrity,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned,  never  availing  himself  of  the  additional  regimental  appoint-, 
mcDts  as  a  shield  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  an 
officer  of  the  line ;  and  especially,  at  all  times  when  a  battle  was  in  pros* 
pect;  fighting  at  the  battles  of  Brandy  wine,  Germantown,  &c. 

Having  been  an  officer  in  the  11th  Virginia  regiment,  and  having 
served  with  Captain  Slaughter  the  whole  three  years,  as  above,  the  fore- 
^ing  circumstances  are  stated  from  my  personal  knowledge,  and  a  per- 
fect recollection  of  the  facts. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  22d  day  of  January,  1828. 

BO.  PORTERFIELD. 

I,  Davtd  Jameson,  of' the  county  of  Culpeper,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
^d  75  years,  do  hereby  certify  tnat  my  brother,  John  Jameson,  enlisted 
&  company  of  minuteroen  in  the  year  1775,  and  that  Philip  Slaughter, 
then  a  youth,  was  one  of  his  soldiers,  and  marched  with  said  oompai^, 
in  fdl  1775,  to  Williamsburg;  that,  in  the  spring  1776,  my  brother,^ 
John  Jameson,  raised  a  company  of  horse,  and  that  the  said  Philip  Slaugh- 
^t  enlisted  as  k  soldier  in  said  troop;  that,  in  July,  1776,  the  add 
I^ilip  Slaughter  was  appointed,  by  the  committee  of  safety  of  the 
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county  of  Culpeper)  &  lieutenant  in  Captain  Gkbriel  Long's  company  at 
riflemen,  which  said  company  marched,  in  the  fall  of  1776;  to  join  the 
northern  army  under  General  Washington ;  that  I  was  deputy  clerk  of 
the  said  county  of  Culpeper  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  well  re- 
'  member  that  said  Slaughter  continued  in  the  American  army  several 
years. 

GKven  udder  my  hand,  this  27th  day  of  December,  1887. 

D.  JAMESON. 
Attest:     Jeremiah  Strother. 


I,  John  Williams,  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  and  State  of  Virginia, 
aged  75  years,  do  hereby  certify  that,  in  the  fall  of  1775,1  commanded 
a  company  of  minutemen,  who  marched,  that  fall,  to  Williamsburg,  in 
company  with  several  companies  of  minutemen,  raised  in  the  counties  of 
Fauquier,  Orange,  and  Culpeper;  that  I  well  remember  that  Philip 
Slaughter  was  a  soldier  (then  a  youth)  in  Captain  John  Jameson's  com- 
pany of  minutemen,  and  marched  with  us  to  Williamsburg;  that,  in  1776, 
he,  the  said  Philip  Slaughter,  left  school  and  enlisted,  a  common  soldier, 
in  Captain  John  Jameson's  troop  of  horse ;  that,  before  Captain  Jame- 
son's company  was  completed,  the  said  Philip  Slaughter  was  appointed, 
by  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  a  second  lieuten- 
ant in  Captain  Gabriel  Long's  company  of  riflemen  ;  that  they  raised  the 
company,  and  marched,  that  fall,  to  join  the  main  army  under  General 
Washington,  to  the  North;  that,  in  September,  1777,  a  few  days  after 
the  battle  of  Brandywinc,  I  arrived  at  camp,  and  there  saw  the  said 
Philip  Slaughter,  and  other  ofiicers,  collecting  the  dispersed  soldiers, 
who  informed  me  how  much  their  regiment  had  suffered  in  the  action  of 
Brandywine ;  that  I  was  a  near  neighbor  to  the  said  PhiKp  Slaughter's 
father,  and  am  well  assured  that  the  said  Slaughter  was  absent  from 
'  home,  with  the  American  army,  for  several  years. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  26th  day  of  December,  1827. 

J.  WILLIAMS. 

Witness:     Isaac  H.  Williams. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

No.  60.— To  Philip  Slaughter,  Esq.,  Greeting: 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  j)atriotism,  valor, 
conduct,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  yoa 
to  be  t  captain  in  the  seventh  Virginia  regiment,  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  rank  as  such  from  the  Ist  day  of  November,  1778. 
You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a 
captain,  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belong- 
ing. And  we  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  officers  and  soldiers  on* 
der  your  command  to  be  obedient  to  your  orders  as  captain ;  and  yon 
are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time) 
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w  jdti  shall  receive  from  thitf  or  a  future  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
or  committee  of  Congress  for  that  purpose  appointed,  a  committee  of  the 
States,  or  commander-in  chief,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer,  according  to  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you.  This 
commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Con- 
gress,  the  committee  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  or  a  committee  of  the 
States. 

Witness,  His  Excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  Philadelphia,  the  23d  day 
of  November,  1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  independence. 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Entered  in  the  War  Office,  and  examined  by  the  Board. 

Attest:  Ben.  Stoddert, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War. 


February  22,  1828. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Joshua  Foltz,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
report: 

The  petitioner  states  that,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1779,  he  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  eightieen  months ;  that 
he  served  in  the  company  commanded  by  Captain  Wayles,  in  Colonel 
Beaufort's  regiment,  in  General  Scott's  brigade,  at  Williamsburg  and 
Petersburg,  until  the  26th  day  of  December,  1779,  when  the  petitioner 
was,  at  the  request  of  Colonel  Elliott,  A.  D.  Q.  General,  and  by  the  or- 
ders of  Colonel  Beaufort  and  General  Scott,  directed  to  take  charge  of  a 
wagon  and  team  belonging  to  Colonel  Elliott,  then  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  That  he  continued  in  the  capacity  of  wagoner  in  the 
public  service  until  the  27th  of  October,  1780,  when  he  was  discharged 
by  General  Muhlenburg,  at  the  Bowling  Green,  in  Virginia.  That,  du- 
ring the  time  he  served  as  a  soldior,  be  received  his  pay,  but  for  the  time 
he  served  as  a  wagoner  he  received  no  pay.  The  petitioner  further 
states  that,  at  the  time  he  was  discharged.  Colonel  Elliott,  or  his  assist- 
ant, gave  him  a  certificate  for  one  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  five 
shiUings  and  four  pence,  cohtinental  money ;  that,  several  years  after, 
ke  gave  the  certificate  to  a  Mr.  Williams,  who  informed  the  petitioner 
that  he  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Alexander  White,  then  a  member  of 
Congress,  to  receive  the  money ;  that  Whice  died ;  that  the  petitioner  has 
not  been  able  to  get  the  certificate,  and  has  not  received  any  part  of  the 
sum  due;  and  prays  relief. 

The  petitioner,  in  support  of  his  claim,  exhibits  the  following  paper> 
purporting  to  be  a  discharge : 
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''  PsMBBWR^,  Octehtr  S7, 1780. 
<<  The  besrer  hereof,  Joshua  Fohz,  an  eigbteea  months^  aoMier,  hty- 
ing  faitbfuHy  Btrrtd  bis  time,  is  hereby  discnarged. 

(Signed)         P.  MUHLENBUR6,  B.  G.>» 

Likewise,  the  deposition  of  two  wittiesses,  citing  the  faet  of  the  peti- 
tioner's enlistment,  far  eighteen  months,  as  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionaiy 
armj.  The  deposition  of  another  witness  states  that  the  petitioner  had, 
exclusive  of  his  discharge  from  General  Muhlenborg,  as  a  soldier,  a 
certificate  for  waees  doe  him,  as  a  wagoner,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  ColonM  Aylett's  department,  for  driving  a  team  in  the  pabKc 
serviee  about  ten  months,  commencing  about  the  26th  December,  1779, 
for  the  sum  of  £118  58.  4d,\  that  the  petitioner  sent  the  certificate  with 
the  witness  to  Richmond  for  settlement,  about  the  year  1789;  that  the 
office  for  settling  such  claims,  he  found,  had  been  discontinued,  and 
returned  the  certificate  to  the  petitioner,  from  whom  he  afterwards 
learned  that  the  4;ertiGcate  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Mr.  William  C. 
Williams,  to  use  his  exertions  to  have  the  same  settled.  The  witness 
states  that  the  petitioner  has  lived  in  his  neighborhood  since  the  war ; 
that  he  has  written  several  letters  for  him  in  relation  to  his  claim,  and 
expresses  his  belief  that  the  claim  has  never  been  paid. 

Another  deposition  states  that,  upwards  of  twenty  vears  ago,  the 
deponent  saw  in  (he  possession  of  the  petitioner  a  discbarge  for  a  tour 
of  duty  performed  during  the  revolutionary  war ;  and  that  the  same  was 
delivered  to  William  C.  tVilliams,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  for  the 
amount  due ;  and  afterwards  heard  Williams  inform  the  petitioner  that 
he  had  delivered  his  papers  to  Alexander  White,  then  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, to  procure  what  was  due.  From  the  evidence  accompanying  the 
petition,'  it  appears  that  the  petitioner,  although  a  very  illiterate  man, 
and  living  remote  from  the  place  where  accounts  of  this  description  were 
settled,  adopted  the  true  means  in  his  power  to  obtain  the  amount  due  to 
him  by  the  Government,  in  the  appointment  of  agents,  from  time  to  time. 
The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  services  were  performed,  and  that 
no  compensation  has  been  received ;  and  think  the  petitioner  is  entitled 
to  relief,  and  to  that  end  report  a  bill. 


Mabch  28,  1888. 

The  Committee  an  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  entitled  "^n  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 

lives  of  General  Moses  Hazen^  deceased^^^  have  had  the  samej  and  the 

evidence  on  which  it  is  predicated^  under  consideration^  and  beg  leave 

to  report  : 

Hiat,  on  the  23d  day  of  January,  1776,  Moses  Hazen  was  appointed 
a;  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  on  the  same  day,  Con- 
gress resolved,  "  That  the  United  Colonies  will  indenmify  Cotonel  Haxen 
for  any  loss  of  half  pay  he  may  srustain  in  consequence  of  his  entering 
into  their  service."  By  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  22d  Augiist,  1825,  ad- 
dresaed  by  Robert  Lukin,  chief  clerk  in  the  War  Office,  at  London,  to 
Thomas  Aspinwall,  American  consul  at  that  place,  duly  authenticated,  it 
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appeals  that  Moses  Hazen  was  a  lieutenant  upon  half  pay,  of  the  44th 
regiment  of  foot,  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  and  four  pence  per  diem ;  and 
that  he  was  struck  off  the  establidmient  of  half  pay,  from  the  25th  De- 
cember, 1781,  in  consequence  of  his  having  served  in  arms  against  the 
British  forces  in  North  America. 

A  paper  purporting  to  contain  extracts  of  a  letter,  dated  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, 1789,  from  Mr.  Knox,thdn  Secretary  of  War,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Hazen,  (which  paper  is  attested  by  Moses  White,  the  petitioner,  to 
be  a  copy,)  has  been  exhibited  with  the  petitioner's  documents ;  from 
which  it  appears  that  said  Hazen's  claim  to  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  his 
half  pay  as  aforesaid  was  considered  by  Mr.  Knox  to  be  valid  ;  but  it 
seems  that  General  Hazen  had  not  then  e;s:hibited  any  evidence  of  the 
loss  of  his  said  half  pay,  inasmuch  as  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  letter 
above  mentioned,  advises  him  that,  in  order  to  make  good  his  claim  to  in- 
demnity from  the  United  States,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  es- 
tablish, 1st,  that  he  was  entitled  to  half  pay  from  the  British  Government, 
and  the  rate  thereof;  and,  2d,  that  he  was  deprived  of  the  said  half  pay 
in  consequence  of  his  having  entered  the  American  service. 

There  is  also  a  paper  among  the  docxmients,  purporting  to  be  a  copy 
of  a  memorandimi  made  by  John  Pierce,  Esq.,  conmiissioner  of  army 
accounts,  (which  paper  is  also  authenticated  by  the  attestation  of  Moses 
White,  the  petitioner,)  from  which  it  Would  seem  that  General  Hazen's 
claim  for  indefnuity  for  his  loss  of  half  pay  above  mentioned,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  said  commissioner,  and  rejected,  "  because  it  was  not  ascer- 
tained what  General  Hazen's  loss  had  been  in  consequence  of  his  relin- 
quishmg  his  British  lieutenant's  half  pay." 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  evidence  of  this  part  of  the  petitioner's 
daim,  showing  the  amount,  value,  and  loss  of  die  half  pay  aforesaid, 
whereby  the  account  could  have  .been  Uquidated  and  settled,  was  ever 
exhibited  at  the  proper  department  of  this  Government,  at  any  period 
prior  to  the  fall  of  the  year  1825,  although  notice  was  given  to  General 
Hazen,  in  his  lifetime,  so  long  ago  as  the  4th  of  December,  1789,  by  the 
then  Secretary  of  War,  that  such  evidence  would  be  required. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  reason  why  the  in- 
demnity for  the  loss  of  the  half  pay  aforesaid  was  not  made  to  the  said 
Hazen  in  his  lifetime,  or  to  his  executor  and  representative  since  his  death, 
was,  not  that  the  Government  was  unable  or  unwilling  to  satisfy  and  dis- 
<:harge  the  d^nand,  but  that  the  parties  claiming  from  time  to  time  neg- 
lected and  refused  to  produce  the  evidence  necessary  to  a  just  and  equita-  • 
ble  liquidation  and  settlement  of  the  claim. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  first  section  of  the  Sen- 
ate's bill  be  so  amended,  as  to  prohibit  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
amount  of  loss  for  the  half  pay  aforesaid. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  fiirther  to  report,  that,  by  reference  to  the 
Journals  of  Congress  of  1781,  it  appears  that,  on  the  25th  of  April  of 
that  year.  Congress  ordered  that  the  Board  of  Treasury  place  to  the  credit 
of  Colonel  Moses  Hazen  the  sum  of  gl 3,386^,  specie,  being  the  prin- 
cipal  and  interest  of  the  money  due  to  him  to  the  first  day  of  May,  1781 ; 
and  that  the  same  bear  interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum,  &c. 

It. appears  that  General  Hazen's  account,  in  ref^ence  to  this  sum  of 
813,386^,  so  placed  to  his  credit  as  aforesaid,  was  settled  by  the  Auditor 
^f  the  Treasury  on  the  11th  of  January,  1799,  exhibiting  a  balance  ia 
28 
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firror  of  Qeneral  Hazen  of  88^683  88,  at  that  date  ;  that  afterwards,  to 
wit,  on  the  30th  June,  1802,  the  said  acoount  was  submitted  to  the  Comp^ 
tpoller  of  the  Treasury  for  his  supervision  and  correction,  who  rejected 
the  allowance  of  interest,  and  states  the  principles  by  which  he  was  goY- 
emed,  in  the  following  words  : 

"It  is  difficult  to  do  justice  in  this  case.  On. the  one  hand.  General 
Hazen  ought'not  to  be  charged  with  the  new  emissions  at  par  ;  on  the 
other,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  subject  the  United  States  to  such  an  accumu- 
lation of  interest.  If  depreciation  be  allowed,  General  Hazen  will  have 
no  reason  to  complain  if  interest  on  the  balance  should  be  refused.  This 
suppears  to  me  to  be  more  conformable  to  the  principles  of  equity,  and  to 
the  usage  of  the  Treasury,  than  any  other  mode  of  adjustment  that  can 
now  be  devised.  Before  the  date  of  the  act  of  June  12th,  1798,  balances 
which  originated  under  the  former  Government,  if  to  be  paid  in  specie, 
were  uniformly  ascertained  without  interest ;  if  to  be  paid  by  issuing  cer- 
tificates, interest  thereon  was  allowed.  That  act  precluded  the  issuing  of 
certificates ;  in  consequence  of  which,  all  balances  liquidated  since,  for 
any  matter  or  thing  prior  to  the  4th  March,  1789,  have  been  paid  in 
specie,  without  interest.  This  claim  being  of  that  description,  I  do  hereby 
admit  and  certify  it,  for  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars, 
without  interest,  in  pursuance  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  above  referred  to. 

"JOHN  STEELE,  Comptroller:' 

Thus,  it  appears,  that  the  sum  of  money  on  which  interest  is  now 
claimed,  was  settled,  and  accounted  for,  and  adjusted,  on  principl6S 
adopted  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  then  exists 
ing  laws,  and  the  usages  and  practice  arising  imder  those  laws,  so  long 
ago  as  the  30th  of  Jime,  1802  ;  and  theit  the  account  of  General  Hazen, 
thus  settled  and  adjusted,  was  settled  and  adjusted  on  precisely  the  same 
porinciples  on  which  the  accoimts  of  other  individuals,  similarly  circmn- 
stanoed,  were  settled  by  the  Government,  and  none  other. 

Your  committee  have  examined  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a 
petition  presented  to  Congress  by  Moses  White  and  Charlotte  Hazen,  ex- 
ecutor and  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Moses  Hazen,  de- 
c^aied,  in  the  year  1804,  in  which  no  mention  whatev^  ismadeof  thedaim 
fgtr  arrearages  of  interest:  so  that  this  claim  of  interest,  alleged  to  be  doe 
and  unpaid  at  this  time,  on  the  said  sum  of  Ill3,386/r9  would  seem  to 
have  been  an  afterthought  altogether :  for,  if  the  petitioner  has  a  daiai 
on  the  Government  for  that  interest  now,  the  petitioners  hiul  a  claim  for  a 
portion  of  the  same  interest  then  ;  and  your  committee  do  not  believe  thftt 
the  petitioBers  would  have  omitted  to  adc  for  so  important  an  item  in 
their  daun,  in  1804,  had  they  then  believed  it  to  exist 

Your  committee  would  remark^  that,  however  Congress  might  be  dis- 
posed  to  extend  its  munificence  to  General  Hazen,  as  a  mmtorious  officer 
of  the  Revolution,  were  he  now  hving,or  to  his  children,  had  he  died  leav- 
ing issue,  they  can  see  no  good  reason  why  Congress  should,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  twenty-six  years  and  upwards,  unravel  and  imsettle  an  ao* 
count,  which,  after  so  great  a  lapse  of  time,  the  conunittee  is  bound  to 
believe  was  settled  according  to  law,  and  upon  principles  which  governed 
in  all  similar  cases,  in  favor  of  an  individual  whose  claim  can  only  rest 
for  allowance  \m  principles  of  strict  justice. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  advanced^ 


21^ 

that  G^eral  Hazen,  after  he  eflter^d  the  Amexican  army,  was  promoted, 
on  the  29th  of  June,  1731,  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  by  brevet ; 
that,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  $4,600^ 
bis  commutation  in  full  for  half  pay  for  life;  and  that,  after  his  death, 
Congress,  by  act  of  the  23d  of  January,  1805,  granted  to  Charlotte  Ha- 
zen,  widow  ai^d  relict  of  Brigadier  General  Moses  Hazen,  deceased,  for 
her  support,  the  annual  sum  of  two  himdred  dollars,  during  her  life,  to 
commence  on  the  4th  February,  1803  ;  and,  by  act  of  23d  April,  1812, 
Congress  made  further  provision  for  the  said  Charlotte  Hazen,  by  grant- 
ing to  her  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  Taking  into  consid- 
eration, therefore,  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  claim,  your 
committee  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  as  their  decided  opinion,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  long  since  cancelled  every  obliga- 
tion it  may,  at  any  time,  heretofore,  have  been  imder  to  General  Moses 
Hazen,  except  the  indemnity  promised  for  loss  of  half  pay  as  hereinbefore 
mentioned  ;  that  the  representative  of  said  Hazen  has  no  just  claim  against 
the  United  States  for  arrearages  of  interest,  as  alleged  by  him  in  his  peti- 
tion ;  and  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  said  representa- 
tive ought  to  be  further  amended  bv  striking  out  the  second  section  thereof, 
which  allows  the  interest  aforesaid. 


Janvaby  16,  1830. 

77ie  Committed  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  who  were  instructed  by  a  res* 
olution  of  the  House  of  Represent  at  ives^  of  the  I5th  of  December  last  y 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  John  Moffitty  a  colonel  in 
the  militia  of  South  Carolina^  in  the  revolutionary  war^  payment 
for  a  continental  loan  office  certificate^  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
and  fifty-four  dollars,  deposited  in  the  loan  office  in  Charleston,  in 
conformity  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  passed  the  2d  of  July,  1779, 
have  duly  considered  the  same,  and  report : 

That,  by  a  letter  of  die  19th  January,  1827,  addressed  by  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  that  Department,  it  appears  that  the 
certificate  in  question  is  genuine ;  but  that,  in  consequence  of  Colonel  Mof- 
fitt's  not  havijr^  presented  his  certificate,  either  under  the  old  Government 
or  diiring,  the  period  prescribed  by  the  present  Government  for  funding 
th0  revolutionary  debt,  no  relief  can  now  be  afforded  him,  but  by  an  act 
of  Congress  in  his  favor. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  it  is  alleged  that  he  presented  his  certifioate 
to  the  commissionjBr  of  loans  for  settlement,  who  could  not  adjust  the  same 
for  want  of  funds  ;  that  he  repeatedly,  afterwards,  applied  to  the  State 
Legislature  for  relief,  but  without  success  ;  to  which  circumstances  are  as- 
cribed the  delay  in  presenting  his  claim  to  Congress. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  claim  is  just,  and  ought  not  to 
te  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations :  they,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  report 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimant. 
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Januabt  18,  1830. 

7%«  Committee  on  Revolutionary  ClaimSyto  whom  was  rrferred  thtpt- 
titiion  of  George  Concklin  and  William  Warner y  qf  the  city  of  New 
York^  (executors  of  Joseph  Falconer  ^  of  said  city  ^  lately  deceased j  J  and 
of  Rebecca  Williams  j  of  Newcastle  j  in  the  State  of  Delaware^  report: 

That  the  petition  and  papers  in  this  case  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims  of  the  last  Congress,  who,  on  the  24th  day  of 
January,  1829,  made  a  report  thereon,  stating  all  the  material  facts  in  this 
case.  That  your  committee,  having  deliberately  examined  the  said  re- 
port, and  all  the  papers  and  evidence  referred  to  them,  and  duly  consid- 
ered the  same,  concur  with  that  committee  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
them  in  that  report,  and  ask  that  the  same  may  be  taken  and  considered 
as  part  of  this  report.  Your  committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 


The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition qf  George  Concklin  and  William,  Warner^  of  the  city  of  New 
Yorky  (executors  of  Joseph  Falconer^qf  said  city  y  lately  deceased^)  and 
of  Rebecca  Williams^  of  Newcastle,  in  the  State  of  Delaware  ^  report: 

That  the  petitioners  state  that  the  said  Joseph  Falconer,  deceased,  and 
Rebecca  Williams,  are  children  of  Joseph  Falconer,  formerly  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  was  an  officer  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  ;  and  for  services  rendered  during  said  war,  he  received 
two  several  loan  office  certificates,  namely,  one  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  one  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  both  dated  (as  the  pe- 
titioners supposed)  on  the  21st  of  April,  1780,  and  issued  to  and  in  the 
name  of  James  Cox.  That,  in  the  year  1784,  the  said  Joseph  Falconer, 
of  Philadelphia,  advertised  said  certificates  as  having  been  lost ;  and  the 
45ame  remain  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  as  unpaid,  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent.;  the  principal  and  interest  amounting,  on  the  21st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1828,  to  the  sum  of  3(2,798  34  ;  which  sum  said  petitioners  ask  to 
be  paid  them. 

It  appears,  by  the  official  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  that 
two  loan  office  certificates  were  issued  by  Thomas  Smith,  loan  officer  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which,  by  the  records  of  the  Treasury,  are  out- 
standing and  unpaid,  and  which  your  committee  (notwithstanding  the 
mistakes  made  by  the  petitioners  in  regard  to  date  and  the  name  of  the 
payee)  have  no  doubt  are  the  certificates  referred  to  in  the  petition,  name- 
ly, one  numbered  35,  issued  April  21, 1778,  to  John  Cox  or  bearer,  for 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  of  the  specie  value  of  $454|^;  and  one  of  same 
date,  numbered  2997,  payable  to  said  John  Cox  or  bearer,  for  six  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  of  the  specie  value  of  $212^, 

It  also  appears,  by  a  record  made  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  that,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1820,  Joseph  Falconer,  by  a  letter 
dated  at  New  York,  entered  a  caveat  against  any  person,  other  ttian  him- 
self, deriving  any  benefit  from  said  outstanding  and  unpaid  certificates. 

Your  committee,  however,  find  no  satisfactory  testimony  to  establish  the 
iact,  that  Joseph  Falconer,  of  New  York,  and  Rebecca  Williams,  of  New- 
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castle,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  are  the  only  heirs  of  Joseph  Falconer, 
formerly  of  Philadelphia ;  or  that  George  Concklin  and  William  Warner 
are  legal  representatives  of  such  heirs,  and  entitled  to  receive  the  amount 
of  said  loan  office  certificates  ;  but  believing  that  they  remain  impaid  and 
outstanding,  and  belong  to  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  said  Joseph 
Falconer,  a  revolutionary  officer,  formerly  of  Philadelphia,  therefoi^fe  report 
a  bill  for  their  relief 


Januabt  26f  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionai^y  Claims^  to  which  was  re/erred  the  pe- 
tition qf  James  Barneit,  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary  war,  report: 

That  it  is  stated  in  this  petition,  and  the  statement  is  proved  by  the  evi- 
dence in  this  case,  that  the  petitioner  was  an  officer  in  that  war  from  1776 
to  the  close  of  it.  He  was,  a  part  of  the  time,  in  the  recruiting  service ; 
but  most  of  it,  actively  engaged  in  the  several  distinguished  campaigns, 
both  at  the  North  and  the  South.  In  the  battles  of  Trenton,  Princeton, 
Germantown,  and  Monmouth,  he  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  ;  and  af- 
terwards was  with  General  Lafayette,  in  Virginia,  in  all  the  arduous  ser- 
vices against  Comwallis.  He  held  the  commission  of  lieutenant,  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  that  office  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Immediately  after 
that  event  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  and  has  never  received  his  half  pay,' 
or  the  commutation  therefor  awarded  by  Congress ;  and  he  now  prays  that 
this  may  be  granted  to  him.  In  support  of  this  claim,  the  petitioner  pre- 
sents the  depositions  of  two  witnesses,  who  swear  to  their  knowledge  of 
the  truth  of  most  of  the  facts  stated  by  him.  His  commission  from  Con- 
gress accompanies  the  papers,  together  with  a  certificate  that  he  has  not 
received  the  commutation,  and  another  that  he  has  received  the  benefit  of 
the  law  of  May,  1828,  made  for  the  relief  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as 
served  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

Wherefore,  the  committee  conceive  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  relief  prayed  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  granted,  and  that  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Bamett  be  reported  to  the  House. 


January  26,  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  the  peti-- 
tion  and  documents  of  John  H,  JVendal,  report : 

That  petitioner  states  he  enlisted,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1776,  in  the 
continental  service,  as  a  captain  in  one  of  the  New  York  regiments,  and 
continued  in  such  service  until  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1781,  when  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  resign,  and  he  was  honorably  discharged.  That  his 
daim  for  services  has  been  adjudged  by  the  Secretary  of  War  not  to  be 
within  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May,  1828.  The  committee, 
however,  believing  that,  having  served  so  long,  and  being  compelled  ta 
l«ave  the  servke  at  so  late  a  period,  Captain  Wendal  would  have  been 
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embraced  in  the  general  provisions  of  that  act,  if  his  case  had  been  th^n 
known  to  Congress,  report  a  bill  for  his  relief.  His  services  seem  to  be 
substantially  but  not  accurately  proved,  by  Wilhehnus  Richerman  and 
Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Tliese  witnesses 
both  further  state,  that  they  always  understood,  and  believe,  that  Captain 
WendaPs  resignation  took  place  on  account  of  his  ill  health,  and  inability 
to  serve  in  consequence  of  it.  Being  assured  of  the  good  standing  and 
character  of  Captain  Wendal,  the  committee  believe  themselves  justified 
in  making  a  favorable  report. 


Janttary  29,  1830. 

T%e  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Blackwellj  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^ 
and  report : 

The  petitioner  claims  that,  by  his  services  as  a  captain  in  the  army  of 
the  Revolution,  to  the  end  of  the  war,  he  became  entitled  to  half  pay  for 
life  ;  that  he  has  never  received  it,  or  the  commutation  therefor  ;  that  he 
is  poor,  and  prays  relief. 

No  commission  or  discharge  has  been  presented  to  the  committee  iu 
proof  of  the  office  or  service  of  the  petitioner  ;  nor  was  his  name  on  the 
general  list  of  officers  returned  as  having  served  to  the  end  of  the  war  of 
die  Revolution ;  but,  by  sundry  certificates  accompanying  the  petition, 
from  the  Departments  having  charge  of  documents  relating  thereto,  it  does 
appear  that,  in  the  years  1777  and  1778,  he  was  discharging  the  duties  of 
a  captain,  in  the  Virginia  line ;  that,  in  May,  1783,  there  was  a  settlement 
with  him  for  his  services  as  a  captain  in  that  line  ;  that  he  received  one 
warrant  for  bounty  lands  for  three  years'  service,  and  afterwards  another 
for  his  seventh  and  eighth  years'  service  in  the  war.  It  also,  on  the  list 
of  officers,  called  a  miscellaneous  list,  made  out  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
subsequent  to  the  general  return  for  boimty  lands,  appears  that  the  name 
of  Thomas  Blackwell  is  found ;  and  that  the  certificates  then  adduced  to 
establish  his  claim  to  boimty  lands,  stated  explicitly  his  services  to  the  end 
of  the  war  ;  and  it  may  now  be  added,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  decided  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  the 
15th  of  May,  1828,  which,  of  course,  depended  on  proof  of  service  to  the 
end  of  the  war  :  from  all  which,  there  can  remain  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  petitioner,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  became  entitled  to  half  pay  or 
the  commutation  ;  and  that  he  had  not  received  it  as  late  as  1793,  is  in- 
ferrible from  the  fact  that  he  then  established  his  claim  to  a  warrant  for 
bounty,  by  certificates  of  his  service,  when  proof  of  his  having  received 
half  pay,  or  commutation,  or  the  production  of  the  certificate  for  it,  would 
have  been  convenient  and  sufficient  evidence.  It  also  appears  that,  after 
a  careful  examination,  no  registry  of  any  certificate  issued  to  the  peti- 
tioner, for  either  half  pay  or  commutation,  has  been  discovered. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  fects  on  whidi 
the  petitioner  rests  his  claim,  and  no  doubt  is  suggested  of  the  propriety  of 
granting  the  relief  prayed  for,  except  what  arises  from  the  fact,  that  he  is 
entitled  to,  and  receiving,  tfie  benefits  of  the  act  of  15th  of  May,  1828, 
gitring  him  full  pay  for  life.    It  will  be  recollected  that  this  act  includes, 
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and  extends  its  benefits  ^,  all  the  officers  of  the  Revolution  embraced  in  ^ 
the  resolve  of  October  21, 1760,  promising  half  pay  for  life.  It  will  also 
be  recollected,  and  is  matter  of  record,  that  nearly  all  the  officers  embraced 
in  this  resolve  have,  long  ago,  by  talang  and  funding  their  certificates,  or 
otherwise^  received  their  pay ;  some,  however,  actually  realizing  from  it 
more,  and  some  less.  It  is  also  now  well  known,  that  by  the  settled  con- 
struction of  the  act  of  1828,  all  those  who,  before  the  passage  of  it,  had 
thus  received  their  pay,  are  regularly  admitted  to  its  benefits,  without  re- 
turning or  accounting  for  whatever  they  did  receive ;  and  if  the  result  of 
these  payments  had  been  equally  beneficial  to  all,  it  is  evident  that  the 
only  proposition  which  could  do  equal  justice  to  all  would  be  to  allow 
that,  as  the  payment  of  the  claim,  imder  the  resolve  of  1780,  does  not  pre- 
clude the  benefits  of  the  act  of  1828,  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  1828  should 
not  preclude  payment  under  the  resolve.  And  the  committee  do  not  per- 
<»ive  any  sufficient  reason  in  these  cases  for  making  a  distinction,  which 
^lall  give  to  this  act  a  different  operation  upon  those  seeking  payment 
from  what,  by  its  terms  and  construction,  it  is  allowed  to  have  on  those 
who  have  already  recovered  it,  which  would  be  the  efiiect  of  rejecting  this 
claim.  Tlie  committee  are  aware  that  equal  justice  can  never  be  done  in 
these  cases  ;  but  they  believe  that,  to  fiinish  the  payments  to  those  few  (if 
any  more)  who  remain  unpaid,  will  ^e  the  nearest  approach  that  can  be 
made,  under  present  circumstances,  to  equality,  con^tency,  and  human- 
ity ;  and  therefore  report  a  bill. 


January  29, 1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims j  to  which  was  r^erred  the 
petition  of  Sarah  Boston  and  Dorothy  Storer,  report : 

That  the  petitioners,  children  and  heirs  at  law  of  Robert  H.  Harrison, 
Esq,,  deceased,  pray  that  Congress  would  grant  to  them  the  commutation 
of  half  pay  and  bounty  lands  due  to  their  father  in  virtue  of  his  services 
as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  which  he  never  received.  It  appears  by  the  resolution  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  that  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  the  father  of  the 
petitioners,  was,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1776,  being  then  one  of  the  aids-de- 
camp of  the  commander-in-chief,  made  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  said  army. 
He  held  his  commission,  and  continued  in  that  rank,  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  From  October,  1775,  when  he  entered  the  service  as  aid  de-camp, 
as  aforesaid,  he  continued  in  the  service,  actively  and  arduously  employ- 
^,  either  in  the  immediate  duties  of  his  station,  or  as  principal  secretary 
to  General  Washmgton,  imtil  1781,  when,  being  reduced  by  the  laborious 
duties  of  the  service,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  army  on  fur- 
lough. He  was  not,  after  this  time,  able  to  join  it  again,  by  reason  of 
Ws  enfeebled  health ;  but  held  himself  ready  at  all  times  to  do  so,  when- 
ever his  state  of  health  would  permit.  The  following  testimonials  are 
incorporated  into  this  report,  and  made  a  part  of  it,  because  they  do,  bet- 
ter than  any  language  which  can  be  used  by  the  committee,  express  the 
<5haracter  of  Colonel  Harrison,  the  nature  of  the  service  he  performed^ 
^nd  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  most  distinguished  offi- 
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'cers  of  the  army.  It  is  also  submitted  that  these  testimonials,  though  not 
•xmder  oath,  furnish  to  the  House  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  truth  of  those 
fiicts  which  are  contained  in  them  : 

MoRRisTowN,  January  9, 1777. 

Mt  dear  Harrison  :  I  often  intended,  but  before  I  had  it  in  my  power 
forgot,  to  ask  you  whether  your  brother-in-law,  Major  Johnson,  would 
not,  in  yoiu"  opinion,  make  a  good  aid-de-camp  to  me.  I  know  it  is  a  ques- 
tion that  will  involve  you  in  some  difficulty,  but  I  beg  you  will  not  consid- 
er the  connexion  between  you  in  answering  of  it.  I  have  heard  that 
Major  Johnson  is  a  man  of  education  ;  I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  sense  : 
fliese  are  two  very  necessary  qualifications  ;  but  how  is  his  temper  ?  As 
to  military  knowledge,  I  do  not  expect  to  find  gentlemen  much  skilled  in 
it :  if  they  can  write  a  good  letter,  write  quick,  are  methodical  and  dili- 
gent, it  is  all  I  expect  to  find  in  my  aids.  Do  not,  therefore,  if  Major 
Johnson  possesses  these  qualities,  and  a  good  disposition,  withhold  (from 
false  modesty)  your  recommendation  ;  because,  in  that  case,  you  will  do 
him  injustice  and  me  a  disservice. 

If  you  think  Mr.  Johnson  will  suit  me  as  well  as  any  other,  I  should 
prefer  him ;  and,  therefore,  beg  that  he  may  be  sent  hither  immediately, 
as  Webb  only  waits  the  arrival  of  another  aid  to  set  out  for  Connecticut. 
I  am,  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Morristown,  January  10,  1777. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir  :  Enclosed  are  unsealed  letters  for  Baylor  and  Major 
Clough ;  let  every  thing  be  put  in  motion  agreeably  to  them  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  Clough  or  Stark,  or  both,  set  off  as  speedily  as  possible 
for  Virginia. 

If  Grayson  accepts  the  offer  of  a  regiment,  he  should  set  out  immedi- 
ately to  raise  it ;  in  doing  which,  he  will,  I  expect,  derive  great  assistance 
from  Levin  Powell,  if  he  inclines  to  serve  as  lieutenant  colonel;  the  other 
officers,  under  the  reserve  of  a  negative,  I  leave  to  themselves  to  name. 
Young  Ross  I  shall  put  into  Gist's  regiment. 

Let  me  have  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Sheldon  ;  and  if  you 
could  let  me  know  exactly  how  the  matter  stands  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  I  am  blamed,  it  seems,  for  not  facilitating  that  matter  more. 
Take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  communicate  the  rc- 
leasements  that  have  come  out,  in  order  that  the  several  officers  concerned 
may  be  under  no  doubt  or  embarrassment  with  respect  to  the  part  they 
are  to  act. 

The  enclosed  came  to  me  from  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  I  send  it,  that, 
if  Grayson  thinks  proper  to  make  use  of  Captain  Kendall,  he  may.     Col- 
.  onel  Lee  gives  a  good  character  of  him.    I  shall  add  no  more  at  present, 
than  that  I  am,  most  sincerely,  yours, 

^  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Send  me  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  General 
Lee.    I  hear  they  are  about  to  try  him  as  a  deserter. 
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MoRBisTOWN,  January  30,  1777. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir  :  Mr.  Johnson  (who  is  now  become  a  member  of  my 
family)  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  18 th  last  night  I  beg  you  to  con* 
suit,  and,  in  my  name,  advise  and  direct  such  measures  as  shall  appear 
most  effectual  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  small-pox.  When  I  recall  to 
mind  the  unhappy  situation  of  our  Northern  army  last  year,  I  shudder  at 
the  consequences  of  this  disorder,  if  some  vigorous  steps  are  not  taken  to 
stop  the  spreading  of  it.  Vigorous  measures  must  be  adopted  (however 
disagreeable  and  inconvenient  to  individuals)  to  remove  the  infected  and 
infection  before  we  feel  too  sensibly  the  effect. 

I  wish  to  Heaven  the  expected  reinforcements  were  joined.  (Under  the 
rose  I  say  it,)  my  situation,  with  respect  to  numbers,  is  more  distressing 
than  it  has  ever  been  yet  ;  and  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  are  assembling 
their  force  from  all  quarters,  no  doubt  with  a  view  either  to  route  this 
army,  or  to  remove  towards  ^Philadelphia,  as  I  cannot  suppose  them  so 
much  uninformed  of  our  strength  as  to  believe  they  are  acting  upon  a  de- 
fensive plan  at  this  hour. 

I  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  you  are  gettmg  better  of  your  com- 
plaints. I  would  not  widi  you  to  come  out  too  soon  ;  that  may  only  oc- 
casion a  relapse,  which  may  add  length  of  time  to  your  confinement. 

Be  so  good  as  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Captain  Hamilton. 
Most  affectionately,  I  am  yours, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Doctor  Cochran  will  set  out  to-morrow  for  Newtown,  and  will 
assist  you  in  the  matters  before  mentioned,  relative  to  the  small-pox  people. 

Mount  Vernon,  November  18,  1781. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  few  days  previous  to  my  leaving  the  camp  before  York, 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of ultimo.     Thinking  I  should  see  you 

on  my  return,  I  postponed  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  till  now  I  de- 
spair of  that  pleasure,  beuig  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  for  Philadelphia, 
without  making  any  stay  on  the  road,  except  one  day  at  Annapolis,  if  the 
Governor  should  be  there. 

I  desired  Doctor  Draper,  who  came  to  this  place  with  me  on  Tuesday- 
last,  and  proposed  being  at  Port  Tobacco  next  day,  to  let  you  know  I 
should  stay  a  few  days  at  home,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  you  ;  he  possi- 
bly did  not  go  there,  or  you  might  be  attending  the  courts. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  the  capituation  of  Com- 
wallis.  It  is  an  interesting  event,  and  may  be  productive  of  much  good, 
if  properly  improved  ;  but  if  it  should  be  the  means  of  relaxation,  and 
sink  us  into  supineness  and  security,  it  had  better  not  have  happened. 
Great  Britain,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  encouraged  by  the  impolicy 
of  s  our  conduct  to  continue  the  war  ;  and  should  there  be  an  interference 
of  European  politics  in  her  favor,  peace  may  be  further  removed  from  us 
than  we  expect ;  while  one  thing  we  are  sure  of,  and  that  is,  that  the  only- 
certain  way  to  obtain  peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Policy,  interest, 
economy,  all  unite  to  stimulate  the  States  to  fill  the  continental  battalions, 
wid  provide  the  means  of  supporting  them.  I  hope  the  present  favorable 
naoment  for  doing  it  will  not  be  neglected. 
29 
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Mr.  Custis's  death  has  given  much  distress  in  this  fSeunily.  I  congratu- 
late you  on  your  late  change,  and  am,  dear  sir,  your  moot  obedient  and 
affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

RoBEET  Hanson  Habrison,  Esq. 

Certificate  of  Services. — No.  300. 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

I  certify  that  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esquire,  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  continental  army,  entered  the  service  in  the  month  of  October,  1775, 
as  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  and  in  May  following  became  my  secretary, 
the  duties  of  which  offices  he  discharged  with  conspicuous  abilities  ;  that 
his  whole  conduct,  during  all  the  interesting  periods  of  war,  has  been 
marked  by  the  strictest  integrity,  and  the  most  attentive  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, while  by  personal  bravery  he  has  been  distinguished  on  several 
occasions. 

Given  at  headquarters,  this  25th  day  of  March,  1781. 

New  York,  September  28,  1789. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  is  the  strongest  cement  of  good  government,  did  it  not 
follow,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  first  organization  of  the  FedersJ  judiciary 
is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  our  country,  and  to  die  stability  of  our  po- 
litical system. 

Under  this  impression,  it  has  been  the  invariable  object  of  my  anxious 
solicitude,  to  select  the  fittest  characters  to  expound  the  laws  and  dispense 
justice.  To  tell  you  that  this  sentiment  has  ruled  me  in  your  nomination 
to  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States,  would  be  but  to 
repeat  opinions  with  which  you  are  already  well  acquainted ;  opinions 
which  meet  a  just  coincidence  in  the  public  mind. 

Your  friends  and  your  fellow-citizens,  anxious  for  the  respect  of  the 
court  to  which  you  are  appointed,  will  be  happy  to  learn  your  acceptance, 
and  no  one  among  them  will  be  more  so  than  myself. 

As  soon  as  the  acts,  which  are  necessary  accompaniments  of  the  ap- 

? ointments,  can  be  got  ready,  you  will  receive  official  notice  of  the  latter, 
'his  letter  is  only  to  be  considered  as  an  early  commimication  of  my  senti- 
ments on  this  occasion,  and  as  a  testimony  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  am  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  hmnble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
The  Hon.  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

New  York,  November  25,  1789. 
My  DEAR  Sir  :  Since  my  return  from  my  tour  through  the  Eastern 
States,  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  to- 
gether with  the  commission  which  had  been  sent  to  you  as  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
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r  find  that  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  decline  the  appoint- 
ment rests  on  an  idea  that  the  judicial  act  will  remain  unaltered.  Bat  in 
respect  to  that  circumstance,  I  may  suggest  to  you,  that  such  a  change  in 
Ae  system  is  contemplated,  and  deemed  expedient,  by  many  in  as  well  as 
out  of  Congress,  as  would  permit  you  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  your 
private  affairs  as  your  present  station  does. 

As  the  first  court  will  not  sit  until  the  first  Monday  in  February,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  return  your  commission,  not  for  the  sake  of  urging  you 
to  accept  it,  contrary  to  your  interest  or  convenience,  but  with  a  view  of 
giving  you  a  further  opportunity  of  informing  yourself  of  the  nature  and 
probabflity  of  the  change  alluded  to.  This  you  would  be  able  to  do,  with 
the  less  risk  of  mistake,  if  you  should  find  it  convenient  to  pass  some  time 
here,  when  a  considerable  number  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
shall  have  assemTbled  ;  and  this  might  be  done  before  it  would  become 
indispensable  to  fill  the  place  offered  to  you.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  your 
determination  is  absolutely  fixed,  you  can,  without  much  trouble,  send 
back  the  commission  under  cover. 

Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  candid  part  which  I  wish  to  act  on  all  occa- 
sions, you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute  my  conduct 
in  this  particular  instance  to  the  proper  motives,  when  I  assure  you  that 
I  would  not  have  written  this  letter  if  I  had  imagined  it  would  produce 
any  new  embarrassments.  On  the  contrary,  you  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  whatever  determination  may  be  consonant 
to  your  best  judgment,  and  most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  regard,  your  most 
obedient  and  afifectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  As  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  the  determination  of 
the  other  associate  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  all  of  them  have  accepted  their  appointments. 

Bladxnsburg,  January  21, 1790. 

My  deak  Sir  :  I  left  home  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  view  of  making 
a  journey  to  New  York,  and,  after  being  several  days  detained  at  Alex- 
andria by  indisposition,  came  thus  far  on  the  way.  I  now,  unhappily, 
fiod  myself  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  be  able  to  proceed  farther.  From 
this  unfortunate  event,  and  the  apprehension  that  my  indisposition  may 
continue,  I  pray  you  to  consider  that  I  cannot  accept  the  appointment  of 
wsociate  judge,  with  which  I  have  been  honored.  What  I  do,  my  dear 
^>  is  tfie  result  of  the  most  painful  and  distressing  necessity. 

I  entreat  that  you  will  receive  the  warmest  returns  of  my  gratitude  for 
the  (Kstinguirfied  proofs  I  have  had  of  your  flattering  and  invaluable  es- 
^ni  and  confidence,  and  that  you  will  believe  that  I  am,  and  shall  always 
^Wain,  widi  the  most  affectionate  attachment,  my  dear  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON. 

(Endorsed  "Private.") 
The  FmxsiBENT  qf  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Harrison  lived  to  return  home,  and  died  in  March  following. 
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My  happy  intimacy  at  headquarters,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
a  mutual  friendship  with  Colonel  R.  H.  Harrison,  have  enabled  me  t6 
witness  Ids  high  virtues,  distinguished  abilities,  important  services,  as  weB 
as  the  very  great  share  he  had  in  the  confidence,  affection,  and  gratitude 
of  General  Washington. 

While  1  had  lived  in,  and  during  my  ensuing  intercourse  with,  the  mili- 
tary family  of  which  I  am  proud  to  have  ever  been  considered  as  a  mem- 
ber, I  have  seen  Colonel  Harrison  intrusted  with  every  secret,  consulted 
in  every  emergency,  employed  on  opportunities  where  patriotism  and  tal- 
ents were  most  required  ;  and  although,  at  the  time  of  the  colonel's  re^ 
treat,  I  was  employed  on  a  separate  command  in  Virginia,  I  may  atte^ 
that  his  brother  soldiers  regarded  him  as  an  officer  on  furlough,  ready  i6 
reassume  his  post  in  case  his  health  would  allow  it.  So  far,  at  leastj 
goes  my  general  recollection,  and  the  remembrance  of  General  Washing^ 
ton's  own  expressions,  that,  if  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Congress,  t 
should  not  hesitate  to  give  a  favorable  vote  on  that  subject 

And,  in  case  there  is  an  application  made  before  the  State  Legislature^ 
in  behalf  of  Colonel  Harrison's  children,  I  wish  it  may  not  appear  toq 
presuming  from  a  survivor  of  the  headquarters  of  those  early  times,  to  say 
that  a  mark  of  satisfaction  to  the  memory  of  their  excellent  father,  gratify^ 
ing,  as  it  cannot  fail  to  be,  to  the  ^  actual  veterans  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  would  not  have  been  less  gratefully  applauded  by  those  who  ara 
departed,  namely,  by  our  venerated  commander-in-chief.  I 

LAFAYETTE. 
i 

The  services  rendered  by  the  late  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  in  ou^ 
revolutionary  war,  were  of  that  distinguished  character,  as  to  be  known  t^ 
the  whole  army,  to  the  Congress  who  conducted  the  aflhirs  of  the  RevoluJ 
tion,  and,  in  general,  to  the  American  people.  In  the  commencement  o^ 
the  war,  being  a  neighbor  of  General  Washington's,  and  well  known  to 
him,  he  was  invited  by  the  general  to  join  him  as  aid-de-camp  and  prin^ 
cipal  secretary,  and  he  served  in  that  station  with  as  pure  and  unsullied 
a  famo  as  any  person  ever  enjoyed.  In  all  the  actions  in  which  General 
Washington  commanded.  Colonel  Harrison  was  present,  near  the  person 
of  the  general,  and  exposed  with  him  to  equal  danger.  He  assisted,  as  I 
have  always  understood,  in  the  councils  of  war,  where  his  opinions  were 
highly  respected.  He  wjis  the  faithful  depositary  of  the  secret  counsels  of 
the  General,  of  the  confidential  conmiunications  to  him  from  Congress,  of 
the  military  movements  that  were  intended  to  be  made,  and  of  all  those 
secret  counsels,  on  the  preservation  of  which  the  success  of  the  army,  and 
of  the  Revolution  itself,  depended  ;  and  he  was  a  most  virtuous,  able,  and 
active  agent,  in  promoting  every  measure  that  was  decided  on. 

In  the  most  gloomy  periods  of  the  Revolution,  he  was  firm,  persevering, 
and  undaunted.  I  particularly  remember  that,  in  the  ever-memorable  re- 
treat through  Jersey,  his  example,  in  aid  of  that  of  the  illustrious  com- 
mander-in-chief, cheered  the  drooping  spirits  of  others,  and  animated  them 
to  action.  No  person  was  more  brave  than  Colonel  Harrison,  none  more 
faithful ;  and,  I  say  with  confidence,  that  few,  very  few,  rendered  more 
important  services  to  their  country.  Had  he  sought  promotion  in  the 
army,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  might  easily  have  obtained  it ;  hut 
he  had  no  such  ambition.    To  be  eminently  useful  in  the  station  which 
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lie  held,  was  the  sole  object  of  his  heart.  It  is  impossible  to  look  back  to 
this  eventftd  period,  and  especially  to  the  great  achievements  of  the  army, 
Id  which  he  sustained  so  distinguished  and  useful  a  part,  by  the  various, 
important,  and  complicated  duties  he  had  to  perform,  without  being  deeply 
impressed  w|th  a  sense  of  his  rare  merit,  and  acknowledging,  with  grati- 
tude, his  very  important  services.  He  did  not  leave  the  army  untu  the 
liberties  of  his  country  were  secured  ;  nor  then,  till  his  constitution  had 
received  a  severe  shock.  No  sooner,  however,  was  an  opportunity  af- 
forded to  the  late  commander-in-chief,  than  he  seized  it,  to  bestow  on  him 
I  uew  and  strong  proof  of  his  confidence  and  attachment,  as  well  as  of  his 
Ugh  respect  for  his  merit.  On  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  of 
Ihe  United  States,  when  General  Washington  was  called  to  the  head  of 
be  Government,  he  appointed  Colonel  Harrison  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  His  constitution,  however,  was  too  far  ex- 
liausted  to  permit  him  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  that  office.  He  set  out  to 
ondertake  them,  but  did  liot  survive  the  effort. 

I  certify  these  facts,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  them  in  their  most 
bportant  circumstances,  having  served  myself,  in  our  revolutionary  war, 
Ihree  campaigns — those  of  1776, 1777,  and  1778 ;  in  the  first  as  a  Ueuten- 
int  in  the  third  Virginia  regiment,  and  in  the  two  last  as  aid-de-camp  to 
Major  General  Lord  Stirling  ;  and  they  were  afterwards  known  to  me,  in 
common  with  other  citizens  who  enjoyed  public  trusts,  by  which  they  be- 
came acquainted  with  public  affairs.  The  documents,  however,  of  the 
late  army,  and  of  the  Congress,  will  sufficiently  prove  the  facts.  Of  the 
recompense  which  Colonel  Harrison  received  for  his  important  services,  I 
can  say  little  ;  I  liave  no  doubt,  however,  that  he  received  nothing  more 
than  his  pay  by  the  month,  depreciated  as  it  was  when  received.  He 
vas  among  the  most  diffident  and  modest  of  men,  and  the  last  to  set  up  a 
pretension,  or  to  make  any  claim  for  his  services. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington,  this . 

JAS.  MONROE. 

The  two  following  certificates  are,  in  like  manner,  made  a  part  of  this 
report,  to  show  that  Colonel  Harrison  never  resigned  his  office  in  the  army, 
nor  received  the  commutatipn  due  to  him  in  virtue  of  his  services,  and  by 
the  laws  in  such  cases  provided  by  the  continental  Congress  : 

Theasuht  Depabtment, 
Register's  Office,  December  24,  \S22. 
I  certify  that,  having  carefully  examined  the  records  of  the  Treasury, 
in  relation  to  tlie  commutation  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu** 
tionary  army,  it  is  ascertained  that  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  sec- 
r^ary  and  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency  General  Washington,  did  not  re- 
ceive commutation  for  five  years'  full  pay. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


2do 

Wab  Dbpartmsnt^ 

January  15,  18S3. 
I  certify  that  the  records  of  this  office  do  not  furnish  any  information 
relative  to  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  who  was  aid- 
de-camp  and  secretary  to  General  Washington  during  the  revolutionary 
war. 

C.  VANDEVENTER, 
Chi^  Clerk  War  Department. 

Whereupon  the  committee  resolve  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer  be  granted,  and  that  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose be  herewith  reported  to  the  House. 


February  9, 1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  which  was  r^erred  the 
petition  of  Aaron  Snow,  report : 

That  said  Snow  has  furnished  your  committee  with  satirfactory  evideace 
from  thie  Treasury  Department,  that  three  sevend  certificates  were  isnied 
in  his  favor  by  John  Pierce,  late  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  for  tomMt 
tary  services  rendered  by  said  Snow  during  the  revolutionary  war,  namely : 
one  numbered  27094,  dated  January  1, 1784,  for  $4m;  and  one  man-. 
bered  27373,  dated  January  20, 1784,  for  $80 ;  and  one  nimibered  31305, 
dated  March  1, 1784,  fDr  {^86}^  ;  and  that  said  certificates  remain  out^ 
standing  and  unpaid  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury.  It  being  Uius  made 
to  appear  that  said  Snow  has  never  received  the  amount  due  him  VEptm 
these  certificates,  the  committee  herewith  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


Fbbruart  26,  1830.. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Philip  Slaughter,  report : 

A  former  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instructed,  by  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  the  17th  December,  1827,  ^*to  inquire  into  Ae 
propriety  of  remunerating  Captain  Philip  Slaughter  for  his  services  in  th#- 
continental  army,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution;'^  who  repofted^ 
among  od:ier  matters,  that  "  Captain  Slaughter  did,  virtually,  continue  in' 
the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war  j 
that  he  was  a  meritorious  officer,  and,  from  the  character  given  him  by 
highly  respectable  witnesses,  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Government  aU 
the  emolimients  to  which  officers  of  his  grade  were,  under  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  entitled ;"  and  the  committee  therewith  reported  a  bill  in  his 
favor,  allowing  him  five  years'  full  pay,  without  interest,  which  was  the 
commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life.    Had  this  bill,  as  reported  by  said 
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committee,  been  passed,  it  would  have  entitled  Captain  Slaughter  to  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  May,  1828,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution ;"  but,  on  its  passage  through  the  House,  the  said  bill  was 
amended,  by  inserting  the  following  proviso :  "  Provided,  That  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  said  Slaughter  of  the  grant  herein  made  shall  be  in  Ueu 
of  any  claim  he  may  have,  under  the  provisions  of  a  bill  passed  at  this 
session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.'  The  said  Slaughter  did,  after  the 
passage  of  said  act,  accept  the  grant  therein  made  to  him  ;  and  now  he 
comes  and  prays  that  the  subject  may  be  reconsidered  by  Congress,  and 
alleges  that  he  accepted  the  said  grant,  "  to  release  securities  from  dis- 
tressing embarrassments,  in  the  full  persuasion  that  the  rigor  and  hardship 
of  the  exclusion  of  which  he  complains  would  be  released,  in  a  spirit  of 
justice,  by  the  representatives  of  the  people/' 

Your  committee,  on  full  examination  of  the  subject,  do  most  entirely 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  former  committee,  above  referred  to,  and  ask 
that  the  same  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  report ;  and,  with  great 
deference  to  the  decision  of  a  former  Congress,  they  cannot  persuade 
themselves  out  of  the  belief  that  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  15th  May,  1828  ;  and 
they  very  respectfully  submit  whether  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be 
restored  to  an  equality  with  other  meritorious  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution.  Believing  that  he  ought,  the  committee  report  a  bill,  repeal- 
ling the  proviso  above  cited. 


Maach  22 j  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Ichahod  Wardy  report : 

That  the  petitioner  presents  and  asks  pay  for  a  certain  certificate  or 
indent  of  interest,  which  is  in  the  words  following : 

«  Number  4174. 

'<  According  to  the  resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1784, 1  do  certify  that  there 
is  due  to  James  Sheldon,  or  bearer,  twenty  dollars  and  forty-five-nine- 
tietbs,  for  interest  Given  at  the  loan  office  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
this  ;^oth  day  of  December,  1785.*^    And  signed, 

"WM.  IMLAY,  C.  Z.  OJ' 

Which  certificate  is  proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the 
TVeasury  to  be  genuine,  and  outstanding  against  the  United  States. 

Smce  the  term  limited  for  presenting  these  certificates  expired.  Con- 
gress has,  in  some  cases,  authorized  their  payment  with  six  per  cent, 
interest ;  but  as  the  provisions  for  funding  them  confined  their  interest  to 
three  per  cent.,  the  committee  report  a  bill  in  this  case  allowing  three  per 
cent  only. 
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FSBRUART  26 J  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claimsy  to  which  the  petition  of  Ann 
D.  Baylor  was  referredj  report  : 

That  she  sets  forth  therein  that  she  is  the  widow  of  John  Walker  Bay- 
lor, deceased,  the  only  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Col.  George  Baylor,  late  of 
the  United  States  army  in  the  revolutionary  war,  deceased ;  that  the  said 
CoL  Baylor,  in  his  lifetime,  held,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of,  certain  certifi- 
cates, issued  from  the  loan  office  of  the  United  States  in  Virginia  to  him, 
the  said  George  Baylor,  or  bearer,  which  have  never  been  paid;  and  that 
said  certificates  are  now,  of  right,  the  property  of  the  children  of  her,  the 
said  Ann,  and  John  Walker  Baylor,  aforesaid,  deceased. 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 2, 1830,  that  certificates  were  issued  from  the  loan  office  aforesaid  to 
said  Col.  Baylor,  of  the  following  tenor  and  dates,  to  wit :  March  31, 1778, 
No.  3358  to  3363,  inclusive,  for  1(300  each,  and  equal  in  specie  to  $149ii 
each;  and  from  No.  3366  to  3379,  inclusive,  for  $300  each, equal  in  specie 
to  jSV49if  each;  and  from  No.  525  to  No.  528,  inclusive,  for  ^500  each, 
and  equal  in  specie  to  {8249 Ji  each;  and  amounting,  in  the  whole, in 
specie,  to  iS3,994?f  ;  and  that  these  certificates  remain  outstanding  and 
unpaid  by  the  United  States.  It  is,  moreover,  stated  by  tlie  petitioner, 
»  and  the  fact  is  well  known  and  admitted,  that  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  worn 
out  by  hard  and  perilous  service  during  the  whole  war,  did,  at  the  close 
of  it,  leave  the  country  on  a  sea  voyage,  and  in  the  year  1783  died,  in  the 
island  of  Barbadoes,  leaving  the  said  Jolm,  afterwards  the  husband  of  the 
petitioner,  then  an  infant  of  very  tender  age.  It  appears  by  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  that  he  bequeathed  these  certificates 
thereby,  and  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  expended  in  educating  his 
said  son,  and  such  other  child  (his  wife  being  pregnant)  as  might  be  bom 
to  him  afterwards.  Though  his  last  will  and  testament  was  received  by 
his  executors  from  Barbadoes,  yet  these  certificates,  beUeved  to  have  been 
there  with  him,  have  never  been  found. 

.  No  other  reason  than  what  may  be  suggested  by  these  facts  is  offered 
to  the  committee  to  account  for  the  delay  in  calling  for  the  amount  of  this 
claim  before  this  time.  Be  that  as  it  may,  no  reason  can  be  given  why 
the  United  States  should  not  now  pay  the  same. 

The  question  of  interest  offers  some  difficulty.  It  may  be  said,  that  if 
the  principal  were  due  March  31,  1778,  then  the  interest  is  now  due  from 
that  time  to  the  present;  and  that  the  United  States  having,  during  all 
4hat  time',  paid  interest  quarterly  on  loans  to  a  great  amount,  cannot  now, 
with  any  justice,  refuse  to  pay  this  sum,  with  simple  interest,  firom  that  to 
the  present  time.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  funding  system,  except  a  few  years  during  the  last  war,  Ac 
United  States,  although  owing  large  amounts  on  loans,  yet  at  all  times 
had  in  the  Tnjasury  money,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  amount  suffi- 
cient to  pay  this  demand,  or  so  much  thereof  as  would  have  been  due 
thereon,  according  to  the  terms  of  that  system,  had  these  certificates  been 
subscribed  to  the  loan  proposed  thereby,  for  making  provision  for  the 
domestic  debt  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  therefore,  considered  by  the 
committee,  that  the  same  justice  will  be  extended  to  this  claimant  as  has 
l)een  to  others,  the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  if  die  be  permitted  to 


sobioribe  to  said  loan  as  under  date  of  Deoeaaber  SI,  1790,  when  tbe  fin* 
subscription  was  made.    Whereupon  it  is 

Ruohedj  That  (he  accounting  officers  of  tbe  Treasury  ought  to  account 
with  the  petitioner  on  the  principles  aforesaid,  crediting  her  with  interest 
and  dividends  of  the  principal  of  said  certificates^  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  same  had  be^a  subscribed  and  paid  into  the  loan  as  aforesaid^  but 
aUowing  no  interest  on  any  dividends  after  the  same  were  payable ;  and 
that  a  t^  for  her  relief  accordin^y  be  reported  lo  the  House. 


Febbvarf  26,  1630. 

TTte  Committee  on  Bevohitionary  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  the 
claim  of  Benjamin  Wells  ^  report: 

l8t  That  the  claimant  states  in  his  petition  that  he  served  in  the  o^) 
Oif  deputy  commissary  of  issues  at  Montser  mill,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  under  John 
Irvin,  deputy  commissary  general,  from  the  4th  day  of  March  until  the 
31st  day  of  December  in  the  year  1778,  and  furnished  a  laborer  in  that 
service  for  Uie  United  States  during  that  time  ;  and  that  he  received 
therefor  from  said  Irvin  £IM  ^  on  the  9th  of  January,  1799,  in  conti- 
nental paper  money ;  and  that,  otherwise,  he  has  not  been  compensated 
therefor.  In  proof  of  these  Allegations,  the  claimant  produces  a  letter  of 
J(M  BurraJi,  stating  that  the  amount  of  jS164  5&,  continental  money> 
was,  by  the  said  John  Irvin,  deputy  commissary  general,  charged  as  paid 
to  the  said  Wells,  for  the  services  done  and  furnished  as  aforesaid,  in  the' 
continental  money  account  of  the  said  Irvin  against  the  United  State%- 
and  by  them  allowed  to  him. 

^  The  claimant  further  states  in  his  petition  aforesaid,  that  he  was 
afterwards  employ;pd  by  the  said  Irvin  to  sell  the  damaged  provisions 
then  in  said  magazine,  and  that  he  performed  that  service  for  the  Unit^ 
States ;  but  that  therefor,  and  for  the  expenses  by  him  incurred  therein, 
by  advertising  and  in  going  to  Pittsfield,  and  settling  with  said  Irvin,  and 
paying  the  money  over  unto  him,  he  has  never  received  any  compensa- 
tioD.  It  appears  by  the  letter  aforesaid  of  J.  Burrall,  that  the  said  Ii*vin 
did  not  diarge  the  United  States  for  any  amount  paid  to  the  claimant  for 
these  last  49ervices  and  expenses ;  for  no  allowance  does  appear  to  have 
l^een  made  to  him  on  that  account.  The  time  of  doing  these  services^ 
thoi:^h  not  precisely  stated,  iqppeaxs  to  have  been  aftet  tne  first  services 
were  performed,  smd  the  ^164  Ss.  received  by  the  claimant  He  pfiei% 
in  proof^  a.  receipt  for  the  sum  of  iS3  As.  ^d.^  signed  by  J.  Johnston,  for 
David  Dimcan,  dated  February  10, 1799,  and  purporting  to  have  been 
given  by  him  for  his  board,  while  settling  his  accounts  as  deputy  com? 
^aisaary  of  issues  with  die  commissioners.  No  other  evidence  of  this  part 
of  his  allegation  is  offered  by  the  claimant    ^ 

3d.  The  claimant  states  ttiat,  afterwards,  David  Duncan,  deputy  quarter- 
laaster  at  the  said  magazine,  employed  him  as  issuing  foragemaster,  for 
the  term  of  seven  moiUhs,  to  wit:  from  the  20th  November,  1779,  to  the 
S9th  of  June,  1780.  Thes^  services  are  sati^GMStorily  proved  by  a  certifi- 
cate of  Uie  settlement  of  his  account  therefor  at  the  T^easurjr  D^artmen^ 
•tt  doe  form,  and  signed  by  Joseph  Nourse,  Register.  Herem  the  claimant 
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rileges  tfiat  he  suffered  hijurjr  and  k>s8  by  the  manner  of  settling  ha 
account.  It  appears  that  he  was  allowed  $80  per  month  wages,  and  810 
|>0r  month  for  subsistence,  during  the  seven  months,  and,  in  the  whole, 
amounting  to  8630.  It  further  appears,  also,  that  this  sum  was  reduced 
by  applying  to  it  a  supposed  scale  of  depreciation,  .at  the  rate  of  084  of 
iKe  account  for  one  dollar  made  in  payment  of  it ;  and  that  he  was  al- 
tewed  and  paid  but  $26  25  for  the  whole. 

4th.  The  daimant  further  alleges  that  he  fbmirfied  William  Harrison, 
issuing  foragemaster,  with  com ;  and  to  others,  beef,  flour,  and  bacon,  for 
the  use  of  ttie  United  States^  for  which  he  received  certificates,  whidi  he 
was  compelled  to  sell  at  a  discoimt  Further,  he  alleges  that  certain  other 
certificates,  by  him  delivered  to  Barnard  Webb,  as  he  bdieved  a  dsA 
ia  Che  Auditor's  OfBce,  were  lost^  and  he  has  received  no  benefit  fnm 
them. 

On  these  allegations,  the  committee  further  report,  that,  though  the  facts 
contained  in  the  fourth  are,  by  papers  presented  to  them  by  the  daimant, 
rendered  probable,  and  may  be  true,  yet,  for  the  last  certificates,  the 
United  States  cannot  be  held  accountable  without  more  full  and  distinct 
proof  of  their  contents,  and  the  reasons  why  the  said  Webb  has  not  re- 
stored them.  For  the  certificates  sold  at  a  discount  by  the  claimant,  the 
United  States  are  not  now  accountable,  in  any  part  of*^  them,  to  him ;  be- 
cause they  have  already  accounted,  or  are  liaue  to  account,  for  the  whole, 
to  whomsoever  he  may  have  transiferred  diem. 

Concerning  the  claims  for  services  and  expenditures  in  the  second  al- 
legation mentioned,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  specified  with  regard 
to  Uie  amoimt  or  vahie ;  nor  are  they  so  supp<Mrted  by  evidence  as  tfiat  the 
committee  can  reconmiend  the  allowance  of  them. 
^  The  daim  contained  in  the  fourth  allegation  is  supported  by  satisfac- 
tory proof;  and  the  amount  of  services  rendered  by  the  claimant,  as 
deputy  foragemaster  imder  the  orders  of  Duncan,  together  with  the  gross 
flfrror  made  at  the  Treasury  Department  in  settling  therefor,  is  fully  proved 
The  petitioner  has  doubtless  made  an  error  in  statuig  the  time  when  those 
services  terminated.  By  the  account  produced  from  Ae  Treasury,  which 
he  acknowledges  to  be  correct,  they  ended  on  the  20th  of  June,  1780.  A 
touch  greater  mistake  was  made  by  that  Department,  in  ascertaming  the 
money  value,  in  Spanish  dollars,  of  those  services.  It  nmst  have  been 
Icnown  to  all  the  officers  of  that  Department  that  Congress  had,  on  the 
tSA  of  June,  1780,  resolved  that  continental  money  was,  on  the  10th  rf 
March  of  that  year,  at  40  for  1  in  silver.  It  was,  from  that  date,  ont  of 
drculation ;  and  when  these  services  terminated,  on  the  20th  of  Jane, 
there  was  no  such  currency  as  continental  paper  money.  The  accoundng 
officers  should  have  settled  with  the  claimant  at  the  value  set  by  Congress 
on  such  services  when  the  currency  was  gold  and  silver,  or  continental 
tnoney  before  it  had  depreciated. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1770,  Congress  resolved  that  the  wages  of  issuing 
commissaries  should  be  ^40  per  month,  and  4  rations.  On  ttie  18th  rf 
September,  of  the  same  year,  they  resolved  that  the  money  value  of  a 
ration  should  be  ^  of  a  dollar,  or  8  pence  Pennsylvania  currency,  equrf 
to  8.8  cents.  The  rations  for  each  month  of  30  days  equalled  i01O  S6i 
the  monthly  pay  of  the  claimant  should  therefore  have  been  $60  56,  and 
the  amount  lor  the  seven  months,  ^353  92.  He  received  $26  25  whes 
his  account  was  settled;  and  whenever  dial  wtu,  (and  by  the  Begto- 


ter^  certificate  it  appears  to  hare  been  before  March  96th,  ISOO,)  the 
balance  due  to  him  then  was  $326  67. 
Should  it  be  said,  in  justification  of  the  Treasury  Department,  that  Coiit 

C,  by  a  resolution  of  May  11, 1779,  established  the  pay  of  deputy 
^emaster  at  $80  per  month,  and  $10  for  subsistence,  it  is  a  full  answer 
to  say  that  Ck>Dgress  also  resolved,  on  the  29th  of  February,  1780,  ^<  That 
all  grants  to  the  army,  in  addition  to  pay  or  rations  made  since  January. 
1777,  were  made  (except  for  extra  services)  in  consideration  of  enhanced 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and 
ought  to  be  so  considered  in  making  up  original  contracts.^'  These  reso* 
lotions,  therefore,  do  no  more  than  show  that  the  wages  aiul  rations  of  the 
army  were  not  in  reaUty  altered  by  them  ;  and  that  all  payments  made 
tmder  the  nominal  increase  of  either  were  to  be  charged  and  accounted 
tot  according  to  the  value,  in  Spanish  dollars,  of  the  continental  money  in 
which  tfiey  were  made,  and  at  the  time  of  making  them.  The  claimant^ 
senrices  were  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  value  of  continental  money  at  any 
time  while  he  was  rendering  them,  but  by  the  value  of  money  when  the 
price  of  such  services  was  established  by  Congress.  The  scale  of  deprecia- 
tion was  established  to  ascertain  the  hard  money  value  of  payments  in  conti- 
nental money  made  by  the  United  States,  and  was  therefore  to  be  applied 
to  such  pa]^entsmade  to  the  army,  anil  not  to  the  services  rendered  by 
the  army.  No  payment  had  been  made  to  the  claimant,  and  so  no  use 
could  be  made  of  the  scale  of  depreciation  relative  to  his  claim. 

Had  the  claimant  used  due  diligence  in  calling  on  the  United  States  to 
lecdfy  this  error,  he  might  have  realized  the  whole  amount  of  interest  om 
the  balance  which  thereby  would  have  been  found  due  to  him  ;  but  as  he 
has  delayed  it  so  long,  the  committee  do  not  feel  warranted  in  allowing  to 
him,  at  this  time,  the  whole  amount  thereof.  ^ 

The  allegations  stating  the  first  claim  of  the  petitioner  are  for  nine 
months  and  twenty-seven  days'  services  at  the  Eiagazine  aforesaid,  as  dep- 
uty commissary  of  issues,  under  John  Irvin,  deputy  commissary  general 
of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  are  so  supported  that  the  committee  cannot  fairly 
question  that  they  were  rendered  in  manner  as  stated.  It  appears  by  tbe 
letter  of  John  Burrall,  shown  as  evidence  by  the  claimant,  that  John  Irvio, 
deputy  commissary  general  as  aforesaid,  charged  in  his  account  to  the 
United  States,  ^164  5«.,paid  to  the  claimant  in  continental  money,  onthre 
9th  of  Janaary,  1799,  <m  account  of  diose  services  rendered  and  furnish^ 
by  him.  It  does  not  appear,  and  the  oommittee  have  no  reason  to  suspect, 
that  the  claimant  ever  received,  otherwise  than  as  above  stated,  any 
compensation  whatever.  This  sum  must  have  been  paid  on  account,  and 
not  m  full.  It  was  paid  and  charged  as  jSI  64  5^.,  in  a  currency  of  account, 
J^koning  7«.  ^.  to  the  dollar,  and  amounted  to  ;ik3d.  The  servioas  of 
^  claimant,  without  any  idlowance  for  those  of  the  laborer  furnished, 
amounted,  by  the  price,  according  to  die  resolution  of  May  24th,  1776,  to 
8454,  and,  according  to  that  of  May  11,  1779,  to  1^891  ;  but  adding  those 
services  in  the  first  instance,  the  amoimt  is  $630  20 ;  and,  in  the  second, 
8971  33.  For  a  still  stronger  reason,  this  wsis  not  a  payment  in  full.  It 
^^as  made  in  continental  money,  January  9,  1779.  At  that  time  this 
money  was  so  depreciated,  that  it  appears  by  the  resolve  aforesaid,  it  was, 
on  the  1st  of  March  following,  ten  for  one.  It  could  not,  therefore,whefi 
P^  to  the  daunaot,  have  been  better  than  ei^t  for  one.  Theamoual^id 
^M  Mm,  1^  was,  at  that  late,  worth  ^$4  75  in  hard  money.  Itsbouki 
^▼e  becoi  stated,  that  the  wages  of  a  day  laborer  at  a  magazine  of  issues 
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Mr.  Custts's  death  has  given  much  distress  in  this  family.  I  congiata- 
late  you  on  your  late  chsmge,  and  am,  dear  sir^  your  most  obedient  and 
affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

RoBEET  Hakson  Habrison,  Esq. 

Certificate  of  Services. — No.  300. 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

I  certify  that  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esquire,  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  continental  army,  entered  the  service  in  the  month  of  October,  1775, 
as  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  and  in  May  following  became  my  secretary, 
the  duties  of  which  offices  he  discharged  with  conspicuous  abilities  ;  that 
his  whole  conduct,  during  all  the  interesting  periods  of  war,  has  been 
marked  by  the  strictest  integrity,  and  the  most  attentive  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, while  by  personal  bravery  he  has  been  distinguished  on  several 
occasions. 

Given  at  headquarters,  this  25th  day  of  March,  1781. 

New  York,  September  28,  1789. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  is  the  strongest  cement  of  good  government,  did  it  not 
follow,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  first  organisation  of  the  Federal  judiciary 
is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  our  country,  and  to  the  stability  of  our  po- 
litical system. 

Under  this  impression,  it  has  been  the  invariable  object  of  my  anxious 
solicitude,  to  select  the  fittest  characters  to  expound  the  laws  and  dispense 
justice.  To  tell  you  that  this  sentiment  has  ruled  me  in  your  nomination 
to  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States,  would  be  but  U) 
repeat  opinions  with  which  you  are  already  well  acquainted ;  opinions 
which  meet  a  just  coincidence  in  the  public  mind. 

Your  friends  and  your  fellow-citizens,  anxious  for  the  respect  of  the 
court  to  which  you  are  appointed,  will  be  happy  to  learn  your  acceptance, 
and  no  one  among  them  will  be  more  so  than  myself. 

As  soon  as  the  acts,  which  are  necessary  accompaniments  of  the  ap- 

? ointments,  can  be  got  ready,  you  will  receive  official  notice  of  the  latter, 
'his  letter  is  only  to  be  considered  as  an  early  communication  of  my  senti- 
ments on  this  occasion,  and  as  a  testimony  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  am  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
The  Hon.  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

New  York,  November  25, 1789. 
My  DEAR  Sir  :  Since  my  return  firom  my  tour  through  the  Eastern 
States,  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  to- 
gether with  the  commission  which  had  been  sent  to  you  as  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 


227 

r  find  fliat  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  decline  the  appoint- 
ment rests  on  an  idea  that  the  judicial  act  will  remain  unahered.  Bat  in 
respect  to  that  circumstance,  I  may  suggest  to  you,  that  such  a  change  in 
the  S3*stem  is  contemplated,  and  deemed  expedient,  by  many  in  as  well  as 
out  of  Congress,  as  would  permit  you  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  yotir 
private  affiiirs  as  your  present  station  does. 

As  the  first  court  wUl  not  sit  until  the  first  Monday  in  February,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  return  your  conuntssion,  not  for  the  sake  of  urging  you 
to  accept  it,  contrary  to  your  interest  or  convenience,  but  with  a  view  of 
giving  you  a  further  opportimity  of  informing  yourself  of  the  natiu^e  and 
probability  of  the  change  alluded  to.  This  you  would  be  able  to  do,  with 
the  less  risk  of  mistake,  if  you  should  find  it  convenient  to  pass  some  time 
here,  when  a  considerable  number  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
shall  have  asseml)led  ;  and  this  might  be  done  before  it  would  beawtie 
indispensable  to  fill  the  place  offered  to  you.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  your 
determination  is  absolutely  fixed,  you  can,  without  much  trouble,  send 
back  the  commission  under  cover. 

Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  candid  part  which  I  wish  to  act  on  all  occa- 
sions, you  wiD,  I  am  persuaded,  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute  my  conduct 
in  this  particidar  instance  to  the  proper  motives,  when  I  assure  you  that 
I  would  not  have  written  this  letter  if  I  had  imagined  it  would  produce 
any  new  embarrassments.  On  the  contrary,  you  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  whatever  determination  may  be  consonant 
to  your  best  judgment,  and  most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  regard,  your  mdst 
obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  As  it  may  be  satisfoctory  to  you  to  know  the  determination  of 
the  other  associate  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  all  of  them  have  accepted  their  appointments. 

Bladehsbitro,  January  21, 1790. 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  left  home  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  view  of  making 
a  journey  to  New  York,  and,  after  being  several  days  detained  at  Alex- 
andria by  indisposition,  came  thus  far  on  the  way.  I  now,  unhappily, 
find  myself  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  be  able  to  proceed  farther.  From 
tiiis  unfortunate  event,  and  the  apprehension  that  my  indisposition  may 
continue,  I  pray  you  to  consider  that  I  cannot  accept  the  appointment  of 
W>ciate  judge,  with  which  I  have  been  honored.  What  I  do,  my  dear 
sir,  is  the  result  of  the  most  painful  and  distressuig  necessity. 

I  entreat  that  you  will  receive  the  warmest  returns  of  my  gratitude  for 
the  distinguished  proofs  I  have  had  of  your  flattering  and  invaluable  es- 
teem and  confidence,  and  that  you  will  believe  that  I  am,  and  shall  alwajrs 
remain,  with  the  most  affectionate  attachment,  my  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON. 

(Endorsed  "Private.") 
The  Frxsibert  qf  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Harrison  lived  to  return  home,  and  died  in  March  following. 
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Mr.  Custb's  death  has  given  much  distress  in  this  family.  I  congratu- 
late you  on  your  late  change,  and  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
aflfoctionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

RoBEET  Hakson  HabrisoN|  Esq. 

Certificate  of  Services. — No.  300. 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

I  certify  that  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esquire,  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  continental  army,  entered  the  service  in  the  month  of  October,  1775, 
as  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  and  in  May  following  became  my  secretaiy, 
the  duties  of  which  offices  he  discharged  with  conspicuous  abilities  ;  that 
his  whole  conduct,  during  all  the  interesting  periods  of  war,  has  been 
marked  by  the  strictest  integrity,  and  the  most  attentive  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, while  by  personal  bravery  he  has  been  distinguished  on  several 
occasions. 

Given  at  headquarters,  this  25ih  day  of  March,  1781. 

New  York,  September  28,  1789. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  adminis. 
tration  of  justice  is  the  strongest  cement  of  good  govemm^at,  did  it  not 
follow,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  first  organisation  of  the  Federal  judiciary 
is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  our  country,  and  to  the  stability  of  our  po- 
litical system. 

Under  this  impression,  it  has  been  the  invariable  object  of  my  anxious 
solicitude,  to  select  the  fittest  characters  to  expound  the  laws  and  dispense 
justice.  To  tell  you  that  this  sentiment  has  ruled  me  in  your  nomination 
to  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States,  would  be  but  to 
repeat  opinions  with  which  you  are  already  well  acquainted ;  opinions 
which  meet  a  just  coincidence  in  the  public  mind. 

Your  friends  and  your  fellow-citizens,  anxious  for  the  respect  of  the 
court  to  which  you  are  appointed,  will  be  happy  to  learn  your  acceptance, 
and  no  one  among  them  will  be  more  so  than  myself 

As  soon  as  the  acts,  which  are  necessary  accompaniments  of  the  ap- 

? ointments,  can  be  got  ready,  you  will  receive  official  notice  of  the  latter, 
'his  letter  is  only  to  be  considered  as  an  early  communication  of  my  senti- 
ments on  this  occasion,  and  as  a  testimony  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  am  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
The  Hon.  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

New  York,  November  25,  1789. 
My  DEAR  Sir  :  Since  my  return  from  my  tour  through  the  Eastern 
States,  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  to- 
gether with  the  commission  which  had  been  sent  to  you  as  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
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r  find  that  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  decline  the  appoint- 
ment rests  on  an  idea  that  the  judicial  act  will  remain  unahered.  Bat  in 
respect  to  that  circumstance,  I  may  suggest  to  you,  that  such  a  change  in 
the  system  is  contemplated,  and  deemed  expedient,  by  many  in  as  well  as 
out  of  Congress,  as  would  permit  you  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  your 
private  afii3Lirs  as  your  present  station  does. 

As  the  first  court  will  not  sit  until  the  first  Monday  in  February,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  return  your  commission,  not  for  the  sake  of  urging  you 
to  accept  it,  contrary  to  your  interest  or  convenience,  but  with  a  view  of 
giving  you  a  further  opportimity  of  informing  yourself  of  the  nature  and 
probability  of  the  change  alluded  to.  This  you  would  be  able  to  do,  with 
the  less  risk  of  mistake,  if  you  should  find  it  convenient  to  pass  some  time 
here,  when  a  considerable  number  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
shall  have  assemWed  ;  and  this  might  be  done  before  it  would  become 
indispensable  to  fill  the  place  offered  to  you.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  your 
determination  is  absolutely  fixed,  you  can,  without  much  trouble,  send 
back  the  commission  under  cover. 

Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  candid  part  which  I  wish  to  act  on  all  occa- 
sions, you  wiU,  I  am  persuaded,  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute  my  conduct 
in  fliis  particidar  instance  to  the  proper  motives,  when  I  assure  you  that 
I  would  not  have  written  this  letter  if  I  had  imagined  it  would  produce 
any  new  embarrassments.  On  the  contrary,  you  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  whatever  determination  may  be  consonant 
to  your  best  judgment,  and  most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  regard,  your  mdst 
obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  As  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  the  determination  of 
the  odier  associate  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
infomi  you  that  all  of  them  have  accepted  their  appointments. 

Bladshsburo,  Janucvry  21, 1790. 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  left  home  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  view  of  making 
a  journey  to  New  York,  and,  after  being  several  days  detained  at  Alex- 
andria by  indisposition,  came  thus  far  on  the  way.  I  now,  unhappily, 
fi^  myself  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  be  able  to  proceed  farther.  From 
this  unfortimate  event,  and  the  apprehension  that  my  indisposition  may 
continue,  I  pray  you  to  consider  that  I  cannot  accept  the  appointment  of 
^?8ociate  judge,  with  which  I  have  been  honored.  What  I  do,  my  dear 
sir,  is  the  result  of  the  most  painful  and  distressing  necessity. 

I  entreat  that  you  will  receive  the  warmest  returns  of  my  gratitude  for 
the  distinguished  proofs  I  have  had  of  your  flattering  and  invaluable  es- 
teem and  confidence,  and  that  you  wifl  believe  that  I  am,  and  shall  always 
remain,  with  the  most  affectionate  attachment,  my  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON. 

(Endorsed  "Private.'^) 
The  Frbsii»ent  qf  the  United  States. 
*Jr.  Harrison  lived  to  return  home,  and  died  in  March  following. 
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Mr.  Custts's  death  has  given  much  distress  in  this  family.  I  congrata- 
late  you  on  your  late  change,  and  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

RoBEET  Hanson  Habbison,  Esq. 

Cebtificate  of  Sirvices. — No.  300. 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

I  certify  that  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esquire,  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  continental  army,  entered  the  service  in  the  month  of  October,  1775, 
as  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  and  in  May  following  became  my  secretary, 
the  duties  of  which  offices  he  discharged  with  conspicuous  abilities  ;  that 
his  whole  conduct,  during  all  the  interesting  periods  of  war,  has  been 
marked  by  the  strictest  integrity,  and  the  most  attentive  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, while  by  personal  bravery  he  has  been  distinguished  on  several 
occasions. 

Given  at  headquarters,  this  25th  day  of  March,  1781. 

New  Yobk,  September  28,  1789. 

Deab  Sir  :  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  is  the  strongest  cement  of  good  government,  did  it  not 
follow,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  first  organisation  of  the  Federal  judiciary 
is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  our  country,  and  to  the  stability  of  our  po- 
litical system. 

Under  this  impression,  it  has  been  the  invariable  object  of  my  anxious 
solicitude,  to  select  the  fittest  characters  to  expound  the  laws  and  dispense 
justice.  To  tell  you  that  this  sentiment  has  ruled  me  in  your  nomination 
to  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States,  would  be;  but  to 
repeat  opinions  with  which  you  are  already  well  acquainted ;  opinions 
which  meet  a  just  coincidence  in  the  public  mind. 

Your  friends  and  your  fellow-citizens,  anxious  for  the  respect  of  the 
court  to  which  you  are  appointed,  will  be  happy  to  learn  your  acceptance, 
and  no  one  among  them  will  be  more  so  than  myself. 

As  soon  as  the  suits,  which  are  necessary  accompaniments  of  the  ap- 

? ointments,  can  be  got  ready,  you  will  receive  official  notice  of  the  latter, 
'his  letter  is  only  to  be  considered  as  an  early  communication  of  my  senti- 
ments on  this  occasion,  and  as  a  testimony  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  am  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
The  Hon.  Robebt  H.  Habrison. 

New  York,  November  25,  1789. 
My  deab  Sib  :  Since  my  return  from  my  tour  through  the  Eastern 
States,  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  to- 
gether with  the  commission  which  had  been  sent  to  you  as  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
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r  find  that  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  decline  the  appoint- 
ment rests  on  an  idea  that  the  judicial  act  will  remain  unaltered.  But  in 
respect  to  that  circumstance,  I  may  suggest  to  you,  that  such  a  change  in 
die  sj^em  is  contemplated,  and  deemed  expedient,  by  many  in  as  well  as 
out  of  Congress,  as  would  permit  you  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  yotir 
private  affairs  as  your  present  station  does. 

As  the  first  court  will  not  sit  until  the  first  Monday  in  February,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  return  your  conunission,  not  for  the  sake  of  urging  you 
to  accept  it,  contrary  to  your  interest  or  convenience,  but  with  a  view  of 
giving  you  a  further  opportunity  of  informing  yourself  of  the  nature  and 
probability  of  the  change  alluded  to.  This  you  would  be  able  to  do,  with 
the  less  risk  of  mistake,  if  you  should  find  it  convenient  to  pass  some  time 
here,  when  a  considerable  number  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
shall  have  assemWed ;  and  this  might  be  done  before  it  would  become 
indispensable  to  fill  the  place  offered  to  you.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  your 
determination  is  absolutely  fixed,  you  can,  without  much  trouble,  send 
back  the  commission  under  cover. 

Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  candid  part  which  I  wish  to  act  on  all  occa- 
sions, you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute  my  conduct 
in  this  particular  instance  to  the  proper  motives,  when  I  assure  you  that 
I  would  not  have  written  this  letter  if  I  had  imagined  it  would  produce 
any  new  embarrassments.  On  the  contrary,  you  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  whatever  determination  may  be  consonant 
to  your  best  judgment,  and  most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  regard,  your  most 
obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  As  it  may  be  satitfactory  to  you  to  know  the  determination  of 
the  other  associate  judges  of  the  Supreme  Coiurt,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  all  of  them  have  accepted  their  appointments. 

Bladshsbitro,  January  21, 1790. 
My  dear  Sir  :  I  left  home  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  view  of  making 
a  journey  to  New  York,  and,  after  being  several  days  detained  at  Alex- 
a^ria  by  indisposition,  came  thus  far  on  the  way.  I  now,  unhappily, 
find  myself  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  be  able  to  proceed  farther.  From 
tins  unibrtimate  event,  and  the  apprehension  that  my  indisposition  may 
continue,  I  pray  you  to  consider  that  I  cannot  accept  the  appointment  of 
associate  judge,  with  which  I  have  been  honored.  What  I  do,  my  dear 
sir,  is  the  result  of  the  most  painful  and  distressing  necessity. 

I  entreat  that  you  will  receive  the  warmest  returns  of  my  gratitude  for 
the  distinguished  proofs  I  have  had  of  your  flattering  and  invaluable  es- 
teem and  confidence,  and  that  you  will  believe  that  I  am,  and  shall  always 
remain,  with  the  most  affectionate  attachment,  my  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON. 
(Endorsed  "Private.'^) 

The  Frxsibent  cf  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Harrison  lived  to  return  home,  and  died  in  March  following. 
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Waa  DbpabtmbnTi 

January  15, 18S3. 
I  certify  that  the  records  of  this  office  do  not  furnish  any  information 
relative  to  the  resignation  of  CJolonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  who  was  aid- 
de-camp  and  secretary  to  General  Washington  during  the  revolutionary 
war. 

C.  VANDEVENTER, 
Chief  Clerk  War  Department 

Whereupon  the  committee  resolve  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer  be  granted,  and  that  a  bill  for  that  pw- 
pose  be  herewith  reported  to  the  House. 


February  9, 1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims j  to  which  was  r^erred  tht 
petition  of  •Aaron  Snow^  ryxn't : 

That  said  Snow  has  furnished  your  committee  with  satirfactory  evidwicc 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  that  three  several  certificates  were  isaied 
in  his  favor  by  John  Pierce,  late  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  for  nriJi- 
tary  services  rendered  by  said  Snow  during  the  revolutionary  war,  namely: 
one  numbered  27094,  dated  January  1, 1784,  for  *44|^;  and  oneBwn- 
bered  27873,  dated  January  20, 1784,  for  jf80 ;  and  one  numbered  31305, 
dated  March  1,  1784,  for  )i86{^  ;  and  tlmt  said  certificates  remain  out^ 
standing  and  unpaid  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury.  It  being  thus  made 
to  appear  that  said  Snow  has  never  received  the  amount  due  him  npon 
these  certificates,  the  committee  herewith  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


Fbbrvart  26, 1830.. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  uhzs  referred  the 
memorial  of  Philip  Slaughter^  report : 

A  former  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instructed,  by  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  the  17th  December,  1827,  **to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  remunerating  Captain  Philip  Slaughter  for  his  services  in  the 
continental  army,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution;'*  who  repcwied, 
among  other  matters,  that  "  Captain  Slaughter  did,  virtually,  continue  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war ; 
that  he  was  a  meritorious  olficer,  and,  from  the  character  given  him  by 
highly  respectable  witnesses,  entitled  to  receive  from  the  (Jovernment  all 
the  emoluments  to  which  officers  of  his  grade  were,  under  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  entitled ;"  and  the  committee  therewith  reported  a  bill  in  his 
favor,  allowing  him  five  years'  full  pay,  without  interest,  which  was  the 
commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life.    Had  this  bill,  as  reported  by  said 


231 

committee,  been  passed,  it  would  have  entitled  Captain  Slaughter  to  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  May,  1828,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution ;"  but,  on  its  passage  through  the  House,  the  said  bill  was 
amended,  by  inserting  the  following  proviso :  "  Provided,  That  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  said  Slaughter  of  the  grant  herein  made  shall  be  in  Ueu 
of  any  claim  he  may  have,  under  the  provisions  of  a  bill  passed  at  this 
session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.'  The  said  Slaughter  did,  after  the 
passage  of  said  act,  accept  the  grant  therein  made  to  him  ;  and  now  he 
comes  and  prays  that  the  subject  may  be  reconsidered  by  Congress,  and 
alleges  that  he  accepted  the  said  grant,  "  to  release  securities  from  dis- 
tressing embarrassments,  in  the  full  persuasion  that  the  rigor  and  hardship 
of  the  exclusion  of  which  he  complains  would  be  released,  in  a  spirit  of 
justice,  by  the  representatives  of  the  people/' 

Your  committee,  on  full  examination  of  the  subject,  do  most  entirely 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  former  committee,  above  referred  to,  and  ask 
that  the  same  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  report ;  and,  with  great 
deference  to  the  decision  of  a  former  Congress,  they  cannot  persuade 
themselves  out  of  the  belief  that  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  15th  May,  1828  ;  and 
they  very  respectfully  submit  whether  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be 
restored  to  an  equality  with  other  meritorious  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution.  Believing  that  he  ought,  the  committee  report  a  bill,  repeal- 
ling the  proviso  above  cited. 


Ma'RCH  29,  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Ichabod  Ward,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  presents  and  asks  pay  for  a  certain  certificate  or 
indent  of  interest,  which  is  in  the  words  following  : 

«  Number  4174. 

<<  According  to  the  resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1784, 1  do  certify  that  there 
is  due  to  James  Sheldon,  or  bearer,  twenty  dollars  and  forty-fiveniine- 
tietbs,  for  interest.  Given  at  the  loan  office  of  the  State  of  Cormecticut, 
this  20th  day  of  December,  1785.**    And  signed, 

"  WM.  IMLAY,  C.  L.  OJ' 

Which  certificate  is  proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  to  be  genuine,  and  outstanding  agamst  the  United  States. 

Since  the  term  limited  for  presenting  these  certificates  expired.  Con- 
gress has,  in  some  cases,  authorized  their  payment  with  six  per  cent, 
interest ;  but  as  the  provisions  for  funding  them  confined  their  interest  to 
three  per  cent,,  the  committee  report  a  bill  in  this  case  allowing  three  per 
cent  only. 
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Fbbruart  96 f  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of  Ann 
D.  Baylor  wad  referred,  report  : 

That  she  sets  forth  therein  that  she  is  the  widow  of  John  Walker  Bay- 
lor, deceased,  the  only  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Col.  George  Baylor,  late  of 
the  United  States  army  in  the  revolutionary  war,  deceased ;  that  the  said 
Col.  Baylor,  in  his  lifetime,  held,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of,  certain  certifi- 
cates, issued  from  the  loan  office  of  the  United  States  in  Virginia  to  him, 
the  said  George  Baylor,  or  bearer,  which  have  never  been  paid;  and  that 
said  certificates  are  now,  of  right,  the  property  of  the  children  of  her,  the 
said  Ann,  and  John  Walker  Baylor,  aforesaid,  deceased. 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 2, 1830,  that  certificates  were  issued  from  the  loan  office  aforesaid  to 
said  Col.  Baylor,  of  the  following  tenor  and  dates,  to  wit :  March  31, 1778, 
No.  3358  to  3363,  inclusive,  for  i8300  each,  and  equal  in  specie  to  $149i} 
each ;  and  from  No.  3366  to  3379,  inclusive,  for  $300  each,  equal  in  specie 
to  i8l49ii  each;  and  from  No.  525  to  No.  528,  inclusive,  for  $500  each, 
and  eqiiaJ  in  specie  to  j!249 » o  each ;  and  amounting,  in  tlie  whole,  in 
specie,  to  J^3,994?f ;  and  that  these  certificates  remain  outstanding  and 
unpaid  by  the  United  States.  It  is,  moreover,  stated  by  the  petitioner, 
»  and  the  fact  is  well  known  and  admitted,  that  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  worn 
out  by  hard  and  perilous  service  during  the  whole  war,  did,  at  the  close 
of  it,  leave  the  country  on  a  sea  voyage,  and  in  the  year  1783  died,  in  the 
island  of  Barbadoes,  leaving  the  said  John,  afterwards  the  husband  of  the 
petitioner,  then  an  infant  of  very  tender  age.  It  appears  by  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  that  he  bequeathed  these  certificates 
thereby,  and  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  expended  in  educating  his 
said  son,  and  such  other  child  (his  wife  being  pregnant)  as  might  be  bom 
to  him  afterwards.  Though  his  last  will  and  testament  was  received  by 
his  executors  from  Barbadoes,  yet  these  certificates,  believed  to  have  been 
there  with  him,  have  never  been  found. 

No  other  reason  than  what  may  be  suggested  by  these  facts  is  offered 
to  the  committee  to  account  for  the  delay  in  calling  for  the  amount  of  this 
claim  before  this  time.  Be  that  as  it  may,  no  reason  can  be  given  why 
the  United  States  should  not  now  pay  the  same. 

-  The  question  of  interest  offers  some  difficulty.  It  may  be  said,  that  if 
the  principal  were  due  March  31, 1778,  then  the  interest  is  now  due  from 
that  time  to  the  present ;  aaid  that  the  United  States  having,  during  all 
4hat  time;  paid  interest  quarterly  on  loans  to  a  great  amount,  cannot  now, 
with  any  justice,  refuse  to  pay  this  sum,  with  simple  interest,  firom  that  to 
the  present  time.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  funding  system,  except  a  few  years  during  the  last  war,  the 
United  States,  although  owing  large  amounts  on  loans,  yet  at  all  times 
had  in  the  Tnjasury  money,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  amount  suffi- 
cient to  pay  this  demand,  or  so  much  thereof  as  would  have  been  due 
thereon,  accordmg  to  the  terms  of  that  system,  had  these  certificates  been 
subscribed  to  the  loan  proposed  thereby,  for  making  provision  for  the 
domestic  debt  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  therefore,  considered  by  the 
committee,  that  the  same  justice  will  be  extended  to  this  claimant  as  has 
been  to  others,  the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  if  she  be  permitted  to 


mimanbe  to  said  loan  as  xaideat  dale  of  Deosnriier  Sl^  179Q>  when  the  fint 
subscription  was  made.    Whereupon  it  is 

B69olv€dj  That  die  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  ought  to  account 
with  the  petitioner  on  the  principles  aforesaid,  crediting  her  with  interest 
and  dividends  of  the  principal  of  said  certificates,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  same  had  been  »ibscribed  and  paid  into  the  loan  as  ajbresaid,  but 
allowing  no  interest  on  any  dividends  after  the  same  were  payaUe ;  and 
that  a  t^  for  her  rdief  acc<»rdingly  be  repoited  to  the  House. 


FKBaUARF  d6,  1830. 

771^  Committee  on  RevohUionary  Claims^  to  which  was  r^errtd  the 
claim  qf  Benjamin  Wells j  report : 

1st.  That  the  claimant  states  in  his  petition  that  he  served  in  the  offi^) 
<i  deputy  commissary  of  issues  at  Montser  mill,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  under  John 
Irvin,  deputy  commissary  general,  from  the  4th  day  of  March  until  the 
3l8t  day  of  December  in  the  year  1778,  and  fumidied  a  laborer  in  that 
service  for  the  United  States  during  that  time  ;  and  that  he  received 
therefor  from  said  Irvin  ^£164  5#.  on  the  9th  of  January,  1799,  in  conti- 
nental paper  money ;  and  that,  otherwise,  he  has  not  been  compensated 
therefor.  In  proof  of  these  kUegations,  the  claimant  produces  a  letter  of 
John  Burrall,  stating  that  the  amount  of  dS164  5^.,  continental  money^ 
was,  by  the  said  Jolm  Irvin,  deputy  conmiissary  general,  charged  as  paid 
to  the  said  Wells,  for  the  services  done  and  fumi^ed  as  aforesaid,  in  the' 
continental  money  account  of  the  said  Irvin  against  the  United  States^ 
and  by  them  allowed  to  him. 

2d.  The  claimant  further  states  in  his  petition  aforesaid,  that  he  was 
afterwards  employed  by  the  said  Irvin  to  sell  the  damaged  provisions 
then  in  said  magazine,  and  that  he  performed  that  service  for  the  tJnited 
States ;  but  that  therefor,  and  for  the  expenses  by  him  incurred  therein, 
by  advertising  and  in  going  to  Pittsfield,  and  settling  with  said  Irvin,  and 
pajring  the  money  over  unto  him,  he  has  never  received  any  compensa- 
tion. It  appears  by  the  letter  aforesaid  of  J.  Burrall,  that  the  said  Irvin 
did  not  charge  the  United  States  for  any  amount  paid  to  the  claimant  for 
these  last  services  and  eiq;)enses ;  for  no  allowance  does  appear  to  bav^ 
l^een  made  to  him  on  that  account.  The  time  of  doiiu;  these  services^ 
thou^  not  predsely  stated,  s^pears  to  have  been  aftef  tne  first  services 
were  peribrmed,  and  the  ^164  6s.  received  by  the  claimant  He  pfieiSi 
in  proo^  a  receipt  for  the  sum  of  jS3  4^.  SfiE.,  signed  by  J.  Johnston,  for 
David  Dimcan,  dated  February  10,  1799,  and  purporting  to  have  been 
given  by  him  for  his  board,  while  settling  his  accounts  as  deputy  com? 
^Qussary  of  issues  with  the  conamissioners.  No  other  evidence  of  this  part 
of  his  allegaticm  is  offered  by  die  claimant    ^ 

3d.  The  claimant  states  diat,  afterwards^  David  Duncan,  deputy  quarter- 
taasier  at  th^  said  magazine,  employed  him  as  issuing  foragemaster,  for 
the  term  of  seven  months,  to  wit:  from  the  20th  November,  1779,  to  the 
fidth  of  June,  1780.  ThesQ,  services  are  satisfactorily  proved  by  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  settlement  of  his  account  therefor  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
Jtt  doe  fonn,  and  signed  by  Joseph  Nourse,  Register.  Herem  the  claimant 
30 
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'cers  of  the  army.  It  is  also  submitted  that  these  testimonials,  though  not 
imder  oath^  furnish  to  the  House  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  truth  of  those 
&cts  which  are  contained  in  them  : 

MoRRisTOWN,  January  9, 1777. 

Mt  dear  Harrison  :  I  often  intended,  but  before  I  had  it  in  my  power 
forgot,  to  ask  you  whetlier  your  brother-in-law,  Major  Johnson,  would 
not,  in  your  opinion,  make  a  good  aid-de-camp  to  me.  I  know  it  is  a  ques- 
tion that  will  involve  you  in  some  difficulty,  but  I  beg  you  will  not  consid- 
er the  connexion  between  you  in  answering  of  it.  I  have  heard  that 
Major  Johnson  is  a  man  of  education  ;  I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  sense  : 
these  are  two  very  necessary  qualifications  ;  but  how  is  his  temper  ?  As 
to  military  knowledge,  I  do  not  expect  to  find  gentlemen  much  skilled  in 
it :  if  they  can  write  a  good  letter,  write  quick,  are  methodical  and  dili- 
gent, it  is  all  I  expect  to  find  in  my  aids.  Do  not,  therefore,  if  Major 
Johnson  possesses  these  qualities,  and  a  good  disposition,  withhold  (from 
false  modesty)  your  recommendation  ;  because,  in  that  case,  you  will  do 
him  injustice  and  me  a  disservice. 

If  you  think  Mr.  Johnson  will  suit  me  as  well  as  any  other,  I  should 
prefer  him ;  and,  therefore,  beg  that  he  may  be  sent  hither  immediately, 
as  Webb  only  waits  the  arrival  of  another  aid  to  set  out  for  Connecticut. 
I  am,  ever,  your  affectionate  fiiend  and  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

MoRRisTOWN,  «/anwary  10,  1777. 

Mt  dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  are  unsealed  letters  for  Baylor  and  Major 
Clough ;  let  every  thing  be  put  in  motion  agreeably  to  them  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  Clough  or  Stark,  or  both,  set  off  as  speedily  as  possible 
for  Virginia. 

If  Grayson  accepts  the  offier  of  a  regiment,  he  should  set  out  immedi- 
ately to  raise  it ;  in  doing  which,  he  will,  I  expect,  derive  great  assistance 
firom  Levin  Powell,  if  he  inclines  to  serve  as  lieutenant  colonel;  the  other 
officers,  under  the  reserve  of  a  negative,  I  leave  to  themselves  to  name* 
Young  Ross  I  shall  put  into  Gist's  regiment. 

Let  me  have  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Sheldon  ;  and  if  you 
could  let  me  know  exactly  how  the  matter  stands  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  I  am  blamed,  it  seems,  for  not  facilitating  that  matter  more. 
Take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  communicate  the  re- 
leasements  that  have  come  out,  in  order  that  the  several  officers  concerned 
may  be  imder  no  doubt  or  embarrassment  with  respect  to  the  part  they 
are  to  act 

The  enclosed  came  to  me  from  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  I  send  it,  that, 
if  Grayson  thinks  proper  to  make  use  of  Captain  Kendall,  he  may.    Col- 
•  onel  Lee  gives  a  good  character  of  him.    I  shall  add  no  more  at  present, 
than  that  I  am,  most  sincerely,  yours, 

^  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Send  me  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  General 
Lee.    I  hear  they  are  about  to  try  him  as  a  deserter. 
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MoRRisTOWK,  January  20,  1777. 

My  DEAR  Sib  :  Mr.  Johnson  (who  is  now  become  a  member  of  my 
family)  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  ISth  last  night.  I  beg  you  to  con- 
sult, and,  in  my  name,  advise  and  direct  such  measures  as  shall  appear 
most  effectual  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  small-pox.  When  I  recall  to 
mind  the  unhappy  situation  of  our  Northern  army  last  year,  I  shudder  at 
the  consequences  of  this  disorder,  if  some  vigorous  steps  are  not  taken  to 
stop  the  spreading  of  it.  Vigorous  measures  must  be  adopted  (however 
disagreeable  and  inconvenient  to  individuals)  to  remove  the  infected  and 
infection  before  we  feel  too  sensibly  the  effect. 

I  wish  to  Heaven  the  expected  reinforcements  were  joined.  (Under  the 
rose  I  say  it,)  my  situation,  with  respect  to  numbers,  is  more  distressing 
than  it  has  ever  been  yet ;  and  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  are  assembling 
their  force  from  all  quarters,  no  doubt  with  a  view  either  to  route  this 
army,  or  to  remove  towards  ^Philadelphia,  as  I  cannot  suppose  them  so 
much  uninformed  of  our  strength  as  to  believe  they  are  acting  ui)on  a  de- 
fensive plan  at  this  hour. 

I  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  you  are  getting  better  of  your  com- 
plaints. I  would  not  wish  you  to  come  out  too  soon  ;  that  may  only  oc- 
casion a  relapse,  which  may  add  length  of  time  to  your  confinement. 

Be  so  good  as  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Captain  Hamilton. 
Most  affectionately,  I  am  yours, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Doctor  Cochran  will  set  out  to-morrow  for  Newtown,  and  will 
assist  you  in  the  matters  before  mentioned,  relative  to  the  small-pox  people* 

Mount  Vernon,  November  18,  1781. 

Deab  Sir  :  A  few  days  previous  to  my  leaving  the  camp  before  York^ 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of ultimo.     Thinking  I  should  see  you 

on  my  return,  I  postponed  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  till  now  I  de- 
spair of  that  pleasure,  being  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  for  Philadelphia, 
without  making  any  stay  on  the  road,  except  one  day  at  Annapolis,  if  the 
Governor  shotild  be  there. 

I  desired  Doctor  Draper,  who  came  to  this  place  with  me  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  proposed  being  at  Port  Tobacco  next  day,  to  let  you  know  I 
should  stay  a  few  days  at  home,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  you  ;  he  possi- 
bly did  not  go  there,  or  you  might  be  attending  the  courts. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  the  capituation  of  Com- 
wallis.  It  is  an  interesting  event,  and  may  be  productive  of  much  good, 
if  properly  improved  ;  but  if  it  should  be  the  means  of  relaxation,  and 
sici  us  into  supineness  and  security,  it  had  better  not  have  happened 
Great  Britain,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  encouraged  by  the  impolicy 
of  .our  conduct  to  continue  the  war  ;  and  should  there  be  an  interference 
of  European  politics  in  her  favor,  peace  may  be  further  removed  from  us 
than  we  expect ;  while  one  thing  we  are  sure  of,  and  that  is,  that  the  only 
certain  way  to  obtain  peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Policy,  interest, 
economy,  all  unite  to  stimulate  the  States  to  fill  the  continental  battalions,. 
^  provide  the  means  of  supporting  them.  I  hope  the  present  favorable 
moment  for  doing  it  will  not  be  neglected. 
29 
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'cers  of  the  army.  It  is  also  submitted  that  these  testimonials,  though  not 
•imder  oath^  furnish  to  the  House  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  truth  of  those 
&cts  which  are  contained  in  them  : 

MoBRisTOWN>  January  9, 1777. 

Mt  dear  Harrison  :  I  often  intended,  but  before  I  had  it  in  my  power 
forgot,  to  ask  you  whetlier  your  brother-in-law,  Major  Johnson,  would 
not,  in  your  opinion,  make  a  good  aid-de-camp  to  me.  I  know  it  is  a  ques- 
tion that  will  involve  you  in  some  difficulty,  but  I  beg  you  will  not  consid- 
er the  connexion  between  you  in  answering  of  it.  I  have  heard  that 
Major  Johnson  is  a  man  of  education  ;  I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  sense : 
these  are  two  very  necessary  qualifications  ;  but  how  is  his  temper  ?  As 
to  military  knowledge,  I  do  not  expect  to  fiiid  gentlemen  much  skilled  in 
it :  if  they  can  write  a  good  letter,  write  quick,  are  methodical  and  dili- 
gent, it  is  all  I  expect  to  find  in  my  aids.  Do  not,  therefore,  if  Major 
Johnson  possesses  these  qualities,  and  a  good  disposition,  withhold  (from 
false  modesty)  your  recommendation  ;  because,  in  that  case,  you  will  do 
him  injustice  and  me  a  disservice. 

If  you  think  Mr.  Johnson  will  suit  me  as  well  as  any  other,  I  should 
prefer  him ;  and,  therefore,  beg  that  he  may  be  sent  hither  immediately, 
as  Webb  only  waits  the  arrival  of  another  aid  to  set  out  for  Connecticut. 
I  am,  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

MoRRisTowN,  «/anwary  10,  1777. 

Mt  dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  are  unsealed  letters  for  Baylor  and  Major 
Clough ;  let  every  thing  be  put  in  motion  agreeably  to  them  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  Clough  or  Stark,  or  both,  set  off  as  speedily  as  possible 
for  Virginia. 

If  GrajTSon  accepts  the  offer  of  a  regiment,  he  should  set  out  inunedi- 
ately  to  raise  it ;  in  doing  which,  he  will,  I  expect,  derive  great  assistance 
firom  Levin  Powell,  if  he  inclines  to  serve  as  lieutenant  colonel;  the  other 
officers,  under  the  reserve  of  a  negative,  I  leave  to  themselves  to  name. 
Yoimg  Ross  I  sliall  put  into  Gist's  regiment. 

Let  me  have  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Sheldon  ;  and  if  you 
could  let  me  know  exactly  how  the  matter  stands  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  I  am  blamed,  it  seems,  for  not  facUitating  that  matter  more. 
Take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  communicate  the  re- 
leasements  that  have  come  out,  in  order  that  the  several  officers  concerned 
may  be  imder  no  doubt  or  embarrassment  with  respect  to  the  part  they 
are  to  act. 

The  enclosed  came  to  me  from  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  I  send  it,  that^ 
if  Grayson  thinks  proper  to  make  use  of  Captain  Kendall,  he  may.    Col- 
.  onel  Lee  gives  a  good  character  of  him.    I  shall  add  no  more  at  present, 
than  that  I  am,  most  sincerely,  yours, 

^  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Send  me  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  General 
Lee.    I  hear  they  are  about  to  try  him  as  a  deserter. 
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MoRRisTOwif,  January  20,  1777. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir  :  Mr.  Johnson  (who  is  now  become  a  member  of  my 
family)  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  isth  last  night.  I  beg  you  to  con- 
sult, and,  in  my  name,  advise  and  direct  such  measures  as  shall  appear 
most  effectual  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  small-pox.  When  I  recall  to 
mind  the  unhappy  situation  of  oiu*  Northern  army  last  year,  I  shudder  at 
the  consequences  of  this  disorder,  if  some  vigorous  steps  are  not  taken  to 
stop  the  spreading  of  it.  Vigorous  measures  must  be  adopted  (however 
disagreeable  and  inconvenient  to  individuals)  to  remove  the  infected  and 
infection  before  we  feel  too  sensibly  the  effect 

I  wirii  to  Heaven  the  expected  reinforcements  were  joined.  (Under  the 
rose  I  say  it,)  my  situation,  with  respect  to  numbers,  is  more  distressing 
than  it  has  ever  been  yet ;  and  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  are  assembling 
their  force  from  all  quarters,  no  doubt  with  a  view  either  to  route  this 
army,  or  to  remove  towards  ^Philadelphia,  as  I  cannot  suppose  them  so 
much  uninformed  of  our  strength  as  to  believe  they  are  acting  u[)on  a  de- 
fensive plan  at  this  hour. 

I  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  you  are  getting  better  of  your  com- 
plaints. I  would  not  widi  you  to  come  out  too  soon  ;  that  may  only  oc- 
casion a  relapse,  which  may  add  length  of  time  to  your  confinement 

Be  so  good  as  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Captain  Hamilton. 
Most  affectionately,  I  am  yours, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Doctor  Cochran  will  set  out  to-morrow  for  Newtown,  and  will 
assist  you  in  the  matters  before  mentioned,  relative  to  the  small-pox  people^ 

Mount  Vernon,  November  18,  1781. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  few  days  previous  to  my  leaving  the  camp  before  Yorky 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of ultimo.     Thinking  I  should  see  you 

on  my  return,  I  postponed  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  till  now  I  de- 
spair of  that  pleasure,  bemg  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  for  Philadelphia, 
without  making  any  stay  on  the  road,  except  one  day  at  Annapolis,  if  the 
Governor  shotild  be  there. 

I  desired  Doctor  Draper,  who  came  to  this  place  with  me  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  proposed  being  at  Port  Tobacco  next  day,  to  let  you  know  I 
should  stay  a  few  days  at  home,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  you  ;  he  possi- 
bly did  not  go  there,  or  you  might  be  attending  the  courts. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  the  capituation  of  Com- 
wallis.  It  is  an  interesting  event,  and  may  be  productive  of  much  good, 
if  properly  improved  ;  but  if  it  should  be  the  means  of  relaxation,  and 
sink  us  into  supineness  and  security,  it  had  better  not  have  happened 
Great  Britain,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  encouraged  by  the  impolicy 
of  .our  conduct  to  continue  the  war ;  and  should  there  be  an  interference 
of  European  poUtics  in  her  favor,  peace  may  be  further  removed  from  us 
than  we  expect ;  while  one  thing  we  are  sure  of,  and  that  is,  that  the  only 
certain  way  to  obtain  peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Policy,  interest, 
economy,  all  unite  to  stimulate  the  States  to  fill  the  continental  battalions, 
and  provide  the  means  of  supporting  them.  I  hope  the  present  favorable 
nxoment  for  doing  it  will  not  be  neglected. 
29 
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Mr.  Custis^s  death  has  given  much  distress  in  this  family.  I  congratu- 
late you  on  your  late  change,  and  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

RoBEET  Hafson  Habrison,  Esq. 

Certificate  of  Services. — No.  300. 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

I  certify  that  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esquire,  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  continental  army,  entered  the  service  in  the  month  of  October,  1775, 
as  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  and  in  May  following  became  my  secretary, 
the  duties  of  which  offices  he  discharged  with  conspicuous  abilities  ;  that 
his  whole  conduct,  during  all  the  interesting  periods  of  war,  has  been 
marked  by  the  strictest  integrity,  and  the  most  attentive  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, while  by  personal  bravery  he  has  been  distinguished  on  several 
occasions. 

Given  at  headquarters,  this  25th  day  of  March,  1781. 

New  York,  September  28,  1789. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  is  the  strongest  cement  of  good  govemm^ot,  did  it  not 
follow,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  first  organization  of  the  Federsd  judiciary 
is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  our  country,  and  to  the  stability  of  our  po- 
litical system. 

Under  this  impression,  it  has  been  the  invariable  object  of  my  aiudous 
solicitude,  to  select  the  fittest  characters  to  expound  the  laws  and  dispense 
justice.  To  tell  you  that  this  sentiment  has  ruled  me  in  your  nomination 
to  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States,  would  be  but  to 
repeat  opinions  with  which  you  are  already  well  acquainted ;  opinions 
which  meet  a  just  coincidence  in  the  public  mind. 

Your  friends  and  your  fellow-citizens,  anxious  for  the  respect  of  the 
court  to  which  you  are  appointed,  will  be  happy  to  learn  your  acceptance, 
and  no  one  among  them  will  be  more  so  than  myself. 

As  soon  as  the  acts,  which  are  necessary  accompaniments  of  the  ap- 

; ointments,  can  be  got  ready,  you  will  receive  official  notice  of  the  latter, 
'his  letter  is  only  to  be  considered  as  an  early  communication  of  my  senti- 
ments on  this  occasion,  and  as  a  testimony  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  am  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
The  Hon.  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

New  York,  November  25, 1789. 
My  DEAR  Sir  :  Since  my  return  from  my  tour  through  the  Eastern 
States,  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  to- 
gether with  the  commission  which  had  been  sent  to  you  as  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
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I  find  that  one  of  the  reasons  whfch  induced  you  to  decline  the  appoint- 
ment rests  on  an  idea  that  the  judicial  act  will  remain  unaltered.  Bat  in 
respect  to  that  circumstance,  I  may  suggest  to  you,  that  such  a  change  in 
the  system  is  contemplated,  and  deemed  expedient,  by  many  in  as  well  as 
out  of  Congress,  as  would  permit  you  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  yotur 
private  affairs  as  your  present  station  does. 

As  the  first  court  will  not  sit  until  the  first  Monday  in  February,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  return  your  commission,  not  for  the  sake  of  urging  you 
to  accept  it,  contrary  to  your  interest  or  convenience,  but  with  a  view  of 
giving  you  a  further  opportunity  of  informing  yourself  of  the  natiue  and 
probability  of  the  change  alluded  to.  This  you  would  be  able  to  do,  with 
the  less  risk  of  mistake,  if  you  should  find  it  convenient  to  pass  some  time 
here,  when  a  considerable  number  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
shall  have  assemWed  ;  and  this  might  be  done  before  it  would  become 
indispensable  to  fill  the  place  offered  to  you.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  your 
determination  is  absolutely  fixed,  you  can,  without  much  trouble,  send 
back  the  commission  under  cover. 

Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  candid  part  which  I  wish  to  act  on  all  occa- 
sions, you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute  my  conduct 
in  this  particular  instance  to  the  proper  motives,  when  I  assure  you  that 
I  would  not  have  written  this  letter  if  I  had  imagined  it  would  produce 
any  new  embarrassments.  On  the  contrary,  you  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  whatever  determination  may  be  consonant 
to  your  best  judgment,  and  most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  regard,  your  most 
obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  As  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  the  determination  of 
the  odier  associate  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  all  of  them  have  accepted  their  appointments. 

Bladensburg,  January  21, 1790. 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  left  home  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  view  of  making 
a  journey  to  New  York,  and,  after  being  several  days  detained  at  Alex- 
andria by  indisposition,  came  thus  far  on  the  way.  I  now,  unhappily, 
fittl  myself  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  be  able  to  proceed  farther.  From 
this  unibrtimate  event,  and  the  apprehension  that  my  indisposition  may 
continue,  I  pray  you  to  consider  that  I  cannot  accept  the  appointment  of 
associate  judge,  with  which  I  have  been  honored.  What  I  do,  my  dear 
^j  is  the  result  of  the  most  painful  and  distressing  necessity. 

I  entreat  that  you  will  receive  the  warmest  returns  of  my  gratitude  for 
the  distinguidied  proofs  I  have  had  of  your  flattering  and  invaluable  es- 
teem and  confidence,  and  that  you  will  believe  that  I  am,  and  shall  always 
remain,  with  the  most  affectionate  attachment,  my  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON. 

(Endorsed  "Private.'^) 
The  Frbsibent  qf  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Harrison  lived  to  return  home,  and  died  in  March  following. 
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My  happy  intimacy  at  headquarters,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
a  mutual  friendship  with  Colonel  R.  H.  Harrison,  have  enabled  me  to 
witness  Ids  high  virtues,  distinguished  abilities,  important  services,  as  well 
as  the  very  great  share  he  had  in  the  confidence,  affection,  and  gratitude 
of  Greneral  Washington. 

While  1  had  lived  in,  and  during  my  ensuing  intercourse  with,  the  mili- 
tary family  of  which  I  am  proud  to  have  ever  been  considered  as  a  mem- 
ber, I  have  seen  Colonel  Harrison  intrusted  with  every  secret,  consulted 
in  every  emergency,  employed  on  opportunities  where  patriotism  and  tal- 
ents were  most  required  ;  and  although,  at  the  time  of  the  colonel's  re- 
treat, I  was  employed  on  a  separate  conmiand  in  Virginia,  I  may  attest 
that  his  brother  soldiers  regarded  him  as  an  officer  on  furlough,  ready  to 
reassume  his  post  in  case  his  health  would  allow  it.  So  far,  at  least, 
goes  my  general  recollection,  and  the  remembrance  of  General  Washing- 
ton's own  expressions,  that,  if  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Congress,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  give  a  favorable  vote  on  that  subject 

And,  in  case  there  is  an  application  made  before  the  State  Legislature, 
in  behalf  of  Colonel  Harrison's  children,  I  wish  it  may  not  appear  too 
presuming  from  a  survivor  of  the  headquarters  of  those  early  times,  to  say 
that  a  mark  of  satisfaction  to  the  memory  of  their  excellent  father,  gratify- 
ing, as  it  cannot  fail  to  be,  to  the  actual  veterans  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  would  not  have  been  less  gratefully  applauded  by  those  who  aie 
departed,  namely,  by  our  venerated  commander-in-chief. 

LAFAYETTE. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  late  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  in  our 
revolutionary  war,  were  of  that  distinguished  character,  as  to  be  known  to 
the  whole  army,  to  the  Congress  who  conducted  the  aflairs  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and,  in  general,  to  the  American  people.  In  the  conunencement  of 
the  war,  being  a  neighbor  of  General  Washington's,  and  well  known  to 
him,  he  was  invited  by  the  general  to  join  him  as  aid-de-camp  and  prin- 
cipal secretary,  and  he  served  in  that  station  with  as  pure  and  unsullied 
a  famo  as  any  person  ever  enjoyed.  In  all  the  actions  in  which  General 
Washington  commanded.  Colonel  Harrison  was  present,  near  the  person 
of  the  ge^eral,  and  exposed  with  him  to  equal  danger.  He  assisted,  as  I 
have  always  imderstood,  in  the  councils  of  war,  where  his  opinions  were 
highly  respected.  He  was  the  faithful  depositary  of  the  secret  counsels  of 
the  General,  of  the  confidential  conununications  to  him  from  Congress,  of 
the  military  movements  that  were  intended  to  be  made,  and  of  all  those 
secret  counsels,  on  the  preservation  of  which  the  success  of  the  army,  and 
of  the  Revolution  itself,  depended  ;  and  he  was  a  most  virtuous,  able,  and 
active  agent,  in  promoting  every  measure  that  was  decided  on. 

In  the  most  gloomy  periods  of  the  Revolution,  he  was  firm,  persevering; 
and  undaunted.  I  particularly  remember  that,  in  the  ever-memorable  re- 
treat through  Jersey,  his  example,  in  aid  of  that  of  the  illustrious  com- 
mander-in-chief, cheered  the  drooping  spirits  of  others,  and  animated  them 
to  action.  No  person  was  more  brave  than  Colonel  Harrison,  none  more 
faithful ;  and,  I  say  with  confidence,  that  few,  very  few,  rendered  more 
important  services  to  their  country.  Had  he  sought  promotion  in  ^^ 
army,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  might  easily  have  obtained  it ;  ^"^ 
he  had  no  such  ambition.    To  be  eminently  useful  in  the  station  whicn 
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he  held^  was  the  sole  object  of  his  heart.  It  is  impossible  to  look  back  to 
this  eTentfid  period,  and  especiially  to  the  great  achievements  of  the  army, 
in  which  he  sustained  so  distinguished  and  useful  a  part,  by  the  various, 
important,  and  complicated  duties  he  had  to  perform,  without  being  deeply 
impressed  w|th  a  sense  of  his  rare  merit,  and  acknowledging,  with  grati- 
tude, his  very  important  services.  He  did  not  leave  the  army  until  the 
liberties  of  his  country  were  secured  ;  nor  then,  till  his  constitution  had 
received  a  severe  shock.  No  sooner,  however,  was  an  opportunity  af- 
forded to  the  late  conmiander-in-chief,  than  he  seized  it,  to  bestow  on  him 
a  uew  and  strong  proof  of  his  confidence  and  attachment,  as  well  as  of  his 
high  respect  for  his  merit.  On  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  when  General  Washington  was  called  to  the  head  of 
the  Government,  he  appointed  Colonel  Harrison  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  His  constitution,  however,  was  too  far  ex- 
hausted to  permit  him  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  that  office.  He  set  out  to 
undertake  them,  but  did  riot  survive  the  effort. 

I  certify  these  facts,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  them  in  their  most 
iiq)ortant  circumstances,  having  served  myself,  in  our  revolutionary  war, 
three  campaigns — those  of  1776, 1777,  and  1778 ;  in  the  first  as  a  Ueuten- 
ant  in  the  third  Virginia  regiment,  and  in  tjie  two  last  as  aid-de-camp  to 
Major  General  Lord  Stirling  ;  and  they  were  afterwards  known  to  me,  in 
common  with  other  citizens  who  enjoyed  public  trusts,  by  which  they  be- 
came acquainted  with  public  affairs.  The  documents,  however,  of  the 
late  army,  and  of  the  Congress,  will  sufficiently  prove  the  facts.  Of  the 
recompense  which  Colonel  Harrison  received  for  his  important  services,  I 
can  say  little  ;  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  he  received  nothing  more 
tlrnn  his  pay  by  the  month,  depreciated  as  it  was  when  received.  He 
was  among  the  most  diffident  and  modest  of  men,  and  the  last  to  set  up  a 
pretension,  or  to  make  any  claim  for  his  services. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington,  this . 

JAS.  MONROE. 

The  two  following  certificates  are,  in  like  maimer,  made  a  part  of  this 
report,  to  show  that  Colonel  Harrison  never  resigned  his  office  in  the  army, 
nor  received  the  commutatlpn  due  to  him  in  virtue  of  his  services,  and  by 
the  laws  in  such  cases  provided  by  the  continental  Congress  : 

Theasuby  Department, 
Register's  Office^  December  24,  1822. 
I  certify  that,  having  carefully  examined  the  records  of  the  Treasury, 
in  relation  to  tlie  commutation  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu«« 
tionary  army,  it  is  ascertained  that  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  sec- 
retary and  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency  General  Washington,  did  not  re- 
ceive commutation  for  five  years'  full  pay. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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Wab  Dbpartment, 

January  15, 1823. 
I  certify  that  the  records  of  this  office  do  not  furnish  any  infonnation 
relative  to  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  who  was  aid- 
de-camp  and  secretary  to  General  Washington  during  the  revolutionary 
war. 

C.  VANDEVENTER, 
Chief  Clerk  War  Department, 

Whereupon  the  committee  resolve  that  the  prayer  of  the  petiti<mof 
Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer  be  granted,  and  that  a  bill  for  that  pnr- 
pose  be  herewith  reported  to  the  House. 


FSBRUABY  9, 1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  tk 
petition  of  •Aaron  Snow,  rq}ort  : 

That  said  Snow  has  furnished  your  conmiittee  with  satirfactory  evidence  | 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  that  three  several  certificates  were  issued 
in  his  favor  by  John  Pierce,  late  conmiissioner  of  army  accounts,  for  imli- 
tary  services  rendered  by  said  Snow  during  the  revolutionary  war,  namely: 
one  numbered  27094,  dated  January  1,  1764,  for  $4^;  and  onewaa-* 
bered  27873,  dated  January  20, 1784,  for  |l80  ;  and  one  numbered  31305, 
dated  March  1, 1784,  for  $86^  ;  and  that  said  certificates  remain  out- 
standing  and  unpaid  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury.  It  being  thus  made 
to  appear  that  said  Snow  has  never  received  the  amount  due  him  vepon 
these  certificates,  the  committee  herewith  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


Fbbkcart  26,  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Philip  Slaughter,  rqport : 

A  former  Conmiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instructed,  by  a  res- 
olution <rf  the  House  of  the  17th  December,  1827,  **to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  remunerating  Captain  Philip  Slaughter  for  his  services  in  the 
coMinental  army,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution;^'  who  reported, 
among  odier  matters,  that  "  Captain  Slaughter  did,  virtually,  continue  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war  ; 
that  he  was  a  meritorious  officer,  and,  from  the  character  given  him  by 
highly  respectable  witnesses,  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Government  all 
the  emoluments  to  which  officers  of  his  grade  were,  under  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  entitled ;"  and  the  committee  therewith  reported  a  bill  in  his 
favor,  allowing  him  five  years'  full  pay,  without  interest,  which  was  the 
commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life.    Had  this  bill,  as  reported  by  said 
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committee,  been  passed,  it  would  have  entitled  Captain  Slaughter  to  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  May,  1828,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution  ;"  but,  on  its  passage  through  the  House,  the  said  bill  was 
amended,  by  inserting  the  following  proviso :  "  Provided,  That  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  said  Slaughter  of  the  grant  herein  made  shall  be  in  Ueu 
of  any  claim  he  may  have,  imder  the  provisions  of  a  bill  passed  at  this 
session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution/  The  said  Slaughter  did,  after  the 
passage  of  said  act,  accept  the  grant  therein  made  to  him  ;  and  now  he 
comes  and  prays  that  the  subject  may  be  reconsidered  by  Congress,  and 
alleges  that  he  accepted  the  said  grant,  "  to  release  securities  from  dis- 
tressing embarrassments,  in  the  full  persuasion  that  the  rigor  and  hardship 
of  the  exclusion  of  which  he  complains  would  be  released,  in  a  spirit  of 
justice,  by  the  representatives  of  the  people/' 

Your  committee,  on  full  examination  of  the  subject,  do  most  entirely 
concur  in  die  report  of  the  former  committee,  above  referred  to,  and  ask 
that  the  same  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  report ;  and,  with  great 
deference  to  the  decision  of  a  former  Congress,  they  cannot  persuade 
themselves  out  of  the  belief  that  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  15th  May,  1828  ;  and 
they  very  respectfully  submit  whether  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be 
restored  to  an  equality  with  other  meritorious  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution.  Believing  that  he  ought,  the  committee  report  a  bill,  repeal- 
ling ihi^  proviso  above  cited. 


Mabch  22, 1830. 

The  CoTnmittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Ichabod  Ward,  rq^ort : 

That  the  petitioner  presents  and  asks  pay  for  a  certain  certificate  or 
indent  of  interest,  which  is  in  the  words  following : 

"Number  4174. 

<<  According  to  the  resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1784, 1  do  certify  that  there 
is  due  to  James  Sheldon,  or  bearer,  twenty  doUars  and  forty-five-nine- 
tieths, for  interest.  Given  at  the  loan  office  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
this  20th  day  of  December,  1785."    And  signed, 

"WM.  IMLAY,  C.  Z.  0.'' 

Which  certificate  is  proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the 
IVeasury  to  be  genuine,  and  outstanding  against  the  United  States. 

Sinee  the  term  limited  for  presenting  these  certificates  expired.  Con- 
gress has,  in  some  cases,  authorized  their  pa3ntnent  with  six  per  cent, 
interest ;  but  as  the  provisions  for  funding  them  confined  their  interest  to 
three  per  cent.,  ttie  committee  report  a  bill  in  this  case  allowing  three  per 
cent  only. 
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Februart  26y  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of  Jinn 
D.  Baylor  was  referred,  report : 

That  she  sets  forth  tlierein  that  she  is  the  widow  of  John  Walker  Bay- 
lor, decesised,  the  only  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Col.  George  Baylor,  late  of 
the  United  States  array  in  the  revolutionary  war,  deceeised ;  that  the  said 
Col.  Baylor,  in  his  lifetime,  held,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of,  certain  certifi- 
cates, issued  from  the  loan  office  of  the  United  States  in  Virginia  to  him, 
the  said  George  Baylor,  or  bearer,  which  have  never  been  paid;  and  that 
said  certificates  are  now,  of  right,  the  property  of  the  children  of  her,  the 
said  Ann,  and  John  Walker  Baylor,  aforesaid,  deceased. 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 2, 1830,  that  certificates  were  issu^  from  the  loan  office  aforesaid  to 
said  Col.  Baylor,  of  the  following  tenor  and  dates,  to  wit :  March  31, 1778, 
No.  3358  to  3363,  inclusive,  for  jl300  each,  and  equal  in  specie  to  Sl49it 
each ;  and  firom  No.  3366  to  3379,  inclusive,  for  ig300  each,  equal  in  specie 
to  vSl49»o  each;  and  from  No.  525  to  No.  528,  inclusive,  for  $500  each, 
and  equal  in  specie  to  $2495©  each;  and  amounting,  in  tlie  whole, in 
specie,  to  i83,994ff ;  and  that  these  certificates  remain  outstanding  and 
unpaid  by  the  United  States.  It  is,  moreover,  stated  by  the  petitioner, 
»  and  the  fact  is  well  known  and  admitted,  that  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  worn 
out  by  hard  and  perilous  service  during  the  whole  war,  did,  at  the  close 
of  it,  leave  the  country  on  a  sea  voyage,  and  in  the  year  1783  died,  in  the 
island  of  Barbadoes,  leaving  the  said  Jolm,  afterwards  the  husband  of  the 
petitioner,  then  an  infant  of  very  tender  age.  It  appears  by  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  that  he  bequeathed  these  certificates 
thereby,  and  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  expended  in  educating  his 
said  son,  and  such  other  child  (his  wife  being  pregnant)  as  might  be  bom 
to  him  afterwards.  Though  his  last  will  and  testament  was  received  by 
his  executors  from  Barbadoes,  yet  these  certificates,  beUeved  to  have  been 
there  with  him,  have  never  been  found. 

^  No  other  reason  than  what  may  be  suggested  by  these  facts  is  offered 
to  the  committee  to  account  for  the  delay  in  calling  tor  the  amount  of  this 
claim  before  this  time.  Be  that  as  it  may,  no  reason  can  be  given  why 
the  United  States  should  not  now  pay  the  same. 

The  question  of  interest  offers  some  difficulty.  It  may  be  said,  that  if 
the  principal  were  due  March  31, 1778,  then  the  interest  is  now  due  from 
that  time  to  the  present ;  aaid  that  the  United  States  having,  during  all 
*hat  time*,  paid  interest  quarterly  on  loans  to  a  great  amount,  cannot  now, 
with  any  justice,  refuse  to  pay  this  sum,  with  simple  interest,  firom  that  to 
the  present  time.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  funding  system,  except  a  few  yeeirs  during  the  last  war,  the 
United  States,  although  owing  large  amounts  on  loans,  yet  at  all  times 
had  in  the  Trisasury  money,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  amount  suffi- 
cient to  pay  this  demand,  or  so  much  thereof  as  would  have  been  due 
thereon,  according  to  the  terms  of  that  system,  had  these  certificates  been 
subscribed  to  the  loan  proposed  thereby,  for  making  provision  for  the 
domestic  debt  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  therefore,  considered  by  the 
committee,  that  the  same  justice  will  be  extended  to  this  claimant  as  has 
been  to  others,  the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  if  she  be  permitted  to 


sabnibe  to  said  loan  as  tmder  date  of  December  31^  1790,  vhesi  tbe  findt 
sabscription  was  made.    Whereupon  it  is 

Reaolvedj  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  ou^t  to  account 
with  the  petitioner  on  the  principles  aforesaid,  crediting  her  with  interest 
and  dividends  of  the  principal  of  said  certificates,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  same  had  been  subscribed  and  paid  into  the  loan  as  aforesaid,  btit 
allowing  no  interest  on  any  dividends  after  the  same  were  payaUe ;  and 
tfaata  l^  lor  her  rdief  accordingly  be  reported  to  the  House, 


Febkuart  36,  183a 

Tht  Committee  on  RBtyohitionary  Claims j  to  which  was  r^errtd  the 
claim  qf  Benjamin  Wells y  report: 

1st.  That  the  cUdmajot  states  in  his  petition  that  he  served  in  the  a&^^ 
C(f  deputy  commissary  of  issues  at  Montser  mill,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
jurmy  of  the  United  States,  during  the  rerolutionary  war,  imder  John 
Irvin,  deputy  commissary  general,  from  the  4th  day  of  March  until  tbe 
3l8t  day  of  December  in  the  year  1778,  and  furnished  a  laborer  in  that 
service  for  the  United  States  during  that  time  ;  and  that  he  received 
therefor  from  said  Irvin  igI64  6s,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1799,  in  conti- 
nental paper  money ;  and  that,  otherwise,  he  has  not  been  compensated 
(berefor.  In  proof  of  these  allegations,  the  claimant  produces  a  letter  of 
Johti  BurraU,  stating  that  the  amount  of  dS164  Ss.j  continental  nM>ney« 
was,  by  the  said  John  Irvin,  deputy  commissary  general,  charged  as  paid 
to  the  said  Wells,  for  the  services  done  and  fumi^ed  as  aforesaid,  in  the' 
continental  money  account  of  the  said  Irvin  against  the  United  States^ 
and  by  them  allowed  to  him. 

2d.  The  claimant  further  states  in  his  petition  aforesaid,  that  he  was 
afterwards  employ^  by  the  said  Irvin  to  sell  the  damaged  provisions 
then  in  said  magazine,  and  that  he  performed  that  service  for  the  United 
States ;  but  that  therefor,  and  for  the  expenses  by  him  incurred  therein, 
by  advertising  and  in  going  to  Pittsfield,  and  settling  with  said  Irvin,  and 
paying  the  money  over  unto  him,  he  has  never  received  any  compensa- 
tion. It  appeaxs  by  the  letter  aforesaid  of  J.  Burrall,  that  the  said  Irvin 
did  not  change  the  United  States  for  any  amount  paid  to  the  claimant  for 
these  last  services  and  expenses ;  for  no  allowance  does  appear  to  have 
I^n  made  to  him  on  that  account.  The  tune  of  doing  these  services^ 
thoi^h  not  precisely  stated,  appears  to  have  been  aftei*  the  first  service 
were  performed,  and  the  j£  164  5s.  received  by  the  claimant  He  pfiers^ 
in  proof^  a  receipt  for  the  sum  of  i63  49.  3dl,  signed  by  J.  Johnston,  for 
David  Dimcan,  dated  February  10, 1799,  and  purporting  to  have  been 
given  by  him  for  his  board,  while  settling  his  accounts  as  deputy  com? 
wssary  of  issues  with  die  commissioners.  No  other  evidence  of  this  part 
of  his  allegation  is  offered  by  the  claimant    ^ 

3d.  Tt^  claimant  states  that,  afterwards,  David  Duncan,  deputy  quarter* 
master  at  the  said  magazine,  employed  him  as  issuing  foragemastor,  for 
the  term  of  seven  months,  to  wit:  from  the  20th  November,  1779,  to  the 
^Oth  of  June,  1780.  TbesQ,  services  are  satisfactorily  proved  by  a  certifi- 
eafee  of  die  settlement  of  his  account  therefor  at  the  IVeasury*  Departmenl, 
in  due  form,  and  signed  by  Joseph  Nourse,  Register.  Herem  the  claimant 
30 
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'cers  of  the  army.  It  is  also  submitted  that  these  testimonials^  though  not 
imder  oath^  furnish  to  the  House  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  truth  of  those 
fistcts  which  are  contained  in  them  : 

MoRRisTOWNi  January  9, 1777. 

Mt  dear  Harrison  :  I  often  intended,  but  before  I  had  it  in  my  power 
forgot,  to  ask  you  whetlier  your  brother-in-law,  Major  Johnson,  would 
not,  in  your  opinion,  make  a  good  aid-de-camp  to  me.  I  know  it  is  a  ques- 
tion that  will  involve  you  in  some  diflSculty ,  but  I  beg  you  will  not  consid- 
er the  connexion  between  you  in  answering  of  it.  I  have  heard  that 
Major  Johnson  is  a  man  of  education  ;  I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  sense  : 
these  are  two  very  necessary  qualifications  ;  but  how  is  his  temper  ?  As 
to  military  knowledge,  I  do  not  expect  to  find  gentlemen  much  skilled  in 
it :  if  they  can  write  a  good  letter,  write  quick,  are  methodical  and  diU- 
gent,  it  is  aU  I  expect  to  find  in  my  aids.  Do  not,  therefore,  if  Major 
Johnson  possesses  these  qualities,  and  a  good  disposition,  withhold  (from 
false  modesty)  your  recommendation  ;  because,  in  that  case,  you  will  do 
him  injustice  and  me  a  disservice. 

If  you  think  Mr.  Johnson  will  suit  me  as  well  as  any  other,  I  should 
prefer  him ;  and,  therefore,  beg  that  he  may  be  sent  hither  immediately, 
as  Webb  only  waits  the  arrival  of  another  aid  to  set  out  for  Connecticut. 
I  am,  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

MoRRisTOWN,  January  10,  1777. 

My  dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  are  unsealed  letters  for  Baylor  and  Major 
Clough ;  let  every  thing  be  put  in  motion  agreeably  to  them  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  Clough  or  Stark,  or  both,  set  off  as  speedily  as  possible 
for  Virginia. 

If  Grayson  accepts  the  offer  of  a  regiment,  he  should  set  out  immedi- 
ately to  raise  it ;  in  doing  which,  he  will,  I  expect,  derive  great  assistance 
firom  Levin  Powell,  if  he  inclines  to  serve  as  lieutenant  colonel;  the  other 
officers,  imder  the  reserve  of  a  negative,  I  leave  to  themselves  to  name.. 
Young  Ross  I  shall  put  into  Gist's  regiment. 

Let  me  have  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Sheldon  ;  and  if  you 
could  let  me  know  exactly  how  the  matter  stands  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  I  am  blamed,  it  seems,  for  not  facilitating  that  matter  more. 
Take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  communicate  the  r«- 
leasements  that  have  come  out,  in  order  that  the  several  officers  concerned 
may  be  under  no  doubt  or  embarrassment  with  respect  to  the  part  they 
are  to  act. 

The  enclosed  came  to  me  from  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  I  send  it,  that, 
if  Grayson  thinks  proper  to  make  use  of  Captain  Kendall,  he  may.  Col- 
onel Lee  gives  a  good  character  of  him.  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present, 
than  that  I  am,  most  sincerely,  yours, 

^  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Send  me  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  General 
Lee.    I  hear  they  are  about  to  try  him  as  a  deserter. 
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MoRRisTOwif,  January  20,  1777. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir  :  Mr.  Johnson  (who  is  now  become  a  member  of  my 
family)  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  isth  last  night  I  beg  you  to  con- 
sult, and,  in  my  name,  advise  and  direct  such  measures  as  shall  appear 
most  effectual  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  small-pox.  When  I  recall  to 
mind  the  unhappy  situation  of  our  Northern  army  last  year,  I  shudder  at 
the  consequences  of  this  disorder,  if  some  vigorous  steps  are  not  taken  to 
stop  the  spreading  of  it.  Vigorous  measures  must  be  adopted  (however 
disagreeable  and  inconvenient  to  individuals)  to  remove  the  infected  and 
infection  before  we  feel  too  sensibly  the  effect 

I  wish  to  Heaven  the  expected  reinforcements  were  joined.  (Under  the 
rose  I  say  it,)  my  situation,  with  respect  to  numbers,  is  more  distressing 
than  it  has  ever  been  yet ;  and  at  a  time  wlien  the  enemy  are  assembling 
their  force  from  all  quarters,  no  doubt  with  a  view  either  to  route  this 
army,  or  to  remove  towards  Philadelphia,  as  I  cannot  suppose  them  so 
mudi  uninformed  of  our  strength  as  to  believe  they  are  acting  upon  a  de- 
fensive plan  at  this  hour. 

I  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  you  are  gettmg  better  of  your  com- 
plaints. I  would  not  wish  you  to  come  out  too  soon  ;  that  may  only  oc- 
casion a  relapse,  which  may  add  length  of  time  to  your  confinement 

Be  so  good  as  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Captain  Hamilton. 
Most  affectionately,  I  am  yours, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Doctor  Cochran  will  set  out  to-morrow  for  Newtown,  and  will 
assist  you  in  the  matters  before  mentioned,  relative  to  the  small-pox  people* 

Mount  Vernon,  November  18,  1781. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  few  days  previous  to  my  leaving  the  camp  before  Yorky 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of ultimo.     Thinking  I  should  see  you 

on  my  return,  I  postponed  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  till  now  I  de- 
spair of  that  pleasure,  being  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  for  Philadelphia, 
without  making  any  stay  on  the  road,  except  one  day  at  Annapolis,  if  the 
Governor  shotild  be  there. 

I  desired  Doctor  Draper,  who  came  to  this  place  with  me  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  proposed  being  at  Port  Tobacco  next  day,  to  let  you  know  I 
should  stay  a  few  days  at  home,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  you  ;  he  possi- 
bly did  not  go  there,  or  you  might  be  attending  the  courts. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  the  capituation  of  Com- 
wallis.  It  is  an  interesting  event,  and  may  be  productive  of  much  good, 
if  properly  improved  ;  but  if  it  should  be  the  means  of  relaxation,  and 
sink  us  into  supineness  and  security,  it  had  better  not  have  happened. 
Great  Britain,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  encouraged  by  the  impolicy 
of  .our  conduct  to  continue  the  war  ;  and  should  there  be  an  interference 
of  European  politics  in  her  favor,  peace  may  be  further  removed  from  us 
than  we  expect ;  while  one  thing  we  are  sure  of,  and  that  is,  that  the  only 
certain  way  to  obtain  peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Policy,  interest, 
economy,  all  unite  to  stimulate  the  States  to  fill  the  continental  battalions, 
and  provide  the  means  of  supporting  them.  I  hope  the  present  favorable 
moment  for  doing  it  will  not  be  neglected. 
29 
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Mr.  Custis^s  death  has  given  much  distress  in  this  family.  I  congratu- 
late you  on  your  late  change,  and  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

RoBEET  Hafson  Habrison,  Esq. 

Certificate  of  Services. — No.  300. 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

I  certify  that  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esquire,  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  continental  army,  entered  the  service  in  the  month  of  October,  1775, 
as  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  and  in  May  following  became  my  secretary, 
the  duties  of  which  offices  he  discharged  with  conspicuous  abilities  ;  that 
his  whole  conduct,  during  all  the  interesting  periods  of  war,  has  been 
marked  by  the  strictest  integrity,  and  the  most  attentive  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, while  by  personal  bravery  he  has  been  distinguished  on  several 
occasions. 

Given  at  headquarters,  this  25th  day  of  March,  1781. 

New  York,  September  28,  1789. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  adminis- 
tration  of  justice  is  the  strongest  cement  of  good  government,  did  it  not 
follow,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  first  organization  of  the  FedersJ  judiciary 
is  essential  to  the  happiness  of  our  country,  and  to  the  stability  of  our  po- 
litical system. 

Under  this  impression,  it  has  been  the  invariable  object  of  my  anxious 
solicitude,  to  select  the  fittest  characters  to  expound  the  laws  and  dispense 
justice.  To  tell  you  that  this  sentiment  has  ruled  me  in  your  nomination 
to  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States,  would  be  but  to 
repeat  opinions  with  which  you  are  already  well  acquainted ;  opinions 
which  meet  a  just  coincidence  in  the  public  mind. 

Your  friends  and  your  fellow-citizens,  anxious  for  the  respect  of  the 
court  to  which  you  are  appointed,  will  be  happy  to  learn  your  acceptance, 
and  no  one  among  them  will  be  more  so  than  mysel£ 

As  soon  as  the  acts,  which  are  necessary  accompaniments  of  the  ap- 

? ointments,  can  be  got  ready,  you  will  receive  official  notice  of  the  latter, 
'his  letter  is  only  to  be  considered  as  an  early  communication  of  my  senti- 
ments on  this  occasion,  and  as  a  testimony  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  am  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
The  Hon.  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

New  York,  November  25, 1789. 
My  DEAR  Sir  :  Since  my  return  from  my  tour  through  the  Eastern 
States,  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  to- 
gether with  the  commission  which  had  been  sent  to  you  as  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
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r  find  that  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  decline  the  appoint- 
metH  rests  on  an  idea  that  the  judicial  act  will  remain  unahered.  Bat  in 
respect  to  that  circumstance,  I  may  suggest  to  you,  that  such  a  change  in 
tfie  system  is  contemplated,  and  deemed  expedient,  by  many  in  as  well  as 
out  of  Congress,  as  would  permit  you  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  your 
private  affairs  as  your  present  station  does. 

As  the  first  court  will  not  sit  until  the  first  Monday  in  February,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  return  your  commission,  not  for  the  sake  of  urging  you 
to  accept  it,  contrary  to  your  interest  or  convenience,  but  with  a  view  of 
giving  you  a  further  opportunity  of  informing  yourself  of  the  nature  and 
probability  of  the  change  alluded  to.  This  you  would  be  able  to  do,  with 
the  less  risk  of  mistake,  if  you  should  find  it  convenient  to  pass  some  time 
here,  when  a  considerable  number  of  members  ofi)oth  Houses  of  Congress 
ahall  have  assemWed  ;  and  this  might  be  done  before  it  would  beowne 
indispensable  to  fill  the  place  offered  to  you.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  your 
determination  is  absolutely  fixed,  you  can,  without  much  trouble,  send 
back  the  commission  under  cover. 

Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  candid  part  which  I  wish  to  act  on  all  occa- 
sions, you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute  my  conduct 
in  this  particular  instance  to  the  proper  motives,  when  I  assure  you  that 
I  would  not  have  written  this  letter  if  I  had  imagined  it  would  produce 
any  new  embarrassments.  On  the  contrary,  you  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  whatever  determination  may  be  consonant 
to  your  best  judgment,  and  most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  regard,  your  most 
obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  As  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  the  determination  of 
the  odier  associate  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
i^orm  you  that  all  of  them  have  accepted  their  appointments. 

Bladensbttbg,  January  21, 1790. 

My  deak  Sir  :  I  left  home  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  view  of  making 
a  journey  to  New  York,  and,  after  being  several  days  detained  at  Alex- 
andria by  indisposition,  came  thus  far  on  the  way.  I  now,  unhappily, 
find  myself  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  be  able  to  proceed  farther.  From 
this  unfortunate  event,  and  the  apprehension  that  my  indisposition  may 
continue,  I  pray  you  to  consider  that  I  cannot  accept  the  appointment  of 
associate  judge,  with  which  I  have  been  honored.  What  I  do,  my  dear 
sir,  is  the  result  of  the  most  painful  and  distressing  necessity. 

I  entreat  that  you  will  receive  the  warmest  returns  of  my  gratitude  for 
the  distinguidied  proofs  I  have  had  of  your  flattering  and  invaluable  es- 
teem and  confidence,  and  that  you  will  believe  that  I  am,  and  shall  always 
remain,  with  the  most  affectionate  attachment,  my  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON. 

(Endorsed  "Private.'') 
The  Frbsibent  cf  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Harrison  lived  to  return  home,  and  died  in  March  following. 
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My  happy  intimacy  at  headquarters,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
a  mutual  friendship  with  Colonel  R.  H.  Harrison,  have  enabled  me  to 
witness  Ids  high  virtues,  distinguished  abilities,  important  services,  as  well 
as  the  very  great  share  he  had  in  the  confidence,  affection,  and  gratitude  . 
of  General  Washington. 

While  1  had  lived  in,  and  during  my  ensuing  intercourse  with,  the  miU- 
tary  family  of  which  I  am  proud  to  have  ever  been,  considered  as  a  mem* 
ber,  I  have  seen  Colonel  Harrison  uitrusted  with  every  secret,  consulted 
in  every  emergency,  employed  on  opportunities  where  patriotism  and  tal- 
ents were  most  required  ;  and  although,  at  the  time  of  the  colonePs  re- 
treat, I  was  employed  on  a  separate  conmiand  in  Virginia,  I  may  attest 
that  his  brother  soldiers  regarded  him  as  an  officer  on  furlough,  ready  to  i 
reassume  his  post  in  case  his  health  would  allow  it.  So  far,  at  least, 
goes  my  general  recollection,  and  the  remembrance  of  General  Washing- 
ton's own  expressions,  that,  if  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Congress,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  give  a  favorable  vote  on  that  subject 

And,  in  case  there  is  an  application  made  before  the  State  Legislature, 
in  behalf  of  Colonel  Harrison's  children,  I  wish  it  may  not  appear  too 
presuming  from  a  survivor  of  the  headquarters  of  those  early  times,  to  say  i 
that  a  mark  of  satisfaction  to  the  memory  of  their  excellent  father,  gratify- ' 
ing,  as  it  cannot  fail  to  be,  to  the  ^  actual  veterans  of  the  revolutionary  i 
army,  would  not  have  been  less  gratefully  applauded  by  those  who  are 
departed,  namely,  by  our  venerated  commander-in-chief.  j 

LAFAYETTE. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  late  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  in  our 
revolutionary  war,  were  of  that  distinguished  character,  as  to  be  known  to 
the  whole  army,  to  the  Congress  who  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and,  in  general,  to  the  American  people.  In  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  being  a  neighbor  of  General  Washington's,  and  well  known  to 
him,  he  was  invited  by  the  general  to  join  him  as  aid-de-camp  and  prin- 
cipal secretary,  and  he  served  in  that  station  with  as  pure  and  unsullied 
a  famo  as  any  person  ever  enjoyed.  In  all  the  actions  in  which  General 
Washington  commanded.  Colonel  Harrison  was  present,  near  the  person 
of  the  general,  and  exposed  with  him  to  equal  danger.  He  assisted,  as  I 
have  always  imderstood,  in  the  councils  of  war,  where  his  opinions  were 
highly  respected.  He  was  the  faithful  depositary  of  the  secret  counsels  of 
the  (General,  of  the  confidential  conunimications  to  him  from  Congress,  of 
the  military  movements  that  were  intended  to  be  made,  and  of  all  those 
secret  counsels,  on  the  preservation  of  which  the  success  of  the  army,  and 
of  the  Revolution  itself,  depended  ;  and  he  was  a  most  virtuous,  able,  and 
active  agent,  in  promoting  every  measure  that  was  decided  on. 

In  the  most  gloomy  periods  of  the  Revolution,  he  was  firm,  persevering, 
and  undaunted.  I  particularly  remember  that,  in  the  ever-memorable  Ire- 
treat  through  Jersey,  his  example,  in  aid  of  that  of  the  illustrious  com- 
mander-in-chief, cheered  the  drooping  spirits  of  others,  and  animated  them 
to  action.  No  person  was  more  brave  than  Colonel  Harrison,  none  more 
faithful ;  and,  I  say  with  confidence,  that  few,  very  few,  rendered  more 
important  services  to  their  country.  Had  he  sought  promotion  in  the 
army,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  might  easily  have  obtained  it ;  but 
he  had  no  such  ambition.    To  be  eminently  useful  in  the  station  which 
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he  held,  was  the  sole  object  of  his  heart.  It  is  impossible  to  look  back  to 
this  eTcntfiri  period,  and  especially  to  the  great  achievements  of  the  army, 
in  which  he  sustained  so  distinguished  and  useful  a  part,  by  the  various, 
important,  and  complicated  duties  he  had  to  perform,  without  being  deeply 
impressed  wjth  a  sense  of  his  rare  merit,  and  acknowledging,  with  grati-  , 
tude,  his  very  important  services.  He  did  not  leave  the  army  untu  the 
liberties  of  his  country  were  secured  ;  nor  then,  till  his  constitution  had 
received  a  severe  shock.  No  sooner,  however,  was  an  opportunity  af- 
forded to  the  late  conmiander-in-chief,  than  he  seized  it,  to  bestow  on  him 
a  new  and  strong  proof  of  his  confidence  and  attachment,  as  well  as  of  his 
high  respect  for  his  merit.  On  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  when  General  Washington  was  called  to  the  head  of 
the  Government,  he  appointed  Colonel  Harrison  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  His  constitution,  however,  was  too  far  ex- 
hausted to  permit  him  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  that  office.  He  set  out  to 
undertake  tiiem,  but  did  liot  survive  the  effort. 

I  certify  these  facts,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  them  in  their  most 
important  circumstances,  having  served  myself,  in  our  revolutionary  war, 
three  campaigns — those  of  1776, 1777,  and  1778 ;  in  the  first  as  a  Ueuten- 
ant  in  the  third  Virginia  regiment,  and  in  the  two  last  as  aid-de-camp  to 
Major  General  Lord  StirUng  ;  and  they  were  afterwards  known  to  me,  in 
common  with  other  citizens  who  enjoyed  pubUc  trusts,  by  which  they  be- 
came acquainted  with  public  afiairs.  The  documents,  however,  of  the 
late  army,  and  of  the  Congress,  wiU  sufficiently  prove  the  facts.  Of  the 
recompense  which  Colonel  Harrison  received  for  his  important  services,  I 
can  say  little  :  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  he  received  nothing  more 
than  his  pay  by  the  month,  depreciated  as  it  was  when  received.  He 
was  among  the  most  diffident  and  modest  of  men,  and  the  last  to  set  up  a 
pretension,  or  to  make  any  claim  for  his  services. 

Given  imder  my  hand,  at  Washington,  this . 

JAS.  MONROE. 

The  two  following  certificates  are,  in  like  manner,  made  a  part  of  this 
repcwrt,  to  show  that  Colonel  Harrison  never  resigned  his  office  in  the  army, 
nor  received  the  commutatipn  due  to  him  in  virtue  of  his  services,  and  by 
the  laws  in  such  cases  provided  by  the  continental  Congress  : 

Theasury  Department, 
Register's  Office^  December  24,  1822. 
I  certify  that,  having  carefully  examined  the  records  of  the  Treasury, 
in  relation  to  Uie  commutation  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu-* 
tionary  army,  it  is  ascertained  that  Colonel  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  sec- 
retary and  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency  (Jeneral  Washington,  did  not  re- 
ceive commutation  for  five  years*  full  pay. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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War  Dspa&tmbnt, 

January  I5j  1823. 
I  certify  that  the  records  of  this  office  do  not  furnish  any  information 
relative  to  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison,  who  was  aid- 
de-camp  and  secretary  to  General  Washington  dnring  the  revolutionary 
wan 

C.  VANDEVENTER, 
Chief  Clerk  War  Department. 

Whereupon  the  committee  resolve  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer  be  granted,  and  that  a  biB  for  that  par- 
pose  be  herewith  reported  to  the  House. 


Febbuary  9, 1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  r^erred  the 
petition  of  Aaron  Snow,  report : 

That  said  Snow  has  furnished  your  committee  with  satirfactory  evidence 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  that  three  several  certificates  were  issued 
in  his  favor  by  John  Pierce,  late  conmiissioner  of  army  accoimts,  for  wiii- 
tary  services  rendered  by  said  Snow  during  the  revolutionary  war,  namely : 
one  numbered  27094,  dated  January  1,  1784,  for  $4m;  and  one  Bum-. 
bered  27373,  dated  January  20, 1784,  for  1^80 ;  and  one  numbered  31305, 
dated  March  1, 1784,  for  i886|^  ;  and  that  said  certificates  remain  out^ 
standing  and  unpaid  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury.  It  being  thus  made 
to  appear  that  said  Snow  has  never  received  the  amount  due  him  v^n 
these  certificates,  the  committee  herewith  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


Fbbauart  26, 1830.. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  wcls  r^erred  the 
manorial  of  Philip  Slaughter,  report : 

A  former  Conmiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instructed,  by  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  the  17th  December,  1827,  "to  inquire  into  Ae 
propriety  of  remunerating  Captain  Philip  Slaughter  for  his  services  in  the 
contineiital  army,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution;*'  who  reported, 
among  odter  matters,  that  "  Captain  Slaughter  did,  virtually,  continue  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war  ; 
that  he  was  a  meritorious  officer,  and,  from  the  character  given  him  by 
highly  respectable  witnesses,  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Government  aU 
the  emolmnents  to  which  officers  of  his  grade  were,  under  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  entitled ;"  and  the  committee  therewith  reported  a  bill  in  his 
favor,  allowing  him  five  years*  full  pay,  without  interest,  which  was  the 
commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life.    Had  this  bill,  as  reported  by  said 
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committee,  been  passed,  it  would  have  entitled  Captain  Slaughter  to  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  May,  1828,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution ;''  but,  on  its  passage  through  the  House,  the  said  bill  was 
amendedy  by  inserting  the  following  proviso :  "  Providedy  That  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  said  Slaughter  of  the  grant  herein  made  shall  be  in  Ueu 
of  any  claim  he  may  have,  under  the  provisions  of  a  biU  passed  at  this 
session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.'  The  said  Slaughter  did,  after  the 
passage  of  said  act,  accept  the  grant  therein  made  to  him  ;  and  now  he 
comes  and  prays  that  the  subject  may  be  reconsidered  by  Congress,  and 
alleges  that  he  accepted  the  said  grant,  "  to  release  securities  from  dis- 
tressing embarrassments,  in  the  full  persuasion  that  the  rigor  and  hardship 
of  the  exclusion  of  which  he  complains  would  be  released,  in  a  spirit  of 
justice,  by  the  representatives  of  the  people.'' 

Your  committee,  on  full  examination  of  the  subject,  do  most  entirely 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  former  committee,  above  referred  to,  and  ask 
that  the  same  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  report ;  and,  with  great 
deference  to  the  decision  of  a  former  Congress,  they  cannot  persuade 
themselves  out  of  the  belief  that  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  15th  May,  1828  ;  and 
they  very  respectfully  submit  whether  Captain  Slaughter  ought  not  to  be 
restored  to  an  equality  with  other  meritorious  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution.  Believing  that  he  ought,  the  committee  report  a  bill,  repeal- 
ling the  proviso  above  cited. 


Mauch  22,  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claimsy  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Ichabod  Ward,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  presents  and  asks  pay  for  a  certain  certificate  or 
indent  of  interest,  which  is  in  the  words  following : 

«  Number  4174. 

"According  to  the  resolution  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1784, 1  do  certi^  that  there 
is  due  to  James  Sheldon,  or  bearer,  twenty  dollars  and  forty-five-nine- 
tietbs,  for  interest.  Given  at  the  loan  office  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
tllis  20th  day  of  December,  1785."    And  signed, 

"WM.  IMLAY,  C.  Z.  OJ' 

Which  certificate  is  proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the 
TYeasury  to  be  genuine,  and  outstanding  against  the  United  States. 

Since  the  term  limited  for  presenting  these  certificates  expired,  Con- 
gress has,  in  some  cases,  authorized  their  payment  with  six  per  cent, 
interest ;  but  as  the  provisions  for  funding  them  confined  their  interest  to 
three  per  cent,  the  committee  report  a  bill  in  this  case  allowing  three  per 
cent  only. 
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Fbbkuart  26y  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of  Ann 
D,  Baylor  was  referred^  report : 

That  she  sets  forth  ttierein  that  she  is  the  widow  of  John  Walker  Bay- 
lor, deceased,  the  only  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Col.  George  Baylor,  late  of 
the  United  States  army  in  the  revolutionary  war,  deceased ;  that  the  said 
CoL  Baylor,  in  his  lifetime,  held,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of,  certain  certifi- 
cates, issued  from  the  loan  office  of  the  United  States  in  Virginia  to  him, 
the  said  George  Baylor,  or  bearer,  which  have  never  been  paid;  and  that 
said  certificates  are  now,  of  right,  the  property  of  the  children  of  her,  the 
said  Ann,  and  John  Walker  Baylor,  aforesaid,  deceased. 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 2, 1830,  that  certificates  were  issued  from  the  loan  office  aforesaid  to 
said  Col.  Baylor,  of  the  following  tenor  and  dates,  to  wit :  March  31, 1778, 
No.  3358  to  3363,  inclusive,  for  |I300  each,  and  equal  in  specie  to  J8l49if 
each;  and  firom  No.  3366  to  3379,  inclusive,  for  tf 300  eacli, equal  in  specie 
to  $1,499^  each;  and  from  No.  525  to  No.  528,  inclusive,  for  $500  each, 
and  equal  in  specie  to  |!249ji  each ;  and  amounting,  in  the  whole,  in 
specie,  to  2>3,994^ ;  and  that  these  certificates  remain  outstanding  and 
unpaid  by  the  United  States.  It  is,  moreover,  stated  by  the  petitioner, 
.  and  the  fact  is  well  known  and  admitted,  that  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  worn 
out  by  hard  and  perilous  service  during  the  whole  war,  did,  at  the  close 
of  it,  leave  the  country  on  a  sea  voyage,  and  in  the  year  1783  died,  in  the 
island  of  Barbadoes,  leaving  the  said  John,  afterwards  the  husband  of  the 
petitioner,  then  an  infant  of  very  tender  age.  It  appears  by  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  the  said  Col.  Baylor,  that  he  bequeathed  these  certificates 
thereby,  and  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  expended  in  educating  his 
said  son,  and  such  other  child  (his  wife  being  pregnant)  as  might  be  bom 
to  him  afterwards.  Though  his  last  will  and  testament  was  received  by 
his  executors  from  Barbadoes,  yet  these  certificates,  beUeved  to  have  been 
there  with  him,  have  never  been  found. 

.  No  other  reason  than  what  may  be  suggested  by  these  facts  is  offered 
to  the  committee  to  account  for  the  delay  in  calling  for  the  amount  of  this 
claim  before  this  time.  Be  that  as  it  may,  no  reason  can  be  given  why 
the  United  States  should  not  now  pay  the  same. 

The  question  of  interest  offers  some  difficulty.  It  may  be  said,  that  if 
the  principal  were  due  March  31, 1778,  then  the  interest  is  now  due  from 
that  time  to  the  present ;  and  that  the  United  States  having,  during  all 
that  time,  paid  interest  quarterly  on  loans  to  a  great  amount,  cannot  now, 
with  any  justice,  refuse  to  pay  this  sum,  with  simple  interest,  from  that  to 
the  present  time.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  funding  system,  except  a  few  years  during  the  last  war,  the 
United  States,  although  owing  large  amounts  on  loans,  yet  at  all  times 
had  in  the  Triiasury  money,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  amount  suffi- 
cient to  pay  this  demand,  or  so  much  thereof  as  would  have  been  due 
thereon,  according  to  the  terms  of  that  system,  had  these  certificates  been 
subscribed  to  the  loan  proposed  thereby,  for  making  provision  for  the 
domestic  debt  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  therefore,  considered  by  the 
committee,  that  the  same  justice  will  be  extended  to  this  claimant  as  has 
been  to  others,  the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  if  she  be  permitted  to 


sobteribe  to  said  loan  as  under  data  of  Deoamber  31^  1790,  wheft  tbe  finft 
subscription  was  made.    Whereupon  it  is 

JRegolved,  That  die  accounting  officers  of  tbe  Treasury  ought  to  account 
with  tbe  petitioner  on  the  principles  aforesaid,  crediting  her  with  interest 
and  dividends  of  the  principal  of  said  certificates^  in  the  same  manner  aa 
if  the  same  had  been  subscribed  and  paid  into  the  loan  as  aforesaid,  but 
allowing  no  interest  on  any  dividends  after  the  some  were  payable ;  and 
that  a  bill  for  her  relief  accordingly  be  reported  to  the  House. 


FsBBUAar  26,  1830. 

7%e  Committee  on  Revohitionary  daims,  to  which  was  rtferr^d  the 
claim  of  Benjamin  Wells  ^  report: 

1st  That  the  claimant  states  in  his  petition  that  he  served  in  the  oA^ca) 
d  deputy  commissary  of  issues  at  Montser  mill,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  under  John 
Irvin,  depu^  commissary  general,  from  the  4th  day  of  March  until  tlia 
Slst  day  of  December  in  the  year  1778,  and  furnished  a  laborer  in  that 
service  for  d^  United  States  during  that  time  ;  and  that  he  received 
therefor  from  said  Irvin  £IQA  Ss.  on  the  9th  of  January,  1799,  in  conti- 
nental paper  money ;  and  tha^  otherwise,  he  has  not  been  compensated 
therefor.  In  proof  of  these  'allegations,  the  claimant  produces  a  letter  of 
Jobtk  Burrali,  stating  that  the  amount  of  jS164  5&,  continental  moneyw 
was,  by  the  said  John  Irvin,  deputy  commissary  general,  charged  as  paid 
to  the  said  Wells,  for  the  services  done  and  furnished  as  aforesaid,  in  the' 
continental  money  account  of  the  said  Irvin  against  the  United  States^ 
and  by  them  allowed  to  him. 

2d.  The  claimant  further  states  in  his  petition  aforesaid,  that  he  was 
afterwards  employ^  by  the  said  Irvin  to  sell  the  damaged  provisions 
then  in  said  magazine,  and  that  he  performed  that  service  for  the  United 
States ;  but  that  therefor,  and  for  the  expenses  by  him  incurred  therein, 
by  advertising  and  in  going  to  Pittsfield,  and  settling  with  said  Irvin,  an4 
paying  titie  money  over  unto  him,  be  has  never  received  any  compensa- 
tion. It  appears  by  the  letter  aforesaid  of  J.  Burrall,  that  the  said  Ii*vin 
did  not  chani;e  the  United  States  for  any  amount  paid  to  tbe  claimant  (ot 
these  last  services  and  ejqpenses  $  for  no  allowance  does  appear  to  have 
l^een  made  to  him  on  that  account  The  time  of  doing  these  services^ 
though  not  precisely  stated,  appears  to  have  been  aftei:  the  first  services 
were  peiibrmed,  and  the  iS  164  6s.  received  by  the  claimant  He  pfiers^ 
in  proo^  a  receipt  for  the  sum  of  £3  4s.  3d.y  signed  by  J.  Johnston,  for 
David  Ihmcan,  dated  February  10, 1799,  and  purporting  to  have  been 
given  by  him  for  his  board,  while  settling  his  accounts  as  deputy  comr 
iBissary  of  issues  with  &e  commissioners.  No  other  evidence  of  this  part 
of  his  allegation  is  offered  by  the  claimant    ^ 

3d.  The  claimant  states  tibat,  afterwards,  David  Duncan,  deputy  quarter- 
master at  the  said  magazine,  employed  him  as  issuing  foragemaster,  for 
the  term  of  seven  moiUhs,  to  wit:  from  the  20th  November,  1779,  to  the 
S9th  of  June,  1780.  Theses  services  are  satisfactorily  proved  by  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  settlement  of  his  account  therefor  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
ia  dae  fomi)  and  signed  by  Joseph  Nourse,  Register.  Herein  the  claimant 
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own  perional  knowleclge.  In  addtCton  to  this  eridence,  he  is  found  to 
have  been  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  May  15,  1828,  the  ad- 
mission to  which  depends  upon  his  having  served  in  the  continental  Une 
to  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  oomraittee  have  therefore  no  doubt  of  bis  being  entitled  to  coa- 
■mtation  of  half  pay  for  life  ;  and,  as  this  appears  never  to  have  beei 
paid,  a  bill  is  reported  for  his  relief. 


December  17,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  It  evolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Francis  and  Judith  Taylor,  having  considered  the  same, 
report: 

That  the  petitioners  state  that  Heniy  Field,  the  father  of  Judith  Tay- 
lor, entered  at  a  very  early  period  into  the  revolutionary  army,  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  continental  line  ;  that  while  in  the  service,  about  the 
close  of  the  year  1777,  or  the  beginning  of  1778,  he  died,  leaving  the 
said  Judith  and  her  sister  Elizabeth,  both  infants,  and  his  only  children; 
and  that  previous  to  his  death,  his  wife,  their  mother,  had  died.  They 
also  state  that,  about  the  vear  1795,  the  said  Elizabeth  departed  this  life, 
unmarried  and  childless,  leaving  the  said  Judith,  who  about  that  time  io- 
termarried  with  the  petitioner,  Francis  Taylor,  the  sole  heir  and  repre- 
sentative of  Lieutenant  Field.  The  object  of  the  petition  is  to  obtain  the 
seven  years'  half  pay,  the  promise  of  which  was,  by  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  24th  of  August,  1780,  extended  to  the  widows,  or,  if  do 
widow,  to  the  children  of  such  ofiioers  as  had  died,  or  might  thereaAer 
die,  in  the  service  ;  no  part  of  which  has  been,  they  allege,  in  any  man- 
ner received  by  them  or  the  said  Elizabeth. 

All  these  statements  are  sufficiently  proven  by  the  depositions  and 
other  papers  accompanying  the  petition.  The  claim  was  first  brought 
before  Congress  in  1804 ;  and  the  committee,  satisfied  that  there  was  at 
least  as  good  reason  for  the  delay  in  presenting  as  there  has  been  for 
the  delay  in  allowing  it,  feel  no  hesitation  in  reporting  a  bill  granting  the 
amount  of  the  seven  years'  half  pay,  with  such  interest  as  would  bare 
accrued  thereon  if  it  had  been  regularly  funded  under  the  act  of  1790. 

They  therefore  present  the  accompanying  bill. 


December  19, 1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Starling  Claiborne,  report : 

The  petitioner  is  thci  son  and  administrator  of  Buller  Claiborne,  ^ 
eeased.  He  states  that  his  father  was  an  officer  of  the  Revolution,  and 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war  in  die  Virginia  line  on  continental  estab- 
lishment ;  that  he  held  the  rank  of  captain  or  of  brigade  major,  or  of 
both ;  that  neither  he  as  administrator,  nor  the  heirs  of  the  said  BoU^ 
Claiborne,  have  ever,  at  any  time,  received,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
tilt  fiMMaiitsilon  pigr  fro»  the  Federal  Qgyerniaal  to  whkh  their  fcAer 


was  JtMtly  entided,  accordiDg  to  the  Tarious  resotutkms  of  Congrew  on 
that  subject.  He  asks  that  a  law  may  be  passed  granting  this  commuta* 
tion. 

It  appears,  from  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  committee,  that  the 
principal  facts  alleged  bj  the  petitioner  are  amply  sustained.  Joseph 
Jones,  John  Crawford,  Henry  Tatum,  and  others,  testify  that  Bullet 
Claiborne  entered  tb^  army  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establish- 
ment in  the  year  1775,  as  a  lieutenant ;  that  he  was  promoted  to  a  cap- 
taincy ;  that  he  became  an  aid  to  General  Lincoln ;  and  that  they  be- 
lieved him  to  have  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Captain  George  Blake 
Moore  certifies  that  he  knew  him  at  Springfield  and  at  Valley  Forge ; 
that  he  was  brigade  major,  and  he  thinks  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Robert  Rives,  senior,  declares  that  he  entered  the  service  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  continued  during  the  war,  an()  he  believes 
on  continental  establishment.  General  Robert  Porterfield  testifies  that  he 
knew  BuUer  Claiborne  as  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary  army ;  that  he 
acted  as  a  brigade  major,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The  auditor 
of  Virginia  states  that  his  name  appears  as  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  con- 
tinental line,  on  a  list  of  such  officers  in  his  office,  and  the  register  of 
the  Virginia  land  office,  that  Buller  Claiborne  was  entitled  to,  and  that 
hb  heirs  received,  the  proportion  of  land  allowed  to  a  captain  of  the  Vir- 
ginia continental  line,  for  eight  years'  service. 

The  committee,  believing  the  proof  sufficient  that  Buller  Claiborne 
served  as  an  officer  of  the  Revolution  on  continental  establishment,  with 
the  rank  of  a  captain,  acting  occasionally  as  a  brigade  major,  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  report  a  bill  giving  the  commutation  of  half  pay  asked  for  to 
his  legal  representatives,  it  not  having  been  heretofore  paid,  as  would 
appear  from  a  certificate  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 


Deckmbbr  20,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  residuary  legatees  of  Major  Everard  Meade,  *  deceased, 
report : 

That  a  bill  was  reported  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  at  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-second  Congress^ 
which  was  not  definitively  acted  on.  The  committee  have  examined  the 
report  made  on  the  7th  of  July,  1832,  and,  concurring  therewith,  adopt 
it  as  a  part  of  this  report,  and  report  a  bill  in  all  particulars  similar  to 
that  heretofore  reported. 

JuLT  7,  1832. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  residuary  legatees  of  Major  Everard  Meade,  deceased, 
report : 

The  petitioners  represent  that  their  father,  the  late  Major  Everard 
Meade,  early  ip  the  revolutionary  war,  entered  into  the  continental 
service,  in  the  Virginia  Ime,  as  a  captain ;  that  he  was  afterwards  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  said  service  ;  that  be  continued  therein 
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lo  ike  Mid  of  the  war ;  that  he  neyer  received  half  pay  for  life,  or  com-^ 
mutation  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  thej  pray  that  the  five  years'  full  pay  diM 
to  their  father,  with  such  interest  thereon  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable, 
may  be  granted  Co  them.    The  Second  Auditor  states  that  it  appears  from 
ibe  general  account  books  of  the  revolutionary  army,  on  file  in  bis 
office,  that  Everard  Meade,  stated  to  be  an  aid-de-camp,  was  in  service 
in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  but  that  those  books  do  not  show  bow  or 
when  he  left  the  service.     That  the  records  of  (he  Virginia  line  do  not 
show  that  he  received  the  commutation,  or  that  he  was  returned  as  en- 
titled thereto.    In  a  petition  presented  by  the  widow  of  Major  Meade  to 
the  Virginia  Legislature,  a  more  minute  and  detailed  account  is  given  of 
bis  rank  in  the  army,  and  of  his  services  during  the  war,  than  in  the 
petition  of  the  residuary  legatees.    It  is  there  stated  that  he  entered  into 
the  continental  army  as  a  captain  in  the  2d  regiment  of  infantry,  in  the 
spring  of  1775;  in  which  regiment  he  continued  until  1777,  when  he 
was    appointed  an  aid-de-camp  to    Major  General  Lincoln.     That  be 
served  as  aid,  with  the  rank  of  major,  until  the  fall  of  Charleston,  early 
.  in  1780.     That  he  was  afterwards  a  colonel  in  a  legion  authorized  to  be 
raised  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Alexander  Spotswood.     That,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  enlisting  men, 
the  legion  never  was  filled  ;  but  that  the  officers  thereof  were  held  in 
readiness  to  take  command  of  draughted  militia  when  required.     That 
her  late  husband  did  actually  command  a  regiment  in  1780,  1781,  and 
1782.     That  he  claimed  the  rank  of  major  at  the  end  of  the  war,  under 
a  belief  that,  as  the  legion  never  tvas  filled,  the  officers  thereof  could  not 
claim  their  rank  in  it.     Several  letters  and  documents  are  produced  to 
support  this  statement.     Among  them  are  two  letters  from  Major  Gen- 
eral  Steuben,  one  dated  21st  of  April,  1781,  addressed  to  Everard 
Meade,  Esq.,  colonel  in  General  Spotswood's  legion ;  the  other  June  21st, 
the  year  omitted,  but  doubtless  in  the  same  year  as  the  former  one,  but 
without  any  designation  of  rank.     Also  two  letters  from  H.   Baylies, 
addressed  to  Colonel  Everard  Meade,  one  d^ted  November  6,  1781,  the 
other  February  3,  1782.     From  these  letters,  as  well  as  one  from  Gen- 
eral Lincoln  to  Major  Meade,  dated  August,  1782,  it  appears  that  the  lat- 
ter was  engaged  in  military  duties  in  the  year  1781,  and  that  much  reli- 
ance was  placed  on  his  zeal  and  capacity  by  Major  General  Steuben. 
General  Charles  Scott,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Colonel  Everard  Meade, 
dated  30th  December,  1783,  enclosing  a  certificate  for  the  highest  rank 
which  Major  Meade  claimed,  charges  him  with  neglect  to  himself  in  not 
asking  more,  and  that  he  must  have  been  entitled  to  a  higher  rank  than 
a  majority  at  the  t^me  of  his  leaving  the  service. 

The  register  of  the  land  office  in  Virginia  certifies  that  a  military  land 
bounty  warrant  for  5,333^  acres,  bearing  date  February  20,  1784, 
issued  to  Everard  Meade,  as  a  major  of  the  continental  line,  for  three 
years'  service.  It  appears  by  an  official  certificate  from  the  auditor's 
office  of  Virginia,  that  on  the  30th  of  October,  1783,  a  certificate  issued 
to  Everard  Meade,  major  of  infantry,  for  £594,  agreeably  to  an  act  of 
Assembly  of  that  State,  passed  November  session,  1781,  which  provided 
that  the  whole  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  in  continental  service  should  be  made  equal  to  specie  from 
the  first  of  January,  1777,  to  the  last  of  December,  1781.     That  Ever- 
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trd  Meade  becaae  a  ^supeniameraiy  offieer  ia  shown  hj  the  certificate 
of  George  W.  Munford,  keeper  of  the  rolls  of  Virginia,  stating  that  it 
appears  in  a  list  of  resigned  and  supernumerary  officers  of  the  Virginia 
continental  and  State  troops,  filed  in  his  office,  that  Captain  Everard 
Meade  is  enrolled  as  a  supernumerary  officer ;  and  that  his  name  docs 
■ot  appear  in  the  column  containing  such  officers  as  resigned. 

The  committee  believe  that  Everard  Meade  was  entitled,  as  a  super- 
MMBerary  officer,  to  claim  the  benefit  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
March '22d,  178S,  of  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  captain,  in  lieu  of  iialf  pay 
Cor  life.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  legal  represenutives  is  reporte4 
accordingly. 


Dko£MB£r  20,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Wallace,  deceased,  report: 

That  they  have  examined  the  documents  upon  which  the  claim  is 
founded,  and  also  the  report  upon  the  same  subject,  made  at  the  last 
Congress,  which  report  they  make  a  part  of  this,  and  submit  a  bill  based 
upon  the  principles  contained  therein. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  their  father,  Thomas  Wallace,  was  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment;  that  he  con- 
tioued  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  end  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  they  ask  the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay.  The 
commission  of  Thomas  Wallace,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  8th  Virginia 
regiment,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  is  produced  as  evidence  in 
support  of  this  claim.  It  is  dated  on  the  23d  day  of  November,  1779, 
signed  by  Samuel  Huntington,  President  of  Congress,  and  countersigned 
by  Benjamin  Stoddert,  .Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War.  In  1781,  Lieu* 
tenant  Wallace  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  a  company  belonging  to 
his  regiment,  then  equipped,  and  under  marching  orders  to  the  southern 
army,  as  appears  by  a  letter  dated  19th  November  of  that  year,  addressed 
to'him  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  by  Christian  Febiger, 
colonel  commandant.  On  the  28th  day  of  March,  1807,  a  patent  for 
366f  acres  in  the  Virginia  military  reservation,  was  granted  by  the 
United  States  to  Thomas  Wallace,  in  consideration  of  military  services 
performed  by  him  as  lieutenant,  for  three  yeais,  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment. 

The  records  in  the  Third  Auditor's  office  do  not  show  that  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Wallace  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  when  he  entered  or  left 
the  service,  nor  that  he  received  commutation,  or  was  entitled  thereto, 
though  his  name  appears  in  the  account  books  of  ^e  army.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding this  deficiency  of  record  evidence,  the  committee  think 
that  the  presumption  is  very  strong  that  Lieutenant  Wallace  continued 
in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war ;  the  patent  for  his  bounty  land  recog- 
nises him  as  a  lieutenant  for  three  years,  and  that  fact  must  have  been 
satisfactorily  established  before  the  issuing  of  the  land  warrant.  Three 
years  from  the  date  of  his  commission  will  bring  the  time  of  his  service 
to  November,  1782,  at  which  period  the  war  was  virtually  at  an  end. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  heirs  is  therefore  reported. 
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Dkckmber  to,  16SS. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  wat  referred  the 
petition  of  Ann  Mortimer  Barron,  report : 

This  case  has  repeatedly  been  before  Congress ;  a  farorabte  report 
was  made  thereon  in  the  21st  and  23d  Congresses,  and  a  bill  reported 
for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner.  The  bill  has,  however,  owing  to  a 
pressure  of  business,  never  been  reached.  This  eireumstance  alone 
seems  to  have  prevented  a  favorable  action  npon  it.  Upon  revienving 
the  case,  the  committee  concur  in  a  former  report,  which  is  hereUr 
annexed,  and  direct  a  bill  to  be  again  reported. 

Januarit  7,  1831. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Ann  Mortimer  Barron,  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  make  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  she  is  the  only  daughter  and  surviving  hek 
of  William  Barron,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  was  killed  in  the  service 
of  his  country  during  the  revolutionary  war,  while  acting  as  first  lieu- 
tenant of  the  frigate  Boston  ;  that  he  volunteered  to  perform  the  daties 
of  the  station  to  assist  his  friend.  Captain  Tucker,  in  conveying  safely  to 
France  the  late  John  Adams,  Esquire ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  frigate  was  on  her  voyage  thither  from  the  United  States.  The  peti- 
tioner adds,  that  she  has  heretofore  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  generous 
friends,  of  whom  many  are  now  dead,  and,  from  the  natural  course  of 
events,  she  cannot  long  calculate  upon  the  assistance  of  others ;  and  she 
has  therefore  yielded  (though  with  reluctance )  to  the  necessity  of  stating 
that,  unless  some  recompense  be  made  for  her  early  and  irreparable 
loss,  the  remainder  of  her  life  may  be  such  as  no  nation  would  in  justice 
permit. 

To  corroborate  the  principal  facts  set  forth,  the  petitioner  has  produced 
the  certificate,  on  oath,  of  Captain  Tucker,  who  commanded  the  Boston 
on  the  melancholy  occasion  of  her  parent's  death.  Captain  Tucker 
swears  that  William  Barron  was  ordered  on  board  the  frigate  in  the 
month  of  January,  1778,  and  served  faithfully  and  bravely  as  his  first 
lieutenant  until  the  14th  day  of  March  ensuing,  when  he  received  a 
wound  which  caused  his  death  in  twelve  days  thereafter  >  ^^we  being 
then,"  he  says, ''  on  our  voyage  to  France,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
the  late  Hon.  John  Adams,  as  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  the  treaty 
of  alliance  between  this  country  and  France.'^  In  a  letter  accompanying 
this  certificate,  Captain  Tucker  expresses  the  highest  respect  for  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Barron,  ^^  whose  unfortunate  and  untimely  death  was 
deeply  lamented  by  every  soul  on  board  the  Boston." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  strong  case,  and  that  it^falls 
witliin  \he  principle  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  adopted  on  the  24tfa 
day  of  August,  1780.  The  third  clause  of  that  resolution  is  in  these 
words : 

"  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  day  of  May,  1778,  granting  half  pay 
for  seven  years  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  continue  in  service 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widows  of  those  officers  who 


hare  died,  or  Ahall  hereafter  die,  in  the  service,  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  such  officer's  death,  and  continue  for  the  term  of  seven  years ;  or, 
if  there  be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  intermarriage,  the  said 
half  pay  be  given  to  the  orphan  children  of  the  officer  dying  as  aforesaid, 
if  he  shall  hate  left  any;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  respective  States  to  which  such  officers  belong,  to  make  provision 
for  paying  the  same  on  account  of  the  United  States." 

The  committee  are  aware  that,  in  this  clause,  no  allusion  in  terms  is 
made  to  oflScers  of  the  navy ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that,  as  a  dis- 
tinct and  an  efficient  arm  of  the  national  defence,  the  navy  was  not  folly 
recognised  by  Congress  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  that  the 
Department  itself  was  not  organized  until  April,  1798.  It  may  with 
reason,  then,  be  inferred  that  individuals  engaged  in  the  naval  as  well 
as  the  land  service,  at  that  period,  were  included  by  (Sovernment  under 
one  gteeral  military  head,  or  that  the  word  navy^  in  the  resolution  of 
August,  1780,  was  accidentally  omitted.  It  could  not  have  been  the 
intention  of  Congress  to  make  an  unfair  and  invidious  distinction  betweea 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  brave  men  who  fell  in  defence  of  their 
country's  rights.  Later  experience  favors  this  construction;  for,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  act  of  January,  1813,  which  expressly  provides ,  for  the 
widows  and  children  of  officers  of  the  navy  or  marines,  killed  or  dying 
of  wounds  received  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  the  pension  laws  of  1792, 
1803,  1806,  and  1818,  apply  alike  to  the  soldier  and  the  sailor. 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  the  half  pay  of  a  first 
lieutenant  of  a  frigate  for  seven  years  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  peti- 
tioner, and  have,  accordingly,  directed  a  bill  to  be  reported  for  that 
purpose. 


DscKJiBBR  S3, 1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  having,  under  the  order  of 
the  House,  considered  the  propriety  of  paying  to  the  administrators  of 
Michael  Gratz,  deceased,  the  amount  of  their  loan  office  certificates,  al^ 
leged  to  have  belonged  to  the  said  Michael,  and  to  have  been  lost  by  him, 
report  : 

The  petition  alleges  that,  in  1779,  Michael  Gratz  was  the  owner  of 
three  continental  loan  office  certificates,  two  of  them,  Nos.  2,341  and 
2,363,  dated  Mdrch  29,  1799,  in  favor  of  Ogden  and  Curtis,  for  five  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  value  in  specie  forty-five  dollars  sixty-four  cents,  and 
the  thfa-d.  No.  1,366,  dated  January  12,  1779,  in  favor  of  William  Hen- 
derson, for  one  thousand  dollars,  value  in  specie  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven dollars  forty-five  cents,  issued  from  the  Pennsylvania  loan  of- 
fice The  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  shows  that  these 
certificates  are  outstanding  and  unpaid,  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  the 
payment  of  any  interest  upon  either  of  them  since  their  date.  There  is 
filed  with  the  petition  a  letter  of  Michael  Gratz,  bearing  date  Williams- 
burg, June  3, 1779,  and  purporting  to  enclose  to  his  correspondent,  to  be 
expended  for  the  use  of  Gratz,  at  some  of  the  West  India  ports,  these 
loan  office  certificates,  corresponding  in  number  and  amount,  and  name  of 
the  party,^with  those  described  in  the  petition  and  in  the  Register's  cer- 
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tificate.  This  letter  is  proven  to  be  in  the  proper  bindwciting  of  Mi- 
chael Gratz,  and  the  committee  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  was  writ- 
ten at  the  time  it  bears  date.  It  is  difficult  not  to  believe  that  the  three 
certificates  therein  named  were  then  the  property  of  Gratz ;  the  fact  that 
no  other  person  has  ever  produced  them,  or  claimed  the  right  of  receiv- 
ing their  value ,  leads  strongly  to  the  inference  that  they  were  still  the 
property  of  Gratz  when  lost  or  destroyed,  and,  consequently,  that  be  or 
his  representatives  are  entitled  to  their  value.  In  the  absence  of  every 
fact  calculated  to  weaken  this  inference,  the  committee  adopt  it  as  the 
true  one.  They  are  the  more  ready  to  act  upon  it,  because,  before  ma- 
king payment,  provision  will  be  made  for  refunding  the  money  in  case  the 
certificates  should  ever  be  presented*  With  these  views  they  report  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of  Michael  Gratz. 


Djbcember  23,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Richard  Livingston,  deceased,  report: 

That  this  case  h^  been  thrice  favorably  reported  on:  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1832,  the  9th  of  February,  1830,  and  the  16th  of  February, 
1827.  Your  committee  concur  in  all  the  said  reports.  The  last  named, 
but  first  in  order  of  the  time,  states  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  is  adopted. 
Yoi\r  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  said 
report. 

FfiBRUART  24,  1832. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Richard  Livingston  and  Stephen  Livingston,  heirs  of  Richard 
Livingston,  deceased,  report : 

That  the  committee  concur  with  the  reports  heretofore  made  in  this 
ease  on  the  15th  February,  1827,  and  on  the  9th  February,  1830;  to 
which  they  refer,  and  ask  that  they  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of  .this  report 
A  bill  is  accordingly  reported. 

February  9,  1830. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Richard  Livingston  and  Stephen  Livingston,  heirs  of  Richard 
Livingston,  deceased,  with  the  documents  and  papers  accompanying  the 
same,  have  had  the  same  und^r  consideration,  and  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  documents  and  evidence  referred  to 
them,  and  have  also  examined  a  report  made  on  the  petition  in  this  case 
by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  on  the  15tb  February,  in 
the  year  1827,  in  which  report  all  the  material  facts  presented  in  this 
case  are  stated,  and  concur  with  that  committee  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  them  in  their  said  report,  and  ask  that  the  same  may  be  taken  and 
considered  as  a  part  of  this  report ;  and  further  ask  leave  to  submit  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Richard  Livingston,  deceased. 


Fbbruabt  15, 1827. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Richard  Livingston  and  Stephen  Livingston,  respectfully 
report : 

That  the  petitioners  set  forth  that  their  father,  Richard  Livingston, 
before  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  American  Revolution,  was  a 
quartermaster  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  resident 
in  Montreal ;  that,  when  the  American  army  retreated  from  Canada,  the 
said  Richard  Livingston  removed  therefrom,  with  his  family,  into  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  a  lieutenant  colonel  ia 
a  reg^iment  commanded  by  Colonel  James  Livingston,  of  the  American 
army,  and  served  therein  until  the  year  1781 ;  that  the  said  Richard 
Livingston  resided  in  the  State  of  New  York  until  the  year  1786,  wheo 
he  died,  leaving  the  petitioners  infants ;  that  the  petitioners  are  the  only 
children  and  heirs  at  law  of  the  said  Richard  Livingston,  who,  they  are 
advised,  was  entitled  to  lands  as  a  Canada  refugee.  The  petitioners 
represent  that  they  have  been  ignorant  of  their  rights,  and  have,  there* 
fore,  heretofore  neglected  to  apply  for  said  lands,  and  pray  that  they 
may  be  granted. 

Accompanying  the  petition  is  the  affidavit  of  Colonel  James  Livings- 
ton, who  ful!y  proves  all  the  allegations  of  the  petitioners  which  are 
material  to  the  claim.  Colonel  Livingston,  who  commanded  the  regi- 
ment in  which  the  father  of  the  petitioners  served,  states  in  his  affidavit 
that  the  said  Richard  Livingston  remained  attached  to  his  regiment  until 
the  year  1781,  when  several  regiments  were  reduced;  that  the  said 
Richard  Livingston,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  left  several  children,  all  of 
whom  were  infants,  and  all  of  whom,  except  the  petitioners,  are  dead, 
without  issue. 

Upon  this  statement  of  facts,  the  eommittee  are  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  the  relief  they  ask,  and  that  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  the  Government  by  the  early  resolutions  of  Congress  in 
favor  of  the  Cdnada  refugees,  and  since  ratified  by  repeated  acts  of  legis* 
lation,  cannot,  in  justice  or  propriety,  be  overlooked  or  disregarded. 
The  only  objection  to  their  claim,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
vises  from  the  late  period  at  which  it  was  preferred;  but  that  is  re- 
moved by  the  fact  that  Richard  Livingston  died  shortly  after  the  war, 
ftnd  while  the  petitioners  were  minors,  without  the  knowledge  of  their 
nghts,.and  without  capacity  to  enforce  them. 

The  committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


Dkormbbe  23, 18SS. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Ephraim  Whitaker,  report : 

The  petitioner  claims  the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of 
Wfpay  for  life,  under  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  1780  and  1783. 

It  appears  that  he  served  from  the  early  part  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
on  continental  establishment,  as  a  sergeant  and  sergeant  major,  until  af- 


in$ 

lev  the  battle  of  Monmouth^  when  lie  was  appointed  brigade- forage  mas* 
ter,  with  the  rank  of  a  captain,  in  which  situation  he  continued  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 

After  an  examination  of  his  case  bj  Congress,  he  was  considered  as 
entitled  to  the  compensation  ordered  under  the  act  of  May  15, 1828,and 
an  act  passed  giving  him  the  full  benefit  thereof.  If  he  was  entitled  to 
the  compensation  given  undertheactof  1828,  (and tl\e  committee  do  not 
question  it, )  he  must  also  be  entitled  to  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for 
life,  as  the  one  necessarily  depends  on  the  other ;  the  condition  of  both 
being,  an  officer's  having  served  on  continental  establishment  to  the  close 
of  the  war. 

A  case  perfectly  similar  was  decided  at  the  fir^  session  of  the  last  Con- 
gress— ^the  case  of  John  J.  Jacobs.  By  an  act  approved  May  S9, 1830, 
the  benefits  of  the  act  of  May  15,  1828,  were  extended  to  Epbraim 
Whitaker  and  John  J.  Jacobs;  and  by  an  act  approved  July  14,  1832, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  pay  to  John  J.  Jacobs  the 
amount  of  his  commutation  of  half  pay,  with  such  interest  as  would  have 
accrued  if  a  certificate  for  the  same  had  been  funded. 

The  committee,  believing  the  petitioner  entitled  to  the  same  measure 
of  justice  that  others  have  received,  report  a  bill  in  his  favor. 


DECEMBER  23, 1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  having  had  under  consider- 
ation the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  James  Craine,  report  thereon : 

That  the  petitioners*  £dwin  C.  and  Maria  Brown,  state  that  they  are 
the  sole  representatives,  the  said  Maria  beins  the  only  child  of  James 
Craine,  who,  they  say,  ^%as  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  line  of 
the  revolutionary  army,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  They  pray 
for  the  commntation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  with  interest. 

It  appears  from  the  statements  of  several  witnesses  that  James  Craine 
entered  the  army  as  a  private  in  1775;  that  he  was  after^'ards  commis- 
sioned  as  a  lieutenant^  and  then  as  a  captain,  in  the  Virginia  continental 
line.  One  witness  states,  with  certainty,  that  he  was  in  service  at  the 
siege  of  Yorktown ;  another  that,  '^  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  he  con* 
tinned  in  the  service  during  the  war,  and  he  is  certain  he  never  resigifed." 
In  addition  to  this,  the  petitioners  exhibit  a  certificate  from  the  register  of 
the  land  office  of  Virginia,  showing  that  land  warrants  had  issued  from 
that  office  on  account  of  the  services  of  Captain  James  Craine,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia continental  lijie,  for  two  years  and  three  months'  service  above  six 
years.  They  also  exhibit  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  Virginia,  show- 
ingthat,  on  the  12th  December,  1733,  a  certificate  issued  to  James  Craine, 
as  captain  of  infantry,  for  pay  for  services  up  to  3 1st  December,  1781, 
and  a  certificate  from  the  Bounty  Land  Office  of  the  United  States,  show- 
ing that  a  laufl  warrant  for  300  acres  of  land  ( the  quantity  promised  bj 
the  resolution  of  16th  September,  1776,  to  a  captain  who  should  engage 
and  continue  in  service  during  the  war)  had  issued  fromthat  office  in  the 
name  of  Maria  Brown,  sole  heir  of  James  Craine,  deceased,  i  captain  in 
the  Virginia  line.  From  all  these  evidences,  the  committee  think  it  suffi- 
ciently appears  that  Captain  Craine  served  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  that  be 


was  therefore  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  granting  half  pay 
for  life,  and  afterwards  offering  five  years'  full  pay  in  ueu  thereof ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  as  his  sole  representatives,  are  entitled  to  the  same, 
with  such  interest  as  would  have  accrued  thereon  if  a,  certificate  had 
issued  at  the  proper  time,  and  been  subscribed  as  stock  under  the  act  of 
August,  1790;  they  therefore  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


DKCKMBxm  SS,  18SS. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Captain  George  Hurlbut,  de- 
ceased,  report : 

That  this  claim  was  presented  to  Congress  in  the  year  1797,  when  a 
report  waa  made,  which,  with  the  evidence  now  adduced,  shows  that 
George  Hurlbut,  deceased,  was  a  captain  of  dragoons  in  Colonel  Shel* 
don's  regiment  of  the  Connecticut  continental  line ;  that  he  was  a  meri- 
torious officer ;  that  in  the  year  1781,  at  the  request  of  General  Washing- 
ton, he  engaged  in  the  hazardous  enterprise  of  swimming  to  a  transport, 
laden  with  supplies  for  the  army,  which  had  been  set  on  fire  by  rockets 
thrown  by  the  enemy  from  the  opposite  shore ;  he  performed  the  task, 
and,  unaided^  extinguished  the  flames.  In  attempting  to  regain  the  shore 
in  the  same  manner,  he  received  a  gun-shot  wound  from  the  enemy,  df 
which  he  languished  until  the  8th  day  of  May,  178S,  never  having 
resigned  his  commission. 

On  these  facts  his  devifl^ee,  Ann  Welsh,  claimed  the  commutation  of 
five  years'  full  pay,  which  she  deemed  her  right,  under  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  1780,  and  of  March,  178S.  The  committee  to  which  that 
case  was  referred,  in  deference  to  a  supposed  previous  declaration  of 
Congress,  and  against  their  own  opinion,  decided  that  the  said  Captain 
George  Hurlbut  did  not  live  to  the  end  of  the  war,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  contract  resulting  from  the  resolution  of  1780,  but  they  at  the  same 
time  decided  that  the  petitioner  was  entitled  to  the  land  promised  to  those 
who  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  by  the  resolution  of  1776;  and 
that,  upon  proof  of  the  facts,  a  warrant  would  issue  without  the  action  of 
Congress ;  and  accordingly  a  warrant  was  issued  upon  the  exhibition  of 
the  said  proofs  to  the  proper  Department.  The  committee  close  their 
said  report  with  a  resolution  that  (;he  petition  be  rejected.  The  House 
reversed  this  resolution,  and  directed  a  bill  to  be  reported  granting  the 
commutation  prayed.  A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in ;  but  it  was 
<iAerwards  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  all  such  cases,  and  in  that  shape 
finally  rejected. 

Yuur  committee  will  enter  into  no  elaborate  argument  on  the  questioii 
^  what  time  the  war  of  the  Revolution  actually  ended ;  perhaps  this 
qoestion  might  properly  receive  diffel*ent  answers,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumatanees  in  allusion  to  which  it  should  be  propounded.  The  provi- 
sional articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  were  made  between  the  United 
State)!  and  England  the  SOth  of  November,  1788.  The  peace  between 
France  and  England,  on  the  conclusion  of  which  the  provisional  articles 
were  made  to  ^apend,  was  concluded  in  Januaiy,  1783.  The  definitive 
^f««^  of  peaee  with  Great  Britain  was  made  on  theSd  day  of  September, 
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I78S.  Information  of  the  latter  fact  was  oflBciallj  communicated  to  Coo- 
gress  on  the  13th  December,  1783,  though  it  is  believed  the  treatj  had 
been  received  some  time  before,  but  could  not  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress because  of  the  want  of  a  quorum.  The  definitive  treatj  was  not 
formally  ratified  by  Congress  till  14th  January,  1784.  Congress  had 
notice  of  the  provisional  articles  of  November  SO,  1782,  in  January  fol* 
lowing ;  and  in  March,  1783,  that  body  received  information  of  the  treatj 
between  France  and  England.  On  the  16th  day  of  April,  of  the  same 
year,  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  declared,  thoueh  the  army  was  not 
finally  and  entirely  disbanded  until  the  proclamation  of  October,  wfaieh 
directed  the  disbanding  of  the  remainder  of  the  army  on  the  8d  of  No- 
vember following,  to  which  last  day  the  accounts  for  pay  of  the  troopfl 
were  extended. 

From  a  careful  review  of  all  these  facts,  your  committee  are  of  ofnaion 
that,  as  a  precautionary  measure.  Congress  might  well  have  justified 
keeping  the  troops  imbodied  whose  services  had  been  engaged  ^*  dorii^ 
the  war,"  until  14th  January,  1784,  at  which  time  Congress  finally  rati- 
fied  the  treaty  of  peace,  which,  as  to  the  United  States,  had  been  coo« 
eluded  so  long  ago  as  the  30th  of  November,  1788.  The  Congress  migbt 
have  insisted  on  keeping  the  troops  imbodied,  because  the  hostilities  bad 
ceased  ;  whether  that  which  had  been  done  would  finally  prove  to  have 
been  the  end  of  the  war  depended  on  the  subsequent  ratification.  But 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  subsequent  final  ratification 
did  prove  that  the  war  was,  in  point  of  fact,  at  an  end,  at  least  as  early 
as  the  16th  of  April,  1783.  The  ratification  in  1783  introduced  no  new 
relation  between  the  parties,  but  simply  confirmed  the  state  of  tbingi 
•creed  on  the  preceding  November,  and  which,  by  an  actual  cessation 
of  hostilities,  had  in  fact  existed  from  the  said  16th  day  of  April.  Yoor 
committee  therefore  think  that  Captain  Hurlbut  did  live  and  serve  to  the 
%ni  of  the  war ;  that  he  literally  performed  his  part  of  the  contract  on 
which  his  riglft  to  half  pay  for  life  depended.  Your  committee  are  equallj 
eleir  that  the  said  Captain  Hurlbut,  under  the  act  of  March,  1783,  was 
entitled  to  the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half  paj 
for  life  ;  for,  although  he  died  shortly  after  that  act,  the  adoption  thereof 
by  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  continental  line  constitutes  the  same 
a  contract  between  the  Government  and  the  said  officers,  and  in  fact,  aft 
your  emnmittee  believe,  a  gainful  one  on  the  part  of  the  Grovernment,  a^ 
the  pension  list  and  the  claim  of  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  estafh 
lished  against  that  State,  and  subsequently  assumed  by  Congress,  wiR 
f«lly  prove. 

Your  committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  directing  the  par 
ment  of  the  said  commutation,  with  such  interest  as  has  been  heretofore 
allowed  in  such  cases,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  George 
Hurlbut,  deceased. 


December  23,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  waa  referred  the 
petition  of  Robert  Wilmott, report: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 
Jm  the  year  177$>  as  a  Ueotenant  in  the  Maryhmd  Sute  arlilfery ;  *•!» 
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in  the  following  year,  he  jvas  transferred  to  Harrison^s  Virginia  regiment 
of  artillery  in  the  continental  establishment,  an<i(  remained  therein  to  the 
elose  of  the  war  and  the  disbanding  of  the  army ;  that  he  never  applied 
for  or  received  the  five  years'  full  pay  promised  by  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress of  October,  1780,  and  March,  *178S;  having,  for  many  years  after 
the  Revolution,  enjoyed  good  health,  with  a  sufficiency,  and  not  wishing 
to  submit  his  claims  while  in  such  a  situation,  or  while  the  finances  of 
his  country  were  in  any  way  embarrassed  ;  that  he  is  now  aged,  infirm, 
and  a  cripple,  unable  for  years  to  walk  without  crutches,  and  in  want  of 
pecuniary  assistance. 

Under  these  cirumstances,  he  prays  that  the  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu 
of  half  pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  may  be  granted 
bim. 

The  statement  of  the  petitioner  is  fully  verified  in  all  its  parts  by  a 
number  of  respectable  witnesses.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  a 
lieutenant  on  continental  establishment,  and  that  he  served  to  the  end  of 
the  war.  Besides  having  been  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
May  15,  1828,  at  the  Treasury  Department,  Dr.  Richard  Pendell,  Cap- 
tain William  Meredith,  Lieutenant  William  B.  Wallace,  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  and  Harrison's  regiment,  as  also  John  Wilmott,  and  Zebu- 
Ion  Heddiugton,  with  others,  testify  upon  oath  that  they  know  bim  t9 
have  served  on  the  continental  establishment  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

As  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  records  of  the  Third  Auditor's  office  to 
show  that  the  petitioner  ever  received  the  commutation  he  now  asks  for, 
and  as  the  committee  believe  him  justly  entitled  to  it,  they  accordingly 
report  a  biH  for  bis  relief. 


December  27,  183S. 

« 
The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  M.  Taylor,  administrator,  with  the  will  annexed,  of  John 
Taylor,  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  is  the  son  and  administrator,  with  the  will  annexed, 
of  John  Taylor.  He  states  that  his  father  was  an  officer  of  the  Virginia 
continental  line,  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Francis  Taylor, 
and  served  frohi  the  commeneement  of  the  war  to  the  Spring  of  the  year 
1781,  when  be  became  a  supernumerary  lieutenant,  and  continued  such 
to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  claims,  as  the  administrator  of  his  father, 
the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  promised  by  the  resolves  of  Con- 
pess  to  such  officers  as  should  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the 
Yar,  or  become  supernumerary  after  the  resolves  of  1780. 

The  statements  of  the  petitioner,  as  to  the  services  of  his  father,  ar^ 
tUly  verified  by  the  t^timony  of  Major  John  Roberts,  who  served  in  the 
same  regiment,  became  a  supernumerary  at  the  same  time,  aod  has  re- 
ceived his  coaamutation  of  half  pay. 

In  addition,  Ctovernor  Flpyd,  of  Virginia,  testifies  that  **  the  heirs  of 
John  Taylor  are  allowed  land  bounty  for  his  services  as  a  lieutenant  m 
the  eontineiital  line  to  the  end  of  the  ivar."  James  E.  Heath,  of  ttie 
««ditor'8  ofiee  of  TirgtoMs  testifies  tfaat^  on  the  «lb  day  of  July,  178S,  m 


eertifieate  for  the  balance  of  fuU  pay  issued  to  John  Taylor,  a  lieotenaat 
of  infantry  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment.  By  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  passed  September  16,  1776,  lieutenants  serving  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  became  entitled  to  200  acres  of  bounty  land.  A  warrant 
for  this  quantity  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  to  the  administra- 
tor of  Lieutenant  John  Taylor,  as  appears  from  a  certificate  dated  at  the 
War  Department,  Bounty  Land  Office,  and  signed  ^^  William  Gordon, 
first  clerk." 

The  committee,  believing  that  Lieutenant  John  Taylor  was  elearij 
within  and  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  resolves  of  1780,  allowing  half 

Eay  for  life  to  such  officers  as  should  serve  to  the  close  of  the  war,  or 
ecome  supernunaerary,  and  of  March,  1783,  commuting  the  half  paj 
for  life,  by  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  thereof,  and  not  having  received  the 
same,  accordingly  report  a  bill  in  favor  of  his  heirs. 


Deckmbkr  30,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Charles  Drish,  legal  representative  of  Christian  Ish,  deceased, 
report : 

The  subject  embraced  in  this  petition  was  brought  before  the  2 1st  and 
22d  Congresses,  a  favorable  report  made  thereon,  and  a  bill  submitted  to 
the  House.  The  committee  herewith  again  report  the  same  bill ;  and, 
in  explanation  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  petitioner's  claim  rests,  would 
respectfully  refer  to  the  annexed  report,  made  by  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims  on  the  2d  February,  1831 ;  which  report,  upon  a 
re-examination  of  the  case,  is  fully  concurred  in. 

Tke  Cammiitee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  re/erred  ihept- 
Htion  of  Charles  Drish^  report : 

The  petitioner,  as  the  legal  representative  of  Christian  Ish,  deceased, 
claims  payment  of  a  certificate  issued  by  George  Ross,  deputy  quarter- 
master general,  to  Christian  Ish,  for  $5,433.  The  certificate  is  dated  on 
the  20th  day  of  February,  1780,  at  Lancaster,  in  the  Sute  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Jacob  Wolfly,in  a  deposition  made  by  him  on  the  13th  of  April, 
1812,  says  that,  twenty  years  previous,  or  more,  he  had  the  care  of  a 
United  States  certificate  in  favor  of  Christian  Ish,  which  had  been  liqui- 
dated, settled,  and  signed  by  George  Ross,  of  the  borough  of  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania — ^he,  the  said  Ross,  then  being  in  commission  for  making 
such  settlements ;  that  this  certificate  was  given  to  Christian  Ish,  for 
smith-work  and  other  services  rendered  to  the  United  States.  Its  amount 
was  more  than  #4,000,  but  that  be,  the  deponent,  did  not  recollect  the 
exact  sum.  That  he  sent  the  certificate  to  Congress  by  Andrew  Gregg, 
though  he  cannot  recollect  that  the  said  (Srregg  was  then  a  member  of 
Congress,  or  a  private  citizen.  About  two  vears  after  the  delivefy  of 
the  certificate  to  Gregg,  it  was  sent  back  to  the  deponent,  who  transmit- 
ted it  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Christian  Ish,  then  residing  in  Virginia. 
The  character  of  the  deponent,  Jacob  Wolflv,  for  veracity  and  integrity, 
as  fuUy  sustained  by  the  certifieatea  of  Oeneral  Joseph  Heiiter,Robeft  Bar- 
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ris,  aoil  C.  Spayd.  The  committee  are  satMed  of  the  ffenuiiiene^a  <rf 
the  certificate,  and  that  it  is  the  one  spoken  of  by  Jacob  Wolflj  in  his  de* 
position. 

Although  it  was  not  presented  to  the  commissioner  appointed  under  the 
resolution  of  the  8th  of  May,  1786,  yet,  having  been  given  for  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States,  and  the  heir  being  then  a  minor,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  non-presentment,  or  the  lapse  of  time,  ought 
not,  under  the  circumstances  shown  by  the  evidence,  to  prevent  the  al- 
lowance and  payment  of  the  claim.  A  bill  is  therefore  reported  for 
one  hundred  and  forty  seven  dollars  and  ten-ninetieths,  being,  the  value 
of  the  said  certificate,  according  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  established 
under  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  28th  June,  1780. 


D«$OSMBER  31,  18S3. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Frederick  Raymer,  report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  in  the  year  1777  he  resided  on  and  cultiva* 
ted  a  farm  near  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York;  that  in 
the  ^Uivuner  of  that  year  he  was  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  American 
army,  with  his  te^am  of  two  horses  ^d  wagon,  by  the  order  of  General 
Glover,  commanding  a  brigade  of  continental  troops  ;  that  he  continuedL 
in  the  service  ten  days,  and  was  then  permitted  to  return  home  on  ac- 
count of  sickness,  leaving,  however,  his  team  in  the  service  ;  that  nei- 
ther horses,  wagon,  nor  harness,  were  ever  returned  to  him,  or  any  com- 
nensation  received  for  them,  ^e  also  states  that  he  sufifered  many  other 
losses  and  privations,  being  driven  from  his  farm,  his  house  plundered, 
two  of  his  horses  carried  off  and  sold  to  the  British  by  a  party  of  tories, 
his  crops  destroyed,  and  himself  detained  as  a  prisoner  for  several  months ; 
also,  that  be  served  at  different  times,  about  four  months,  on  the  liaes^ 
often  in  cases  of  great  emergency,  invariably  defraying  his  own  expenses, 
and  receiving  no  compensation  for  his  services. 

These  statenvents  are  proved  to  b^  correct  by  evidence  perfectly  8atis«> 
factory  to  the  committee.  His  integrity,  patriotism,  and  warm  attach- 
ment to  the  American  cause,  during  tne  Revolution,  are  fully  testified  to 
by  respectable  witnesses.  He  is  now  aged,  infirm,  and  in  reduced  cir- 
cumstances. % 

It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  petitioner  is  justly  entitled  to  re- 
ceive compensation  for  the  property  taken  for  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  its  authorized  agents.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relfef* 
It  is  the  bill  which  was  passed  at  the  2d  session  of  the  last  Congress,  but 
Was  not  reached  in  Ihe  Senate. 


January  2,  1834. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Charles  Perrow,  administrator  of  William  Teas,  deceased,  re- 
port: 

That  the  petitioner  prays  for  the  commutation  of  five  years^  full  pay,  in 
36 
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li^u  of  half  pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  October 
1780,  and  March,  1783,  to  such  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army  as 
should  continue  in  the  service  to  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  to  which 
William  Teas  became  entitled  by  such  service. 

It  appears,  from  the  testimony  submitted  to  the  committee,  that  said 
Teas  served  as  a  cornet  in  Colonel  William  Washington's  corps  of  horse, 
on  continental  establishment,  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

Hezekiah  Hargrove,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  who  served  in  the 
southern  campaigns,  testifies  that  he  became  acquainted  with  Teas  du- 
ring the  Guilford  expedition,  and  knew  him  to  be  attached  to  Washing- 
ton's  corps  of  horse  ;  that  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 

Joseph  Royal,  of  the  9th  Maryland  regiment  on  continental  establish- 
ment, testifies  that  he  saw  Teas  do  duty  as  a  cornet  in  Washington's 
corps  at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  (January  17,  1781,)  and  at  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Eutaw  Springs,  (September  8, 1781.) 

Other  testimony  establishes  the  good  character  and  veracity  of  Teas, 
who  often  declared  that  he  had  thus  served  and  continued  in  the  service 
to  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  that,  although  he  had  claims  on  the  Govem- 
ment,  he  would  not  urge  them,  from  feelings  of  patriotism. 

The  committee,  believing;  that  Teas  was  fully  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  resolves  of  Congress  of  1780  and  1788,  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
ills  heirs  and  legal  representatives.  . 


January  3,  1834. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  which  was  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  and  paying  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Benjamin  Bird  and  of  Grove  Pomeroy  certain  loan  oflSce  cer- 
tificates and  final  settlement  certificates,  which  have  been  lost  or  des- 
troyed, report : 

That  it  very  satisfactorily  appears,  from  documents  and  affidavits  filed 
in  the  cases,  respectively,  that  not  many  days  previous  to  the  20th  day  of 
February,  1779,  Grove  Pomeroy,  the  ancestor,  was  in  possession  of  four 
final  settlement  certificates,  issued  in  his  favor,*  and  numbered  1^,282^ 
12,791,  13,323,  and  13,610,  respectively,  and  for  the  sums  of  $2  39, 
A75  49,  $80,  and  $80,  all  dated  the  1st  day  of  January,  1784,  the  three 
first,  bearing  interest  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1783,  and  the  latter 
from  November  4,  1783;  that,  on  the  said  20th  day  of  January,  1779, 
the  said  Pomeroy's  dwelling-house  was  burned,  with  most  of  its  contents. 
it  also  appears  that  about  the  1st  of  April,  1778,  Benjamin  Bird  bad 
assigned  to  him  the  following  loan  office  certificates,  issued  from  the  loan 
office  in  Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  Pierre  Gourrege,  dated  the  Istday 
of  April,  1778,  an(l  numbered  5,681,  5,682,  4,128,  4,129,  4,130,  2,014, 
«,015,  and  2,016,  the  two  first  for  $200  each,  the  three  next  for  |400 
each,  and  the  three  last  for  $600  each,  which  it  is  alleged  were  lost  with 
his  pocket-book  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  1778.  It  is  shown  by  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  the  said  Pomeroy,  after  the  burning  of  his  dweUipg- 
•  bouse,  made  the  necessary  advertisement,  preparatory  to  an  application 
for  the  renewal  of  his  said  certificates,  according  to  the  provisions  of  & 
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resolve  of  Congress  of  10th  May,  1780,  and  that  the  said  Bird  duly  ad* 
vertised  the  loss  of  his  said  certificates,  and  gave  notice  thereof  in  per- 
son to  the  commission^  of  loans  in  Massachusetts,  from  whom  they 
issued.  It  appears  also  that  repeated  applications  have  been  made  br 
the  said  Pomefoy  and  Bird,  and  their  representatives  since,  and  that  all 
said  certificates  appear  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  this  time  unpaid. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  these  facts  are  all  the  proof  that  can  be 
expected  in  such  cases,  and,  with  the  precaution  of  a  bond  of  indemnity 
usaal  in  such  cases,  report  a  bill  for  relief. 


January  2,  1834. 

The  Committee  .on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Enos  Granniss,  report : 

That  this  claim  was  favorably  reported  on  the  27th  February,  18SS; 
that  report,  with  the  evidence,  has  been  re-examined  ;  and  your  commit- 
tee, concurring  entirely  with  that  report,  adopt  it,  and  report  a  bill  in  all 
respects  the  same  as  the  one  then  reported. 


February  27,  183S. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Enos  Granniss,  report : 

It  appears,  from  the  testimony  submitted  to  the  committee  in  this  case, 
that  Enos  Granniss  enlisted  in  Captain  Pendleton's  company  of  artificers, 
September  13^  1777,  tor  and  during  the  war;  that  on  the  12th  of  No- 
yember,  1779,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  that  he 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  receiv- 
ed bounty  land  for  that  erade,  to  which  bounty  land  those  only  were  enti- 
tled who  continued  in  the  service  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

Not  having  received  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  promised  by 
the  resolves  of  Congress  of  October,  1780,  and  March,  1782,  to  such  as 
should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  it  is  now  claimed  by  his  heirs  and 
legal  representatives.  The  committee,  believing  them  justly  entitled  ta 
tius  commutation,  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


January  S,  1884. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  M.  Gregory,  report : 

The  petitioners  state  that  their  father,  John  M.  Gregory,  was  the  only 
son  and  heir  at  law  of  John  Gregory,  a  lieutenant  in  the  sixth  Virginia  re- 
giment on  continental  establishment ;  that  their  grandfather,  the  said 
John  Gregory,  was  killed  ifi  the  service ;  and  that  neither  they  nor  their 
father,  John  M.  Gregory,  ever'teceived  the  seven  years'  half  pay  allow- 
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ed  to  the  heirs  of  officers  who  died  id  the  senrice,  bj  the  resolution  of 
Congress,  passed  August  24,  1780,  extending  the  resolution  of  May  15, 
1778,  to  the  widows  of  those  officers  who  died  in  the  service ;  Qr,in  case 
of  their  death  or  intermarriage,  to  the  orphan  children  of  the  officer  dy- 
ing as  aforesaid.  They  pray  that  this  half  pay  may  now  be  granted  to 
them. 

It  appears,  from  evidence  perfectly  satisfactory  tg  the  committee,  that 
John  Gregory  did  serve  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  V ir^nia  line  on  conttnen- 
tal  establishment,  that  he  was  killed  in  the  service,  and  that  bis  heirs 
have  never  received  the  seven  years'  half  pay  allowed  by  the  resolve  of 
Congress  above  mentioned.    A  bill  is  therefore  reported  for  their  relief. 


Janu^tT,  1834* 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claii^s,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Edward  P.  Torrey,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  otl^er  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Joseph  Torrey,  deceased,  report : 

That  it  aj^ars  from  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1791,  that  Joseph 
Torrey  entered  the  army,  as  an  officer,  in  the  very  commencement  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  served  with  high  reputation  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  on  the  last  of  the  month  of  September,  1783,  at  which  time  be 
was  a  major  of  Hazen's  regiment,  commonly  called  ^^  Congress*  own  re- 
^ment. "  This  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  speaks  in  high  terms  of 
commendation  of  the  services  and  character  of  Major  Torrey. 

In  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts  with  the  public,  by  his  brother  and 
executpr,  the  commutation  of  half  pay  was  refused,  on  the  ground  tliat 
Major  Toirey  did  not  live  to  ^^  the  end  of  the  war  ;*'  and  it  is  for  tii^ 
CKHnmutation  that  the  present  af^lication  is  made. 

The  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolution  of  the  Slst  October,  1380,  is 

,  promi/sed  to  ^^  ^  officers  who  shaU  continue  in  service  to  the  end  qf  the 
tear."  If,  then.  Major  Torrey  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  himself  or 
his  representatives  became  entitled,  as  matt^  of  right,  to  the  conamuta- 
tifin  of  that  half  pay,  as  provided  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  die  S9d 
March,  178S.  • 

,  This  case  is  nearly  allied  to  the  case  of  Captain  HurUmt,  on  which 
the  committee  have  already  favorably  reported.  The  only  dtferenee  is 
this,  that  Major  Torrey  lived  several  months  after  Captain  Hurlbut  died. 
The  committee  might  content  itself  by  a  bare  reference  to  the  report  ia 
the  case  of  Captain  Hurlbut,  as  containing  the  reasons  for  a  favorable 
decision  in  this ;  they  will,  howaver,  again  recapitulate  them. 

The  provisional  articles  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  were  signed  on  the  SOth  of  November,  1782.  Major  Torrey  was 
living  ,and  in  service  at  that  time.  The  peace  between  France  and  Great 
Britain  (on  the  conclusion  of  which  the  efficacy  of  the  provisional  articles 
was  made  to  depend)  was  concluded  on  the  SOtji  of  January,  1783.  Ma- 
jor Torrey  was  living  and  in  service  on  that  day.  Oa  the  34tb  of  Mardi) 
1783,  the  arpied  vessels  of  the  United  States,  cruising  against  Great  Brit- 
aiui  were  recalled ;  and  the  reaacm  gifen  thei-^for  by  Congress  is,  that 
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Qrormation  had  been  received  "  afmaundng  a  general  peace.  ^  Major 
Porrey  was  living  on  this  day,  apd  in  service.  On  the  11th  of  April, 
783,  Congress  declared  that  all  hostilities  by  land  and  water  should  cease 
rom  that  day,  on  the  express  ground  that  a  general  peace  had  been  con- 
luded  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and 
jfreol  Btitcrin  and  the  United  States^  Major  Torrey  was  living  and  in 
ervice  on  this  day.  The  last  seal  was  put  to  the  war,  and  it  was  de- 
lared  in  due  Jorm  to  be  at  an  end,  by  the  final  conclusion  of  the  defini- 
ive  treaty  of  peace,  which  was  on  the  Sd  day  of  September,  1783.  Ma- 
or  Torrey  was  living  and  in  service  on  that  day.  He  did  not  die  yntil 
he  last  of  September  of  that  year,  and  the  treaty  was  signed  on  the  3d. 
Congress,  by  the  proclamation  of  the  18th  day  of  October,  1783,  or- 
lered  the  army  to  be  finally  disbanded  on  the  3d  of  November  following; 
ind  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Government,  in  the  settlement  of  corn- 
nutation,  cts&umed^  without  authority  oj  Congress,  that  day  as  ^^  the  end 
>f  the  warj^'  and  refused  commutation  to  all  who  were  not  in  service  on 
lie  Sd  November,  1783.  It  is  clear  that  Congress  considered  the  war 
iS  ended  before  the  Sd  November,  1783,  as  on  the  23d  of  April,  1783, 
X  resolution  was  passed  declaring  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the 
ime  of  the  troops  enlisted  for  the  war  did  not  end  till  the  fined  ratifica" 
ion  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  yet  leaving  it  discretionary  with  General  Wash- 
ington to  discharge  men  so  enlisted,  or  not,  as  he  should  see  fit.  That 
mal  ratification  did  not  take  place,  on  the  part  of  Congress  itself,  till  the 
14th  of  January,  1784 ;  and  if  any  day  has  been  specifically  fixed  by  Con- 
gress as  ^^  the  end  of  the  war,^^  it  is  the  14th  January,  1784 ;  yet  Congress, 
in  October  preceding,  ordered  the  army  to  be  disbanded  on  the  Sd  No- 
vember following.  It  is  then  clear  that  Congress  never  absolutely  jixed 
a  day  as  '^  the  end  of  the  war.''  The  ofifer  of  half  pay  for  life  (and  after- 
wards commuted  for  five  years'  full  pay )  on  condition  of  serving  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  being  distinct  from  ordinary  pay,  and  in  the  nature  of 
bounty,  might  not,  on  a  strict  or  ordinary  construction  of  the  terms,  de- 
pend absolutely,  as  seems  to  have  been  assumed,  on  the  disbanding  of  a 
part  or  the  whole  of  the  army ;  for  that  might  (and  did  in  this  case,  as  in 
well  understood )  depend  on  considerations  of  policy  and  convenience  ; 
while  the  amenability  of  officers,  under  military  duties  and  discipline, 
might  and  should  depend  (as  also  their  ordinary  pay,  of  course,)  on  the 
orders  under  which  they  found  themselves  acting,  till  the  final  and  formal 
disbanding  of  the  army  ;  and  even  if  this  were  not  so,  the  stipulation  in 
(question,  in  a  civil  point  of  view,  might  be  truly  fulfilled,  while  military 
obligation  was  differently  construed,  or  even  disregarded. 

From  a  careful  review  of  all  these  facts,  it  would  seem  to  the  commit- 
tee that,  so  far  as  the  United  States  was  concerned,  the  war  ended  on  the 
30th  November,  1782,  when  the  provisional  articles  were  concluded,  or 
on  the  20th  January,  1783,  when  the  treaty  between  France  and  Great 
Britain  was  signed  ;  on  the  conclusion  of  which,  those  articles  were  to 
assume  all  the  sanctions  of  a  formal  treaty.  If,  however,  it  were  doubt- 
ful whether  either  of  those  days  could  be  legally  taken  as  the  end  of  the 
^&T,  there  can  be  none  that  Congress  considered  the  war  as  ended  on  the 
11th  April,  1783,  when  it  issued  its  proclamation  for  a  cessation  of  all 
hostilities,  on  the  ground  that  a  general  peace  had  been  concluded  be- 
tween Great  Britain  l^nd  France,  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  Great 
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Briicdn  amd  the  United  States.  But  e¥en  if  the  last  day  be  taken  wbick 
C0n  be  as  the  end  of  the  war,  that  is,  the  3d  of  September,  1783,  when 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  finally  concluded.  Major  Torrey  was  entitled  to 
his  commutation,  as  he  lived  after  that  day.  The  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  16th  of  September,  1776,  granting  land  bounties, confines  th^  gr^t 
to  officers  and  soldiers  ^^  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  close  of  the 
i¥ar."  In  the  execution  of  this  resolution,  it  has  always  been  held,  and 
80  decided  and  acted  upon,  that  if  an  officer  or  soldier  lived  until  the  11th  ^ 
of  April,  1783,  when  the  proclamation  for  ceasing  hostilities  was  issued, 
be  was  entitled  to  land. 

Under  every  view  of  the  facts  which  the  committee  can  take,  they 
think  that  Major  Torrey  did  live  and  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  that 
he  literally  performed  his  part  of  the  contract  on  which  a  right  to  half  pay 
for  life  depended. 

Your  committee  are  equally  clear  that  Major  Torrey  became  entitled 
to  the  commutation  of  that  half  pay  under  the  resolution  of  23d  March, 
1783,  as  he  lived  long  after  that  period,  and  was  consequently  a  party  to 
the  contract  between  the  officers  of  the  army  and  the  United  States  which 
commuted  the  half  pay  for  life  into  five  years'  full  pay. 

Your  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  his  commu- 
tation to  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives. 


January  7,  1834. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Emerson,  report: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  as  a  lieutenant  of  infantry,  in  the  13th  Vir- 
einia  regiment  on  continental  establishment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
William  Russel,  and  continued  in  the  service  to  the  close  of  the  rerolu- 
tionary  war.  He  therefore  deems  himself  entitled  to,  and  claims,  the 
five  years'  full  pay  allowed  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  March  22, 
1783,  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  for  life  promised  by  the  resolve  of  October, 
1780. 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  issued  from  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
dated  August  3, 1829,  that  the  petitioner  has  been  admitted  to  the  benefits 
of  the  act  of  May,  1828,  giving  compensation  to  certain  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  which  compensation  depei^s  upon 
having  served  to  the  close  of  the  war,  and  therefore  having  a  right  to  the 
commutation  of  half  pay  now  claimed.  Knowing  the  strictness  with 
which  revolutionary  claims  are  examined  into  by  that  Department,  the 
committee  cannot  doubt  his  having  served  as  stated,  and  being,  therefore, 
entitled  to  what  he  claims.  His  commission  is  upon  file  in  the  War 
Department.  There  is  also  the  deposition  of  Charles  Thuxman,  who 
declares  that  he  served  to  the  close  of  the  war  in  Russel's  regiment. 
There  is  no  evidence  in  the  records  of  the  Third  Auditor's  office  of  his 
having  received  the  commutation,  or  any  part  of  it. 

The  committee,  believing  him  to  have  continued  in  the  service  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  entitled  to  the  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay 
for  life,  in  accordance  with  the  resolves  of  Congress,  report  a  bill  for  its 
payment,  with  the  usual  interest  heretofore  allowed  in  such  cases. 


287 

Janitary  7,  18S4. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Margaret  Biker,  (by  resolution,)  report: 

The  petitioner  alleges  that  she  is  the  widow  of  an  officer  who  died  in 
service  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  entitled  to  his  half  pay  for 
seven  years,  according  to  the  resolution  on  that  subject,  and  prays  for  the 
same. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  (General  Knox,)  in  1793,  and  sun- 
dry depositions  accompanying  the  petition,  agree  in  establishing  the  fact 
that  Abraham  -Riker  was  a  captain  (a  highly  meritorious  officer)  in  ttie 
second  New  York  regiment  on  continental  establishment^  and  that  he 
died  ol*  excessive  exertion  and  fatigue  in  service,  at  Valley  Forge,  on  the 
7th  day  of  May,  1778.  The  affidavits  referred  to  fully  prove  that  the 
petitioner  is  the  widow  of  the  said  Captain  Riker. 

These  facts,  very  satisfactorily  established,  bring  her  case,  unequivo- 
cally, within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  resolution  referred  to,  and  the 
practice  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  these  claims. 

The  petitioner  further  states,  after  recounting  many  losses  and  misfor- 
tunes following  the  loss  of  her  said  husband,  that  her  only  daughter  and 
child,  and  the  only  child  of  her  said  husband,  is  deceased  ;  and  that  she  is 
now  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  her  age,  wholly  blind  and  helpless,  and 
dependant  on  her  friends  for  support. 

The  committee,  with  cheerfulness,  report  a  bill. 


January  7,  1834. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  which  was  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  allowing  and  paying  to  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Colonel  William  Bond,  Colonel  William  Douglass,  and  Cap- 
tain Nathaniel  Goodwin,  respectively,  the  seven  years' half  pay  promised 
by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  officers  who  may  have  died  or  been  killed  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  revolutionary  war,  report:     ^ 

That  it  appears  from  original  documents,  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  copies  of  public  records,  and  other  satisfactory  evidence  filed  in 
these  cases,  respectively,  that  William  Bond  was  k  colonel  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts line  of  the  continental  army,  and  died  in  service  at  Ticonde- 
roga,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  31st  day  of  August,  1776 ;  that 
William  Douglass  was  a  colonel  in  the  Connecticut  line  of  the  continen- 
tal army,  and  died  while  recruiting  his  regiment  in  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, on  the  27th  day  of  May,  1777  ;  and  that  Nathaniel  Goodwin  was  a 
captain  in  the  Connecticut  line  of  the  continental  army,  and  died  in  ser- 
vice at  the  hospital  in  Litchfield,  in  Connecticut,  on  the  1st  day  of  May, 
1777.  It  appears  that,  in  each  of  these  cases,  the  deceased  left  a  wid- 
ow and  children  ;  that  the  said  widows  are  now  all  deceased;  having  sur- 
vived their  said  husbands  more  than  seyen  years,  and  continued  unmar- 
ried till  their  deaths.    Petitions,  in  each  of  these  cases,  were  ei^rly  pre- 
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sented  to  Congress,  and,  in  some  of  them,  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
and  have  been  favorably  received,  and  reported  thereon ;  but,  fn^w  vari- 
ous delays  incident  to  prosecution  and  legislation,  final  action  and  re- 
dress appear  never  to  have  been  obtained.  The  committee  therefore 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  their  representatives. 


Januast  9,  1884. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  Ae 
petitions  of  Benjamin  Jacobs,  of  Samuel  Bayard,  surviving  executor  of 
John  Bayard,  deceased,  and'  of  the  executors  of  Joseph  Falconer,  de- 
ceased, report  : 

The  petitioner,  Benjamin  Jacobs,  asks  payment  of  two  loan  office  cer- 
tificates issued  to  him  from  the  loan  office  in  Connecticut,  and  which  be 
alleges  were  stolen  from  him  On  the  27th  day  of  October,  1783.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  certificate  of  Thaddeus  Betts,  formerly  deputy  receiver 
of  loans  in  Connecticut,  and  from  the  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  that  two  certificates  were  issued  from  the 
loan  office  in  Connecticut  in  favor  of  Benjamin  Jacobs,  one,  No.  9,541, 
dated  2l8t  May,  1779,  for  $200;  the  other.  No.  6,129,  dated  26th  April, 
1779,  for  $S00 ;  and  the  latter  officer  certifies  that  the  same  are  out- 
standing and  unpaid.  It  further  appears  that  the  petitioner,  on  the  29th 
of  October,  1783,  caused  an  advertisement  to  be  inserted  in  a  newspa- 
per published  in  the  city  of  New  York,  stating  that  on  the  27th  of  that 
month  he  had  lost  a  pocket-book,  containing  (among  other  things)  two 
continental  certificates,  payable  to  Benjamin  Jacobs,  ai^d  ofifering  a  re- 
ward for  their  return.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  is 
entitled  to  the  payment  of  those  certificates  at  their  specie  value,  with 
interest  thereon,  on  his  giving  security  to  indemnify  the  Treasury  against 
any  claim  which  may  be  set  up  by  the  holder  of  such  certificates. 

The  petitioner,  Samuel  Bayard,  states  that,  in  the  month  of  February, 
1777,  six  certificates,  numbered  151,  152,  156,  156,  157,  and  158,  each 
for  JJS300,  and  amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  j(l, 800,  were  issued 
from  the  loan  office  of  the  United  States  to  his  testator,  Colonel  John 
Bayard,  and  that  the  said  certificates  are  mislaid  or  lost.  Colonel  John 
Bayard  died  in  1807,  and  the  surrogate  of  Somerset  county,  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  certifies  that  the  petitioner  is  the  surviving  executor  of 
the  will  of  the  said  John  Bayard.  It  appears,  from  the  records  in  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  that  certificates  Nos.  151, 152, 155, 
166,  157,  and  158,  dated  February  22,  1777,  of  $800  each,  amounting 
to  $1,800,  were  issued  in  the  name  of  John  Bayard,  and  are  still  unsat- 
isfied. The  committee  believe  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the  payment 
of  those  certificates  at  their  specie  value,  with  interest  thereon,  on  giv- 
ing security  to  indemnify  the  Treasury  against  the  claims  of  any  holder 
thereof. 

A  favorable  report  was  made  at  the  last  sessi()n  of  Congress  on  the 
petition  of  the  executors  of  Joseph  Falconer,  which  this  committee  refer 
to  and  adopt.  A  bill  is  therefore  reported  for  the  relief  of  the  seve- 
ral petitioners. 
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The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Joseph  Falconer,  having  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  report : 

That  the  petitioners  pray  that  interest  may  be  paid  to  them  on  two 
loan  office  certificates,  the  principal  of  which  was  directed  to  be  paid  by 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Falconer,  ap« 
proved  the  28th  May,  1830. 

The  committee  is  satisfied  that  interest  is  due  on  the  certificates.  Thev 
have  found  some  difficulty,  however,  in  determining  the  period  at  whica 
it  should  be  considered  as  commencing,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the 
original  certificates.  They  have  considered  it  safest,  in  conformity  with 
the  opinion  of  the  late  Register  of  the  Treasury,  to  allow  the  interest 
from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1788,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


January  10,  1884, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  having,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  the  House,  had  under  consideration  the  propriety  of  paying  to  the 
heirs  of  Samuel  Gibbs,  deceased,  the  amount  of  two  loan  office  certifi- 
eates,  alleged  to  have  been  lost,  report : 

The  original  petition  of  Samuel  Gibbs  states  that  two  certificates  is- 
sued from  the  loan  oflice  of  Pennsylvania  to  Gilbert  Palmer,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  one.  No.  2,321,  lor  $1,000,  the  other,  No.  138,  for  $300; 
that  they  were  put  into  his  hands  by  Gilbert  Palm/er,  (his  uncle,)  for 
the  purpose  of  having  them  funded,  but  were  accidentally  lost  before 
aa  opportunity  occurred  of  funding  them ;  that  he  gave  his  obligation  to 
said  Gilbert  Palmer  for  seventy-six  pounds,  in  consideration  of  said  cer- 
tificates, and  that  he  has  paid  the  same.  He  prays  the  payment  of  the 
certificates  to  himself.  ' 

The  Register  of  the  Treasury  certifies  that  the  two  above-described 
loan  office  certificates,  issued  to  Gilbert  Palmer,  remain  'outstanding  and 
udpaid,  and  that  ihe  interest  thereon  cannot  have  been  paid  since  the 
3l8t  day  of  December,  1787.  The  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  evi- 
dence exhibited,  that  these  certificates  were  delivered  by  Palmer  to 
Gibbs,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  interest,  and  having  them  liqui- 
dated; that  they  were  lost  by  Gibbs,  and  that  he  compensated  Palmer 
for  their  loss,  and  became  entitled  to  their  proceeds.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  th^  representatives  of 
Samuel  Gibbs  are  entitled  to  the  payment  of  the  two  certificates,  with 
interest  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1788,  and  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


Maboh  5,  1834. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
itf^morial  of  William  A.  Duer,  John  Duer,  and  Beverley  Robinson,  trus- 
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tees  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Alexander,  deceased,  who  was  the  widow  of 
Major  Generaf  Lord  Stirling,  praying  payment  of  a  certificate  issued  to 
Aat  officer  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  December,  1781,  on  account 
of  the  depreciation  of  his  pay,  and  that  the  same  may  be  paid  either  in 
money  or  in  lands  at  the  Government  price,  as  may  best  comport  with 
the  convenience  of  Government,  report : 

That  they  have  inquired  into  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  find  that,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1780,  Congress  passed  a  resolution, 
^^  that  the  general  officers  be  informed  that  Congress  have,  at  no  time,, 
heen  unmindful  of  the  military  virtues  which  have  distinguished  the 
army  of  the  United  States  through  the  course  of  this  war,  &c.  That  it 
lias  been  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  make  compensation  to 
the  officers  and  soliliers,  to  them  respectively  belonging,  for  the  depre- 
ciation of  their  pay ;  and  that  Congress  will  take  speedy  measures  for 
liquidating  and  paying  what  is  due  on  that  account  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  do  not  belong  to  the  quota  of  any  State." 

That,  on  the  28th  September,  1781,  another  resolution  was  passed  by 
Coneress,  ^^  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  several  States 
of  wnich  the  general  officers  of  the  army  are  inhabitants,  to  settle  with 
them  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  on  the  principles  adopted  in  settle- 
ments with  the  officers  of  their  respective  lines." 

That  Lord  Stirline  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
that,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  resolution,  the  said  State,  on  the  Slst 
December,  1781,  adjusted  with  him  the  amount  of  the  depreciation  to 
which  he  was  entitled,  and  issued  to  him  two  certificates,  one  for 
£534  U.  6id.,  for  the  one-fourth,  and  the  other  for  £1,602  48. 6?^-  for  the 
remaining  three-fourths  of  such  depreciation.  That  the  first-mentioned 
certificate  was  payable  at  a  short  day,  and  was  paid  by  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  to  Lord  Stirling,  in  cash,  on  the  —  day  of  February,  1782,  with 
interest  from  the  1st  of  August,  1780.  That  the  other  certificate  was 
made  payable  in  three  years  from  the  1st  of  January,  1781,  and  has 
nev6r  been  paid.  It  is  in  the  following  words: 
"No.  1,025. 

"  The  State  of  New  Jersey  is  indebted  unto  Major  General  Lord 
Stirling  in  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  two  pounds  four  shillings  and 
six  pence  and  three  farthings,  being  the  three-fourth  parts  of  the  sum 
allowed  for  the  depreciation  of  his  pay ;  which  said  sum  shall  be  paid 
unto  Major  General  Lord  Stirling,  or  his  lawful  representatives,  in  specie, 
or  the  value  thereof,  within  three  years  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum  from  the  1st  day  of  August  last. 

"Witness  my  hand,  this  Slst  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one. 

"JOHN  STEVENS,  Jr.,  7Vea«tirer. 
"JAMES  EWING,  ^udt/or." 

"  The  interest' on  the  above  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  August,  1780. 

"JOHN  STEVENS,  Jr." 

That  Lord  Stirling  died  in  January,  178S;  that,  shortly  before  his 
death,  he  gave  the  certificate  in  question  to  his  widow ;  that  she  applied 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  payment  in  1785,  and 
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waa  refused,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  a  bond  and  mortgage  on  the 
files  of  the  treasury  office  that  had  been  executed  by  Lord  Stirling  ta 
Stephen  Skinner,  a  former  treasurer  of  the  colony  of  New  Jersey,  in  the 
year  1767,  on  which  there  appeared  to  be  a  balance  due  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  said  certificate. 

That  it  does  not  appear  that  the  widow  made  any  other  applicatioii  for 
payijdent  of  this  certificate  until  the'year  1802,  when  she  petitioned  to  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey  for  payment,  which  was  refused  on  the  same . 
ground.  That  she  died  in  1804,  having  first  made  a  will,  appointing  the 
late  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston  and  Matthew  Clarkson  her  executors 
and  trustees,  upon  certain  trusts  therein  mentioned. 

That,  in  the  year  1806,  Judge  Livingston  presented  a  petition  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly.  That  the  pecuniary  transactions  be* 
tween  the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  Lord  Stirling  were  inquired  into  by 
that  committee,  and  the  following  facts  made  to  appear: 

That  Lord  Stirling's  estate  being  encumbered  by  mortgages  to  a  very^ 
considerable  extent  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution^  some  of  which 
mortgages  being  held  by  persons  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  and 
others  by  persons  who  nad  been  attainted  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
whereby  such  debts  became  the  property  of  that  State,  a  law  was  passed 
by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  at  the  request  of 'Lord  Stirling,  in.  the  year 
1779,  vesting  all  his  estate  in  trustees,  to  be  sold  by  them  for  the  payment 
of  his  debts.  That,  by  the  terms  of  this  law,  the  trustees  were  empow- 
ered to  sell  and  convey,  free  from  encumbrances ;  and  they  were  directed 
to  advertise  in  the  most  public  manner  for  all  creditors  to  come  in  and 
receive  their  debts.  That  the  trustees  were  also  specially  directed  to 
tay  all  debts  due  from  Lord  Stirling  to  persons  against  whom  inquisitions 
ad  been  taken,  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  of  the  county  where 
such  inquisitions  should  be  taken.  That,  in  execution  of  their  trust,  the 
trustees  sold  a  large  portion  of  Lord  Stirling's  estate ;  received  a  large 
sum  of  naoney  therefor ;  paid  a  number  of  debts,  and,  amongst  others,  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  the  commissioners  of  forfeitures  of  the  county  of 
Hunterdon;  and,  on  the  18th  December,  1780,  reported  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey:  "That  they  had  disposed  of 
certain  parts  of  said  estate,  sufficient  in  their  estimation  to  pay  off  the 
debts  of  the  said  William,  Earl  of  Stirling ;  that  they  then  had  in  hand 
a  large  sum  of  money  arising  from  such  sale ;  that  there  were  no  demands 
htfore  them  unsat^fied;  and  praying  directions  for  their  government  in 
the  said  business."  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Legislature  of  New 
Jersey  made  any  order  upon  the  said  report. 

It  appears  that  the  purchase-money  on  these  sales  was  paid  in  paper 
money,  which,  at  that  period,  was  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts 
within  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  That  in  June,  1781,  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey  repealed  the  tender  act,  as  it  was  termed,  by  which  the, 
said  paper  currency  was  declared  to  be  no  longer  a  legal  tender. 

Thus,  by  the  operation  of  the  act  intended  for  Lord  Stirling's  benefit, 
the  greater  part  of  his  real  estate  was  conveyed  away,  and,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act  repealing  the  tender  act,  the  proceeds  thereof  were  ren- 
dered of  no  value. 
In  tracing  a  history  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  of  1767,  it  appears  that> 
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in  the  year  1772,  a  judgment  was  rendered  on  the  bond  against  Lord 
Stfrlidg,  and  that  an  execution  was  issued  on  it  in  that  year.  That,  io 
the  year  1775,  the  mortfcaged  premises  were  sold  by  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Hunterdon  under  that  execution,  and  that  the  said  preaiisef 
did  not,  on  such  sale,  produce  half  the  amount  of  the  debt. 

It  also  appears  from  a  statement  in  the  handwritipg  of  John  Mehelm, 
the  surviving  trustee,  drawn  up  by  him  in  1806,  thatthe  ^aid  debt  was 
considered  by  him  as  extinguished  by  the  sacrifice  of  property  caused 
by  the  said  sheriflPssale. 

That  it  also  appears,  by  such  statements,  that  the  said  John  Mehelm 
offered  to  pay  the  fund  in  his  hands  to  the  treasurer  of  New  Jersey,  and 
that  he  refused  to  receive  it ;  and,  further,  that  the  said  fund  finally 
depreciated  to  nothing,  excepting  a  small  amount  that  had  been  receiyed 
in  loan  oflSce  certificates,  amounting  to  about  nine  hundred  pounds. 

That  upon  the  question  submitted  by  the  committee  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  on  the  said  petition  of  the  said  Brockholst 
Livingston,  ^^  shall  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted  ?"  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

That  another  application  was  made  by  Judge  Livingston  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1811,  which  was  also  rejected  upon 
the  ground  that  the  facts  9f  the  case  had  been  fully  investigated  and 
decided  upon  in  1806. 

That  it  does  not  appear  whether  the  State  of  New  Jersey  ever  charg- 
ed the  amount  of  the  certificate  in  question  in  her  account  with  the 
United  States,  or  not ;  but  your  committee  do  not  think  it  material 
whether  she  did  or  not,  for  if  the  United  States  admitted  the  charge 
when  the  State  had  no  right  to  make  it,  they  did  it  in  their  own  wrong, 
and  the  holders  of  the  only  voucher  for  such  charge  are  not  to  be  preju- 
diced by  the  admission. 

Th^t,  upon  a  full  consideration  of  all  these  facts,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion — 

1.  That  the  debt  for  which  this  certificate  was^iven  was  originally  a 
dtebt  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  same  has  never  been  paid,  nor  in  any  manner  satisfied. 
S.  That  your  committee  cannot  consider  it  z payment^  to  attempt  to  set 

off  against  the  certifiate  the  aforesaid  debt,  even  supposing  the  said  debt 
to  have  been  an  existing  valid  debt  at  that  time ;  but, 

4.  Thatthe  said  debt  was,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committise,  cancelled 
in  equity,  by  the  course  of  transactions  between  the  State  and  Lord 
Stirling,  viz : 

1.  The  sacrifice  of  the  mortgaged  premises  at  the  sheriff^s  sale  in  1776, 
on  the  execution  issued  in  1772,  which  was  probably  done,  without  order, 
by  some  subordinate  officer; 

2.  The  State  having  at  their  disposal  in  Decembery  1780,  the  fund 
created  by  the  joint  act  of  the  Legislature  and  Lord  Stirling,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts ; 

5.  Tlie  repeal  of  the  tender  act,  in  June,  1781,  by  which  the  value  of 
that  fund  was  destroyed ; 

V  4.  No  claim  of  such  a  debt  having  been  advanced  by  the  State  when 
the  certificates  were  issued  in  December,  1781 ;  nor, 

6.  In  February,  1782,  when  one  of  the  certificates  was  actually  paid. 
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That,  whatever  may  have  been  the  strict  legal  rights  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  your  <;oramtttee  are  of  opinion  that,  considering  the  signal  ser- 
vices of  Lord  Stirling,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
prayer  ^f  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  granted. 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  it  appears  from  documents  exhibit- 
ed by  the  mem.Qrtalists,  that  they  have  been  substituted  the  trustees  of 
the  estate  of  the  said  Sarah  Alexander,  in  the  place  of  the  said  Broek- 
holst  Livingston  and  Ma'tthew  Clarkion,  both  now  deceased.  Your 
committee  report  a  bilLautbori;Eing  and  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ti:e4$ury  to  issue  scrip  to  the  amount  of  to  the 

said  William  A,  Duer,  John  Duer,  and  Beverley  Robinson,  trustees  of 
the  said  Sirrah  Alexander,  deceased,  receivable  in  payment  for  public, 
lands  at  any  of  the  land  offices  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  in  full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  said  certificate,  whieh  is 
to  be  surrendered  up  by  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  receiv- 
ing such  scrip. 

Trewtow,  February  16, 18S4. 

Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  exsimined  all  the  books 
and  papers  in  the  treasurer's  office  in  relation  to  the  depreciation  pay  of 
individuals  asspmed  by  ihe  United  States'  Government,  and  paid  to  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  and  have  entirely  failed  of  success  in  reaching  the 
object  you  wish.  There  are  no  papers  nor  accounts  pf  any  kind  or  de- 
scription relating  to  that  subject  in  tbe  office.  I  have  also  made,  and 
caused  to  be  made,  a  search  for  the  same  information  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary,  but  have  also  failed  of  success.  There  are,  however,  in  the 
secretary's  office,  two  books  containing  charges  against  the  United  States 
for  military -services  from  1775  up  to  1785,  amounting  to  a  very  large 
sum,  (say  several  millions  of  dollars.).  In  them  I  do  not  find  any  thing 
charged  as  having  been  paid  or  due  to  Lord  Stirting ;  and  there  is  nothing 
to  show  that  any  of  those  claims  were  ever  assuiped  or  settled  by  the 
Gteneral  Government. 

I  have  been  informed  that  James  Ewing  was  the  auditor  of  accounts 
in  this  8tate»  through  whose  bands  moat  of  the. accounts  in  which  the 
State  bad  an  interest  passed  ;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  papers 
relating  to  the  settlement  between  the  State  and  General  Government 
were  lodged  with  and  filed  by  him  ;  it  appears  probable  that  duplioatef, 
as  well  of  the  particulars  settled  and  accounted  for;  as  the  general 
MHilteinient,  were  preserved  and  filed  by  both  parties ;  as  Mr.  Ewing  was 
very  particular  in  preserving  all  papers  coming  into  his  hands,  it  may  be 
that  some  satisfaction  can  be  obtained  from  his  files.  The  present  James 
Ewing,  in  whose  care  all  the  papers  of  his  grandfather  are,  has  been  absent 
from  town  all  the  week  past,  attending  the  Burlington  court.  As  soon 
as  he  rcitumS)  I  will  cause  a  search  to  be  made. 

I  do  not  consider  my  certificate  necessary,  as  no  trace  of  the  informa- 
tion wanted  can  be  found.    You  shall  hear  from  me  by  Monday's  mail. 

Yours,  &c. 

CHARLES  PARKER. 

James  Paexeb,  Esq. 
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TRXA0URT  DCPABTMSNT, 

Register's  Office,  February  25, 1834. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  yonr  reference  to  this 
office  of  Mr.  Shepley's  letter  of  the  22d  inst.,  to  state  that  the  reports 
rendered  to  this  Department  by  the  commissioners  who  settled  the  ac« 
counts  between  the  United  States  and  the  several  States  do  not  exhibit 
the  items,  nor  do  they  refer  to  any  abstracts  or  vouchers  upon  which  the 
credits  were  siven  to  the  States ;  that  the  vouchers  and  papers  which 
accompanied  their  reports,  when  received  by  this  office,  were  without  any 
marks  or  endorsements  designating  which  had  or  which  had  Hot  been 
allowed ;  and  that,  from  this  circumstance,  no  satisfactory  information  on 
that  point,  could  be  obtained  were  they  now  in  existence.  They  were, 
however,  lost  by  the  burning  of  the  Treasury  building  in  1814. 

With  respect  to  the  certincate  issued  by  the  State  of  New  Jersej  for 
the  depreciation  of  pay  to  Lord  Stirling,  I  take  leave  to  remark  that, 
had  the  State  taken  it  up  prior  to  the  28th  of  September,  1788,  and 
charged  it  in  their  account  with  the  United  States,  it  would  have  come 
under  the  class  of  claims  authorized  to  be  allowed  by  the  3d  section  of 
the  act  of  5lh  of  Augus^  1790. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  SMITH. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Tanbt,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Shepley's  letter  is  enclosed. 


April  25,  1834. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Roane,  which  was  referred  to  them,  and 
aubmit  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner  represents  that  William  Royall  was  a  captain  from  the 
State  of  Virginia  on  continental  establishment,  during  the  revolutionary 
war ;  that  he  continued  in  service  until  the  close  of  said  war,  and  thus  be- 
came entitled  to  half  pay  during  his  life,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  five  years' 
foil  pay ;  that  said  William  is  now  dead,  and  that  she  is  his  heir,  and 
entitled  to  the  half  pay  or  commutation  to  which  he,  if  living,  would  have 
been  entitled. 

The  proof  produced  by  the  petitioner  and  the  widow  of  said  William 
shows  that  the  said  William  was  allowed,  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres  of  land,  for  seven  years  and 
fourmonths'  services,  as  a  captain  on  continental  establishment  during  the 
war ;  that  said  William  died  in  the  year  1816 ;  several  witnesses  state  that 
said  William  was  a  captain  in  the  service  during  the  war,  and  they  be- 
lieve that  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  one  witness  states,  posi- 
tiyely,  that  said  William  did  continue  in  ervice  till  the  war  terminated. 
The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  evidence  from  the  records, 
which  show  the  services  of  said  William,  but  it  is  in  evidence  that  the 
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records  are,  in  many  instances,  defective,  and  do  not  contain  the  names 
oi  officers  who  were  without  doubt  in  the  service. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  after  the  lapse  of  so  much  time,  pa- 
rol testimony  is  to  be  received  with  great  caution,  to  establish  claims  ^of 
this  description ;  but  think  that^  in  some  instances,  such  testimony  must 
be  relied  upon,  or  great  injustice  will  be  done  to  individuals.  In  this 
case  the  verbal  testimony  supported  by  the  evidence  of  the  allowance  of 
land  for  seven  years  and  four  months'  service,  renders  it  reasonably  cer- 
tain that  the  services  of  Captain  Royall  were  actually  continued  until 
the  end  of  the  war ;  and  that  he  was,  therefore,  entitled  to  the  commu- 
tation of  five  years*  full  pay,  or  to  half  pay  for  life. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill,  allowing  the  widow  and  heir 
said  five  years'  full  pay.  They  do  not  allow  any  interest  thereon,  be- 
cause the  committee  do  not  believe  interest  ought  to  be  allowed  in  any 
such  case,  unless  application  had  been  made  in  due  time,  and  the  evidence 
furnished  to  the  Government  that  the  officer  was  entitled  to  receive  the 
principal. 


January  6,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Thomas  H.  Baird,  report : 

That  a  bill  was  reported  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1835,  accompanied  by  a  report,  to  which  the  committee  refer,  and 
make  it  a  part  of  this  report.  This  committee  concur  with  the  former 
committee,  and  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


March  2, 1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of 
Thomas  H.  Baird  was  referred,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that,  jn  the  early  part  of  the  year  1776,  his 
father,  Absalom  Baird,  was  appointed  a  mate  in  the  general  hospital  of 
the  continental  army,  and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  the. 
spring  of  1780,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  corps  of  artificers,  under 
Colonel  J.  Baldwin,  in  the  capacity  of  surgeon,  and  continued  to  seiive  in 
such  corps,  and  as  surgeon,  until  it  was  dissolved,  and,  in  part,  discnarg- 
ed  by  Congress,  on  the  29th  of  March  1781,  when  he  became  a  retiring 
officer.  It  appears  by  the  journals  of  Congress,  that,  on  the  12th  of  No- 
vember, 1779,  it  was  resolved  that  the  eleven  companies  of  artificers, 
raised  by  the  quartermaster  general,  be  re-formed,  and  incorporated  and 
arranged  in  such  manner  as  the  commander-in-chief  shall  deem  proper; 
and  that  the  officers  and  men  of  said  corps  be  considered  as  part  of  the 
<luotas  of  the  eighty  battalions,  as  apportioned  on  the  several  States  to 
which  they  respectively  belong.  On  the  16th  of  the  same  month, it  was  re- 
solved, that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  allow  the  corps 
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of  artificers  eatablisbed  bj  Congress  all  tbe  benefits  provided  for  offieen 
and  soldiers  in  the  line  of  their  quotas  of  the  continental  battalions,  ex- 
cept the  half  pay.  Tbe  half  pay  here  referred  to  was  granted  for  seven 
years;  by  the  resolution  of  the  15tb  May,  1778,  and  by  the  subsequent 
resolution  pf  August  11,  1779,  was  extended  to  continue  for  life.  In  the 
reorganization  of  tbe  army,  on  the  8d  October  1780,  a  regiment  of  artifi- 
cers was  retained,  to  .consist  of  eight  companies,  and  each  company  to 
consist  of  sixty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  On  the  29th 
March,  1781,  the  regiment  of  artificers  commanded  by  Colonel  Baldwia 
was  dissolved.  Tbe  resolution  of  January  17, 1781,  granted  half  pay  for 
life  to  the  officers  in  the  hospital  department  and  medical  staff,  who  should 
continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  be  reduced  before  that  time 
as  supernumeraries.  Dr.  Absalom  Baird  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
inittee,  entitled  to  claim  the  benefit  of  this  provision.  He  was  an  officer 
of  the  medical  staff  at  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  in  a  regiment  on  con- 
tinental  establishment,  which  regiment  was  subsequently  reduced  by 
Congress.  The  exclusion  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  artificers  from 
the  beuefit  of  half  pay,  by  the  resolution  of  the  16th  November,  1779,  is 
not  contained  in  the  resolutions  of  31st  October,  1780,  and  of  January  17, 
1781.  Colonel  Baldwin,  who  commanded  this  regiment,  and  other  offi- 
cers belonging  to  it,  were  allowed  the  same  emoluments  received  by  of- 
ficers of  the  line  who  retired  under  tbe  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
and  21st  of  October,  1780.  No  reason  can  exist  for  a  distinction  be- 
tween those  officers  and  the  surgeon  of  the  same  regiment,  as  Congress, 
by  the  resolution  of  17th  January,  1781,  extended  the  benefit  of  half  pay 
to  officers  in  the  hospital  department  and  medical  staff.  Tbe  committee 
therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Baird. 


January  12,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Maggart,  heir  of  William  Orymes,  deceased, 
report : 

This  case  was  examined  at  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-third  Con- 
gress, and  a  favorable  report  made  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  the  petitioner.  The  bill  was,  however,  not  reached,  and  re- 
mained unacted  on. 

The  committee,  in  reviewing  the  case,  find  no  cause  for  a  change  of 
opinion.  They  adopt  tbe  former  report,  and  ask  that  it  may  be  made  a 
part  of  this  report.     A  bill  is  accordingly  again  reported. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Haggart,  only^  child  of  William  Grymes,  de- 
ceased, report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  she  is  the  only  child  of  the  late  Major  Wil- 
liam Grymes;  that  her  father  entered  the  service  of  die  United  States<t 
an  early  period  of  the  revolutionary  war ;  that  he  served  in  the  Virgiai* 
line  on  continental  establishment  as  a  captain ;  that  be  died  in  the  8e^ 
vice  shoi^tly  aAer  the  battle  of  Germantown,  having  before  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major. 
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At  the  only  child  andliieir  of  Major  Grytties,  her  mother  having  died 
in  her  widowhood,  in  Uie  year  1789,  she  claims  the  seven  years  half  pay 
promised  to  the  widow  or  orphan  children  of  such  officers  as  should  die 
in  the  service,  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  passed  May  15,  1778,  and 
August  24, 1780. 

It  has  been  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  by  sufficient 
evidence,  that  William  Grymes  was  a  captain  in  the  15th  Virginia  regi- 
ment on  continental  establishment;  that  he  died  in  the  service,  August  1, 
1777,  and  that  he  left  a  widow,  now  deceased,  and  an  only  child,  the  peti- 
tioner. It  also  appears,  from  the  records  in  the  Third  Auditor^s  office, 
and  those  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  also  from  the 
records  of  tne  auditor's  office  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  that  neither  the 
seven  years*  half  pay,  nor  any  part  of  it,  has  been  paid  to  the  widow  or 
child  of  said  Grymes.  The  committee,  believing  it  justly  due,  report  a 
bill  for  its  payment.  Having,  however,  not  found  sufficient  evidence  that 
Mr.  Grymes  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  before  his  death,  it  is 
made  according  to  the  rank  of  a  captain  only. 


Februart  8,  1836« 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Woodford  Taylor,  administrator  of  Thornton  Taylor,  deceased, 
report: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  his  intestate,  Thornton  Taylor,  was  an 
ensign  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  in  the  army  of 
the  Revolution,  and  continued  in  service  as  such  till  the  end  of  the  war; 
that  is,  that  he  was  either  engaged  in  actual  service  during  the  whole 
war,  or  was,  towards  the  close  of  it,  a  supernumerary.  And  he  therefore 
claims  the  cpmrautatiou  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  for 
life,  of  an  ensign. 

The  committee  being  satisfied,  by  the  proof  adduced  by  the  petitioner, 
of  the  truth  of  the  facts  alleged  in  his  petition,  report  a  bill  giving  him 
the  relief  prayed  in  his  petition. 


February  8, 1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  th# 
claim  of  James  and  Rebecca  Sutherland,  of  the  State  of  North  Carolinai 
submit  the  following  report : 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  firom  very  satisfactory  evidence,  that  James 
Parkerson,  of  North  Carolina,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  contmental  linei 
and  died  in  the  service  during  the  revolutionary  war ;  and,  consequently, 
that  his  widow  or  children  became  entitled  to  seven  years*  half  pay  of  a 
lieutenant.  It  further  appears  that  the  said  Rebecca  is  the  only  child  of 
the  said  James  Parkerson  ;  and  it  is  proved  to  a  reasonable  certainty  that 
the  wife  of  said  Parkerson  has  been  dead  for  many  years;  but  whether 
before  or  after  the  death  of  her  husband  does  not  appear. 
38 
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The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  James  and  Rebecca  Suther- 
land are  well  entitled  to  the  seven  years'  half  pay  claimed  by  them;  and 
therefore  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


Februaht  S,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  were  referred  the 
petition  and  papers  of  Sarah  Hopkins,  have  had  the  same  under  consider- 
ation, and  submit  the  following  report: 

It  appears  that  David  Hopkins,  of  South  Corolina,  entered  the  service 
of  the  United  States  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  a  captain  in 
the  continental  line  from  that  State  to  the  battle  at  the  Fish  Dam,  in  the 
year  1780,  after  which  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  com- 
maaded  the  third  regiment  in  the  continental  line  to  the  end  of  the  war^ 
and  that  neither  he  nor  his  representatives  have  received  the  half  pay  for 
life  or  the  commutation  promised  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  above  facts  the  committee  believe  are  satisfactorily  established  by 
the  depositions  of  Robert  Cowley,  Philip  Pearson,  William  Vaughan,  Jo- 
seph McJunkin,  and  sundry  papers  of  ancient  date  which  are  filed  with 
the  petition.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  deceased. 


March  22,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  representatives  of  Colonel  John  Hazlet  for  the  half  pay 
to  which  he  was  entitled,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

Tliat  it  appears  the  said  John  Hazlet  was  a  colonel,  and  commanded 
the  Delaware  regiment  on  continental  establishment  from  January,  1776, 
to  the  3d  day  of  January,  1777,  when  he  was  killed  in  the  battle  at  Prince- 
ton. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  left  a  widow  and  five  children ;  that 
his  widow  survived  him  but  a  very  short  time.  The  names  of  his  chil- 
dren were  John,  Mary,  Ann,  Joseph,  and  Jemima,  three  of  whom,  to  wit : 
John,  Mary,  and  Ann,  have  also  departc^d  this  life,  leaving  no  diildren. 
Joseph  married,  and  is  now  dead,  leaving  no  children — Ann,  John,  Jo- 
seph, and  Jemima — and  of  these,  Joseph  died  in  the  year  181 3,  without 
issue. 

Jemima,  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Hazlet,  married  G^rge  Monro,  and 
died  In  the  year  1821,  leaving  five  children,  namely,  Lydia,  now  married 
to  E.  W.  Gilbeil ;  Mary  Ann,  married  to  Thomas  J.  Boyd  ;  Margaretta, 
married  to  William  Darrach;  G^rge  Monro, and  Susan  E.  Monro;  BJd 
the  said  George  Monro  last  named  is  dead  without  issue. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  upon  the  death  of  Colonel  Hazlet's 
widow,  his  children  then  living  Were  entitled  to  the  seven  years'  half  p«T 
promised  to  the  widows  and  children  of  such  officers  as  had  died  or  migh^ 
thereafter  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  upon  their 
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death  their  next  of  kin  became  entitled  to  the  respective  proportions,  of 
this  debt,  under  the  statutes  of  distribution. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  debt,  or  any  part  of  it,  has  ever  been  paid: 
therefore  the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 


DsciMBsm  22^  1837.  ^ 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  CiaimSf  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  oC  Elizabeth  Hunt,  report : 

That  the  petitiooer,  as  the  sole  heir  of  Captain  William  Hendricks,  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line  on  continental  establishment,  claims  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  and  bounty  lands  given  by  the  resolves  of  Congress  to  the  rep- 
resentatiyes  of  officers  slain  in  battle.  Captain  Hendricks  was  one  of  the 
gallant  band  who  performed  the  extraordinary  march  from  the  Kennebec 
river,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  through  the  wilderness,  to  the  walls  of  Que- 
bee,  and  was  slain  iu  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to  storm  that  fortress,  at 
the  side  of  the  much  lamented  Montgomery.  Captain  Hendricks  lives  iu 
history,  and  will  ever  be  considered  as  one  of  the  first  martyrs  in  the 
cause  of  American  freedom.  His  meQM>ry  must  ever  be  dear  to  his  coun- 
trymen as  one  of  those  heroes  who  bled  and  died  for  his  country's  good. 
Others  have  had  honors  and  remards,  but  Captain  Hendricks's  family 
have  never  received  any  mark  of  gratitude  or  boimty  of  the  Government. 

The  petitioner,  the  niece  of  Captain  Hendricks,  cannot  receive  the  aeven 
years'  half  pay  prayed  for,  as  the  resolution  of  Congress  limits  it  to  the 
wid(\w  and  children  of  the  deceased  officer.  But  the  grant  of  lands  is 
not  so  restricted;  and  the  committee  think  she  is,  as  the  representative  of 
Captain  Hendricks,  entitled  to  the  three  himdred  acres  allowed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  Revolution  to  captains  serving  in  the  contmental  establish- 
ment.   A  bill  is  accordingly  reported. 


December  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Levin  K.  Adams,  John  B.  Bowers,  Peter  Adams,  and  John 
Adams,  praying  for  the  renewal  of  certain  land  warrants,  report : 

That  the  petitioners  state  that  they  are  the  heirs  of  the  late  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Peter  Adams  and  Lieutenant  William  Adams,  of  the  Maryland 
line,  and  Captaui  Nathan  Adams,  of  the  Delaware  line,  of  the  anriy  of 
the  Revolution;  that  they  have  never  received  any  benefit  from  three 
land  warrants,  issued  from  the  Bounty  Land  office  at  Washington  city, 
15th  December,  1807,  said  warrants  having  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  honorable  Samuel  White,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the  purpose 
of  havmg  them  located  ;  and  he  dyuig  shortly  after  receiving  them,  the 
warrants  were  not  to  be  found  among  his  papers.  The  petitioners  there- 
fore pray  that  an  act  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  renewal  of  the  said 
lost  warrants,  to  wit :  warrants  Nos.  371,  372,  and  373,  issued  as  above 
mentioned  for  services  performed  by  the  said  Peter,  Natbaniand  William 


Adams,  in  the  revolutionary  war.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  having  stated  that  the  warrants  aforesaid  have  not  been  sur- 
rendered or  satisfied,  the  committee  report  a  bill  according  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  , 


DEC£BCBEft  m,  18S7. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Rebecca  Sampson  and  Harriet  Fisher, report: 

That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  at  the  1st  session  of  the 
23d  Congress,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  said  petition;  that  the  same 
not  being  finally  act^d  upon  by  that  Congress,  was  re-examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  at  the  1st  session  of  the  24th  Con- 
gress, tod  the  report  of  the  former  committee  was  adopted.  No  final 
disposition  of  the  case  having  been  made  by  that  Congress,  the  committee, 
mi  a  new  examination  of  the  matter  of  the  petition,  have  oome  to  the 
same  conclusions  of  the  two  former  committees,  and  therefore  adopt  their 
repotts,  which  are  as  follows  : 

<<  That  it  appears,  at  the  1st  session  of  the  2Sd  Congress,  the  Conmiittee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  said  petition, 
which  is  as  follows : 

"  That  the  petitioners  represent  Ihat  Crocker  Sam{>son,  late  of  Kings- 
ton, Massachusetts,  deceased,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Massachusetts  line 
of  the  revolutionary  army ;  and  that,  during  his  life;  he  was  the  holder 
and  owner  of^a  military  bounty  land  warrant.  No.  1,915,  for  200  acres  of 
land,  and  that  said  warrant  has  been  lost  by  accident ;  that  the  petitioners, 
together  with  Lucy  Sampson  and  Rebecca  Crocker,  (wife  of  Zenas  Crock- 
er,) are  the  legal  heirs  of  said  Crocker  Sampson.  The  petitioners  pray 
that  a  duplicate  warrant  may  issue  for  said  200  acres  of  land. 

"  It  appears  that  a  warrant,  as  described  in  the  petition,  did  issue  to 
said  Crocker  Sampson;  and  the  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  evidence 
in  the  case,  viz  :  the  affidavit  of  the  said  Rebecca  Sampson,  and  the  cer- 
tificate of  T.  P.  Beal,  Esq.,  that  the  same  warrant  has  been  lost  or  de- 
stroyed by  accident" 

^  The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  pvayer  of 
the  petitioner." 

<<  The  committee,  on  re-examination  of  the  case,  have  come  to  the  same 
conclusion,  and  therefore  report  a  bill" 

The  oommktiee,  ti^refore,  report  a  bilL 


Dbcember  22,  1837. 

The  Commitfee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of  Levi 
Chodwick  was  referred,  report : 

It  appears  that  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  1818,  warrant  No.  TlOyfof 
one  hundred  acres,  issued  from  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  in  the  name  of 
Levi  Chadwich,  alias  Shadwick,  a  soldier  in  tHe  New  Jersey  continental 
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liB#.  No  location  has  been  made  on  4his  wanant,  nor  has  it  been  sur* 
rendered  at  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  either  a 
patent  or  scrip  ;  and,  from  the  testimony,  it  appears  to  have  been  lost 
The  petitioner,  who  is  shown  to  be  the  person  to  whom  the  original  war- 
want  issued,  prays  that  a  duplicate  warrant  may  be  issued  to  him;  and 
the  committee  report  a  Mil  accordingly. 


Dec£Mbbr  2d,  1337, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  >»bich  was  referred  tlie 
case  of  William  Vawter^s  heirs,  report : 

This  case  has  heretofore  received  the  conderation  of  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  and  a  report  at  length  made  thereupon  on  the  26th 
January,  1835,  by  Mr.  Marshall.  Your  committee  adopt  the  views  con- 
tained in  the  said  report,  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  report  a  bill,   . 

January  26, 1835. 

Tho  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the. 
case  of  William  Vawter's  heirs,  report : 

That,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1832,  an  act  was  approved  allowing  five 
years'  full  pay  to  the  heirs  of  William  Vawter,  fox  their  father's  services 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  with  interest  thereon,  according  to  the  funding 
act  of  August,  1790;.  which  five  years'  full  pay  is  declared  to  be  com- 
mutation of  his  half  pay  for  life.  On  the  5lh  of  July,  1832,  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  liquidating  and  paying  certain  claims  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,''  became  a  law.  This  act  provides,  among  other  things,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  pay  to  the  officers  of  certain  regi- 
ments of  the  Virginia  line,  named  in  the  act,  "  those  claims  for  half  pay 
which  have  not  been  paid  or  prosecuted  to  judgment  against  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  for  which  said  State  would  be  bound  oa  the  principles  of 
the  half-pay  eases  already  decided  by  the  court  of  appeals  of  said  State.'' 
Among  the  regiments  named  in  the  act,  and  to  which  the  provision  just 
cited  relates,  is  that  commanded  by  Colonel  George  Gibson ;  and  the 
main  principle  of  the  half-pay  cases  decided  by  the  court  of  appeals  of 
Virginia  was,  that  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  State  line  who  served  to 
the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  or  who,  becoming  supernumerary  by 
the  reduction  of  any  of  the  State-line  regiments,  &c.,  did  not  refuse  to  re- 
enter the  service  if  required  so  to  do,  were  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  un- 
der the  Virginia  act^of  May,  1779.  The  provision  of  the  act  of  5th  July, 
1832,  above  recited,  is  an  assumption  by  the  United  States  of  the  lia- 
bility of  Virginia,  thus  defined,  to  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  regiments 
named  in  the  act  their  half  pay  for  life. 

William  Vawter  was  a  lieutenant  in*  the  regiment  commanded  by 
Colonel  George  Gibson,  and  was  one  of  the  officers  of  that  regiment  who 
had  brought  himself  within  the  principle  by  which,  according  to  the  decis- 
ion of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia,  he  was  entitled  to  half  pay  for 
life.  (See  Reports  of  the  House,  1st  session  22d  Congress,  No.  191, 
page  53.)  The  claim  of  William  Vawter  to  half  pay  for  life,  haying 
tiever  been  paid  or.  prosecuted  to  judgment  against  the  State  of  Virginia, 
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10  dearly  one  of  those  which  the  Secretajy  of  tlie  Treasury  is  directed  to 
pay  by  the  act  of  July  5, 1832.  Accordingly,  after  (he  pcissage  of  that  act, 
his  heirs,  alleging  that  the  five  years'  full  pay,  with  interest,  allowed  to 
them  in  the  name  of  commutation  by  the  special  act  in  their  favor  of  the 
25th  of  May,  1832,  was  not  equal  to  the  half  pay  for  the  life  of  their 
father,  payable  under  the  act  of  the  5th  July,  applied  at  the  Treasury  for 
payment  of  the  diflference  under  the  provisions  of  the  latter  act  This 
application  was  refused,  upon  the  ground  that  the  Conunittee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims  had,  in  December,  1831,  reported  lliat  William  Vawt^ 
was  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  21st  October,  1780, 
promising  half  pay  for  life  to  certain  officers,  and  was,  therefore,  entitled 
to  commutation  ;  and  that  a  bill,  allowing  commutation,  &c.  to  his  heiis, 
had  passed,  &c. 

TrEASUKT  DfiPARTMSMT, 

December  10,  1832. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
State  of  Virginia  passed  an  act  in  1779,  giving  half  pay  to  their  military 
officers,  both  State  and  Continental,  who  should  become  supernumerary, 
or  serve  until  the  close  of  the  war,  unless  they  should  refuse  to  rejoin  the 
army,  if  supernumerary,  and  required  so  to  do,  or  "Congress  do  not 
make  some  tantamoimt  provision  for  them/'  On  the  21st  October,  1780, 
Congress  passed  a  resolve  allowing  half  pay  for  life  to  the  officers  of  the 
continentul  line  who  shotild  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  become  super- 
numerary. It  appears,  by  the  report  of  the  23d  December,  1831,  of  the 
Con^mittee  o*i  Revolutionary  Clasms  of  the  House  of  Reprentativcs, 
tliat  William  Vawter  was  a  lieutenant  of  Colonel  Oeorge  Gibeon's  regi- 
ment of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  and  so  continued 
until  the  resolves  of  the  3d  and  21st  October,  1780,  made  him  a  super- 
numerary, and  that,  as  such,  he  was  entitled  to  the  provisions  of  the  re- 
solve of  Congress  of  the  21st  October,  1780.  The  committee,  therefore, 
reported  a  bill  for  his  relief,  which  passed,  giving  him  commutation,  with 
interest.  This  placed  him  on  a  footing  with  other  Virginia  continental 
officers,  who,  if  Congress  had  not  made  provision  for  them  by  the  resolve 
of  the  21st  October,  1780,  would  have  been  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life 
f5rom  Virginia.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  conceived  that  Mr. 
Vawter  has  any  claim  on  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasitry. 

The  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  of  Reps. 

It  is  evident  that  the  belief  that  Vawter  was  embraced  by  the  resola- 
tion  of  21st  October,  1780,  led  to  the  allowance  of  commutation  to  his 
heirs,  and  to  their  exclusion  from  the  provision  of  the  act  of  the  5tli  July, 
1832,  The  basis  of  the  report,  and  of  the  allowance  of  commutation,  is 
the  fact  that  the  9th  Virginia  continental  regiment,  having  been  captured 
at  Germantown,  Gibson's  regiment,  acknowedged  to  have  been  originally 
a  State  regiment,  conunanded  by  State  officers,  was,  by  an  act  of  the 
Virginia  legislature,  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  captured  regiment 
until  the  latter  should  be  exchanged  ;  and  that  it  did,  in  fact,  serve  for 
some  period,  tiol  exactly  known,  with  the  continental  army,  out  of  the 


State  of  Virginia.    The  report  goes  on  to  state,  that  Vawter  had  served 
with  this  regitnent  until,  by  the  arrangement  of  the  army,  at  the  clo^  of 
the  jrtjar  1780,  he  was  deranged;  and,  from  these  facts,  concludes  that 
he  was  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  21st  October,  1780.     The  facts 
here  stated  certainly  present  very  strong  ground  for  the  conclusion  to 
which  the  committee  came,  and  for  the  allowance  of  commutation.  They 
were  of  the  most  persuasive  forqe,  when  the  alternative  seemed  to  be, 
that  if  Vawter's  case  did  not  come  within  the  resolution  of  the  2l8t  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  his  services  were  to  go  unremunerated.    But  the  evidence  al-' 
ready  referred  to  (contained  in  report  191,  Ist  sess.  22d  Cong.)  was  not 
oidy  not  before  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  when  the  facts 
of  this  case  were  first  investigated,  and  the  report  made  thereon,  but  its 
existence  wa«  scarcely  known,  even  in  Virginia.    The  discovery  of  that 
evidence  forced  upon  Virginia  the  full  acknowledgment  of  her  liability, 
under  the  act  of  May,  1779,  to  pay  to  the  officers  of  her  State  regiments 
the  half  pay  for  life  promised  in  that  act    This  evidence  proves  tliat, 
BOtwithstanding  the  facts  stated  with  respect  to  Oibson's  regiment,  it  was, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  regarded  as  a  State  regiment,  whose  officers  were 
entitled  to  the  provision  of  the  act  of  May  1779,  and  were  not  embraced 
by  the  resolve  of  October,  1780.     The  subsequent  application  of  Vir- 
ginia to  the  United  States  (in  1831)  to  assume  the  performance  of  her 
promise  of  half  pay  for  life  to  the  officers  of  this  and  other  regiments, 
and  the  express  assumption  of  the  United  States,  by  the  act  of  5th  July, 
18S2,  to  pay  the  half  pay  for  life  to  the  officers  of  this  regiment,  as  due 
to  them  under  the  act  of  May,  1779,  show  conclusively  the  opinion  of 
both  Governments  as  to  the  character  of  the  regiment,  and  determine 
finally  the  rights  of  its  officers.     If  they  were  entitled  to  the  half  pay  for 
life  from  Virginia,  they  were  not  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  or  commu- 
tation, under  the  resolves  of  Congress;  and  if  embraced  by  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  October,  1780,  they  were  thereby  deprived  of  all  claim  to 
half  pay  for  life  from  Virginia.     In  affiring  their  right  to  the  half  pay 
from  Virginia,  the  public  acts  referred  to  decide,  finally,  that  tliey  were  , 
not  embraced  by  the  resolve  of  2 1st  October,  1780. 

The  case  of  Vawter  cannot  be  distinguished  from  that  of  the  otlier  offi- 
cers of  his  regiment,  either  as  regards  th6  application  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress,  or  the  effect  of  the  decision  implied  in  the  act  of  July  5,  1832. 
If,  because  he  was  an  officer  of  a  regiment  which  had  been  substitued  in 
the  place  of  a  continental  regiment,  he  is  to  be  considered  as  one  to  whom 
the  resolve  of  October,  1780,  offers  half  pay  for  life,  for  the  same  reason 
that  offer  must  be  considered  as  extending  to  all  the  officers  of  the  same 
regiment.  If  the  fact  that  he  was  reduced  or  deranged  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1780  demonstrates  that  he  was  embraced  by  the  resolution,  or  of  it- 
self brings  him  within  it,  the  fact  that  the  others  were  retained  had  the 
same  effect  as  to  them  ;  for  the  resolution  provides  as  well  for  the  officers 
who  should  be  retained,  as  for  those  who  should  be  reduced.  The  act  of 
5th  July,  1832,  as»»rting  the  right  of  the  officers  of  Gibson's  regiment  to 
half  pay  for  life  from  Virginia,  denies  their  right  to  the  half  pay  under 
the  resolves  of  Congress,  and  to  the  five  years'  full  pay,  into  which  it  was 
commuted.  It  makes  no  discrimination  l)etween  the  officers  of  that  regi^ 
ment,  who  had  brmight  themselves  within  the  decision  of  the  coiut  of  ap- 
peals, but  deems  all  such  entitled  to  half  pay  from  Virginia,  and  provides 
for  the  payment  of  all  arrearages  to  them. 
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II  k  imqaesttonable  that,  but  for  the  allowauea  of  commntatioi;  by  the 
act  of  25th  May,  1832,  Vawter's  heirs  woald  have  received  the  fuU 
amount  of  their  father's  half  pay  for  life,  under  the  act  of  5ti\  Juljr. 
What,  then,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  effect  of  the  fomaer  act?  Does  it 
preclude  Vawter's  heirs  from  the  benefit  of  the  latter  ? 

Tiie  act  of  25th  May  was  passed  upon  the  supposition,  and  impliedly 
asserts  the  fact,  that  the  officers  of  Gibson's  regiment  were  embraced  in 
the  resolTC  of  21st  October,  1780.  The  act  of  25th  May,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  that  regiment,  rests  upon,  and  impliedly  asserts,  the  fact  that  its 
officers  were  not  embraced  in  that  resolution.  If  the  fact  aasunoed  in  the 
first  act  be  true,  then  neither  Vawter  nor  the  other  officers  of  Gibson's 
regiment  wece  entitled  to  the  half  pay  for  life  from  Virginia,  which  the 
last  act  directs  to  be  paid.  If  the  fact  assUnoed  in  the  last;  act  be  true, 
then  Vawter  was  not  entitled  to  the  commutation  allowed  to  his  heirs  by 
tiie  first ;  and  he  and  all  other  officers  of  Gibson's  regiment,  wUose  ser- 
vices brought  them  within  the  principle  of  the  cases  decided  by  tho  court 
of  appeals  of  Virginia,  were  entided  to  half  pay  for  life  from  that  State, 
and  were  properly  provided  for  by  the  act  of  5th  July.  Comparing  these 
two  acts,  in  every  point  of  view ;  considering  the  source  of  the  applica- 
tion for  each ;  the  nature  of  the  evidence  on  which  each  was  baaed ;  the 
amoimt  of  money  involved  in  each  ;  and  the  degree  of  consideration  given 
to  each,  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that, 
as  to  all  matters  of  fact  and  principle  involved  in  each,  the  act  of  5th 
July  must  be  allowed  superior  weight  and  authority.  They  are,  more- 
over, of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  right  of  the  offi- 
cers of  Gibson's  regiment,  as  settled  by  the  act  of  5th  July,  is,  itself,  enti- 
tled to  great  weight.  It  follows  that,  when  the  act  of  25th  May  passed, 
allowing  commutation  to  Vawter's  heirs,  they  had  no  claim  whatever 
against  the  United  States,  either  for  commutation  or  for  half  pay,  but  had 
a  claim  against  the  State  of  Virginia  for  half  pay  during  the  life  of  their 
father ;  which  claim  against  the  State  of  Virginia  was  afterwards  assu- 
med by  the  United  States,  by  the  act  of  5th  July. 

There  is  no  ground  to  suppose  that,  in  applying  for  commutation,  or  in 
allowing  it,  either  party  intended  to  deceive  the  other  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  facts,  as  then  believed,  justified  both  the  application  and  the  allow- 
ance. The  question,  then,  is,  whether  the  payment  by  the  United  States 
to  Vawter's  fieirs  of  a  sum  supposed  to  be  due  from  the  former  to  the 
latter,  when,  in  fistct,  nothing  was  due  between  them,  shall  be  held  to  be 
a  full  satisfaction  of  a  greater  sum  actually  due  from  Virginia  to  Vaw- 
ter's heirs,  and  of  which  the  payment  was  afterwards  assumed  by  the 
United  States  ?  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  this  question  can  only 
be  answered  in  the  negative. 

It  is  a  known  fact,  that  in  cases  in  which  Virginia,  shrinking  from  the 
full  discharge  of  her  promise,  had  authorized  partial  payments,  (for  in- 
stance, five  years'  full  pay,)  with  the  express  declaration  that  they  were 
to  be  taken  as  a  full  discharge  of  half  pay  for  life,  and  the  payments  were 
made  and  received  under  this  declaration,  they  have  yet  been  considered 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as  (what  they  in  reality  were)  mere 
partial  payments;  and  the  residue  of  the  half  pay  for  life  has  been  paid, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  5th  July.  But  if  a  partial  payment  by 
Virginia,  the  real  debtor,  made  and  received  under  an  express  declaration 
on  her  part  that  it  is  to  be  taken  as  full  satisfaction  of  the  whole  demand, 


cannot,'  in  tl^at  elevated  flenae  of  moxal  right  which  chartcterizes  this 
Government,  be  considered  as  extinguishing  the  residue  of  adjust  debt; 
upon  what  principle  can  the  United  States,  after  having  assumed  to  pay 
to  the  officers  of  Gibson's  regiment  the  entire  amomit  of  the  half  pay  for 
life  promised  by  Virginia,  and  remaining  unpaid,  claim  that  a  previous 
payment  to  one  of  those  officers  (to  whom  they  then  owed  nothing)  of  a 
sum  less  than  that  which,  by  the  assumption,  is  now  found  to  be  due  to 
him,  shall  be  considered  as  a  full  satisfaction  of  this  greater  sum  justly 
due  ?  The  committee  do  not  fin^  authority  for  this  position  in  any  pxin- 
ciple  compatible  either  with  justise  or  the  character  of  the  Government, 
and  think  it  would  better  comport  with  both  to  consider  the  payment 
made  under  a  mistaken  liability,  and  in  a  mistaken  name  of  commutation, 
as  so  much  paid  towards  the  real  claim  of  haJf  pay  for  life,  rather  than  to 
rest  upon  the  full  discharge  of  the  mistaken  claim  as  a  full  satisfaction  of 
a  greater  one  which  is  real.  Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  do  not  find, 
in  the  passage  of  the  act  for  the  benefit  of  Vawter's  heirs,  and  the  pay- 
ment under  it,  a  reasonable  ground  foi  excluding  them  from  the  benefit 
of  the  act  of  the  5th  July,  1832,  which  hag  been,  or  may  be,  received  by 
all  the  other  officers  of  Gibson's  regiment.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  payment  to  the  heirs  of  William  Vawter  of  so  much  of  the 
half  pay  for  the  life  of  their  father  as  remains  unpaid,  after  crediting  the  ^ 
sum  already  paid  under  the  said  act  of  25tb  May,  IS32. 


DSCKMBER  22y  1837. 

The  Conmiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  report : 

That  this  claim  was  presented  at  the  last  Congress,  and  was  investiga-- 
ted  by  the  conunittee.  They  refer  to  their  report  of  the  last  session, 
and  make  it  a  part  of  the  present  report,  together  with  additional  evidence 
and  documents.  Heretofore  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
justice  of  this  claim  had  been  evinced  ;  audits  non-payment  was  admitted 
by  the  commissioner  of  Virginia.  But  the  next  question  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  the  committee,  was,  whether  it  was  ever  settled  by  the 
United  States  with  Virginia,  either  in  the  particular  account  of  the  latter 
rendered  in  1788,  or  in  the  aggregate  amount  of  disbursements  and  ad- 
vances credited  to  Virginia  in  her  settlement  with  the  United  States  in 
1793.  Tliese  were  the  only  settlements,  between  the  United  States  and 
Virginia,  in  which  the  claim  of  the  memorialist  could  have  been  em- 
braced as  forming  part  of  the  account  current  of  Virginia  agjainst  the 
Government  of  the  Union.  For,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  bill  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  General  Clarke,  in  favor  of  the  memorialis;t,on  Pollock, 
the  commercial  agent  of  Virginia  at  New  Orleaus,  and  "  protested  for  want 
of  funds,"  was  embraced  in  either  of  those  settlements,  as  a  chaise  on  the 
part  of  Virginia  against  the  United  States  for  "  disbursements  and  ad- 
vances," or  otiierwise  in  the  "  particular  account"  of  that  State,  as  settled 
in  1788,  or  in  the  aggregate  amount  of  her  account  for  "  disbursements 
and  advance-s"  as  settled  with  the  United  States  in  1793,  it  is  clear  the 
United  States  are  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  the  me- 
niorialist  must  look  to  Virginia,  whp  has  received  the  money,  and  who 
39 
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alone  would  be  liable  to  him.  It  in  to  bo  regretted  that  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  United  States,  for  "expenses  uicurred 
and  advances  made'*  by  the  former  in  the  Illinois  campaign  of  1778  and 
'79,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  the  offices  of  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  Virginia,  where,  if  they 
existed  at  all,  they  would  probably  be  found.  There  is  no  trace  either  of 
the  settlement  of  1768,  or  that  of  1793,  between  Virginia  and  the  United 
States,  to  be  found  among  the  public  archives,  either  at  Richmond  or  at 
Washington.  (See  documents  C,  D,  H,  certificate  of  Mr.  Hagner  and  of 
the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  Virginia.)  Could  they  have  been  produced, 
all  doubt  in  this  case  would  have  been  removed. 

In  the  absence  of  any  positive  proof,  the  committee  have  been  obliged 
to  resort  to  secondary  evidence.  They  believe,  from  all  that  has  been 
taken  in  support  of  the  memorial  of  the  claimant ;  from  the  memorial  it- 
self, swora  to  by  Colonel  Vigo,  sustained  by  the  high  character  he  pos- 
sesses for  honor  and  integrity,  as  testified  by  gentlemen  of  the  first  re- 
spectability in  the  West ;  as  well  as  from  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Smith,  (the 
commissioner  of  revolutionary  claims  on  the  part  of  Virginia,)  in  whose 
possession  and  custody  the  original  accounts  current  of  Clarke  and  Pol- 
lock, as  settled  with  Virginia,  now  are,  (see  document  No,  3 ;)  that  the 
presumption  is  great,  and  the  inference  clear,  that  in  no  settlement  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  Virginia,  was  the  bill  of  the  petitioner  for 
88,616  ever  made  an  item  in  the  account  of  the  latter  against  the  former 
for  «  expenses  incurred  or  disbursements  made,"  in  the  Illinois  campaign 
of  1778  and  '79.  What  are  the  facts,  as  shown  in  the  memorial,  and  in 
the  documents  and  proofs  accompanying  it  ? 

The  bill  of  exchange,  mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  claimant,  was 
drawn  in  his  favor  by  General  Clarke  on  Pollock,  the  commercial  agent 
of  Virginia,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1778.  It  was  to  be  paid  in  specie.  It 
was  for  supplies  actually  furnished  by  the  memorialist  to  the  **  Illinois 
regiment'*  then  in  the  service  of  Virginia,  and  under  the  command  of 
Clarke.  The  bill  was  "  protested  for  the  want  of  funds,"  as  is  sworn  to  by 
the  memorialist,  Vigo.  In  the  year  1788,  (the  year  when  the  first  settle- 
ment took  place  between  the  United  States  and  Virginia,  "  for  expenses 
inciured  in  the  Illinois  campaign,")  Vigo  was  in  possession  of  the  bill,  and 
presented  the  same  again  to  Pollock  for  settlement,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsyl- 
vania, ^  who  advised  Vigo  to  keep  it,  as  it  would  be  paid  some  time  or 
other.*'  (See  deposition  of  Pierre  Menard.)  It  further  appears^  that 
after  Pollock's  reljusal  to  pay  it  when  presented  the  second  time,  Vigo  re- 
tained it,  and  kept  possession  of  it  until  December,  1799,  six  years  after 
the  settlement  between  the  United  States  and  Virginia,  as  finally  made. 
That  it  was  then  (December,  1799,)  unpaid  and  unsatisfied  in  the  hands  of 
the  payee,  (Vigo,)  and  was  by  him  delivered  to  Judge  Burnett,  of  Cincin- 
nati, for  collection  ;  from  which  time  the  bill  has  been  lost.  In  addition 
to  which,  the  committee  have  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  commis- 
sioner of  Virginia,  (in  whose  possession  and  custody  the  original  accounts 
current  of  Clarke  and  Pollock,  as  settled  with  Virginia,  now  are)  that  In 
neither  of  these  accounts,  as  settled  with  Virginia,  in  their  final  settlement 
with  that  Slate,  "for  expenses  incurred  and  advances  made"  in  the  "Illi- 
nois campaign''  is  this  bill  of  exchange  charged  as  an  ilem,  although  the 
other  bills  mentioned 'by  Vigo,  in  his  memorial,  as  having  been  sold  at  a 
discount,  are.    (See  certificate,  doc.  3.) 


Prom  these  facts,  and  on  tMs  proof,  in  the  absence  of  positive  testimony, 
the  presumption  is  great,  and  the  inference  almost  irresistible,  that  neither 
in  the  settlement  between  the  United  States  and  Virginia,  in  17S8,  nor  in 
that  of  1793,  nor  at  ajiy  other  time,  was  the  bill  of  the  memorialist,  for 
jt8,616,  ever  made  an  item  in  the  account  of  Virginia  against  the  United 
States,  and  credited  by  the  latter.  That  it  could  not  be,  the  reasons  are 
plain. 

In  th^  first  place,  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  would  not, 
(nor  by  law,  could  not,)  in  a  settlement  with  Virginia  or  any  other  State, 
pay  an  account  rendered  without  the  proper  vouchers  accompanying 
eadi  item,  and  showing  the  expenditures  and  oisbursements  actually 
made.  Secondly,  ^  the  bill  of  exchange^'  mentioned  in  the  memorial  of 
Vigo  as  drawn  by  General  Clarke  on  Pollock,  the  commercial  agent  of 
Virginia,  could  not  have  been  produced  as  a  voucher  in  the  settlement 
between  the  United  States  and  Virginia,  because  it  was  neither  included 
in  the  account  current  of  Clarke,  the  drawer,  or  Pollock,  the  drawee  of 
the  bill,  as  finally  settled  between  them  and  Virginia.  The  committee 
can  imagine  no  other  settlement  or  document  that  would  be  allowed  to 
form  the  basis  of  the  account  of  Virginia  against  the  United  States  for 
^  disbursements  and  expenditures''  in  the  Illinois  campaign.  General 
Clarke,  or  Mr.  Pollock,  if  this  bill  had  been  paid  by  either,  would  have 
taken  it  up,  and  charged  Virginia  with  its  payment,  producing  the  bill  as 
evidence  of  such  payment  Thirdly,  it  could  not  have  been  an  item  in 
the  accounts  of  Virginia,  as  settled  in  1788  or  1793  with  the  United 
States ;  because  six  years  after  the  last  settlement,  the  bill  was  in  posses- 
sion of  Vigo,  the  payee,  unpaid,  and  "  protested  for  waiit  of  funds." 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  with  this  strong  state  of  facts  in  favor 
of  the  memorialist,  and  in  the  absence  of  positive  proof  as  to  the  items 
of  the  €u*cpunts  settled  between  Virginia  and  the  United  States  in  1788 
and  1793,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  those  accounts,  the  com- 
mittee cannot  entertain  a  reasonable  doubt  that  the  amount  of  said  bill 
and  interest  is  due  to  Colonel  Vigo,  and  should  long  since,  in  good  faith, 
have  been  paid  him.  Why  it  has  not  been  paid,  is  apparent  from  the 
memorial,  and  from  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  commissioner  on 
the  part  of  Virginia.  It  was  not  until  1883  that  Virginia  took  any  steps 
to  "  adjust  and  settle"  these  old  but  hona-Jidt  and  honest  clahns.  (See 
resolution  A.)  It  was  not  until  March,  1834,  that  an  act  of  the  Vir- 
ginia  Legislature  was  passed,  authorizing  **the  investigation  and  ad- 
justment'^  of  these  claims  by  a  commissioner.  (See  act,  doc.  B.)  It 
was  in  vain  for  the  claimant  to  apply  to  Congress  until  this  was  done. 
Upon  presenting  his  claim,  he  was  told  he  must  have  his  account "  inves- 
tigated and  adjusted"  by  Virginia,  before  the  United  States  could  recog- 
nise its  validity. 

It  was  in  vain  that  lie  applied  to  Virginia  ;  until  the  passage  of  the  act 
alluded  to,  there  was  no  rehef  there.  It  is  more  than  probable,  but  for 
the  mass  of  papers  connected  with  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  "  Illi- 
nois campaign,"  accidentally  discovered  in  the  attic  story  of  the  Capitol 
at  Richmond  in  1833,  (see  Mr.  Smith's  letter,)  «  and  which  threw  much 
Hght  on  these  ancient  but  meritorious  demands  against  the  Common- 
wealth," that  neither  Virginia  nor  the  United  States  would  have  been 
disposed  to  take  them  into  serious  consideration.  The  committee  feel  no 
wish  to  extol  the  services  of  the  memorialist,  the  question  with  them  be- 
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ing  purely  as  to  the  pecuniaiy  obUgatioa  of  the  (ro?emmeiit.    It  appeals, 

however,  from  the  history  of  the  country,  and  the  documents  presented, 
but  for  the  services  and  advances  of  Vigo  and  others,  the  campaign  of 
1778-'9  in  lUinois  might  have  had  a  termination  less  glorious  to  the 
American  arms  than  that  v^hich  secured  at  that  day,  to  the  confederacf, 
the  Mississippi,  instead  of  the  Ohio  river,  for  a  boundary  in  the  West 
From  the  country  thus  acquired  and  thus  ceded  by  Virginia,  the  national 
treasary  has  probably  received  five  millions  of  dollars  the  last  year.  For 
expenses  incurred  in  the  conquest  of  it,  the  United  States,  by  compact, 
solemn  and  irrevocable,  are  bound  to  Virginia,  and^  in  this  case,  directly 
to  the  claimant  himself;  because  his  claim  has  been  '<  settled  and  adjust- 
ed" by  the  legal  and  duly  authorized  agent  of  Virginia  for  this  purpose, 
and  because  justice  to  ttie  parties,  as  well  as  the  proper  observance  and 
fulfilment  of  engagements  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  would  seem 
to  require  a  payment  to  the  claimant  in  the  first  instance,  without  forcing 
him  to  proceed  to  judgment  against  Virginia  for  an  acluiowledged  debt, 
for  which  the  United  States  are  ultimately  liable. 
The  committee  thejrefore  report  a  bill 


No.  a. 
FEBRUAar  24, 1635. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whidi  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  presents  an  account  against  the  State  of  Virginisr 
settled,  adjusted,  and  certified  by  the  lawfully  authorized  comniissioDer 
of  that  State,  as  will  appear  by  document  marked  A. . 

This  claim  is  founded  on  bills  of  exchange,  alleged  to  have  been  drawn 
by  General  George  R.  Clarke,  commissioned  and  acting  under  the  au* 
thority  of  said  State;  which  bills  were  drawn  upon  her  commercial  agent, 
Oliver  Pollock,  intended  to  be  in  payment  of  supplies  furnished  the 
troops  in  her  service  in  the  year  1778,  usually  denominated  ^^tbe  Illinois 
regiment'* 

The  important  and  hazardous  campaign  of  General  Clarke,  his  suc- 
cessful attacks  on  the  then  British  posts  of  Kaskaskia  and  VuicenDes,aod 
the  military  ocupation  of  those  posts  by  the  forces  of  Virginia  under  bis 
command,  are  notorious  historical  facts. 

The  American  commissioners,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  insisted 
that  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  should  be  settled  and  acknowl- 
edged to  include  the  country  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  between 
the  river  Mississippi  and  the  lakes ;  on  the  ground  that  the  British  posts 
were  conquered,  and  the  possession  of  that  country  maintained  by  and  for 
the  State  of  Virginia  as  above  mentioned. 

By  the  resolve  of  the  Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  the  Con- 
federation engaged  ^^  that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  which 
any  particular  State  shall  have  mcurred,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war,  in  subduing  any  British  posts,  or  in  maintaining  forts  and 
garrisons  within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  ter- 
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ritory  ftat  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  shall  be 
reimbursed.'' 

The  Northwest  territory  was  relinquidied  by  the  State  of  Virginia  in 
1784.  Connected  with  the  cession  of  this  territory,  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  10th  October,  1780,  constituted  a  subsisting  engagement  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  with  Virginia,  to  reimbiu^e  the  necessary  ex- 
penses that  State  had  incurred  in  subduing  the  British  posts,  and  in  main- 
taining the  jurisdiction  and  possession  of  Virginia  within  and  over  the 
ceded  territory. 

This  obligation  on  the  Government  of  the  Union  has  been  expressly  rec- 
ognised by  Congress.  It  was  recited  in  the  deed  of  cession  by  Virginia 
as  one  of  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  cession,  which  the  United  States 
agreed  to  fulfil  in  acquiring  the  territory.  The  same  understanding  and 
condition  were  expressed  in  eyery  act,  both  of  Congress  and  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  connected  with  the  transfer  of  the  territory  to  the  United  States. 
The  first  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  that  '*  all  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into, 
before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United 
States  under  this  constitution  as  under  the  confederation." 

This  claim  is  for  a  subsisting  debt  against  Virginia,  having  been  in- 
curred in  subduing  the  British  posts,  and  in  maintaining  the  title  of  Vir- 
ginia to  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

Smce  Virginia  acknowledges  the  debt,  and  certifies  that  it  has  never 
been  paid,  the  obligation,  in  good  faith,  devolves  upon  the  United  States 
to  pay  it.  The  privity  of  contract  exists  between  the  State  of  Virginia 
and  the  holder  of  the  bills  of  exchange.  This  debt  was  created  by  the 
necessary  and  lawful  act  of  General  George  R.  Clarke,  in  drawing  at  Kas- 
kaskia  upon  the  agent  of  Virginia  at  New  Orleans,  for  supplies  and  sub- 
sistence for  the  troops  of  Virginia  under  his  command,  engaged  in  the 
conquest  and  maintenance  of  the  fJorthwest  territory. 

The  connnissionerof  the  State  of  Virginia  having  settled,  adjusted,  and 
acknowledged  this  debt,  the  State  would  be  bound  to  pay  it;  but  then  the 
obligation  would  rest  upon  the  United  States  to  reimburse  Virginia. 
Ought  the  United  States  to  insist  upon  the  State  to  pay  the  debt  first?  An 
observance  and  fulfilment  of  the  engagement  of  the  United  States  to  pay 
the  debt  cannot, in  good  faith,  require  circuity  and  delay;  because  the 
United  States  have  long  since  received  the  cession  of  a  territory  of  im- 
mense value,  upon  which  the  promise  was  binding,  and  which  was  the 
consideration  for  which  the  confederation  engaged  and  contracted  to  pay 
the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  of  its  acquisition  and  defence. 

Is  this  claim  a  part  of  the  reasonable  and  necessary  expenses  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  conquest  of  the  British  posts  and  the  occupation  of  the  North- 
west territory  ?  In  answer  to  this  question  afltanatively,  it  does  not  appear 
,  necessary  to  go  beyond  the  authority  of  General  Clark  to  draw  the  bills  of 
exchange.  That  he  acted  in  fidelity  to  Virginia,  and  within  the  powers 
of  his  commission,  cannot  be  questioned.  With  regard  to  the  economy  of 
the  campaign,  and  the  reasonableness  of  its  expenses,  it  must  be  admitted 
as  worthy  of  admiration,  that,  under  the  very  embarrassing  circumstances  • 
attending  it,  so  much  should  have  been  accomplished  with  so  little  ex- 
pense. 

Is  the  claim  jnst  ?  and  where  is  the  proper  place  to  examine  this  ques- 
tim}  Where  there  is  the  most  evidence  on  the  subject — among  the  archived 


of  Virginia.  The  campaign  originated  in  heir  councils.  Tlie  memorialist 
made  his  advances  to  her.  There  was  no  privity  of  contract  subsistung 
between  him  and  the  Congress  of  the  conifederation.  Few  documents 
exist  here  upon  the  subject  of  that  campaign.  Aocordingiy,  Virginia  ap- 
pointed John  U.  Smithy  Esq.,  on  the  1 1th  of  March,  1334,  a  connnissioQer 
to  investigate  claims  for  supplies  fumiiriied  in  that  campaign,  with  author- 
ity to  adjust  the  same.  The  State  of  Virginia,  through  that  conimissioDer, 
has  adjusted  the  claim  of  Colonel  Vigo,  and,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
now  stands  bound  for  the  payment  of  it,  as  adjusted.  (See  doc  A.)  What 
credit  ought  to  be  given  to  this  adjustment  ?  If  not  conclusive,  it  could 
hardly  be  denied  but  that  it  would  be  testinu>ny  of  the  highest  order  in 
favor  of  the  claim — the  testimony  of  Virginia  against  her  own  interest; 
for  if  the  United  States  do  not  pay  the  claim,  Virginia  would  be  bound  for 
it.  The  committee  have  examined  the  evidence  referred  to  in  the  report 
of  the  commissioner,  and  think  the  facts  found  in  his  report  amply  sup- 
ported by  the  evidence. 

Does  justice  require  that  the  United  States  should  graht  the  interest  al- 
lowed by  the  commissioner  of  Virginia,  on  the  debt  due  from  her  to  the 
memorialist  ?  Advances  made  during  the  Revolution  have  been  consid- 
ered as  so  much  advanced  on  loan,  to  be  repaid  with  interest  The  rule 
that  Grovernments  should  pay  no  interest,  unless  on  loans,  ought  not  to  be 
applied  to  advances  made  to  revolutionary  Governments,  when  the  pre- 
sumption of  their  being  always  ready  to  pay  is  rebutted  by  facts.  Secre- 
tary Hamilton*s  report  of  January  14, 1790,  recognised  in  effect,  and  the 
law  of  August  4, 1790,  was  evidently  passed  upon,  ihis  principle;  or 
rather  an  exception  to  that  general  rule,  that  Governments  pay  no  interest. 

This  act,  creating  the  funding  system,  allowed  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  all  debts  of  the  United  States  up  to  17^1,  as  \vell  to  non- 
subscribers  as  subscribers  to  the  funding  system.  The  subscribing  to  the 
fund  was  deemed  a  privilege.  Subscribers  had  the  interest  that  had  ac- 
crued up  to  1791  funded,  and  drawing  interest  of  three  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, payable  quarterly,  besides  receiving  interest  of  six  per  cent,  upon 
the  principal 

But  as  the  contract  of  the  memorialist  was  made  with  Virginia,  whose 
rate  of  interest  was  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  it  is  thought  best  to  let  it  be 
regulated  by  her  laws,  as  the  contract  must  have  been  entered  into  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  them.  It  should  not  be  urged  that,  because  the  me- 
morialist was  not  fortunate  enough  to  become  a  subscriber  to  ihis  funding 
system,  (thereby  sustaining  a  loss  of  some  thoi^sands  of  dollars,  accriung 
to  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  by  his  not  receiving  his  interest  quar- 
terly upon  the  principal  of  his  claim,  and  the  interest  that  had  accrued  up 
to  December  31, 1790,)  he  shall  receive  no  interest  at  a//,  not  even  the 
five  per  cent,  allowed  by  Virginia,  and  that,  too,  in  derogation  of  the  law 
of  1790,  allowing  interest  upon  all  debts  of  the  Government. 

In  addition  to  these  general  principles,  it  appears  the  claim  of  Francis 
Vigo  was  liquidated  by  a  bill  of  exchange,  payable  at  New  Orleans;  that 
he  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  interest  under  the  law  of  that  place,  to 
» wit,  ten  per  cent,  and  damages  of  protest,  if  the  claim  had  originated 
against  an  individual  instead  of  a  State.  It  does  not  appear,  either,  that 
he  has  slumbered  on  his  rights  for  this  long  period  of  time.  His  failing  to 
importune  the  Government  more  repeatedly  tfian  he  has  done,  is  attribu- 
ted to  his  liberality  to  the  Govemmout  at  the  time  its-  pecuniary  aflUrs 


were  embarrassed,  aod  when  his  owa  circumstances  were  prosperous^ 
Reasonable  diligence  appears  to  have  been  used  by  him,  considering  the 
great  distance  he  lived  from  the  seats  of  Government  of  Virginia  and  the 
United  States,  and  the  difficulty  of  communication  at  the  time,  and  long 
after  the  origin  of  his  claim ;  having  presented  his  drafts  to  the  agent  of 
the  State,  upon  whom  they  were  drawn,  not  many  months  after  their  ex- 
execution,  when  the  said  agent  protested  them,  for  the  want  of  funds  in 
hand  belonging  to  the  State.  Again :  foiu:  or  five  years  after  this,  it  ap- 
pears he  disposed  of  some  of  the  bills  at  a  discount  of  about  eighty  per 
cenu  About  the  year  1788,  ^89,  the  memorialist  met  said  agent  of  the 
State,  who  regretted  that  he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  protesting 
said  bills  for  the  want  of  proper  funds,  and  advised  him  to  keep  this  claim 
on  the  State ;  that  she  would  pay  him  "  some  time  or  other/*  About  the 
year  1802,  when  the  aflairs  of  the  memorialist  had  become  embarrassed, 
he  states  that  he  put  the  claim  he  now  prosecutes  in  the  hands  of  Jacob 
Buniett  and  Arthur  St  Clair,  esquires,  for  collection.  In  addition  to  the 
testimony  by  which  these  facts  appear  to  be  established,  his  acquaintances 
of  forty  years  (men  of  great  respectability)  say  that  they  always  under- 
stood that  he  had  a  very  large  claim  on  the  State  of  Virginia. 

His  services  and  aid  appear  to  have  been  sought,  at  different  periods, 
by  officers  and  agents  of  Virginia  and  of  the  United  States,  and  to  have 
been  highly  appreciated  and  generally  acknowledged.  He  obtained  and 
communicated  to  General  Clarke,  at  Uie  risk  of  his  life  and  fortune,  the 
important  information  by  which  that  officer  was  enabled  to  surprise  and 
capture  the  British  forces  at  Port  St.  Vincent,  far  superior  in  numbers  and 
the  munitions  of  war.  In  many  other  respects  his  services  have  been 
greatly  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  proceeding  from  honorable  and 
patriotic  motives,  with  little  or  no  regard  to  pecuniary  reward. 

Although  the  justice  of  this  claim  has  been  evinced,  and  its  non-pay- 
ment admitted  by  the  commissioner  of  Virginia,  still  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  there  are  not  sufficient  reasons  to  authorize  them  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  reUef  of  the  claimant.  Under  the  compact  between  the  United 
States  arid  Virginia,  by  which  the  latter  was  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  ex- 
penses, of  that  campaign,  &c.,  the  committee  find  that  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners was  organized  in  pursuance  of  the  following  resolution : 

"  In  Congbess,  J^pril  13,  1785. 

^^  Resolved f  That,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  cession  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, a  commissioner  be  appointed,  who,  jointly  with  the  commissioner 
on  the  part  of  the  said  State,  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  third ;  and 
that  they,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  shall  be  empowered  to  adjust  and 
liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  said  State  against  the  United  States,  for  the 
necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  that  State  in  subduing 
any  British  post,  or  maintainmg  any  forts  within  and  for  the  defence,  or 
in  acquiring  any  part,  of  the  territory  ceded  by  the  said  State  to  thu 
United  States,  conformably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of 
October,  1780.*' 

On  the  8th  April,  1831,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  required  the 
Governor  thereof  "  to  appoint  some  competent  person  as  commissioner,' 
for  and  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  pre- 
pare the  testimony  and  documents  touching  the  claims  of  Virginia  upon 


the  United  States,  on  account  of  moneys  paid,  or  for  whieli  Virginia  may 
be  liable,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  her  State  line  during  the  Revolu- 
tion,** &c.    In  this^act  no  mention  is  made  of  the  liabilities  of  Virginia  on 
account  of  supplies  furnished  the  troops  under  General  Clarke.    The 
commissioner  so  appointed,  in  his  memorial,  admits  that  the  special  ac- 
counts for  the  expenses  of  these  troops  were,  "after  much  difficulty, at 
length  adjusted,  it  is  believed,  about  the  year  1788,  when  the  United 
States  agreed  to  allow  Virginia  the  amount  of  what  had  been  then  dit- 
bursed  to  the  troops  employed  in  the  reduction  and  defence  of  this  terri- 
tory/* (Vide  Rep.  No.  191,  H.  R.,  1st  session,  22d  Congress.)    Althoogh 
the  half-pay  claims  of  the  officers  of  those  troops  are  insisted  upon,  so  far 
as  Virginia  has  become  legally  liable,  in  consequence  of  former  judgments 
obtained,  or  may  become  so,  on  the  principles  of  those  judgments ;  yet  it 
is  not  urged  that  there  is  a  class  of  claims  against  her  like  the  one  under 
consideration.     It  does  not  appear,  from  the  documents  accompanying 
said  memorial,  that  there  were  outstanding  obligations  against  her  of  this 
description,  after  the  settlement  of  her  accounts  with  the  United  Stales, 
under  the  compact  in  relation  to  the  tcrrity,  in  1788.     Whether  this  set- 
tlement comprehended  all  the  actual  disbursements,  as  well  as  the  then 
known  liabilities  of  i  Virginia,  arising  from  the  conquest  and  defence  of 
the  territory,  is  the  material  question  at  issue.    The  comniittee  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  doubt  that  bills  of  exchange  to  a  large  amount  were 
drawn  by  General  Clarke,  in  favor  of  various  indtviduats,  on  the  com- 
mercial agent  of  Virginia.    It  appears  equally  probable  that  a  full  aect)unt 
of  the  same  was  rendered  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  anterior  to  1788,  by 
General  Clarke  5  otherwise,  her  actual  disbursements  could  not  have 
been  known^  and  credited  to  her  by  (he  United  States  in  the  settlement 
with  that  State  in  1788.    But  as  this  settlement  was  embraced  in  the  final 
settlement  between  the  several  States  and  the  United  States,  which  was 
made  on  the  29th  of  June,  1793,  under  the  acts  of  August  4th  and  5th, 
1790,  the  committee  consider  it  pertinent  to  refer  thereto,  in  order  to  elu- 
cidate the  material  points  in  the  case,  which  are  important  to  the.  Treasu- 
ry, to  the  rights  of  the  claimant,  and  to  the  interest  of  Virginia.     The  act 
of  4th  August,  1790,  "  makes  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States." 
It  proposed  a  loan ;  and  that  the  "  sums  which  shall  be  subscribed  to  the 
said  loan  shall  be  payable  in  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  certificates 
or  notes  which,  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  were  issued  by  the 
respective  States  as  acknowledgments  or  evidences  of  debts  by  them, 
respectively,  owing."    ^^  ^nd providedy  That  no  such  certificate  shall  be 
received,  which,  from  the  tenor  thereof,  or  from  any  public  record,  act, 
or  document,  shall  appear,  or  can  be  ascertained,  to  have  been  issued  for 
any  purpose  other  than  compensations  and  expenditures  for  services  or 
supplies  towards  the  prosecution  of  the  late  war  and  the  defence  of  the 
United  States,  or  some  part  thereof,  during  the  same."    The  commission- 
ers appointed  under  the  act  of  August  5,  1790,  were  required  "  to  receive 
and  examine  all  claims  which  shaJl  be  exhibited  to  them  before  the  1st 
day  of  July,  1791,  and  to  determine  on  all  such  as  shall  have  accrued  for 
the  general  or  particular  defence  during  the  war,  and  on  the  evidence 
thereof,  according  to  the  principles  of  general  equity,  (although  such 
claims  may  not  be  sanctioned  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  or  supported 
by  regular  vouchers,)  so  as  to  provide  for  the  final  settlement  of  all  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  the  States  individually;  but  no 
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erui0iQc4.of  a  claim,  heretofore  adimtted  by  a  coriimissiotier  of  the  United 
Stotes,  for  any  State  or- district,  shall  be^  subject  to  such  exammation ;  iior 
shall  the  ciairn  of  any  citizen  be  admitted  as  a  charge  against  the  Unked 
States,  in  (he  a«t$ount  of  any  Stat^,  ntifess  the  same  was  allotP'ed  by  such 
State  before  the  24th  September,  1788/'  Said  commissioners  were  lb 
*' debit  each  State  with  all  advanced  which  have  been  or  maJ^be  made  to 
it  by  the  United  States,"  "and  shall  credit  each  State  for  its  disbursemcnm 
and  advances,  on  the  principles  oontfeiined  in  the  3d  section  of  this  act,** 
wUeh  is  above  recitdd.  Now,  it  does  not  appear,  flrom  any  evidence 
befiwe  thn  committee,  whether  the  bill  of  exchatige  drawn  ir>  Ibybr  6f 
Pnmob  Vigo,  by  Genetial  Clarke,  on  the  comm^^rcial  ^gent  of  Vii^nia, 
and  which  was  protested  «'  for  want  of  fiiods,'^  was  comprehended  in  the 
particular  account  of  said  State  settled  in  1788,  or  in  her  aggregate 
amoQnt  of  ^  disbursements  and  advances,^  which  was  credited  on  tha 
«9th  June,  1798. 

The  committed  do  not  insist  that  the  United  States  are  exonerated  Bj 
lapseof  time  from  any  obligation  to  admit  claims  of  this  character ;  btil 
they  regard  it,  in  the  absence  of  testimmy,  as  inducing  a  presumption 
that  they  were  credited  to  the  State  of  Virginia  in  17i38  or  1793,  inasmuch 
as  the  obligation- of  Vifgihia  to  pay  them  must  have  been  known,  as  her 
right  to  demand  payment  from  the  United  States  was  then  adcnowledgeil 
to  exist. 

The  commHtae,  therefore,  move  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  eon,- 
odemlKMi  of  the  subject. '  ^ 

-A.  '     .  *.       ' 

OpFlCE  07  THB  COMMISSIONER  OP  ReVOI^UTIONART  Cj^AU|Si 
JOK  THE  SpATK  OT  VlRailM^s 

1     .  jRichnkondy  Dtiembtr  1^  19^  * 

1  have  examined  the  claim  of  Francis  Vigo,  of -Vincennes,  and  Statte  df 
lodiaaa,  for  supplies  furniflhed  to  the  Illinois  regiment  in  the  fall  of  tha 
year  1778,  to  th6  amount  of  eight  thbusa^nd  six  nnndred  and  sixt^n  dol- 
lara,  ovidonced  by  a  set, of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  George  R.'Clayim 
on  Oliver  PoUock,  at  Now  Orleans,  for  tlie  said  sum  of  *8,^16,  (w^htth 
said  bills  have  been  lost  or  mislaid,)  and  which  the  said  Vi^^o  aIIc?ge?^,W- 
main  unpaid  to  this  day*  I  have  examined,  also,  every  public  docume*it 
wkfain'my  teaoh,  which  i  believed  would  give  information  respecting  tHi 
transactions  in  which  the  claims  of  individuals  against  the  State  of ' Vilf- 
gioia  for  supplies  lumiahod  to  the  Illinois  regiment  orlgfnated,  ttvd  e^e- 
oially  seapocring  the  claim  of  Colonel  Vigo.  In  this  examination  "dni 
inv«stigation<  I  have  ascertained  the  following  fact^,  to  wit :  *   \ 

Ist  That  Francis  Vigo  was  "the  Spanish  Inerchant,''  as  he  has^b^ 
tailed  by  way  of  h6ni>rable  distinction,  who  was  renowned  for  hlfe  integi- 
rity,  Uberaliry,  and  benevotence,  as  well  as  for  his  firm  friendship  ibr,  )rtd 
disinterested  and  efficient  support  of,  Virginia  in  the  war  of  tha  Revo- 
lution. 

2d.  That,  being  the  subject  of  a  foreign  Power,  he  warmly  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  colonies  against  the  mother  counnry,  and  made  largo 
sacrifices  in  supporting  die  western  troops  of  Virginia. 

3d.  That  bUls  of  exchange  were  drawn  by  General  Clarke,  in  the  year 
40 
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1778,  npcn  Oliver  PoUoctc,  at  New  Orleam,  m  &Tcnr  of  Fra^ctt^igOyiiDr 
upwards  of  210,000,  for  supplies  funiisbed  by  bim  to  tbe  Illioob  regiBMiit 
io  that  year ;  that  these  bUls  were  protested  by  Mr.  Pollock  (who  was 
ibe  agent  of  the  State)  for  the  <<  want  of  fundsy  that  some  of  them  vere 
^fi^Id  by  Mr,  Vigo,  and  afterwards  paid  by  Virgima ;  that  one,  amountiBg 
JU>  $298,  was  paid  by  the  said  Pollock  to  tb^  said  Vigo;  that  the  bill  for 
.tt8,616  was  one  of  them  which  was  not  parted  with  by  Mr.  Vigo,  but  n- 
onained  in  bis  possession  (that  is  to  say,  tbe  second  of  tbe  set  remained  ii 
his  possession — tbe  set  consisting  of  Nos^  1  and  2 ;  and  tbe  fint  having 
;t>een  lost)  until  he  suffered  with  a  long  and  seveve  iUness,  commenoing  in 
1802,  ana  continuing  for  several  years ;  that,  during  this  illness,  be  haiided 
aver  the  said  bill  for  $8 file  to  Judge  Jacobt  Burnett,  of  Ohio,  to  obtaii 
^metbing,  if  po3sible,  from  Virginia  upon  it.  (See  statements  of  Fnmdi 
«Vigo,  Pierre  Menard,  and  Jacob  Burnett,  all  on  oath ;  and,  also,  as  proof 
of  the  credit  which  should  be  given  to  the  statements  ofAe  said  Vig9, 

Ce  the  affidavits  of  John  BadoHet  and  Nathaniel  Ewing,  and  stalemem 
General  Harrison,  and  letters  from  Genstals  Wayne,  Clarke,  aal 
,Enox,&c.) 

4th.  That  tbe  said  bill  of  $8fil6  was  drawn  for  supplies  actually  iiir- 
nished  to  tbQ  Illinois  regiment,  under  the  conunand  of  Greneral  G.  R. 
•Clarke,  by  said  Francis  Viga  (See  the  memorial  of  Francis  Vigo,  wbidk 
has  been  sworn  to,  and  the  affidavits  of  Pierre  Menard  and  J.  BadoHet) 

5tb.  That  this  set  o£  bills  of  exchange  (both. first  and  second)  have  been 
lost  (See  here,  also,  Francis  Vigo's  statement  on  oalb,  and  Ibe  affidavili 
of  Jacob  Burnett  and  Nathaniel  Ewing.) 

6th.  That  the  said  amount  of  iS6,616  remains  at  Hub  d^y  unsatisfied, 
and  due  to  the  said  Francis  Vigo.  (See  said  Vigo's  statement  on  oatb, 
Pierre^  Menard's  affidavit,  and  the  affidavits  of  John  BadoUet  and  N. 
%witig;  also,  certificates  of  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  Vii^inia.) 

7th.  That  all 'General  Clarke's  bills  on  Pollock,  at  New  Orleans,  were 
for  Sfiacie^'  (See  General  Clarke's  certificate.  Journal  of  the  House  of 
^legates*  M^y  session,  1783,  page  73.) 

.  8tb^  That  the  smaller  bills,  which  were  drawn  in  the  latter  part  of  dM 
j/MMf  1773,  by  General  Clarke,  upon  Oliver  PoUook,  in  fistvof  of  Ftaaca 
«yigo,  and  which  he  says  in  his  memorial  were  parted  with  by  him,  and 
j^fterwards  paid  by  Virginia,  are  proved,  by  tbe  Illinois  documents  aai 
lepers  pow  ip  my  possession,  to  have  been  paid  by  Vii^ia.  But  the« 
^loeninents  and  papers  furnish  no  proof  whatever  of  ttie  payment  of  thi 
pod  laiger  bill  of  ;|8,616,  the  amount  of  which  i9  jm>w  clahned  by  Frandi 
Viio. 

.,  In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  fects,.  I  b^ve  ft^osted  the  claim,  ft 
gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  make  a  favorable  a4JuslmeBt,  aod  to  as* 
certain  the  sum  of  money  due  from  the  State  of  Virginia  Io  a  man  wte 
|Huft  rendered  the  most  important  services  to  bis  adopted  ooimtry,  and  who 
(if  his  neighbor^  wbo  »re  amongst  the  most  dietinguiabed  meo  in  the  p0* 
pf  the  Ui^ted  St^  in  which  he  resides,  are  k^  be  beliered)  is  one  of  tto 
most  upcight  ^nd  h^orable  of  mi^n, 
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I 
STATKMfiNT. 

The  state  qf  Virginia  to  Francis  Vigo,  Dr. 

1778.  To  advances  made  to  General  Clarke,  for  the  use  of 
the  Illinois  regiment,  under  the  command  of  the 
said  Clarke,  -  -  -  .  -     il8,616  00 

To  interest  on  the  same,  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum, 

from  March  20,  1779,  to  January  10,  1835,  -     24,038  85 

Total,    -  ,  .  .   «32,654  85 


After  having  made  a  satisfactory  examination  of  the  evidences  touching 
this  claim,  I  have  adjusted  it  according  to  the  above  statement,  and  have 
found  a  sum  of  money  due  to  the  said  Francis  Vigo,  of  principal  and  in- 
terest, amounting  to  thirty-two  thousand  six  hundred  and  £ifty-£>ur  dol- 
lars and  eighty-five  cents. 

JOHN  H.  SMITH, 

Commissioner,  4^. 


B. 

3b  John  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  appointed  by  the  State  €f  Virginia  to  ascer- 
tain and  liquidate  the  claims  of  the  individuals  tsho  had  furnished 
supplies  and  made  advances  to  the  troops  of'Cohfiel  George  Sogers 
Clarke,  m  what  was  called  the  ^^ Illinois  campaign,^*  in  the  year' 
1778; 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  Francis  Vigo,  of  the  town  of  Vincennos, 
county  of  Knox,  and  State  of  Indiana,  respectfully  represents : 

That  he  was,  in  the  year  1778,  residing  in  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  now 
State  of  Missouri,  then  a  Spanish  post,  doing  business  as  a  merchant  and 
Indian  trader,  and  having  considerable  influence  and  property ;  that,  in 
the  summer  of  that  year,  Colonel  George  Rogers  Clarke  arrived  at  Kas- 
kaskia,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  on  what  was  called  the  « Il- 
linois campaign ;''  that  the  undersigned,  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
French  inhabitants  of  that  section,  with  whom  he  had  large  dealings  for 
the  supply  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  on  his  own  account,  and  being 
friendly  disposed  to  the  object  of  Colonel  Clarke's  visit  and  expedition  to 
that  quarter,  and  feeling  a  warm  interest  in  the  success  of  the  American 
arms  in  the  contest  in  wtiich  tliey  were  then  engaged,  although  the  subject 
of  another  Government,  waited  on  Colonel  Clarke,  soon  after  his  arrival 
at  Cahokia,  to  which  place  he  had  sent  Major  Bowman  to  take  posses- 
sion of,  organize  the  militia,  and  establish  a  civil  government,  and  volun- 
tarily tendered  him  such  aid  as  he  could  furnish  in  supplying  his  troops, 
then  greatly  in  need  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  ammunition ;  that  his 
<>ffer  was  gratefully  accepted  by  Colonel  Clarke,  and  his  aid  and  assistance 
required  ;  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  request  of  Colonel  Clarke,  and  from  a 
sincere  disposition  to  aid  him  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  he  requested  the, 
inhabitants,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  this  deponent,  to  furnish  Col-' 
onel  Clarke  with  whatever  he  needed,  and  to  look  to  him  for  the  pay — 
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they  being  Frenchmen,  and  uaacquaiatad  with  Colonel  Clsurke,  and  hav- 
ing no  knowledge  of  his  means  of  payment,  or  his  ability  to  make  it,  and 
unwilling  to  famish  supplies  for  the  troops  under  Colonel  Clarke's  com- 
mand, unless  on  the  guaranty  of  this  deponent. 

Your  memorialist  agreed  to  become  paymaster  to  many  of  them  for  all 
supplies  they  furnished  said  troops,  and  did  pay  them  for  all  furuished, 
besides  furnishing  himself  a  large  amount  out  of  his  own  stores,  on  the 
order  of  Colonel  Clarke ;  that  said  troops  were  destitute  of  all  necessaries 
and  materials  of  war ;  and  your  memorialist  believes  the  expedition  must 
have  been  abandoned,  and  the  troops  dismissed,  had  he  not  stepped  for- 
ward and  generously  and  patriotically  (he  makes  the  declaration  in  no 
vain  boast)  supplied  Colonel  Clarke  and  his  troops  with  the  articles  which 
were  needed,  amounting,  in  all,  to  nearly  twelve  thousand  dollars^  and 
which  sum  he  actually  advanced  or  paid  for  the  benefit  of  Colonel  Clarke 
and  the  troops  under  his  command.  Your  memorialist  would  further  re- 
mark, that,  in  payment  of  the  amount  due  your  memorialist,  Colonel  Clarke 
drew  in  favor  of  your  memorialist  the  following  bills  of  exchange,as  nearly 
as  he  can  recollect ;  the  exact  dates  of  which  are  not  recollected  by  your 
memorialist,  but  all  drawn  at  Kaskaskia  during  the  year  1778,  by  Colonel 
Clarke,  on  Oliver  Pollock,  Esq.,  agent  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  then  at 
New  Orleans,  and  being  solely  for  advances  made  and  supplies  furnish- 
ed the  troops  under  his  command,  to  wit :  one  for  $298,  paid  by  Pollock 
from  goods  shipped  from  New  Orleans  to  Colonel  Clarke,  and  received  by 
your  memorialist  \  one  for  jB93l ;  one  for  j8l,452>»ii(2,373 ;  both  of  which 
last-mentioned  drafU  having  been  presented  to  ^aid  Pollock  for  payment, 
and  the  same  having  been  refused  for  the  <*  want  of  funds'^  on  the  part  of 
Virginia  in  his  hands,  were  retained  by  your  memorialist  until  July,  1780, 
when,  believing  that  nothing  could  be  obtained  on  them  from  the  State 
of  Virginia,  he  disposed  of  them,  while  sick  and  unable  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness, in  consequence  of  his  long  confinement,  for  the  sum  of  4575,  to  one 
Saucier,  who  informed  deponent  that,  unless  that  sum  wa^  received,  he 
iw^ould  get  nothing ;  although  your  memorialist  has  lately  understood  tiis 
same  has  been  settled  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  But  said  sum  of  g575 
was  all  ever  realized  by  your  memorialist  for  both  of  said  drafts,  amount- 
ing, as  aforesaid,  to  the  sum  of  J2,373. 

Your  memorialist  would  represent  that,  in  addition  to  the  drafts  afore- 
said. Colonel  Clarke,  in  payment  of  what  was  due  him  for  advances  made 
and  supplies  furnished  some  time  in  the  year  1778,  according  to  the  best 
recollection  and  belief  of  this  deponent,  gave  your  memorialist  a  draft 
upon  the  said  Oliver  Pollock,  as  agent  of  Virginia,  for  the  sum  of  iS^Slfi, 
in  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  directed  to  him  at  New  Orleans ;  that,  some 
time  in  February,  1779,  this  deponent  went  to  New  Orleans  with  said 
oraft  drawn  on  said  Oliver  Pollock,  as  agent  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for 
the  sum  last  mentioned,  but  the  same  was  protested  by  said  Pollock  for 
"want  of  funds  ;'^  that  there  were  two  sets  of  said  drafts,  (first  and  second,) 
both  for  the  same  sum,  drawn  by  Colpnel  Clarke  on  said  Pollock ;  that, 
on  the  return  of  this  deponent  to  St.  Louis,  then  a  Spanish  post,  and  where 
he  resided,  he  was  advised  by  the  commandant  of  the  place  (his  friend) 
to  send  one  of  them  to  Spain,  as,  perhaps,  the  Spanish  Government  might 
pay  it  for  the  honor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  or  perhaps  it  could  be  dis- 
posed of  there  ;  that  he  delivered  it  tO'the  commandant  for  that  purpose, 
(who  was  then  acting  as  Governor  of  Louisiano^  and  through  whose  in- 


luence  he  hoped  something  might  be  got,)  and  was  informed  by  him  that 
he  same  was  sent  to  Spain;  but  your  memorialist  never  has  heard  of  the 
«ime,  nor  does  he  believe  it  ever  was  paid,  but  supposes  the  same  to  have 
ieen  lost,  never  having  heard  of  it;  that  the  second  draft  or  bill  (of  the 
»me  tenor  and  date  as  the  first)  given  by  Colonel  Clarke  to  this  deponent 
or  the  same  stun,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $8,616,  and  drawn  on  Pollpck  at ' 
Sew  Orleans,  uiis,  after  the  refusal  of  Pollock  to  pay  it,  for  "  want  of 
imds,  kept  by  this  deponent  until  some  time  in  the  year  178S,  when  de- 
)onent,  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  met  said  Pcjllock  in  Carlisle,  Penn- ' 
lylvania,  and  presented  the  same  to  him  again  for  payment ;  but  said 
Pollock  again  refiised  payment,  but  requested  deponent  "not  to  part  with 
aid  draft,  as  the  Stactc  of  Virginia  would,  some  time  or  other,  pay  it,  with 
nterest  ;*'  saying,  further,  "  that  he  had  no  funds  of  Virginia  in  his  hands 
«rith  which  to  pay  it,  although  it  was  due,  and  should  long  since  have  been 
mid;"  that  this  deponent  kept  said  draft  until  about  the  year  1802, when 
aid  deponent  was  sick,  and  continued  so  for  a  number  of  years,  confined 
o  his  bed  ;  that,  during  that  time,  his  papers  became  very  much  deranged, 
md  many  were  destroyed,  lost,  or  mislaid  ;  among  others,  the  draft  above 
Gtlluded  to,  (being  the  second  of  the  bills  drawn  by  Colonel  Clarke  on  Pol- 
lock for  the  sum  of  $8,616,  and  which  had  been  protested  by  said  Pol- 
lock ;)  that  deponent's  recollection  is,  that  said  draft  or  bill  was,  during 
this  deponent's  sickness,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  handed 
over  to  the  honorable  Jacob  Burnett,  of  Cincinnati^  Ohio,  to  obtain  some- 
thing, if  possible,  for  your  meroorialist  from  the  State  of  Virginia  on  his 
claim  aforesaid  ;  but  is  informed,  by  letter  from  Jacob  Burnett,  that  he 
has  hunted  all  his  papers,  and  can  find  no  such  draft  or  bill,  and,  if  deliv* 
ered  by  this  deponent  to  him,  (Burnett,)  the  same  has  been  either  lost  or 
mislaicL 

This  deponent  further  states,  that  for  all  advanced  made  by  him  at  that 
period,  amounting  tp  nearly  |!12,000  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  he  has 
never  received  but  the  aforeSviid  sum  of  g575,  (the  proceeds  of  the  two 
drafts,  one  for  g921,  the  other  for  i;i,462,  and  sold  at  the  discount  before 
mentioned,  and  the  said  draft  of  S39S,)  either  from  the  United  States,  the 
State  of  Virginia,  or  any  other  person;  that  he  is  now  in  his  88th  year;  - 
that  his  fortune  and  his  life  have  been  perilled  in  the  service  of  his  adopted 
country ;  that  your  memorialist  has  not  asked  nor  received  any  coropen- . 
sation  for  his  owaservicesythongh  he  is  warranted  in  saying,  and  the  his-j 
tory  of  the  times  will  prove  it,  that  but  for  his  own  personal  services,  at ; 
great  risk  and  hazard  to  himself,  Colonel  Clarke  never  would  hav^  been ' 
enabled  to  have  surprised  Hamilton  and  the  garrison  at  Vincemies.     It 
was  only  through  and  by  the  information  communicated  by  the  under- 
signed, that  Colonel  Clarke  succeeded  in  surprising  that  fort,  and  &ip- 
luring  the  troops  under  Colonel  Hamilton's  command,  with  about  ten^ 
thousand  pounds  sterling  of  goods  :  the  whole  of  which,  by  means  of  the 
undersigned,  became  tfcte  property  of  the  captors. 

The  services  of  the  "  Spanish  merckanV^  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
history  of  those  times ;  (vide  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  3,  page 
566 ;  Colonel  Clarke's  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Governor  of  Virgi- 
nia, Jefferson's  Memoirs,  1st  vol.,  453;)  but  for  those  services  the  un- 
dersigned never  has  asked  a  compensation  from  his  Government.  The 
aiknowledgnient  that  they  were  rendered  to  his  country,  is  to  him  a  suffi- 
cient reward.    For  advances  made,  and  for  money  expended,  he  believes 


S18 

iie  has  a  legal  and  equitable  claidi  upon  those  for  whom  the  first  was 
made^  and  the  last  expended :  it  is  all  he  asks  ^  and  he  believes  the  great, 
the  patriotic,  and  magnanimous  State  of  Virginia,  will  not  deny  his  claim. 
During  her  minority,  while  a  colony,  and  before  she  was  advanced  in  her 
career  of  wealth  antd  prosperity,  the  undersigned  delayed  pressing  his  just 
claims.  To  call  for  vouchers  after  fifty  years,  and  during  so  many  vicis- 
situdes of  human  affairs  as  the  undersigned  has  passed  in  a  long  and 
eventful  life,  is,  and  would  be,  a  perfect  denial  of  justice.  What  he  has 
received,  pitiful  as  the  allowance  has  been,  he  has  candidly  and  fairly  ac- 
knowledged. What  is  still  due — the  draft  for  28,616 — be  asiairly  claims. 
Not  a  dollar  of  it  has  been  paid;  and  your  memorialist  would  respectfully 
submit  to  your  own  justice  and  magnanimity,  whether  his  declining  years 
should  not  be  made  comfortable  by  the  repayment  of  this  sum  advanced, 
with  the  usual  interest  granted  in  such  cases,  when,  without  your  memo- 
rialist's aid,  the  troops  of  Virginia  could  not  have  been  supported,  or  the 
State  hardly  obtained  a  dollar  on  her  own  faith  and  credit 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

VIGO. 

State  of  Indiana,  Knox  count]/,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  a  citizen  of  the 
county  of  Knox,  well  known  to  me  for  many  years  as  a  gentlen^an  of  high 
character  for  truth  and  veracity,  and  who,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith  the  matters  and  things  contained  in  the  foregoing  memorial  are  just 
and  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  and  that  said  Vigo  is 
in  the  full  possession  of  the  faculties  of  his  mind ;  and  that  full  faith  and 
credit  is  due,  and  would  be  given,  to  any  statement  made  by  him. 

In  testimony,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  duly  commissioned  and  quaUfied,  for  said  State  and  county,  this  7th 
day  of  December,  1834. 

JOHN  COLLINS,  J.  P.  K.  C.  [seal.] 

•State  of  Indiana,  Knox  county^  ss. 

In  testimony  that  the  above-written  John  Collins  was  a  magistrate,  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths,  take  acknowledgments,  &c.,  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  comity  of  Knox,  aforesaid,  at  the  above  date,  and  that  his 
name  then  subscribed  appears  to  me  to  be  his  usual  signature,  I,  Alexander 
l)unlap  Scott,  clerk  of  the  Knox  circuit  court  of  said  State  of  Indiana, 
have  hereto  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  and  subscribed  my  name  and  qual- 
ity, at  Vincennes,  this  Hth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1834. 

[l.  s.]  a.  D.  SCOTT. 


Statement  qf  Colonel  Pierre  Menard,  of  Kaskcukia,  lllinoi^y  in  rth- 
tion  to  a  claim  of  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  on  the  State  of  Virginicii 
for  supplies,  fyc,  furnished  "  the  Illinois  regiment*^  during  the  rev- 
olutionary war. 

Colonel  Menard  states  that  he  has  been  acquainted  with  Colonel  Fran- 
cis Vigo  ever  since  the  year  A.  D.  1787,  and  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  his  business  for  a  considerable  time,  about  the  commencement  of  his 
aicquaintance  with  him;  that  he  had  been  informed  by  Colonel  Vigo, and 
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has  always  mdentood,  lli»t  ke  (Colonel  Vigo)  had  made  large  adranee^/ 
to  die  ^  mmois  fegiment/^  ittider  the  command  of  Colonel  G^rge  Rogers' 
Clarke,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  a  few  years  before  his  acqaaintance'* 
with  him,  and  for  whieh  be  had  received  no  pay,  or  at  least  but  a  very' 
sHiall  part  •  that  the  amount,  hdwefver,  had  been  liquidated  by  Coloncfl* 
George  Rogers  Clarke,  and  drafts  given  by  him  on  Oliver  Pollock,  agieni" 
of  the  State  of  Vhrgima,  in  Colonel  Vigo's  favor.    The  amount  of  all  thcf ; 
drafts,  Colasel  MeMrd  states^  fh>m  the  recollection  of  the  impressioii^ 
made  on  his  mind  about  the  year  1798,  must  have  exceeded  ([510,000.    /**' 
Oolofael  Menard  fuitber  states,  that  somewhere  abdut  the  year  A.  D.  ^ 
1768,  he  was  present  at  an  interview  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  between  - 
Colonel  Vigo  and  said  Pollock,  When  Colonel  Vigo  presented  the  said  * 
dtafis^o  said  Pollock;  upon  which  Mr.  Pollock  observed  he  was  ''very  * 
Sony  he  bad  been  under  the  necessity  of  protesting  them,  for  the  want  of 
foBds;'^  that  he  recollects  of  no  objection  being  made  on  account  of  theilr'' 
genuineness,  or  on  accoimt  of  the  authority  o(  Colonel  George  Roger*  * 
Clarke  to  draw  them ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Pollock  advised  Colonel 
Vigo  to  keep  the  drafts,  as  they  would  be  paid  some  time  or  other. 

PIERRE  MENARI>. 

State  op  IirotAKA,  Knox  borinft/y  set  : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  Sixth  day  of  November,  A,  D.  1834,  the 
abovenamed  Colonel  Pierre  Menard,  of  Kaskaskia,  to  me  personally  known,,  \ 
came  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
made  oath,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  to  the  truth 
and  correctness  of  the  foregoing  statement. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  6th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1834. 
[l.  8.]  JOHN  COLrUNS,        .  : :  ' 

Justice  Peaccy  Knox  cwnty^  i 
Stats  of  Indiana,  Knox  bounty ^  set:  j  •  1 

In  testimony  that  the  aforewrttten  John  Collins  was  a  magistrate,  ft#>^ 
tborizedto  administer  oaths,  take  acknowledgments,  &c.  in  the  said  county  ^^ 
of  Knox  aod  State  of  Indiana,  at  the  date  of  the  preceding  attestation,  '* 
and  that  his  nanEie  there  sabscribad  appears  to  be  his  ustial  signature,  I,  ^ 
Alexander  Dunlap  Scott,  clerk  of  the  knox  circuit  court'  of  said  State  of'' 
Indiana,  have. hereto  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  and  subscribed  my  name 
and  quality,  this  12th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1834. 

[l.  8.]  A.  D.  SCOTT. 

'  •  '^ 

Statement  of  John  BadoUet,  Eeq.y  register  of  the  land  office  of  the 
United  States  ai  Vineennesy  Indiana,  relative  to  the  claim  qf  Cohnk 
Frantis  Vigo  ^n  the  State  of  Flrgimktyfor  supplies  furnished  Gen&raf '. 
Oeorge  Bog^s  Clarke,  and  the  troops  under  his  domfnand,  in  W**/ 
^  Jllineds  campaign,^*  during  the  revolutionary  war.  ''  ^  •  ' 

Mjc.  Badollet  states  that  he  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Coloaei  ^ 
Francis  Vigo  for  about  thirty  years.  That  he  has  always  had  the  greatete:* 
coofidence  in  him  in  all  respects,  and  particularly  as  a  man  of  the  mwsto' 
scrupulous  regard  for  truths  disinterestedness,  and  honor.  "  I 

Further,  diat  he  has  always  understood  from  Colooel  Vigo^  and  those  o£.  I 
his  firiemis  that  kaew  him  at  xYm^  time  of  Getnual  Oeerss  Kogecs  Clarfaete  t 
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campig)  iu  Ilij^Gu«» siboiii ihej^ai  1779; ih%it  hue- had  raifktrcNl  ▼erjr^gBaat  1 
sexvice  to  General  Clsyk^,  and  the  Gau$^  ia  vrhvdk .  he  was  eQf(;aged,  by 
giving  him  important ipformation,  obtained  at  a.great  peraonal  and  pecu- 
niary risk,  as  well  as  in  procuring,  at  his  own  expense,  supplies  to  support 
the  troops  under  said  Clarke's  ponunand^  to  a  large  amouut,  and  that  he 
has  never  received  but  very  little  compensation  therefor ;  and  that  he  be- 
lieves the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  United  States  not  only  owe  Ck)lonel 
Vigo  a  very  great  debt  of  gratitude,  but  are  under  great  pecuniMry  obliga- 
tions to  him,  that  injustice  ought  speedily  ^  be  discbai^^d. 

FurthcXf  Mr.  BadoUet  states  that,  from  the  ¥ery  ioiimate  knowledge  he 
has  ot  the  character  of  Colonel  Vigo,  and, of  bis  high  sense  of  honor,  if  the 
alternative  were  presented  him  of  either  receiving  a  large  pecuniary  rec- 
ompense for  the  services  and  pecuniary  add  he  has  rendered  the  American 
cause,  or  simply  receiving  a  public  acknowledgment  of  them  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, though  very  poor,  he  believes  Coloc^  Vigo  would  not  hesitate 
a  moment  in  choosing  the  latter, 

JOHN  BADOLLET. 

ArATV  07  lixj>iAir4i  ^Knoic  county ,  set : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  jxistiee  of  the  peace  for  said  conntyr 
John  BadoUet,  Esq.,  to  me  personally,  known,  and  made  affirmation  to  the 
troth  and  correctness  of  the  foregoing  statement,  according  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  21st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1834. 
[l.  s.]  SAMUEL  HILL, 

Justice  Peace,  Knox  county^ 

State  of-  IsiuAkA,  Know  <»unii/y  set : 

In  testteibrry  thattlie  aboYe- written  Samuel  Hill  was  a  magistrate  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths,  take  tusknowledgments,  9t4,  in  th«^  said 
•Q^y  of  Knox  apd  State  of  Indiaiua,  at  the  above  date,  add  that  his  name 
there  subscribed. appec^s  to  be  his  usual  signature,  I,  Alexander  Duabp 
Scott,  clerk  of  the  Knox  circuit  court  of  said  Slate  of  IndiajDoa,  hirre  hereto 
affixed  my.  seal  of.  office,  aiui  subscribed  my  nmmt  aiid  <|tMkUty^  at  Vis- 
cenues,  this  13th  d^y  of  Peoember,  A.  D.  1S34. 

[us.]  A-  D.  SCOTT. 


J^davit  of  Judge  Bu7mett,  in  retalion  to  Colonel  Vigors  claim  on 

Virginia,  . 

}a  thes  summer,  of  I7a§,, James  Abbots  of  Detroit,  gave  a  power  of 
atjorney  ta  Arthur  Su  Clair  and  mysejf  to  collect  or  secure  a  d#bt  dHe 
from  Cplonel  F.  Vigo,  of  Post  Vincennes,  to  the  Miami  Company.  In 
December,  1799,  we  went  to  Vincennes,  and  obtained  from  Colonel  Vigo 
a  mortgage  on  several  tracts  of  land,  for  the  security  of  the  debt.  While 
w**were  at  CoL  Vigo's,  lie  handed  me  a  draft  in  his  fovor,  drawn  by  Gei>- 
isral  Greorge  Rogers  Clarke  on  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  or  her  agevHf 
forsererai  thousand  dollars — I  think  about  eight  thousand.  The  objeet 
for  which  the  draft  was  shown  to  us,  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect ;  but  I 
hebeve  it  was  to  ascertain  Whether  we  could  not  aid  him  in  collecriflg  the 
mmmf.    Tb&td  is  an  impreMon  on  my  mind  that  he  gaTaus  the  cbralt  to^ 


tket  purpd^a?  but  I  Imve  seardbed  tBli^ontiy  among  wy  papers,  \rWioitt 
beiug  aUe  to  fiad  it,  or  any  inemorandnm  relating  to  it.  I  remember, 
however,  that  Cokmel  Vigo  iiad  the  draft  in  his  possession  in  the  yeai* 
1799,  and  that  some  converaatioo  was  had  on  the  subject  of  oiir  taking  it. 
If  the  pa{)^r  came  into  my  hands,  it  has  been  lost  or  mislaid. 

Pbave  known  the  general  charaeler  of  Colonel  Vigo  since  the  year 
1796,  and  believe  him  to  be  as  honorable  and  high-minded  a  man  as  any 
olber  in  the  Western  country. 

J.  BURNETT. 
State  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  mayor  of  said  city,  J.  Burnett,  and  made 
oath  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  city,  this  33d  December,  1634. 
[l-  8.]  SAM.  W.  DAVIS,  Jfayor. 


Affidavit  of  N.  Ewing  reldOve  to  Colonel  Vigors  claim. 
Personalty  appeared  before  me  ttie  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
duly  commissioned  and  qualified  for  the  county  of  Knox  and  State  of  In- 
diana, Nathaniel  Ewing,  Esq.,  of  said  county,  aged  62  years,  who  being 
sworn,  depoaeth  and  saith:  That  he  came  to  the  town  of  Vincennes,  then 
"Post  Vincennes,*^  in  the  year  1790  or  1791,  from  which  period  he  dates 
his  first  acquaintance  with  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  tlien  a  resident  of  said 
post,  and  known  as  the  "  Spanish  merchant"  That  this  deponent  was 
every  year  at  Vincennes,  off  and  on,  until  the  year  1804  or  1805,  when 
he  was  appointed,  by  the  Government,  commissioner  to  examine  land  ti- 
tles ;  and  from  that  period  until  the  present  time  has  been  a  constant  resident 
of  said  place ;  during  all  which  time  he  has  been  well  acquainted  with 
said  Vigo,  aiUl,for  the  most  part,  a  neighbor,  living  on  an  adjoining  plan- 
tation, and  well  acquainted  with  his  affairs,  business,  habits,  and  dealings. 
That  said  Vigo,  is  known  to  the  deponent  as  a  man  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity and  honor.  That  be  is  an  uneducated  man,  but  of  a  remarkably 
cfear  mind,  and  a  memory  retentive  beyond  that  of  any  man  ever  known 
to  the  deponent.  That  Colonel  Vigo,  during  the  years  1798,  1799,  1800, 
1801,  1802,  and  until  the  year  1803,  was  closely  confined  by  a  protracted 
illness,  and  most  of  the  time  to  his  bed.  i  That  during  said  period  he  was 
unable  to  do  any  business ;  and  deponent  believes,  from  his  own  knowl- 
edge of  him  and  his  affairs  at  that  periods  that  his  (Colonel  Vigo's)  papers 
beoftttB  derangdd  and  oitt-of  oodery  as  was  th^  case  with  his  personal  af- 
faics,  not  hemgable  totattend  to  them.  Hiat  Cpk>nel  Vigo,  from  his  gen- 
eral habita  and  want  of  eduostifon,  rather  trusted  through  life  to  the  in-" 
tegrity  and  honor  of  others,  than  to  any  written  memorandum  of  the 
transaction  In  which  he  was  engaged,  or  the  affairs  about  which  he  was 
dealing. 

That  the  deponent  has  alwa3rs  understood,  ever  since  he  first  came  to 
Vincennes,  from  Cokmel  Vigo  and  others,  that  a  large  sum  of  money 
was  due  him  from  the  State  t>f  Virginia,  whir h  was  luipaid,  being  due 
for  advancee  made  by  Colonel  Vigo  to  the  troops  under  Colonel  George 
R.  Clarke,  in  the  "  Illinois  campaign"  in  1778 ;  and  that,  from  all  he  has 
Uttdersiood  from  Colonel  Vigo  and  otheirs,  on  his  first  arrival  in  the  coim- 
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try,  and  sinoe,  he  has  190  doubt  aooh  waft  the  fiiot  ThatOoUmel  Vlgdyia 
consequence  of  not  having  been  paid  these  claims,  and  in  eonseqtience  of 
the  losses  sustained,  and  partly  growing  out  of  the  cifconstaiices  alluded 
to,  has  become  greatly  embarrassed,  though  once  wealthy. 

That  this  deponent  would  place  the  utmost  reliance  in  any  statement 
made  by  Colonel  Vigo ;  and  the  fullest  faith  and  credit  is  due  to  his  dte- 
larations  in  relation  to  his  own  affairs,  or  those  of  others  io  relation  ts 
which  be  might  be  called  on  to  state  his  recollection ;  and  whether  under 
oath  ofT  on  honor,  those  who  know  him,  or  can  have  known  him,  would 
believe  him  in  every  particular. 

And  further  this  deponent  saith  not 

NATH.  EWING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  3d  December,  1834. 

SAM.  HILL, 
Justice  cf  the  Petuefor  Knox  co.^  Indiana. 

State  op  Indiana,  Knox  conntt/^  j«/. 

In  testimony  that  the  aforewritten  Samael  Hill  was  a  magistrate,  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths,  take  acknowledgments,  &c,  in  the  Mtid  coun- 
ty of  Knox,  and  State  of  Indiana,  at  the  date  of  the  preceding  affidavit, 
and  that  his  name  there  subscribed  appears  to  me  to  be  his  usual  signa- 
ture, I,  Alexander  Dunlap  Scott,  derk  of  the  Knox  circuit  court,  h^ve 
hereto  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  and  subscribed  my  name  and  quality  at 
Vincennes,  this  I2ih  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1834. 

[l.  s.]  A.  D.  SCOTT. 


General  IVm.  H.  Harrison^s  aiattment  m  rekUion  to  Cohnei  Vig^f 

ekntn. 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  of  Vincennes,  for 
thirty-nine  years,  and  during  the  thirteen  years  I  was  the  (Governor  of 
Indiana  I  lived  in  the  same  town  with  him,  and  upon  terms  oi  the  most 
intinujtte  friendships 

I  have  often  heard  him  speak  of  the  draft  which  had  been  given  to  him 
by  General  Clarke^  for  supplies  ftjumished  for  his  army,  and  that  it  had 
never  been  paid.  The  old  genileman  was  always  of  the  opinkm  that  be 
had  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Jacob  Burnett  and  Arthur  St.  Clair,  esquires, 
who  had  been  employed  by  a  mercantile  house  at  Detroit  to  settle  a  large 
debt,  due  by  him  to  them.  I  applied  some  time  since  to  Judge  Burnett,  on 
behalf  of  Colonel  Vigo,  and  an  accurate  search  was  made  among  his  pa- 
pers, but  the  draft  was  not  found.  The  judge,  however,  well  recollects 
that  Colonel  Vigo  had  such  a  draft,  and  it  was  possible  it  might  hav«  been 
given  to  him  or  to  Mr.  St.  Clair.  The  latter  gentleman  has  been  dead  for 
some  years ;  several  successive  administrations  have  been  granted  on  his 
estate,  and  his  papers  much  scattered.  I  have,  indeed,  been  imable  to 
find  the  person  who  has  the  custody  of  that  portion  of  them  amongst 
which  the  missing  paper  would  probably  be  found. 

With  respect  to  the  credibility  of  Colonel  Vigo's  statement,  I  solemnly 
declare  I  believe  him  utterly  incapable  of  making  a  misrepresentation  of 


the  £9U5€8,  however  |^eat  may  be  kis  interest  in  the  matter;  and  I  ainabo 
confident  that  there  are  more  respectable  persons  in  Indiana  who  would 
become  guarantees  of  his  integrity  than  could  be  induced  to  lay  under  a 
similar  responsibility  for  any  oiber  person.  His  whole  life^  as  long  as  bis 
circumstances  were  prosperous,  was  spent  in  acts  of  kindness  and  benev- 
olence to  individuals*;  and  his  public  spirit  and  attachment  to  the  institu- 
tions of  our  country  are  proverbisd. 


CiNciivNiLTX,  December  M,  1834. 


W,  H.  HARRISON. 


Locust  Gbovx^  near  Loui8viuls» 

DsAR  Sir  :  A  letter  from  a  man  who  has  always  occupied  a  distin- 
gnished  place  hi  my  affection  and  esteem,  must  ensure  the  warmest  and 
most  cordial  reception ;  an  affection,  the  result  not  so  much  of  being  as- 
sociates in  the  placid  stream  of  tranquillity,  and  the  benign  sunshine  of 
peace,  as  companions  amidst  the  din  of  war,  and  those  struggles  where 
the  indefatigable  exertion  of  every  muscle  and  nerve  was  demanded. 
But  it  may  be  enough  to  remark,  that  while  the  one  is  the  effect  of  your 
uniformly  discreet  and  irreproachable  conduct  in  the  intricate  path  of  civil 
and  domestic  life,  the  other  is  wrought  by  a  strong  sense  of  that  gratitude 
due  from  your  adopted  country,  having  myself  both  witnessed  and  expe- 
rienced the  signal  advantages  flowing  to  our  common  country  from  your 
inestimable  conduct,  and,  what  is  more  enhancing  to  such  services,  haying 
rendered  them  at  a  time  when  the  cloud  on  which  our  fate  hung  assumed 
the  most  menacing  aspect 

When  I  contemplate  the  glowing  affection  with  which  your  letter  is 
fraught,  and  only  the  revival  of  such  you  in  past'times — ah !' better  times, 
troublous  as  they  were — ^were  wont  to  evince  for  me,  I  am  so  filled  with 
correspondent  feelings  that  I  am  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  them.  How 
happy  would  I  be  could  those  sentiments  of  entreaty  to  a  trustful  Provi- 
dence, in  the  conclusive  part  of  your  letter,  for  a  serene  and  happy  even- 
ing, be  realized !  But  that  Providence,  submitting  as  I  do  with  manly 
patience  to  his  decrees,  has  long  since  denied  me  that  boon.  He  has  cut 
asunder  the  life's^  tenderest  string. 

With  sentiments  of  the  warmest  regard,  I  remain, 

GEORGE  R.  CLARKE. 


Additional  memorial  of  F.  Vigo, 

The  additional  memorial  of  Francis  Vigo  further  represents,  in  addition 
to  the  facts  set  forth  before,  in  the  memorial  to  which  this  is  a  wipplement, 
(and  the  statement  is  made  at  his  request,)  that,  some  time  in  December, 
1778,  this  memorialist,  then  being  in  Kaskaskia,  now  Illinois,  where  Coif 
onel  George  R.  Clarke  then  was,  the  said  Clarke  refceived  a  communica- 
tion from  Captain  Helms,  then  commanding  at  Vincennes  a  company  of 
Virginia  troops,  that  he  was  destitute  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  and 
requested  deponent  to  go  to  Vineennes  f<Mr  the  puj^ose  of  furnishing  said 
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H^lms's  company  with  provisiftns  and  ammunition,  said  Vigo  teing  well 
acquainted  with  the  French  inhabitants  at  said  post.  That,  in  pursuance 
of  said  request,  he  left  Kaskaskia  for  Vincennes,  on  the  18th  December, 
1778,  and  when  about  six  miles  from  Vincennes,  on  the  Embarras  river, 
on  the  24th  of  December,  1778,  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  of  Indians, 
commanded  by  an  English  ijfficer ;  the  garrison  at  Vincennes  having  been 
captured  by  Hamilton  and  the  English  forces  a  short  time  before,  and 
Captain  Helms  being  a  prisotler ;  that  the  Indians  took  from  him  a  valua- 
ble horse,  deponent's  arms,  saddlebags,  and  clothing,  valued  at  jf500y  in- 
cluding some  paper  money  ;  that,  when  taken  prisoner,  he  was  carried  to 
Vincennes,  and  found  Hamilton  in  possession  of  the  post ;  that  he  was 
released  by  Hamilton,  on  condition  ^'  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  injure 
the  British  cause  daring  his  jotnrney  home  ;^'  that  he  agreed  to  this,  and 
departed.  During  the  time  of  his  stay  at  Vmcennes,  he  ascertained  ac- 
curately the  situation  of  the  garrison  ;  and,  '^ after  his  return  home"  to 
St.  Louis,  immediately  went  to  Kaskaskia,  and  gave  Clarke  the  informa- 
tion by  which  he  captured  Vincennes.  That  be  was  takep  prisoner  in 
company  with  Mr.  Renau  ;  that  he  never  received  a  cent  lor  the  losses 
occasioned  by  his  capture  while  in  the  service  of  Virginia,  nor  ever  asked 
for  any. 

VIGO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  by  the  deponent,  Colonel  Francis  Vigo,  at 
Vincennes,  this  21st  November,  1834,  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  for  said  county  of  Knox^  and 
State  of  Indiana. 

SAM-  HILL,  J.  P.    [siiAL.] 

State  op  Indiana,  Knox  county y  set. : 

In  testimony  that  the  above-written  Samuel  Hill  was  a  magistrate,  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths,  take  acknowledgments,  &c.,  in  said  county 
of  Knox,  and  State  of  Indiana,  at  the  above  dale,  and  that  his  name  there 
subscribed  appears  to  me  to  be  his  usual  signatiure,  I,  Alexander  Dunlap 
Scott,  clerk  of  the  Kjqox  circuit  court  of  said  State  of  Indiana,  have  hereto 
affixed  my  seal  of  office,  and  subscribed  my  name  and  quality,  at  Vin- 
cennes, this  12th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1834. 

[l.  s.]  A.  D.SCOTT. 


Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  FFar  to  Francis  Vigo. 

War  DiiPABTMENT,  July  20,  1790. 
Sir  :  Major  Doughty  has,  in  expressive  words,  given  an  account  of 
the  services  which  yon  have  rendered  him,  and  of  the  zeal  you  have  man- 
ifested for  the  United  States  in  the  difficult  business  which  had  been  com- 
mitted to  his  care.  Your  conduct  therein,  sir,  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  President,  and  I  am  directed  by  him  to  ternler  to  yon  his  acknowl- 
odgments  therefor.  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  sir,  that  1  discharge 
that  duty,  being  well  informed  that  the  essential  services  you  have  ren- 
dered to  Major  Doughty  were  the  consequence  of  your  zeal  for  the  public 
welftire.    Yoh  have  also  instanced  it  in  yomr  proceedings  towards  Major 
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Hamtramck,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  as  I  have  been  informed 
hy  General  Haramr. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  hiunble  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  KNOX, 
Secretary  of  the  War  DeparlmtnU 
Mr.'  F&AKGis  Vioo. 

War  Department,  December  30, 1790. 

SiK :  As  you  have  already  received,  by  the  special  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  a  commission  to  trade  with  the  Chickasawa  and 
Choctaws,  and  as  the  United  States  have  received  complete  [satisfactiou] 
of  your  integrity  and  devotion  to  their  interests,  I  intrust  to  your  care  two 
talks  for  the  aforesaid  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws,  signed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  both  talks  to  each  of 
those  two  nations. 

You  will  seize  every  convenient  opportunitv  to  impress  ^pon  the  minds 
of  tlie  aforesaid  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  tfie  adherence  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  treaty  of  Hopewell ;  that  the  tJniled  States  do  not  want 
their  lands ;  that* if  anybody  endeavors  to  inspire  them  with  different  sen- 
(iments,  they  must  consider  such  persons  in  no  other  Ught  than  that  of 
their  enemies,,  and  the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  You  will  please  to 
make  a  discreet  use  of  this  letter,  and  to  communicate  it  only  to  Governor 
St  Clair,  Brigadier  General  Harmar,  and  to  such  other  persons  in  whom 
you  can  place  a  full  confidence. 

I  ain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  KNOX, 
Secretary  oj  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  Francis  Vioo. 


Letter  from  General  ^,  Wayne  to  F.  Vigo, 

Headquabters,  Greenville,  May  27,  1794. 

Sir  :  From  the  uniform  character  you  support,  of  being  a  gentleman  of 
integrity  aiid  influence,  and  a  steady  and  firm  friend  of  the  United  States, 
and  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the  trading  people  passing  between 
Post  Vincennes  and  Detroit,  as,  \yell  as  from  St.  J^uis  and  Cahokia  to 
that  place,  will  it  be  practicable  for  you  to  procure  one  or  two  trusty  peo- 
ple, either  Frenchmen  or  Indians,  to  go  as  far  as  Roche  de  Bout,  in  order 
to  discover  the  number  and  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  particularly  what 
number  of  British  troops  are  there,  and  whether  they  have  built  any  fort 
or  fortification  at  that  place  ? 

Whatever  sum  of  money  it  may  cost  to  obtain  this  important  intelli- 
gence shall  be  paid  to  your  order  upon  sight,  from  glOO  to  g300  or  S400* 
Perhaps  some  resident  at  Roche  de  Bout,  or  at  Grand  Glaize,  might  be 
prevailed  upon  to  send  the  necessary  information  from  time  to  time. 

Would  it  be  practkable  to  bribe  or  purchase  the  Spanish  express,  from 
St.  Louis  to  Detroit,  to  deliver  his  despatches  to  Captain  Pasteur  ?  This 
is  a  delicate  business,  and  requires  address  and  secrecy. 

Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  depend  upon  the 
best  services  I  can  render  you  upon  all  occasions. 

Interim,  I  am  your  most  hiunble  servant, 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 

Major  Vioo. 
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Letter  from  F.  Vigo  to  General  Wajfne* 

ViwcEHNES,  June  24, 1794. 

Sib  :  The  man  who  went  from  this  place  on  the  11th  instant,  and  un- 
dertook to  perform  the  first  request  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  May  last, 
returned  on  the  22d  instaQt.  He  was  accompanied  by  an  Indian  chief, 
under  the  pretence  [of  bemg,]  and  who  was  actually,  hired  to  go  to  the 
Pottawatamies  for  prisoners.  They  went  within  seven  or  eight  miles  of 
the  Wea  town,  wluch  is  about  two  hundred  miles  from  this  place  by- 
water,  where  they  met  with  some  Indians  they  were  acquainted  with, 
who  turned  them  back.  The  particulars  Captain  Pasteur  will  inform 
your  excellency  by  this  opportunity.  You  may  rest  assured  I  will  use  my 
best  endeavors  to  get  further  information  by  some  other  route,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Captain  Pasteur. 

The  galleys  that  arrived  at  New  Madrid  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  stop- 
ped at  the  Chickasaw  blufEs,  where  they  delivered  a  quantity  of  goods  to 
that  nation  of  Indians,  in  payment  for  that  *  *  spot,  in  order  to  build 
a  garrison.  The  Chickasaws  received  for  this  place  $500  cash,  and  fifty 
pieces  of  Stroud,  assorted ;  the  whole  amounting  to  $8,000.  This  inform- 
ation comes  by  an  inhabitant  of  this  town,  who  was  at  New  Madrid 
when  the  galleys  anived,  and  left  that  place  on  the  17th  of  May  last, 
^rhey  offered  him  very  high  wages  to  go  to  the  Chickasaw  bluffb,  as  an 
artificer  to  assist  in  building  a  garrison  there.  It  was  at  the  same  time 
published  and  read  in  the  fort,  where  a  number  of  the  Chickasaws  were 
daily  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your  ex- 
cellency's most  obliged,  humble  servant, 

VIGO. 

Major  General  Wayni. 

Letter  from  General  Wayne  to  Francis  Vigo. 

Headqitabters,  Oreenvillb,  Ju^  5, 1794. 

Sir  :  I  haVe  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  ulti- 
mo, and  thank  you  for  the  measures  you  have  already  taken,  and  mean  to 
pursue,  in  order  to  gain  intelligence. 

The  conduct  of  the  Spaniards,  in  attempting  to  establish  a  post  at  the 
Chickasaw  blufis,  so  far  within  the  acknowledged  boundaries  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  is  a  very  extraordinary  conduct,  and  an  aggression  of  the  highest 
iiature.  I  therefore  wish,  if  possible,  that  the  ejq>re8s,as  mentioned  in  my 
letter  of  the  27th  of  May,  could  be  obtained,  either  directly  or  indirecriy, 
because  it  might  be  a  means  of  throwing  Ught  upon  a  subject  which  is  at 
present  rather  dark  and  mysterious. 

It  would  appear  from  that  part  of  the  information  from  No.  1,  which 
mentions  that  the  British,  or  Simcoe,  told  the  Indians,  ^'  You  have  fought 
by  yourselves  a  long  time  ;  now  I  am  come  to  help  you — take  courage  ! 
you  go  before,  surround  the  garrison,  and  I  will  follow  you  with  the  can- 
non; after  that,  I  will  show  you  vhat  I  will  do  with  them;''  that  the 
credulous  savages,  to  the  amount  of  at  least  1,500  warriors,  surrounded 
and  attempted  to  carry  Fort  Recovery,  by  a  coup  de  main,  on  the  30th  of 
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June ;  but  were  repoked  by  that  gallant  garrison,  and  compelled  to  re- 
treat with  disgrace  and  slaughter  from  the  rery  same  field  where  they 
were  proudly  victorious  on  the  4th  of  November,  1791. 

Captain  iWenr  will  give  you  the  particulars.  Mr.  Simcoe  has  actu- 
ally fortified  at  St  Boche  de  Bout.  It  is  more  ths^n  probable  I  shall  shortly 
reconnoitre  that  place. 

Imerim,  I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 

Major  FmANCis  Vigo. 


Letter  from  General  Wayne  to  F.  Ptgo. 

Headquabtses,  Miami  Villages, 

September  29,  1794. 

Sir  :  I  hare  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo, 
by  Mr.  Evans,  which  met  me  at  Grand  Glaize,  where  I  have  established 
a  strong  post,  and  have  another  at  great  forwardness  at  this  place. 

You  will,  probably,  before  this  reaches  you,  have  heard  of  the  brilliant 
success  of  the  army  under  my  command,  in  a  general  action  on  the  20tli 
ultimo,  on  the  banks  of  the  Miamia,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  against  the 
combined  force  of  the  hostile  Indians  and  militia  of  Detroit. 

Captain  Pasteur  is  instructed  to  communicate  the  contents  of  my  letter 
to  him  of  this  date,  to  you,  which  will  give  you  the  particulars. 

By  the  best  information,  the  force  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  2,000  men,^ 
who  were  beaten  and  totally  routed  by  less  than  half  that  number.  The 
front  line  only  of  our  army  was  engaged,  who  charged  the  Indians  with 
such  impetuosity,  and  drove  them  with  such  velocity,  as  prevented  the 
second  line  and  main  body  to  arrive  in  time  to  participate  in  the  action ; 
the  savages  being  driven  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  near  three  miles  in 
the  course  of  one  hour,  through  a  thick  bushy  wood,  when  they  abandon- 
ed themselves  to  flight,  leaving  the  ground  strewed  with  their  dead  bodies^ 
intermixed  with  Canadians  and  other  white  men  painted  and  dressed  like 
savagea 

I  wish  your  aeents  may  succeed  in  obtaining  the  despatched,  &c.,  which 
may  eventually  lead  to  important  discoveries. 

Interim,  I  am  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 

Major  Vigo. 


License  from  General  Wayne  to  Colonel  Vigo  to  trade  with  different 

posi9. 

*  Francis  Vigo  is  hereby  permitted  intercourse  with  the  posts  of  Forts 
Wayne,  Knox,  and  Massac,  and  any  which  may  be  established  on  the 
Wabash  river ;  and  has  liberty  to  trade  with  the  same,  conformably  to 
the  rules  thereot 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  headquarters,  Greenville,  August  18, 
1795. 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 


William  Henry  Harri^ny  Governor  ^f  the  Indiana  Derritaryj  super* 
intendent  of  Indian  affairSj  and  oommimoner  plenipotentiary  for 
treating  with  the  Indian  bribes — Jo  ull  who  shall  see  these  presents': 

Know  ye,  that  the  bearer  hereof*  CoJonal  Francis  Vigo,  hasbeen  sent 
by  me  on  a  mission  to  the  Indian  tribes,  the  Pottawafiamies^  Eel  Rivets, 
and  Miamies ;  and  all  officers  in  the  service  of  tbe  United  States  are 
hereby  required  to  famish  him  with  every  necessary  assistance;  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  demand  from  any  military  post  he  may  pass,  such 
articles  of  provisions,  either  for  his  own  use  or  tliat  of  the- Indians,  as  he 
may  thinlj:  proper  to  take. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Vincennes,  26th  of  May,  1S05. 

[SEAX..] 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  14,  1S35. 
Sir  :  You  will  confer  a  favor  on  the  undersigned, by  caus^ug  an  exam- 
ination to  be  made  in  your  office,  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  evi- 
dence of  the  payment  of  a  bill  of  exchange  for  g8,616,  drawn  by  Colonel 
George  R.  Clarke,  in  the  fall  of  1778,  hi  iavor  of  Francis  Vigo,  on  Oli- 
ver Pollock,  Esq.  at  New  Orleans,  and  acquaint  the  undersigned  of  the 
result 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

AB,  T.  ELUS, 
AtVyfor  Col.  Francis  Vigo. 
To  the  TREAstjRER  OP  Virginia. 


Treasury  Office,  January  15, 1835.  . 
I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  entry  on  the  books  of  this  office,  show- 
ing the  payment  of  the  claim  within  mentioned  to  Francis  Vigo. 

I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  saying  tliat  the  aaid  olaim  has  riot 
been  paid  ;  because  many  entries  on  the  books  are  made  to  persons  pre- 
senting the  claim,  instead  of  the  person  who  rendered  the  service  ;  and 
because  of  the  absence  of  the  vouchers  upon  which  those  clain»  were 
founded. 

L.  BURFOOT, 
Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth. 


.   8TATEMKNT. 

Draft  drawn  on  Oliver  Pollock,  agent  of  Virginia,  by  Colonel  George 
R.  Clarke,  iif  jtavor  of  Francis  Vigo,  fur  a8,6l6,the  latiter  part  of  the  yeai 
1778. 

Bill  of  exchange  on  the  Treasnrer  of  Virginia,  drawn  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Montgomery,  April  8,  1 780,  in  favor  of  Captain  John  Wil- 
liams, and  assigned  to  Mr.  Renau,  April  12,  1780 :  amount  ^18J3,  in 
specie. 

Also,  a  bill  of  exchange  from  the  satne,  in  favor  of  the  same,  and  as- 
signed to  the  same,  0124. 
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Auditoa's  OpficB)  January  19,  1835. 
I  have  caused  a  search  to  be  made,  to  ascertain  whether  the  bills  and 
drafts  abore  mentioned  were  paid  through  this  office,  but  can  find  no  di- 
rect evidence  of  such  payment.  There  is  evidence  of  various  payments 
to  Oliver  Pollock,  to  wit :  jei,000,  ^^2,637  10^.,  and  ^307  10^.  lOrf.  en- 
tered  in  a  journal,  conmiencing  on  the  1st  of  June,  1786 ;  but  whether 
they  have  any  connexion  with  the  biUs  and  drafts  above  mentioned,  I  am 
not  enabled  to  determine. 

I  do  not  consider  the  absence  of  positive  proof  in  this  office  as  affording 
'any  just  presumption  in  favor  of  these  claims  against  the  Commonwealth. 

JAMES  E.  HEATH, 

Auditor  of  Virginia. 


Auditor's  Officjs,  January  15, 1835. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  the  expression  in  my  certificate  respecting  Vigo's  claim,  that  there 
was  no  direct  evidence  of  the  claim  having  been  paid,  was  not  intended 
to  ecmvey  the  idea  that  I  had  discovered  evidence  of  any  kind,  direct  or 
indirect y  of  such  payment.  I  intended  to  be  understood,  however,  as 
meaning  that  Vigo's  claim  might  have  been  paid,  and  yet  this  office  fur- 
nish no  evidence  of  the  fact.  It  is  impossible,  at  this  late  day,  to  under- 
stand, with  precise  accuracy,  how  the  financial  transactions  of  the  revolu- 
tionary period  were  conducted.  Asa  general  proposition,  it,may,I  think, 
be  safely  affirmed,  that  but  little  system  or  regularity  was  observed  ;  but 
if  the  fact  were  otherwise,  the  objection  still  remains  that  the  t>ooks  and 
records  of  this  office  which  contain  the  transactions  of  the  period  referred 
to,  are  necessarily  imperfect.  Hence  I  have  certified  it  as  my  opinioh 
ttmt  the  absence  of  proof  of  payment  here  ought  not  to  raise  any  just  pre- 
sumption in  favor  of  the  claim. 

I  am,  very  respectfiillv,  yours, 

JAMES  E.  HEATH,  Auditor. 


Office  of  the  Comm'k  of  Rbv'y  Claims  of  the 
State  of  Virginia, 

Richmond^  Va.,  January  My  1835. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  pages  contain  true  copies  of  pa- 
pers which  have  been  filed  with  me,  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Francis 
Vigo  against  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  supplies  furnished  to  the  Illinois 
regiment,  under  the  command  of  General  George  R.  Clarke,  in  the  year 
1778.  The  originals  are  now  on  file  in  my  office. 
Given  under  my  hand  : 

JOHN  H.  SMITH,  Commisrionery  4r. 


Washington  City,  February  12, 1835. 
Dkar  Sia :  My  father,  a  trader  in  the  Illinois  country  at  the  time  Gen- 
eral George  R.  Clarke  conquered  it  in  1778,  has  frequently  told  me  that 
42 
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General  Clarke  was  unprovided  with  means  or  credit  to  maintain  his 
troops,  and  that  he  and  others  entered  warmly  into  the  support  of  his 
troops,  and  made  advances  to  him  (General  Clarke)  upon  the  credit  of 
Virginia,  and  prevailed  upon  all  the  inhabitants  to  furnish  provisions  and 
other  necessaries  to  the  troops  under  Clarke  and  his  officers.  My  father 
and  others  received  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  General  Clarke  and  othet 
officers,  on  Mr.  Pollock,  and  on  the  Treasurer  of  Virginia-  After  my 
father  had  exhausted  his  fortune  and  credit,  some  time  between  the  years 
1780  and  1784,  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  thence  took  passage 
for  Havana,  and  there  embarked,  in  company  with  Mr.  Pollock,  and,  I 
believe,  Mr.  Tardiveaux  or  Mr.  Poiduse^,  (one  of  the  two,)  on  board  of  a 
ship  bound  to  Europe,  which  landed  them  on  Baldhead  island,  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  Richmond.  He 
took  that  route  as  the  most  safe,  as  all  the  Western  country  was  then  a 
wilderness,  infested  by  hostile  savages.  A  journey  at  that  day,  and  for 
many  years  thereafter,  was  attended  with  imminent  risk ;  indeed,  it  was 
rarely,  if  ever,  undertaken  from  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi  but  in  cara- 
vans composed  of  armed  men.  My  father  was  engaged  two  or  three 
years  in  efforts  to  procure  payment  of  his  demands,  and,  but  for  the  Pres- 
ton family  and  Colonel  Monroe,  who  befriended  him  and  advised  him  to 
Iiersevere,  he  would  have  returned  home  in  despair,  a  ruined  man.  At 
ast,  through  that  influence,  he  procured  a  tardy  settlement  of  his  claims, 
and  received  a  small  part  in  money,  the  balance  in  negroes,  tobacco,  and 
lands  ;  the  two  first  at  a  high  price,  and  the  latter  was  not  considered  as 
behig  of  any  value,  and  were  consequently  not  looked  after.  When  he 
(my  father)  returned  to  the  Illinois,  (the  familiar  name  of  all  the  country 
now  divided  into  Illinois  and  Missouri,)  and  reported  the  discouragements 
bo  had  met  with,  the  other  creditors  lost  heart ;  and  when  we  consider  the 
character,  ignorance,  and  subsequent  want  of  confidence  consequent  on 
the  difficulties  reported  to  exist,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  these  claim^- 
ants  lost  every  hope  of  being  eventually  paid,  and  abandoned,  as  hopeless, 
their  farther  prosecution  ? 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  I  do  not  make  the  foregoing  statement  upon 
my  own  knowledge,  not  being  then  in  existence.  I  am,  however,  not  the 
less  confident  of  its  accuracy;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  claims  to  a  very 
large  amount  would  have  been  asserted  in  due  time,  if.  a  belief  had  not 
fiwtened  itself  on  the  minds  of  those  people  that  it  was  fruitless  ;  and  I 
am  also  well  convinced  that,  from  the  same  cause,  evidence  of  debts  to  a 
very  large  amoimt  has  been  lost 

At  die  time  of  General  Clarke's  conquest,  the  population  of  the  UliaoiB 
was  small,  cultivation  very  imperfect,  and  no  greater  supplies  raised  than 
were  necessary  for  the  immediate  support  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  when 
an  accession  of  their  numbers  took  place,  the  price  became  exceedingly 
high.  In  1780  or  1781,  the  scarcity  of  bread  became  so  great,  that  none 
but  the  wealthiest  could  indulge  in  its  use,  and  that,  too,  moderately.  To 
that  circumstance  St.  Louis  owes  its  nickname  of  Pain  Court j*  by  which 
it  is  known  by  all  the  old  inhabitants  to  this  day. 

I  believe  the  foregoing  furnishes  all  the  traditionary  knowledge  I  pos- 
sess of  the  points  you  have  questioned  me  about 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Judge  Pope-  C.  GRATIOT. 

*8hofftlmid. 


9st 

No.  3 — ^A. 

Reiolation  requiring  the  Governor  to  employ  a  competent  person  to  examine  certain  rcvolutioiv- 
ary  documents.     [Agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  February  21,  1838.] 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly y  That  the  Governor  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  employ  some  competent 
person  to  examine  the  revolutionary  documents,  &c.,  in  the  several  offices 
of  this  Grovernraent,  and  the  papers,  &c.,  recently  discovered  in  the  attic 
story  of  the  capitol,  and  to  report  to  the  Executive  of  this  State  a  list  of 
the  names  of  all  such  persons  as  may  be  entitled  to  unsatisfied  claims  oa 
Virginia  for  bounty  land,  on  account  of  service  rendered  in  the  war  of* 
the  Revolution,  and  such  other  information  touching  revolutionary  ser- 
vice as  may  be  deemed  important ;  and  that  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  required  to  take  such  steps  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  best  cal- 
culated to  conununicate  the  information  thus  derived  to  the  parties  in- 
terested, and  to  preserve  their  rights  effectually  from  abuse  or  imposition^ 

Statb  of  Virginia,'>  .    ^  .. . 
City  of  Richmond,  \  '^  ^^^' 

I,  George  W.  Munford,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  keeper 
of  ttie  rolls  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known,  that  the 
foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, adopted  February  21,  i833.  Given  under  my  hand,  this  sixteenth 
day  of  January,  1836. 

GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 
Clei^k  qf  the  Hot^e  qf  DeLy  and  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  of  Va. 


B. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  commiasioner  to  examine  and  report  upon  claims  for 
unaatiafled  miittaty  land  bounties,  and  for  other  purposes.     [Passed  March  11,  1834.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  John  H.  Smith,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  appointed  and  constituted  a  commissioner,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  continue  the  examination  directed  under  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  21st  day  of  February,  1833,  touching  the 
revolutionary  documents  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  he  shall  lay  ^foref 
the  Governor  any  information  he  may  discover,  as  to  any  unsatisfied 
revolutionary  claims  of  this  Commonwealth  on  the  Government  of  the 
Unhed  States.  It  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioner 
to  examine  all  claims  for  military  land  bounties,  not  heretofore  decided 
on,  which  may  arise  under  any  existing  laws  or  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  report  the  facts  relating  to  the  same,  together 
"With  any  remarks  which  he  may  deem  pertinent  and  proper,  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Commonwealth,  whose  decisions  thereupon  shall  be  final : 
Provided,  That  warrants  for  such  land  bounties  shall  be  issued  as  here- 
tofore by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  on  tte  authority  of  the  Governor. 
The  said  commissioner  shall  have  authority  to  employ  an  assistant  or 
clerk,  whensoever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor^  it  shall  be  necessary ; 
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which  assistant  or  clerk  shall  receiye  such  compensation  as  the  Governor 
shall  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  per  month. 
And  the  said  commissioner  shall  receive,  as  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices aforesaid,  such  sum  as  the  Governor  shall  deem  proper,  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  br  at  that  rate  i'or  a  shorter 
period. 

Be  a  furihtr  enactedj  That  the  said  conunissioner  shall  investigate 
and  adjust  the  claims  against  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  supplies,  in  money 
or  otherwise,  made  to  the  Illinois  regiment,  under  the  conmiand  of  Geoi^ 
Rogers  Clarke,  whether  acknowledged  by  the  said  Clarke,  or  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Montgomery. 

Be  it  fvi  iher  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  refund  expenses  in- 
curred by  John  H,  Smith,  who  has  acted  as  commissioner  to  examine 
revolutionary  claims,  under  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

State  OP  Virginia,  >  /^.  .,. 
City  of  Richmond,  J  '^*^^- 

I,  George  W.  Munford,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  keeper 
of  the  rolls  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known,  that  Ihe 
foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  passed 
March  11,  1834.  Given  under  my  hand  the  eighteenth  day  of  January, 
1836. 

GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 
Clerh  of  the  House  of  Del.,  and  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  of  Va. 


Richmond,  February  7, 1836. 
Dbar  Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  notes  of  January  29th  and  February  4th, 
I  pan  only  say,  that  having  never  seen  the  items  embraced  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Illinois  or  Northwestern  expeditioB,  or  any- 
detailed  statement  of  those  accounts,  it  was  altogether  impossible  that  I 
4$piild  have  known,  or  intended  to  state  in  my  memorial  to  Congress  on 
^e  subject  of  the  half-pay  claims  ol  the  State  of  Virginia,  that  the 
xlaims  of  Colonel  Vigo,  or  any  other  specific  claims,  were  included  in 
that  settlement:  I  only  know  that  there  was  a  settlement  under  the 
terms  of  the  cession,  but  I  am  ignorant  of  the  particular  itema  included 
in  that  settlement 

With  much  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant^ 

THOMAS  W.  GILMER. 
JoHV  Law,  Esq.,  fVashington  City. 


C. 
ViBoiNiA  TmsAsuBT  Ofvicb,  June  25, 1835. 

Sib  :  I  have  not  been  able,  after  a  tedious  examination,  to  find  an 
entry  on  the  books  of  this  ofllce  showing  the  payment  of  a  "  bill  of  ex- 
change for  1^,616,  drawn  by  General  (then  Colonel)  George  Rogers 
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Clarke,  on  Olirer  Pollock,,  the  agent  of  Virginia,  at  New  Orieans,  in 
&Tor  of  Francis  Vigo."  I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  saying  that 
this  claim  has  not  been  paid ;  because  many  of  the,  entries  on  the  books 
are  made  to  persons  presenting  the  claim,  instead  of  the  person  who  ren- 
dered the  service ;  and  because  of  the  absence  of  the  vouchers  upon 
which  those  claims  were  founded. 

I  can  find  no  statement  in  this  office  of  a  settlement  between  Virginia 
and  the  United  States. 

L   BURFOOT, 
Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth. 

To  J.  G.  MosBT,  Esq. 


Richmond^  January  15,  1836. 

DxAB  Sm :  You  will  much  oblige  me  by  furnishing  me,  as  early  as 
possible,  with  an  official  statement  from  your  office,  in  answer  to  the  fol- 
lowing interrogatory,  to  wit : 

Whether,  from  any  documents  in  your  office,  it  will  appear  **  that  a  bill 
of  exchange,  for  the  sum  of  ^8,6 16,  or  any  similar  sum,  drawn  some  time 
in  the  year  1778,  by^  Colonel  George  R.  Clarke,  on  Oliver  Pollock,  Esq., 
the  agent  of  Virginia  at  New  Orleans,  in  favor  of  Francis  Vigo,  and  which 
bill  was  ^  protested  for  want  of  funds,'  was  comprehended  in  the  particular 
^iccount  of  the  State  of  Virginia  against  the  United  States,  as  settled  in 
1788,  or  in  the  aggregate  account  of  *  disbursements  and  advances'  cred- 
ited said  State  in  her  settlement  with  the  United  States  on  the  29th  June, 
1793,"  or  in  any  settlement  between  the  United  States  and  Virginia. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  have  die  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  LAW. 

Lawson  Bubfoot,  Esq., 

TVeaaiirtr  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  ' 


1  do  hereby  certify,  that,  after  due  examination  made,  flo  evidence  has 
been  found  in  this  office  of  any  payment  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
Francis  Vigo,  on  account  of  a  draft  drawn  by  Geoi^e  Rogers  Clarke  on 
Oliver  Pollock,  in  favor  of  said  Vigo,  or  on  any  other  account  I  do  noC 
consider,  however,  that  the  absence  of  any  such  evidence,  or  the  inability 
to  find  it,  is  sufficient  to  establish,  positively,  that  no  such  payment  was 
made ;  inasmuch  as  the  books  and  records^  especially.of  so  ancient  a  date 
as  1778,  when  the  draft  is  supposed  to  have  been  drawn,  are  either  im- 
perfect or  have  not  been  preserved.  I  further  certify,  that  although  there 
was  undoubtedly  a  settlement  between  Virginia  and  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  expenses  incurred  by  the  former  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
the  evidence  of  such  settlement  is  not  to  be  found  among  the  books  and 
records  of  the  Auditor's  office,  and  consequently  there  is  po  proof  that  I 
have  been  enabled  to  find  of  any  moneys  having  been  paid  over  to  the 
State  of  Virginia  by  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  draft  above  re- 
ferrtidto. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  Auditor's  office,  Richmond,  this  30th  day 
of  June,  1835- 

JAMES  E.  HEATH, 

Auditor  of  Virginia. 


E. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  qf  the  House  qf  Delegates^  qf  Saturdaifj 

June  21,  1733. 

Attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Simon  Nathan,  and  referred  to  by  the  committee,  is  the  fol- 
lowing certificate : 

<<  I  hereby  certify,  that  the  abo^e  table  of  depreciation  made  out  by 
Colonel  Todd  is  just,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect ;  and  all  bills  whidi  were 
drawn  by  me  on  New  Orleans,  were  passed  at  the  rate  of  a  hard  dollar 
for  every  one  named  in  the  bill,  and  all  which  were  drawn  on  the  Got- 
ernor  or  Treasurer  of  Virginia  were  for  paper  dollars,  and  understood  to 
be  at  such  rate  of  depreciation  as  prevailed  at  the  time  and  place  of  draw- 
ing ;  the  drafts  in  Uvres  were  at  five  livres  to  a  dollar,  to  be  paid  in 
silver  if  on  New  Orleans,  or  in  depreciated  dollars  as  above,  if  drawn  qbl 
Virginia. 

G.  R.  CLARKE. 

A  copy :  Archibald  Blair." 

Virginia,        >    .       .. . 
City  cf  Richmondyl  '^«^*^' 

I,  George  W.  Munford,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates  and  keeper  of 
the  rolls  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known,  that  the  forego- 
ing is  a  true  copy  of  a  certificate  imbodied  in  a  report  of  a  committee,  ex- 
tracted from  the  Journal  of  the  House  .of  Delegates,  of  Saturday,  June 
21st,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  23d  of  June,  1835. 

GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 
C.  H.  D.  and  keeper  qfthe  rolls  of  Virginia. 


F. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the   Hotsse  qf  Delegates,  Saturday 

June  28, 1783. 

•  **  Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whidi  the  petition  of 
Francis  Besserton  was  committed,  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to  a  report, 
and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table ;  where  the  same  was 
again  t^ice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  as  folio weth  : 

It  appears  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Francis  Besserton  £5fi24  lOs.  6d. 
specie. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  treasurer 
ought  to  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Francis  Besserton  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  for  his  present  relief;  and  that  the  auditors  ought  to  issue 
their  warrants  for  the  balance,  with  an  allowance  of  two  years'  interest, 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of  such  funds  as 
shall  be  hereafter  established  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  a  similar  kind. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  [of  the  committee]  that  the  bill  of  ex- 
change No.  9,  and  the  certified  account  No.  5,  ought  to  be  returned  to  the 
petitioner. 
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ViROXNIA,  1  ,         ., 

City  of  Richmond,S  ^^ 

I,  George  W.  Munford,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates  and  keeper  of 
the  rolls  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  and  make 
known,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  part  of  the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  of  Saturday,  June  the  twenty-eighth, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
Given  under  my  hand,  this  23d  June,  1835. 

GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 
C.  H.  D.  and  Keeper  of  the  RolU  of  Virginia. 


G. 
Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Monday j  22d 


ZkcembeTf  1783. 


f 


"  Rtsolvedj  That  the  two-tenths  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  tax 
on  free  male  titheables,  and  all  taxable  property  included  in  the  revenue 
law,  which,  by  the  appropriation  act  of  the  last  session,  was  directed  to 
be  reserved  in  the  treasury,  subject  to  the  future  direction  of  the  General 
Assembly,  shall  be  appUed  as  follows : 

'^  For  payments  of  the  claim  of  Charlos  Gratiot,  amounting  to  jei,403 
14«.  %d,j  whh  interest  fVom  the  first  day  of  January,  1783  ;  for  the  claim 
of  the  said  Gratiot,  attorney  for  Godfrey  Linetot,  amounting  to  jS  1,076  5i., 
with  interest  from  the  30di  of  June,  1783 ;  for  the  claim  of  the  said 
Gratiot^  attorney  for  Nicholas  Janis  and  Vital  Beauvois,  amounting  to 
iS525  18^.,  with  interest  firom  the  said  SOth  June,  1783;  for  the  claim  of 
Francis  Boaseron,  amounting,  on  his  own  account,  to  d8 1,039  16^.,  and  on 
account  of  Bosseron  &  Co.  for  ^3,894  16«.  6£f.,  with  interest  on  both  stois 
from  the  28th  of  June,  1781 :  for  the  claim  of  Philip  Legraas  for  j§S82  18«., 
with  interest  from  the  said  2Sth  June,  1781;  and  for  the  claim  of  Francis 
Carbonneau  for  ^6861  18*.,  with  interest  from  the  said  28th  day  of  June, 
1781,  after  payments  shall  be  made  (out  of  the  said  two-tenths)  of  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  to  Thomas  Bentley,  agreeable  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  i^resent  session  of  Assembly  ;  and  that  where  warrants  for  the 
same  have  not  already  issued,  the  auditors  do  issue  their  warrants  for  the 
same  accordingly* 

^'  And  tlie  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  on  the  quesi- 
tion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House.^' 

Virginia,         >  /^«^-^ . 
CUyqfRichmond,\^''''^*' 

I,  George  W.  Mimford,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates  and  keeper  of 
the  rolls  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  and  make 
known,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  part  of  the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  of  Monday,  the  twenty-secortd  of  De- 
cember, seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  23d  of  June,  1886. 

GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 
C.  ft  Z>.  and  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  of  Virginia. 
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H, 

Tbeasurt  Departmsnt, 

Third  ^uditor*^  Office,  June  2^,  1835. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 
has  this  day  been  referred  to  this  office,  and,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries 
tlierein  made,  I  have  to  state  that  there  aife  no  existing  accounts  which 
will  furnish  the  informatioh  you  call  for.  The  expenses  of  the  lilinois 
regiment,  defrayed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  would,  it  is  presumed,  ap- 
pear in  the  accounts  of  that  State  against  the  United  States,  which  have 
been  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully, 

PETER  HAGNER,  ^xidiior. 
Henbt  a.  Wise, 

jStccomae^Covrt'housej  Eastern  shore,  Va, 


No.  1. 

RicEMOND,  January  21,  1836. 
Dear  Sir  :  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  under  what  cir- 
cumstances a. mass  of  papers  "  throwing  much  light^'  on  the  subject  **of 
claims  for  supplies''  furnished  in  the  "  Illinois  campaign  of  1778-'9/* 
were  found  in  the  ^  attic  story  of  the  Capitol,  in  1833,  and  what  has  been 
the  subsequent  action  of  the  "  Virginia  Legislature''  since  that  time,  and 
subsequent  to  Mr.  Gilmer's  appointment  in  1831.  Any  information  yon 
can  give  me  on  this  subject  will  confer  a  great  favor. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  your  ob^ient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  LAW. 
JoKir  H.  Smith^  Esq., 

Commissioner  f{f  Revolutionary  Cktims. 


No.  2. 

Richmond,  January  28, 1836. 
Dbar  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  interrogatory  contained  in  your  note 
dated  £lst  January,  1836, 1  have  to  say :  That  in  the  year  1833  there  was 
a  large  mass  of  papers  connected  with  the  <<  Illinois  campaign'^  under 
Colonel  Clarke,  in  the  year  1778-'9,  found  in  the  attic  story  of  the  Cap- 
itol, where  they  had  lain  unnoticed  and  unknown  for  many  years.  By  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  was  appointed  "  Commissionier  of 
Revolutionary  Claims,"  and  took  said  papers  mto  my  care  and  custody, 
where  tliey  have  been  ever  since,  except  when  in  possession  of  the  audi- 
tor of  public  accounts.  The  act  of  the  Legislature,  a  certified  copy  of 
which  you  have,  will  show  the  action  of  the  Lfegislature  iu  relation  to 
those  claims.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  resolution  and  act 
of  the  Virginia  Legislature  would  not  have  passed,  had  not  those  papers 
been  discovered.  They  were  found  subsequent  to  Mr.  Gilmer's  appoint- 
ment as  agent  on  the  part  of  the  State. 

Very  respectfully,  y^urs,  &c. 

JOHN  H.  SMITH. 
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No.  3. 
Officb  of  thb  Commissioner  of  Rkvoltjtionart  > 


sci. 


Claims  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  5 

I  hereby  certify  that  among  the  papers  connected  with  the  "  Illinois 
campaign"  of  1778-^9,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  George  R.  Clarke, 
found  in  the  attic  story  of  the  capitol  in  1833,  and  which  papers  are  now 
in  my  possession  and  custody,  and,  ever  since  their  discovery  as  afore- 
said, have  been  in  my  custody  and  possession,  as  <<  commissioner  of  rev- 
olatioBary  claims,''  and  in  the  custody  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts, 
kc^  1  find  the  account  current  Colonel  George  R.  Clarke,  as  commander  of 
said  expedition,  as  settled  with  Virginia,  for  <^  ejcpenses  incurred,  and  dii^ 
bursements  made,"  in  that  campaign:  as  well  also  a&i  the  <^  original  account 
current"  of  Oliver  Pollock,  the  agent  of  Virginia  at  New  Orleans,  as  set- 
tled by  him  with  the  State  of  Virginia,  "  for  bills  drawn,  disbursements 
made,  and  moneys  advanced,"  by  said  Pollock,  on  account  of  Virginia, 
m  relation  to  the  "  Illinois  campaign,"' and  on  other  accoimts;  and  that 
neither  in  the  account  of  Colonel  Clarke,  nor  Mr.  Pollock,  as  settled  with 
Virginia,  is  there  any  credit  allowed,  or  charge  made,  either  by  Colonel 
Clarke  or  Mr.  Pollock,  for  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  1778,  by  said 
Clarke,  on  Pollock,  as  the  agent  of  Virginia,  at  New  Orleans,  for  88,616, 
in  favor  of  Francis  Vigo ;  but  that  the  other  bills  mentioned  in  the  said 
Vigo's  memorial  to  Congress,  to  wit:  one  for  $298,  onefor  |!^921,and 
one  for  ^1,442,  are  mentioned  in  both  the  accounts  of  Clarke  and  Pollock 
as  settled  by  them  with  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  ciedited  said  Pollock 
on  the  settlement  with  the  State. 

JOHN  a  SMITH,  Commissioner,  ^c. 

Jakuabt  29,  1836. 


DsCBMBEB  22y    1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred,  a 
second  time,  the  petition  of  Robert  Pollard,  administratox  of  Philip  Quarles, 
with  additional  documents,  report : 

That  since  their  report  of  the  19th  of  January,  additional  evidence  has 
been  adduced  from  the  auditor's  office  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  showing 
more  at  large  how  the  alleged  mistake  occurred.  The  amount  of  Mr. 
Heath's  (the  auditor  general's)  statement,  is  this : 

That  judgment  was  rendered  for  half  pay  from  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1781,  to  22d  of  February,  1804,  23  years  and  16  days, 
which,  at  0160  per  year,  amounted  to  -  -  -03,686  66 

Id  being  ascertained,  after  judgment,  that  his  half  pay  had  been 

received  by  him  up  to  1st  of  February,  1783,  to  wit,  2  years, 

it  should,  be  deducted  .  .  •  .  .        320  00 


And  that  the  true  balance  due  is    -  -  -  -  03,366  66 

But  in  the  estimates  prepared  by  the  auditor,  by  some  error 
in  calculation,  Quarles's  judgment  was  carried  out  for        -     3,020  00 

0346  66 

The  auditor  admits  that  Various  errors  were  committed  in  making  out 
th^  Mveiml  aaonnts  dm  upon  the  judgments  obtained  in  the  court  of  Vir- 
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ginia,  &c.  Upon  this  statement  of  the  case,  and  upon  the  farther  evidence 
showing  how  the  alleged  mistake  occurred,  which  was  deficient  in  the 
proof  funiished  before^  on  which  the  former  report  was  predicated,  the 
committee  have  concluded  to  report  a  bill  for  the  1^346  66,  but  no  interest 


'December  22j  1837. 

Upon  a  re*examinatioii  of  the  daim  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Major  Tarlton  Woodson^  deceased,  the  Committee  on  Revoiutknary 
Clauna  adopt  the  accompanying  report,  made  at  a  fiormeff  aessioi^aiid  n- 
port  a  bill  for  their  reliel. 

Afbil  €,  1836» 

Tlie  Conunittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Charles  Woodson,  executor  of  Major  Charles  Woodson,  report: 

That  the  petitioner  prays  the  passage  of  a  law  directing  to  be  paW  to 
him  the  sum  of  ^250  66,  the  balance  appearing  to  be  due  to  Major  Tarl- 
ton Woodson,  on  an  account  rendered  by  the  commissioner  of  army  ac- 
counts, on  the  lOth  February,  1791. 

It  appears,  that  at  the  period  when  Major  Woodson's  account  was  sta- 
ted by  the  commissioner,  all  such  claims  received  the  action  of  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  before  any  balance  found  due  was  paid. 

The  certificates  of  the  Third  Auditor,  and  of  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, show  that  this  account  was  not  paid  subsequent  to  the  10th  Februa- 
ry, 1791.  That  it  was  not  paid  at  that  time,  and  previous,  the  reason  is 
obvious,  and  appears  from  the  records. 

The  claim  of  Major  Woodson  was  considered  as  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitation  of  the  2d  November,  1785.  The  committee,  therefore,  re- 
port a  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  legal  representatives. 

TasAsxmT  Department, 

BegMer^s  Office^  Jtmaary  »6, 16S0. 
Sib:  The  claim  of  Major  Tarlton  Woodson,  adjusted  by  ttie  acting 
commissioner  of  army  accounts,  on  the  lOth  February,  1791,  and  which, 
in  consequence  of  its  not  having  been  presented  within  the  period  Kmited 
by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  November,  1785,  was  not  at  that 
time  paid,  does  not  appear,  from  the  records  of  this  office,  to  have  been 
liquidated  under  any  subsequent  act  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  SMITH. 
Hon.  Geo.  L.  Kiknard. 


December  22^  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  John  Turner,  of  Norwich,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  soa 
of  Doctor  Philip  Turner,  deceased,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
heirs  at  law  of  the  said  Doctor  PhiUp  Turner,  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  documents  that  Doctor  Philip  Turner  was  an 
hospital  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  revolutionary  army,  and  that  at  the 
close  of  the  war  he  demanded  his  five  years'  full  pav,  as  the  commuta- 
tion of  half  pay  for  life,  to  which  he  conceived  himself  entitled.  It  also 
appears  that  the  office  appointed  to  settU  the  aocousla  •€  the  hoq^ul 
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and  medieal  ddpartroents  didbr^d  with  Doetor  Turner  09  to  his  right  to 
commutation,  and  nefuaed  to  make  him  the  allowance*  Doctor  Turner 
made  repeated  attempts  to  get  the  o£Bcer  to  reverse  hisdedision,  but  with- 
out success.  He  at  length  appealed  to  Congress,  and  Congress  differed 
from  the  commissioner  of  the  hospital  department,  reversed  his  decision,  t 
and  passed  an  act  allowing  Doctor  Turner  his  commutation,  on  the  22d 
April,  1808.  Nothing  was  said  in  the  act  respecting  the  interest,  and  the 
Treasury  officers  refused  to  allow  the  interest :  and  it  is  for  the  allowance 
of  this  interest  that  the  present  petition  is  presented. 

It  is  a  uniform  principle  with  the  committee,  in  claims  for  conmiutation, 
to  allow  interest  in  cases  where  the  principal  was  demanded  in  due 
time,  and  the  party  had  been  kept  out  of  his  just  rights  tby  the  act  of  the 
officer  of  the  Grovernment.  Such,  by  the  decision  of  Congress  itself,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  &ct  in  this^  case ;  as  Congress  allowed  the  claim 
in  1808,  and  it  is  abundandy  proved  by  the  original  papers  that  it  was 
demanded  as  long  ago  as  1783,  the  very  earliest  period  at  which  it  could 
be  demanded. 

This  petition  was  before  the  committee  at  the  last  Congress,  and  was 
fiivorably  reported  on.  That  report  your  committee  now  refer  to,  and 
pray  may  be  taken  as  part  of  this  report.  The  bill  which  accompanied 
that  report  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  15th  February, 
1834,  and  was  not  finally  acted  upon  by  the  Senate. 

The  committee  think,  according  to  established  principles,  the  petitioners 
are  fairly  entitled  to  theur  interest ;  for  the  payment  of  which,  they  here- 
with report  a  bill. 

December  22, 1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Samuel  Richards,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  executoi  of 
William  T.  Smhh,  late  of  said  city,  deceased,  report : 

That  it  appears  that,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  William  T.  Smith  was 
a  merchant,  and  resided  in  the  island  of  St.  Eustacia,  and  shipped  to  the 
United  States  large  quantities  of  coarse  woollens,  of  which  the  country 
and  the  public  service  stood  in  great  need  at  that  time ;  the  proceeds  of 
which  goods  he  loaned  to  the  United  States,  and  received  loan-office  cer- 
tificates therefore.  Among  these  certificates  were  sixteen  issued  from  the 
loan  offices  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  of  the  numbers,  dates,  and 
amounts  given  in  a  schedule  which  accompanies  the  memorial;  which 
sixteen  certificates,  it  appears,  were  lost  or  mislaid  by  the  said  William 
T.  Smith  in  the  year  1790.  In  1794,  Mr.  Smith  applied  to  the  loan  offices 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  ascertained  that  no  one  had  offered 
the  certificates  to  be  funded ;  and  it  was  found  that  they  had  not  been. 
In  1798,  Mr.  Smith,  through  Mr.  Fitzsinmions,  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  applied  at  the  Treasury  for  relief,  which  he 
could  not  obtain,  as  Congress  alone  were  competent  to  grant  relief  in  the 
case  of  lost  certificates.  Accordingly,  in  1804,  Mr.  Smith  presented  his 
petition  to  Congress,  and,  no  action  bein^  had  upon  it,  it  was  renewed  at 
the  succeeding  session.  Mr.  Smith  died  m  the  year  1806,  and  his  petition, 
with  the  original  papers,  have  remained  on  the  files  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  that  time;  which  feet,  the  executor  states,  was  un* 
known  to  him  til)  a  short  time  ago,  when  he  inunediately  revived  the 
claim  on  behalf  of  the  estate  of  his  testator.  • 
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It  appears  b^  the  certificate  of  die  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  dated  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  1836,  and  which  ao 
companies  this  report,  that  tliese  certificates  (being  the  same  mentioned  in 
the  list  which  accompanied  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Smith,  presented  to  Coih 
gross  in  his  lifetime)  are  still  outstanding  and  unpaid;  which  fact  being 
clearly  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  they  are  of  opin- 
ion the  specie  value  of  the  certificates,  amounting,  according  to  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  Treasury,  to  eight  hundred  and  eleven  doUars,  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  legal  representative  of  William  T.  Smith,  with  the  interest 
due  thereon ;  for  whidti  purpose  the  cotnmittee  herewith  report  a  bill. 

Loan-office  certificates. 


No. 

Date. 

Lean  office. 

To  when  p«y*Ue. 

Nominal 
amount. 

Sped, 
valve. 

6895 

Dec  1,  1778 

Georgia 

Samuel  Jack 

IE300 

$5\  74 

6896 

do. 

do. 

do. 

300 

£1  74 

6897 

do. 

do. 

do. 

300 

51  74 

6898 

do. 

do. 

do. 

300 

51  74 

6899 

do. 

do. 

do. 

300 

51  74 

6900 

do. 

do. 

do. 

300 

51  74 

6901 

do. 

do. 

do. 

300 

51  74 

6902 

do. 

do. 

do. 

300 

51  74 

9175 

Dec  20,  1778 

do. 

Robert  W.  Jones 

200 

28  58 

9885 

do. 

do. 

John  Glenn 

200 

28  58 

9287 

do. 

do. 

do. 

200 

28  58 

9288 

do. 

do. 

do. 

200 

28  58 

9293 

do. 

do. 

do. 

200 

28  58 

9294 

do. 

do. 

do. 

200 

28  56 

312 

Nov.  12, 1779 

S.  Carolina 

Wm.  Smith  and 
Joseph  Danell 

5,000 

208  05 

158 

do. 

do. 

do. 

400 

16  58 

Treasubt  Depahtment, 

Register's  Office^  December  15, 1836. 
This  is  to  certify  that  it  appears,  from  the  books  of  this  office,  that  the 
loan-office  certificates  mentioned  and  described  in  the  above  list  are  stiU 
outstanding  and  unpaid. 

To  L,  SMITH,  Register. 

jDecember  22^  1337. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  oi 
Samuel  Young  was  referred,  report : 

That  this  case  was  examined  by  this  committee,  and  a  favorable  report 
made  thereon,  on  the  31st  of  January,  1835,  which  is  hereto  anuexed, 
and  made  part  of  this  report.  The  case  has  been  re*exaiinned  by  ti^ 
committee ;  and,  concurring  in  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed,  a  bill  is 
reported  for  the  relief  of  ihe  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph 
Young,  deceased. 
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Januart  31 9  1835. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Young,  report : 

That  the  petitioner,  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Young,  deceased, 
asks  compensation  for  the  destruction  of  the  house,  barn,  and  out*houses 
of  his  father,  by  the  enemy,  during  the  revolutionary  war.    It  appears 
from  the  testimony,  that  the  house  of  Joseph  Young,  situate  in  West- 
chester county,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  near  the  lines,  was  oc- 
cupied from  the  autumn  of  1776,  to  February,  1780,  by  American  troops, 
and  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  military  stores.    Jn  1778,  a  detachment 
stationed  there,  commanded  by  Captain  Williams,  was  attacked  and  de- 
feated by  the  enemy.    Captain  Williams  and  several  of  his  men,  together 
with  Joseph  Young,  were  taken  prisoners.    After  obtaining  possession  of 
the  house,  Ihe  barn  was  bunU  down  by  the  enemy.   In  February,  1780, 
Colonel  Thompson,  then  commanding  at  that  post,  was  attacked  by  a 
superior  force,  and,  after  a  severe  contest,  in  which  fifty  of  his  command 
were  killed  or  wounded,  was  compelled  to  surrender.    The  house  and 
oat-houses  were  burnt  by  the  British  after  the  surrender.    This  case  has 
been  heretofore  investigated  by  this  committee.     An  unfavorable  report 
was  made  in  1826,  and  a  similar  one  in  1828.    The  unpolicy  of  opening 
the  treasury  to  claims  of  this  description,  after  so  great  a  lapse  of  time,  is 
urged  in  both  those  reports.    A  reference  is  also  made  to  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  June  3, 1784,  that  the  subject  of  making  compensation 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  damages  done  by  the  enemy,  or  by 
the  wanton  and  unauthorized  acts  of  the  American  army,  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  States,  and  such  relief  granted,  at  their  own  expense,  as 
they  should  think  requisite ;  and  if  it  should  afterwards  appear  reason- 
able that  the  United  States  should  make  an  allowance  to  any  particular 
State  who  might  be  burdened  much  beyond  others.  Congress  should  de- 
termine such  allowance.    The  inference  is  drawn,  that,  if  this  claim  had 
been  well  founded,  it  would  have  been  presented  to  and  allowed  by  the 
State  of  New  York.    The  certificate  of  the  comptroller  of  the  State  of 
New  York  shows  that  no  allowance  has  been  made  by  that  State  to 
Joseph  Young  or  his  representatives.    By  the  act  of  Congress  of  August 
10, 1790,  no  claim  of  any  citizen  could  be  admitted  as  a  charge  against 
the'  United  States,  in  the  account  of  any  State,  unless  the  same  was 
allowed  by  the  State  before  the  24th  of  September,  1788.    A  period  of 
little  more  than  four  years  was  allowed  to  Joseph  Young  to  make  his  ap- 
plication to  the  State  of  New  York.    He  was  made  prisoner  in  1778;  re- 
leased, after  a  year's  captivity,  with  a  broken  constitution,  and  died  in 
1789.    Colonel  Burr  certifies,  that,  in  1793,  he,  then  being  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States  from  the  State  of  New  York,  received  a  letter  from  the 
petitioner,  requesting  his  attention  to  this  claim;  but  Colonel  Burr  is  un- 
able to  state  what  disposition  was  made  of  the  subject.     The  failiure  to 
'  present  this  claim  within  the  period  limited,  seems  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  situation  of  the  country,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  caae. 
The  question  now  presented  is,  whether  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
compensate  a  citizen  for  the  loss  of  his  propriety,  exposed  to  peculiar 
danger  by  the  act  of  the  Government    One  of  the  witnesses,  Isaac  Web- 
bers, states  that  General  McDougal's  object  in  occupying  the  house,  &c.. 
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of  Joseph  Young  with  a  body  of  American  troops^  was  to  check  plunder- 
ing parties  of  the  refugees,  and  to  serve  as  a  rallying  point  for  the  militia 
of  the  nefghbophood,  and  that  he  promised  remuneration  to  Joseph  YouDg 
for  any  loss  which  he  might  sustain  in  consequence.  Without  under- 
taking to  determine  how  far  this  promise  was  obligatory  on  the  United 
States,  the  long-continued  occupation  of  this  house,  &c.,  as  a  military  post, 
.  and  its  subsequent  destruction  in  conseqijgnce  of  such  occupation,  furnish 
a  strong  claim  on  the  liberality  of  the  United  States  for  remuneratioiL 
The  destruction  of  these  buildings  was  not  one  of  those  wanton  outrages 
for  which  Governments  cannot  be  responsible ;  they  were  destroyed  in 
consequence  of  being  occupied  as  a  military  post,  when  other  buildings 
in  the  neighborhood  were  uninjured.  This  occupation  was  not  casual 
and  temporary — it  was  maintained  for  four  years ;  and  though  during  this 
period  the  American  troops  were  compelled,  by  the  superior  force  of  the 
enemy,  to  abandon  this  post  in  two  instances,  it  was  again  reoccupied, 
and  held  until  its  complete  destruction. 

The  allowance  of  this  claim  cannot  furnish  a  precedent  for  other  claims 
for  destruction  of  property  by  the  enemy,  unless  they  present  equally 
strong  grounds  for  relief.  The  danger  of  such  a  precedent,  whatever  it 
may  be,  has  been  already  incurred,  for  relief  has  been  granted  by  Con- 
gress in  similar  cases.  The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  in  favor  of 
the  heirs  of  Joseph  Young,  deceased.  The  value  of  the  buildings  de- 
stroyed is  estimated  at  from  four  to  five  thousand  dollars.  The  lowest 
estimate,  four  thousand  dollars,  made  by  Colonel  Burr,  does  not  include 
the  bam.  The  committee  have  taken  the  sum  of  four  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  the  estimate  of  the  petitioner,  as  the  full 
value  of  the  buildings  destroyed.  The  conmiittee  have  made  no  allow- 
ance for  the  furniture,  grain,  &c.,  destroyed  with  the  buildings,  as  the 
amount  and  valite  of  that  property  are  shown  only  by  the  testimony  of 
the  petitioner. 

The  petitioner  also  claims  compensation  for  his  services  as  a  guide  to 
the  continental  troops  on  the  lines  for  five  months,  and  also  for  sixty  days' 
services  on  the  lines.  The  evidence  is  not  considered  by  the  committee 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  claim  for  payment  for  those  services.  The  com- 
mittee are  not  aware  of  any  obstacle  to  the  presentment  and  settlement 
of  this  claim  at  the  proper  time. 

NoTi. — ^The  committee,  upon  the  evidence  being  re-examined,  think  that  $8,100  only  should 
be  allowed  for  the  property  deetroyed. 


December  M,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whidi  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  and  devisees  of  Col.  Willis  Reddick,  deceased,  was  referred,  report : 

That  this  case  was  referred  to  this  committee,  and  a  favorable  report 
made  thereon,  on  the  17th  April,  1834,  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and 
made  part  of  this  report.  The  committee  have  again  examined  this  case, 
and,  concurrmg  in  the  opinion  before  expressed,  report  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners. 
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Apkil  17, 1894. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  pe 
titioQ  of  the  heirs  and  devisees  of  Colonel  Willis  Reddick,  decesed,  report : 

The  petitioners  state  that  in  the  springs  of  1779,  a  detachment  of  British 
troops  marched  from  Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  towards  Suffolk,  in 
Naasemond  county,  where  a  quantity  pf  public  property,  consisting  of 
about  one  thousand  barrels  of  pork,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  beef, 
were  stored,  with  the  intention,  as  was  supposed,  of  taking  possession  of  or 
destroying  that  property.    Colonel  Willis  Reddick  was  th^n  colonel  com- 
mandant of  the  militia  of  Nansemond  county,  and,  to  secure  this  property, 
consented  that  it  should  be  removed  from  Suffolk  to  his  dwelling-house 
and  premises.     The  enemy,  having  discovered  the  removal  of  the  property, 
proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Colonel  Red(lick,  and  set  fire  to  his  dwelling, 
bam,  and  outhouses,  in  which  the  said  public  property  was  stored,  and 
destroyed  not  only  the  public  property  and  the  buildings,  but  his  furniture, 
com,  bacon,  &c.    The  petitioner  asks  compensation  for  the  loss  thus  sus- 
tained.   There  is  no  direct  evidence  to  show  why  this  public  property  was 
deposited  in  the  house  and  outhouses  of  CoL  Reddick ;  but  the  fact  of  its 
being  so  deposited,  and  the  destruction  by  the  enemy  of  the  dwelling-house, 
barn,  and  outhouses,  of  Col.  Reddick,  together  with  his  furniture  and 
other  personal  property,  is  fully  established  by  the  testimony  of  Zaccheus 
Lupiter,  Henry  Skinner,  Christian  Williamson,  William  Faulke,  Wm. 
Writer,  and  Henry  Harrison.    These  witnesses  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
the  destruction  of  Col.  Keddick's  property  was  in  consequence  of  the  pub- 
lic stores  being  deposited  in  his  dwelling-house,  and  other  buildings ;  and 
they  assign  a  satisfactory  reason  for  this  opinion — ^that  no  other  private 
property  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  this  incursion.    They  estimate 
the  loss  of  Colonel  Reddick  at  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  dollars ;  his 
dwelling-house  is  represented  to  have  been  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  dwelling-house  and  other  buildings 
of  CoL  Reddick  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  having 
been  made  the  depository  of  the  public  stores.    The  Auditor  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  has  certified  that,  on  an  examination  of  the  books  and  papers 
in  his  office,  he  can  find  no  entry  or  other  evidence  that  compensation  has 
been  made  to  CoL  W.  Reddick  for  this  destruction  of  his  property  by  the 
enemy,  or  that  any  claim  has  been  presented  for  compensation.    That 
CoL  Reddick  believed  he  had  a  just  claim  to  compensation  for  the  loss  he 
had  sustained,  is  apparent  from  the  following  clause  in  his  will,  dated 
April  10, 1781,  and  proved  on  the  ath  of  April,  1782 :  «  Whereas  I  have 
?eason  to  judge  that  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  think  it  just  that 
a  proper  allowance  should  be  made  me  for  the  damage  I  have  sustained 
in  the  burning  and  destroying  of  my  bouses  by  the  British  forces  ;  in  such 
case,  I  give  whatever  the  said  allowance  may  be  (if  any)  unto  my  son 
WiUis  and  his  heirs  forever.*'    The  conmiittee  are  aware  of  the  objec- 
tions to  claims  of  this  description,  arising  from  the  great  lapse  of  time, 
and  from  the  impolicy  of  establishing  a  precedent  which  may  bring  for- 
ward many  similar  claims  still  outstanding  and  unsettled.    The  question 
of  policy  has  been  settled  by  Congress,  in  the  case  of  the  widow  and 
heirs  of  William  Dewees.    In  1817,  oompensation  was  made  to  them  for 
buildings  and  other  property  4estroyed  by  the  enemy  at  Valley  Forge,  in 
1777.    That  case,  aqoordi^g  to  tbe  repoirt  of  the  committee,  difiers  from 
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the  present  one  in  these  particulars :  the  claim  was  exhibited  to  the  Board 
of  Treasury  within  the  period  limited  by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  the 
buildings  of  Mr.  Dewees  were  occupied  by  the  public  as  a  deposite  for 
military  stores,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  remonstrances  of  the  owner. 
In  this  case  no  such  early  application  was  made,  owing,  probably,  to  the 
death  of  Col.  Reddick.  But  the  statute  of  limitations  is  not  interposed  as 
a  bar  to  other  revolutionary  claims,  and  the  condmittee  know  no  rea- 
son why  claims  of  this  description  should  be  distinguidied  from  all  othen. 
That  this  public  property  was  stored  in  Col.  Reddick's  house  and  oth^ 
buildings  with  his  assent,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition,  does  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  affect  the  claim  to  compensation  for  the  loss 
sustained  in  consequence  of  such  occupation.  From  the  description  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  it  appears  that  Col.  Reddick^s  house  was  not  near 
any  public  road,  nor  visible  from  any  part  of  a  private  road  which  passed 
through  that  neighborhood  ;  it  was,  therefore,  naturally  selected  as  a  place 
of  greater  security  for  the  public  property  than  the  town  of  Suffolk.  If, 
as  the  petition  states,  Col.  Reddick  had  the  command  in  that  district,  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  all  the  measures  in  his  power  to  secure  the  pubUc  prop- 
erty ;  but  if  the  occupation  of  his  buildings  cannot  be  considered  as  an 
official  act,  his  willingness  to  encounter  the  hazard  to  promote  the  public 
interest  was  an  act  of  patriotism  which  ought  not  to  operate  to  his  preju- 
dice. From  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  c6nsider  that  a  just 
compensation  for  the  loss  sustained  should  be  made  to  the  representatives 
of  Colonel  Reddick.  In  fixing  the  amount  of  that  compensation,  they 
have  taken  the  lowest  estimate  of  the  witnesses,  without  interest,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  should  not  be  allowed  upon  any  unsettled  and  unliqui- 
dated claims. 
And  they  report  a  bill  accordingly.   > 


December  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Tracy,  deceased,  and  the  resolution  in- 
structing said  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to 
the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  Goidon,  deceased,  a  sum  of 
money  due  him  for  services  rendered  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
report : 

That,  on  the  7th  of  February^  1778,  two  certificates.  No.  5167  for 
0122  29,  and  No.  1240  for  |I611  57,  both  specie  value,  and  with  interest, 
together  amounting  to  the  sum  of  jS733  86,  were  issued  fVom  the  loan 
office  of  the  United  States  to  Nathaniel  Tracy,  deceased,  late  of  Newbury- 
port,  Massachusetts.  Those  certificates  have  been  lost,  but  they  remain 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  unsatisfied,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  for 
their  pajrment. 

A  certificate  was  issued  on  the  29th  of  July,  1782,  by  Timothy  Picker- 
ing, quartermaster  general,  countersigned  by  Samuel  Postlethwait,  assist- 
ant deputy  quartermaster,  stating  that  there  was  due  from  the  United 
States  to  Mr.  Thomas  Gordon  JSl9j|,  for  nine  days'  hire  of  a  four4)orse 
team,  and  thirteen  and  a  half  loads  of  wood,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of 
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sizper  cenU  per  annum,  from  the  5th  day  of  April,  1781.  The  Register 
ef  the  Treasury  statea  that  there  are  no  records  in  his  office  by  which  the. 
said  certificate  can  be  ascertained  to  be  genuine,  although  it  bears  all  th^ 
evidence  on  the  face  of  it  of  its  being  so.  Certificates  of  the  same  char^ 
acter  were  authorized  to  be  liquidated  by  Jonathan  Burrell,  appointed  a 
commissioner  under  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  May,  1 786,  and 
the  certificates  issued  by  Mr.  Burrell  were  fundable  under  the  3d  section 
of  the  act  of  4th  August,  1790.  Had  this  certificate  bc^n  liquidated,  of 
which  there  is  no  record,  it  would  have  been  cancelled. 

The  committee,  being  satisfied  that  the  certificate  is  genuine  and  iippaid, 
report  a  bill  for  its  payment 


Dbcsmbsr  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Peter  Helphenston,  deceased,  report : 

The  petitioners,  heirs  of  Peter  Helphenston,  deceased,  ask  for  the  seven 
years'  half  pay  promised  by  the  resolve  of  Congress,  passed  August  24, 
1780,  to  the  widow  or  orphans  of  those  officers  who  died  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

They  represent  that  their  ancestor  entered  the  service  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolution^  and  continued  therein  until  his  death;  and  that 
neither  they  nor  his  widow  ever  received  the  half  pay  promised  under 
the  above  resolve. 

In  support  of  the  above  allegations,  the  following  testimony  has  been 
submitted :  1st.  A  certificate  from  Generals  Muhlenberg  and  Wood,  of 
the  continental  line  of  the  army,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  Helphenston 
yas  appointed  major  of  the  8th  Virginia,  regiment  (Muhlenberg's)  in  De* 
member,  1775,  and  joined  in  April,  1776 ;  that  he  continued  in -active  ser- 
vice in  South  Carolina  until  after  the  battle  at  Sullivan's  island,  when, 
having  contracted  a  painful  disease,  he  was  furloughed,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  General  Lee,  until  his  health  should  be  re-established  ;  that  he 
never  rejoined  his  regiment,  but  died  at  Winchester,  V^irginia ;  ,that  h^ 
never  resigned  ;  and  that  the  vacancy  caused  in  the  regiment  by  his  death 
was  not  filled  until  that  event  became  known. 

2d.  A  commission  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Virginia,  dated 
March,  1776,  of  mjiior. 

3d.  A  certificate  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  showing  that  Peter 
Helphenston  appears,  from  a  list  of  Virginia  continental  officers,  to  have 
been  a  major. 

4th.  The  affidavits  of  Henry  Butler,  Margaret  Cooley,  and  John  Smitli, 
showing  that  Peter  Helphenston  was  a  major  in  the  continei^l  line  of 
the  Revolution,  and  returned  home  sick,  and  never  recovered. 

5tl^  A  certificate  from  the  Conunissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
lowing  that  the  representatives  of  Major  Peter  Helphenston,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia continental  line,  received  bounty  land  as  such  from  that  State. 

6th.  A  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor,  stating  that  it  appears,  from  "  a 
list  of  payments  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  account  of  seven  years' 
half  pay  granted  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers  dying  in  the  ser- 
vice,*' furnished  by  the  Auditor  of  Virginia,  that  ^  Catharine  Helphen- 
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ston,  widow  of  Major  Peter  Helphenston,  a  continental  otRcer  who  died' 
in  the  service/*  was  allowed  je40  for  her  present  relief,  and  a  pension  of 
iS20  per  annnm,  for  five  years,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  passed 
Noveipber27, 1782,  all  of  which  she  received.  The  last  payment  was 
made  June  12, 1787/' 

7th.  A  certificate  from  Frederick  county  court,  stating  that  it  was 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  that  court  that  Peter  Helphenston  was  a  major 
m  the  Virginia  continental  line,  and  died  in  that  county  whilst  on -fur- 
lough, from  a  disease  contracted  during  active  service ;  that  he  left  a 
widow,  who  is  since  dead,  and  several  children  and  grandchildren,  named, 
who  are  the  heirs  at  law  of  Major  Peter  Helphenston. 

From  this  evidence,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  Peter  HelphensUm 
was  a  major  in  the  8th  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establishment ; 
that  he  died  in  service  ;  and  that  his  heirs  are  in  consequence  entitled  to 
seven  years'  half  pay,  promised  under  such  circumstances.  A  bill  is, 
therefore,  reported  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners ;  but  as  a  portion  of  the 
amount  has  already  been  paid  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  there  is  a  proviso 
add^,  deducting  that  amount. 


December  22, 1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Wadleigh  Noyes,  report : 

The  petitioners  are  the  children  of  Wadleigh  Noyes,  an  officer  of  the 
continental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  slain  by  the  enemy  whilst 
in  the  service,  and,  as  such,  claim  the  seven  years'  half  pay  promised  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  August  24, 17SO,  in  these  words :  "That 
the  resolution  of  the  l.5th  of  May,  1778,  granting  half  pay  for  seven  yeais 
to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widows  of  those  officers  ^ho  have  died, 
or  shall  hereafter  die,  in  the  service,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  sudi 
officer's  death,  and  to  continue  for  the  term  of  seven  years;  or  if  there 
be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  intermarriage,  the  said  half  pay 
to  be  given  to  the  orphan  children  of  the  officer  dying,  as  aforesaid,  if  be 
he  shall  have  left  any." 

The  evidence  submitted  satisfactorily  proves  that  Wadleigh  Noyes 
was  a  lieutenant  in  Wesson's  regiment  of  the  Massachusetts  continental 
line,  and  that  he  was  slain  by  the  enemy  on  the  27th  day  of  October, 
1777,  at  or  near  Stillwater,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  committee 
are  satisfied  that  he  left  a  widow  and  several  chfldren  ;  that  the  widow 
is  now  deceased,  and  that  the  seven  years'  half  pay  claimed  has  never 
been  paid,  either  by  the  United  States  or  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
the  widow  or  orphan  children  of  said  Lieutenant  Noyes.  For  this  fact 
the  committee  rely  upon  a  statement  made  by  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  their  chairman.  A  bill  is  therefore  re- 
ported for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 
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DXCBMBBR  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  (he 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  James  Conway,  deceased,  report : 

The  petitioners  are  the  heirs  at  law  of  James  Conway,  deceased,  late 
a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  They 
claim,  as  such,  the  seven  years'  half  pay  allowed  by  the  resolutioc^  of  Aa- 
gust  24,  ITSO^to  the  widows  or  orphan  children  of  such  officers  <<as  have 
died,  or  may  hereafter  die  in  the  service/' 

It  appears  from  records  on  file  in  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  that  James 
Conway  was  a  lieutenant  of' the  6th  Virginia  regiment  on  continental 
establishment,  and  that  he  died  in  the  service.  The  same  fact  is  testified 
to  by  several  credible  witnesses  on  oath,  who  also  depose  that  he  left,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  a  widow  and  four  children.  The  committee  are  sat^ 
isfied  that  the  seven  years'  half  pay,  to  which  the  widow  or  children  of 
Lieut.  Conway  became  entitled  by  reason  of  his  dying  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  lias  never  been  paid  to  either  of  them.  The  widow  being 
deceased,  a  bUl  is  reported  for  the  relief  of  the  children,  heirs  of  Lient. 
Conway. 


Dbcembbr  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  which  the  case  of  the  beii9 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Irwin,  deceased,  was  referred,  report : 

That  it  ap{>ears  from  the  certificate  of  William  Hill,  Secretary  of  State 
of  North  Carolina,  that  the  muster-rolls  of  the  continental  line  of  that 
State,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  show  that  Henry  Irwin,  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  5th  regunent,  was  commissioned  on  the  15th  of  April,  1776,  and 
killed  on  the  4rh  day  of  October,  1777.  'J'he  following  entry  is  found  in 
the  journal  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  May  7,  1776:  "The  conven- 
tion of  North  Carolina  liaving  recommended  sundry  gentlemen  for  field 
officers  of  the  sixth  battalion,  raised  in  tliat  cotooy.  Congress  proceeded 
to.  a  choice,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected:  (among  others,) 
Henry  Irwin,  Esquire,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  5th  battalion."  Colonel 
Irwin  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  leaving  a  widow  and  five 
children.  On  the  13th  of  April,  1810,  his  children  and  heirs  obtained 
the  bounty  land  promised  by  Congress  in  the  resolution  of  I6ih  Septem- 
ber, 1 776.  The  committee  are  satisfied,  from  these  facts,  that  the  ehildreit 
of  Colonel  Irwin  (his  widow  being  dead)  are  entitled  to  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  promised  by  Congress  to  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of 
officers  dying  in  the  service  ;  and  report  a  bUl  aoc(»dingly.  ^ 


Decxmbbb  22, 1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Richard  Campbell,  report : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell  was  a  highly  meritorious  and  brave  offi* 
cer  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution*    He  entered  into  the  Virginia  comi- 


nental  line  at  an  early  period  of  the  war,  and  continued  in  the  service 
until  the  battle  at  the  Eutaw  springs,  when  he  was  slain  gallantly  leading 
the  Virginia  brigade,  in  a  charge  upon  the  British  line.  His  gallant  con- 
duct and  death  is  a  matter  of  history.  Marshall  thus  speaks  of  it,  toI.  4, 
page  5dl :  '*  Colonel  Williams  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell  were  or- 
dered to  charge  with  trailed  arms.  These  orders  were  executed  with 
the  most  determined  courage,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry.''  <<  Among  the  slain  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  who 
fell  while  leading  the  Virginia  brigade  to  that  bold  and  deeisire  charge 
which  broke  the  British  line.  He  just  hved  long  enough  to  hear  that  the 
enemy  were  retreating,  and  his  last  breath  was  employed  in  expressing 
the  joy  that  event  had  given  him.  The  death  of  this  gallant  officer  was 
deplored  by  General  Greene  in  terms  which  evinced  a  high  respect  for 
his  memory." 

His  heirs  claim  the  benefit  of  the  resolve  of  August  24, 1760,  granting 
seven  years'  half  pay  to  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of  officers  dying 
in  the  service.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  State  of  Virginia  paid  to 
the  widow  of  Colonfel  Campbell,of  this  half  pay,  three  years  three  months 
and  twenty-five  days,  so  much  having  been  due  to  her  up  to  the  time  of  her 
intermarriage  ;  at  which  time  the  balance  vested  in,  and  became  payable 
to,  her  children,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  of  August  24, 
1780.  This  balance  appearing  unpaid,  and  the  children  of  Colonel  Camp- 
boll  being  undoubtedly  entitled  to  it^  a  bill  is  accordingly  reported  for  their 
relief. 


December  83, 1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Chilton,  deceased,  report  : 

The  petitiimers  are  the  only  children  and  heirs  at  law  of  Captain  John 
Ghilton,  deceased,  who,  they  say,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine, 
and  as  such  ask  ttie  seven  years'  half  pay  promise-d  by  the  resolution  of 
August  24,  1780,  to  the  widow,  or,  in  case  of  her  death  or  intermarriage, 
40  the  orphan  children,  of  those  officers  who  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter 
die  in  the  service.  « 

It  appears,  firom  the  evidence  submhted  to  the  committee,  that  John 
ChiltOA  was  a  captain  in  the  third  regiment  Virginia  continental  line,  and 
was  slain  in  the  battle  at  Brandy  wine,  on  the  llth  of  September,  1779; 
that  he  left  at  his  death  no  widow,  but  several  orphan  children,  who  are 
the  petitioners  m  this  ease.  It  appears,  also,  that  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Chilton  have  received  the  bounty  land  from  rtie  United  States  to  which 
officers  slain  by  the  enemy  were  entitled,  and  also  the  land  to  which  they 
had  claim  from'  the  State  of  Virgmia. 

The  committee,  believing  the  claim  fully  established,  and  having  satis- 
fied themselves  that  it  has  never  been  paid,  either  by  the  United  States  or 
the  State  of  Virginia,  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 
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December  22y  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Fanning,  report : 

'l^he  petitioners  are  the  surviving  children  of  Mary  Fanning  Hihbs,  who 
was  the  only  child  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  Fanning.  They  state  that  their  an- 
cestor was  one  of  three  brothers,  who,  with  their  father,  entered  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  perished  in  the  revolutionary  contest:  the 
father  on  board  a  British  prison-ship ;  the  one  brother  in  the  Trumbull  frig- 
ate ;  the  other  as  an  ofRcet  of  a  tender  to  the  Randolph }  and  the  last,  whose 
immediate  descendants  they  are,  in  the  unfortunate  Randolph.  The  mo- 
ther, unable  to  bear  up  under  the  loss  of  her  husband  and  ^11  her  children^ 
shortly  after  their  fate  was  ascertained,  died  also,  of  a  broken  heart.  The 
wife  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  Fanning  survived  the  lamentable  fate  of  her 
husband  but  two  years,  and  lefl  their  mother,  an  infant  of  four  years,  who 
was  reared  and  sustained  by  the  kindness  and  compassion  of  pitying  friends 
and  relatives.  Having  never  in  any  way  experienced  the  bounty  of  their 
country,  they  now  ask  what  they  deem  justly  due  them,  and  whatothers, 
similarly  situated,  have  never  been  reflised.  They  ask  tlie  seven  years* 
half  pay  to  which  the  widow  or  orphan  children  of  officers  who  died  in 
the  service  became  entitled  under  the  resolution  of  August  25,  1780. 

In  examining  the  evidence  submitted,  the  committee  find  the  above  al- 
l^ations  confirmed,  and  the  following  circumstances  substantiated  :  Josh- 
ua Farming  entered  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  at  an  early 
period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and,  after  serving  in  different  vessels, 
became  a  lieutenant  in  the  Randolph  frigate.  Captain  fiiddle,  as  early  as 
1776.  He  continued  with  that  continental  vessel,  and  sailed  in  her  from 
Charleston  on  her  last  cruise,  in  which,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1778,  in  an 
engagement  with  the  British  man-of-war  Yarmouth,  off  Barbadoes,  she 
was  blown  up  ;  the  whole  of  het  officers,  with  a  crew  of  350  men,  perish- 
ing. The  fate  of  the  Randolph,  with  her  officers  and  crew,  is  a  matter  of 
historical  record,  and  cannot  be  doubted.  That  Joshua  Fanning  sailed  in 
her  as  a  lieutenant,is  rendered  certain  by  the  testimony  of  several  respect- 
able withesses.  Charles  Biddle,  brother  to  the  captain  of  the  Randolph, 
states  that  he  was  at  Charleston  shortly  before  the  Randolph  sailed  on| 
her  last  cruise;  and  "at  that  time  I  remember  that  Lieutenant  Fanning 
was  an  ofBcer  on  board  of  her.  I  have  always  understood  that  he  sailed 
in  the  Randolph,  and  was  lost  in  her.*'  Richard  Fordham,  master  car- 
penter of  the  Randolph,  and  left  at  Charleston  to  superintend  the  building 
of  some  boats,  when  she  sailed  on  her  last  cruise,  testifies,  *'  that  in  the 
capacity  of  master  carpenter  he  well  knew  Lieutenant  Fanning,  who,  to 
his  certain  knowledge,  then  actually  sailed  on  board  said  vessel  as  an  of- 
ficer, and  was  undoubtedly  blown  up  with  said  ship.*'  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Lieutenant  Panning  perished  on  board  the  Randolph.  The 
committee  are  also  satisfied  from  the  evidence  that  he  left  a  widow,  who 
shortly  afterwards  died,  leaving  an  orphan  child  of  four  years ;  that  the' 
petitioners  are  the  lawful  heirs  ;  and  that  they  have  never  received  what 
they  now  claim,  nor  any  portion  of  it. 

The  case  appears  to  be  a  strong  one,  and  has. been  before^  Congress 
since  1807,  without  receiving  any  action,  owing,  not  to  want  of  merit,  hut 
&n  unfortunate  combination  of  circumstances  and  delays.  The  commit- 
tee have  no  doubt  that  it  fialls  within  the  principle  of  the  resolution  of 
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Congress  adopted  August  «4,  1780,  whereby  seven  years*  half  pay  was 
gr^pted  to  the  widow,  or,  in  case  of  her  death  or  intermarriage,  to  the 
orphan  children  of  such  officers  as  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  iu  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  in  this  clause  no  allusion  is  made  in 
terms  to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  but  they  cannot  believe  that  they  were 
intended  to  be  excluded.  It  must  be  remembered  that,  as  a  distinct  arm 
of  the  national  defence,  the  navy  was  not  recognised  by  Congress  during 
the  revolutiojiary  war,  and  that  the  Navy  Department  itself  was  not  organ* 
ised  until  April,  1 798.  It  may,  therefore,  be  reasonably  inferred  that  indi- 
vidnals  engaged  in  the  naval  as  well  as  the  land  service  at  that  period 
were  included  by  Government  under  one  general  military  head,  and  that 
the  word  navj/^j  in  the  resolution  of  Aug;u^,  17dO,  was  not  deencied  neces- 
sary. It  could  never  have  been  the  intention  of  Congress  to  make  an  im* 
fair  and  invidious  distinction  between  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
brave  men  who  fell  iu  defence  of  their  country's  rights.  Later  experi- 
ence favors  this  construction,  for,  to  say  nothing  of  the  act  of  January, 
1813,  which  expressly  provides  for  the  widows  and  children  of  ofiicers  of 
the  navy  or  marines  killed  or  dying  of  pounds  in  the  line  of  their  duty, 
the  pension  lawsof  1792, 1803, 1806, 1818,  and  1832,  apply  alike  to  the  sd- 
dier  and  sailor.  Congress  has  indeed  recognised  the  construction  given 
by  the  committee,  through  the  passage  of  an  act  fortherelief  of  Ann  Mor- 
timer Barron,  (approved  June  30,  1834,)  who  was  the  orphan  child  of 
Lieutenant  William  Barron,  killed  in  the  service  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  while  acting  as  lieutenant  of  the  frigate  Boston. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  half  pay  of  a  first  lieutenant 
of  a  frigate  for  seven  yi^rs  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  petitioners,  and 
have  accordingly  reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


December  22y  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whiqh  was  referred  the 
Ipetition  of  the  heirs  of  William  fi.  Bunting,  have  had  the  came  under 
their  consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  William  B.  Bunting,  their  ancestor, 
was  an  ensign  in  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  of  the  army  of  the  Revo* 
lution  on  continental  establishment,  and  that  he  died  while  engaged  as 
such  officer  in  that  service  ;  and  pray  Congress  to  allow  them  the  seven 
years'  half-pay  promiwd  by  the  resolution  of  the  24th  of  August,  1780, 
to  the  widows  and  orplmn  children  of  those  officers  who  had  died,  or 
should  hereafter  die,  in  tliat  service. 

In  support  of  the  daim,  the  following  evidence  has  been  adduced  : 

1st.  The  affidavit  of  Samuel  Waples,  which  states  that  the  affiant  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  continental  line,  in  the  revolutionary  war; 
that  William  H.  Bunting  was  commissioned  as  an  ensign  in  Captain  John 
Cropper^s  company  of  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  in  the  latter  part  of 
1775  or  first  of  1776  ;  that  said  Bunting  marched  wilh  the  said  regiment 
to  the  North  in  December,  1776,  and  died  at  the  hospital  in  Philadelphia 
in  1777  or  1778,  as  he  wi^  informed  by  the  soldlera  then  in  the  hospital } 
and  of  which  &ot  he  has  not  tlie  sligfaiest  doubt. 
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9d.  The  certificate  of  John  Cropper,  jun.,  formerly  liemeiiant  colonel 
commandant  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  regiment,  (this  certificate  is  ex» 
tracted  from  the  records  of  the  Executive  Department  of  Virginia,) 
which  exhibits  a  list  of  the  names  of  sundry  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  who  served  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  to  the  end 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  in  which  list  is  foui^  the  name  of  "  ensign  Wil- 
liam B.  Bunting,"  with  this  remark  connected:  "  No  warrant— died  in  the 
army." 

Aiid  3d.  An  extract  from  the  records  of  the  same  department  of  the 
State  of  Virginia ;  which,  together  with  the  extract  above  referred  to,  is 
certified  by  William  H.  Richardson,  the  Secretary  of  that  Common- 
wealth. 

This  latter  extract  exhibits  a  list  of  names,  among  which  is  ^  Ensign 
William  B.  Bunting's  R.,"  (the  leuer  R  evidently  stands  for  representa* 
lives ;)  at  the  bottom  of  which  list  is  this  remark :  ^'  Allowed,  June  15, 
1807." 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  latter  list  of  names  was  intended 
to  designato  those  whose  right  to  bounty  land  from  Virginia  had  been 
favorably  passed  on. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  evidence,  the  committee,  in  reply  to  a  call 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  case,  have  received  a  letter  from  the 
Third  Auditor,  by  which  it  appears  that  William  B.  Bunting  was  ap- 
pointed a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  31st  of  August,  177^ 
and  that  he  died  on  the  1st  of  April,  1777  ;  and  that  there  is  nothing  on 
the  files  of  his  otfice  going  to  sliow  that  the  widow  of  William  B. 
Bunting,  or  any.  other  person,  ever  received  the  seven  years'  half  pay  due 
on  account  of  his  death  in  the  service.  The  committee,  therefore,  think 
the  evidence  fully  establishes  the  facts  that  William  B.  Bunting  was  first 
an  ensign,  and  afterwards  a  lieutenant,  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army 
of  the  Revolution,  and  that  be  died  in  the  service  whilst  he  was  a  lieuten- 
ant ;  and  as  nothing  appears  to  raise  the  presumption  that  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  due  in  such  cases  has  been  paid,  the  committee  report  a  bill  in 
Aivor  of  William  Core,  Edward  Core,  and  Margaret  Core,  who  are,  by 
the  circuit  superior  court  of  law  and  chancery  for  the  county  of  Accomac, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  certified  to  be  the  grandchildrea  and  only  heirs 
of  the  said  William  B.  Bunting. 


Dbcembsr  2£,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Frederick  Knowlton  and  tJhe  other  children,  heirs  of  Col  Thomas 
Knowlton,  deceased,  report : 

That  Thomas  Knowlton,  the  father  of  the  pecitioqers,  entered  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  1775  ;  was  soon  after 
appointed  a  major  in  the  2Qth  regiment,  commonly  called  Durkee's  regi- 
tnent ;  and  that,  on  the  lOth  day  of  August,  1776,  he  was  appointed  by 
Congress  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  same  regiment,  and  was  killed  in  ser- 
vice on  the  16th  day  of  September,  1776,  on  the  commencement  of  the 
battle  at  Harlem  heights,  much  regretted  on  account  of  his  valor  and  yir- 
ttt9.    These  fects  are  iuUy  proved  by  extracts  £iK>m  the  returns  in  the  De* 


partments,  the  journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  afBdavits  filed 
with  the  petition.  It  is  also  proved  that  Colonel  Knowlton  left  a  widow 
and  eight  children,  and' that  his  widow  died  in  1808 :  wherefore,  the  pe- 
titioners, his  children,  pray  for  the  seven  years*  half-pay  promised  in  such 
cases  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  24th  of  August,  1780.  On  these 
tacts  the  committee  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


DXCSMBEB  22 y  ISS7. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  having  again  considered  tiie 
<;laim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Captain  James  Purvis,  deceased,  adopt 
the  report  heretofore  made  in  this  case,  and  offer  a  bill  for  their  relief. 

March  1, 1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  James  Purvis,  deceased,  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  evidence,  that  James  Purvis  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  in  the  1st  Virginia  regiment,  in  September,  1775 ;  was 
afterwards  appointed  an  ensign,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  Febru- 
ary, 1778,  when  he  resigned ;  that  in  the  month  of  January,  1779,  he  was 
appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  regiment  raised  to  guard  the  convention 
prisoners;  was  promoted  captain  on  the  8th' of  October  of  the  same 
year,  and  became  supemamerary  on  the  disbandment  of  the  regiment ; 
and  that  he  never  received  commutation.  The  fects  of  the  service  are 
shown  by  his  petition  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  for  bounty  land,  in 
1 784 ;  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia ; 
the  certificate  of  Colonel  Francis  Taylor,  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
guards ;  and  the  certificate  of  James  E.  Heath,  Esq.,  auditor  of  Vii^nia. 
Tlie  regiment  to  vhich  Captain  Purvis  belonged  has  been  repeatedly  re- 
cognised as  belonging  to  the  continental  line.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  Captain  Purvis  was  entitled  to  commutation,  and  report  a 
bill  in  favor  of  his  legal  representatives. 


December  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Henrietta  Barnes,  report : 

This  case  was  reported  on  by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
during  the  last  session,  to  which  report  reference  is  now  made.  The  com- 
mittee still  think  the  claim  should  be  allowed,  and  to  that  end  report  a  bill* 

Jattuabt  19,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Henrietta  Barnes,  report : 

That  a  favorable  report  was  made  from  the  committee  on  this  case  in 
lB$2y  accompanied  by  a  bill  allowing  to  the  legid  repnaentatives  of  Caf- 
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tain  Lathrop  Allen  the  eommutation  of  five  years'  M\  pay  in  lien  of  half 
pay  for  life,  for  his  services  as  captain  on  continental  establishment.    It 
appears,  from  the  testimony,  that  Lathrop  Allen  entered  into  ttie  service 
of  the  United  States  in  May,  1775  ;  that  he  was  a  sergeant  in  Captain 
Baldwin's  company,  in  a  regiment  conmianded  by  G.  Van  Schaick,  and 
served  as  such  in  the  expedition  against  Canada,  until  the  expiration  of 
his  enlistment ;  that  in  December,  1775,  at  Montreal,  in  Canada,  he  was 
appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  company  of  Captain  Roswell  Beebe.    In 
Febraary,  177<S,  he  received  from  the  committee  of  Congress  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  captain  in  a  regiment  command<dd  by*  Colonel  Sanmel  Elmore ; 
and  afterwanls  receiyed  a  commission  as  captain,  date4  April  15, 177^. 
The  regioient  was  raised  for  one  year,  and  in  April,  1777,  the  men  so  en- 
listed w^re  discharged  at  Albany.    Captain  Allen,  in  a  deposition  made 
on  the  6th  NovembHer,  1818,  slates  that,  on  the  ^ssolntion  of  his  regiment, 
and  not  being  appointed  in  the  new  regiments  raising  to  serve  for  three 
years,  or  daring  the  war,  he  applied  to  General  Gates,  then  commanding 
at  Albany,  to  know  whether  he  was  discharged  from  the  service ;  wl^ 
replied  in  the  negative,  and  that,  as  his  commission  was  during  the  pleas- 
ure of  Congress,  it  was  probable  that  he  would  soon  be  appointed  to  his 
rank  in  another  corps.    Captain  Allen  continued  afterwards  in  the  service, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  at  Saratoga,  m  the  cap- 
ture of  General  Burgoyne.    In  the  aforesaid  deposition,  after  relating  bis 
services  previous  to  his  application  to  General  Gates,  he  states,  "  in  this 
view,  and  holding  himself  ready ,  he  was  variously  employed  by  General 
Gates  in  sundry  services,  and  by  other  continental  officers,  and  particularly 
under  General  Stark,  at  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  under  General 
Gates,  at  the  capture  of  Burgoyne :  in  all,  he  thinks,  he  was  in  the  conti- 
nental service  about  three  years,  if  not  more.*'    The  question  is  here 
raised,  whether  this  statement  should  be  considered  a  material  and  fatal 
discrepance  with  the  depositions  of  other  credible  witnesses,  who  testify 
that  Captain  Lathrop  Ailen  continued  in  service  till  the  end  of  the  war. 
This  part  of  the  deposition  of  Captain  Allen  seems  to  refer  to  the  actual 
service  performed  after  Colonel  Elmore's  regiment  was  disbanded,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  state  in  specific  terms,  to  enable  him  to  obtain  a  pen- 
sion under  the  act  of  March  18, 1818.    His  service  as  captain  in  Elmore's 
regiment  was  previously  stated  in  precise  terms,  and  his  expression  above 
quoted  is  not  necessarily  construed  to  include  all  his  services  from  the  be- 
ginning.    The  infirmity  of  Captain  Allen  at  the  time  of  making  said  dec- 
laration, (being  sixty-six  years  of  age,)  is  proven  by  the  affidavit  of  Moses 
Younglove,  who  knew  Captain  Lathrop  Allen  in  Elmore's  regiment,  and 
Was  surgeon's  mate.    When  the  object  of  this  declaration,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  an  inadvertenee  of  the  person  who  drew  it  up,  are  considered,  it 
cannot  be  viewed  as  derogating  fi'om  the  weight  to  be  attached  to  the 
testimony  of  Abigail  Allen,  (the  widow  of  Captain  Allen,)  or  of  Lieutenant 
Archibald  Jackson,  who  states  positively  that  Captain  Allen  continued  in 
the  service,  in  his  rank  as  captain,  until  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war 
in  1783,  which  is  corroborated  by  the  statements  of  Olivet  Parrish  and 
J6hn  Polerd,  both  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.    It  is  not  probable  that  Cap- 
tain Allen  held  an  inferior  rank  to  that  designated  in  his  commission, 
which  continued  in  force  after  Colonel  Elmore^s  regiment  was  disbanded. 
The  committee  believe  that  Captain  Allen  was  entitled  to  be  considered 
45 
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as  a.  supernumerary  offloery  and,  as  such,  to  the  commutatfon  granted  hf 
the  resolution  of  March  28, 1783.  A  bill  is  therefore  reported  for  the  re- 
lief  of  his  legal  representatives. 


DSCEMBKR  22f  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Bevolutiooary  Claims,  who  were,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  House,  instructed  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  tx>  the 
heirs  of  Lieutenant  Timothy  Feely,  deceased,  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu 
of  half  pay  for  life,  for  his  services  in  (he  war  of  the  Revolution,  report: 

That  the  rolls  of  the  army  of  the  revolutionary  War,  on  file  in  the  War 
Department,  show  that  Timothy  Feely  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the 
eleventh  Virginia  regiment,  on  the  lOthof  December,  1776,  and  that  ht 
was  afterwards,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1777,  appointed  a  lieutenant  in 
the  seventh  Virginia  reginoent ;  and  as  a  lieutenapt  hit  name  is  borne  on 
the  rolls  of  the  last-mentioned  regiment  up  to  November,  1779 ;  after  this 
period  his  name  does  not  appear  upon  any  of  these  records;  and,  if  no 
other  Evidence  were  produced,  the  inference  would  be  clear  that  he  re- 
tired from  the  service,  at  this  time,  either  as  a  supernumerary  or  resigning 
oflScer.  But  this  inference  is  repelled  by  the  production  of  a  copy  of  bis 
pay  certificate,  which,  in  1783,  issued  to  him  under  the  act  of  the  Virginia 
LiCgislature,  passed  at  the  November  session,  1781,  and  which  shows  that 
he  was  paid  for  his  services,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Viiginia  continental 
line,  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1761.  From  this  evidence  the  committee 
think  it  clear  that  Timothy  Feely  was  in  the  continental  service  until  the 
31st  of  December,  1781,  and,  if  so,  he  was  clearly  entitled  to  his  commu- 
tation, imless  he  forfeited  it  by  resigning  his  commission,  or  by  being  ex- 
pelled the  service,  of  which  there  is  no  groimd  of  suspicion  whatever. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  allowing  cotmnutaiion  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives. . 


D£C£MBER  29,  1887. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Snead,  report : 

The  petitioners  ask  for  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life,  to  which 
they  assert  their  ancestor  became  entitled  under  the  resolves  of  Congress 
of  October  21,  1780,  and  March  22, 1783. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  evidence  is  produced  which  convinced  the 
committee  that  Charles  Snead  was  a  captain  in  the  8th  Virginia  regiment 
on  continental  establishment;  that  he  served  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war  until  the  spring  of  1781,  when  he  became  a  supernumerary  by 
the  reorganization  of  the  army  ordered  under  the  resolve  of  October,  17S0, 
giving  half  pay  for  life  to  such  as  should  tben  become  supernumeraries, 
as  well  as  to  those  who  should  serve  to  the  close  of  the  war.  Among  other 
evidence,  the  committee  find  a  certificate  firom  the  Auditor  of  Virginia, 
showing  that  Charles  Snead's  heirs  received  bounty  laud  from  that  State 
for  seven  years'  service  in  the  Virginia  continental  line  of  the  army.  Also, 
a  certificate  from  the  same  officer,  stating  that  he  received  a  certificate  of 
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the  balanoe  of  his  fall  pay  under  the  act  of  Assembly  of  that  State,  passed 
November  session,  ITSl,  which  was  given  for  services  prior  to  the  1st  of 
January,  17S£,  to  wit :  As  lieutenant  from  1st  Janoary,  17779  to  4th  Ju^y^ 
177S,  and  as  captain  from  4th  July,  1778,  to  31st  December,  1761.  Also, 
an  extract  from  the  Chesterfield  arrangement  of  the  Virginia  continental 
line,  made  under  the  resolve  of  October  22, 1780,  certified  by  the  Auditor 
of  Virginia,  from  which  it  appears  that  Captain  Charles  Snead  became  a 
supernumerary  by  the  arrangement  then  and  there  made. 

The  committee,  being  satisfied  that  the  case  of  Captain  Snead  is  clearly 
brought  under  the  resolves  of  October,  1780,  and  March,  1783,  and  also 
that  the  amount  claimed  has  never  been  paid  to  himself  or  his  heirs,  re« 
port  a  bill. 


DsciMUR  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  w^as  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Hooker  Smith,  report : 

It  appears,  from  the  testimony  in  this  case,  that  William  Hooker  Smith 
was  appointed  a  surgeon's  mate,  in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  on  continental 
establishment,  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolutionary  contest,  and  con- 
tinned  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war.  It  further  appears,  from  the  depo- 
sitions of  Thomas  Williams,  George  P.  Ranson,  Rufus  Bennet,  Elisha 
Blackman,  and  General  William  Ross,  that,  from  July  3,  1778,  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  Doctor  Smith  acted  as  surgeon  at  the  post  of  Wilkesbarre, 
Wyoming  valley,  and  that  he  was  the  only  officer  of  the  medical  staff 
attached  to  that  post  during  that  period.  1  he  garrison  consisted  of  two 
companies  of  regulars,  and  the  militia  of  the  valley.  These  facts  sustain, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  to  commuta- 
tion on  account  of  the  services  of  said  Dr.  Smith ;  and  a  bill  is  accordingly 
reported.  A  favorable  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  was  made  on  thisf 
case  at  the  1st  session  lt4th  Congress,  but  not  reached. 


DSQBMBIBR  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  thepe* 
tition  of  John  McDowel,  report : 

ITie  petitioner  claims  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  as  a  lieuten- 
ant of  infantry  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  under 
the  resolves  of  Congress  of  October,  1780,  and  March,  1788. 

It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
petitioner  has  been  admitted  by  that  Department  to  tlie  benefits  of  the  act 
of  1828^  giving  compensation  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war;  which  compensation  depends  upon  having  served  in  the  con- 
tinental line  to  the  close  of  the  war — precisely  the  condition  upon  whibh 
half  pay  for  life,  and  the  commutation  thereof,  had  been  promised  under 
the  resolves  of  the  Congress  of  the  Revolution. 

Colonel  Bowman,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  testifies  that  he  was 
^eU  acqoainted  with  John  McDowel,  and  <^  knows  him  to  have  betu  a 
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lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  line  ;'*  and,  also,  that  he  **did  serve  to  the  end 
of  the  revohitionary  war,  and  would  have  gotten  his  commutation  certifi- 
cates if  he  had  applied  for  them."  Colonel  Buford,  of  the  1 1th  Virginia 
regim-nt,  testifies  that  he  knew  Lieutenant  M cDowel  in  the  year  1778, 
when  he  was  serving  in  the  Northern  army  in  the  Virginia  line,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  until  the  year  1780,  when  he  was  ordered  to,  and  did,  join 
his  own  regiment,  in  Carolina  ;  that,  in  1781,  he  (Bnford)  returned  to 
Virginia,  sick,  and  left  McDowel  in  service,  and  did  not  see  him  until  No- 
vember, 1781,  after  the  surrender  of  Comwallis,  and  that  the  said 
McDowel  was  then  belonging  to  the  nrtaj ;  that  he  never  heard  of  hb 
resigning  his  commission ;  that  he  (Buford)  had  reeeived  his  conmiutatioD 
certificates ;  that  he  considered  Lieutenant  McDowel's  situation  as  similar 
to  hb  own,  and  knows  that  McDowel  could  have  obtained  his  certificates, 
also,  had  he  applied  for  them.  Colonel  Mathews,  of  the  3d  Vii^ginia 
regiment,  certifies  that  John  McDowel  served  in  the  8th  Virginia  regiment, 
from  January  1, 1777,  to  February  16,  1 781 ,  and  that  he  was  neither 
cashiered  nor  superseded. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the  commu- 
tation he  asks,  having  served  as  directed  by  the  resdvee  of  Congress,  and 
never  having  received  it  or  any  part  of  it.  The  bill  reported  for  his  relief 
at  a  former  session  of  Congress,  and  which  remained  unacted  on,  is  there- 
fore again  reported. 


December  S8,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  leg'al  representatives  of  John  Winston,  deceased,  report : 

That  this  case  was  favorably  reported  on,  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
petitioners,  as  well  in  the  23d  as  also  in  the  23d  Congress.  The  last  report 
IS  annexed  as  part  of  this.  In  addition  to  the  statement  and  evidence 
found  in  that  report,  the  committee  have  been  put  in  possession  of  the 
deposition  of  Captain  Thomas  Price,  a  highly  respectable  witness,  who 
swears  that  Winston  served  in  the  Northern  army  under  Washington,  and 
adds:  *<  Whether  Captain  Winston  remained  to  the  end  of  the  war,  I  can- 
not (my  memory  being  much  impaired  by  age)  positively  say  ;  but  this  I 
know,  tliat  he  was  at  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  fall  of  1781,  because  I  saw 
him  there  ;  and  from  this  feet  I  must  infer  he  served  through  the  war." 

Febbt;art  19,  1835. 

The  Conunittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  refetred  thd 
petition  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  Winston,  report : 

That  this  case  was  before  the  last  Congress,  and  favorably  reported  on, 
with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners ;  which,  however,  was  not 
reached. 

The  petitioners,  as  the  heirs  of  John  Winston,  late  a  captain  in  the  Vir- 
ginia line  on  continental  establishment,  state  that  their  father  entered  the 
army  of  the  Revolution  as  a  captain,  in  the  year  1776,  and,  immediately 
enlisting  a  company,  joined  General  Washington  while  retreating  through 
New  Jersey  J  dial  he  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Trenton,  Princetcm, 
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Brandyviae,  QermaMtown,  White  Plains,  Monmouth,  and  other  actions 
fought  in  the  North;  that  he  never  returned  to  visit  his  family  until  the 
year  1781,  when  he  came  with  the  army  to  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and 
continued  in  the  service  to  the  close  of  the  war  ;  that  he  died  shortly  after 
the  peace,  without  having  received  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay,  which 
they  now  claim  as  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives. 

The  conunittee,  upon  reviewing  the  case,  believe  the  above  statement  to 
be  substantially  corrects 

Colonel  John  Nicholas,  of  the  revolutionary  army,  testifies  that  he  knew 
Winston  ;  that  he  served  witli  him  in  Muhlenberg's  brigade ;  that  he  was 
in  the  principal  battles  of  the  North ;  that  be  did  not  return  to  Virginia 
^  until  the  autumn  of  1781,  when  he  came  with  Washington's  army  to  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  where  he  served." 

Major  William  Duval  certifies  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Captain 
Winston,  and  believes  him  to  have  continued  in  the  service  to  the  end  of 
the  war  ;  as  he  could  not  have  returned  to  his  father's  family,  with  whom 
he  was  intimate,  without  his  knowledge. 

By  a  certificate  from  the  War  Department,  it  appears  that  John  Winston 
settled  for  his  pay^  as  a  captiun  of  infantry^  in  the  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment,  on  tlie  5th  of  March,  1783,  agreeably  to  an  act  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature,  passed  November,  1781,  and  was  paid  as  a  cap- 
taid  from  January  I,  1777,  to  February  13,  1781. 

By  another  certificate  fiom  the  Virginia  land  office,  it  appears  that  he 
received,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1783,  a  warrant  for  the  usual  quantity  of 
land  allowed  a  captain  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment, 
for  military  services  from  December  6, 1776,  to  February  13, 1781 ;  and 
by  a  statement  of  the  Third  Auditor,  it  appears  that  there  is  nothing  on 
record  in  that  office  to  show  that  he  had  received  his  commutation,  or  any 
part  of  it. 

From  this  evidence,  the  conunittee  conclude  either  that  Captain  Winston 
became  a  supernunierary  under  the  resolves  of  October,  1780,  by  which 
the  Virginia  line  was  reorganized  on  the  13th  of  February,  1781,  or  that 
he  served  to  the  close  of  the  war ;  either  of  which  would  entitle  him  to 
commutation.  It  is  probable  that  he  became  a  supernumerary  under  the 
resolves  of  1780,  and,  as  such,  acted  at  the  siege  of  York,  and  occasionally 
afterwards  to  the  close  of  the  war.  A  bill  is  therefore  again  reported  for 
the  relief  of  his  heirs  and  legal  representativ^es. 


December  22,  1837. 

The  Como^ittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  George  Gibson,  deceased, 
report  : 

ColonekGibson  was  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer.  He  entered  the 
service  ofhis  coantry  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution ;' enlisted  a 
hundred  men  at  Pitt8bui^,tben  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Virginia ;  march- 
ed to  Williamsburg,  and  was  cotomissioned  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  line. 
Powder  and  lead  becoming  scarce,  the  Government  of  Virginia  selected 
him  as  a  person  well  qualified  to  conduct  a  secret  negotiation  with  the 
Spanish  Government  for  a  supply.    He  was  suecessml  in  procuring  it 


not  only  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  but  engaged  a  rendent  merchant  of 
eminence  (Oliver  Pollock)  to  jship  lai^e  quantities  to  the  States  in  Spanish 
vessels.  On  his  return  he  was  offered  a  pecuniary  recompense  or  promo- 
tion, and  accepted  the  latter.  He  was  accordingly  appointed  colonel  of 
the  first  Virginia  regiment. 

With  this  regiment  he  continued,  and  was  in  all  the  severe  engagements 
in  the  North,  subsequent  to  the  battle  pf  Germantowo,  until  1781,  wbe^i 
the  regiment,  being  nearly  annihilated,  was  ordered  to  the  South  to  recruit 
He  then  became  a  supernumerary,  but  was  shortly  afterwards  ordered  to 
march  the  prisoners  taken  with  Cornwaltis  to  York,  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  remained  under  his  charge  until  sent  to  England. 

Colonel  Gibson's  services  did  not,  however,  close  with  the  revolutionary 
war.  In  1790  he  was  appointed  by  General  Washington  a  colonel  of  one 
of  the  regiments  recruiting  for  General  St.  Clair's  army,  and  was  ordered 
to  the  West  to  assist  in  the  campaign  against  the  Northwest  Indians.  He 
fell  on  the  fatal  4th  of  November,  1791,  sustaining  the  character  for  bra- 
very and  coolness  which  had  ever  distinguished  him. 

Colonel  Gibson's  regiment  was  originally  d  State  regiment.  About  the 
1st  of  June,  1777,  it  was  ordered  to  the  North,  and  joined  Geperal  Wash- 
ington two  days  after  the  battle  of  Germautown,  (vide  Washington's 
Letters,  voL  2,  p.  180,)  and  was  placed  on  continental  establishment,  in 
lieu  of  Mathews's  regiinenl,  which  was  taken  by  the  enemy  in  that  bat- 
tle, by  an  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  in  these  words :  ^  Be  it  enact- 
edy  That  the  baitaUoii  on  commonwealth  establishment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  George  Gibson,  and  now  in  the  continental  service,  be 
continued  in  the  said  service,  instead  of  the  9th  Virginia  regimeiit,  made 
prisoners  in  the  battle  of  Germautown."  Thi^act.was  never  repealed. 
Colonel  Mathews's  regiment  never  resumed  its  place  in  the  Une,aiid  Gib- 
son^s  remained  until  1781,  when  it  was  ordered  home  to  recruiL 

In  addition  to  tliis  proof  of  the  character  of  the  regiment,  it  is  proper  to 
state  that  the  War  Department  decided,  on  the  l;ith  of  January,  1830, 
<'  that  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Goorge  Gibson  was  a  conti- 
nental regiment  from  October,  1777."  The  Treasury  Department  also 
so  decided.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  May  15, 
1828,  applicable  only  to  the  continental  line,  was  extended  to  a  number 
of  individuals  belonging  to  this  regimetit.  Congress  itself  has  vie  wed  the 
regiment  as  continental,  having  passed  an  i^t  allowing  to  the  heirs  of  an 
officer  belonging  to  that  regiment  "  five  years'  full  pay,  with  such  interest 
as  would  have  accrued  if  a  certificate  had  issued,  and  been  funded,  under 
the  act  of  1790.''  {Fide  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Vawter's  heirs, 
approved  May  25,  1832.) 

By  an  act  of  the  State  of  Virginia  of  May,  1779,  officers  of  the  conti- 
nental and  State  line  of  Virginia  were  placed  upon  au  equal  footing  in 
regard  to  the, bounty  of  the  State,  (half  pay  for  life,)  and  directed  to  look 
for  recompense  to  the  State,  '*  provided  Congress  did  not  make  some  tan- 
tamount provision  for  them."  For  the  State  Une  Congress  di^  nothing ; 
bnt  for  the  continental  line  it  made  tantamount  provision. 

Owing,  in  some  measure,  to  Gibson's  regiment  having  been  both  State 
and  continental,  its  officers  received  neither  half  pay  from  Virginia  nor 
commutation  i'rom  the  United  States.  In  applying  to  the  State,  tliey  were 
referred  to  the  United  States;  and  in  applying  to4he  United  States,  they 
were  referred  to  the  State. 
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Bj  the  act  of  'Jnly  5,  1S38,  the  claims  of  the  Virginia  State  line  were 
directed  to  be  liquidated  and  paid  by  that  State.  In  that,  act  the  regiment 
of  Colonel  Gibson  was  included,  and  his  legal  representatives  received  a 
certain  amount,  but  not  equal  to  the  commutation  paid  to  other  officers  of 
the  same  grade  on  continental  establishment,  nor  in  proportion  to  what 
had  been  paid  to  subalterns  of  the  same  regiment,  for  whose  relief  acts 
had  been  passed  by  Congress.  The  most  important  question  in  the  whole 
case  seems  to  be,  whether  the  regiment  really  belonged  to  the  continental 
line  proper.  Tliat  such  was  the  case  the  committee  have  no  doubt, 
and  they  h^}eve  that  its  colonel  should  be  placed  upon  an  equally  favor- 
able footing  with  his  subalterns.  They  think  justice  should  be  evenhanded, 
and  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  the  same  measure  ttiat  others  have 
received.    A  bill  is  accordingly  reported  for  their  relief. 


D£Ci:3(B£R  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Clark,  report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  enlisted  in  the  Virginia  continental  line 
of  the  Revolution,  in  October,  1775,  imder  Captain  Burgess  Ball,  for  two 
years ;  that  he  served  as  a  sergeant  during  the  whole  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment, and  was  discharged  at  White  Marsh,  Pennsylvania  ;  that  he  imme- 
diately re-enlisted  in  Colson's  company  of  the  5th  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Parker,  for  three  years,  and  acted  as  sergeant- 
major  of  the  regiment  until  the  army  went  into  winter-quarters  at  Valley 
Forge,  when  he  was  appointed  an  ensign  ;  which  situation  he  resigned  on 
being  appointed  a  comet  in  Ash's  company  of  cavalry,  of  the  North  Car- 
olina line ;  that,  subsequently,  the  troop  was  ordered  to  Pittsburg  and 
Beaver  creek,  where  he  remained  lintil  the  latter  end  of  1780,  when, 
owing  to  the  expiration  of  enlistments  and  other  causes,  the  troop  v/as  ^ 
ordered  to  North  Carolina  to  recruit ;  that  on  the  way  from  Beaver  to 
Halifax,  (owing  to  sickness,)  he  received  a  furlough  and  permission  to  re- 
turn to  Virginia,  with  orders  to  join  again  in  March  followinj? ;  that  he 
did  rejoin  the  army,  and  remained  with  it  until  after  the -capture  of  Com- 
wallis,  at  York,  when  a  return  of  illness  caused  Uim  to  receive  another 
furlough,  with  orders  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  return,  whenever 
called  for. 

The  petitioner  further  states  that  he  preserved  his  commission  an^  fur- 
lough for  a  long  period  of  time,  but  that  they  were  finally  lost ;  that  he 
did  not  apply  for  his  commutation  after  the  close  of  the  war,  (because 
the  certificates  were  considered  of  little  or  no  value,)  until  the  claim  had 
been  barred  by  an  act  of  limitation ;  that  he  has  received  from  the  State 
of  Virginia  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  a  cornet  of  horse,  for  services 
daring  the  war ;  that,  in  consequence,  he  deems  himself  entitled  to  the-s 
commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  granted  to  othcts  similarly  situated,  and 
prays  for  the  passage  of  an  act  accordingly. 

These  statements  of  Clark  arc  made  upon  oath  before  a  magistrate, 
who  certifies  that  he  is  a  man  of  unspotted  character,  to  whom  the  fullest 
credit  is  due.    A  certificate,  signed  by  twenty -five  citizens  of  Virginia,  is 


added,  to  the  tame  effect,  and  to  whose  respectability  and  credibili^  a 
Htagistrate  certifies. 

Clark's  statement  is  sustained  by  Richard  Shacke/ford^  who  deposes 
that  it  is  correct  to  his  own  personal  knowledge ;  that  they  both  entered 
the  service  about  the  same  time,  and  served  together ;  and  that  Clark  was 
considered  an  active,  brave,  and  meritorious  oificer.  He  says,  "  both  of 
us  served  in  the  continental  Service  to  the  close  of  the  war,  except  the 
time  Mr.  Clark  has  stated  he  was  on  furlough."  Carier  Croxton^  jen., 
deposes  that  Clark's  statement  ^^  contains  minutely  and  substantially  Hbf. 
truth  ;  that,  to  his  knowledge,  he  enlisted  twice,  as  stated;  that  he  was 
appointed  a  comet  in  the  cavalry,  and  served  in  that  capacity  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  except  the  time  he  was  on  furlough."  He  adds,  ^^  Mr.  Clark 
and  myself  were  in  service  at  the -same  time."  The  credibility  of  both 
these  witnesses  is  certified  by  a  magistrate.  The  Auditor  of  Virginia 
certifies  that  he  received  land  bounty  as  a  cornet  of  cavah-y  in  (he  conti- 
nental line,  for  services  diuring  the  war. 

The  committee,  believing  the  claim  sustained  and  unpaid,  report  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 


December  22,  1837. 

Upon  a  re*examination  of  the  petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Doctor  Charles  Taylor,  deceased,  the  Commititee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
adopt  the  accompanying  report  made  at  a  former  session,  and  offer  a  bill 
for  ttieir  relief. 

Aprul  12,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Charles  Taylor,  report  : 

That  it  is  proved,  by  the  papers  submitted  to  the  committee,  that  Charles 
Taylor  was  surgeon's  mate  of  the  second  regiment  of  the  Virginia  line  on 
continental  establishment,  before  July,  1776,  and  until  the  regiment  of 
guards,  commanded  by  C^olonel.  Francis  Taylor,  was  raised  in  October, 
1779,  when  he  was  appointed  a  surgeon  in  that  regiment,  which  station 
he  held  until  the  regiment  was  di  banded  in  1781. 

"  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  commutation  should  be  granted, 
and  have  brought  in  a  bill  accordingly. 


December  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionnry  Clauns,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Richard  De  Treville,  ElUs  De  Treville,  Caroline  De  TreviUe, 
EUzabeth  De  Treville,  Harriet  De  Treville,  and  Samuel  Lawrence,  report : 

That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
twenty-fourth  Congress,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  relief;  that  the  committee,  on  a  re-examination  of  the 
case,  adopt  the  report  of  the  former  conmiittee,  which  is  as  follows : 
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"The  petitioners  state  that  their  grandfather,  John  De  Treville,  was  a 
captain  of  artillery  in  the  regular  continental  army,  and  served  therein 
until  the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution :  that  they  have  been  iufofmed, 
and  believe,  that  Captain  John  De  Treville,  in  his  lifetime,  never  received 
any  pay  for  his  services  as  such  officer,  nor  the  commutation  to  which 
officers  who  had  served  till  the  close  of  the  war  are  entitled. 

"The  petitioners  further  state,  that  Captain  John  De  Treville  died  in 
the  year  1790,  and  left  surviving  him  only  two  children,  namely,  Robert 
De  Treville,  who  is  the  father  of  the  petitionees,  Richard  Dfe  Treville, 
Caroline  De  Treville,  Elizabeth  De  Treville,  Harriet  De  Treville,  and 
Ellis  De  Treville ;  and  Harriet  De  Treville,  who  is  the  mother. of  the  pe- 
titioner, Saowel  Lawrence;  both  of  whoia  died  about  the  year  1817  r 
which  ikets  aure  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  Mary  Macki6.  The  petitioners 
allege  that  the  children  of  the  said  Captain  John  De  Treville  never  pre^ 
seuted  any  claim,  or  received  any  compensation  for  the  revolutionary  ser-« 
vices  of  their  father. 

''  It  appears  on  a  register  on  file  in  the  Pension  Office,  that  John  De 
Treville  was  a  captam  in  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  Sotith  CaroUua  con*^ 
tinental  line. 

"  Acoooipanying  the  petition  is  an  original  order  issxijed  by  Brigadier 
General  William  Moultrie,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

'Maff  11,1779. 
*Sib:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  you  are  to  spike  up  all  the  cannon  at 
Fort  Johnston,  if  time  will  admit,  throw  them  into  the  river,  set  fire  to 
the  fort  at  several  places,  leave  the  powder  in  it  that  it  may  blow  up,  and 
make  the  best  of  your  way  to  this  {^lace. 
I  am  yours, 

WILLIAM  MOULTRIE,  B7^'g.  Gen. 
*To  Captain  Db  Treville,  or  the 

Commanding  officer  at  Fort  Johnston.^ 

"It  is  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  Daniel  Stevens,  that  John  De  Treville 
was  a  captain  in  the  continental  army  of  the  United  States,  in  a  regiment 
of  artillery ;  that,  he  was  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  and  continued  in 
the  continental  service  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Mary  Mackie  also  testifies 
that  John  De  Treville  was  an  officer  in  the  continental  array,  and  con- 
tinued and  remained  an  officer  th^ein  until  the  end  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

"The  committee  being  satisfied  that  Captain  John  De  Treville,  de- 
ceased, was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  granting 
commutation  for  five  years'  full  pay  to  such  officers  on  continental  estab- 
lishment as  should  serve  to  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  in  lieu  of 
half  pay  for  life,  have,  therefore,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  heirs 

at  law." 

*  * 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Captain  John  De  Treville,  deceased. 
46 
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DSCEMBSR  Mf  1837. 

1 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Lucy  Marks,  report: 

That  this  case  was  examined,  and  a  favorable  report  made  thereon,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Captain  John  Marks,  deceased,  named  in  the  said  petition,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress ;  tliat  the  committee  having  exam- 
ined this  case,  adopt  the  former  report,  which  is  annexed^and  report  a  biQ 
f(»rrelie£ 

"  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Third  Awditor  of  the  Treasury, 
that  John  Marks,  deceased,  late  husband  of  the  petitioner,  was  a  captain 
of  the  14th,  and  afterwards  of  the  lOth  Virginia  regiment  on  continental 
establishment,  and  in  that  capacity  he  is  borne  on  the  revolutionary  rolls 
of  the  last  mentioned  regiment  up  to  November,  1779. 

"  It  alse  appears  from  a  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  of 
Virginia,  under  date  of  the  15th  day  of  December,  IS34,  that,  from  a  list 
in  his  office  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line, 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  as  settled  their  accourrts  and  received  cer- 
tificates for  the  balance  of  theur  full  pay,  according  to  the  act  of  Assembly, 
passed  the  November  session,  1781,  a  certificate  issued  on  the  9th  day  of 
April,  1733,  in  the  name  of  John  Marks,  as  captain,  for  ^6787  11*.  4i; 
which  certificate  appears  to  have  been  delivered  H  himself^  and  was  given 
for  services  prior  to  the  1st  January,  1782,  to  wit :  pay  as  captain  from 
1st  January,  1777,  to  15th  February,  1781. 

'4t  further  appears  from  the  certificate  of 'the  register  on  the  land  office 
of  Virginia,  that  a  warrant  for  4,000  acres  of  land  issued  to  Captain  John 
Marks,  the  3d  September,  1782,  he  having  served  in  the  Virginia  conti- 
nental line  more  than  three  years,  and  being  entitled  to  the  proportion  of 
land  allowed  to  officers  who  have  served  that  term. 

"  It  is  proved  by  the  certificate  of  Robert  Porterfield,  late  a  captain  in 
di^  Virginia  continental  line,  that  the  said  Captain  John  Marks  served  till 
the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  certifies  that  he  was  personally 
acquainted  with  Captain  John  Marks,  who  was  in  the  Virginia  continent- 
al line  in  the  war  ••/  the  Revolution,  early  in  die  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  that  he  did  serve  through  the  war ;  that 
he  married  the  widow  of  William  Lewis  after  the  dose  of  the  war,  and 
removed  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  where  he  died :  the  widow  of  the  said 
John  Marks  returned  to  Virginia,  and  lives  in  the  county  of  Albemarle. 
The  said  certificate  l^ears  date  ^e  28th  day  of  May,  1834. 

<<  The  committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  doeumeotarjr 
luad  other  evidence  accompanying  the  petition  establishes,  salis&ctorilf) 
tfiatthe  said  John  Marks,  deceased,  served  as  captain  of  the  Virginia  line 
of  continental  troops  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  from  the  year  1777, 
^intil  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  that  he  would  be  entitled,  Under  the  res- 
olution of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  March,  1783,  to  commutation  of  five 
years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life.  A  bill  is  therefore  reported 
by  the  committee  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
the  said  John  Marks,  deceased'' 
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DsosBcsm  My  18S7. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have  examined  the  petition  of 
Robert  Taylor,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  as  distributors  and  heirs 
of  the  late  Francis  Taylor,  deceased,  and  the  evidence  in  support  thereof, 
and  now  report : 

That  Colonel  Francis  Taylor  commanded  the  regiment  raised  to  guard 
the  convention  prisoners,  (as  they  were  called,)  and  in  that  capacity  served, 
as  it  satisfactorily  appears  to  the  committee,  until  June  17,  1781.  The 
regiment  he  commanded  was  disbanded  upon  the  removal  of  the  prisoners 
from  Winchester,  Virginia,  where  they  had  been  kept ;  and  by  the  dis- 
chai^  of  the  troops,  Colonel  Taylor  became  supernumerary,  for  it  docs 
not  appear  that  lie  ever  resigned.  He  had  been  an  officer  of  injferior  grade 
before  his  appointment  to  command  the  regiment  of  guards.  The  regi- 
ment he  commanded  has  been  repeatedly  recognised  as  belonging  to  the 
continental  line.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Colonel  Taylor  was 
entitled  to  commutation,  and  report  a  bill  in  fioivor  of  his  legal  representa- 
tives. 


December  22, 1837. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  ijie 
pelitiou  of  Samuel  Joues,  report : 

Samuel  Jones,  son,  and  representing  himself  as  sole  heir  of  Captain 
Samuel  Jones  of  the  revolutionary  army,  petitions  for  commutation. 

It  appears,  from  a  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor,  that  there  were  two 
individuals  named  Samuel  Jones,  each  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in 
the  army  of  the  Revolution.  One  of  them,  who  acted  as  paymaster  in 
the  15th  Virginia  regiment,  was  dismissed  from  service  on  the  6th  June, 
1778;  the  other  likewise  acted  as  paymaster,  but  in  the  11th  Virginia 
regiment ;  and  of  this  Samuel  Jones,  the  Auditor  says  the  records  of  his 
office  furnish  no  evidence  of  his  service  subsequent  to  November,  1779. 
From  this  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  records  show  that  he  served  up  to 
that  period ;  consequently,  there  must  have  been  a  Samuel  Jones  differ- 
ent from  the  one  dismissed  in  June,  1778.  It  appears,  from  an  account 
settled  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  that  an  individual  named  Samuel  Jones 
was  paid  as  lieutenant  and  paymaster  from  early  in  1777,  to  January, 
1780 ;  and  from  January,  1780,  up  to  the  1st  of  Febmary,  1781,  he  was 
paid  as  captain.  This  document,  certified  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Slate  of 
Virginia,  justifies  the  belief  that  Samuel  Jones  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  captain,  and  continued  in  service  after  1779,  subsequent  to  which  pe- 
riod the  Auditor  states  that  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  records  of 
his  office.  The  late  Chief  Justice  Marshall  certifies  that  he  knew  Captaip 
Jones,  boarded  with  him  in  Richmond  in  1 782,  and  does  not  recollect  to 
have  ever  heard  of  his  resignation.  The  Chief  Justice  also  states  facts  in 
relation  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  in  the  fall  of  1779,  and  the  raising  of  new  recruits,  which  ren- 
der it  very  probable  that  Captain  Jones  became  a  supernumerary.  There 
is  other  evidence  conducing  to  show  that  he  never  resigned,  and  the  com- 
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mittee  hare  come  to  the  concinskm  Ibat  he  ?6tQaiDed  a  supemiimerar7 1^ 
the  end  of  the  war.  He  died  in  1784,  before  the  petitioner,  as  he  states, 
was  born.  The  delay  is  satitfactotily  acconoted  for.  The  committee  re- 
port a  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Captain  Jones's  legal  represeotativea. 


Decsmbsr  9^,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  nrhieh  the  pelttion  of 
James  Witherell  was  refened,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  commutation  as  an  ensign  in  the  Massachu- 
0Dtts  continental  line  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution* 

The  petitioner  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  lltb  zegiment,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Tupper,  on  the  26th  of  September,  1780,  havii^ 
scr\'ed  as  a  non-commissioned  oj£cer  in  the  continental  line  preTious  to 
that  appointment.  By  the  affidavit  of  Josiah  Abbott,  who  was  an  ensiga 
in  the  Massachusetts  line,  it  appears  that  in  the  autumn  of  1781  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  petitioner,  then  an  ensign  in  the  same  line ;  and 
ho  states  that  the  petitioner  was  in  service  so  late  as  the  16th  of  May, 
1789:  He  refers  in  his  affidavit  to  a  journal  kept  by  him  during  that  pe- 
riod, and  which  enables  him  to  speak  with  greater  confidence  as  to  the 
continuance  of  Ensign  Witherell  in  the  service.  The  petitioner,  in  his 
declaration  made  on  the  lOth  of  March,  1830,  for  the  benefits  of  the  act 
of  the  15th  of  May,  1828,  states  that  he  served  to  the  end  of  the  war; 
anij  it  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  that  he 
has  been  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  1828. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  sufficient 
to  establish  the  claim  of  the  petitioneir  to  commutation,  and  they  report  a 
bill  accordingly. 


December  22,  1837, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioner,  as  sole  heir  of  John  Baptiste  Ashe,  claims  commutation 
for  the  services  of  his  ancestor  as  a  major  in  the  continental  line  of  the 
revolutionary  army. 

^  It  appears  that  Johti  Baptiste  Ashe  was  commissioned  by  John  Jay. 
president  of  the  Congress  of  the  Revolution,  in  1779,  as  major  of  the  first 
North  Carolina  regiment,  to  take  rank  as  such  from  the  26th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1777.  This  fact  is  proved  by  the  original  commission.  From 
other  papers,  it  seems  that  J.  B.  Ashe  entered  the  service  in  April,  1776, 
'with  the  rank  of  captain,  and  that  before  the  end  of  the -war  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  But  it  does  not  appear  diat 
'  he  ever  obtained  a  conmiission  as  lieutenant  colonel. 

It  is  proved  by  two  witnesses  that  he  served  during  the  war.  The 
committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  John  Baptiste  Ashe  wbm. 
entitled  to  commutation.  They  report  a  bill  in  favor  oi  his  legal  repre- 
ftentatives,  believing  that  the  executor  or  administrator  is  entitted  to  the 
money,  and  not  the  heir. 


Hbt  Committee  on  Revolutionaiy  CImhis,  to  whom  the  subject  wns 
referred,  make  the  foUowiBg  report : 

The  service  of  Captain  Jordan  in  the  contiiiental  line  to  the  close  of 
die  war,  is  fully  proved.  He  was  commissioned  as  a  captain  lieutenant 
in  the  artillery  artificers,  in  177§,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  war  hel4 
the  commissien  of  captain  in  the  ^^ame  regiment,  which  regiment  formed 
patrt  of  the  quota  of  the  State  of  Penn^lvania  in  the  army  of  the  Unitec^ 
StttCeft.  He  received  land  &om  the  United  States  ibr  his  services  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  was  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  the  15th 
of  May,  1828,  which  he  conld  not  have  been,  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  his  services  had  been  such  as  would  have  euh 
titled  him  to  conunutation.  It  is  certified  by  the  Third  Auditor  that  bb 
received  pay  to  the  1st  of  January,  1 783,  but  did  not  receive  commutatiotk 

By  tho  printed  Journals  of  Congress,  it  appears  that  on  the  18th  of 
September,  i7J7,  a  memorial  from  Colonel  Flower,  with  a  list  of  the 
corps  of  artiUer7  artificers,  having*been  presented  to  Confess,  it  was  re- 
vived that  commissions  bo  granted  to  the  officers,  agreeably  to  their 
respective  ranks. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  Congress  promised  half  pay  for  seven  years 
to  ''all  military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  now  are  or  hero- 
after  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  continue  therein 
during  the  war.'' 

On  the  15th  of  March,  177i^,  Congress  resolved  "that all  officers,  noa- 
commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  now  belonging  to  the  corps  of  light 
dragoons,  and  artillery  and  infantry,  and  the  corps  of  artillery  arlificera, 
commissioned  and  enlisted  since  the  16th  of  Septc^mber',  1776,  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war^  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  so  comimissioned  and 
enlisted^  not  being  part  of  the  88  battalions  originally  apportioned  to  the 
States,  shall  be  consideired  as  parts  of  the  quotas  of  the  several  States  to 
which  they  did  or  shall  respectively  belong  when  so  commissioned  or  en<- 
iisted/^  &c. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1779,  Congress,  "  recommended  to  the  several 
States  that  have  not  already  adopted  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  malDe 
9ttch  further  provisions  for  the  officers.,  and  for  the  soldiers  enUsted  for  the 
war,  to  them  respectively  belonging,  who  shall  continue  in  service  till  the 
establishment  of  peace,  as  shall  be  adequate  compensation  for  the  many 
dangers,  fosses,  and  hardships  they  have  suffered  and  been  exposed  to  in 
the  course  of  the  present  contest,,  either  by  granting  to  their  officers  half 
pay  for  life,  and  proper  rewards  to  the  soldiers,  or  in  such  other  manner 
as  may  appear  most  expedient  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States." 

So  far,  there  is  nothing  to  raise  a  doubt  whether  the  officers  of  the  ar* 
'fiUery  artificers  are  entitled  to  half  pay,  or  such  other  provision  as  might 
be  made  by  the  United  States ;  they  were  commifisioned  by  order  of  Conr 
?tess,  as  other  officers ;  they  were  declared  to  be  parts  of  the  quotas  of 
<he  several  States  to  which  they  belonged  when  commissioned ;  and,  as 
officers  belonging  to  the  several  States,  they  are  included  in  the  recomi- 
mendation  of  Congress  for  half  pay  for  life. 

But  doubts  have  been  suggested,  in  consequence  ^f  a  report  made  by  a 
<^mmittee  of  Congress  in  1786,  expressing  the  opinion  that  officers  intho 
late  corps  of  artificers  are  not  entitled  to  half  pay*    Those  doubts,  how* 


erer,  will  be  removed  by  a  brief  ezamnalion  of  the  groands  of  the  o^nion 
expressed  in  the  report. 

These  are,  first,  **  that  half  pay  was  granted  to  military  officers  ckieefly 
from  a  cpnsideration  that,  by  a  long  continuance  iu  the  military  line,  they 
may  have  lost  those  habits  by  which  they  formerly  had  been  enabled  to 
provide  for  themselves  or  families;  which  reasons  do  not  apply  so  fully  to 
the  officers  of  artificers." 

*  Now,  it  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  resolve  of  17th  of  AiigQst,  1779^ 
quoted  above,  that  the  consideration  put  forward  in  the  report  was  aa  im' 
aginary  one ;  Congress  themselves  having  declared  the  object  of  granting 
half  pay  to  officers  to  be,  to  make  ^*  an  adequate  compensation  for  the 
dangers,  losses,  and  hardships  they  have  snfferfd  and  been  expoeed  te  m 
the  course  of  the  present  contest.'*  If  fnrther  proof  were  wanting  to  show 
the  error  of  the  report  in  this  particular,  it  would  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
half  pay  was  also  granted  not  only  to  surgeons,  but  to  chaplains,  who 
certainly  could  not  liave  lost  in  the  army  the  habits  by  which  they  had 
before  been  enabled  to  support  themselves. 

The  second  objection  of  the  report,  *is,  that  the  resolve  of  the  15th  of 
May,  1778,  "  confines  the  half  pay  to  mzHtary  officers^  which  certaiidy 
did  not  include  the  artificers."  The  resolutions  which  have  been  ahready 
quoted  show  that  the  officers  of  artillery  artificers  were  military  officers, 
whether  that  term  be  construed  according  to  its  ordinary  or  its  profes- 
sional acceptation.  But  it  is  evident,  from  various  other  resolves  of  Con- 
gress, that  the  limited  and  restricted  interpretation  of  the  term  given  in 
tile  report  was  not  according  to  the  intention  of  Congress.  Among  those 
is  the  resolve  of  24th  of  Aiigust,  1780,  extending  to  widows  of  officers 
dying  in  service  the  half  pay  provided  by  the  resolve  of  )5lh  of  May^ 
1778,  which  it  describes  as  "granting  Iwilfpay  for  seven  years  to  the 
officers  of  the  4trmyJ^  The  resolve  cJ  August,  177*,  just  quoted,  reeom- 
mends^that  provision,  by  half  pay  or  otherwise,  be  made  by  the  States  to 
^the  offioerst  to  them  respectively  belonging,^'  and  provision  for  the  widows 
of  such  of  *'  ikew  offieers^^  as  may  die  in  the  service.  There  are,  also, 
the  memorable  resolves  of  October,  1780,  reorganizing  the  army;  the 
words  of  which  are,  *<  that  the  officers  who  continue  in  service  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  shall  also^  be  entitled  to  half  pay  during  life/'  And  the  re- 
solve of  the  92d  of  March,  1783,  by  which  commutatioai  was  c^ered,  use9 
the  terms  ^officers  of  the  stverai  lin^j'^  and  "  officers  qffhe  armj/y^  and 
declares  ^^  that  such  officers  as  are  now  in  the  service,  and  shall  continue 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  five  years^  full  pay 
ill  money,  or  secnrkies  oft  inter^t,  at  6  per  c«it.,  instead  of  the  half  par 
promised  for  life  by  the  resdution  of  the  2lst  of  October,  lf78a" 

Prom  all  this  it  is  clear,  that  in  these  promiseabf  allowances  the  termsi 
^  military  officers,'*  **  officers  of  the  army,'*  **  officers  of  the  sevefal  lines,'^ 
and  "  officers,'*  m«st  bo  taken  as  synonymous ;.  oar,  if  not,  that  Congress 
must  have  infended  by  the  resolve  of  1780,  gmntmg  half  pay  for  hfe,  and 
of  1783,  granting- commutation,  to»enlarge  the  class  to  whom  thoee  allow- 
ances  were  to  be  nrwide.  And  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  under 
the  resolves  of  1780  and  1783  thai  the  claim  of  Captain  Jordan,  as  an 
officer,  serving  in  the  continental  line  to  the  end  of  the  war,  is  made ;  con- 
sequently, any  objectio^n  derived  from  the  restricted  interpretation  given 
in  the  report  to«  the  term  *' military  officer/'  in  the  resolve  of  1778>  would 
be  wholly  inapplicable  t^hiscase^ 
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The  third  oftjection  to  ft»  report  is,  that  <'  the  corps  of  artificers  *^  is 
expressly  excluded  fromr  half  pay  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  16th  of 
November,  1779.  It  is  easy  to  sljow  that  this  resolve  does  not  apply  to 
the  artillery  artfficers",  but  ta  a  differient  corps,  and  therefore  does  not  ap- 
ply to  the  claim  of  Captatu  Jordan.  The  resolve  quoted  in  the  report  is 
in  the  folloviring  words:  **Tbat  it  is  recoAimended  to  the  several  States  to 
allow  the  corps  of  artilicers  established  by  Congress  on  the  12th  instant, 
all  the  benefits  provided  for  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Hne  of  their  quotas 
of  the  continental  battalions,  except  the  half  pay."  This  resolve,  it  will 
be  seen,  relates  to  a  particular  corps  of  artificers,  viz :  that  established  by 
Congress  on  the  12th  of  November,  1779,  which  corps  was  establishea 
by  the  following  resolve  : 

**  liesolved,  That  the  eleven  companies  of  artificers  raised  by  the  quar- 
termaster general  be  le-formed  and  incorporated  and  arranged  in  such 
manner  as  the  comniander-rn-chief  Aall  deem  proper ;  that  when  such 
arrangement  shall  have  been  made,  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  board 
of  war,  to  the  intent  the  officers  may  receive  their  commissions,  which 
shall  entitle  them  to  rank  only  in  their  respective  corps,  and  enable  them 
to  hold  regimental  courts  martial  in  cases  that  concern  their  own  corps 
only,  and  are  usually  cognizable  by  the  regimental  courts  martial  of  the 
line." 

It  is,  therefore,  to  the  artificers  raised  by  the  quartermaster  general, 
and  arranged  into  a  corps  by  the  resolve  of  November  12,  1779,  and  to 
that  only,  that  this  special  exception  applies.  It  has  no  reference,  direct 
or  indirect,  to  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers,,which,  as  has  been  al- 
ready shown,  had  existed  as  an  organized  corps  since  1777,  had  been 
declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  continental  line,  and  had  been  promised  half 
pay  for  seven  years. 

That  these  were  different  corps,  is  well  known  to  all  who  are  familiar 
with  the  organization  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  The' fact  is  evident 
by  various  passages  in  the  printed  Journals;  and  the  very  resolution 
quoted  in  the  report  to  show  the  exclusion  of  the  corps  of  artificers  estab- 
lished November  12,  1779,  from  half  pay,  shows  the  existence,  at  that 
time,  of  the  artillery  artificers  as  a  difierent  corps.  That  resolve,  after 
fixing  the  pay  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  **  corps  of  artificers," 
adds,  "  that  the  allowance  of  pay,  subsistence,  and  clothing  of  the  other 
officers  and  men  of  the  said  artificers,  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  *  artillery 
artificers'  under  the  command  of  Colonel  B.  Flower." 

Whether  any  of  the  artificers  raised  by  the  quartermaster  general  were 
afterwards  incorporated  with  the  artillery  artificers  in  the  regiment  of 
artificers  which,  by  the  reorganization  of  the  army  in  October,  1780,  was 
made  part  of  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  does  not  appear.  But,  if  any 
were  so  incorporated,  the  exception  of  half  pay  in  the  resolve  of  Novem- 
ber 16,  1779,  would  not  exclude  them  from  half  pay.  That  resolve  was 
merely  a  recommendation  to  the  States,  and  could  not,  by  any  rule  of  con- 
stmction,  nullify  a  resolve  subsequently  adopted  by  Congress  expressly 
promising  half  pay  to  the  regiment  of  artificers,  as  part  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  al^  to  be  observed,  that  among  the  individual  officers  reported  to 
Congress  on  the  31st  of  October,  1783,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  having 
** agreed  to  accept  the  commutation  of  five  years*  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half 
pay  for  life,*'  were  Patton's  and  Pendleton's  artificers,  and  Major  Bruin, 
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of  the  artificers.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  those  officers  would  have 
been  included  in  such  a  report,  as,  belonging  to  the  artificers,  they  had 
been  expressly  excluded  from  half  pay. 

More  time  has,  perhaps,  been  bestowed  on  answering  the  objections  of 
the  report,  than  they  deserve ;  for,  after  all,  the  claim  of  Captain  Jordan, 
as  an  officer  of  the  artillery  artificers,  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war,  rests 
upon  promises  contained  in  the  resolves  of  Congress,  plain,  explicit,  and 
positive,  neither  to  be  misunderstood  Qor  to  be  set  aside. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1780,  Congress  determined  upon  a  new  arrange- 
ment or  reform  of  the  array,  and  resolved  **  that  the  regular  army  of  the 
United  States,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  January  next,oonsist  of  four  regi** 
ments  of  cavalry  or  light  dragoons ;  four  regiments  of  artillery ;  forty- 
nine  regiments  of  infantry,  exclusive  of  Colonel  Hazen's  regiment,  here- 
after mentioned ;  one  regiment  of  driificers.'^  By  the  same  resolve  the 
strength  of  ^ach  regiment  was  prescribed,  and,  among  others,  "  the  regi- 
ment of  artificers."  The  resolve  also  assigns  to  each  State  the  quota  to 
be  furnished  by  it  5  that  of  Pennsylvania  being  "  six  regii&ents  of  infant- 
ry, one  of  artillery,  one  of  cavahry,  and  one  of  arlifictr^J^  It  likewise 
directs  "  that  the  States  shall  select  from  the  line  of  the  army  a  proper 
number  of  officers  to  command  the  several  regiments  to  them  respectively- 
assigned."  It  further  directs  "  that  the  regiments  of  cavalry,  artillery, 
and  of  artificers^  as  they  now  stand,  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
States  respectively  to  which  they  are  assigned ;"  and  the  resolve  concludes 
as  follows :  "  And  whereas,  by  the  foregoing  arrangement,  many  deserv- 
ing officers  must  become  supernumerary,  and  it  is  proper  that  regard  be 
had  to  them.  Resolved j  That  from  the  time  the  reform  in  the  army  tajkes 
place,  they  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  seven  years,"  &c 

On  the  21st  of  October  Congress  completed  the  arrangement  of  the 
army,  and  by  a  resolve  of  that  date,  directed,  among  other  things,  the 
manner  in  which  the  officers  who  were  to  be  reduced,  and  those  who 
'were  to  be  continued  in  service,  should  be  selected,  and  determined  that 
"  the  officers  reduced  are  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life ;"  and  that  "  the 
officers  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  erKi  of  the  war  shall  also  be 
entitled  to  half  pay  during  hfe." 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident,  1st,  That  the  regiment  of  artificers 
formed  part  of  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States,  as  established  by 
the  resolves  of  October,  1780,  and  part  of  the  quota  of  that  army  assigned 
to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  2d,  That  the  promise  of  half  pay  for  life 
was  made  to  all  the  officers  of  that  army  who  were  reduced  under  those 
resolves,  or  should  continue  to  the  end  of  the  war;  and  it  follows  conclu- 
sively that  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  were  entitled  equally 
with  any  other  officers. 

This  conclusion  is  too  irresistible  to  need  support  or  corroboration  firom 
any  circumstance ;  but  the  consideration  naturally  suggests  itself,  that  it 
is  altogether  improbable  that  Congress  would  have  required,  or  Pennsyl- 
vania consented,  that  a  part  of  the  quota  of  that  State  should  be  excluded 
from  a  benefit  to  which  the  entire  quotas  qf  all  other  States  were  to  be 
entitled.  ' 

It  appears,  from  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  March  29, 1781,  that  Captain 
Jordan  was  retained  in  service  as  a  captain  of  artillery  artificers. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Jordan's  legal 
representatives. 


Mt 

Dbcbiibeb  2By  1$S7. 

Th6  Committee  on  Bevolutionary  Claiois^  to  whom  wa^s  referred  the 
petition  of  Hugh  M.  Pettus,  have  considered  the  same,  and  report  : 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  he  is  the  only  child  and  heir  of 
Samuel  0.  Pettus ;  that  the  said  Samuel  0.  Pettus  was  a  lieutenant  of 
in&ntry  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establisbm^t^  and  continued 
in  service  to  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war.  The  petitioner  prays  to  be 
allowed  the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  witii  interest,  in  lieu  of 
the  half  pay  for  life  granted  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  to  the  officers 
of  the  continental  line  senning  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

It  appears,  from  a  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  Virginia,  diat  die  said 
Samuel  O.  Pettus  received  a  certificate,  is3ued  on  the  18th  day  of  July^ 
1783,  for  the  balance  of  his  full  pay  as  ensign  and  Ueutenant  to  the  lOth 
Jane,  1781.  It  also  appears,  from  a  c(^y  of  the  records  of  the  land  office 
of  Virginia,  that  Ae  said  Samuel  0*  Pettud  received  a  warrant  for  the  pro* 
portion  of  land  allowed  a  li^utenaiot  in  the  continental  line^/or  the  war. 

The  coumittea^  being  satisfied  from  the  evidence  in  the  case  that  the 
said  Samuel  0.  Pettus  was  an  officer  in  the  continental  army,  and  served 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  report  a  biU. 


Janitart  4,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  and 
papers,  of  Nancy  Haggard  were  referred,  report : 

That  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  2d  day  of  July,  1836,  which  direct- 
ed the  payment  to  Nancy  Haggard,  only  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  Wil- 
liam Grymes,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,^nd  was 
slain  in  battle  on  the  1st  of  August,  1777,  the  principal' sum  due  to  her, 
for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  of  a  captain ;  which  principal  sum  has  been 
paid  to  her,  and  she  now  petitions  for  the  interest  due  thereon  at  the  time 
the  principal  was  paid.  The  committee  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the 
interest  claimed  is  justly  due  and  ought  to  be  paid,  and  report  a  bilL 


January  4,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  20th  of  December,  1836,  was  referred,  report : 

That  it  appears,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  principal  sum  due  to  Lieut. 
Thornton  Taylor,  on  account  of  his  commutation  pay,  for  his  serviccg  to 
the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  has  been  allowed  to  the  heirs  of  the 
said  Thornton  Taylor ;  and  that  the  said  heirs  now  claim  and  petition  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  which  had  accrued  on  the  said  principal  sum 
till  the  same  was  paid.  Your  committee,  under  the  influence  of  the  uni- 
form decision  of  Congress,  with  few  exceptions,  to  allow  interest  on  all 
c(Hnmmation  claims  when  the  principal  sum  has  been  ascertained  to  be 
due,  and  believing  the  act  of  Congress  of  March,  1783,  providing  for  com- 
Bautation  pay  contains  an  express  promise  to  pay  interest  thereon,  concur 
ili  the  opinion  that  interest  should  be  allowed  the^  petitioners  in  this  case ; 
and  report  a  bill  -  ? 
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Jakuart  4, 1898. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Eppes,  deceased, 
to  seven  years  half  pay,  mider  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  August, 
1780,  report: 

That,  by  the  journals  of  Congress,  it  appears  that  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1776,  Francis  Eppes,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  promoted  from  the 
grade  of  major  to  that  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  first  Virginia  regiment; 
that  by  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  State,  having  reference  to  the 
papers  of  General  Washington,  and  also  by  the  testimony  of  witnesses, 
It  is  satisfactorily  shown  to  the  committee  that  the  said  Francis  Eppes 
continued  in  the  service,  with  the  rank  above  mentioned,  until  his  death, 
which  happened  about  the  close  of  the  year  1776 ;  and  by  the  letter  of  the 
Third  Auditor  it  appears  that  the  seven  years*  half  pay  claimed  on  account 
of  his  services  has  not  been  paid.  That  at  the  time  of  his  death  Colonel 
Eppes  left  no  widow,  and  only  one  child,  Elizabeth  Kell  Eppes,  who  in- 
termarried with  Thomas  Woodliff,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Francis 
Eppes  Woodliff ;  that  upon  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  her  husband  contracted 
a  second  marriage,  and  had  issue  a  daughter,  Martha  Woodliff;  that 
Francis  Eppes  Woodliff  died  without  ever  having  married,  and  by  will 
gave  all  his  estate,  real  and  personal,  to  his  half-sister,  Martha  Woodliff, 
who  married  Robert  Lancer  j  that  she  has  since  died,  leaving  her  said 
husband  and  two  children  surviving. 

By  this  summary  notice  of  the  history  of  the  family,  it  is  at  once  appa- 
rent that  the  husband,  Robert  Lancer,  and  his  children,  (on  behalf  of 
whom  this  application  is  made,)  are  not  of  the  blood  of  Colonel  Eppes, 
the  officer.  In  construing,  however,  the  effect  and  operation  of  this  resolve 
of  Congress,  the  committee  feel  justified  upon  principle,  and  on  analogr 
to  the  practice  and  decisions  of  Congress  under  the  resolutions  giving  half 
pay  and  commutation  of  half  pay  for  revolutionary  services,  to  regard  the 
resolution  of  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  as  having  vested  a  right  to  the 
seven  years'  half  pay  in  the  daughter  of  Colonel  l^pes,  which  became  as 
absolute  and  transmissible  as  the  property  in  any  other  claim  not  actually 
reduced  into  possession,  and  that  they  are  now  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  that 
resolution,  who.  though  not  of  the  blood  of  Colonel  Eppes,  shall  happen  to 
stand  in  relation  of  next  of  kin  to  Martha  Woodliff,  who,  by  will  of  the 
grandson,  Francis  Eppes  Woodliff,  became  entitled  to  his  entire  property. 
The  committee,  however,  according  to  a  uniform  rule  which  they  have 
adopted,  do  not  propose  to  determine  by  name  the  individual  or  individ- 
uals who  are  entitled  to  relief,  but  report  a  bill  having  reference  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  under  which  this  claim  arises. 


Janttary  4,  183S. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Emory  Sudler  and  Elizabeth  A.  Sudler,  of  Annapolfej 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  children,  and  a  portion  of  the  heirs  at  law  of 
Emory  Sudler  and  Elizabeth  Sudler,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the 
other  heirs  at  law  of  said  Emory  and  Elizabeth  Sudler,  report : 


•Tl 

That  it  is  alle^  tfiM  one  William  Wright,  late  of  the  Skate  of  Mary- 
land, dece€ised,  lost,  by  haying  the  same  stolen^  with  a  large  quantity  of 
merchandise,  from  a  warehouse  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  year  1780, 
sundry  loan-office  certificates,  issued  from  the  loan  office  in  the  State  of 
Maryland;  that  the  said  William  Wright  died  in  the  year  1790,  leaving 
Elizabeth,  his  widow,  executrix  of  his  will,  and  devisee  of  these  certifi- 
cates; and  that  the  said  Elizabeth  afterwards  intermarried  with  Emory 
Sudler. 

The  committee  find  that  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress,  April  21, 1794> 
authorizing  the  renewal  of  loan-office  and  final  settlement  certificates 
which  had  been  accidently  destroyed,  if  presented  on  or  before  the  1st 
June,  1795;  after  which  they  were  to  be  barred.  Under  this  act  it  ap- 
pears, from  an  official  statement  signed  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  March  8, 1802,  and  which  is  printed  among  the  documents  of  Con- 
gress, that  application  was  made,  under  that  act,  on  the  20th  May,  1795, 
(within  the  time  limited  in  the  act,)  on  behalf  of  the  estate  of  William 
Wright,  for  renewal  and  payment  of  these  certificates.  The  claim,  it  is 
stated  by  the  accounting  officers,  was  "not  provided  for  by  the  act;"  the 
a<^  making  provision  for  the  renewal  of  certificates  only  which  had  been 
*^ accidentally  destroyed ;^^  whilst  those  of  Mr.  Wright  were  lost  by  rob* 
bery,  and  consequently  could  not  be  said  to  be  "accidentally  destroyed." 
The  general  act  upon  the  subject  not  embracing  their  case,  Emory  Sudler, 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  late  Elizabeth  Wright,  petitioned  Congress  in  1796, 
again  in  1800,  and  Mrs.  Sudler,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  again 
petitioned  in  ISIO.  The  Committee  of  Claims  made  a  report  on  the  two 
first  petitions,  as  well  as  on  several  other  petitions,  for  lost  or  destroyed 
certificates,  adverse  to  their  renewal,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  inexpe- 
dient at  that  time  again  to  open  the  door  of  limitation. 

A  list  of  the  numbers,  dates,  and  other  particulars  of  these  certificatecr, 
is  contained  in  an  official  certificate  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  dated  December  15,  1836,  and  which  accompanies  this  re- 
port; from  which  it  appears  that  their  specie  value  amounts  to  81,504  42; 
that  the  fact  of  their  loss  and  stoppage  of  payment  was  notified  to  the 
Treasury,  and  duly  entered  on  the  Treasury  books ;  and  that  they  still  re- 
mciin  outstanding,  and  are  unpaid  by  the  United  States. 

In  the  statement  .of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  March  8, 1802, 
which  has  been  referred  to,  are  several  other  cases  very  similar  to  that  of 
the  petitioners.  The  conamittee  find  that  most  of  these  cases  have  been 
since  settled  under  special  acts  of  Congress;  as  also  most  of  those  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  which  stated  that  it  was 
then  inexpedient  to  open  the  act  of  limitation. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  fifty-five  years  since  these  certificates  are  said  to 
have  been  stolen  from  their  owner,  and  it  is  upwards  of  forty-one  years 
since  formal  notice  thereof  was  given  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  payment  stopped,  should  payment  ever  be  claim- 
ed by  any  person  other  than  the  representatives  of  William  Wright.  No 
other  person  has  ever  claimed  payment,  nor  have  the  certificates  ever 
appeared  at  the  Treasury  ;  and  as  it  is  certified  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  that  they  are  still  outstanding  and  unpaid,  the  committee  do  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  their  liquidation  and 
payment  to  the  legal  representatives  of  William  Wright;  for  which  pur- 
pose a  bill  is  herewidi  reported. 


Umt  of  certain  han^ffice  certificates  issued  from  the  loan  oJUce  in 

Maryiand. 


No. 

Date. 

In  whove  favdr. 

Nominal 
amount. 

Speeie  valoe. 

uoe 

May  80,  1779 

WUliam  Wright 

0600 

;gl46  43 

1«03 

do 

do 

600 

46  49 

1904 

do 

do 

60D 

46  48 

1805 

do 

do 

600 

46  48 

1806 

do 

do 

600 

46  48 

1885 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1886 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1887 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1888 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1889 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1830 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1831 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1838 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1833 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1834 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1835 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1836 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1837 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1838 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1839 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1840 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1841 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

1848 

do 

do 

500 

38  65 

8475 

do 

do 

1,000 

77  40 

8476 

do 

do 

1,000 

77  40 

8477 

do 

do 

1,000 

77  40 

8478 

do 

do 

1,000 

77  40 

8479 

do 

do 

1,000 

77  40 

8480 

do 

do 

1,000 

77  40 

8481 

do 

do 

1,000 

77  40 

1437 

Jan.  30,  1779 

Arell,  Cooper,  &  Arell 

300 

^4  88 

Treasttrt  Department, 

Register's  Office^  December  15,  1S36. 
.  This  is  to  certify  that  it  appears,  firom  the  books  of  this  office  that  the 
loan-office  certificates  meationed  and  described  in  the  within  list  are  still 
outstanding  and  unpaid.  And  it  further  appears  that  a  claim  for  payment 
thereof  was  presented  at  the  Treasury  Department,  and  notice  given,  un^ 
der  the  act  of  the  24tfi  April,  1794,  that  said  certificates  had  been  lost  or 
stolen,  and  the  payment  thereof,  should  the  same  be  hereafter  piesented, 
sitopped. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Rtgister. 


8T* 

Janqakt  4, 1836. 

The  Coounittee  on  Revolutionary  Clauns,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petitioatof  Vause  Fox,  administrator  de  bonis  non  of  William  Vause,  de* 
ceased,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  commutation  pay  in  right  of  William  Vajuse^ 
deceased,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  evidence  referred  with 
the  petition  well  sustains  the  claim. 

William  Vause,  agreeaUy  to  a  letter  of  informaticMi  obtained  from  the 
Third  A\iditor  of  the  Treasury  Department,  app<»ars  upo^  the  rolls  of  the 
8th  Virginia  regiment  to  have  been  a  captain  from  the  19th  of  February^ 
1777,  the  time  of  his  appointment,  to  the  30th  of  November,  1779,  The 
records  of  his  office  furnish  no  information  of  his  services  after  this  time  ; 
but,  to  establish  the  continuance  of  his  services  beyoQd  this  period  and 
beyond  the  time  (21st  of  October,  1780)  at  which,  to  have  become  a  sn- 
pemumerary  officer,  was  no  divestiture  of  the  right  to  commutation  pay, 
the  following  evidence  is  beUeved  to  be  sufficient. 

The  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
shows  that  William  Vause  was  paid,  under  the  act  of  the  November  ses» 
slon,  1781,  of  that  State,  M565  1 9^.  for  his  services  in  the  continedatal  line, 
as  a  captain,  up  to  the  18th  of  February,  1781. 

His  heiis^  too,  were  allowed  a  warrant  for  666|  acres  of  land,  his  ad- 
ditional bounty  of  land  for  his  seventh  year's  service.  This  information 
is  supplied  by  the  certificate  of  Frederick  Keller,  a  c^erk  in  the  Gkoioml 
Land  Office. 

The  affidavit  of  Joseph  Vanmeter,  certified  to  be  a  man  of  unques- 
tionable veracity,  sets  forth  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Captain 
WiUiam  Vause,  of  the  12th  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establish- 
ment during  the  revolutionary  war  ;  that  he  knew  said  Vause  firom  the 
time  he  entered  the  service  until  the  day  of  his  death,  and  served  with 
him  in  the  said  regiment ;  that  the  said  Vause  returned  home^iA^^  befoie 
the  close  of  the  war,  as  a  supemamerary  officer,  and  never  resigned  his 
commission. 

The  affidavit  of  William  Inskeep,  an  authenticated  copy  of  which  is 
filed  with  the  petition,  conoborates  the  statement  that  William  Vause  was 
iu  the  continental  service,  and  became  a  supernumerary  officer  at  a  late 
period  of  the  war. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  aUowiog  commutation  pay  to  his  legal 
representative. 


JAmjLMY  4,  183S. 

The  Committee  on  Bevohitionary  Claims,  to  which  was  r^9rred  the 
petition  of  Israel  White,  legal  representative  of  the  late  Captain  Tarpley 
White,  and  of  Lieutenant  John  White,  have  had  the  same  under  their 
consideration,  and  report : 

That,  by  the  deposition  of  Rowley  White,  and  that  of  Samuel  Tinsley^ 
(the  latter  of  whom  was  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution,)  it  ap- 
pears that  the  said  Tarpley  White  was  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the 
ftevi^UjUon. 


fir4 

The  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  in  Virginia  shows  that, 
on  the  15th  of  July ,  1783,  a  miUtary  land  bounty  warrant  for  four  thous- 
and acres;  and  on  the  1st  of  June,  1805,  two  other  such  warrants  for 
three  hundred  and  thirty-rthree  and  one*third  acres,  each,  were  issued  by 
the  Slate  of  Virginia  to  Tarpley  White,  for  seven  years'  services  as  a 
captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  line. 

The  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  in  Virginia,  also  filed 
in  the  case,  shows  that,  upon  the  settlement  of  accounts  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  ^passed  at  its  No- 
vember session,  in  the  year  1781,  a  certificate  issued,  on  the  13th  March, 
1783,  in  the  name  of  Tarpley  White,  as  a  captain  of  infantry,  for  ^6358 
18*.  6rf.  for  services  continuing  down  to  the  15th  February,  1781. 

In  addition  to  this  evidence,  the  certificate  of  General  Robert  Porter- 
field,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  proves  that  Tarp- 
ley White  served  in  that  war,  as  a  captain,  in  the  campaigns  of  1780  aud 
1781. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  your  committee  cannot  hesitate  in  the 
opinion  that  Tarpley  White  was  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution 
on  continental  establishment ;  *and,  nothing  appearing  to  induce  a  suspi- 
cion that  he  resigned,  or  otherwise  divested  himself  of  his  title  to  his 
commutation  pay,  tliey  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  entitled 
to  it ;  and  accordingly  report  a  bill. 

As  to  the  case  of  John  White,  your  committee  are  fully  satisfied  that 
he  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  Revolntion.  His  commission,  filed 
in  the  case,  establishes  the  fact ;  but,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  they  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  he  received  his  commutation  pay. 
The  records  of  the  War  Department,  according  to  a  letter  (filed;  of  the 
Third  Auditor,  show  that  an  officer  of  the  same  name  and  grade  did  re- 
ceive his  commutation  pay ;  and,  although  it  is  clear  that  there  were  two 
officers  of  the  same  name  in  the  service,  yet  they  think  the  John  White 
in  whose  right  the  pethioner  claims  is  the  individual  who  received  his 
conmiutation  pay,  b^ause  he  (the  latter)  acted  as  a  paymaster,  and  had 
a  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  Government  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  war.  The  presumption  is  natural  that  he  did  claim  all  that  was  due 
to  him  from  the  Government. 

The  committee  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resohedy  That  so  much  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  as  relates  to  the 
claim  of  commutation  pay,  on  account  of  the  services  of  John  White,  as 
a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  be  rejected. 


January  4,  1838. 

The  Conunittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Joel  Hardaway,  deceased,  report : 

That  the  petitioners  claim  conunutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  on  ac- 
count of  the  alleged  revolutionary  services  of  their  ancestor,  Joel  Hard- 
away, deceased ;  and,  also,  payment  of  the  specie  value  of  a  warrant  for 
^een  thousand  pounds,  siid  to  have  issued  in  his  favor  for  advance^ 
ments  made  to  the  Government  in  1787*  The  letter  of  the  Third  Auditor 
states  that  the  records  of  the  Pension  Office  show  that  Joel  Haidaway 
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was  a  lidute&&]it  in  the  4th  South  Carolina  regiment,  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution ;  but  that  they  afford  no  evidence  of  the  commencement  or 
termination  of  his  services.  Various  private  memorandums  are  filed, 
purporting  to  show  payn^ents  made  by  the  said  Hardaway,  in  the  char- 
acter of  lieutenant  ouring  the  revolutionary  war,  and  coming  down  to 
1782.  No  testimony  is  afforded  to  prove  even  the  genuine  dbaracter  of 
these  papers,  which,  at  best,  would  afford  but  slight  proof  towards  estab- 
lishing the  claim  to  commutation.  The  only  foundation  that  is  laid  for 
the  other  branch  of  the  claim  consists  of  an  alleged  copy  of  a  receipt, 
said  to  be  signed  by  John  Hopkins,  assistant  paymaster,  with  an  endorse- 
ment by  Nathaniel  Lucas,  stating  that  the  original  had  been  received  by 
him  in  order  to  a  final  settlement;  and  a  letter  purporting  to  be  written 
by  one  Isaac  Hicks,  having  reference  to  the  delivery  of  this  warrant  to 
Mr.  Lucas.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  character  and  extent 
of  the  testimony  submitted  to  them  do  not  justify  the  grantmg  of  relief 
under  either  branch  of  the  claim  set  forth  by  the  petitioners :  they  there- 
fore adopt  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved  J  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Januabt  4,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  EUzctbeth  Burton,  the  widow  and  devisee  of  James  Burton, 
report : 

That  the  petitioner  represents,  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1776, 
James  Burton  was  commissioned  an  ensign,  and  went  to  the  North, 
where  he  remained  in  active  service  till  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1778, 
when  he  was  sent  on  the  recruiting  service.  In  the  spring  of  the  year 
1779  he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Francis 
Taylor,  then  stationed  in  Charlotteville,  and  continued  in  active  service 
till  that  regiment  was  disbanded,  in  1781,  when  he  became  supernumer- 
ary, as  did  the  other  officers,  and  remained  so  imtil  the  end  of  the  war, 
but  remained  always  ready  and  liable  to  be  called  into  active  service ; 
and  that  he  never  received  the  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay 
promised  to  such  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army  as  should  serve  to 
the  end  of  the  war ;  and  the  petitioner  prays  Congress  to  allow  her  the 
five  years'  full  pay  promised  by  the  resolutions  of  3ie  old  Congress. 

By  the  certificate  of  William  Gordon,  Esq.,  the  clerk  who  has  charge 
of  the  Boimty  Land  Office,  it  appears  that  an  original  commission,  dated 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  Sth  of  November,  1776,  and  signed  by  John  Han- 
cock, President  of  Congress,  appointing  James  Burtoa  an  ensign  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  is  on  file  in  that  office ;  and  that  a  warrant 
for  300  acres  of  land  issued  on  the  8th  of  March,  1833,  to  the  devisees 
of  Captain  James  Burton,  of  the  Virginia  line. 

By  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  it  appears  that,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at 
the  November  session,  V781,  a  certificate  issued  on  the  29th  day  of  July, 
17S3,  in  the  name  of  James  Burton,  as  a  Ueutenant  and  adjutant  of  in- 
fantry, for  je305  3^.  2rf.,  and  was  given  for  services  prior  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1782;  to  wit:  as  Ueutenant,  in  Colonel  Taylpr'^  regiment, 


from  the  18th  of  January,  1779,  to  the  8th  of  October  following;  and 
9s  daptain,  from  the  8th  of  October,  1779,  to  the  13th  of  December,  1780. 

It  further  appears,  by  the  certificate  of  Frederick  Keller,  a  clerk  in  the 
General  Land  OflSce,  that  the  records  of  that  office  show  that  a  warranty 
No.  6053,  for  2,666i  acres,  was  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
James  Burton  for  his  three  years'  services  in  the  continental  line  as  a 
lieutenant ;  and  that  another  warrant.  No.  7650,  for  2,055  acres,  was 
granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  Elizabeth  Burton  and  others,  devisees 
of  said  James  Burton,  for  his  services  as  a  captain  from  March,  1776,  to 
the  end  of  the  war. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  evidence,  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  cer- 
tificate of  John  Roberts,  who  was  a  major  of  the  reghnent  of  guards  to 
guard  the  "convention  troops  of  Burgoyne*s  army,'*  is  filed  in  the  case, 
which  shows  that  James  Burton,  of  Orange  county,  was  first  a  lieutenant, 
and  subsequently  a  captain,  in  the  regiment  that  had  under  guard  the 
"convention  troops  of  Burgoyne's  army,'*  at  the  barradcs,  in  Albemarle 
county,  and  that  he  continued  in  the  service  until  that  regiment  was  dis- 
charged, which  was  done  about  May,  1781. 

James  Burton  seems  to  have  remained  a  supernumerary  from  this 
time  until  the  end  of  the  war.  The  committee  think  the  claim  good,  and 
therefore  report  a  bill  in  favor  of  it. 


January  4, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Garland  Burnley,  deceased,  report : 

The  petitioners,  grandchildren  of  Captain  Garland  Burnley,  deceased, 
state  that  their  ancestor  entered  the  army  of  the  Revolution  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war ;  that  he  first  engaged  in  the  **  minute  service"  of 
Virginia,  and  was  in  a  hard-fought  action  neat  the  borough  of  Norfolk; 
that  in  the  year  1776  he  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  Captain  Spencer's 
company  of  regulars,  raised  in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance  of  the  Gen«al 
Convention;  that  in  1778, he  was  appointed  a  captain  in  Colonel  Francis 
Taylor's  regiment,  acknowledged  by  repeated  acts  of  the  Government  to 
have  been  a  continental  regiment;  and  that  he  served  until  Jtme,  1781, 
when  the  regiment  was  disbanded,  and  he  became  a  supernumerary, 
without  resigning  his  commission,  and  subject  to  orders  until  the  close  of 
of  the  war. 

This  statem«rt  of  the  petitioners  is  verified  by  the  tettimony  submit- 
ted with  the  petition.  From  a  report  made  by  the  Oratige  county  com- 
mittee, pursuant  to  an  ordinance  of  the  General  Convention,  and  signed 
«  Thomas  Barbour,  chairman,''  and  «  Benjamin  Johnston,  clerk,'*  it  ap- 
pears that  Lieutenant  Burnley  had  been  in  the  minute  service,  and  was 
appointed  a  lieutenant  in  Spencer's  company  of  ^regulars,  to  be  raised  in 
that  county,  and  was  engaged  in  enlisting  men.  From  a  certificate  signed 
*' Robert  Taylor,  jr.,"  it  appears  that,  from  an  account-book  kept  in  the 
handwriting  of  Colonel  Francis  Taylor,  of  the  continental  line,  purporting 
to  be  an  account  of  the  moneys  charged  to  the  diflferent  officers  and  men 
in  service  with  him,  Garland  Burnley  is  charged  with  difierent  sums; 
end,  atto,  <^  that  the  boofcil  and  papers  of  the  ssdKi  Colonel  Tayior  prove  thst 


much  confidence  was  reposed  in  Captain  Burnley,  and  that  the  pay  and 
muster-rolls  of  his  company  show  that  he,  the  said  Burnley,  was  in 
actual  service  as  late  as  the  spring  of  17S1.''  By  a  certificate  from  the 
Auditor's  office  of  Virg^ia,  it  appears  that  Garland  Burnley  was  paid, 
for  services  as  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  line,  to  June  15^ 
1781 ;  and  by  another  certificate  flrom  the  United  States  bounty  land 
office^  signed  <<  William  Gordon,''  it  is  shown  that  a  land  warrant  for  the 
quantity  of  acres  to  which  a  captain  was  entitled  was  issued  to  the  heirs 
at  law  of  Garland  Burnley,  and  to  which  those  only  belonging  to  the 
continental  line,  and  serving  to  the  close  of  the  war,  or  discharged  by  the 
order  of  Congress,  were  entitled. 

From  this  testimony  it  is  evident  that  Burnley  was  a  captain  in  the 
Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment ;  that  he  served  until  after  the 
new  arrangement  of  the  army,  under  the  resolves  of  1780,  actually  until 
June,  1781,  when  he  became  a  retirii)g  o£9cer,  without  resigning  his 
commission,  and  always  holding  himself  ready  to  obey  orders ;  that  he 
thereby  became  entitled  to  the  half  pay  for  Ufe  promised  by  the  resolves 
of  October,  1780,  and  consequently  to  the  five  years'  full  pay,  granted  in 
lieu  thereof,  by  the  resolution  of  March,  178S.  This  being  unpaid,  ac* 
cording  to  the  testimony  of  the  Third  Auditor,  a  bill  is  reported  for  the 
relief  of  the  petitioners. 


January  4,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Francis  A.  Thornton  and  Elizabeth  P.  Gwin,  report  : 

That  the  petitioners  are  the  children  and  legal  representatives  of  Cap- 
tain Presley  Thornton,  and,  as  such,  claim  the  five  years'  full  pay,  m 
commutation  of  the  half  pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolves  of  Congress 
to  such  oflScers  of  the  continental  army  as  should  serve  to  the  close  of  the 
war  ;  which  they  assert  he  had  never  received  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  year  1811. 

They  prove  that  their  father.  Captain  Thornton,  served  in  Colon^ 
George  Baylor's  regiment  of  light  dragoons  until  the  cbse  of  the  war,l)y 
the  testimony  of  General  James  Wood,  of  the  American  revolutioneryj 
army,  who  expressly  states  that  "  Captain  Presley  Thornton,  late  of  Bay: 
lor's  regiment  of  cavalry,  entered  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  pript 
to  the  loth  of  November,  1776,  and  continued  in  service  until  the  condu; 
sion  of  the  war,  in  November,  1783;"  upon  which  testimony  Captain 
Thornton  received  bounty  land  from  the  State  of  Virginia  for  "  his  seventh 
year's  service."  As  a  fbrther  proof,  they  give  the  testimony  of  Benjamii;i 
Temple,  late  lieutenant  colonel  commanding  second  regiment  of  Usrht  dra- 
goons, who  certifies  that,  to  his  personal  knowledge,  Captain  Presley 
Thornton,  late  of  Colonel  George  Baylor's  regiment  of  light  dragoons  in 
the  United  States  army,  was  in  actual  service  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ¥ra» 
in  1783.  The  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  certifies  that  there  is  noth- 
ing upon  record  in  that  office  to  show  that  the  commutation  now  claimed 
has  been  heretofore  paid. 

The  conunittee,  believing  the  daim  well  bounded  and  unpaid,  report  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 
48 
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Januabt  5,  1838, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claiinsy  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Edmund  Chi'istian  and  Nancjr  Hiiiiardy  hare  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  they  are  the  only  heirs  of  WUliaoi 
H.  Gregory,  who  was  the  son  and  only  child  of  William  Gregory,  who 
was  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Kevolu- 
tion,  and  that  he  died  in  that  serrice  ;  and  that  the  seven  years^  half  pay 
to  which  the  said  William  H.  Gregory  became  entitled  on  account  of  th^- 
death  of  his  father,  has  never  been  paid.  They  therefore  pray  Congress 
to  pass  an  act  directing  the  seven  years'  hedf  pay,  aforesaid,  with  interest, 
to  be  paid  to  them. 

The  evidence  upon  which  the  claim  is  grounded  is  as  follows : 

First :  A  certificate  of  the  county  court  of  Charles  City  county^  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit :  "  At  a  court 
of  monthly  session,  begun  and  held  for  Charles  City  coimty,  at  the  court- 
house, on  Thursday,  the  1,5th  September,  1836,  Ordered^  That  it  be  certi- 
fied that  it  is  proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  Captt^in  William 
Gregory,  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  died  in  the  year  1776,  leaving  an 
only  child,  a  son,  William  H.  Gregory,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  bis  estate ; 
that  the  said  William  H.  Gregory  died  in  the  year  1829,  without  issue, 
and  bequeathed  his  personal  estate  to  his  wife,  Frances,  and  Edmund 
Christian,  his  half  brother ;  that  Edmund  Christian  and  Nancy  Hiiliard, 
who  was  Nancy  Christian,  of  New  Kent  county,  are  the  half  brother  and 
sister  of  the  said  William  H.  Gregory,  deceased,  and  are  the  only  heirs  to 
any  and  all  the  property  not  specified  in  the  will  of  the  said  Wuliam  H. 
Gregory.'' 

Second  :  Extracts  from  the  journal  of  the  committee  of  safety,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  certified  to  be  correctly  copied  by  James  E.  Heath,  au- 
ditor of  public  accounts  ;  which  extracts  are  as  follow,  viz  : 

••  Friday,  Sih  March,  1776. 

<*A  warrant  to  Capt.  Wm.  Gregory,  pd.  £20  10*.  for  his  recruiting 
expenses  and  balance  of  county  money  in  Charles  City  county. 

«  Ordered,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  this  place  direct  the  mjurch 
of  Captain  Gibson's  rifle  company,  also  of  either  Captain  Gregory's  com- 
pany, from  Charles  City,  or  Capt.  Ja.  Johnston's,  from  Lunenberg,  as  upon 
a  review  shall  appear  to  be  best  fitted  to  reinforce  the  troops  stationed  at 
Suflblk,  as  soon  as  possible." 

''  Sunday y  the  loth  Mar chj  1776. 

«  Capt  Gregory,  and  Lieutenants  Dunn  and  Gregory,  and, Ensign  Bell, 
of  the  sixth  battalion,  attended,  received  their  commis^otts,  took  the  oath 
prescribed  by  convention,  and  subscribed  the  article^s  of  war." 

Third:  A  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  in 
snewerto  one  from  Francis  A.  Dickins,  Esq.,  of  Washington  city ;  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  name  of  William  Gregory  is  upon  a  certified 
oopry  of  a  list  of  officers  of  the  Virginia  service  among  the  papers  of  Gen- 
eral Washington,  on  file  in  the  State  Department,  as  captain  in  the  sixth 
Virginia  regiment,  with  the  words  <<  Captain  Gregory  dead"  written  op- 
pQi^e  to  it. 


Fourth  :  A  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  in  the  Common* 
wealth  of  Virginia  shows  that  it  does  not  appear  from  the  records  of  his 
office  that  William  Gregory,  a  captain  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution  in 
the  continental  line,  his  heirs  or  representatives,  ever  received  the  seven 
years'  half  pay  allowed  by  act  of  Assembly,  passed  October,  1780,  or  un- 
der any  other  authority. 

Fifth  :  By  a  letter  of  Peter  Hagner,  Third  Auditor,  it  appears  that, 
there  is  nothing  on  the  records  of  his  office  to  show  that  William  Gregory 
was  a  captain  of  the  sixth  Virginia  regiment  of  the  army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and,  consequently,  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  the  payment  of  the- 
seven  years*  half  pay  to  his  widow  or  any  other  person. 

Dpbn  the  whole  evidence,  the  committee  decide  that  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  is  due  from  the  Government,  on  account  of  the  death  of  Captain 
William  Gregory  in  the  continental  service  ;  and  accordingly,  without  de- 
ciding the  questton  to  whom  payment  should  be  made,  they  report  a  bill, 
directing  payment  to  be  made  to  those  who  are  entitled  to-  receive  it, 
under  the  resolution  of  34th  August,  1780. 


Januart  9,  183ft. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Thomas  and  Nathaniel  Thomas,  report  : 

That  the  petition  states  the  petitioners  are  the  only  sons  and  surviving 
children  of  John  Thomas,  a  major  general  in  the  revolutionary  war ;  that 
the  said  John  Thomas,  from  the  commencement  of  the  said  war  until  his 
decease,  was  in  actual  service ;  that,  while  in  command  of  a  large  body 
of  troops  in  Canada,  he  was  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  the  smallpox, 
of  which  disease  he  died  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  1776,  at  ChamWjr.  The 
petition  prays  that  the  same  bounty  awarded  by  Congress  to  major  gen- 
erals in  the  revolutionary  army,  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  may 
be  granted  to  the  petitioners. 

The  committee  report  against  the  petition,  for  the  reasons  that  there  is 
no  proof  in  support  of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition^  and  that 
the  case,  if  admitted  to  be  true  as  stated  by  the  petitioners,  does  not  fall 
within  any  of  the  resolutions  or  laws  of  Congress  on  the  subject 


JAiniABV  .9,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Wallace,  the  only  heir  at  law  of  William  Wallace,  de- 
ceased, report : 

The  petition  states  that  William  Wallace,  of  Johnstown,  county  of 
Montgomery,  and  State  of  New  York,  was  the  father  of  the  petitioner ; 
that  he  was  a  lieutenant,  and  served  as  such  during  the  revolutionary  war 
between  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  a  regiment  of  infantry  commanded  by  Colonel  James  Livii^ton,  of  the 
New  York  line  of  infantry ;  and  that  at  no  time  did  the  said  William  Wal- 
lace receive  from  Government  fi^e  years'  foU  pay,  or  any  part  thereof,  in 


oommutation  of  half  pay  for  life,  as  lieutenant,  provided  by  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  October,  1780;  that  the  said  William  Wallace  was  igno- 
rant of  his  claims  in  this  respect  ^^)on  Government  until  towards  the  close 
of  his  life ;  and  that  the  said  William  Wallace  departed  this  life  in  Janu- 
ary, 1837,  intestate,  and  leaving  the  petitioner  sole  and  only  heir  at  law 
of  the  said  deceased. 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  is,  that  Congress  will  pass-a  law  granting  to 
the  petitioner  full  pay  for  five  yeeurs,  in  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life, 
to  which  his  ancestor,  the  said  William  Wallace,  was  entitled  as  lieuten- 
ant in  said  regiment. 

The  death  of  the  said  William  Wallace  aX  Johnstown,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1837,  and  that  the  said -John 
Wallace  is  his  sole  heir  aX  law,  are  satisfactorily  established  by  proof. 

It  is  proved  by  a  document  from  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  of  the  5th  day  of  January,  1838,  (hat  William 
Wallace  was  a  lieutenant  in  Colonel  James  Livingston's  regiment,  and 
that  he  resigned  on  the  17th  of  August,  1779.  It  is  certified  by  said  doc- 
ument that  this  fact  appears  from  a  record  of  the  New  York  line. 

A  letter  from  the  War  Department,  Pension  Office,  dated  January  6, 
1838,  to  the  committee,  says,  "  that  William  Wallace,  who  was  a  lieuten- 
ant in  Colonel  James  Livingston's  regiment,  entered  the  service  on  the 
6th  May,  1777,  and  resigned  the  17th  August,  1779.  This  clearly  ap- 
pears, not  only  from  an  affidavit  on  file  in  this  office,  but  from  the  records 
also."  The  conmii<|ee  therefore  decide  and  report  against  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner. 


Javuart  9,  1838. 

'the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mai^aret  White,  widow  of  Colonel  Anthony  Walton  White, 
report: 

This  case  has  been  repeatedly  examined,  and  favorable  reports  made 
thereon  by  different  committees  appointed  on  revolutionary  claims,  ac- 
companied by  bills  of  relief  It  has  again  been  re-exami^ed ;  and  a  for- 
mer report,  d^tailin^  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  giving  a  part  of  the  evi- 
dence, has  been  concurred  in,  adopted,  and  annexed  to  this,  with  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

At  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
White  pas^  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  after  a  full  de- 
bate, but  was  arrested  on  the  question  of  engrossment,  under  the  sugges- 
tion that  Colonel  Wiutd  might  not  have  settled  with  the  State  of  Y irgima, 
and  that  the  United  States  might,  in  such  a  case^  become  liable  to  that 
State.  In  consequence,  at  the  request  of  the  committee,  the  bill  was 
postponed,  that  time  might  be  had  to  consult  the  authorities  of  Virginia 
on  the  sut^ect.  A  reply  to  the  inquiries  made  was  not  received  until  it 
had  become  too  late  to  act  again  on  the  hill  during  that  session. 

The  information  obtained  from  Virginia,  and  other  sources,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  clearly  establishes  the  feet  that  Colonel  White  had 
settlements  both  with  Virginia  and  the  United  States — with  the  former  on 
the  30th  day  of  January^  1787,  and  with  the  latter  c^  the  li^h  of  March, 
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1785,  and  mh  of  March,  1789 ;  in  aH  of  which  settlements  balances  were 
foandy  not  against  him,  but  due  to  him,  and  that  these  balances  were 
paid  in  final  settlement  certificates. 

It  is  well  known  that  Virginia  did  not  issue  final  settlement  certificates 
as  long  as  a  balance  appeared  against  a  claimant.  It  is  equally  well 
known  that  the  United  States  acted  on  the  same  principle,  and  even  with- 
held pensions  until  it  was  clearly  shown  that  there  was  no  balance  due 
from  the  claimant  to  the  United  States.  (Vide  resolve  of  July  12, 1787.) 
It  is  also  known  that  the  United  States  issued  no  commutation  certificates 
until  the  accounts  of  officers  were  adjusted,  and  di  certainty  existed  that 
there  T^as  no  balance  due  them  from  the  officer.  Yet  Colonel  White  re- 
oeiyed  a  final  settlement  certificate  from  Virginia,  as  certified  by  the  Au- 
ditor of  that  State ;  firom  the  United  States,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Hagner, 
Third  Anditor  of  the  Treasury ;  and  commutation  certificates,  as  appears 
from  the  records  of  the  War  Department.  How,  under  such  circum- 
stances^ can  it  be  supposed  that  his  accounts  were  unsettled,  and  a  balance 
existing  against  him  ? 

That  the  11150,000,  continental  paper  money,  the  value  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  depreciation  then  established,  was  $3,750,  and  now 
claimed,  was  never  paid,  appears  distinctly  from  an  original  paper  signed 
by  John  Pendleton,  Auditor  of  Virginia,  dated  January  80, 1787,  show- 
ing a  settlement  of- Colonel  Whitens  paper^wney  account  with  Virginia-, 
and  containing  a  list  of  four  receipts  disallowed,  and  the  reasons  for  their 
disallowance;  among  them,  the  identical  charge  of  money  advanced  to 
Captain  Belfield,  and  for  which  the  present  claim  is  made.  This  paper, 
in  connexion  with  the  explanatory  certificate  of  Mr.  Auditor  Heath,  (a 
copy  of  which  as  well  as  of  the  paper  itself  is  hereto  annexed,)  conclu-^ 
sively  proves  that  all  the  accounts  of  Colonel  White  with  Virginia  were 
settled  at  that  time,  as  it  expressly  speaks  of  the  paper-money  account, 
and  bears  the  same  date  as  the  final  settlement  certificate  granted  by  Vir^^ 
ginia  to  Colcm^l  White  for  the  balance  of  his  pay,  and  which  was  for- 
warded by  the  Auditor  of  that  State  to  the  coBimittee. 

Upon  reviewing  the  whole  case,  and  all  the  testimony  for  and  against, 
the  committee  ar^  fully  convinced  that  the  claim  is  well  founded ;  and 
trust  that,  after  the  many  unfortunate  and  accidental  delays  which  it  has 
sustained, justice  will  at  length  be  accorded  to  the  widow  of  a  most  mer- 
itorious officer,  who  has  strong  claims  upon  the  Government,  not  only  for 
justice,  but  the  most  distinguished  generosity.  She  asks  only  for  strict 
justice. 

Her  own  large  fortune,  and  that  of  her  husband,  (one  of  the  most 
Tvealthy  men  of  the  country  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution — 
their  conjoint  estates  being  a  princely  fortune,)  was  all  absorbed  in  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  and  in  the  scarcely  equalled 
patriotism  of  her  husband  in  the  day  and  hour  of  his  country  *s  need.  He 
descended  in  poverty  to  an  untimely  grave,  writhing  under  a  sense  of  na- 
tional injustice ;  whilst  she,  bending  to  the  earth  under  a  weight  of  four- 
score years,  is  lingering  out  existence  dependent  on  the  exertions  of  an 
only  and  widowed  daughter,  who  supports  herself,  her  own  orphan  chil- 
dren, and  her  aged  mother,  by  teaching  an  academy  :  and  all  this  whilst 
the  Government,  rich  beyond  the  example  of  nations,  is  actually  with- 
holding money  which  the  husband  and  father  advanced  to  feed  ana  clothe 


the  naked  and  sfar^iog  soldiers  of  his  country* — ^diers  whom  he  coio- 
mandedy  and  often  led,  vrith  nnsurpa&sed  bravery,  to  battle  and  to  victory. 
The  aged  widow  still  prays  and  hopes  for  justice,  and  speedy  justice, 
from  her  country.  Shall  her  hopes  be  again  disappointed,  and  tie  feeble 
tenure  upon  which  she  holds  life  be  broken  by  the  shock  ? 


Copy  of  the, original  certijicatt  of  John  Pendlel  on^  Auditor  qf  Ptrgi$ua. 

Auditor's  Officj^,  Janfjufty  30, 1787. 
Receipts  disallowed  in  the  settlement  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  White's  pa> 
per-lnoney  account : 

John  Belfiekl,  dated  July  4, 1780  -  -  ^5,000 

James  Gunn,  dated  June  ^^^  1780  -  -  6^900 

John  Watts,  dated  March  7, 1781  -  -  4,134 

Alexander  St  Clair,  account    -  -  -  357 

The  Auditor  cannot  admit  these  debts  until  it  appe^trs  the  money  was 
actually  expended  in  the  public  service ;  whenever  that  fact  is  ascertain- 
ed, those  sums  will  be  allowed  and  reduced  agreeably  to  law. 

JOHN  PENDLETON. 

[The  receipts  of  J«xDet  Gunn  and  John  Watts,  at  ahove,  disallowed  by  the  Auditor  of  Yiv- 
ginia,  were  allowed  in  his  settlement  with  the  United  States.] 


Certificate  qf  James  E.  Heathy  present  Auditor  of  Virginia^  as  to  the 
identity  oj  Mr,  Pendleton^ s  certificate,  and  as  to  Colonel  Whitens 
settlement  with  Virginia* 

Auditor's  Oprics, 

Virginia,  June  2,  1837. 
The  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Anthony  W  While  has  shown  to 
me  an  original  paqper,  dated  30th  January,  1787,  which  I  know  to  be  in 
the  handwriting  of  John  Pendleton,  at  that  time  auditor  of  public  ac- 
counts of  this  Conunonwealth ;  by  which  paper  it  appears  that  a  settle- 
ment had  been  made  of  tlie  '^paper-money  account  ^^  of  Colonel  White, 
in  which  description  of  account  I  presume  would  be  included  the  within- 
mentioned  charge  of  jll50,000,  that  sum  having  been  advanced  to  Colonel 
White  on  the  7th  September,  1781,  as  appears  from  a  copy  of  his  receipt 
to  Foster  Webb,  attested  by  said  Webb,  and  as  the  charge  of  the  same 
was  made  on  the  books  of  the  Commonwealth  against  Colonel  White  sev- 
eral months  anterior  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Pendleton's  original  paper  show- 
ing that  Colonel  White's  ^^paper-money  account ''  had  been  settled.  On 
the  day  of  this  settlement,  to  wit,  the  30th  January,  1787,  a  certificate 
issued  to  Colonel  Wliite  for  the  balance  of  his  full  pay,  (or  depreciation,) 
and  I  should  presume  that  that  certificate  would  not  have  issued  if  Col- 
onel White  had  been  in  arrears  to  the  Commonwealth.    It  appears,  more- 
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oTer,  that  this  item  of  {8150,000  is  copdited  to  the  Commonwealth  in  an 
account  made  out  by  Mr.  Pierce,*  and  bearing  the  marks  of  antiquity ; 
which  has  also  been  shown  to  me  by  the  agent  of  Colonel  White's  heirs. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  think  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the  sum  of 
11150,000,  within  charged,  must  have  been  embraced  in  the  settlement  re- 
ferred to  in  the  paper  signed  by  Mr.  Pendleton.  It  is  probable  that  the 
book  containing  that  aettlement,  and  the  vouchers  connected  therewith, 
may  have  been  delivered  to  the  commissioners  who  adjusted  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  several  States;  though  of  that  I  cannot, 
of  course,  speak  with  confidence.  There  are  many  such  balances  stand- 
ing  on  the  account-books  of  this  office,  which  we  take  to  be  more  nomi' 
nal  than  real 

JAMES  E.  HEATH, 

Auditor  qf  Virginia. 


CeriificfUtofthe^Audiiw  qf  Virginia  that  a  final  settlement  certificate 
W€Uf  granted  to  Colonel  fVhite  on  the  90th  January^  1787,  the  sawe 
day  thai  Mr.  Pendleton  certifies  that  he  had  settled  his  paper-money 
accounts 

This  is  to  certify  that  it  appears,  from  a  list  in  this  office  of  such  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,  during  the  rcvolutionarv 
war,  as  settled  their  accounts,  and  received  certificates  for  the  balance  of 
their  full  pay,  according  to  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  the  November  ses- 
sion, 1781,  that  a  certificate  issued  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  1787) 
in  the  name  of  Anthony  W.  White,  as  lieutenant  cotoiwl  of  cavalry,  for 
£597  I6s.  Id.',  which  certificate  appears  to  have  been  delivered  to  him- 
self, and  was  given  for  services  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1782  ;  to  wit  j 
firom  the  1st  August,  1780,  to  the  Slst  December,  1781. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  Auditor's  office,  Richmond,  this  7th  day 
of  January,  1837. 

[No  seal  of  office.]  JAMES  E.  HEATH, 

^u4Rior  of  Virginia. 


Copy  qf  the  resolve  qf  Congress  qf  July  12, 1787. 

On  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  it  was 

Resolved  J  That  all  officers  of  Che  line  of  the  late  army  who  may  be  en- 
titled to  pensions,  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  Congress  in  that  behalf 
made,  shall,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  such  pension,  deposite  with  the 
proper  officer  appointed  to  discharge  the  same,  in  the  State  in  which  they 
reside,  a  certificate  from  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  purporting 
that  no  balance  is  due  from  the  claimant  to  the  United  States. 

[It  was  after  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  (t.  e.  on  the  12th  Man^ 
1788,  and  6th  March,  1789,)  that  Colonel  White  received  his  final  settle-- 
ment  certificates  and  commutation  certificates  from  the  United  States.] 

*Tlie  United  Stites  comraunoner  for  Mttfing  the  aoooants  <tf  officen  of  the  revolutMHiiy 
•rmy,  and  for  irauing  find  fletUemsnt  ceitificatos.  Thii  officer  prepared  ColoBei  White**  «•- 
counts  for  setikmeot  with  V iiginia. 


S84 

jAVVAmr  14^  1636. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Margaret  White,  widow  of  Colonel  Anthony  Walton  White, 
report: 

That  this  case  was  examined,  and  a  favorable  report  made  thereon, 
aoeompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  rflief  of  the  petitioner,  at  the  second  sessfioii 
of  the  last  Congress.  The  committee,  on  a  re-examination,  adopt  the 
former  report,  and  annex  it  to  this.  The  bill  which,'  owing  to  the  pre»- 
sore  of  other  and  prior  business,  coald  not  receive  the  action  of  the  House, 
i$  again  reported. 

JAirtrAKr  15,  1835. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Margaret  White,  widow  of  Colonel  Anthony  Walton  White, 
report: 

That  Anthony  Walton  White,  colonel  of  the  first  regiment  of  light  Ana- 
goons  in  the  revolutionary  war,  presented  his  petition  in  March,  1790,  to 
the  first  Congress  assembled  under  the  present  constitution,  praying  for 
the  reimbursement  of  8150,000,  advanced  by  him  on  the  4th  of  July,  1780, 
for  the  use  of  his  regiment ;  the  value  of  which  sum,  according  to  the  scale 
of  depreciation  then  established,  was  j^750. 

In  the  petition  of  1790,  Colonel  White  states  that,  on  taking  command 
of  the  cavalry  in  the  South,  he  found  all  the  quartermasters,  foragemasiers, 
and  commi^aries  of  that  department,  either  captured,  or  destitute  of  to* 
sources  for  procuring  the  necessary  supplies  of  provision  and  forage ; 
which  articles  could  only  be  obtained  on  the  credit  of  himself  and  (nendBBf 
or  by  plunder  and  the. sword ;  and  that  a  resort  to  the  latter  means  being 
prohibited  by  both  policy  and  humanity,  he  was  obliged  to  raise  on  private 
loan  $150,000,  which  he  deposited  in  the  hands  of  John  Belfield,  then  a 
captain  and  paymaster  in  tuis  regiment,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  his  regi- 
ment ;  that  the  whole  of  said  sum  was  in  fact  apphed  solely  to  that  pur-' 
pose,  and  the  vonchers  taken  therefor  placed  by  Belfield  in  the  loMs  of 
staff  ofiicers  for  safe^keeping ;  but  that  the  memorandum  showing  the 
names  of  the  officers  with  whom  they  were  deposited  had  been  lost  by 
Belfield,  so  that  the  petitioner  was  left  without  the  means  of  obtaining  and 
exhibiting  the  vouchers  which  would  show  the  particular  application  of 
the  money.  He  states  that  in  1788  he  petitioned  Congress  for  redress, 
but  that  body  was  dissolved  before  his  case  was  finally  acted  on,  and  he 
prays  to  be  reimbursed  the  money  advanced.  Hiis  petition  appears  to 
have  been  referred,  with  others,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whotecommend** 
ed  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  claims  to  be  settled  on  equitable 
principles,  and  on  the  best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  might  admit. 
In  May,  1792,  a  bill  with  this  object  passed  the  House,  but  was  postponed 
in  the  Senate,  in  which  body  similar  bills  were  introduced  in  1793  and 
1796,  but  not  finally  acted  on.  Since  the  death  of  Colonel  White,  his 
widow  has  presented  two  petitions,  in  the  last  of  which  ^e  sets  up  an 
additional  claim  for  the  value  of  seven  loan-office  certificates,  of  ji 1, 000 
each,  (the  numbers  of  which  are  stated,)  issued  to  Colonel  Wlute  from  the 
South  Carolina  loan  office,  and  alleged  to  have  been  lost. 
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In  support  of  the  allegations  of  Colonel  Whitens  petition,  die  committee 
find  in  the  papers  the  following  testimony : 

1st.  The  [original]  receipt  of  Captain  Belfield,  dated  Jnly  4,  1780,  for 
jtl50/)00,  placed  in  his  hands  for  the  use  of  the  regiment,  to  te  paid  to 
them  as  he  may  please. 

«d.  The  [original]  certificate  of  Captain  Belfield,  dated  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary»  17S7,  stating  that  the  money  had  been  applied  exclusively  to  the 
use  of  the  regiment,  and  accounted  for  by  him  to  some  of  the  staff;  and 
thai  when  the  money  was  deposited  with  him  by  Colonel  White,  the  regi- 
ment was  in  want,  and  distressed  ibr  many  necessaries. 

3d.  The  [orginal]  certificate  of  Jonathan  Burrall,  cotnmissioner  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  commissary  and  quartermaster's  departments,  - 
dated  September  2, 1788,  stating  that  no  charge  appeared  on  the  books  of 
his  office  against  John  Belfield,  captain  and  paymaster,  by  any  commis- 
sary or  quartermaster,  for  any  disbursements  by  him  for  supplies  to  said 
regiment ;  but  that  few  of  the  accounts  of  quartermasters  in  the  Southern 
department  had  yet  been  rendered,  and  that,  if  any  such  charge  should 
thereafter  appear  while  he  continued  in  office,  they  would  be  noticed  and 
stoppages  made.  He  contiimed  in  oflice  at  least  as  late  as  until  May, 
1789. 

4th.  The  [original]  affidavitof  Colonel  White  himself,  dated  September 
15,  1788,  in  which  he  verifies  on  oath  the  material  facts  that  have  been 
stated. 

The  petitioner  also  refers  to  the  distressed  situation  of  die  Southern 
army,  then,  and  now,  notorious ;  and  it  is  impossible  not  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  general  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country  and  its 
Grorermnent ;  in  consequence  of  which,  in  numerous  instances,  the  sup- 
port of  the  common  cause  was  left  to  rest  upon  the  advances  and  sacrifices 
to  be  made  by  individuals.'  These  considerations  do  not,  it  is  true,  furnish 
of  themselves  any  evidence  to  establish  the  fact  of  an  advance  in  a  par- 
ticular instance;  but  they  may  be,  and  in  this  instance  are,  strongly  cor- 
roborative of  more  direct  testimony  on  the  subject. 

It  is  deemed  proper,  also,  to  refer  to  the  following  resolution  of  June 
the  19th,  1780,  relating  to  this  particular  regiment,  as  showing  at  once 
the  anxiety  and  the  inability  of  Congress  to  provide  for  its  proper  equip- 
ment : 

"  Resolvedy  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  States  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  recruit,  remount,  and 
equip  Baylor's  and  White's  regiments  of  light  dragoons,  so  as  to  Complete 
tb&m  at  least  150  rank  and  file  in  each  regiment.''* 

*  Ai  further  illustrative  of  the  anxiety  with  which  the  proper  equipment  of  Colonel  White's 
regixnent  Was  vie^tred,  when  the  Biiti^  army  was  makuig  such  fearfnl  progress  through  the 
Somhem  States,  and  also  as  showing  the  desperate  state  of  the  public  finances  at  the  veiy  pe- 
riod when  Colonel  White  so  patriotically  raised,  upon  his  own  private  credit,  and  advanced  for 
the  support  and  equipment  of  his  regiment,  the  money  which  forms  the  subj^t  of  the  present 
claim,  it  ib  deemed  proper  to  add  the  following  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
dated  JuW  14,  1760.  By  this  resolution  it  will  be  perceived  thai  Virginia,  at  the  very  time  of 
Colonel  White's  advance  of  his  own  money  for  the  support  of  his  regiment,  was  unable  to  p^r, 
even  in  depreciated  paper  money,  for  a  singk  horse,  but  had  to  rely  upon  a  purchase  on  credit: 

«Iir  THs  Housx  or  Dxlkoatxs,  Jttly  14,  1780. 

•*  Riiohed,  That  the  Governor  and  Council  be  desired  to'appoint  one  or  more  purchasers,  in 
sudi  counties  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  proc^ure  horses  to  remount  the  dragoons  in  Colonds 
White  and  Washington's  corps,  upon  the  best  terms  they  can,  granting  certificates  for  the  vahM 
49 
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The  eommittee  are  satisfied  that  Colonel  White  did,  on  the  4th  day  of 
July,  advance  to  the  paymaster  of  his  regiment,  and  for  its  use,  ;i  150,000, 
of  the  value  of  j»d,750  ;  that  the  circumstances  of  the  regiment  were  such 
as  to  call  for  this  advance  on  his  part,  and  render  it  proper ;  and  that  the 
money  so  advanced  was  in  fact  disbursed  for  the  use  of  the  regimeiiL 
The  liability  of  the  United  States  for  the  repayment  of  the  sum  ^o  ad- 
vanced and  disbursed,  they  consider  imquestionable ;  and  on  thci  princi- 
ples of  the  resolution  of  the  3d  of  June,  1784,  which  directs  thca  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  oent  per  annum  shall  be  allowed  to  all  creditors  of  the  Urn- 
ted  States  for  supplies  famished  or  services  done  from  the  time  that  the 
payment  became  due,  as  well  as  upon  the  grounds  of  common  justice, 
they  think  interest  should  be  allowed  upon  the  sum  advanced,  from  the 
time  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Belneld  for  the  use  of  the  regimenL 
But  while  it  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  failure  of  diligence 
in  the  presentation  of  this  claim,  by  which  any  right  of  the  claimant  abonld 
be  forfeited,  no  reason  is  perceived  for  placing  it  now  upon  better  grounds 
than  it  would  have  occupied  if  it  had  been  originally  allowed,  and  the 
amount  subscribed  in  the  public  funds  under  the  act  of  August,  1790.  A 
bill  is  therefore  reported  for  the  payment  of  ^3,750,  (the  v^ueof  the  sum 
advanced  by  Colonel  White,)  with  interest,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act  of  August,  1790,  to  be  computed  from  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1780. 

With  respect  to  the  loan -office  certificates,  alleged  to  have  been  lost,  the 
certificate  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  31st  day  of  Jannary, 
1834,  shows  that  the  certificates  described  in  the  petition  of  Mrs.  White, 
and  also  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  report,  are  outstanding  and  unpaid, 
and,  together  with  the  great  lapse  of  time,  creates  that  strong  presiunption 
of  their  loss,  on  the  groimd  of  which  Congress  has,  in  numerous  cases, 
directed  payment  to  be  made  of  their  value.  A  provision  is  therefore 
inserted  in  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  $175,  the  value  of  said  loan-office 
certificates,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum ; 
that  being  the  usual  rate  allowed  in  such  casea 


•Appended  to  this  report. 

1st.  The  original  petition  of  Colonel  White. 

2d.    The  original  receipt  of  John  Belfield,  dated  July  4, 1780. 

3d.    The  original  certincate  of  John  Belfield,  dated  2d  February,  1787. 

4th.  The  original  certificate  of  Jonathan  Burrall,  dated  Sept.  2,  1786. 

5th.  The  certificate  of  Michael  Nourse,  marked  A. 

6th.  The  original  affidavit  of  Colonel  White,  dated  September  15, 1788. 

7th.  The  certificate  of  T.  L.  Smith,  marked  B. 

8th.  The  certificate  of  T.  L.  Smith,  marked  C. 


«f  the  honeg  to  ptuchased ;  which  certificates  the  General  Assembly  will,  at  their  next  i 
nake  proTision  for  the  speedy  pajment  of  to  die  respective  holders,  together  with  an  interert 
thereupon  djkfe  per  centum  nom  the  time  of  pnrchase :  Provided,  That  sudi  purchases  disD 
BOi  taceed  the  number  of  three  hundred  horses,  induding  those  now  belonging  to  the  «dd  oons, 
wof^  those  which  may  have  been  already  purchased  under  any  former  resolution  of  Assembly.'^ 

"A  copy.     Test: 

"JOHN  BECKLBY,  C.  H.  D. 
*<  Agreed  to  by  the  Senate : 

"WILLIAM  DREW*  C.  S." 


No.  1. 

To  the  Speaker  and  House  qf  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

The  memorial  of  Anthony  W.  White,  late  colonel  of  the  first  regiment 
of  dragoons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  most  respectfully 
sheweth : 

TTiat  your  memorialist,  on  taking  the  conmiand  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
late  army  in  the  Southern  department,  found  all  the  quartermasters,  for- 
agemasters,  and  commissaries  of  the  said  department,  either  captured  jby 
the  British  army  in  Charleston,  or  destitute  of  resources  to  render  your 
memorialist  any  assistance  in  procuring  supplies  of  provision  and  forage^ 
&c,for  the  use  of  the  men  and  horses  under  his  command,  which  very 
necessary  articles  could  only  be  obtained  upon  the  credit  of  your  memo- 
rialist and  his  friends,  or  by  plunder  and  the  sword ;  that  humanity  and 
policy  forbade  him  to  add  so  great  a  calamity  to  the  unprotected  and 
unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  therefore  obliged  your  me- 
morialist, during  that  period  of  general  confusion  and  distress,  to  raise,  on 
private  loan,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  the  articles  necessary  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  the  troops 
committed  to  his  care  ;  that  your  memorialist  deposited  the  money  so  ob- 
tamed  in  the  hands  of  Major  John  Belfield,  then  a  captain  and  paymaster 
of  his  regiment,  as  will  appear  by  his  receipt  to  your  memorialist,  which 
money  was  actually  laid  out  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  men  and 
horees,  and  no  part  of  it  applied  for  any  private  purpose  whatsoever, 
which  will  also  appear  by  the  said  paymaster's  certificate  ;  that  the  said 
paymaster  placed  the  vouchers  for  the  expenditures  of  the  said  one  him- 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the  hands  of  staff  officers,  as  he  met 
with  them,  conceiving  that  they  would  be  safer  with  their  baggage,  in  the 
rear  of  an  army,  than  with  light  troops  geiferally  on  the  lines  ;  that  the 
said  paymaster  made  a  memorandum  of  the  several  quartermasters'  and 
commissaries'  names  he  put  the  said  vouchers  in  the  hands  of,  but  unfor- 
tunately had  mislaid  the  same,  which  leaves  your  memorialist  destitute 
of  reli^  unless  he  obtains  it  from  the  justice  of  his  country,  as  the  said 
payHiaster  took  charge  of  the  said  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
not  in  his  official  line,  but  to  oblige  your  memorialist,  and  to  render,  at  the 
same  time,  a  service  to  his  suffering  brother-soldiers ;  that,  to  prevent  the 
vouchers  for  the  expenditures  of  the  said  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  (if  not  previously  paid)  being  hereafter  presented  and  paid,  your 
memorialist  did  obtain  from  Mr.  Jonathan  Burrall,  commissioner  for  the 
quartermaster  and  commissary's  department,  a  certificate,  setting  forth 
that  no  charge  in  that  office  appeared  against  the  said  paymaster ;  that 
no  charge  has  been  made  by  any  commissary  or  qucurtermaster  for  any 
payments  made  to  him,  or  for  any  disbursements  by  him,  for  supplies  to 
the  cavalry :  and  that  if  any  appeared  hereafter,  in  any  of  their  accounts,, 
it  should  be  noticed,  and  stoppc^es  made ;  that  your  memorialist  applied 
to  the  Congress  of  1788  for  redress,  believing  that  the  receipt  and  certifi- 
cate of  Major  Belfield,  whose  integrity  and  honesty  are  well  known  to 
some  of  your  members  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  would  be  thought  equal, 
if  not  ^ipedor,  to  the  voudiers  for  the  expenditures  of  the  said  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tliousand  dollars,  and  that  Mr.  Burrall's  certificate  would 
clear  up  any  doubts  of  the  said  vouchers  having  been  already  paid^  or  the 
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possibility  of  their  being  hereafter  paid  to  any  person  but  your  memorial- 
ist; that  the  Congress  of  1788  committed  your  memorialist's  claim  to  three 
of  their  members,  to  be  investigated,  but  broke  up  before  their  committee 
reported  on  the  same,  which  obliges  your  memorialist  to  present  his  claim 
again  to  Congress.  Your  memorialist  doubts  not  tfiat  many  of  the  &€ts 
stated  in  this  memorial  have  come  within  the  knowledge  of  some  of  the 
members  of  Congress  from  the  Southern  States,  and  that  all  are,  but  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  wretched  situation  of  the  American  troops  at 
the  Southward  during  the  year  1780.  Your  memorialist  therefore  prays, 
as  he  advanced  his  money  to  prevent  tha  citizen  from  plunder  and  the 
soldier  J)rom  wantf  that  you  will  please  to  consider  his  claim,  and  render 
him  that  justice  he  may  be  found  to  merit. 

ANTHONY  W,  WHITE. 


No.  2. 

Original  receipt  qf  Captain  Beljield. 

Halifax,  July  4,  178a 
Received  of  Colonel  Anthony  W.  White,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  to  be  paid  to  them  as  he  may 
please  to  direct 

J.  BBLFIELD,  Captain. 


No.  3. 


Original  certificate  qf  Captain  3elfieldy  that  the  money  was  expended 

for  the  regiment. 

RicBMovn,  February  «,  1787. 
I  do  certify  that  the  one  himdred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  pat  in  my 
hands  by  Colonel  White,  and  for  which  I  gave  my  receipt,  July  4, 1730, 
was  applied  to  the  use  of  his  regiment,  and  accounted  for  by  me  to  some 
of  the  staff  departments.  I  fiirther  declare  that  no  part  of  it  was  ever 
applied  or  made  use  of  for  him,  or  for  any  other  private  purposes  what- 
ever ;  and  that  the  regiment  was  in  want,  and  distressed  for  many  neces- 
saries, when  Colonel  White  put  the  above-mentioned  sum  in  my  hands. 

J.  BELFIELD. 


No.  4. 


Certificate  of  Mr.  Burrallj  that  no  other  person  had  obtained  credit 

for  the  money. 

Offios  of  AccotJKTTs  FOR  CoM^v  &  Q.  M.  Deft., 

New  York,  September  «,  178a 
I  certify  that  no  charge  appears  against  John  Belfield,  late  a  captain 
and  paymaster  of  the  1st  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  commanded  by 


Colonel  Anthony  W.  White,  in  the  books  of  this  office.;  neitiber  has  any 
charge  been  made  by  any  commissary  or  quartermaster  for  any  payments 
made  to  him,  or  for  any  disbursements  by  him,  for  supplies  to  said  regi- 
ment. I  must,  however,  observe,  that  very  few  of  the  accounts  of  the 
quartermasters  in  the  Southern  department  are  yet  rendered ;  but  should 
my  such  charge  hereafter  appear  in  any  of  their  amounts,  while  I  am  in 
office,  it  will  be' noticed,  and  stoppages  made. 

JON.  BURRALL,  Commissioner. 


No.  5. 
(A.) 


Treasubt  Defartmeitt, 

Begister^s  Office^  January  W,  1834. 
Sir  :  It  appears  from  the  records  of  accounts  settled  under  the  old  Gov- 
ernment, ^  that  Jonathan  Burrall,  Esq.,  laie  commissioner  for  settling  the 
aocoimts  of  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments,''  received 
his  salary  to  *^8th  May,  1789,  inclusive."  I  presume,  therefore,  that  he 
ceased  to  act  as  oommissioner  aforesaid  on  that  day.  Our  records  afford 
DO  other  information  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

MICHAEL  NOURSE. 


No.  6. 

Original  affidavit  of  Colonel  White. 

State  ot  New  York,  ss. 

Anthony  W.  White,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  maketh  oath,  and  saith, 
that  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  he,  this  deponent,  placed  in  the  hands  of  Captain  John 
Belfield,  the  then  paymaster  of  his  regiment,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  disposed  of  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  regi- 
ment ;  and  at  the  same  time  this  deponent  did  direct  and  require  the  said 
John  Belfield  to  take  all  the  receipts  for  the  several  sums  to  be  by  him  ex- 
pended in  the  maimer  following,  to  wit :  <<  Received  of  Captain  John  Bel- 
field, of  the  1st  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  the  sum  o{£ ,  in  full  for 

provision,  forage,  &c.,  sold  and  furnished  by  me  for  the  use  of  the  said 
regiment. — A.  B."  And  this  deponent  doth  further  depose  and  say,  that 
the  said  John  Belfield  did  frequently  afterwards  show  unto  this  deponent 
receipts  by  him  taken  from  divers  persons  who  had  supplied  the  said  regi- 
ment with  necessaries ;  and  this  deponent  verily  beUeves  that  he  hsoh 
seen  receipts,  written  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  for  the  whole  of  the  mo- 
neys so  as  aforesaid  delivered  by  this  deponent  to  the  said  John  Belfield, 
which  was  expended  to  aud  for  the  use  of  the  said  resiment.  And  this 
deponent  further  doth  depose  and  say,  that  he  was  informed  by  the  said 
Joirn  Belfield,  that  he,  Belfield,  had  lodged  the  said  receipts  in  the  hands 


of  the  proper  officers  of  the  several  staff  departments,  whenever  he  met 
with  them,  in  order  that  they  might  be  preserved  for  the  satisfaction  of 
this  deponent,  to  whom  alone  they  could  be  of  any  use  ;  and  for  the  greater 
security,  the  said  John  Belfield  informed  this  deponent  that  he  had  made 
a  minute  of  the  names  of  the  several  persons  in  whose  hands  he  had  depos- 
ited the  said  receipts,  which  he  had  unfortunately  lost,  with  several  other 
papers,  while  on  command  at  the  Southward.  And  this  deponent  doth  fur* 
ther  depose  and  say,  that  the  said  John  Belfield  hath  given  him,  this  de- 
ponent, the  fullest  satisfaction  that  the  whole  of  the  said  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  was  actually  and  bona. fide  laid  out  and  expended 
to  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  regiment,  in  purchasing  and  procuring  the 
necessary  supplies  of  provision  and  forage  for  the  men  and  horses  of  the 
said  regiment.  And  this  deponent  doth  further  depose  and  say,  that  he 
did  conceive  and  believe  that  the  receipt  of  the  said  John  Belfield  for  the 
said  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  have  been  a  sufficient 
voucher  for  him,  this  deponent,  to  have  produced,  in  order  to  entitle  him 
to  full  compensation  therefor;  more  especially  as  the  motive  which  actu- 
ated him  was  generally  known  to  be  that  of  humanity,  and  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  relieve,  as  much  as  in  his  power,  the  actual  distresses  of  the  troops 
committed  to  his  care»  And  this  deponent  further  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  no  part  of  the  said  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  ever 
applied  by  tho  said  John  Belfield,  or  by  any  other  person,  for  any  private 
purpose  whatever,  other  than  is  hereinbefore  particularly  set  forth,  to  the 
best  of  thi»  deponent's  knowledge  and  belief  And  this  deponent  doth 
further  depose  and  say,  that  he,  this  deponent,  hath  never  received  any 
of  the  said  receipts  from  Captain  Belfield,  or  from  any  other  person,  nor 
doth  he  know  where  to  apply  for  the  same ;  many  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  given  by  the  said  John  Belfield,  as  aforesaid,  being,  in  sdl  prob- 
ability, dead,  or  removed  to  a  great  distance,  and  out  of  the  reach  and 
knowledge  of  this  deponent.  And  this  deponent  doth  further  depose  and 
say,  that  he  hath  never  received  any  payment  of  the  said  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  any  part  thereof,  from  the  said  Captain  John 
Belfield,  or  from  any  other  person  whatever,  or  any  security  therefor. 

And  further  this  deponent  saith  not.  i 

ANTHONY  W.  WHITE, 

Sworn,  this  15th  day  of  September,  1788,  before  me, 

W.  POPHAM,  Notary  Public. 


No.  1. 

(BO 

Treasubt  DxpAarucirT, 

Register's  Office,  February  5,  1834, 

StB :  In  compliance  with  yoiur  request  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the 

honor  to  state  that,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 

28th  of  June,  1780,  "continental  paper  money''  was,  on  the  4th  of  July, 

1780,  received  on  loan  at  f  40  for  one  j  and  that  accounts  for  money  ad- 
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vanced  on  that  day,  and  some  time  subsequently,  were  settled  at  tlie 
Treasury  at  that  rate, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

„        ^  ^  •  T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 

Hon.  jBbsnezer  Yoitno. 


No.  8. 

(C.) 

Trbasurt  Dspartmbht, 

Register's  Office^  January  31,  i8b4, 
I  certify  that  the  following  certificates,  issued  at  the  loan  office  in  South 
Carolina,  are  outstanding  and  unpaid,  viz : 


ArnonnU 

No. 

Date. 

To  whom  tflfoed. 

Nominal. 

Spade 

value. 

4338 

June  10,  1780 

CoL  Anthony  Walton  White 

|»1,000 

%si^  to 

4396 

"Oo. 

Do. 

1,000 

35  00 

4493 

Do. 

Do. 

1,000 

^^5  00 

4494 

Do. 

Do. 

1,000 

25  00 

4498 

Do. 

\^Q. 

1,000 

^S  00 

4520 

Do. 

Do. 

1,000 

25  00 

4560 

Do. 

- 

Do. 

1,000 

25  00 

*7,000 

ail75  00 

T.  L.  SMITH,  i?e^>/«.. 


January  11,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Leighton  Yancy,  report: 

This  case  was  examined  by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  at 
the  1st  session  of  the  24th  Congress,  and  an  nnfarorable  report  made 
thereon-  The  committee  believe  that  report  to  have  been  a  proper  one 
and  adopt  it  as  part  oi  this;  beheving  that  the  relief  asked  ought  not  to  be 
granted,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated.  This  report  may  be  found  in  the 
manuscript  reports  of  the  committee,  page  89,  24th  Congress,  2d  session. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Leighton  Yancy,  report : 
That  they  had  this  case  under  consideralioo  at  the  last  •Msion  of  Cor^ 


gress,  wd  made  a  report  thereon;  in  the  propriety  of  which  they  still 
concur,  and  which  they  adopt  as  their  present  report.    It  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Leighton  Yancy,  have  had  the  same 
under  their  consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  Leighton  Yancy  was  a  captain  in 
the  continental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and,  having  served  to 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  entitled  to  the  commutation  pay  of  an  officer  of 
that  grade ;  that  he  was  allowed  and  received  the  commutation  pay  of  a 
lieutenant  only ;  and  pray  that  Congress  will  allow  them  the  five  years' 
full  pay  of  a  captain,  deducting  therefrom  the  five  years'  full  pay  of  a 
lieutenant,  formerly  received  by  said  Yancy. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  an  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  passed  the 
12th  of  January,  1798,  Is  relied  on.  The  preamble  of  this  act  recites, 
<^tbat  daring  th«  late  war  Leighton  Yancy  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
first  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  commanded  by  Colonel  Theodore  Bland, 
and  that  he  afterwards  became  entitled  to  the  rank  of  a  captain ;  that,  be- 
fore he  obtained  a  commission  as  such,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded; 
in  consequence  of  which,  he  has  only  received  the  bounty  of  land  allowed 
a  lieutenant ;  and  it  is  reasonable  he  should  be  allowed  a  bounty  propor- 
tionate to  his  services. ''  The  enacting  part  of  the  act  then  directs  the 
register  of  the  land  office  to  issue  to  the  said  Leighton  Yancy  a  warrant 
for  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  and  one-third  of  aii 
aope  of  land,  it  being  the  difference  between  the  bounty  allowed  a  lien- 
tanant  and  that  of  a  captain.  This  is  all  the  evidence  filed  in  the  case, 
except  an  extract  from  the  records  of  the  executive  department  of  Vir- 
gioiu,  showing  that  Leighton  Yancy  was  entitled  to  the  proportion  of  land 
allowed  a  captain  of  the  continental  line  for  six  months'  service  over  six 
years. 

This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  the  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that 
Leighton  Yancy  was  not  entitled  to  the  commutation  pay  of  a  captain. 
The  act  above  recited  shows  clearly  that,  whatever  his  services  might 
have  been,  he  never,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  bore  the  commission 
of  captain,  and,  by  consequence,  cannot  have  been  a  captain  in  fact.  No 
supposed  title  to  the  rank  of  a  captain  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, constitute  a  captaincy,  without  a  commission. 

The  committee  have  therefore  come  to  the  following  resolution : 
.^  Resolved  J  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  rejected. 


Jajiuart  11,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  refened  the 

Ktitien  of  Williaoa  Starke  Jett,  administrator  and  heir  at  law  of  Tbonias 
tt,  deceased,  have  had  that  subject  under  oonsidemtion,  and  report : 
That  the  petitioner  represents  that  Thomas  Jett,  his  £sither,  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  loaned  to  the  United  States  a  sum  of  money,  fox 
which  he  obtained  from  the  loan  office  for  the  State  of  Virginia  thirteen 
loan-office  certificates,  dated  on  the  4th  of  March,  1779,  and  numbered 
from  443  to  446,  (inclusive,)  each  for  the  nominal  sum  of  six  hundred 
doUanv  and  of  the  specie  vabte  of  fifty^nine  dollars  and  thirty-ei^t  cents : 
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thdt  soon  after  the  temunntkni  of  tfoe  wftr^  bos  fsitimrdM  i  m^in  «rtise^ 
qupnce  of  the  neglect  of  hia  executors,  and  their  ndismaimgeiiiQnl  of  hu( 
estate,  letters  of  Administration  were  granted  to  the  petili0ner>  who  has 
made  diligent  search  for  the  certificates  aforesaid  among  his  father's  pa- 
pers, without  finding  them.  He  is  satisfied  they  have  been  lost,  and  asks 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  on 
them. 

In  support  of  the  claim  of  tlie  petitioner,  a  certificate  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  has  been  filed  with  his  petition,  by  which  it  appears  that 
thirteen  loan-office  certificates  of  the  description  of  those  above  set  ftnrth, 
in  the  name  of  Thomas  Jett,  remain  outstanding  and  unpaid. 

The  committee  think  the  presumption  reasonable  that  they  were  never 
transferred,  but  were  accidentally  lost  after  the  death  Of  Thomas  Jett  ( 
and  therefore  report  a  bill  directing  the  amount  due  on  them,  with  in*-' 
terest,  to  be  paid  to  his  legal  representative,  upon  his  entering  into  bondy 
with  security,  to  indemnify  the  Treasury  against  loss  in  case  of  th'efir 
future  presentation  for  payment.  ^ 


January  1 1, 183§.  .       ^ 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Waters^  report  : 

This  eaae  was  before  the  ooimnittee  at  the  Ist  session  of  the  24iix  Con- 
gress, and  also  at  the  2d  session  of  the  same  Congress  ;  and  in  both  cases 
unfavorably  reported  on.  In  these  reports  the  committee  concur,  and 
refer  to — ^more  partictilarly  to  the  first  report  made  ;  being  of  opinion  that 
tlie  relief  asked  ought  not  to  be  granted,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated. 

June  15,  1836. 

The  petition  of  Lundy  Waters,  WUtiam  Waters,  John  Waters,  ESiza- 
beth  Sajiders,  and  Susan  Farrow,  repreeents  them  as  the  holders  of  sundry 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  issued  to  them  as  heirs  of  John  Waters, 
deceased,  in  c6nsideration  of  hb  services  as  a  sergeant  in  Lee's  legion, 
and  prays  thai  CongressVould  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  proper  officers 
to  issue  ^rip  to  the  petitioners  in  heu  of  the  warrants,  becausev  as  is 
alleged,  the  petitioners  were  prevented  by  accident  from  depositmg  the 
warrants  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  previous 
to  the  1st  day  of  Septetnber  last,  with  a  view  to  obtain  scrip,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1835.  The  original  warrants  are 
filed  with  the  petition,  and  bear  date  on  the  7th  Augtist,  1835.  •  There 
is  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  any  accident  which  prevented  the 
filing  of  the  Warrants  with  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofice 
in  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  183&  That  allegation 
rests  on  th^  assertion  of  the  petitioners.  The  committee  perceiiro  no 
reason  for  special  legislation  in  this  case.  If  the  660^000  acres'  appro- 
priated by  iM  act  of  the  3d  March,  1835,  have  been  exhausted,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  warrants  of  the  pe^ouers  oug^t  te  lemain,  andoiight 
not  to  be  satyfied,  unltess  it  shsdl  please  Congress  to  make  provisiea  for 
50 
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^  ths  Virginia  miiitarjr  warrams  now  ontitanliiig.    Your  committaa 
tfaetefore  mcommand  the  adoption  of  the  foUowing  resolmion : 
Xesoti^d,  That  the  pf  sjrer  of  the  petitionera  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


January  II,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Thomas  Sumpter,  report : 

That  the  memorialist  represents  he  is  the  son  and  heir-at-law.  of  the 
late  General  Thomas  Sumpter,  who,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
loaned  a  oonnderable  simi  of  money  to  the  United  States ;  and,  as  evi- 
dence  thereof,  he  received  thirty-two  loan-office  certificates  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  current  money,  of  the  value,  in  specie,  of  twenty-five 
dollars  each,  equal  to  eight  hundred  dollars.  Iliat  these  certificates  have 
been  lost  and  remain  unpaid ;  and  the  memorialist  asks  that  the  principal 
sum  and  interest  thereon  may  be  paid  to  him.  On  inquiry  made  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  he  reports  that  the  thirty-two  loan  office  certifi- 
cates, a  list  of  which  he  made  and  subscribed  and  is  made  part  of  this 
report,  are  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Treadiry  ih  the  name  of  Thomas 
Sumpter,  and  are  outstanding  and  unpaid.  In  pursuance  of  this  inform- 
tion,  the  committee  report  a  bill 

LUi  qf  loan-office  certificates  in  the  nctme  qf  Th&ma9  Svprnpttr^  re- 
maining outstanding  and  unpaid. 
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do 
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do 

do 
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do 

Ao 
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do 

1,000 

a* 
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do 
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do 

1,000 

Ai 
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do 

do 

d* 

1/100^ 

25 
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Register^ 8  OJice,  November  27, 1837. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  SegUim'. 


Jamuaut  u,  laas. 

Tti«  CommlUee  an  ft^TpliiUonary  Claimsi  to  which  was  referred  tl^e 
petition  of  Simon  Suaunert^  itf  the  Ddstrict  of  Columbia,  report: 

That  the  petitioner  feipresenta  that  be  entered  into  thie  service  of  the 
Uait^i  Slates  to  the  war  of  the  Revolutioni  ancjl  wa,8  appointed  adjut<^t 
af  the  sixth  Virginia  r^punent  on  eontiaental  eatablishment,  in  whi^h  qapa- 
eity  be  w&tmd&m  near  Urn  eonunencement  to  the  entire  clo^e  of  that  war, 
wilb  Ibe  emeptioti  of  a  small  portion  of  time  during  which  he  was  on 
torleiigb  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  further  represents  that,  though  h^ 
grade  in  the  line  of  the  army  was  that  of  a  lieutenant,  yet  as,  by  a^  resf - 
lation  of  Congress,  he  was  entitled  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  captain, 
he  conceives  himself  entitled  to  the  commutation  pay  due  to  the  latter 
grade  of  officers;  and  nrays  that. Congress  will  allow  him  five  years'  fU) 
pay  in  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life,  either  as  a  captain  or  a  lieutenant, 
as  k  their  jo^^ent  may  seem  right 

The  transcript  of  a  record  obtaiaad  by  the  convaittee  from  the  Com- 
missioner  of  Pensieas^  duly  autfaeatiealKa  and  filed  in  this  case,  showv 
'that  the  patili»aer,  ^non  Siunmers^  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
fiiitiict  of  C<dumbia,  was^oa  the  9ifa  day  of  February,  lSfi9,  admitted 
to  the  benefit  of  the  ad  of  Congreai  of  the  15tb  of  May,  I8e&  This  In 
eonelueiTe  to  pcove  tbaty  in  the  opinion  of  tha  officer  chaj^d  with  the 
esaciition  of  tUa  law,  the  said  Smnmars  eiiber  eoaftlnucid  in  active  servicfs 
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to  the  end  of  the  war,  or,  bnog  a  jn^pdnnnhtrary  officer,  was  inehided  in 
provisions  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  21st  of  October,  1780. 
In  either  event,  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  a  commutation  pay  ;  and  the 
Qd«0iifte«,  upon  a  ravk w  of  the  UMtunray  contai^iod  in  the  f  rapacript «( 
the  record  aforesaid,  think  it  sufficienlty  ostablished  the  petitioner's  eiaini 
to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  the  15th  May,  1828:  and,  by  conseqnenco, 
his  claipi  to  five  years'  full  pay  in  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life.  But 
ftie  petitioner  k  entitled  to  sudi  pay  as  a  lieutenant^  apd  not  as  a  captain ; 
sf  this,  the- vtsolution  of  Congress  of  the  Utb  of  February,  178L,  ia  de- 
cisive. Theeonunittee, therefore, report  a  bill allowing^the said  petitioner 
five  years' ftiU  pay  as  a  lieutenant. 


January  U,  1838. 

•  The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  were  referred  the 
several  mem6rials  of  die  Marquise  ae  la  Goree,  and  the  Comtesse  D'Am- 
brugeac,  grandchildren  of  Marshal  Rochambeau,  repott : 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have  agobi  had  und«r  con- 
sideration the  memorial  of  the  granddaughters  of  the  Marshal  Rocham- 
beau. They  are  still  of  opinion,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  report 
made  to  the  last  Congress,  (and  which  is  hereto  annexed^)  that  it  is  proper 
to  make  some  provision  for  the  iaouly  of  the  marshal. 

The  coiiimitlea,  on  reconsideration,  have  adopted  the  bill  heretofore  re- 
ported, and  again  submit  it  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Your  committee  deem  it  courteous  towards  the  memorialists  to  present, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  a  translation  of  their  observa- 
tions upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Beaumont,  and  the  accompanying  bill;  ob- 
servations so  delicately  made,  as  io  place  die  granddaughters  of  the  mar- 
shal in  a  position  entitled  to  our  affectionate  regard,  and  which  cannot 
fail  to  identify  them  with  the  grateful  reinembra»ce  and  admimtion  which 
the  American  people  entertain  for  their  ilhntrioua  ancestor. 

The  committee  will  close  with  this  additional  remark^  thit  the  case  of 
General  Lafayette  ought  not  to  gorem  as  a  precedent  He  was  a  foreign- 
er of  imcomnK>n  merit,  taken  intO'Our  sdrvioe,  andcommissioiiadbyCsii- 
gress  in  1777.  Marshal  Rochambeau  acted  mder  his*  odaaRrisaioa  from 
me  King  of  Fran<» ;  and,  in  pMnt  of  strict  right,  could  Uone  look  to  the 
King  to  reward  his  services.  General  Laikyetle's  claim  was  agsivst  the 
United  States. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FfiBRtrArr  10,  ISS6.    , 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  whieh  were  referred  the 
several  memorials  of  (be  Marquiisede  h  Goree,  and  the  Comtesse  D'Am- 
brugeac,  grandchildren  of  Marshal  Rddiambciau,  report : 

That  this  appeal  to  the  magnanin^  and  gencnrous  saadttietits  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  is  prerifcafnd  upon  die  amincfnt  ^services  v^- 
dered  by  Marshal  Rochambeau,  during  oar  reinoltiiionary  8tmggi^,in 
achieving  our  independence.  It  has  been  made  voider  ^  aiu|)io6s  and 
by  the  advice  of  the  ilktstrious  La<ky«(ltt,  whose  name  alone  is  a  passport 
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to  the  molt  geiMloaf  jfealiigs  of  the  American  people.  Mr«  Livingston, 
our  late  mioi$ter  to  France,  in  a  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  dated 
Paris,  Octobeir  1i2, 1833,  bears  the  following  testimony  in  hdiuAl  of  the 
memorialists^ 

"  I  have  been  strongly  urged  by  General  Lafayette,  and  by  the  peti- 
tioners themselves,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the  petitions 
of  the  heirs  of  Coimt  Rochambeau,  and  of  Messrs.  Lanmont  and  De 
Gntmmont,  which  were  by  him  transmitted  to  Congress^  but  not  acted 
upon.*'  ■'  *  '^  *  *  ^^  The  daughter  qf  Count  Boehambeau  is  m 
^r^t  poverty..  The  essential  services  rendered  in  our  Revolution  bty 
her  father,  and  her  destitute  condition,  create  a  claim  on  oiur  gratitude  and 
humanity/' 

In  justification  of  the  favorable  action  of  Congress  upon  this  applica- 
tion, the  conunittee  adduce  the  parallel  case  of  the  heirs  of  Count  de 
Grasse*  By  the  act  of  Congress  of  )i}7th  February,  1795,  it  is  declared, 
<<  That,  in  consideration  of  the  extraordinary  services  of  the  Count  de 
Grasse,  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1781,  on  the  special 
request  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  their  forces,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  pay  to  each  of  his  daughters  one  thousand 
doUai9." 

And  by  the  act  of  January  15th,  1798,  predicated  upon  the  same  con- 
sideration, it  was  directed  that  there  should  be  paid  annually,  <<  during 
fire  years  from  the  passage  of  said  act,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars 
to  each  of  the  four  daughters  of  the  late  Count  de  Grasse,  respectively/' 
The  important  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  by  Alarshal  Ro- 
chambeau,  as  commander  of  the  French  forces,  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  our 
independence,  during  the  years  1780  and  1781,  are  too  well  known  to 
require  a  recital  in  this  report.  His  generous  sacrifices,  his  ready  sup- 
'  poll  of  all  the  measures,  his  cheerful  compliance  with  and  co-operalion 
m  all  the  views,  of  the  illustrious  Washington,  and  his  delicate  sympathy 
and  respect  for  the  feelings  and  sufferings  of  the  American  people  amidst 
their  severe  triab,  are  above  all  commendation.  It  is  true  he  was  in  the 
service  of  a  foreign  Government,  and  received  his  commission  and  pay 
jBrom  the  unfortunate  L^ouis  XVI ;  but  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  de^  of 
gralitiide  justly  due  to  him  from  the  people  of  these  States,  which  neither 
time  nor  ^circumstances  can  cancel  The  names  of  Rochambeau,  Lafay- 
ette, and  De  Grasse,  are  entwined  with  those  of  Washington,  Knox,  Lin- 
Qolo,  Mttbfenberg,  and  Hamilton,  in  the  wreath  of  unfading  glory  that 
adoma  the  AmerioiMfi  history,  as  associf^ted  in  the  crowning  triumph  of 
our  Revolulbn  in  the  surrender  of  Lord  Comwallis  at  Yorktown.  ,  The 
memorialWs  do  not  come  forward  to  claim  pay  for  the  services  o(  their 
aiiceator,  but,  in  obedience  to  his  express  advice  towards  the  dose  of  his 
life,  <<  to  cherish  the  most  respectful  regard  towards  the  American  people, 
9M  a  femily  heritage ;  and  if,  after  his  death,  misfortunes  should  overtake 
them,  they  sbMsuld  ajEjpea/ to  the  generous  sentiments  of  that  people  to 
wlK>ib  be  had  rendered  nnportant  services,  with  a  certainty  that  such 
appeal  wotdd  not  be  made  in  vain/' 

Tht  pieaeni  Count  de  Rochambeau,  grandson  and  sole  inheritor  of  the 
name  of  the  marshal,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Livmgston,  declines 
joinHig  in  the  application  for  any  pecuniary  aid  from  our  Government. 
He  delicataly  adverts  to  the  many  distinguished  testimonials  of  regard 
tandttred  by  the  American  people,  through  their  Government,  to  his  nibs- 
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trious  ane^stor,  and  paiticolariy  to  the  pr^seBtaiibn^  by  Otmral  Wa^hli^ 
ton,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  1781,  of  two  pieces  of 
cannon  taken  from  the  British  army  on  the  surrender  at  Yorktown,  wlnoh 
were  lost  during  the  troubles  in  France  in  1793. 

That  resolution  was  as  follows  : 
,  ^^Reiohedy  That  two  pieces  of  the  field  ordnance  taken  from  the  Brit- 
ish army  under  the  capitulation  of  York,  be  presented  by  the  oomniander- 
in*chief  of  the  American  army  to^  Count  de  Rochambeau ;  and  that  theK 
be  engraved  thereon  a  short  memorandum,  that  Congress  were  induced 
to  present  them  from  considerations  of  the  illustrious  part  which  he  bore 
in  effecting  that  surrender." 

The  committee,  viewing  these  trophies  as  mementoes  of  an  importaat 
and  glorious  event,  to  whidi  the  Marshal  Count  Rochambeau  had  greatly 
contributed,  and  valuable  only  in  that  light,  have  deemed  it  saitable  and 
proper  that  their  loss  should  be  supplied  l^  some  similar  testimonial  to 
nis  descendant. 

The  deeds  of  those  glorious  days  of  chivalry  and  patriotism  awaken  in 
the  mind  of  every  American  emotions  of  the  most  lively  gratitude.  Their 
remembrance  appeals  to  the  noblest  and  most  generous  sytnpathies  of  oar 
nature  ;  and  the  American  Congress,  which  ought  to  be  the  true  exempbr 
of  American  sentiment,  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  manifested  that 
sentiment  by  acts  of  becoming  munificence. 

The  conunittee  believe  that  some  suitable  allowance,  in  complianoe 
with  these  memorials,  is  justified  by  the  precedents  adduced,  as  well  as  by 
considerations  of  national  honor.    They  therefore  report  a.  biU* 


TVanslaiion  qf  the  note  and  observations^  aceompanjfing  the  kiier  qf 
the  granddaughters  of  Marshal  Rochambeau  to  the  President. 


NOTE. 


The  report  presented  on  the  10th  of  February,  18S6,  by  Mr.  Beaulnio«^ 
in  the  name  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  of  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  petitions  of  the  Mar- 
quise de  la  Qoree  and  the  Comtesse  d'Ambrageae,  grmnddaugbters  %l 
Marshal  de  Rochambeau,  which  had  been  subnntted  to  CongPtas  with  (be 
messages  from  the  President  of  the  United  Stated  in  IMS,  and  on  tfaeMh 
of  June,  1834,  is  remarkable  fer  the  honorable  expressions  eimpkyyed  in  it 
to  Establish  the  principle  and  show  the  justice  of  the  grounds  ob  wiuoh  tbe 
aaid  memorials  were  presented  to  Congress.  It  could  not  have  apokan 
more  positively  than  by  the  words,  '<  a  debt  of  gratitude  is  justly  doe  to 
Marshal  de  flochambeau  from  the  pe<^e  of  these  SlalM,  wbieh  tteitbtr 
time  nor  circumstances  can  cancel." 

This  report  is  also  remarkable  on  account  of  the  example  wUch  ic  tf- 
fords  of  the  respect  of  tl>e  United  States  for  the  great  prmcipleeof  pol^Iic 
and  international  morals,  by  recalling  with  dignity,  ahhou;^  durng  the 
existence  of  great  and  serious  dilBculties  between  Franoe  ud  the  Uoilad 
States,  ^e  remembrance  of  deeds  and  times  so  honorable  to  Fmnoe,  said 
which,  says  the  report,  merit  the  eternal  Rratitude  of  tlio  United  Statts. 
What  has  been  here  stated,  is  amply  justinod  by  ttie  Mlowiiig  qootatiiD 
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frota  the  report;  which  the  granddau^ters  of  Mtrsbal  de  Rochambaau 
make  with  so  much  the  more  pleasure,  as  it  coincides  with  the  celebrated 
vote  of  thanks  given  to  their  grandfather  on  the  1st  of  January,  1783,  by 
order  of  Congress,  and  by  their  President  in  person. 

<<  The  important  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  by  Marshal  Ro- 
cbambeau,  a^  commander  of  the  French  forces,  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  our 
independence,  during  the  years  1780  and  1781,  are  too  well  known  to 
require  a  recital  in  this  report.  His  generous  sacrifices,  his  ready  support 
of  all  the  measures,  his  cheerful  compliance  with  and  co-operation  in  ail 
the  views,  of  the  illustrious  Washington,  and  his  delicate  sympattiy  and 
respect. for  the  feelings  and  sufferings  of  the  American  people  amidst  their 
aev^e  trials,  are  above  all  commendation.  It  is  true  he  was  in  the  service 
of  a  foreign  Government,  and  received  his  commission  and  pay  from  the 
ottfbrtunate  Louis  XVI ;  but  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  debt  of  gratitude 
justly  due  to  him  from  the  people  of  these  States,  which  neither  time  nor 
dicumstances  can  cancel. 

^  The  names  of  Rochambeau,  Lafayette,  and  De  Grasse,  are  entwined 
with  those  of  Washington,  Knox,  Lincoln,  Muhlenberg,  and  Hamilton, 
in  the  wreath  ol  unfading  glory  that  adorns  the  American  history,  as  as- 
sociated in  the  crowning  triumph  of  our  Revolution  in  the  surrender  of 
Lord  Comwallis  at  Yorktown.  The  memorialists  do  not  come  forward  to 
claim  pay  for  the  services  of  their  ancestor,  but,  in  obedience  to  bis  express 
advice  towards  the  dose  of  his  life,  ^  to  cherish  the  mo^t  respectful  regurd 
towards  the  American  people  as  a  family  heritage  ]  and  if,  after  his  deaUi, 
misfortunes  should  overtake  them,  they  should  appeal  to  the  generous 
sentiments  of  that  people  to  whom  be  had  rendered  important  servicesy 
with  a  certainty  that  such  appeal  would  not  be  made  in  vain.'^' 

Certainly  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  express  more  forcibly  and 
more  honorably  this  princq>les,  the  basis^  and  the  motives  on  which  the  pe- 
tition and  the  confidence  of  the  granddaughters  of  Marshal  de  Rocham- 
beau were  founded;  only,  after  the  years  1780  and  1781,  should  have 
been  added  17^2  and  1783 — an  omission  which  doubtless  arose  fix»m  an 
error  in  printing. 

While  offering  their  sincere  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  to  the  gentle- 
man who  made  the  report,  the  granddaughters  of  Marshal  de  Rocham- 
beau respectfully  ask  their  permission  to  offer  to  tfiem  a  few  observations 
respecting  the  application  of  the  principle  which  they  have  laid  down; 
this  is  done  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  honor  of  the  committee. 
They  also  entreat  them  to  interpret  &vorably  their  expressions  and  their 
intentions,  as  set  forth  in  a  dissertation  on  a  subject  so  delicate,  in  which 
they  will  always  bear  in  mind  what  they  have  heard  of  and  for  their 
venerable  grandfather. 

They  know  that  they  are  addressing  the  representatives  of  a  nationi 
powerfiil,  celebrated,  prosperous,  and  jealous  of  its  rights  and  character. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Before  examining  the  application,  made  by  the  conunittee,  of  thenrin- 
€ipk  which  they  have  so  conscientiously  and  so  decidedly  established  and' 
snj^rted,  it  will  be  proper  first. to  quote  the  latter  part  of  the  report)  and 
the  resolution  proposed  by  the  committee. 

^  The  deeds  of  those  glorious  days  of  chivalry  and  patriotism  awaken 
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in  the  miild  of  every  American  emdtions  of  the  most  lively  gratitude. 
Their  remembrance  appeals  to  the  noblest  and  roost  generous  sympathies 
of  our  nature  ;  and  the  American  Congress,  which  c^ght  to  be  the  true  ex- 
emplar of  American  sentiment,  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  mani- 
fested that  sentiment  by  acts  of  becoming  munificence. 

"  The  committee  believe  that  some  suitable  allowance,  in  compliaDce 
with  these  memorials,  is  justified  by  the  precedents  adduced,  as  well  as 
by  considerations  of  national  honor.    They  therefore  report  a  bill.*' 

The  questions  to  be  examined  and  determined,  therefore,  no  longer  relate 
to  those  declarations  of  generous  and  honorable  feelings  of  gratitude,  bat 
entirely  to  the  terms  of  the  bill  proposed  by  the  committee,  in  application  or 
in  execution  of  a  principle ;  and  of  the  assent  to  that  principle,  so  elo- 
quently and  decidedly  expressed  by  the  conunittee. 

The  only  precedent  cited  in  the  report  is  the  assistance  given,  in  1795 
and  1798,  to  the  daughters  of  the  Count  de  Grasse,  in  consideration  of 
the  services  rendered  by  their  father  in  the  year  1781.  This  date  is  cor- 
rectly given.  Count  de  Grasse  remained  in  the  United  States  one  month. 
It  is  also  necessary  to  remark  that,  according  to  the  report,  the  services  of 
Marshal  de  Rodiambeau,  which  began  in  1780,  ended  at  the^same  time 
with  those  of  Count  de  Grasse.  But  it  was  not  so  ;  for  the  marshal  con- 
tinued in  service  in  the  United  States  until  peace  had  been  made  in  Eu- 
rope, and  the  complete  independence  of  the  United  States  had  been  ac- 
knowledged ;  that  is  to  say,  until  1783.  And  since  history  has  been  cited 
in  this  case,  it  is  also  proper,  while  rendering  justice  to  the  services  of 
Count  de  Grasse,  to  say,  that  the  arrival  of  his  fleet  in  Chesapeake  bay, 
which  afibrded  so  much  assistance  to  Generals  Washington  and  Rocham- 
beau  in  the  reduction  of  Yorktown,  was  entirely  due  to  the  plan  pn^osed 
by  the  marshal,  and  approved  by  General  Washington  ;  and  that  Colonel 
Rochambeau,  the  father  of  the  present  petitioners,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  France  in  the  Concorde^  with  reinforcements  and  six  millions  of 
livres,  which  he  had  been  sent  to  soEcit,  was  the  person  despatched  in  the 
same  frigate  to  look  for  Admiral  de  Grasse,  who  executed  with  prompti- 
tude and  skill  the  celebrated  plan  of  the  two  generals,  mentioncxl  by  the 
marshal  in  his  memoirs,  written  by  himself,  and  published  after  his  death. 

But,  without  speaking  further  of  the  difference  between  the  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States  by  Count  de  Grasse,  and  those  of  Marshal 
de  Rochambeau,  who  was  charged  by  France  to  require,  if  he  should  con- 
sider it  necessary,  the  co-operation  of  that  sulmiral ;  and  who,  a^  the 
thanks  of  Congress,  in  1783,  show,  possessed,  in  addition  to  his  special 
claim  on  account  of  the  taking  of  Yorktown,  the  geneml  merit  of  his  im- 
portant services  for  four  consecutive  years  ;  the  petitioners  conceive  them- 
selves obliged,  by  respect  for  his  memory,  for  the  truth  of  history,  and  for 
the  dignity  of  the  American  nation,  the  prosperity  of  which  he  aided  in 
establishing,  and  foresaw,  to  point  out  to  the  committee  the  differences  ex- 
isting, as  well  in  the  natures  as  in  the  periods  between  the  services  on 
which  their  petition  is  based,  and  those  of  the  only  precedent  cited  in  the 
report ;  and,  also,  the  difference  between  the  circumstances,  the  power,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  United  States  in  1836  and  in  1795  and  17§8. 

Is  it  not  evident  that  the  grant  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  of  four 
hundred  dollars  a  year  for  five  years,  to  the  four  daughters  of  Count  de 
Grasse,  in  1795,  during  the  period  of  their  emigration,  was  designed  and 
intended  to  supply  their  wants  daring  their  temporary  exile,  to  which 
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they  were  subjected,  like  ao  laany  other  French  persons  who  received 
similar  aid  from  other  countries  ? 

Is  it  not  also  evident,  that  the  United  States  could  not,  in  1795  and  li9Sf 
publicly  declare  that  their  annud  revenues  exceed  their  6Xj>€0Eise  by  two 
hundred  millions  of  francs;  that  they  are  the  only  state  without  debts; 
and  that  they  seek  occasions  to  prove  to  France,  their  most  intimate  and 
oldest  ally,  their  satisfaction  at  having  at  length  received  from  her  the 
twenty^five  miUions  which  have  been  so  long  in  dispute  ? 

The  petitioners  would  consider  themselves  wanting  in  frankness  to- 
wards the  committee,  and  even  in  respect  for  the  dignity  of  CoMress,  the 
memory  of  their  graiidfather,  and  that  of  General  Leiayette,  if  they  dU 
not  conclude  their  observations  by  what  follows  : 

The  report  begins  thus :  ^'  That  this  appeal  to  the  magnanity  and  gen- 
erous sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  is  predicated  upon 
the  eminent  services  rendered  by  Marshal  Rochambeau  during  our  revo- 
lutionary struggle  in  achieving  our  independence.  It  has  been  made  un- 
der the  auspices,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  illustrious  Lafayette,  whose 
name  alone  is  a  passport  to  the  mo^  generous  feelings  of  the  American 
people.*' 

Here  the  granddaughters  of  the  marshal  call  on  the  reporter  and  the 
m^nbers  of  the  committee,  as  a  jury  chosen  by  the  respectable  represefit- 
atlves  of  the  American  people,  to  ask  themselves  a  question.  After  halv- 
ing declared  what  is  true,  diat  the  appeal  was  made  under  the  auqpioes 
and  advice  of  General  Lafayette,  does  the  committee  suppose  that  G^- 
•eral  Lafayette  could  have  been  ignorant  of  the  hopes  and  intentions  of 
the  granddaughters  of  the  marshal,  and  could  have  confounded  their  case 
with  that  of  the  daughters  of  Count  de  Grasse?  That  he  could  have  done 
so,  who  so  often  told  them  and  other  persons,  *^  I  have  received  {8200,000 
and  about  50,000  acres  of  land  from  the  Americans  ;  Congress  will  do  for 
the  descendants  of  the  marshal  what  will  be  worthy  of  the  magnanimity 
of  the  American  people ;  and  I  have,  before  my  death,  performed  a  duty 
which  I  have  long  been  anxious  to  fulfil,  that  of  establishing  the  fortune 
and  the  means  of  existence  of  the  family  of  the  marshal,  my  friend,  my 
chief,  and  my  model,  who  made  much  greater  saarifices  than  I  have  fcr 
the  American  cause.'* 

The  granddaughters  of  the  marshal,  after  these  words,  which  were  re- 

Cated  by  the  minister,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  others ;  and  after  the  pmi0es 
stowed  on  the  marshal  in  the  report,  have  nothing  more  to  say.  They 
will^wait  respectfully  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  committee,  and 
of  Congress,  which  will  not  oppose  to  M.  del  Lafayette  himself  the  argu- 
ment that  the  marshal  commanded  a  forei^  armed  force,  which  certain- 
ly deserved  to  be  considered  as  forming,  with  that  of  the  Americans^  one 
army,  and  which  might  be  termed  the  Franco- American  army. 

MARQUISE  DA  LA  GOREE, 
COMTESSE  D'AMBRUGEAC, 
Granddaughters  of  Marshal  de  Mochambemu. 
GENERAL  COMTE  D'AMBRUGEAC. 
51 
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Januart  11}  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have  been  induced  to  report 
•  the  accompanying  bill,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  special  legislation  and 
separate  action  on  the  several  cases  which  fall  within  the  ope.raticHi  of 
the  principles  of  the  bill.  The  committee  deem  it  proper  to  give  to  tiie 
resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  16th  September,  1776,  promising 
lands  to  the  ofScers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  a  retrospective  operation,  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  heirs  of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  service  before 
that  date.  The  land,  or  its  equivalent  in  scrip,  is  a  poor  boon  in  behalf 
of  families  whose  ancestors  sacrificed  their  lives  in  our  stniggle  for  inde- 
pendence. 


Jaiotabt  12, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, report : 

That  they  have  deemed  it  proper,  by  the  accompanying  bill,  to  make 
a  general  provision  in  favor  of  all  persons  entitled  to  the  haU*  pay  for 
seven  years  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  on  the 
94th  of  August,  1780.  The  object  of  the  committee  is,  to  save  the  trouble 
of  special  legislation  in  each  particular  case ;  and  they  apprehended  the 
claims  can  be  as  well,  if  not  better,  examined  into  and  adjusted  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  than  they  can  be  by  the  action  of  this  committee 
in  each  case. 


January  17, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Ho- 
dijah  Meade  and  Benjamin  Meade  was  referred,  report : 

That  the  petitioners,  as  the  heirs  of  Captain  Eversurd  Meade,  who  was 
an  officer  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  have  been  allowed  the  commu- 
tation pay,  without  interest,  found  to  be  due  by  the  United  States  to  Uie 
said  Everard  Meade,  for  his  services  as  a  captain  of  infantry  in  the  Vir- 
ginia continental  line  of  the  army  to  the  end  of  the  war. — (See  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  30th  day  of  June,  1834.) 

They  now  petition  for  the  interest  due  on  the  principal  sum  thus  al- 
lowed them.  The  promise,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  allow  in- 
terest on  commutation  pay,  is  express  and  unequivocal ;  and  the  uniform 
practice  of  Congress  was,  both  under  the  Confederation  and  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  a  series  of  time,  to  allow  interest,  till  within  the  last  three  or 
four  years.  The  propriety  of  allowing  interest  on  those  claims  has  been 
questioned  in  one  branch  of  Congress ;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  few 
cases  have  been  allowed  without  interest.  This  case  is  one  of  that  num- 
ber. The  committee,  nevertheless,  feel  boimd,  in  conformity  with  the 
express  engagement  of  the  Government,  to  allow  mterest  on  commutation 
pay,  and,  with  the  almost  uniform  practice  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  to 
recommend  the  allowance  of  interest  to  the  petitioners ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose a  bill  is  reported. 


403 

Sasvaky  17;  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Robert  Bealle,  report : 

That  the  petitioners  claim  commutation  and  interest  for  the  services  of 
Captain  Robert  Bealle,  of  the  13th  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  es* 
tablishment.  By  the  depositions  and  other  evidence  filed  with  the  peti- 
tion,  it  is  proved,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  that  Captain  Robert 
Bealle  was  a  captain  in  the  13th  regiment  Virginia  line  on  the  continental 
establishment,  which  regiment  was  afterwards  called  or  reduced  to  the 
7th  ;  that  he  served  as  such  until  he  retired  as  a  supernumerary,  in  the 
year  1781.  The  testimony  to  this  point  will  be  found  in  the  affidavits 
of  «mdry  witnesses,  and  numbered  from  5  to  10,  inclusive ;  the  certificate 
of  General  Wood,  bearing  date  the  27th  June,  1803;  the  certificate  of 
the  register  of  the  land  office  of  Virginia,  and  of  Mr.  Oordon,  of  the 
bounty  land  office,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia ;  by 
which  it  appears  additional  bounty  land  was  granted  by  that  State  to 
Captain  Robert  Bealle,  and  numbered  11  and  12.  It  appears  by  the  evi- 
dence that  there  were  two  Captains  Robert  Bealle  in  the  Vii^ia  contl- 
nental  line;  one  of  whom  received  his  commutation,  and  is  on  the  pen- 
sion-list, under  the  act  of  May  15th,  1822,  and  now  residing  in  West- 
moreland county,  Virginia.  The  same  evidence  proves,  most  conclu-^ 
sively,  that  Captain  Robert  Bealle,  the  grandfather  of  the  petitioners, 
never  received  commutation. 

The  committee  therefore  believe  that  the  petitioners  are  entided  to  re- 
relief,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


No.  5. 


Lancastxb,  9S. 

Presley  Carr  Lane,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  firom  the  county  of  Fay- 
ette, being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith :  That  on  the  decease  of  Col- 
onel Robert  Bealle,  (formerly  a  captain  in  the  continental  army,)  this  de- 
ponent, and  widow  of  Ae  said  Colonel  Robert  Bealle,  obtained  letters  of 
administration  upon  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  in  due  form  of 'law ;  that 
the  said  Cdonel  Robert  Bealle  left  two  children  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
who,  he  believes,  are  still  living,  to  wit :  Betsey  Brooke  Bealle,  aged 
about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years,  and  Robert  Bealle,  aged  about  thirteen 
years.  And  Unn  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  agreed  that  warrants  shall 
issue  in  favor  of  the  said  children,  for  any  land  that  may  belong  to  the 
said  Colonel  Robert  BeaUe  by  reason  of  his  services  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

P.  C.  LANE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  4th  day  of  March,  1800,  before  me,x>ne 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Lancaster  and  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

A.  HUBLEY. 
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I  certi^  that  the  within  is  a^  tfUe  copy  of  a  document  one  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Department  of  War. 

Oiren  under  my^  hand|.  at  the  'War  Office^  tln»  1 7th  dfty  of  September, 
1808, 

H^fiOGEIBS. 


No.  6. 


I  do  hereby  certify  that  I,  the  subeoribery  was  married  to  the  late  Cs^ 
tain  Robert  Bealle  (now  deceased)  in  the  year  1781,  and  be  then  be^ 
long^  to  the  Unit^  States  army  ;x  and<  that  he  waa  the  same  Captauif 
Robert  Beidle  alluded  to  in  the  cortiiioates'of  Prettey  CmntLan^ElKi^ 
Qenend  Joe.  W!n)ook,and  Doctor  Johh  Kmg^t>;  and  that  the  afiMreeaad- 
Presley  Can  Lane  and  m3r8elf  did  administer  on  the  estate  of  the  aaid 
Robert  Bealle,  in  the  year  178#,  in  Fayette  county,  PennsylTania,  all  o£ 
which  is  of  record  in  that  office ;  and  I  do  furthermore  eertify  thai  I  had 
tWO'childien  by  hiin,  which  are  both  living,  viz:  Betaey  Ikooke  BettUe^. 
who  has  since  intermarried  with  Adam  Stc^,  and  Robert  Bealle. 

Given  under  my  hand^at  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  this  17th  day  of  JTuae^ 
1808. 

ELIZABETH  BEALLE. 

COMISOVWXALTH  OT  SLxirrucKT,  >    •  . 

Shelby  county,  J  *^^ ' 

This  day  Elizabeth  Bealle,  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said 
county,  makes  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  of  Acts  contained  in 
the  above  or  foregoing  certificate. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  tliis  17th  day  of  June,  1808. 

JAMES  BRADSHAW. 


No.  7. 


We,  the  subscribers,  do  certify  that  we  were  peisoiially  aoquaiiiced' 
with  the  late  Captain  Robert  Bealle,  (now  deceased;)  that  we  boChr 
served  with  him  in  the  same  regiment  in  the  United  States  army ;  that: 
we  were  well  informed  tiiat  he  married  widow  ElisabeUi  Stepheilson<;. 
we  were  personally  acquainted  with  them  botfi  alter  they  weie  married,, 
and  until  the  deadi  of  the  said  Bealle,  in  the  year  1789 ;  that  h»  had  tw# 
diildren,  viz :  Betaey  Brooke  Bealle  and  Robert  Bealle,  which  are  bedir 
now  living;  anl  we  luure  a*  full  reference  to  the  certifiedtd^of  hie  wifil^. 
Elizabeth  Bealle,  of  this  date,  which  we  know  to  be  substatttiallyooflMr^ 
Given  under  our  hands,  this  17th  day  of  June,  1808. 

JOSEPH  WINLOCK, 
LateUetaenmntin  tht  7ih  Firgmim  regimmt^ 
JN<X  KNiaHT, 
Late  surgeon* s  matey  late  1th  Ptrgtmia*  ngilmeM. 
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CoMifdirwsAj/FH  aw  Kssttuckt^  >     . 
Shelby  county,  5       * 

This  day  the  before-named  Joseph  Winlock  and  John  Knight  came- 
before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  coismty,  and  made  oath  to  the^ 
truth  of  the  statements  of  facts  contained  in  the  abore  or  foregoing 
certificate. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  I7th  June,  1818. 

JAMES  BRADSHAW. 


No.  8. 


S£t&LB7  CoumpT,  Stav*  orKtmvoxYy 

June  17,  1808. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  Robert  Bealle  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  a  captain  in  the  13th  Virginia  regiment  on  continental 
establidunent,  at  the  commencement  of  the  raising  of  said  regiment,  which 
was,  some  time  after  the  battle  of  Genmantown,  the  9th  regiment,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  war  was  the  7th  Vir^ia  regiment ;  the  said  Robert 
Bealle  served  in  the  said  regiment  with  myself  until  about  the  year  1781, 
when  there  was  an  arrangement  took  place  in  the  army  that  tiurned  out 
anumber  of  officers  as  supernumeraries,  of  which  the  said  Bealle  wta 
one ;  and  I  have  been  well  informed  that  the  said  Robert  Boalla  temdi 
one  year  previous  to  ih^  raising  of  the  13th  rogiment,  as  a  lievteMiit  tsK 
des  Captain  John  Stephenson,  which,  I  b^ieved,  manrched  to  the  SoWfa^ 
about  the  year  1775  or  1776. 

Qirea  under  my  hand,  the  day  and  da4e  above. 

JOSEPH  WINLOCK, 
Laie  Ueutenani  in  the  1th  Virginia  raiment. 

Commonwealth  of  Eentuckt,  >     . 
Shelby  county y  5*^^' 

This^day  Joseph  Vnnlock  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said 
county,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  facts  contained  in 
the  foregoing  certificate. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  17th  June,  1808. 

JAMES  BBAiDSHlLWi 


No.  9. 


Shxlbt  Couvty,.  State  of  Eentuckt, 

June  17, 1808. 
I  do  certify  that  Robert  Bealle  wals  first  captain  in  the  13th  Virginia 
regiment ;  that  the  regiment  was  afterwards  the  9tti  Vii^inia  regiment, 
and,  last  of  all,  before  the  expiration  of  the  war,  the  same  regiment  was 
the  7th  Virginia  reghnent  I  think  it  was  in  the  year  1781  that  Captain 
RdbeirBeH^Tetireia^fi^ifi^he  reg&nottC^  atf^tMMPMtt^ttryV  bf  a^  liEWdf 
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The  said  Robert  Bealle  was  first  lieutenant  in  Ciqptain  John  Stephen- 
son's company,  under  Colonel  Muhlenberg,  now  General  Muhlenberg, 
and  was  at  the  defending  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  under  General 
Lee,  more  than  one  year  before  the  13th  Virginia  regiment  was  raised. 
Given  under  my  hand,  this  day  above. 

JOHN  KNIGHT, 
Late  surgeon? 9  mate,  1th  Virginia  regiment. 


COMMONWXALTH  OF  ExNTtTCKY,  >       . 

Shelby  county,  S       ' 


This  day  John  Knight,  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county, 
and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  fiiets  contained  in  the  fore- 
going certificate. 

Given  imder  my  hand  and  seal,  this  17th  June,  1808. 

JAMES  BRADSHAW. 


No.  10. 


Jeffsbson  County,  State  of  Kentucky, 

March  8,  1803. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  Robert  Bealle  was  first  captain  in  the  13th  Vir- 
ginia regiment ;  dmt  the  regiment  was  afterwards  the  9th  Virginia  regi- 
ment, and,  last  of  all,  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  war,  the  same  regi- 
ment was  the  7th  Virginia  regiment  I  think  it  was  in  the  year  1781  that 
Captain  Robert  Bealle  retired  from  the  regiment  as  supernumerary,  by  a 
law  of  Congress.  The  said  Robert  Bealle  was  first  lieutenant  in  Captain 
John  Stephenson's  company,  under  Colonel  Muhlenberg,  now  General 
Muhlenberg,  and  was  at  the  defending  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  un- 
der General  Lee,  more  than  one  year  before  the  13th  Virginia  regiment 
was  raised. 
Given  under  my  hand,  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

JNO.  HARRISON. 

Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  >      . . 
Jefferson  county,  3 

This  day  Major  John  Harrison  came  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
fi)r  said  county,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  facts  con- 
tained in  the  above  certificate. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  8th  day  of  March,  1803. 

JAMES  TAYLOR,  Jr.,  J.  P.,  J.  C. 


No.  11. 

Department  of  Wab, 
Bounty  Land  Office,  January  14, 1833. 
I  oertifir  that  the  aforegoing,  from  pwe      to  page     ,  inclusive,  are 
tnM  copies  taken  from  the  oris^nals  on  file  in  this  office,  upon  which  a 
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land  warrant  for  300  acres  issued  on  the  16th  September,  180S/to  Betsey 
B.  Steele  and  Robert  Bealle,  heirs  at  law  of  Robert  Bealle,  who  was  a 
captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  line.  I  further  certify  that  it  appears 
by  the  records  in  this  office,  land  warrant  number  263,  for  300  acres,  is- 
sued on  the  5th  February,  1794,  in  the  name  of  Robert  Means,  assignee 
of  Robert  Bealle,  who  was  also  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  continental 
line. 

WM.  GORDON,  First  Clerk. 


No.  12. 

In  Council,  August  6, 1803. 
It  is  advised  that  Robert  Bealle  be  allowed  his  additional  bounty  of 
land  of  seventeen  months,  for  his  services  as  captain  in  the  continental 
army. 

Extract  from  the  journal. 

DAN'L  L.  HYLTON, 

Ckrk  qf  the  Council 
ViBGiNiA,  to  wit  : 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  Dan'l  L.  Hylton,  who  signs  the  above  order 
of  CotmciT,  is  clerk  of  the  Council  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  frdl 
fiuth  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  all  things  certified  by  him  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand  as  Governor,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Common- 
wealth, at  Richmond,  this  27th  day  of  April,  1809. 

JNO.  TYLER. 


Januart  17, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  cer- 
tain documents,  intended  to  make  out  a  claim  of  commutation  in  fiivor  of 
the  heirs  of  Luke  Cannon,  deceased,  who  was  ensign  and  lieutenant  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  report  : 

That  the  accompan3ring  letter  of  the  Third  Auditor  shows,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  committee,  there  is  no  subsisting  claim  in  this  case,  as  the 
officer  himself  received  commutation  pay  in  his  lifetime ;  they  are  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  relief  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Tbeasuhy  Department, 

Third  Auditor* 9  Office,  January  12,  1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, that  it  appears,  from  the  revolutionary  Records,  that  Luke  Cannon 
was,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment,  and  in  that  capacity  he  appears  to  have  received 
his  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  naif  pay  for  life. 
With  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 
Hon.  A.  H.  Shbpperd, 

qfthe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^ 

House  cf  Representatives,  U.  States. 


408 

JAirtrAST  17,  ISiS. 

The  Oommittee  on  Rerolntionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  representatives  of  Captain  William  Johnson,  report : 

That  tbffy  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  find  that  it  iip- 
pears  fixmi  the  ^Perolutionary  records,  on  file  in  the  Third  Auditor's  offioe, 
Treasury  Department,  that  Captain  William  Johnson  received  his  com- 
mutation of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  from  Andrew 
Dunscomb,  Esq.,  the  United  States  agent,  who  settled  with  the  Virginia 
continental  line  after  the  war.  It  so  happens  that  the  original  papers  on 
which  Mr.  Dunscomb's  settlement  with  Captain  Johnson  was  nouEuie  have 
been  preserved,  and  on  comparing  his  signatures  to  said  papers  with  a 
signature  to  a  certain  letter  addressed  to  his  mother,  and  dated  July  10, 
177$,  submitted  to  the  committee  in  support  of  the  claim,  there  is  not  the 
■shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  officer,  refenred  to  in  the  petition  referred  td 
the  committee,  is  the  identical  officer  who  received  his  commutation,  as 
above  stated,  from  Mr.  Dunscomb. 


Januabt  18, 18dS. 

Tlie  CommiUae  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  WUliam  Fountain,  report : 

The  case  was  examined  at  the  1st  session  of  the  24th  Congress,  and 
favombly  reported  on,  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners.  That 
report  the  committee  adopt,  and  ask  that  it  may  be  considered  as  part  of 
this.  In  accordance  with  it,  a  bill  is  again  reported  for  the  relief  of  the 
petitioners. 

May  17,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  refened  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  WilUam  Foun- 
tain, report : 

It  satisfactorily  appears  to  the  committee  that  William  Fountain  was 
the  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  guards  raised  to  guard  the  con- 
vention troops,  and  served  as  such  until  the  regiment  was  disbanded,  in 
May,  1781.  This  fact  is  established  by  the  certificate  of  Major  John 
Roberts,  of  that  regiment.  It  also  appears  that  said  Fountain  was  in 
active  service  at  an  early  period  of  die  Revolution,  before  said  regiment 
was  raised.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  resigned  his  commission  after 
ibe  regiment  was  disbandisd. 

Commutation  has  been  conceded  to  Colonel  Taylor,  the  commandant 
of  the  regiment,  by  a  favorable  report  from  the  committee  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  and  we  perceive  no  ground  of  difierence  between  him  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fountain.  We  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  his  legal  representatives. 
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Janu-Art  18,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, made  the  following  report : 

Martha  Jones,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  others,  as  heirs,  claim  comhiuta- 
tion  for  the  revolutionary  serrices  of  Major  William  Langbourne.  It 
appears  from  a  resolution  of  Congress,  dated  October  6, 1783,  (vol.  4,  page 
283,)  that  the  services  of  the  said  Langbourne,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  were  recognised  in  a  complimentary  manner ;  and  that  it  was 
resolved  to  confer  upon  him  the  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  It 
further  appears,  from  the  statement  of  the  Third  Auditor,  that  an  uccomu 
was  opened  with  said  Langbourne,  as  major,  the  particulars  of  which 
cannot  be  fully  ascertained,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of 
the  journal  of  accounts.  It  further  appears  that,  in  1824,  the  heirs  of  said 
Latjgbourne  obtained  a  land  warrant  for  6,224  acres,  from  the  State  of 
Virginia,  for  seven  years'  service  as  a  major  in  the  continental  line.  This 
warrant  was  issued  upon  various  certificates  being  filed,  copies  of  which 
are  before  the  committee,  and  show  satisfactorily  the  services  of  said 
Langbourne  as  late  as  1781.  The  committee  entertain  no  doubt  but  that 
said  Langbourne  was  entitled  to  commutation  as  a  major  in  the  conti- 
nental line,  and  therefore  report  a  bill  in  favor  of  his  legal  representatives. 


January  25, 1838. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Sarah  Maudeville,  report : 

That  the  claim  set  up  in  the  petition  is  for  the  value  of  a  dweUing -house 
and  out-houses  alleged  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  in  consequence  of  their  occupation  by  the  American 
troops. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  a  witness,  named  John  Croft,  swears  that  he 
resided  in  Peeksldll,  State  of  New  York,  in  the  year  1777,  where  John 
Mandeville,  the  late  husband  of  the  petitioner,  owned  a  large  frame  dwell- 
ing-house, used  by  said  Mandeville  as  an  inn,  together  with  a  barn,  car- 
riage-house, and  sheds ;  that,  during  that  year,  the  American  army,  under 
General  Putnam,  encamped  on  said  Mandeville's  plantation,  and  took 
possession  of  and  occupied  the  above-mentioned  dwelling-house  as  head- 
quarters, and  the  barn,  carriage-house,  and  sheds,  for  the  reception  of  their 
baggage,  ammunition,  and  provisions  ;  that,  during  such  possession,  he 
frequently  passed  the  premises,  and  always  found  sentinels  placed  around 
them  both  by  day  and  night;  that,  while  the  houses  were  thus  occupied 
by  our  troops,  they  were  all  burnt,  about  the  4th  of  October,  1777,  by  a 
part  of  the  British  forces  which  ascended  the  Hudson  and  landed  at  Peeks- 
kill.  Witness  says  that,  from  an  eminence  a  mile  or  two  off,  he  actUc-Uly 
saw  the  buildings  burning,  and  that,  after  the  enemy  had  retired,  he  ap- 
proached and  viewed  the  ruins,  which  were  then  still  smoking.  This 
winiess  is  fully  sustained  by  Henry  Thomas,  who  adds  that  he  was  one 
of  the  men  engaged  in  driving  the  British  from  Peckskill  after  the  de- 
struction of  Mandeville's  property.  The  petitioner,  Sarah  Mandeville, 
has  also  given  testimony.  Whilst  her  deposition  confirms  the  foregoing 
52 
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slatcments,  she  goes  farther,  and  gives  the  names  of  General  Dougal,  Gen- 
eral Huntington,  Colonel  Burr,  and  Major  Piatt,  who,  under  General 
Putnam,  occupied  her  husband's  house  as  lieadquarters.  She  says  that 
one  room  of  the  house  was  used  as  the  office  of  the  paymaster,  and  that 
another  was  appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  holding  courts  martial.  It  is 
stated  to  the  committee,  from  a  very  respectable  source,  that  Mrs.  Man- 
deville  and  Mr.  Croft  are  persons  of  fair  character,  and  entitled  to  confi- 
^  deiice.  The  truth  of  the  foregoing  statements,  made  by  credible  witnesses, 
is  rendered  still  more  probable  from  the  well-ascertained  historical  fact 
tliat  General  Putnam  and  his  forces  did  occupy  a  position  at  or  near 
Peekskill,  and  retired  to  the  heights  upon  the  landing  of  the  enemy  on 
the  4th  or  5th  of  October,  1777,  the  time  at  wliich  Mandeville's  property 
is  alleged  and  proved  to  have  been  destroyed. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ought  to  be  granted  ;  and  they  accordingly  report  a  bill. 


January  25,  1S38. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
'  petition  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Israel  Honeywell,  report: 
The  petitioners  state  that  they  are  the  heirs  of  Israel  Honeywell,  who 
served  as  an  officer  of  mihtia  during  the  revolutionary  war,  in  Westchester 
county.  New  York  ;  that  said  Honeywell  was  the  owner  of  a  large  and 
valuable  real  estate  in  said  county  of  Westchester,  at  or  near  a  place  call- 
ed  Saw-mill  river,  on  which  were  erected  a  valuable  dwelling-house, 
bai'n,  and  cider-mill ;  that  said  Honeywell,  owing  to  his  active  partisan 
services,  had  become  especially  obnoxious  to  the  British,  who,  in  the  fall 
of  1776,  seized  and  carried  away  his  four  slaves,  together  with  all  his 
stock  and  moveable  property.  It  is  further  alleged  that,  after  the  battle 
*  of  White  Plains,  his  house,  barn,  and  cider-mill,  were  taken  possession  of 
by  a  portion  of  the  American  army,  and  occupied  as  an  outpost  until  they 
were  afterwards  burned  by  the  British  troops.  This  petition  is  duly 
sworn  to  by  Jemima  Wateu,  the  daughter  and  one  of  the  heifs  of  said 
Israel  Honeywell. 

Tlie  material  facts  alleged  in  said  petition  are  supported  fully,  in  the 
,  opinion  of  the  committee,  by  the  depositions  of  Samuel  Young,  Jacob 
'  Odell,  and  Gilbert  Underbill.     These  witnesses  prove  that  the  house  was 
taken  possession  of  as  early  as  the  winter  of  1776,  by  the  American  troops, 
^  and  occupied  as  an  outpost  until  burned  ;  that  before  it  was  burned  the 
'  family  of  said  Honeywell  removed  from  the  premises  to  a  place  of  greater 
security — ^leaving  them  in  the  possession  of  our  troops,  in  whose  posses- 
sion they  were  in  1778,  when  the  house,  barn,  and  cider-mill  were  burned 
'  by  Delancy's  corps,  a  part  of  the  British  force  stationed  at  the  time  at 
M(5rrisiana.     It  appears  by  the  certificates  of  the  persons  before  whom 
the  depositions  were  taken,  that  the  deponents  are  men.of  good  character. 
From  the  proof  adduced,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  remuneration 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  value  of  the  dwelling-bouse  only,  the  proof  not 
being  explicit  as  to  the  possession  of  the  other  buildings  by  the  American 
troops  at  the  time  they  were  destroyed ;  therefore  report  a  bfll. 
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January  i&5,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  \v1iom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  William  Boyce,  deceased,  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 

That  this  case  was  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  at  the  last  Congress,  and  the  following  report  made  thereon,  viz  f 

March  3,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of  the  personal  representatives  of 
William  Boyce,  deceased,  report : 

That  they  have  reviewed  the  testimony  in  the  case,  and  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  services  of  the  said  William  Boyce,  as  a  lieutenant 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  were  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  five  years' 
full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolution  of  22d  of 
Maich,  1783. 

There  exists  no  doubt  that  the  said  William  Boyce  was  a  first  lieuten- 
ant in  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establishment;  nor 
would  the  committeG  have  hesitated  to  have  reported  in  favor  of  allaw^* 
ing  commutatioa  pay,  in  the  first  instance,  but  for  the  statement  of  the 
First  Auditor,  that  it  appeared  by  the  revohuionary  records,  on  file  in  hia 
office,  that  the  said  William  Boyce  became  a  supernumerary  officer  on 
the  30th  of  September,  177S..  Since  the  recommitment  of  the  petition 
evidence  has  been  supplied  convincing  the  committee  that  he  was  after-* 
wards  in  active  service,  and  continued  so  in  the  service  as  to  have  beea 
entitled  to  commutation  pay.  The  evidence  on  which  this  opinion  ia 
founded  is  contained  in  tjiree  depositions,  that  of  James  Martin,  that  of. 
James  Laffoon,  and  that  of  Vaohel  Faudre.  In  the  first  it  is  stated,  ex- 
pressly, that  the  said  Boyce  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Guilford  court- 
house, in  1781,  and  tliat  he  afterwards  marched  into  the  State  of  Virginia, 
with  some  troops.     He  acted  as  adjutant  in  the  battle  of  Guilford. 

In  the  deposition  of  Laffoon  it  is  stated,  while  he  (Laflbon)  was  lying 
at  Hillsborough,  in  North  Carolina,  William  Baycti,  as  adjutant,  joined 
the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged  ;  that  this  regiment  was  at  Camdeu 
when  General  Gates  was  defeated,  and  that  said  Boyce  there  commanded 
as  adjutant.  It  is  also  stated,  m  the  same  deposition,  that  he  acted  as  ad- 
jutant in  the  engagement  of  Guilford  court-house. 

In  the  deposition  of  Vachel  Faudre,  it  is  stated  most  expressly  that  Wil- 
liam Boyce  was  engaged  in  the  battle  commonly  known  as  Gates's  defeat, 
in  1780.  The  deponent  slates  that  during  the  action  the  said  Boyce  was^ 
thrown  from  his  horse,  and  that  he  and  one  Zachariah  Kitig  assisted  him 
in  remounting  his  horse.  After  the  "defeat,"  the  American  troops  re->. 
treated  in  small  detachments ;  that  with  which  he  (the  deponent)  fell  iii, 
went  to  Hillsborough,  where  he  again  found  Adjutant  Boyce.  They 
were  then  separated,  and  he  did  not  again  see  Boyce  until  the  spring  fol- 
lowing, when  he  met  him  in  Petersburg  :  that  at  a  still  later  period  thau 
this,  at  Richmond,  he  found  Adjutant  Boyce  in  command,  and  saw  him 
in  a  severe  skirmish  at  Jamestown,  where  he  acted  with  great  bravery.    . 

It  is  stated,  in  the  same  deposition,  that  William  Boyce  was  in  com- 
mand, as  adjutant,  ia  the  rejgunent  to  which  the  deponent  belonged,  at  tha 
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siege  of  York,  and  until  the  surrender  of  Comwallis,  shortly  after  which 
event  th^y  were  separated,  and  did  not  again  see  each  other  until  about 
the  1st  of  December,  1811,  near  Lexington,  in  Kentucky. 

If  these  depositions  contain  the  truth,  (and  the  committee  have  no  rea- 
son to  suspect  they  do  not,)  it  is  evident  that  William  Boyce,  though  he 
was  a  supernumerary  otficer  on  the  30th  of  September,  1778,  was  again 
in  active  service,  and,  the  presumption  is,  so  continued  until  the  cloee  of 
the  war. 

The  question  may  here  be  started,  did  he,  after  the  time  he  was  return- 
ed a  supernumerary  officer,  in  1778,  serve  as  a  continental  or  as  a  militia 
officer  ?  The  committee  feel  authorized  to  draw  the  conclusion,  presump- 
tively at  least,  that  his  services  were  rendered  in  the  capacity  of  a  con- 
tinental officer,  from  the  fact,  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  William  H.  Richardson,  that  William  Boyce  was 
allowed  ati  additional  bounty  of  land,  as  a  lieutenant,  for  one  year  and 
nine  months'  service  in  the  continental  army.  They,  therefore^  import  a 
bill,  allowing  the  legal  representatives  of  said  Boyce  the  commutation  pay 
of  a  lieutenant. 

The  conclusion  to  which  the  committee  come,  fn  the  foregoing  report, 
deems  to  have  been  fully  warranted  by  the  evidence  then  before  them; 
but  this  committee,  believing  that  there  might  be  some  more  satisfactory 
evidence  obtained  from  the  archives  of  the  Revolution  in  Virginia,  made 
application,  through  one  of  their  members,  to  the  auditor  of  public  ac- 
counts of  that  State,  for  a  certificate  of  the  settlement  which  they  presu- 
med had  been  made  with  William  Boyce..  under  the  act  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  passed  at  the  November  session  of  17S1,  and  which  certifi- 
cate they  have  obtained.  It  shows,  unfortunately  for  the  petitioners,  that 
Lieutenant  William  Boyce  was  settled  with,  for  his  services  in  the  army, 
only  up  to  the  30th  of  September,  1778;  the  very  period  at  which  he 
appears,  by  the  old  war  rolls,  on  file  in  the  War  Department,  to  have 
become  a  supernumerary  officer.  This  addition  to  the  evidence  obliges 
this  committee  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  committee  of  the  last  Con- 
gress. If  Lieutenant  Boyce  had  served  to  a  later  period  than  the  30th  of 
beptember,  1778,  as  a  continental  oflScer,  the  committee  cannot  conceive 
why  a  settlement,  made  in  1783,  should  have  been  for  services  only  up  to 
that  time,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  act,  by  authority  of  which  the 
atettlement  was  made,  would  have  continued  his  full  pay  up  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1782,  if  he  had  continued  in  the  conlinenlal  service  to  the  close 
of  the  war,  as  is  alleged. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  parol  testimony  in  the  case  proves  service  until 
after  the  surrender  of  Comwallis.  It  is  admitted  that  it  does.  But,  was 
this  service  subsequent  to  the  30th  of  September,  1778,  rendered  ia  the 
continental  line*of  the  army?  If  it  was,  Boyce  was  entitled  to  commu- 
tation. If  it  was  not,  he  was  not  entitled.  The  committee  believe  that 
ipoyce,  after  he  had  become  supernumerary,  as  to  the  continental  line, 
went  into  the  militia  line  of  service,  as  did  very  many  of  the  continental 
supernumerary  ofla.cers,  at  different  periods  of  the  war.  It  was  no  strange 
thing  for  a  continental  oflSlcer,  being  supernumerary,  to  be  found  in  the 
command  of  militia.  On  the  contrary,  they  were*  generally  selected  by 
the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Virginia  for  that  kind  of  service^  in  prefer- 
ence of  the  militia  officers.  This  fact  at  once  reconciles  the  parol  with  the 
record  evidence  in  this  case. 
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Again:  it  would  seem  a  little  strange  that  Lieutenant  Boyce  should 
have  been  recalled  into  the  continental  service  proper,  after  being  super- 
niuneraryj,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  further  reduction  of  the 
line  of  officers  in  1779,  (the  next  year  after  he  had  become  supernumerary,) 
and  another  reduction  in  1780.  What  reason  could  have  existed  for  re- 
calling the  supernumerary  officers  into  service,  at  a  time  when  the  corps 
of  officers  was  so  redundant  as  to  make  further  reduction  necessary? 

Jiesoived^  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  be  rejected. 


January  25,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Jacob  Greer,  report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  found  in  a  pocketbook  belonging  to  his 
father-in-law,  a  soldier  of  the  Revohition,  '*  a  fifty  dollar  bill  of  continental 
money/'  and  asks  that  Congress  may  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  take  in 
said  bill  and  pay  the  nK)ney  for  it. 

^  Neither  the  bill  nor  a  description  of  it  accompany  the  petition.  What 
value  was  given  for  it  is  not  known  ;  neither  can  its  value,  at  the  time, 
be  ascertained,  under  the  circumstances  stated. 

The  committee  think  the  prayer  unreasonable,  for  numerous  reasons, 
not  deemed  necessary  to  detail.  It  believes  the  payment  of  all  continen- 
tal bills  a  question  not  proper  to  be  even  considered;  a  request  which 
ought  not,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  granted.    It  is  therefore 

Besolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 


January  25,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Thomas  Bay  top,  report :  , 

This  case  was  examined  at  the  1st  session  of  the  2-Uh  Congress,  and 
favorably  reported  on.  Upon  reviewing  the  case,  and  getting  additional 
evidence  from  the  authorities  of  Virguiia,  the  committee  has  found  rea- 
son for  a  change  of  opinion. 

The  petitioners  state  that  their  father,  Thomas  Baytop,  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  early  part  of  the  Revolution,  and  served 
in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
They  therefore  ask  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  promised  to  such 
officers  by  the  resolves  of  October,  1780,  and  March,  1783. 

In  snpport  of  this  statement,  several  respectable  witnesses  (Henry 
Buchanuan,  B.  M arnix,  Almon  Dunstan,  and  Alexander  C.  Shackleford) 
swear  that  they  knew  Captain  Thomas  Baytop  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  that  he  served  to  the  close  of  the  war  in  1733.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Taliaferro,  a  highly  respectable  witness,  swears  that  Captain  Baytop 
resided  at  his  father^s  house  previons  to  his  entering  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  distinctly  recollects  that  he  returned  from  the  service 
to  that  residence  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  not  nntil  then.  From 
his  own  knowledge,  and  from  the  information  and  l^elief  of  others,  he  has 
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no  hesitation  in  satring  that  Captain  Thomas  Baytop  entered  the  conti- 
nental service  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  (ind  served 
until  its  conchision. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  name  of  Captain  Thomas  Baytop  does  not  ap- 
pear on  any  of  the  revohitionary  records  on  file  in  the  Third  Auditor's 
office.  He  was  settled  with  by  the  Stale  of  Virginia  as  an  officer  of  the 
continental  linQ,  under  the  act  of  As'sembly  passed  November,  1781.  He 
received  a  certificate  himself  on  the  22d  of  March,  1783,  for  the  balance 
of  his  full  pay  for  services  prior  to  January  1,  1782,  to  wit :  pay  as  cap- 
tain lieutenant  of  artillery,  from  January  13,  1777,  to  February  5,  1778, 
and  as  captain,  from  5th  February,  1778,  to  December  11,  1779. 

No  parol  evidence  can  contravene  a  record  of  this  description.  If  Cap- 
tain Baytop  had  served  in  the  continental  line  longer  than  December,  1779, 
he  would,  when  settling  for  the  balance  of  his  full  pay  in  March,  1783,  for 
services  prior  to  January  1, 1782,  have  been  paid  for  a  longer  period  than 
December,  1779.  This  must  be  conclusive  as  to  his  not  serving  tzi  the 
continental  line  to  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  or  even  to  the  spring  of  1781, 
one  or  the  other  of  which  is  necessary  to  entitle  to  the  commutation  of 
half  pay.  The  probability  is  that  he  served  in  the  continental  line  to 
December,  1779,  and  for  the  balance  of  the  war  either  in  the  militia,  vol- 
unteers, or  State  troops,  and  was,  of  consequence,  not  entitled  to  commu- 
tation. The  committee,  therefore,  resolve  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers cannot  be  granted: 


Januart  25,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Holcombe,  deceased,  have  had  the  same  un- 
der consideration,  and  report  : 

That  the  petitioners  claim  the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay, 
promised  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  such  ofllcers 
as  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  become  supernumerary  after 
the  21st  of  October,  1780. 

The  committee'  are  opinion  that  John  Holcombe  was  not  entitled  to 
commutation,  because,  as  they  understand  the  evidence,  his  services  in 
the  continental  line  terminated  on  the  25th  of  March,  1779.  This  con- 
clusion is  believed  to  be  authorized  by  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  of  pub- 
lic accounts  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  show  that,  on  the  13th 
day  of  June,  1783,  a  certificate  was  issued  in  the  name  of  John  Holcombe, 
a  captain  of  infantry,  for  £269  13^.  4flf.,  as  pay  for  his  services  as  captain 
in  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1777,  to  the 
25th  of  March*  1779.  If  he  had  continued  longer  in  the  continental  ser- 
vice, the  committee  think  it  unquestionable  that  he  would  have  been  paid, 
under  the  act  of  the  November  session  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  to  a 
later  period,  even  up  to  the  1st  of  January,  1782,  if  he  had  served  to  that 
time. 

He  appears,  by  the  parol  testimony  in  the  case,  io  have  been  in  service 
after  1779,  but  he  was  doubtless  in  the  militia  service.  The  supernume- 
raries of  the  continent)al  Hne  were  generally,  if  not  universally,  employed 
by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  command  her  militia. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners be  rejected. 
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The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  wliich  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Susannah  Hayne  Pinckney,  sole  heir  and  representative  of  Cap-' 
tain  Richard  Shubrick,  report : 

The  petitioner  is  the  sole  heir  and  only  siirviving  daughter  of  Captain 
Richard  Shubrick  ;  she  claims  the  scrven  years*  half  pay  promised  by  the 
resolve  of  August  £4,  1780,  to  the  widow,  or,  in  case  of  her  death  or  in- 
termarriage, to  the  children  of  such  officers  as  have  died,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter die  in  the  service. 

It  appears,  from  incontestable  evidence,  that  Richard  Shubrick  was  a' 
captain  of  the  fid  South  Carolina  regiment  on  continental  establishment, 
(appointed  November  15, 1776,)  and  that  he  died  while  in  the  public  ser-. 
rice,  on  the  8th  day  of  Novertiber,  1777.  Major  General  Moultre  certi- 
fied these  facts  in  August,  1791. 

It  appears,  also,  that  Captain  Shubrick  left  a  widow  and  two  daughters; 
the  widow  intermarried  some  time  after  his  decease  ;  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters died,  leaving  no  chikJren,  so  that  the  petitioner,  the  only  daughter, 
Susannah  Hayne  Pinckney,  is  now  the  sole  heir  and  representative  of 
Captain  Richard  Shubrick. 

It  appears,  further,  that  this  case  was  examined,  under  a  reference 
made  by  the  House,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Knox,  as  early  as' 
November,  1791,  and  favorably  reported  on;  upon  which  report  there 
would,  however,  seem  to  have  been  no  final  action,  at  least  as  far  as  Cap- 
tain Shubrick's  heirs  were  concerned. 

The  committee  believe  the  petitioner  fully  entitled  to  the  seven  years* 
half  pay  promised  by  the  resolution  of  August  24,  1780;  and  as  it  ap- 
pears never  to  have  been  paid,  either  by  the  United  States  or  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  is  reported  for  her  relief. 


Janttart  27,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Elias  Hall  and  Alpheus  Hall,  report : 

The  petitioners  represent  themselves  as  the  youngest  sons  and  legal 
heirs  of  Captain  John  Hall,  who  was  wounded  and  killed  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war  in  the  summer  of  1777  ;  and,  after  a  recital  of  their  own  ser- 
vices and  privations,  not  material  to  this  examination,  pray  remuneration 
for  personal  property  belonging  to  their  father,  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
and  Which,  they  themselves  think,  would  have  been  valued,  at  the  date  of 
its  destruction,  at  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  committee  cannot  respond  favorably  to  the  relief  now  prayed. 

First.  The  spoliation  occurred  more  than  sixty  years  since,  and  is  at- 
tested only  by  the  firail  and  unconx)borated  recollection  of  the  petitioners' 
themselves. 

Secondly,  and  mainly.  If  the  spoliation  were  proved  by  testimony  the* 
most  explicit  and  disinterested,  this  Government  repudiates  the  pHnciple 
of  awarding  indemnity  for  property  not  pressed  into  public  service,  nor 
consumed  in  public  use,  but  lost  in  the  common  desolation  of  war. 
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Jakuabt  31,  La38< 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Theodore  Middleton,  have  had  the  same  under  consideratioD^ 
and  report : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  in 
lieu  of  the^half  pay  for  life  promised  by  the  resolutions  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, in  consideration  of  his  services  as  lieutenant  in  the  exira  regiment 
of  the  Maryland  continental  line  of  the  revolutionary  army. 

In  support  of  the  claim,  the  affidavit  of  Moimtjoy  Bailey,  who  was  a 
captain  in  the  said  extra  regiment,  and  the  certificate  of  the  register  of 
the  land  office  of  Maryland,  are  adduced.  Captain  Bailey,  in  his  affida- 
vit, states  positively  that  Theodore  Middleton  entered  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  as  a  lieutenant,  in  April,  1779,  in  the  second  Maryland 
extrA  regiment,  and  repau-ed  immediately  to  Annapolis,  the  seat  of  Gov- 
erimient;  that  he  went  from  thence  (the  affiant  being  with  him)  to  Pliila- 
deiphia,  and  that,  after  leaving  Philadelphia  for  a  time,  and  Teturain; 
again,  he  took  shipping  at  the  head  of  Elk  river  and  came  back  to  An- 
napolis, where  he  remained  for  a  long  time.  Afterwards,  he  marched 
through  the  State  of  Virginia  (Captain  Bailey  still  being  with  bim)  into 
North  Carolina,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  in  March,  1781 ;  after 
which  time,  to  wit:  in  the  month  of  October,  1781,  he  was  returned  hy 
General  Greene  as  a  supernumerary  officer. 

The  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  Maryland  states  that 
it  appears,  by  the  army  legers  of  the  Revolution  remaining  in  that  ofUce, 
liiat  an  account  is  opened  against  Theodore  Middleton,  a  lieutenant  (ex- 
tra regiment)  of  the  Maryland  line,  and  that  said  accounts  stand  stated 
and  settled  on  said  legers,  up  to  the  30ih  of  March,  ]L7S1. 

From  the  best  information  the  committee  have  been  able  to  obtain,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  extra  regiment,  to  which  the  petitioner  belonged, 
was  of  the  continental  establishment ;  and  if  so,  the  petitioner  is  unques- 
tionably entitled  to  commutation,  unless  he  forfeited  nis  right  by  resign- 
ing his  commission  ;  and  there  is  no  circumstance  known  to  the  commit- 
tee to  justify  the  suspicion  that  he  did  resign. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  albwing  him  commutation* 


Januabt  31,  1838. 

The  Comroittec  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Susanna  Shurley,  having  considered  the  same,  report : 

The  petitioner  represents  that  she  is  the  widow  of  Bennett  Shurley  j 
that  said  Shurley  was  a  regular  soldier  in  the  Maryland  continental  line, 
in  the  revolutionary  war ;  that  the  certificate  due  her  deceased  husband, 
for  100  acres  of  bounty  land,  has  been  lost;  and,  to  the  end  that  she  may 
use  and  enjoy  said  land,  she  prays  the  legislative  authority  to  authorize 
and  direct  the  renewal  of  said  certificate. 

William  Warfield^a  magistrate  of  Baltimore  city,  avouches  the  credit 
of  Arthnr  McLetm,  who  testifies  that  the  petitioner  is  the  widow  of  Ben- 
nett Shurley;  that  said  Shurley  was  in  the  battles  of  Guilford,  Camden 
and  Eutaw  Springs,  in  the  latter  of  which  he  was  badly  wounded.     ThJ 
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Utter  of  William  Gordon,  of  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  dated  October  12 f 
1836,  bears  evidence  that  land  warrant  No.  11706,  for  100  acres,  issued 
the  llth  March,  1791,  to  Bennett  Shurley, a  private  in  the  Maryland  con- 
tinental line ;  and  that  upon  inquiry  at  rhe  General  Land  Office,  it  is  as- 
certained that  no  patent  has  ever  issued  in  satisfaction  of  said  numbered 
warrant    The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill. 


Febbvaby  1, 1838. 

The  Conunittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  46)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Morfit,  report : 

The  committee  report  this  bill,  with  an  amendment  allowing  interest. 
They  recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill,  upon  the  ground  that  the  evi- 
dence convinces  them  that  Lieutenant  Mornt  was  transferred  lo  the  con- 
tinental line  of  the  regular  army,  and  was  entitled  to  the  rank,  pay,  and 
enioluments,  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  line  of  the  continental  army,  and  that 
he  was  not  an  officer  in  the  flying  camp  at  the  date  of  bis  secoiid  cap- 
tivity. 


Febbuaby  1, 1838« 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  H.,Overstreet,  report: 

That,  from  the  certificates  and  letters  accompanying  the  petition,  it  ap- 
pears that  John  H.  Overstreet  served  first  as  a  cadet  for  a  short  time,  and 
received  a  commission  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  on  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, 1787,  to  serve  under  Robert  Lawson,  in  the  militia  of  that  Com- 
monwealth, on  certain  tours  of  duty ;  that  in  March,  1781,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  captain  of  militia  from  Robert  Lawson,  brigadier  general 
of  militia,  by  the  orders  of  General  Green.  It  is  further  alleged,  in  said 
letters  and  certificates,  that  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Brandy  wine  and  Guil- 
ford, and  was  a  brave  and  valuable  soldier.  All  the  services  rendered  by 
John  H.  Overstreet  during  the  revolutionary  war  were  in  the  miUiia,  ex- 
cept the  short  time  he  served  as  a  cadet  in  1777.  No  evidence  has  been 
adduced  by  the  petitioners  that  Captain  Overstreet,  under  whom  they  claim 
as  heirs,  served  on  the  continental  establishment  during  the  war,  and,  al- 
though he  may  have  rendered  the  country  valuable  and  meritorious  ser- 
vices, as  no  provision  has  been  made  heretofore  by  Congress  for  similar 
services,  the  committee  report  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought' 
not  to  be  granted. 


Febbuaby  6,  183S. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Jonas  Bartlett,  report  : 

The  petitioner  states  that  no  is  intermarried  with  Abigail  Dale,  who  is 
the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Jeremiah  Dale,  who  was  a  non-eommis- 
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^sioned  officer  in  the  araiy  of  the  Revolution,  and  slain  at  Saratoga,  in  the 
year  1777. 

He  asks  that  his  wife  Abigail,  sole  heir  and  representative  of  said  Jere- 
miah Dale,  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  resolutions  of  May  15,  1778,  and 
August  24,  17S0,  giving  seven  years*  half  pay  to  the  \<ridow  or  children 
of  such  officers  of  the  army  as  may  die  in  the  service. 

These  resolutions,  applymg  only  to  commissioned  officers  of  the  army, 
and  not  to  non-commissioned  officers  or  privates,  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner cannot  be  granted,  and  the  committee  accordingly  so  resolve. 


February  6, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  General  James  Hogan,  report  : 

This  case  was  examined  at  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress, 
and  an  unfavorable  report  made  thereon  ;  in  which  report  the  commit- 
tee'Concur,  and  adopt  it  as  part  of  this.  It  may  be  found  in  the  manuscript 
reports  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  vol.  3,  p.  48. 

General  Hogan  was  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution, 
and  died  in  service  during  the  war.  His  heirs  have  received  the  seven 
years'  half  pay  to  which  the  widow  or  children  of  officers  dying  in  the 
service  were  entitled  under  the  resolutions  of  August  24,  1780.  They 
now  ask  for  the  bounty  land  to  which  an  officer  of  General  Hogan's  rank 
was  entitled.  Cbngress  promised  a  bounty  in  land  only  to  those  officers 
who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  became  supernumerary  at  some  pe- 
riod thereof,  and  to  the  heirs  of  such  as  were  "  slain  by  the  enemy." 
The  committee,  therefore,  again  resolve  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
cannot  be  granted. 

June  15,  1836. 

Certain  individuals,  in  the  character  of  heirs  of  General  James  Hogan, 
petition  for  bounty  land  for  his  miHtary  services  in  ihewar  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. It  appears  that  General  Hogan  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy 
at  the  capture  of  (Charleston,  and  died  while  m  captivity.  The  resolutions 
promising  bounty  land  to  the  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army  do  not 
embrace  the  case.  It  is  insisted,  however,  that  this  ought  to  be  an  excep- 
tion, and  that  Congress  should  grant  the  prayer  of  the  pethioners,  because 
the  death  of  General  Hogan  was  probably  occasioned  by  his  suflferings 
while  in  captavity,  and  hence  it  should  be  viewed  in  the  same  light  as 
though  he  had  been  "  slain  by  the  enemy,"  which  would  have  entitled 
his  heirs  to  bounty  land.  The  representatives  of  General  Hogan  received 
the  seven  years'  half  pay  which  they  were  entitled  to  under  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  in  consequence  of  his  dying  in  the  service,  and  the  com- 
mittee perceive  no  good  reason  for  enlarging  the  provisions  of  those  reso- 
lutions so  as  to  provide  for  cases  not  embraced  by  them.  They  cannot 
foresee  the  extent  to  which  the  exception,  if  made,  might  carry  us.  Our 
attention  has  been  called  to  two  bills  passed  in  1825,  one  for  the  relief  of 
Francis  Wright's  heirs,  and  the  other  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams. 
The  first  act  only  supplies  the  loss  of  a  land  warrant,  and  the  last  author- 
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izes  the  issuing  of  a  warrant  to  the  soldier  himself,  and  in  neither  can  we 
iSnd  a  precedent  for  favoring  the  petition  in  the  present  case. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
JReaolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Februart  17,  1838, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the' 
application  of  Charles  Woodson,  of  Virginia,  asking  that  commutation  be 
granted  him  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  services  of  his  father,  the 
late  Tarlton  Woodson,  deceased,  report : 

^  That,  as  early  as  the  year  1807,  the  said  Tarlton  Woodson  presented 
his  claim  to  Congress,  setting  forth  an  interesting  detail  of  his  services  in 
the  revohitionary  war,  which  he  alleges  commenced  as  early  as  the  year 
1775,  and  stating,  amongst  other  things,  the  fact  of  his  being  more  than 
three  years  a  prisoner  to  the  enemy.  After  mentioning  various  military 
appointments  conferred  on  him,  the  petitioner  states,  that  in  1777  he  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  major  in  Colonel  Moses  Hazen's  independ- 
ent continental  regiment,  enlisted  and  raised  to  serve  during  the  war. 

From  the  certificate  of  the  Auditor  of  Virginia,  it  is  shown  that  the  said 
Tarlton  Woodson  received  a  certificate  of  pay  as  major  on  continental 
establishment  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1781,  with  the  farther  statement 
of  that  officer  that  there  is  no  document  in  his  oflBce  showing  that  said 
Woodson  ever  resigned.  By  inquiry  at  tlie  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury  your  committee  learn  that  no  evidence  is  there  afforded  of 
the  said  Woodson's  having  received  or  being  entitled  to  commutation,  but 
the  records  filed  in  the  t^ension  Office  show  that  he  was  a  major  in  Colo- 
nel Hazen's  corps,  and  taken  prisoner  on  the  22d  day  of  August,  1777. 

Your  committee  feel  fully  justified,  from  the  facts  set  forth,  incoming  to 
the  conclusion  that  Tarlton  Woodson  became  supernumerary  under  the 
reduction  of  the  army,  or  remained  in  actual  service  up  to  the  end  of  the 
war  ;  and  that  in  either  event  he  would,  in  his  lifetime,  have  been  entitled 
to  five  years'  full  pay  as  major,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life.  That  the  said 
Woodson  has  died,  leaving,  as  is  clearly  shown  to  your  committee,  Charles 
Woodson  as  his  only  child  and  legal  representative ;  in  favor  of  whom 
your  committee  report  a  bill. 


February  17,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mary  Sabor  and  Charles  D.  Coffin,  report : 

The  petitioners  represent  themselves  as  among  the  heirs  at  law  of  James 
Fay,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  ;  that  said  Fay  enlisted  for  and  during 
that  war  ;  that  he  belonged  to  what  was  called  the  "Bay  troops,*'  or  the 
"Massachusetts  line ;"  that  he  served  under  General  Brooks  a  part  of  the 
lime  ;  that  he  served  until  near  the  close  of  the  war ;  that  he  died  in  ser- 
vice, of  putrid  fever,  at  West  Point  Thcrefbre,  the  petitioners  claim 
bounty  land. 
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The  cozmniUee  havetiot  thought  it  neeessary  to  inyestigate  the  fact  of 
the  enlistment  and  service  of  James  Fay ;  for  tho  preliminary  question 
occurs,  admitting  the  allegations  of  the  petition  to  be  true,  Are  the  heirs 
at  law  then  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed  ?  The  committee  answer  in  the 
negative ;  and  do  so  with  much  reluctance,  and  with  all  the  sympathy 
which  a  hard  case  naturally  inspu'es.  James  Fay  appears  not  ta  have 
heen  slain  by  the  enemy,  but  to  have  died  of  sickness  in  the  service.  It  is 
not  the  province  of  the  conmiilt^  to  vindicate  the  distinction  between 
two  such  cases ;  the  law  performs  that  office,  by  providing  for  the  one 
case  in  exclusion  of  the  other.  The  law  being  imperative,  and  the  ocmi- 
mittee  being  left  without  discretion,  report  un&vcwably. 


Febbuahy  17,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  memorial  o[ 
Thomas  Triplett  and  the  other  heirs  of  Captain  Thomas  Triplett  was  re- 
ferred, report : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  March,  183j3,  the  commutation 
pay  due  by  the  United  States  to  a  captain  in  the  continental  line  of  the 
army  at  the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  allowed  to  Captain 
Thomas  Triplett,  for  his  services  as  such.  That  accordingly,  on  the  5ih 
of  March,  1833,  a  Treasury  warrant,  number  62,467,  for  the  sum  of 
$7,245  45,  was  issued  to  H.  Daniels,  who  received  that  amount  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  an  authority 
given  him  by  a  ciertain  Thomas  Triplett,  who  claimed  to  be  the  legal  rep- 
resentative of  Captain  Thomas  Triplett  aforesaid.  That,  though  the  tes- 
timonials of  his  heirship,  produced  by  the  said  Thomas  Triplett,  were  all 
in  due  form,  and  such  as  to  afford  no  ground  for  the  suspicion  of  a  medi- 
tated fraud  on  the  Treasury,  it  soon  became  manifest  that  a  gross  fraud 
had  been  perpetrated ;  that  the  457,245  45  aforesaid  had  been  paid  to  the 
said  Thomas  Triplett,  upon  evidence,  subjecting  him  to  the  charges  both 
of  fraud  and  perjury ;  that  on  these  charges  sundry  criminal  prosecutions, 
as  well  as  a  suit  to  recover  the  money  erroneously  paid  as  aforesaid,  were 
instituted  in  behalf  of  the  Government  against  the  said  Triplett;  that  on 
one  of  the  several  indictments  against  the  said  Thomas  1  riplett,  on  the 
charges  aforesaid,  he  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  by  the  court  to  fine 
and  imprisonment,  in  pursuance  of  which  he  was  committed  to  jail,  where 
he  soon  thereafter  died ;  that  a  judgment  was  obtained  against  him  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  erroneously  paid 
as  aforesaid ;  but  he  being  insolvent,  a  suit  is  now  depending,  in  behalf  of 
the  Government,  against  H.  Daniels,  who,  as  the  authorized  agent  of  the 
said  Thomas  Triplett,  received  the  money  in  question  at  the  Treasury ; 
who  still  holds  the  money,  and  who  is  ready  to  refund  it  at  any  time  he 
can  db  so,  on  the  authority  of  a  judgment  against  him  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  under  the  foregoing  circumstances  the  memorialists, 
claiming  to  be  the  actual  heirs  of  Captain  Thomas  Triplett,  ask  that  the 
benefit  of  the  aforesaid  act,  passed  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  may  be  extend- 
ed to  them ;  and  that  such  interest  on  the  ^7,245  45  as  the  Government 
may  eventually  recover  and  receive  from  the  erroneous  holders  of  that 
sum  shall,  when  received  into  the  Treasury,  also  be  paid,  by  the  Secre* 
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tary  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Captain 
Thomas  Triplett  TTie  commit^e  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  prayer 
of  tlie  memorialists  is  reasonable,  and  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


FSBRUART  17,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Natlianiel  Bird,  ask  leave  to  report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolution,  in  the  Massachusetts  line;  that  he  entered  service  in  the 
fore  part  of  March,  1731,  and  served  until  the  31st  of  December,  1783, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  and  that  he  has  received  but  one 
month's  pay  for  his  service  of  two  years  and  ten  months.  He  therefore 
prays  that  a  law  may  be  passed  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  wages 
due  him.  The  petitioner  further  states  that,  "in  about  one  year  after  his 
discharge,  he  sent  to  Henry  Nelson,  paymaster,  but  was  not  able  to  gel 
any  pay  from  him.  In  the  spring  of  1789  his  brother,  Amos  Bird,  took 
his  discharge,  and  a  power  of  attorney  to  call  on  said  Nelson  and  get  his 
pay.  His  brother  Amos,  when  he  received  the  discharge  and  power  of 
attorney,  was  about  starting  on  a  journey  to  Kentucky ;  and  if  the  pay 
was  received,  it  was  to  be  sent  to  the  petitioner.  In  this  situation  the 
matter  rested  until  the  fall  of  1819,  when  the  petitioner  visited  his  brother, 
then  residing  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  learnt,  for  the  first  time,  that 
the  papers  and  power  of  attorney  were  lost.'* 

It  appears  that  final-settlement  certificates  issued  for  the  wages  of  the 
petitioner,  and  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Henry  Nelson  for  him.  It 
also  appears  that  these  certificates  have  been  settled  and  paid  by  the 
Government ;  so  that,  if  the  prayer  of  the  jpetitioner  be  granted,  the  Gov- 
ernment will  have  paid  twice  the  amount  of  the  petitioner's  wages.  The 
petitioner  has  insisted  that  Nelson  was  not  his  agent,  and  that  he  never 
received  from  Nelson  the  certificates  placed  in  his  hands,  and  that  the 
Government  is  yet  liable  to  him.  Whether  Nelson  was  the  officer  of 
the  Government  or  the  agent  of  the  regiment  in  which  the  petitioner  was 
a  soldier,  appointed  by  the  troops,  according  to  the  opiniou  of  the  Third 
Auditor,  the  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  decide ;  for,  whether  he 
acted  in  the  one  or  the  other  capacity,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  the 
claim  ouglit  not  to  be  paid  a  second  time  by  the  Government  There  is  no 
evidence  before  the  committee  to  justify  the  opinion  that  Nelson  embez- 
zled the  certificates  placed  in  his  hands  for  the  soldiers.  We  ouffht  not 
to  presume  that  he  acted  fraudulently.  The  petition  shows  that  the  peti- 
tioner knew  he  was  to  apply  to  Nelson  for  his  certificates  or  pay.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  petitioner  ever  made  a  personal  application.  The 
certificates  may  have  been  delivered  to  the  person  sent  to  Nelson  about  a 
year  after  the  discharge.  There  is  as  much  ground  to  suppose  a  fraud  in 
this  messenger  as  on  the  part  of  Nelson.  Amos  Bird,  the  petitioner's 
brother,  who  also  claims  compensation  for  his  revolutionary  services,  and 
which  also  seems  to  have  been  paid,  states  that  he  did  not  see  Nelson 
when  he  was  authorized  to  call  on  him  by  the  petitioner.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  committee  cannot  report  favprably.  The  d»4ay  is  not 
sufficiently  ^accounted  for. 
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The  ccnhmittee  deem  it  proper  to  remark  that  this  case  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  and  a  favorable  report  made  there- 
on by  Mr.  Surges,  on  the  Uth  March,  1830 ;  but  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  report  that  the  committee  was  then  apprized  that  the  Government  had 
paid  the  certificates  which  issued  Ibr  the  services  of  the  petitioner  and  his 
brother  Amos.  Although  the  fact  is  mentioned  that  final-settlement  cer- 
tificates were  issued,  the  report  says  nothing  about  their  payment.  The 
committee  aie  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 


FEBBUARr  20, 1838. 

The  Conmiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  memorial  of 
the  heirs  of  Thomas  Wishart  was  referred,  report : 

That  Sidney  Wishart  and  the  other  heirs  of  Thomas  Wishart  claim  the 
commutation  pay  due  to  the  said  Thomas  Wishart  for  his  services  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  It 
appears  from  the  army  records  of  that  war,  on  file  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, that  the  said  Thomas  Wishart  was  appointed,  in  November  1776,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  15th  Virginia  regiment  on  the  continental  establishment 
of  the  army  of  tlie  United  States ;  that  as  such  he  received  land  bounty 

from  the  United  States,  and  the  pay  of  lieutenant  to  the day  of  Sep» 

tember,  1778,  at  which  time  he  became,  as  it  is  fair  to  presume,  a  super- 
numerary, under  the  arrangement  of  the  army  made  about  tliat  time. 
His  name  is  not  on  the  list  of  officers  retained  in  service,  nor  on  the  Usi 
qf  those  %vho  became  supernumerary  in  pursuance  of  the  reduction  of 
the  regiments  in  1778;  nor  dp  any  of  the  pay  accounts  now  in  existence 
show  that  he  received  pay  subsequent  to  September,  1778.  Upon  this 
state  of  facts,  and  for  the  service  aforesaid,  Thomas  Wishart  had  no  claim 
on  the  United  States  for  half  pgfy  or  commutation ;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
Thomas  Wishart  in  his  lifetime,  or  his  heirs  since,  set  up  a  claim  to  com- 
mutation for  that  service.  But  it  does  appear  (see  manuscript  reports  of 
the  Secretary  of  War)  that  in  1793  Thomas  Wishart  petitioned  Congress 
for  the  commutation  pay  due  him  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  service, 
and  in  support  of  his  claim  he  adduced  the  following  evidence,  to  prove 
his  service  as  a  continental  officer,  after  he  became  supernumerary  as 
aforesaid,  in  1778,  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  benefit  of  the  resolution  of 
Cortgress  of  the  20th  of  October,  1780,  which  allowed  half  pay  to  all  such 
officers  as  thereafter  should  become  supernuiuerary,  or  retire  for  the  want 
of  service.    The  evidence  referred  to  were  the  certificates  of — 

1st.  Colonel  David  Mason,  the  colonel  of  the  15th  Virginia  regiment, 
certifying  Ihe  petitioner  (Lieutenant  Thomas  Wishart)  was  in  service  to 
the  last  of  July,  1778,  dated  Uth  of  January,  1787. 

5d.  Of  Colonel  James  Innes,  that  he  understood  petitioner  was  kept 
until  some  time  in  the  year  1779,  dated  16th  of  October,  1791. 

3d.  Of  Colonel  Josiah  Parker,  formerly  of  the  Virginia  line,  stating  his 
knowledge  of  the  petitioner  while  with  the  northern  array,  and  also  in  all 
the  different  invasions  of  Virginia,  dated  tlie  9th  of  December,  1791. 

4th.  Of  Brigadier  General  Muhlenberg,  who,  in  1780,  was  senior  con- 
tinental officer  in  the  southern  department  of  the  army.  He  certifies  that 
he  considered  the  petitioner  as  a  continental  officer,  and  eoiployed  biotas 
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such  uatil  April,  1781,  wheii  petitiouec  was  surprised  and  taken  prisoner ; 
and  that  this  is  stated  and  certified  from  voucliers  in  his  hands,  and  his 
personal  knowledge,  having  received  a  satisfactory  account  in  what 
maqner  the  petitioner  had  been  employed  during  the  time  he  had,  been  iu 
Virginia. 

Several  of  the  foregoing  certificates  testify  that  the  petitioner  was  a 
valuable  officer.  It  was  upon  the  foregoing  evidence  of  service  till  April, 
1781,  in  which  month  he  was  captured  by  tlie  enemy,  and  detained  a 
prisoner  till  the  surrender  of  Yorktown  op  the  16th  of  the  ensuing  Octo- 
ber,  after  which  he  was  required  to  perform  no  further  military  duty.  Pe- 
titioner, in  1793,  claimed  commutation ;  his  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  reported  against  the  claim,  on  two  grounds :  first, 
that  the  petitioner  was  not  returned  by  aboard  of  officers  as  in  service  at 
the  end  of  the  war;  secondly,  that  the  claim  was  barred  by  the  act  of  limi- 
tations. Upon  these  two  grounds  the  claim  was  rejected  in  1 793,  and  very 
soon  thereafter,  it  is  said,  the  petitioner  died. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1833,  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Wishart,  seeing 
the  act  of  limitations,  as  it  affected  such  claims,  was  suspended,  presented 
to  Congress  the  memorial  now  under  the  consideration  of  this  couunittee; 
and  on  the  11th  of  December  of  that  year  their  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.     On  the  13th  of  January,  IS34, 
that  committee  reported  bill  No.  6 13,  allowing  to  the  memorialist  the  com- 
mutation claimed.     That  bill  was  not  acted  on  by  the  House  before  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  and  on  the  8th  of  December,  1834,  that  bill 
was  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  where  it, 
and  all  other  claims  to  commutation,  remained  unacted  on  by  the  com- 
mittee during  the  whole  of  that  Congress,  by  reason  of  the  pendency  of 
a  bill  reported  from  the  same  committee,  intended  to  transfer  to  another 
tribunal  the  adjustment  of  the  remaining  claims  to  commutation.  That  bill 
failed  to  become  a  law,  and  on  the  16th  of  December,  1835,  the  memorial 
in  question  was  again  presented  to  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revplutionary  Claims.    No  action  on  the  case  appears  during  that 
session  ;  -so  that,  on  the  12ih  of  December,  1836,  it  was  once  more  refer- 
red to  the  s^me  committee,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  Crane 
for  examination.     His  manuscript  report  in  favor  of  the  claim,  accompa^ 
ni«d  by  a  bill,  is  on  file  with  the  mcmoriaL    The  evidence  in  this  case, 
above  referred  to,  shows  that  Thomas  Wishart  entered  the  army  of  the 
United  States  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  15th  Virginia   regiment  on  conti- 
nental establishment,  and  received  pay  as  such  till  August,  1778,  at  which 
time,  it  is  presumed,  he  became  supernumerary  ;  tliat  he  again  entered 
into  the  service  as  a  continental  officer  does  not  appear  by  any  reco;*d 
now  existing  ;  to  supply  this,  oral  evidence  of  his  service,  obtained  from 
officers  of  liigh  character  and  rank  in  the  army,  is  offered.    The  oral 
evidence  refqiTed  to  bears  date  almost  contemporaneously  with  the  service 
spoken  of,  and  is  given  by  officers  of  too  much  intelligence  and  experi- 
ence to  presume  they  misunderstood  the  matter  about  which  they  testi- 
fied.   The  commissioners  who  made  a  list  of  the  officers  in  service  in 
1782  were  liable  to  mistakes,  and  did  commit  many  errors,  as  has  been 
familiarly  demonstrated.     While  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  ima- 
gine that  Colonel  Josiah  Parker  and  General  Muhlenberg  coukl  mistake 
as  to  what  each  of  them  testified  on  his  own  knowledge.    Colonel  Par- 
ker states  his  knowled^  of  Thomas  Wishart  in  the  northern  army^  and 
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in  all  the  different  invaaons  of  Virginia.  General  Mahletkberg,  senior 
continental  officer,  says  he  considered  Thomas  Wishart  a  continental  offi- 
cer, and  employed  him  as  such  until  April,  1781,  when  he  was  taken 
prisoner  ;  and  that  this  is  stated  and  certified  from  vouchers  in  his  hands, 
and  his  personal  knowledge.  Having  received  a  satisfactory  account  in 
what  manner  Thomas  Wishart  had  been  employed  in  Virginia,  this  com 
mittee,  without  deciding  whether  Lieutenant  Thomas  Wishart  became 
supernumerary  in  July,  1778,  are  of  opinion,  if  he  did,  that  ii  ought  not 
to  prejudice  his  claim  to  remuneration  for  subsequent  services  ;  and  be 
lievirtg,  as  the  committee  do,  that  he  again  entered  the  military  service  as 
a  continental  officer  some  time  in  1779,  and  continued  therein  till  the  16th 
of  October,  1781,  that  he  was  entitled  to  commutation  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  20th  October,  1780,  allowing  half  pay  for  life  to  such 
officers  of  the  army  as  might  thereafter  become  supernumerary,  or  Retire 
for  the  want  of  service.  Lieutenant  Wishart  was  captured  by  the  enemy 
in  April,  1781,  and  retaken  on  the  surrender  of  Yorktown  on  the  16th  of 
October  ensuing.  After  that  period  there  were  no  further  active  military 
operations,  and  many  officers  became  supernumerary,  or  retired  on  leave. 
To  one  of  these  classes  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  Lieutenant  Wishart 
belonged,  and  thereby  became  entitled  to  half  pay  or  commutation. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  former  reports  made  on  this  memorial, 
and  report  a  bill. 


Februart  20,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Roger  Stayner,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
report : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  the  five  years*  full  pay,  in  cx)mmutation  of 
the  half  pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolutions  of  the  old  Congre^  to 
certain  officers  of  the  continental  line. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  evidence  adduced  well  supports 
the  petitioner's  claim. 

A  certificate  from  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  given  on  the  5lh  day  of  No- 
vember, 1828,  and  intended  to  be  applied  as  evidence  of  the  right  of  the 
said  Stayner  to  a  pension  under  the  act  of  the  15th  May,  1828,  shows 
that  a  land  warrant,  No.  1245,  issued  to  Roger  Stayner,  a  captain  in  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  for  300  acres  of  land,  on 
the  6th  day  of  June,  1827.  It  was  further  certified  from  the  same  office, 
and  for  the  same  piurpose,  that,  by  a  list  of  officers  returned  as  entitled  to 
bounty  land,  it  appears  that  Roger  Stayner,  a  captain  of  the  old  second 
regiment  of  Pennsylvania,  became  supernumerary  in  consequence  of 
being  a  prisoner. 

-  By  a  certificate  of  the  Auditor  General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
given  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1828,  it  appears  there  is  on  file  m 
his  office  a  certificate  of  John  Nicholsoh,  bearing  date  September  20tb, 
1783,  (the  said  Nicholson  being  at  that  time  Auditor  General  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,)  by  which  it  appears  that  that  Commonwealth  was  then 
indebted  to  Roger  Stayner,  late  a  captain  of  the  second  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  in  the^som  of  ;C399  16^.  llrf.  specie,  with  lawful  interest  from 
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die  lOih  day  of  April,  1761,  being  the  amount  of  the  residue  of  the  de- 
preciation of  his  pay,  pursuant  to  two  acts  of  Assembly  passed  at  Phila- 
delphia the  18th  of  December,  1780,  and  the  10th  of  April,  1781. 

it  also  appears,  by  a  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  the  land  office  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  that  Roger  Stayner  was  returned  as  beina: 
entitled  to  a  donation  of  land  for  his  services  as  a  captain  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  with  this  remark  written  in  connexion  with  his  name,  '^pris- 
oner, included  per  resolution  of  January  l8t,.1781.'' 

The  resolution  of  January  1st,  1761,  referred  to  above,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"  Resolved^  That,  in  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army,  it  is  the  sense  of 
Congress  that  the  oificers  of  the  continental  line  who  have  been  exchanged 
since  the  said  arrangement,  or  are  now  in  captivity,  ought  to  be  considered 
and  arranged  according  to  their  respective  ranks,  iu  tlie  same  manner  with 
those  who  have  nojt  been  prisoners/' 

From  the  evidence  thus  presented,  the  committee  think  it  clear  that 
Roger  Stayner  is  entitled  to  commutation.  He  was  a  prisoner  at  the 
time  of  the  new  arrangement  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  of  the  1st  of 
January,  1781 ;  and  by  this  resolution  the  places  in  the  army  of  those 
officers  who  were  then  in  captivity  are  expressly  preserved;  and  all  who 
were  officers  of  the  continental  lirie  on  and  after  the  21st  of  October,  1760, 
(not  being  supernumerary  prior  to  that  time,)  and  bore  their  commissions 
to  the  close  of  the  war,  were  entitled  t<)  commutation.  The  committee 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 


FSBBXJABT  23,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  memorial  of 
the  heirs  of  Colonel  William  Nelson  was  referred,  report : 

That  it  appears,  by  the  evidence  on  file  with  tlie  memorial,  that  Wil- 
liam Nelson  entered  into  the  military  service  of  his-coimtry  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  as  a  private  soldier ;  that  he 
was  soon  thereafter  promoted,  and  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel,  to 
the  7th  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establishment ;  that  he  served 
as  such  during  the  severe  and  trying  campaigns  to  the  North,  in  the  years 
1776  and  1777,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Brandy  wine,  on  the  Uth  of  September,  1777,  and  that  of  German- 
town,  on  the  26th  of  the  ensuing  October ;  that  the  gaibintry  and  good 
conduct  of  Colonel  Nelson,  in  both  these  bloody  engagements,  were  con- 
spicuous, and  are  recorded  in  the  history  of  that  period  ;  that  on  the  25tti 
of  October,  1777,  Colonel  Nelson,  on  account  of  "  ill  health  and  the  state 
of  his  affairs,"  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted ;. (see  the 
acceptance,  signed  George  Washington,  on  file ;)  that,  subsequently  to  his 
resignation,  he  became  actively  and  very  efficiently  engaged  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and,  under  the  authority  of  that 
Slate,  he  commanded  a  regiment  of  militia  during  all  the  campaigns  in 
Virginia— was  in  that  capacity  at  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Yorktown, 
after  wbieh  it  does  not  appear  that  he  rendered  any  further  military  ser- 
vice ;  that,  in  consideratioti  of  the  foregoing  services,  rendered  by  William 
Nelson  to  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  during  a  term 
54 
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of  three  years  in  the  aggregate,  he  was  allowed  the  land  bounty  prorided 
for  three  years*  service^  (see  resolution  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  2l8l  of 
December,  1783  ;)  that,  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution,  a  warrant  was 
issued  to  the  said  William  Nelson  for  six  thousand  acres  of  land  ;  (see 
the  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  Virginia  land  office,  dated  27th  of 
December,  1783.)  And  it  is  upon  the  foregoing  eridence  of  the  military 
service  of  William  Nelson  his  heirs  now  ask  that  he  may  be  allowed  the 
commutation  pay  promised  by  the  several  resolves  of  Congress  to  such 
officers  as  should  continue  in  service  to  the  end  qf  the  tvar.  The  resig- 
nation of  William  Nelson  in  1777,  as  the  memorialists  admit,  effectuallj 
barred  his  legal  claim  on  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  conunn- 
tation  pay.  But  the  memorialists  appeal,  on  several  considerations,  to 
the  equitable  claim  of  William  Nelson  to  the  same  remuneration  accorded, 
by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  1832,  to  certain  supernumerary  officers  in 
the  service  of  Virginia  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  And  in  this  view, 
it  is  particularly  insisted  that  the  allowance  of  land  bounty  to  William 
Nelson,  by  Virginia,  ought  to  be  decisive  in  favor  of  their  appeal.  The 
committee  do  not  perceive  that  the  services  of  William  Nelson,  highly 
meritorious  and  distinguished  as  they  appear  to  have  been,  created  either 
a  legal  or  equitable  claim  on  Virginia  for  the  half  pay  promised  by  that 
State  to  her  officers  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  who  should  be- 
come supernumerary ;  he  therefore  had  no  claim  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1832,  and  referred  to  in  the  memorial.  Nor  does  the  allowance 
of  land  bounty  by  Virginia  to  William  Nelson,  for  three  years'  service, 
in  the  view  of  the  committee,  at  all  strengthen  the  claim  of  William  NeU 
son  on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  commiUation  pay.  The 
entire  Western  domain  was  then  (21st  of  December,  1783)  the  property 
of  Vii^inia.  In  disposing  of  it,  Virginia  could  not  only,  without  respon- 
sibility to  any  one,  satisfy  all  legal  demands  on  the  State  for  land,  bnt 
voluntary  donations  could  be  made  to  meritorious  individuals.  Sudi 
seems  to  have  been  the  case  as  respects  WilMam  Nelson.  The  Virginia 
Assembly,  before  which  the  whole  services  of  William  Nelson  were  pre- 
sented in  December,  1783,  and  before  which  all  his  claims  for  those  ser- 
vices were  urged,  only  allowed  him  land  bounty  for  three  years.  Why 
did  not  that  Assembly  allow  him  land  bounty  for  service  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  or  as  a  supernumerary?  in  virtue  of  which  he  also  would  have 
received  from  that  State  half  pay  for  life.  It  seems  evident  that  the  ut- 
most equity  the  State  could  accord  in  the  case  was  land  bounty  for  three 
years'  service.  The  committee  take  that  view  of  the  case,  and  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 


Februabt  23,  1838. 

The  Committer  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Captain  Daniel  Chapman,  report : 

That  the  petitioner,  under  a  commission  issued  by  Governor  Trumbull, 
of  Connecticut,  in  1778,  commanded  a  small  craft  cruising  in  Long  Island 
sound  against  the  enemy,  in  the  revolutionary  war ;  the  crew  consisted 
of  seven  men,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  captain,  owned,  armed,  and 
victualled  the  craft,  called  the  «  Success.'*    In  May,  1782,  a  Major  Davis 
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and  a  Captain  GreimeII»  aUeged  to  have  been  offieets  in  the  New  York 
coQtinental  line  of  the  revolutionary  army,  entered  into  a  contract  with 
Captain  Chapman  to  guard  and  convey  cloth  from  Long  Island^  to  make 
clothes  for  the  New  York  troqps,  and  to  land  the  same  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut;  that  these  officers  were  acting  as  agents  for  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  purchasing  and  procuring  the  clothing  for  Ae  New  York 
line,  and  entered  into  the  contract,  as  agents  of  the  State,  with  Captain 
Chapman.    By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  a  warrant  or  commission  was 
to  be  prociured  for  Captain  Chapman  to  command  the  said  craft,  from  the 
Governor  of  New  York ;  and  he  was  to  receive  five  dollars  per  diem, 
and  bis  men  a  fair  compensation  for  the  time  they  were  employed  in  the 
said  service.    The  commission  or  warrant  was  procured  for  Captain  Chap- 
man, signed  by  Governor  Clinton,  and  the  services  performed  from  May 
to  November,  17ft8.    But  no  payment  was  ever  received  by  him  for  the 
services  rendered  under  the  contract.     In  1837  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  State  of  New  York  passed  an  act  authorizing  remuneration 
to  be  made  to  Captain  Chapman,  which  failed  in  the  Senate  because  that 
body  thought  the  claim  was  against  the  United  States,  instead  of  the  State 
of  New  York.    This  State  had  various  ciaims  against  tlie  United  States 
for  moneys  expended  during  the  revolutionary  war,  which  have  long 
since  been  adjusted,  settled,  and  paid ;  *but  whether  this  claim  of  Captain 
Chapman  constituted  an  item  in  the  account  thus  settled,  cannot  now  be 
ascertained,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  papers  and 
books,  by  the  British,  in  1814.    It  is,  hawever,  very  evident  that  Captain 
Chapman  had  a  fair  and  just  claim  against  the  State  of  New  York.    The 
evidence  shows  that  Major  Davis  had,  in  1781,  become  a  stipernumerary ; 
and  there  is  no  evidence  that,  subsequent  to  that  period,  he  ever  re-entere4 
the  continental  service.    Nor  is  there  a;:iy  other  evidence  of  Grennell  being 
in   the  continental  service  than  the  statement  of  the  claimant.     All  the 
witnesses  to  the  application  made  by  the  petitioner  to  the  New  York  Le- 
gislature, as  well  as  Captain  Chapman  himself,  concur  in  representing 
these  officers  as  agents  of  the  State.    The  contract  was  made  with  the 
authorized  agents  of  the  Stat6,  and  the  services  rendered  on  the  faith  of 
the  State :  why  should  not  the  State,  in  good  faith,  fulfil  her  part  of  the 
contract }    The  warrant  or  commission  under  which  Captain  Chapman 
acted  was  delivered  up  by  him  to  the  State,  in  pursuance  of  a  direction 
contained  therein,  ^fter  the  services  were  performed.    It  is  a  fair  inference 
that  the  State  was  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  contract,  and  of  the  sum 
due  Captain  Chapman  by  her  agents :  if  so  informed,  a  strong  presamp- 
tioii  arises  that  this  claim  constituted  a  part  of  the  account  presented  by 
New  York  against  the  United  States,  and  was,  if  just,  allowed  and  liqui- 
dated in  the  settlement  of  the  account    The  committee  cannot  concur  in 
opinion  with  the  Senate  of  New  York,  and  think  the  view  taken  by  th6 
House  of  Representatives  of  that  State  the  accnrate  and  just  one  ;  and 
Besolvcj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  cannot  be  granted. 


Makch  1,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Tipton,  deceased,  report : 

The  petition  represents  that  said  Tipton  was  a  captain  in  the  continent- 
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al  army  of  tiie  Revolution,  and  as  such  died  in  the  service  of  the  countryJ 
The  anny-roHs  in  the  oflBce  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  show 
that  Abraham  Tipton  was  appointed  a  captain  in  tlie  Virginia  line  of  tb^ 
army,  and  that  he  commanded  a  company  ;  but  said  rolls  do  not  conclu- 
sively show  that  he  continued  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  nor  that 
he  died  in  service. 

The  testimony  of  Hugh  McGavock,  of  Wythe  county,  Virginia,  estab- 
lishes the  following  facts :  That  he,  himself,  was  an  officer  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  attached  to  Colonel  Joseph  Crockett^s  regiment  of  the 
Virginia  State  line  ;  tliat  he  has  drawn  half  pay,  and  is  now  drawing  a 
pension  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  June,  1838 ;  that  he  vrts 
well  acquainted  with  Abraham  Tipton  ;  that  he  first  made  his  acquaint- 
ance  at  the  barracks  in  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  in  1780 ;  that  Tipton 
was  then  commanding  a  company  in  the  same  regiment;  that  Tipton 
continued  in  that  service  and  capacity  until  his  death,  some  time  in  1781, 
when  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians  near  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river;  that 
affiant  was  in  company  with  Tipton,  when,  a  short  distance  from  the  main 
body  of  the  troops,  he  was  shot  down  ;  that,  hastening  away,  and  giving 
notice  of  tlie  occurrence,  he  returned  with  a  body  of  men  and  found 
Tipton  dead,  scalped,  and  almost  divested  of  his  clothing. 

The  heirs  pray  the  allowance  of  commutation  pay,  in  consideration  of 
the  services  of  their  ancestor,  conumensurate  with  the  grade  of  captain. 
The  committee  cheerfully  admit  that  the  proof  in  this  case  establish^  the 
fact  of  the  meritorious  service  rendered  by  Abraham  Tipton:  but  at  the 
Mime  time  insist  that,  under  the  circumstances  and  the  law,  that  service 
constitutes  no  valid  claim  against  this  Government  The  claim  may  be 
properly  referrible  td  another  tribtmal. 

The  committee  are  constrained  to  render  an  unfavorable  report 


Mabch  1,  18S8. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Richardson,  of  Caroline  county,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  compensation  for  the  services  of  his  father, 
William  Richardson,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

From  the  evidence  filed  in  the  case,  it  appears  that  William  Richardson 
served  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  as  a  colonel,  until  the  22(1  day  of 
Octobw,  1779,  when,  Ox?ing  to  protracted  indisposition,  he  resigned  his 
commissicffl.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  upon  this  state  of  fact,  that 
Colonel  William  Richardson  was  entitled  to  no  compensation  beyond  his 
ordinary  pay  while  in  service.  The  half  pay  for  life,  and  all  similar  pro- 
visions, were  due  only  to  those  military  ofiicers  who  continued  in  service 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  such  supernumeraries  as  were  embraced  by 
the  terms  of  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  October,  1780. 

Resolved,  iher^ore,  {as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  bo  rejected. 
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Ma&ch  ly  1838. 

Tbe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Andrew  M.  D.  Jackson,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Major  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  report : 

That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  had  this 
case,  on  the  petition  of  William  Jackson,  the  ancestor,  under  consideration 
in  February,  1S19,  and  were  dischiarged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  same,  with  liberty  to  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  the  same. 

That,  in  February,  1S«0,  the  same  was  again,  on  the  petition  of  An- 
drew M.  D.  Jackson,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  William  Jackson,  deceased, 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolu- 
tionary Claims;  which  cbmmittee,  on  the  23d  day  of  that  month  and  year, 
made  an  adverse  report.  (See  record  Reports,  volume  1,  page  308.) 
That  in  January,  1826,  another  adverse  report  was  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims.  The  present  committee  ask  that  these 
previous  reports  may  be  taken  and  considered  as  a  part  of  their  report 
Concurring  in  the  views  set  forth  in  those  reports,  the  committee  are  sat- 
isfied the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  document  No.  12,  under  date  of  the  27th 
day  of  January,  1838,  was  presented  by  the  petitioner  to  the  committee. 
The  committee  do  not  think  that  it  changes  in  any  respect  the  aspect  in 
which  the  case  has  hitherto  been  regarded. 


March  1, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Christiana  Lowe  and  Richard  Arell,  the  only  children  and  de- 
visees of  the  late  David  Arell,  report  : 

That  the  petitioners  in  this  case  set  forth  that  their  father,  David  Arell, 
of  Alexandria,  now  deceased,  was  commissioned  a  capt{>.in  in  the  Vir- 
ginia continental  line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  some  time  after  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  served  with  fidelity  till  the  close  of  the 
same,  as  they  believe;  and  claim  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  in 
lieu  of  half  pay  for  life. 

In  support  of  the  fects  alleged  in  the  petition,  is,  first,  the  letter  of  James 
L.  Edwards,  Pension  office,  February  28,  1334,  certifying  that,  from  a 
list  of  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  who  have 
deceived  certificates  for  the  balance  of  their  full  pay,  agreeably  to  an  act 
Of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  passed  November  session,  1731,  it  ap- 
pears that  David  Arell,  a  captain  of  infantry,  received,  on  the  17ih  of 
November,  1784,  a  certificate  of  £93  7^.  5d.  Virginia  currency;  and  that 
the  records  of  that  office  afford  no  further  information  respecting  the  re- 
volutionary services  of  Captain  Arell. 

The  second  piece  of  evidence  is  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  resolution 
from  the  records  of  the  land  office,  Virginia,  8lh  day  of  January,  1835, 
in  the  following  words  and  figures : 

'  "  In  the  House  of  Delegates,  November  26,  1785. 

*^  Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  David  Arell,  pitying  that  he  may  be 
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allowed  the  same  proportion  of  land  as  is^  by  law,  given  to  a  captain 
serving  three  years,  is  reasonable. 

"Test :  JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 

*<  1784,  December  4.    Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S. 
«  A  copy.    Test :  JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 

"  A  warrant  for  4,000  acres  issued  to  David  Arell,  April  12,  1785.'* 

The  third  piece  of  evidence  is  the  certificate  of  John  C.  Sowers,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  Augusta  county,  Virginia,  dated  the  13th  day  of 
June,  1835,  certifying  that  Smith  Thompson,  a  citizen  of  Staunton,  in  said 
county,  personally  appeared  before  him,  and  to  him  known  as  a  worthy 
and  truthful  man,  and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  he  was  then 
in  his  87th  year;  and  that  he  was  a  regularly  enlisted  soldier,  in  the  Vir- 
ginia State  line,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  belonged  to  ColoDel 
Grayson's  regiment,  which,  after  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Grayson  to 
the  board  of  war,  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Nathaniel  Gest;  and  Aat 
he  was  in  the  within  service  till  the  winter  of  1780 ;  and  after  that  period 
to  the  South,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  in  May,  1780,  but 
made  his  escape  and  joined  the  American  army  ;  was  at  Guilford,  and 
there  saw  Captain  David  Arell  in  command  as  an  officer;  that  he  believes 
said  Arell  served  till  the  war  closed :  has  been  told  that  said  Arell  settled 
in  Alexandria.  Upon  this  certificate  is  endorsed  the  certificate,  in  due 
form,  of  Jeflferson  Renney,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Augusta,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  that  John  C.  Sowers  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  said  county;  which  certificate  is  dated  the  4th  day  of  January,  1836. 

The  good  character  and  credibility  of  Smith  Thompson,  the  witness, 
whose  evidence  is  above  set  forth,  is  abundantly  vouched  for  by  B.  G. 
Baldwin,  John  H.  Peyton,  of  Staunton,  Virginia,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart, 
James  Points,  Walter  H.  Tapp,  clerk  of  the  hustings  courts  of  Staunton, 
Kenton  Harper,  mayor  of  the  same  place,  D,  W.  Patterson,  Thomas  J. 
Michie,  of  the  same  place,  and  Nicholas  C.  Renney,  clerk  of  the  si^erior 
court  of  law  and  chancery  of  Augusta  county,  Virginia.  Several  of 
these  persons  speak  of  the  uncommon  tenacity  of  memory  which  dis- 
tinguishes this  aged  witness. 

The  committee,  on  inquiry  at  the  Treasury  Department,  received  for 
answer  the  following  communication: 

*<Trbasury  Department, 
*«  Third  Auditor* 3  Office,  January  18, 1S38. 
"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, that  it  appears,  from  the  muster-rolls  of  the  3d  regiment  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  on  file  in  this  office,  tliat  David  Arell  was  appointed  a  captain 
on  the  7th  of  October,  1 776,  and  that  he  r€*?^;ierf  on  the  1 4th  of  February, 
1778;  of  course,  Captain  Arell's  services  did  not  entitle  him  to  commu- 
tation pay. 

"  With  great  respect, 

«  PETER  H AGNER,  Auditor. 
"  Hon.  Samuel  Birdsall, 

qf  the  Com.  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

qf  the  House  of  Representatives.^^ 

The  coomiitt^e  submU,  in  addition  to  the  preceding  letter  from  Peter 
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HagneTi  Ae  following  docoment,  being  «  copy  of  the  certificale  of  Jame» 
£L  Heath,  auditor  of  Virginia^iii  answer  to  a  communication  from  the  com- 
mittee in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  David  Arell^  ad- 
<lie«8ed  to  him : 

^  This  is  to  certify,  that  it  appears  from  a  list  in  this  office  of  such  offi- 
oers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,  during  the  revolutionary  . 
igrar,  as  settled  their  accounts  and  received  certificates  for  the  balance  of 
their  fuU  pay,  according  to  an  act  of  A^embly  passed  November  session, 
1781,  that  a  certificate  issued  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  1784,  in  the 
name  cff  Dam4  ^reU,  as  captain  of  in&ntry,  for  dS93  7s.  5d.^  which  cer- 
tificate appears  to  have  been  delivered  to  himself,  and  was  given  for  ser- 
vices prior  to  the  1st  January,  178i3,  to  wit :  .  . 
'  ^  Pay  as  captain  from  the  1st  January,  1777,  to  14th  February,  1778. 

<<  Given  under  my  hand  at  the  Auditor's  office,  Richmond,  this  27th 
day  of  January,  1838. 

"JAMES  E-  HEATH,  •tfuAVor/' 

From  the  evidence  thus  presented,  it  appears  manifest  to  the  committee 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Mabch  1, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  William  E.  Pugh,  Elizabeth  A.,  Hennr,  Rebecca,  and.Na-, 
thaniel  Pugh,  heirs  of  the  late  William  Pugh,  of  Nansemond  county,^. 
Virginia,  report  as  follows : 

The  petitioners  state  they  are  the  only  and  sole  heirs  of  the  said  Wil-, 
liam  Pugh,  deceased ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  William  E.  Pugh,  is  the 
executor  of  Henry  Pugh,  deceased,  who  was  the  only  child  and  heir  of 
William  Pugh,  deceased. 

That  the  said  William  Pugh  resided,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  in 
Nansenumd  county,  Virginia,  and  was  an  active  partisan  of  the  Ameri- 
can cause ;  that,  owing  to  his  exertions  and  influence  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, he  became  obnoxious  to  the  tories  and  British,  and  was,  on  that 
account,  an  especied  object  of  their  vengeance ;  that  when  the  British, 
about  the  year  1779,  marched  from  Norfolk  to  Suffolk,  the  then  colonel 
of  the  regiment,  fFiliis  Reddick^  for  the  better  safety  and  security  of  the 
provisions  and  stores  of  his  troops,  removed  them  to  the  farm  of  the  said 
William  Pugh^  some  distance  from  Suffolk;  that  the  enemy,  on  learning 
this,  wero  conducted  by  the  tories  to  the  farm  of  the  said  Pugh ;  that  they 
destroyed  his  property,  burnt  his  houses,  killed  his  stock,  took  away  his 
negroes,  and  did  many  other  acts  of  wanton  violence  to  his  property. 

It  is  proved  that  Colonel  Henry  Pugh,  late  of  North  Carolina,  qow 
dead,  was  the  son  and  only  heir  of  William  Pugh  late  of  Nansemond 
county,  Virginia;  that  the  said  Henry  died  in  the  year  1831,  leaving  him 
surviving  William  E.  Pugh,  Elizabeth  A.  Hunter,  Henry  R.  Pugh,  Re- 
becca C.  Pugh,  Joaiah  M.  Pugh,  and  Nathaniel  S.  Pugh ;  (Joaiah  JkL 
Pugh  is,  according  to  the  proof,  one  more  heir  than  is  allowed  to  be  by 
the  petition ;)  and  that  the  said  Henry  Pugh  left  a  will,  which  was  proved 
in  Gates  county  court  of  pleas  afid  quarter  sessions,  North  Carolina,  Feb- 
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rnar?  term,  183S  ;  and  that  WiHiam  E.  Pagh,  son  of  the  said  Hemy,  is 
the  executor  named  therein. 

*  William  Faxtfk,  of  Nansemond  county  Virginia,  aged  74  years,  states, 
in  his  affidavit,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Pugh  before 
and  after  the  Revolution ;  that  be  was  an  officer  in  the  service  and  army 
of  Virginia ;  that  his  property  was  burnt  and  pillaged  by  the  enemy  t0 
a  large  amount ;  that  his  houses  were  burnt,  and  his  other  property 
taken  and  carried  off ;  that  there  were  none  who  suffered  in  that  struggk 
more  severely  than  he :  the  anu>nnt  of  property  actually  lost  and  destroy- 
ed he  cannot  ^ay;  lest  he  ^oidd  say  too  much,  he  would  put  his  loss  at 
about  82,000 ;  that  it  might  have  been  to  a  much  larger  amount ;  that 
the  said  property  lay  in  the  county  of  Nansemond,  and,  as  he  belieTes, 
was  sought  out  by  the  enemy  for  destruction.  This  witness  does  not 
assign  any  reason  for  this  destruction  of  property ;  says  nothing  aboQt 
the  stores  and  provisions  of  the  American  troops,  or  of  their  being  placed 
on  the  farm,  or  in  the  houses  or  out-houses  of  the  said  Pugh. 

John  Han^tll^  of  the  same  county  and  State,  states,  in  his  affidavit, 
that  he  is  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age ;  and  that  he  was  well  acquamted 
with  William  Pugh  during  the  revolutionary  war ;  and  that  he  verily  be- 
lieves, had  it  not  been  for  Aw  activity  and  vigilance  in  the  cause  of  Ais 
country,  the  enemy  would  not  have  had  such  an  enmity  against  him  as 
to  have  destroyed  his  property,  as  stated  by  William  Faulk. 

Henry  Skinner,  of  the  same  county  and  State,  states,  in  his  affidavit, 
that  he  is  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age ;  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
William  Pugh  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  afterwards ;  that  he  was 
an  efficient  man  in  the  cause  of  freedom;  that  his  zeal  caused  the  enenty 
to  have  a  particular  hatred  towards  hiin  ;  that  during  the  war,  (and  hSe 
believes  in  the  year  1779,)  the  British  burnt  his  houses  and  furniture,  and 
injured  Him  otherwise ;  that  his  property  lay  in  the  county  of  Nanse- 
mond ;  and  that  his  houses  burnt,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  at  the  time  of 
the  destruction,  must  have  been  worth  j!2,000. 

Henry  Harrison,  of  the  same  place,  states  that  he  knew  William  Pugfi 
during  the  revolutionary  war ;  that  he  was  an  active  man,  and  kriows 
that  his  houses  were  burnt  by  the  English  army  in  the  year  1779 ;  that 
he  has  seen  the  depositions  of  William  Faulk  and  Henry  Skinner,  and 
that  he  believes  those  depositions  to  be  true. 

Mathias  Jones,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Nansemond  county,  Virginia^ 
certifies  that  he  is  personally  acquainted  wfih  WiUiam  Faulk,  John  Har- 
rell,  Henry  Skinner,  and  Henry  Harrison  ;  and  that  thi  y  are  honorable 
and  reputable  men. 

Jihraham  ReddicJe,  of  Gates  coimty.  North  Carolina,  m  his  deposition, 
says  he  is  80  years  of  age,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  Captain  Wil- 
Fiam  Pugh,  of  Nansemond  county,  Virginia,  in  the  revolutionary  war ; 
that  the  deponent  at  that  time  lived  in  that  county,  and  was  in  the  town 
of  Suffolk  when  news  arrived  that  the  British  were  coming  to  that  place; 
that  at  that  time  the  stores  and  provisions  for  the  American  army  were  in 
said  town ;  that,  for  their  better  security,  the  colonel'of  the  county  ( Willb 
Reddick)  ordered  them  to  be  removed  to  the  farm  and  houses  of  the  said 
Willis  Reddick  and  the  said  William  Pugh,  which  were  some  miles  apart, 
and  in  opposite  directions  from  Suffolk;  that,  ^vhile  the  British  army  was 
,  stationed  in  said  county,  they  were  conducted  by  or  learned  from  the 
tories  that  those  things  were  deposited  in  these  houses  for  safe^keeping. 
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(as  he  has  always  heard ;)  that  they  weat  to  said  houses  and  burnt  theoif 
with  every  thing  they  contained,  besides  doing  other  large  damages  to 
their  estates ;  that  the  houses  destroyed,  belonging  to  William  Pugb,mu8t 
have  been  worth  at  that  time  03,000. 

Dtmeuey  Knight^  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Gates  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, certifies  that  he  has  long  been  acquainted  with  Abraham  Reddick ; 
that  he  stands  unimpeachable  for  truth  and  veracity ;  and  that  his  testi- 
mony is,  and  ought  to  be,  entitled  to  due  faith  and  credit. 

A  paper  in  the  words  and  figures  following  k  found  among  the  docu« 
ments  presented  to  the  committee  in  this  case  : 

"  Nansemond  county,  August  23d,  1780:  Received  from  William  Pugh^s 
division  of  militia,  James  Pearce,  a  deserter  from  the  cohtinental  army, 
which,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  Assembly  for  speedily  recruiting  the  quota 
of  this  State  for  the  continental  army,  exempts  the  said  division  from  a 
draught.'' 

«*  WILLIS  REDDICK.'' 

Abo  a  document  in  the  following  words: 

'^Ilf   CotTNCIL. 

**  It  appearing  that  the  property  of  William  Pugh,  of  the  county  o( 
Nansemond,  hath  been  plundered  by  the  enemy,  he  is  hereby  discharged 
from  the  payment  of  the  tax  laid  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  <  An 
act  for  laying  a  tax  payable  in  certain  enumerated  commodities.' 

TH:  JEFFERSON/' 

Although  half  a  century  has  passed  away  since  the  burning  of  the 
houses  mentioned  in  the  petition,  and  the  period  of  the  application  to  Con- 
gress for  relief,  yet,  if  it  clearly  appeared  that  the  British  army  committed 
this  destruction  of  property  at  a  time  when  the  same  was  occupied  by  an 
order  emanating  from  the  proper  quarter  as  a  depot  for  the  stores  and 
provisions  of  the  American  troops,  and  for  that  reason^  then  the  case 
would  present  a  fair  subject  for  indemnification  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ttnment* 

Do  the  facts  present  such  a  case  ? 

The  petitioners  do  not  allege  that  the  stores  and  provisions  of  the  Amer* 
icaii  troops  were  deposited  in  the  houses  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  but 
that  they  were  placed  on  the  farm  of  William  Pugh. 

Colonel  Henry  Pugh,  the  only  heir  of  William  Pugh,  died  in  the  year 
1831;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  if  he  regarded  the  claim  now  set 
up  by  his  heirs  as  just,  that  he  never  made  an  eflbrt  to  assert  it. 

The  petitioners  aUege  that  William  Pugh,  from  his  exertions  in  the 
cause  of  his  country,  became  an  especial  object  of  the  vengeance  of  the 
enemy. 

John  Harrell  and  Htnry  Sikinntr^\x\  their  evidence,  sustain  this  alleg^- 
tioii  of  the  petitioners;  and  the  former  swears  that  he  believes  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  activity  and  vigilance  of  Pugh  that  the  enemy  destroyed  his 
property.  Neither  of  these  witnesses  proves  that  the  stores  and  provisions 
for  the  American  troops  were  placed  on  the  farm  of  Pugh,  or  in  the 
houses  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

flcwry  Harrison  establishes  one  point  only — that  Pugh's  houses  were 
burnt  by  the  English  army  in  the  year  1779. 
These  witnesses  are  all  residents  of  the  county  of  Nansemond,  the  place 
55 
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in  which  the  property  diftstroyed  was  situated ;  yet  neitber  of  them  mya 
that  the  stores  or  provisions  of  the  Ameriean  troops  were  phced  in  tbe 
hoases  burnt  by  the  enemy. 

I'he  deposition  of  Abraham  Reddick,  a  witness  aged  80  years,  states 
that  the  houses  were  burnt  by  the  British,  and  tliat  tbe  stores  and  pro- 
visions of  the  American  troops  were  deposited  ini  the  houses  thus  destroy* 
ed,  for  safe*keeping,  as  he  has  always  heard. 

The  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  proof  is  altogether  in^ 
sufficient  to  establisli  the  claim  set  up,  and  that  tbe  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  not  to  be  entertained. 


March  6, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Doctor  Absalom  Baird,  have  fand 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 

That  on  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  an  aet  was  passed  providing  for  the 
payment  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Doctor  Absalom  Baird,  five  years' 
full  pay  of  a  captain  of  infantry,  being  the  commutation  of  half-pay  for 
life,  due  said  Baird,  as  a  surgeon  of  the  regiment  of  artificers,  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  but  without  interest.  The  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  interest  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  on  those  claims ;  and  to  that 
end  report  a  bill. 


March  13,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe 
petition  of  Robert  McCready,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  a  variety  of  services  performed  by  him  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  both  as  a  private  soldier  and  officer  of  the  miiitin 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  has  already  been  placed  on  the  pension*roU,  under 
the  act  of  1832,  but  complains  of  the  low  rate  of  his  pension^  and  prays 
that  he  be  paid  as  captain.  This  part  of  his  prayer  has  been  refected  by 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  azKl  your  committee  are  now 
called  on  to  decide  upon  so  much  of  his  claim  as  rests  upon  the  allegation 
that,  during  most  of  his  service,  he  received  no  pay  or  compensation. 
The  petitioner  offers  no  proof  but  the  statement  of  one  witness,  who  says 
he  was  with  the  petitioner  during  a  campaign  in  177S ;  that  he  (the  wit- 
ness) was  not  paid,  nor  does  he  believe  the  petitioner  was. 

Although  the  committee  have  stopped  to  notice  the  want  of  proof  in  this 
case,  they  must  not  be  considered  as  intending  to  concede  thal^  if  the  flili- 
est  ]proof  had  been  made,  they  could  admit  even  the  propriety  of  now  in- 
quiring into  the  question  whether  payments  should  he  inade  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  for  mere  arrears  of  pay  due  the  militia  of  th^  different 
States. 

Sesolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grained. 
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March  13, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Jamee  Broadus,  deceased,  report : 

That,  by  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses,  it  is  shown  to  the  commit- 
tee that  James  Broadus,  the  father  of  the  petitioners,  enlisted  early  in 
1776,  as  a  private  soldier  for  and  daring  the  war  of  the  Revolntion ;  that 
daring  the  progress  of  his  service,  he  acted  as  sergeant,  and  was  subse- 
quently commissioned  an  ensign ;  that  he  continued  actively  engaged  as  a 
soldier  and  officer  ap  to  the  fall  of  the  year  1781,  and  was  engaged  in  that 
year  in  the  capture  of  the  British  forces  at  Yorktown.  Some  of  those  who 
testify  to  Ensign  Broadus's  services  speak  of  their  intimate  acquaintance 
with  him  both  before  and  after  the  war,  and  they  confidently  state  that, 
though  after  the  capture  at  Yorktown  he  returned  iiome,  they  do  not  be- 
lieve he  ever  resigned  his  commission,  but  continued  ready  to  re-enter  the 
service  had  the  course  of  events  rendered  it  necessary.  As  highly  corrob- 
orative of  this  narration  of  the  witnesses,  the  petitioners  have  produced 
the  commission  of  said  Broadus,  showing  that  he  was  regularly  appointed 
ensign  in  the  2d  Virginia  regiment,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  7th  day  of  January,  1780,  to  take  effect  from  the  25th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1779  ;  and,  by  application  to  the  auditor  of  Virginia,  it  is  shown 
that  Ensign  Broadus  was  paid  as  of  the  continental  line,  up  to  the  2d 
day  of  December,  1780.  The  letter  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
confirms  the  general  fact  of  his  being  in  the  continental  service,  but  af- 
fords no  evidence  of  his  being  entitled  to,  or  having  received,  commuta- 
tion. 

The  application  of  the  petitioners  was  submitted  to  the  last  Congress, 
and  an  unfavorable  report  made  thereon.  By  reference  to  this  report,  it 
will  appear  to  have  been  mainly  based  on  a  doubt  as  to  the  statements  of 
the  witnesses.  Since  that  decision,  your  committee  have  obtained  the 
information  from  the  auditor  of  Virginia  already  adverted  to  ;  by  which 
it  satisfactorily  appears  that  Broadus  was  in  the  actual  service  as  a  con- 
tinental officer  down  to  the  close  of  1780,  and  after  the  resolution  pro- 
viding for  half  pay  for  life.  They  are  of  opinion  that  he  continued  in  ac* 
tual  service  to  the  cloee  of  the  war,  or  became  supernumerary  upon  the 
reduction  of  the  army ;  and  that,  in  either  event,  his  representatives  are 
entitled  to  five  years*  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half-pay  for  Ufe.  They  accord* 
ingly  report  a  bill. 


March  13,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Hovise  of  Representatives  of  the  I4th  of  December,  1837, 
directing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  to  John 
Emmerson  interest  on  his  commutation  pay,  report : 

That,  by  reference  to  the  public  records,  it  appears  that  John  Emmerson 
was,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1829,  admitted  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  May,  1828,  in  consideration  of  his  service  as  a  lieutenant  in 
the  continental  army  to  the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution ;  that  for 
the  same  service  he  received  land  bounty  from  the  United  States ;  and  that, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1334,  he  was  allowed,  and 
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received  at  the  Treasury,  the  principal  sum  due  to  him  for  his  commutE' 
tiou  pay,  without  interest.  He  now  asks  the  interest  on  the  principal 
sum  heretofore  paid  to  him.  The  act  of  Congress  establishing  commuta- 
tation  pay  is  as  follows :  ^'  Officers  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  at  the  end 
of  the  war,  their  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  in  specie, 
or  in  securities  on  interest,  as  Congress  should  find  most  convenient.'' — 
(See  resolution  of  Congress  of  2:id  of  March,  1783.)  Congress,  in  all 
cases,  redeemed  this  pledge  by  the  issue  of  qertificates  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent. 

Tile  committee  consider  the  promise  express,  on  the  part  of  CongresR, 
to  pay  commutation  in  money,  or  in  bonds  bearing  intwesL  In  allcaaes, 
therefore,  where  it  appears  that  the  principal  sum  is  outstanding  and  un- 
paid, the  committee  think  the  interest  accruing  on  such  principal  ought 
also  to  be  paid.  To  do  otherwise,  would  manifestly  violate  the  obligatio& 
of  Congress.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  interest  claimed  by 
John  Emmerson  be  allowed ;  for  which  purpose  a  bill  is  reported. 


Mabch  13,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Major  John  Campbell, 
deceased,  an  assistant  deputy  quartermaster  general  during  the  revolu* 
tionary  war,  report: 

That,  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1833,  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  were 
adjusted  and  settled  at  the  Treasury  Department,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
Congress  for  their  relief,  approved  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  on  the  same 
papers  and  vouchers  furnished  and  presented  by  Major  Campbell  to  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  1791  and  1792.  The  sum  of  six 
thousand  six  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  was  found 
to  be  due  Major  Campbell  for  services,  commencing  on  the  25th  Decem- 
ber, 1776,  and  terminating  on  the  25th  day  of  July,  1785.  No  allowance 
of  interest  was  made,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  Richard  Harrison, 
dated  on  the  10th  of  June,  1833,  because  <^  the  rules  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury  Department  do  not  permit  the  allowance  of  interest,  except  in 
cases  where  it  is  specially  provided  for,  in  cases  of  contract,  or  expressly 
authorized  by  law."  In  June,  1833,  the  amount  found  due  was  paid  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Peter  Cooper,  the  attorney  in  fact  of  the 
parties  entitled  to  receive  it,  who  made  the  following  reservation  in  his 
receipt, viz:  "reserving  to  the  said  heirs  and  representatives  the  right  to 
petition  Congress  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  said  moneys  since 
the  same  were  due  and  payable  to  the  said  John  CarapbeU."  The  ac- 
,count  was  almost  exclusively  composed  of  items  of  pay,  subsistence,  and 
travelling  expenses.  The  allowance  for  pay,  in  confonnity  with  the  opinion 
of  Colonel  Pickering,  was  at  the  highest  rate  throughout  the  whole  term  of 
service  ;  and  no  complaint  exists  as  to  the  principles  on  which  the  settle- 
ment was  made,  save  the  refusal,  under  the  rules  quoted,  to  allow  in- 
terest on  the  balance  due.  The  act  of  March  2, 1833,  authorized  and 
required  the  accounting  officers  "  to  audit  and  adjust,  upon  principles  of 
equity  and  jt^tice,  the  claims  and  accounts  of  the  heirs  and  representa' 
fives  of  John  Campbell,"  &xu;  and  further  provided  "that  the  amoimt 
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due,  -when  ascertained,  be  paid.''    It  did  not  expressly  authorize  the  al- 
lowance of  interest,  yet  a  just  construction  of  the  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive expressions  used  would  seem  to  have   warranted  the  allowance. 
When  a  debt  for  services  faiihfuHy  rendered  has  been  long  due,  and 
withheld  against  the  most  energetic  efforts  of  the  claimant  to  obtain  a 
settlement  and  liquidation,  "the  principles  of  equity  and  justice*'  require 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  balance  due.     Here,  the  services  were 
peTformed  previous  to  the  month  of  July,  1785,  and  the  debt  was  justly 
due  at  that  period.  The  certificates  of  Generals  Knox,  Heath,  McDougal, 
and  many  other  distinguished  military  officers,  who  served  with  and  knew 
John  Campbell, bear  strong  evidence  of  his  highly  meritorious  character, 
and  faithful  services  at  and  during  the  whole  period  he  was  employed  m 
the  quartermaster  general's  department.  Governor  George  Clinton,  Chief 
Justice  Jay,  and  Colonels  Pickering  and  Hamilton,  certify  to  the  un- 
blemished integrity  and  devoted  patriotism  of  Major  Campbell,  as  well  as 
to  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  every  trust  confided  to  him  was 
performed.     No  doubt  exists  as  to  the  performance  of  faithful  services  by 
the  ancestor  of  the  present  claimants,  of  of  the  ritrht  he  had  to  a  just  re- 
muneration at  the  close  of  the  war.     Did  the  non-reception  of  this  just 
claim  arise  from  the  negligence  or  default  of  the  claimant ;  or  was  justice 
withheld  and  delayed  by  the  negligence  of  the  Government  in  tlie  bcttlc- 
ment  of  the  claim?  The  letter  of  William  Simmons,  a  clerk  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  dated  September  17-,  1702,  shows  that,  immediately  after 
the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  John  Campbell  applied  for  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts.     Mr.  Sltnmons  states:  "In  Mr.  Dennhig's  time,  I 
recollect  Mr.  Campbell  applying  to  him  for  a  settlement  of  his  accounts.'^ 
The  objection  that  existed  to  a  final  settlement  was,  that  Mr.  Campbell 
had  delivered  his  accounts,  from  the  commencement  of  his  business  to 
August,  1780,  to  Colonel  Hughes,  his  principal,  who  refused  to  render  his 
own  accounts  or  those  of  his  assistants.'^     A  Mr.  Burrell  succeeded  Mr. 
Denning  in  the  office  of  commissioner  for  the  quartermaster  department ; 
and  again  Simmons  states:  "I  recollect  Mr.  Campbell  applying  to  him, 
also,  for  a  settlement  of  his  accounts ;  but  the  objection  before  assigned 
still  existed.     Ultimately,  the  accounts  of  Colonel  Hughes,  together  with 
those  of  Mr.  Campbell, from  1776,up  to  August,  1780,  were  destroyed  by 
fire.     As  the  charges  for  money  advanced  by  Colonel  Hughes  to  his  as- 
sistant, (Campbell,)  could  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  accounting  ofiicers, 
be  ascertained  with  accuracy,  from  the  default  of  Hughes,  a  final  settle- 
inent  couW  not  be  made  with  Major  Campbell.'^    To  prevent  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute  of  limitations,  Mr.  Simmons  further  states:  "He 
(Major  Campbell)  did  not  render  them,  [his  accounts,]  but  lodged  a  claim, 
to  save  himself  from  being  barred  by  the  limitation.'*     The  accounts  of 
Campbell  were  rightfully  in  the  possession  of  his  superior  officer,  (Colonel 
Hughes,)  who  was  entitled  to  them  and  the  vouchers,  to  enable  him  to 
settle  with  the  accounting  officers.  No  Wame,  therefore,  attaches  to  Major 
Campbell  for  the  difficulty  that  arose  from  the  misconduct  of  his  superior 
in  withholding  bin  accounts,  or  in  their  final  destruction  by  fire,  which 
precluded  any  settlement  of  the  accounts  from  1776  to  1780,     In  1791, 
another  application  was  made  by  Major  Campbell  for  a  settlement,  and 
his  papers,  vouchers,  and  accounts  were  handed  over  to  Mr.  Simmons, 
chief  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office,  for  adjustment.      The  documentary 
evidence,  from  that  period  down  to  1789«  discloses  the  most  urgent  solici* 
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tations  and  earnest  appeals  to  the  Department  fbr  the  adjuttnient  and 
settlement  of  hUt  accounts,  by  Major  Campbell.  In  June,  1791,  he  writes 
to  Colonel  Pickering,  at  Philadelphia,  requesting  ^  a  certificate  to  accom- 
pany his  accounts  to  the  Auditor.''  On  the  8th  of  August,  1792,  Colonel 
Pickering  writes  to  Major  Campbell  <<that  he  had  seen  Mn  Simmoas, 
who  had  informed  him  that  some  of  his  best  clerks  h^d  left  the  Auditor's 
office,  which  would  further  retard  the  settlement  of  his  accounts.''  On 
the  29th  August,  1792,  Major  Campbell  again  addresses  Colonel  Picker- 
ing, complaining  of  Government  for  withholding  the  settlement  of  his 
claims,  smd  expressing  the  hope  ^'  that  if  the  Government  bad  taken  leave 
of  common  justice  and  common  honesty,  Colonel  Pickerii^  had  not" 
On  the  11th  September,  1792,  Major  Campbell  addressed  hinoself  to 
Colonel  Hamilton,  stating  <Uhat  in  August,  1791,  be  had  attended  at  the 
Auditor's  office  at  considerable  expense,  to  effect  a  settlement,  but  in  vain ;" 
that  in  1792,  <<be  had  again  been  to  Philadelphia  for  the  same  purpose, 
but  with  no  better  success."  On  the  5th  January,  1793,  he  addressed 
Richard  Harrison,  auditor,  and  emphatically  asks,  <<  Will  you  settle  my 
accounts,  and  pay  the  balance  to  the  time  Colonel  Pickering  shall  say  I 
am  entitled,  from  the  5th  August,  1780  ?  Will  you  pay  tti^  interest  on 
such  balance  as  shall  appear  to  be  due  on  such  settlement?" 

Almost  the  last  act  of  Major  Campbell's  life  was  the  prosecution  of 
this  claim,  by  giving  letters  of  attorney  on  the  10th  of  February,  1798, 
to  his  friend  WUliam  Degrove,  authonzing  him  '<to  recover  the  claim  from 
the  United  States."  In  1799,  the  will  of  Major  Campbell  is  offered  for 
probate,  and  letters  testamentary  issued  to  Thomas  Kirk,  one  of  the  ex- 
ecutors in  the  will  named.  The  evidence  clearly  establishes  the  most 
unwearied  efforts  and  perseverance,  on  the  part  of  this  highly  meritorious 
public  officer,  to  obtain  from  the  Government  money  justly  due  him, 
without  success  ;  efforts  and  perseverance  vainly  employed  to  procure,  in 
1791,  '92,  and  '93,  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  upon  the  same  papers 
and  vouchers  which,  in  1833,  were  promptly  received,  recognised,  and 
acted  upon,  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury.  He  had  spent 
eight  years,  the  prime  of  his  life,  in  actual  service,  to  secure  the  rights  and 
liberty  of  his  country,  and  the  residue  in  unavailing  efforts  to  obtain  the 
hard-earned  pittance  that  was  justly  due  him  from  that  country ;  and 
ultimately  sunk  into  the  grave,  with  the  latter  years  of  his  life  embittered, 
under  the  pressiure  of  pecuniaiy  embarrassments,  by  the  withholding  of 
the  proper  remuneration  due  him  from  the  Government.  If  the  princi- 
ples of  "equity  and  justice"  ever  required  the  allowance  of  interest,  tliis 
case  presents  the  strongest  and  most  cogent  claim  to  that  allowance.  The 
committee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 


Mabch  13, 1838. 

The  Conmiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  memorial  of 
the  heirs  of  Larkin  Smith  was  referred,  report : 

That  the  memorialists  claim  the  commutation  pay  due  to  the  said  Lai- 
kin  Smith  for  his  services  as  a  captain  of  cavalry  in  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution;  and,  in  support  of 
the  claim,  the  following  evidence,  record  and  parol^  is  exhibited  and  rdied 
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on.  The  recard,  or  doeumentary  eyidence,  ahovs  that  as  early  as  No* 
vember,  1775|  Larkin  Smith  was  a  private  soldier  in  a  Virginia  minute 
company,  commanded  by  Captain  Oliver  Towles.  (See  original  muster- 
TOU  of  that  date,  signed  Oliver  Towles,  captain.)  That  in  ^1776  he  is  re- 
cognised, first  as  cadet,  and  then  as  ensign,  in  the  company  commanded 
by  Captain  Oliver  Towles,  and  attached  to  the  6th  battalion  of  Virginia 
forces  on  continental  establishment.  (See  certificate  of  Auditor  Heath, 
for  pay  as  cadet ;  and  the  pay  as  ensign,  on  the  pay  and  muster-roll  of 
the  company  of  Oliver  Towles,  signed  Oliver  Towles,  captam  6th  battal- 
ion of  Virginia  forces.)  It  is  further  shown,  that  pay  was  allowed  to 
Larkin  as  captain  of  cavalry  in  the  continental  service  to  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1782j  and  that  a  certificate  for  his  two  years'  advanced  pay  was 
issued  to  him  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  directing 
that  pay  be  allowed  to  such  oflfcers  as  have  been  in  service  prior  to  May, 
1777,  and  still  belong  to  the  line  of  the  army.  (For  both  these  payments 
see  the  certificates  of  Auditor  Heath,  and  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Assem- 
bly of  November,  1781.)  It  also  appears  that  the  additional  land  bounty 
promised  by  Virginia  to  officers  who  served  over  six  years  and  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  has  been  allowed  to  Larkin  Smith.  (See  journal  of  the  Ex-  ' 
ecutive  Council  of  Virginia,  and  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  Virginia 
land  office.)  The  parol  evidence  of  several  respectable  individuals,  who 
each  and  all  knew  Larkin  Smith  intimately  during  the  whole  war,  and 
for  many  years  thereafter,  represents  that  Larkin  Smith  was  a  highly 
patriotic  and  gallant  officer ;  that  he  entered  the  military  service  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  continued  in  active 
service  till  late  in  the  year  1783;  about  which  time,  the  war  being  near 
its  close,  and  no  active  operations  going  on,  many  officers  became  super- 
numerary, and  retired  on  leave.  Upon  the  foregoing  evidence  of  service, 
Larkin  Smith  would,  according  to  the  uniform  decisions  of  Congress  in 
analogous  cases,  be  entitled  to  the  commutation  pay  claimed,  unless  there 
was  evidence  to  show  or  sufficient  reason  to  presume  (as  the  Third  Audi- 
tor does)  that  Larkin  Smith  died  and  resigned  subsequent  to  the  25th  of 
November,  1782,  and  before  the  23d  of  November,  1733.  In.  either  of 
these  events,  his  claim  to  commutation  would  have  abated.  The  pre- 
sumption of  death  is  certainly  erroneous,  as  Larkin  Smith  lived  many 
years  after -the  war  closed;  nor  does  the  presumption  that  he  resigned 
seem  to  be  at  aU  probable.  None  of  the  army  records  show  that  he  re- 
signed, and  there  is  abundant  record  evidence  of  the  resignation  of  many 
other  officers.  To  presume  that  Larkin  Smith  resigned,  under  the  fore- 
going circumstances,  would  reverse  all  the  decisions  of  Congress  in  similar 
eases.  The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  providing  for  an  allowance 
of  the  commutation  olidmed. 


MAmcH  20,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Piatt,  made  the  following  report : 

The  heirs  of  Captain  William  Piatt,  of  the  revolutionary  army,  peCi- 
tioii  for  conmiutation  in  lieu  of  half  pay  £or  life,  which  their  ancestor 
was  entitled  to  under  the  resolutions  of  the  revolujti<»iary  Congress.    It 
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appears  that  he  was  paid  in  his  lifetime  the  commatation  now  claimed. 
The  petition  stales 'that  Captain  Piatt,  after  the  Revolution,  again  entered 
the  service  of  his  country  as  a  military  officer,  and  was  killed  in  St  Clair's 
defeat.  There  is  no  law  allowing  the  heirs  compensation  on  that  account ; 
and  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  heirs  of  one  who  lost  his  life  in  the  Indian  wars,  without  embracing 
all.  To  present  a  general  bill  on  the  subject  would  be  foreign  to  the  pre- 
scribed duties  of  the  committee.  They  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
petitioners  are  entitled  to  no  relief  upon  their  petition. 


Tbeasuky  Depaiitment, 
Third  Jiudiior's  Office^  March  7,  1838. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  that  it  appears,  from  the  revolutionary  records  on  file  in  this  offiMSe, 
that  Captain  William  Piatt,  of  the  New  Jersey  line,  has  received  his  oom- 
muiatiou  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life. 

Witli  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood, 

0/  the  Commiilee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^ 

House  oj  Representatives  qf  the  United  States. 


March  20,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Barnes,  have  considered  the  same,  and  report  : 

In  this  case  of  John  Barnes,  Congress  is  asked  to  pass  a  kw  to  allow 
the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  with  interest. 

The  evidence  presented  to  establish  the  claim  is  as  follows,  viz : 

1st.  A  certified  copy  of  the  settlement  of  the  account,  taken  from  the 
books  of  the  Auditor  of  Virginia,  at  Richmond ;  by  which  it  appears 
that  John  Barnes's  account  was  settled  by  the  State  of  Vii^inia,  as  a  . 
lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  continental  line,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1781 — 
the  latest  period  to  which  the  State  of  Virginia  settled  the  accounts  nf 
any  of  her  continental  officers. 

2d.  A  certified  copy  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  Executive  of  Vir- 
ghfita  granted  John  Barnes  bounty  land ;  from  which  it  appears  that  John 
Barnes  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Virginia  continental  line  in  1776 ;  was 
shortly  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  ensign,  and  from  that  to  lieu- 
tenant and  quartermaster,  and  did  not  return  home  until  after  the  surren- 
der of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  was  paid  by  the  Stale  of  Virginia  for  his 
services  to  the  31st  of  December^  1781.  ' 

3d.  A  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor,  showing  that  the  commutation 
has  not  been  paid  in  this  case,  and  that  the  records  in  his  office  furnish  no 
evidence  of  the  revolutionary  services  of  John  Barnes  after  November, 
1779. 

The  committee,  being  satisfied  that  commutation  is  due,  report  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Barnes. 
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Maech  so,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  to  whom  a  resolution  was 
referred,  directing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  the  children  and  heirs  of  John  Hopper,  deceased,  late  of  the  county  of 
Bergen,  State  of  New  Jersey,  a  reasonable  compensation  for  a  dwelling- 
house,  and  other  property,  burnt  by  the  British  troops  in  consequence  of 
the  military  oceupancy  of  the  said  house  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  it  was  burnt,  during  the  war  of  Revolution,  report : 

That  the  evidence  before  the  committee  shows  that,  while  the  dwelling- 
house  and  grist-mill  of  the  said  John  Hopper  were  occupied  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of  April,  1780,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Boyles,  a  detachment  of  the  British  from 
New  York,  commanded  by  Colonel  Stewart  and  Colonel  Buskirk,  at- 
tacked the  American  troops  stationed  in  said  houses ;  that,  in  the  conflict 
which  ensued.  Major  Boyles  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  house ;  that 
the  said  John  Hopper  received  about  twenty  wounds,  but  recovered;  that 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  being  overpowered,  evacuated  the  said 
houses,  which  were  immediately  fired  by  the  British,  and  wholly  con- 
sumed, with  a  large  amount  of  furniture  and  other  effects  contained  in 
them.  A  list  made  out  by  John  Hopper  on  the  16th  of  April  1780,  and 
sworn  to  by  him,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses,  is  before  the  committee, 
and  made  a  part  of  this  report.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the 
dwelling-hoi^se  and  mill  were  destroyed  as  aforesaid,  while  they  were  in 
in  the  actual  military  occupancy  of  troops  of  the  United  States.  The 
conunittee  perceive  in  the  past  legislation  of  Congress  that  this  is  not  a 
new  case,  and  that  the  material  questions  involved  in  the  expediency  of 
now  allowing  such  a  claim  have  been  settled  by  repeated  acts  both  of  the 
Continental  and  present  Congress.  For  the  acts  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, in  such  a  case  as  that  now  under  consideration, -the  committee  refer 
to  that  allowing  payment  to  the  heirs  of  William  Dewees,  in  the  year 
1817,  for  buildings  and  other  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  Valley. 
Forge,  in  1777;  also  to  Willis  Reddick,  in  1834,  for  his  houses  burnt  by 
the  enemy  in  1779;  to  Samuel  Young,  of  West  Chester,  New  York,  in 
1835,  for  houses  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  February,  1780.  There  are 
other  cases,  but  these  involve  and  settle  all  the  material  questions,  as  to 
the  principles  and  policy  binding  the  tJovemment  to  make  remuneration 
to  its  citizens  for  such  losses. 

The  allowance  of  this  claim  cannot  furnish  a  precident  for  other  claims 
&>r  destruction  of  property  by  the  enemy.  The  danger  of  such  a  prece- 
dent, whatever  it  may  be,  has  been  incurred.  The  value  of  the  buiidin|s 
of  John  Hopper  is  stated  at  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which, 
from  a  description  of  the  said  buildings  given  by  John  Hopper,  on  oath, 
and  by  other  witnesses,  the  conunittee  consider  a  reasonable  valuation, 
and  for  that  sum  report  a  bill.  The  conunittee  make  no  allowance  for  the 
personal  property  alleged  to  have  been  lost  by  John  Hopper  in  the  houses 
destroyed,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  enemy.  To  allow  compensation  for  such 
a  loss,  would  be  contrary  to  the  uniK>rm  usage  of  the  Government.  If 
otherwise,  the  evidence  in  this  case  is  insufficient  to  sustain  that  portion 
of  the  claim. 

56 
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March  ^O^  1888. 

The  Conunittee  onRevoUitionaryClauus,  to  which  was  referred  thepe- 
iitiou  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Boyles,  report : 

That  the  resolution  of  tha  S3d  February  directs  the  Comjnittea  on  Ber- 
olutiopary  Claims  to  inquire  into  theexpediency  of  awarding  scprenyeaii' 
half  pay  to  Martha  Weathars,  daughter  and  only  heir  of  Major  Thomas 
H.  Soyles,  late  of  the  Pennsylvania  continental  line. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Gordon^  of  the  Bounty  Land  0£ce,ea- 

closing  a  copy  of  the  papers  upon  which  that  office  acted,  that  boonty 

Jand  warrant  No.  aS8,  for  400  acres  of  land,  issued  on  the  4th  of  Maoch, 

.1807,  to  Sarah  Weathers,  daughter  and  only  heir  at  law  of  Major 

Thomas  H.  Boyle^,  of  the  Pennsylvania  continental  line. 

The  copies  enclosed  in  the  letter  above  referred  to  aie  as  follows,  vis: 

1st.  A  letter  from  Sarah  Withprs  to  the  honorable  Isaac  Van  Home, 
then  a  member  of  Congress,  dated  Winchester,  Virginia,  20th  February, 
1805,  requesting. him  to  procure  the  land  warrant  due  on  account  of  her 
late  father's  seivices. 

2d.  The  affidavit  of  Evelina  Jurde,  dated  dOth  February,  1805,  that 
she  lived  in  the  family  of  Jane  Simpson,  at  the  time  of  her  intermarriage 
with  Major  Boyles;,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  nuraed  Sarah  Boyles, 
now  Sarah  Withers,  his  daughter,  after  his  death,  occasioned,  as  slie  ba- 
haves,  by  the  enemy,  in  1770  ;  and  that  the  said  Sarah  Withers  is  the 
only  heir  of  the  said  Major  Boyles. 

3dv  The  affidavit  of  Nicholas  Orrick,  taken  18th  Febraary,  1 80S,  thai 
Jane  Simpson  was  lawfully  married  to  Thomas  Boyles,  and  that  they  bad 
only  one  daughter,  Sarah  Boyles,  now  Sarah  Withers. 

4th.  The  certificate  of  J.  Mentyes,  late  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  Ae 
Pennsylvania  line,  dated  5th  February,  1805,  thatMajor  Thc^nas  Boyles, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  was  mortally  wounded  at  Peramus,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1779,  and  died  shortly  after. 

5th.  The  certificate  of  A.  St.  Clair,  late  a  major  general  in  the  army  cf 
tho  Revolution,  dated  9th  February,  1805,  that  Thomas  Boyles  was  a 
.nisyor  m  the  Pennsylvania  line,  when  he  was  mortsdiy  wounded,  in  the 
year  1779. 

It  also  appears  from  these  letters  from  the  Third  Audkor,  that  the  oams 
of  Major  Boyles  does  not  appear  on  the  recorcbs  of  bis  office  after  1st  of 
February,  1779,  and  that  they  do  not  show  whether  he  waakiUed,or 
died,  or  bow  he  left  the  service ;  and  that  the  seven  years'  half  pay, 
promised  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  August,  1780,  does  aal 
appear  to  have  bean  paid,  either  by  the  United  States  or  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

It  further  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  Begister  of  the  Treasury,  that  tfai 
seven  years'  half  nay  promised  by  the  resolve  of  the  d4th  Aufitft,  1780, 
J^lS  not  bean  paid  by  the  United  States. 

From  all  which  your  <;onHnittee  axe  satisfied  that  Thomas  H.  Bojisi 
was  a  major  in  the  Pennsylvania  continental  line,  and  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  year  1779,  and  died ;  that  the  seven  years'  half  pay 
promised  by  the  resolve  of  the  24th  August,  1780,  is  yet  doe ;  they  thm* 
lore  report  a  bill  to  settle  the  claim. 
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March  22,  1838. 

The  Cominittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Smith,  assignee  of  the  devisee  of  Ballard  Smith,  deceased^ 
report : 

That  the  petitioner  asks  for  commutation  of  five  years'  fitll  pay,  and  in- 
terest, due  to  Lieutenant  Ballard  Smith,  of  Colonel  Posey's  regiment  on 
continental  establishment,  and  derives  liis  claim  thereto,  by  virtue  of  a 
deed  of  gift  from  Frances  Smith,  alias  Sprangle,  the  mother  and  devisee 
of  said  Ballard  Smith.  The  committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  de- 
cide on  the  legality  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  as  it  appears  by  a  letter 
firom  the  Third  Auditor  "that  Lieutenant  Ballard  Smith,  of  Colonel  Po- 
sey's detachment  of  the  Virginia  line,  has  received  his  commutation  of 
five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life."  The  committee,  there- 
fore, submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Sesplved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Jluditor^s  Office^  February^  14, 1838. 
8cR  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  idth  iot-^ 
slant,  that  it  appean  from  the  revolutionary  records  on  file  in  this  office^ 
that  Lieutenant  Ballard  Smith,  of  Colonel  Posey's  detachment  of  the  Vir^^ 

S'nia  line,  has  seceived  hia  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  Ueiiof 
dfpay  for  life. 

With  great  retpecti 

PETER  HAGNER, 

He&  AaiaAscsBB  HAsna^ 

of  tha  Commiiiee  on  Revoluiionarg  Claims  H.  of  i?. 


March  23, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolationary  Claims,  to  xrhich  was  referred  the 
case  of  Nathaniel  Irish,  made  the  follo^ving  report : 

In  this  case  it  is  proved,  by  the  Jonrnals  of  the  Revolutionary  Congress^ 
that  Captain  Nathanjel  Iridi  was  an  officer  of  the  regiment  of  artillery^ 
artificers  commanded  by  Colonel  Flower.  His  right  to  commutation,  as 
such,  is  established,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  by  the  reAsoninj 
advanced  in  the  report  upon  the  case  of  Captain  John  Jordan,  to  which 
reference  is  made.  The  only  difference  between  the  cases  of  Captain 
Jordan  and  Captain  Irish  is  this:  In  August,  1780,  Captain  Irish  left  his 
regiment,  and  was  transferred  to  a  command  in  the  South,  as  commissary 
of  military  stores,  and  the  question  is,  whether  soch  transfer  having  oc* 
curred  before  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  i&lst  October,  1780,^ 
deprives  Captain  Irish  of  his  ri^ht  to  commutation,  when  it  is  clear  that' 
he  served  as  commissary  of  military  stores  until  1785?  It  appears  from 
the  certificate  of  Richard  Peters,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War,  given  in 
June,  1785,  that  at  the  time  Captain  Irish  was  ordered  to  the  South,  hr 
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objected  to  going  on  the  service,  '<  lest  it  should  depriye  him  of  the  advan- 
tages he  would  reap  by  continuing  with  his  reguuent ;"  to  obviate  which 
the  '<  board  agreed,  so  far  as  they  had  power  so  to  do,  that  no  prejudice 
should  arise  to  Captain  Irish  from  his  going  to  the  southward,  as  to  pro- 
motion or  compensation  in  the  regiment,  but  his  services  on  the  southern 
business  should  be  considered  as  a  military  duty  in  these  respects."  Un- 
der such  circumstance,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Irish 
was  entitled  to  conunutation,  and  therefore  report  a  bill  in  favor  of  his 
legal  representatives.  ^ 


March  23,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  representatives  of  Daniel  Williams,  report : 

That  Joseph  Williams,  as  executor  of  Daniel  Williams,  petitions  for 
commutation  alleged  to  be  due  his  testator.  It  appears  that  Daniel  Wil- 
liams was  a  captain  in  the  continental  army  of  the  Revolution,  Noith 
Carolina  line.  He  was  paid  as  such,  according  to  the  certificate  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  four  years  and  two  months, 
commencing,  it  would  seem,  on  the  Ist  of  April,  1777  ;  for,  on  that  day, 
he  was  commissioned  captain,  according  to  the  Secretary.  He  must  have 
continued,  therefore,  in  service  until  June,  1781 ;  and  if  he  was  not  paid 
unless  while  in  active  service,  if  intervals  while  he  was  on  furiough  were 
not  paid  for,  he  may  have  continued  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
The  Secretary  certifies  that  he  was  omitt^  on  the  roll  of  the  army  in 
January,  1778,  and  mustered  in  January,  1779.  The  affidavits  of  respect- 
able witnesses  prove  that  he  served  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  ob- 
tained a  pension  under  the  act  of  15th  May,  1828.  In  his  declaration  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  a  pension  under  that  act,  he  states  that  he  received 
certificates  after  the  end  of  the  war  (called  commutation  ceitificates)  for 
five  years'  full  pay,  instead  of  half  pay  for  life*  But  the  Third  Auditor 
certifies  that  it  does  not  appear,  by  the  records  in  his  office,  that  fiinal-set- 
tlement  certificates  have  been  issued  fer  the  commutation  of  five  years* 
full  pay  to  Captain  Williams.  The  petitioner  states  that  Captain  Williams 
did  not  swear  to  the  declaration  he  made  for  the  purposie  of  procuring  the 
pensioui  and  that  the  declaration  only  pursued  a  form  prescribed  by  the 
War  Department,  and  was  not  in  Captain  Williams's  handwriting.  It 
appears  that  the  declaration  does  pursue  the  form  in  use  in  the  War 
Department,  as  printed.  The  law  does  not  require  the  declaration  to  be 
sworn  to,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was.  There  is  no  evidence  in 
respect  to  the  handwriting,  by  which  the  name  of  Captain  Williams  was 
subscribed  to  the  declaration  ;  but  the  committee  presume  it  to  be  genuine. 
It  is  very  clear  that  Captain  WHliams  served  sufficiently  long  to  be  en- 
titled to  tile  benefits  of  the  resolution  of  21st  October,  1780,  allowing  half 
pay  for  life.  It  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  he  continued  to  serve  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  or  retired  as  a  supernumerary,  independent  of  the 
parol  proof  In  either  case  he  would  be  entitled  to  commutation.  The 
only  doubt  which  the  committee  have  entertained  results  from  the  state- 
ment made  by  Captain  Williams  himself,  that  he  had  received  his  com- 
mutation certificates ;  which  statement  is  made  in  his  declaration,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  aa  of  May,  1828.    But  when  it  is  considered 
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that  such  statement  was  not  sworn  to,  that  it  pursued  a  prescribed  form 
merely,  and  that  the  records  contradict  the  fact  stated,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  commutation  should  be  allowed ;  and  to  that  end  report  a 
bill  in  favor  ot  the  legal  representatives  of  Captain  Williams. 


March  26,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  General  William  Madison,  with  the  accompanying  documents^ 
present  the  following  report : 

The  facts  of  the  case,  as  exhibited,  divide  themselves  into  two  parcels  : 
first,  those  suggested  by  the  petitioner ;  and,  secondly,  those  sustained  by 
the  evidence  of  others.  Greneral  Madison  says,pn  oath,  that  he  was  first 
in  the  militia  in  1778,  whilst  a  student  at  Hampden  Sidney  college  ; 
that  he  was  afterwards  appointed  a  lieutenant,  in  the  State  legion  of  Vir- 
ginia; that  he  was  on  the  recruiting  service  in  that  capacity,  and  had  but 
little  success  in  this  employment;  and,  on  the  invasion  of  the  State,  in  1781, 
he  was  a  volunteer  in  the  militia  cavalry,  and  was  from  that  service  (still 
holding  his  commission  in  the  legion)  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  regi- 
ment of  artillery  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Harrison ;  that,  after  several  months'  service,  and  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown,  in  Virginia,  the  health  of  the  peti- 
tioner suffered  and  languished  in  disease,  and  he  was  sent  home  on  fur- 
lough, where  he  remained  in  a  feeble  state  a  great  length  of  time,  and  was 
there  visited  by  his  captain,  and  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  for 
service,  as  soon  as  able  to  do  so ;  and,  finally,  that  he  was  willing  to  do 
sOy  and  never  did  resign  his  commission. 

The  evidence  of  Robert  Taylor,  Esq.,  former  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of 
Virginia,  and  recently  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that 
of  Mr.  George  Corvin,  prove  that  General  William  Madison  was  in  ser- 
vice as  a  lieutenant  of  artillery.  Mr.  Corvin  says,  on  oath,  that  he  was  a 
lieutenant  of  artillery,  in  Harrison's  regiment,  and  in  actual  service ;  that 
he  knew  the  petitioner  before  and  after  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  his  fam- 
ily; and  he  speaks  with  confidence,  from  circumstances,  of  his  (Madison's) 
service,  and  office  as  lieutenant  in  said  regiment  of  artillery ;  and  the  court 
of  Madison  county  certify  its  entire  credence  in  the  facts  asserted.  And, 
finally,  the  certificate  of  William  Seldon,  Esq.,  register  of  the  land  office 
of  Virginia,  bearing  date  the  8th  January,  1838,  showing  that  said  Madi- 
son was  *^  allowed  bounty  land,  for  his  services  as  a  lieutenant  of  artillery 
in  the  continental  line, from  September,  1781, to  theendof  the  war."  And 
your  committee,  believing  the  petitioner's  claim  to  be  just  and  valid,  report 
a  bill  for  his  relief 


March  28, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Priscilla  Greer,  of  Pennsylvania,  report : 

That  the  application  of  the  petitioner  is  to  obtain  the  seven  years'  half 
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pay  alleged  to  be  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  services  of  her 
father,  John  McClelland. 

Several  witnesses  speak  of  their  acquaintance  with  John  McClelland, 
the  father  of  the  petitioner,  during  the  early  part  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
That  they  lived  neighbors  to  him  on  the  Juniatta,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  and  know  that,  in  the  sununer  of  1775,  he  joined  the  continen- 
tal army,  and  was  appointed  first  lieutenant  in  the  company  of  Captain 
William  Hendricks,  belonging  to  the  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment  That  in 
the  fall  of  that  year,  and  after  he  had  enlisted  several  men  for  the  service, 
and,  among  others  a  brother  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  Lieutenant  McClel- 
land marched,  under  his  captain,  to  join  the  troops  intended  ibr  the  expe- 
dition against  Quebec.  They  state  that  he  never  returned  to  his  fanuly 
and  friends  ;  and  that  an  account  of  his  death  was  brought  to  the  neigh- 
borhood by  one  of  the  very  soldiers  whom  he  had  enlisted,  and  who  sta- 
ted that  MfcClelland  died  on  his  march  into  Canada ;  that  he  was  present, 
and  attended  his  funeral.  As  confirmatoi'y  of  these  statements,  your  com- 
mittee  perceive,  on  reference  to  the  journals  of  Congress  of  that  day,  ijjat 
amongst  others,  whb  are  especially  noticed  as  having  fallen  in  the  attack 
on  Quebec,  is  Captain  William  Hendricks,  under  whom  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Clelland is  said  by  the  witnesses  to  have  served.  And  in  an  interesting 
narrative  of  the  peculiar  sufferings  incident  to  that  campaign,  written  by 
the  late  Judge  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  himself  engaged  in  that 
trying  service,  there  is  not  only  a  particular  riotice  of  the  death  of  McClel- 
land, but  a  circumstantial  account  of  his  previous  sickness  and  exposure. 
The  writer  speaks  of  his  being  attached  to  the  command  of  Captain  Hen- 
dricks, and  mentions  the  section  of  Pennsylvania  from  which  he  came  j 
confirming  in  this,  and  all  other  important  particulars,  the  narrative  which 
the  witnesses  have  given. 

By  an  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  approved  the  27th  of  March, 
W37,  four  hundred  dollars  is  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner,  in  lieu 
of  four  hundred  acres  of  donation -land  **to  which  (in  the  language  of  the 
law)  she  is  entitled  for  the  services  rendered  by  her  father,  Lieutenant 
Jolm  McClelland,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.^'  This  bounty  of  land, 
commuted  in  this  instance  for  money,  the  committee  are  informed  was  in* 
tended  only  for  those  engaged  in  the  continental  service. 

The  evidence  clearly  shows  that  Lieutenant  McClelland  left  an  only 
child,  the  petitioner,  and  a  widow,  who  afterwards  married  again,  and 
bas  since  died,  leaving  several  other  children  by  her  last  marriage. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  sufficiently  establishes 
the  claim  to  the  seven  years' half  pay  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary 
aervices  of  the  said  John  McClelland,  and  have  reported  a  bill  for  its  pay- 
ment, according  to  the  intention  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  twen- 
ty^fourth  of  August,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 


Makch  26,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Milling  and  Richard  Nason,  of  South  Carolina,  report: 

That  the  petitioners  represent  themselves  as  entitled  to  the  commuta- 
tion pay  which  they  allege  to  be  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary 
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•flfrvioei  of  Hugh  MUlmc,  dtoeaaed.  Hqg^  MiUisg  wm  regularly  up- 
pointed  first  lieutenant  iu  the  umb  contiuental  rBgisnent  of  South  Caro- 
&ua»  o&  the  15lh  of  September^  1778.  On  the  lat  of  November,  1779, 
J.  R.  Rutledge,  at  CharIe6tox^  South  Carolina^  certifies  that  Milling  was 
a  captain  in  said  regiment,  and  mentions  in  bis  certificate  that  a  regular 
appointment  as  captain  was  not  granted  him  for  the  want  of  a  blank 
commission. 

MiUingy  in  his  lifetimsi  obtained  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution^,  passed  the  15th 
of  May,  1628.  In  this  applicatioUf  he  slates  that  he  received  hift  conuou* 
tation  certificates  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay ; 
but  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  states  that  the  records  of  his  office 
do  not  show  that  certificates  were  granted,  as  alleged  by  Milling,  and 
that  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  services  on  file.  The  petitioners  would 
seem  mainly  to  rely  upon  the  fact  that  a  warrant  for  military  bounty  land 
was  granted  by  the  United  States  to  Hugh  Milling,  as  captain  in  the 
South  Carolina  line.  By  reference,  however,  to  the  testimony  on  which 
saiQ  warrant  was  obtained^  it  is  seen  to  have  consisted  of  the  affidavit  of 
Milling  himself,  and  two  other  witnesses,  who  merely  confirm  the  truth 
of  what  he  says.  His  own  statement  is,  that  in  the  month  of  February 
or  March,  1780,  he  was  a  deranged  officer,  and  thrown  out  of  conmiand  ^ 
that  his  subsequent  service  was  in  the  character  of  a  volunteer.  He  was 
not,  therefore,  in  actual  service  in  the  line  of  the  army  at  the  time  that 
half  pay  for  life  was  piromised  by  the  resolution  oC  the  2l6t  of  Octobeti 
1780,  or  at  any  subsequent  period,  and  consequently  is  not  entitled  to  tbe 
enauQutation  prayed  for. 

Sesolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  gyaoted. 


March  28,  1838. 

TTie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Charles  G.  McHatton,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  late 
Captain  John  McHatton,  or  Mcllhatton,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  asks  the  commutation  and  bounty  land  provided  by 
the  sereral  resolves  of  Congress  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army  on  continental  establishment.  The  committee  find  that  the 
decedent,  m  his  lifetime,  applied  to  Congress  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Clahns  of  this  House 
made  ap,  unfavorable  report.  There  is  no  additional  evidence  produced 
by  the  present  petitioner  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  will  jus- 
tiry  a  different  conclusion  at  this  time.  That  report  was  made  on  tfie  1 1 A 
<w  January,  1822,  and  is  numbered  567.  The  committee  concmr  in  that 
report,  ana  make  it  a  part  of  this  report 

TbEASURT  DSFAHl'MEIfT, 

TTiird  Auditor's  Office,  March  21,  183S. 

Sib  :  I  tamre  had  th^  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  19th  instantr 
requesting  me  to  furnish  yon  ^'  with  such  mformation  as  may  be  in  my 
power  inielation  to  the  services  of  Captain  Jolm  McHatton,  or  Mcllhat- 
ton^ of  the  Paaiiiylvama  line  of  the  continental  arm*'' 
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In  rejlVf  I  have  to  state,  that  the  only  Captain  John  Mcllhattoh  of  whose 
services  the  records  in  this  office  fiimish  any  information,  belonged  to  the 
flying  camp,  a  description  of  troops  the  officers  of  which  were  not  entitled 
either  to  land  or  commutation  from  the  United  States. 

You  will  find,  on  reference  to  page  803  of  the  volume  in  relatioa  to 
Claims  of  the  late  publication  of  <<  American  State  Papess,''  that  the  case 
of  Captain  McHatton,  or  Mcllhatton,  has  heretofore  been  before  Con- 
gress. You  will  also  find,  appended  to  the  report  published  in  the  vol- 
ume referred  to,  a  communication  firom  this  office,  which  contains  all  the 
information  that  the  records  enabled  me  to  furnish  in  relation  to  Captain 
Mcllhatton^s  services. 

With  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Jiuditar. 

Hon.  Alexander  Harper. 

January  11,  1822. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  12th  of  December,  1821,  the  petition,  with  accompanying 
papers,  of  John  McHatton,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
report  thereon : 

That,  heretofore,  the  petitioner  had  his  said  petition  presented  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and,  on 
the  4th  day  of  January,  1821,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  cHi  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  consider  and  ifeport  thereon;  and 
that,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1821,  that  committee  made  a  report,  which 
appears  to  be  as  follows : 

'^The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1821,  the  petition  of  John  McHatton, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report  thereon : 

"  The '  petitioner  states  that  he  was,  in  July,  1776,  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  appointed  and  commissioned  a  captain,  to  command  a 
company  of  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  that  be  com- 
manded said  company  two  months,  when  he  was  appointed  and  conunis- 
sioned,  by  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  captain  m  the  '  flying  camp,' 
in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Watts,  belonging  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line  on  continental  establishment,  as  he  states ;  that  be  conunanded 
said  company  until  he  and  his  said  company  were  noade  prisoners  of  war 
at  Fort  Washington ;  that,  soon  after  he  was  made  a  prisoner  of  war,  he 
was,  by  said  State  of  Pennsylvania^  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  Pexm- 
sylvania  continental  line,  and  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
McGaw ;  that  be  wa$  retained  a  prisoner  until  about  the  time  Lord  Com- 
wallis  surrendered  at  Yorktown,  when  he  was  exchanged,  and  returned 
to  the  army,  and  was  soon  after  detached  as  a  supemumemry  officer,  and 
sent  home,  and  continued  in  service  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war  in 
1783.  He  states  that  he  forwarded  by  mail  two  of  his  said  commissions 
to  the  War  office^  but  has  imderstood  they  were  not  received,  and  that  he 
has  lost  his  other  commission ;  and  he  now  prays  that  the  commutation 
of  five  years'  fVill  pay  of  a  captain  be  granted  to  him,  and  likewise  the 
bounty  land  he  may,  as  a  captain,  be  entitled  to. 

^The  committee  further  report,  that  they  have  had  recourse  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  Treasury  for  information  in  this  case  trf  the  petitiovMr, 
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and  the  Treasury  DepartflMBi  has  sent  to  this  committee  a  ceport  firom 
the  Third  Auditor  in  thai  Department,  in  which  the  Third  Auditor  states 
that  he  had  reference  to  such  parts  o(  the  records  of  the  revolutionary 
army  as  have  been  preserved  and  are  on  file  in  that  office ;  and  that  be< 
does  not  find  aay  person  by  the  name  of  the  petitioiier,  but  that  he  found 
Captain  John  Mcllhatton,  of  Uie  fiying  camp,  of  the  PeonsylvaQia  Ijne^ 
and  that  it  appears  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  paid  his  depredalien> 
aiBOunting  to  142L  Ss.j  and  charged  the  same  to  the  United  States ;  and 
that  it  also  appears  that  he  received  from  the  United  States  the  ibUowing 
sums  in  specie,  whilst  a  prisoner,  vis :  of  ESias  Boudinot  Hi  74  70,  of  J» 
Boatty  0101  51,  making  ft976f^;  that  the  joomal  in  which  the  particu* 
lais  of  these  payments  were  stated  being  destroyed,  it  is  impracticable  to 
ascertain  them,  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  how  long  the  officer  named  con- 
tinued in  service ;  that  reference  has  been  had  to  the  register  of  final-set* 
tlement  certificates  issued  to  offioeis  servmg  to  the  end  of  the  war,  which 
13  complete,  and  also  to  the  list  of  officers  entiUed  to  land,  and  tl^  name 
of  tho  officer  is  not  to  be  found.  Whether  the  petitioner  is  the  same  per- 
son with  this  one  remarked  on,  the  Tliird  Auditor  reports  that  be  cannot 
state,  but  should  presume,  from  some  of  the  oircumstanoes  stated  in  the 
petition,  and  there  being  no  record  of  any  person  of  his  name,  that  it  is 
probable  that  such  is  the  6tct 

<<  The  committee  further  report,  that,  on  the  26th  of  January,  1764, 
-Congress  ^resolved,  that  haU^y  cannot  be  allowed  to  any  officer  or  to 
any  class  or  denomination  of  officers  to  whom  it  has  not  heTetofi)re  been 
6iq>res8ly  promised.'  It  does  not  appear  that  the  petitions  is  induded 
in  any  cbss  or  denomination  of  officers  to  whom  half  pay  was  expressly 
promised.  In  respect  to  the  claim  of  the  p^Honer  to  bounty  land,  it 
does  not  appear  that  his  name  is  included  in  the  list  of  officers  entitled  to 
laad,  and  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

^^Btsolvtdj  That  the  pray^  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted." 
This  committee  further  report,  that  the  petitioner  has  again  presented 
his  said  petition,  with  some  accompanying  papers,  one  of  which  is  a  state- 
ment, or  exhibit,  of  the  petitioner,  in  which  he  enumerates  his  services, 
stating  that  he  was  under  commatid  of  General  Braddock ;  that  he  was 
with  Colonel  Dunbar,  whose  regiment  had  not  come  up ;  that  he  was 
afterwards  on  General  Stanwick's  campaign,  then  on  General  Forbes's, 
then  on  Genial  Monkton's,and  then  on  Bouquett's  canq)aign  *,  he  states 
that  be  was  first  a  soldier,  then  a  corporal,  then  a  sergeant,  then  an  en- 
sign, and  continued  in  service  until  peace  betwemi  the  English  and  the 
French,  and  was  then  dischai^ed.  The  petitioner  then  proceeds  to  state, 
in  bis  said  exhibit,  as  be  does  in  bis  petition,  his  appointments  and  ser- 
vioes  in  the  tisM  of  the  revohitioiiary  war,  viz:  that  he  was  appointed  a 
captain  in  July,  1776,  by  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  command  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers  oi  ndlilia,  and  afterwards  removed  to  command  a 
company  of  flying  camp,  in  Ccdonel  Watt's  regiment ;  that  he  was  taken 
apoaoner  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Washington;  that  he  was  inunedt- 
ately  taken  by  the  British  to  New  York,  thence  to  Long  Idahd,  and  put 
on  board  the  Jersey  priaoii'^hip ;  and  on  Long  letond,  as  he  states,  until 
exchanged  just  before  tihe  surrender  of  Lord  Comwallis.  The  petitioner 
then  goes  on  to  state,  in  his  said  exhibit,  appearing  to  be  of  the  18th  of 
October,  1821,  that,  while  a  prisoner  of  war,  his  friends  sent  him  money 
.  fvom  Pennsylvania^  wbioh  supported  him ;  that  be  pml  fi>r  Us  board,  as 
57 
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he  states,  and  never  received;  whilst  a  prisoner,  any  money  from  the 
Unit^  States,  either  as  pay  or  to  support  him ;  and  he  ftmlleT  states 
that  he  did  not  receive  any  since  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  or  for  depre- 
ciation, or  in  any  shape  whatever,  for  or  on  account  of  his  revolationtry 
services  ;  and  he  further  sets  forth,  in  his  said  exhibit,  that,  whilst  he  wu 
a  prisoner,  he  was  sent  to  New  York  by  Colonels  Atly  and  Miles,  who  were 
Aicnerican  prisoners  of  war,  to  bring  some  money  from  the  American  com- 
missioners for  prisoners;  tfiat,  with  a  permit,  he  went  and  received  a  certain 
sum  (he  does  not  remember  how  much)  from,  as  near  as  he  can  recollect, 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Pintard ;  but  whether  he  was  a  commissioner  him- 
self, or  did  business  as  a  deputy  for  Boudinot,  who,  at  that  thne,  as  tbe 
petitioner  states,  kept  an  office  in  the  city  of  New  Fork,  [he  does  not 
know ;]  that  he  was  directed  to*  deliver  the  said  money  to  either  of  tbe 
said  colonels,  Atly  or  Miles,  which  he  states  he  did ;  but  whether  the  mon- 
ey was  sent  them  by  their  friends,  or  the  public,  he  does  not  Jmow  ;  and 
he  states  that  he  never  received  any  of  it,  nor  did  he  take  a  receipt  when 
he  delivered  it ;  that  he  does  not  think  the  commissary  dialled  the  nooney 
to  him  when  he  received  it  from  his  office ;  tfiat  he  never  had  any  put 
of  it,  and  was  nothing  bnt  an  agent  to  convey  it.  The  petitioner  than 
goes  on  to  state,  in  his  said  exhibit,  that  his  fiaither  was  a  Seotdmian, 
and  spelt  his  name  Mcllhatton,  and  the  name  of  his  &mily,  until  afior 
the  Revolution,  was  spek  in  that  way ;  but  since  that  time  they  had,  as 
he  states,  spelt  it  McHatton,  as  it  was  shorter.  That,  in  1783,  he  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  and  has  never  been  to  the  east  of  the  AUegany 
mountains  since. 

This  committee  further  report  that  the  petitioner,  it^  his  said  exhibit, 
states  that  his  father  spelt  his  name  Mcllhatton,  and  that  the  name  of 
his  fiimily  was  spelt  in  that  way  until  after  the  Revolution;  and  it  ap- 

Sears,  by  the  records  in  the  Treasury  Department,  that  John  Melthattoo 
id  receive  fh>m  the  State  of  Peimsylvania  the  stun  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  pounds  eight  shillings  for  depreciation,  which  was  charged  to 
tfie  United  States ;  and  that  whilst  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war,  he  received, 
in  two  payments,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and 
some  forty  cents,  as  above  mentioned.  And  the  petitioner,  in  his  said 
exhibit,  declares  that  his  friends  sent  him  money  from  Pennsylvania, 
which  supported  him ;  that  he  paid  for  his  board:  and  that  he  never  re- 
ceived, whilst  a  prisoner,  any  money  from  the  United  States,  either  as 
pay  or  to  support  him,  and  that  he  has  not  received  any  pay  since  he  was 
a  prisoner,  or  for  depreciation,  or  in  any  shape  whatever,  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  his  revolutionary  services. 

This  conmiittee  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  records  in  the  Depart- 
tnent  of  the  Treasury  are  to  be  taken  as  eondmive  evidence  in  this  case, 
and  in  all  similar  cases ;  a  contrary  doctrine  would  go  to  destroy  all  evi- 
dence deducible  from  the  reeords  of  tftal  Depaitment,  and  of  every  other 
department  of  this  Government,  and  also  tbe  antfawticity  of  the  said 
records,  and  would  produce  consequences  highly  dangerous  to  the  United 
States  and  to  indiviauals  dtizens ;  and  although  the  petitioner,  as  he  state*, ' 
'did  receive  a  sum  of  money  firom  Pintard,  he,  notwithstanding  that,  moat 
have  received  the  several  smns  of  money  as  stated  in  the  repoit  of  tbe 
Third  Auditor,  which,  fW>m  the  long  lapse  of  time,  may  have  escaped  tbe 
leeoUection  of  the  petitioner* 
Tins  committee  ftirther  report,  thai  «tie  petitioner  startes,  aft  in  Hmn- 
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p<^  ftbove  mentioned^  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington; dhid  that,  soon  after  he  was  nuide  a  prisoner  of  war^  ha  wwm^ 
hy  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  eommissioned  a  captain  in  the  Penasjrlra* 
nia  coniinental  line,  and  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  McGaw-) 
that  he  was  retained  a  prisoner  until  about  the  time  that  Lord  ComwsJ* 
lis  surrendered  at  Yoriciown,  when  he  was  exehanged  and  returned  to 
the  army^  and  was  soon  aftef  detached  as  a  supernumerary  officer^  and 
•eat  home,  and  continued  in  service  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war  in 
1788. 

That,  on  the  d4th  of  October,  1781,  a  letter  of  th^  19th  of  that  montii^ 
tc0m  Geneml  Washington,  was  read,  informing  the  Congress  of  the 
Revohition  of  the  reduction  of  the  British  army  under  the  command  of 
Sttrl  Comwallis,  on  the  19th  faistant,  with  a  coipj  of  tiie  articles  of  eapit* 
ulation.  About  that  time  the  petitioner  states  tfiat  he  was  exchanged^ 
and  returned  to  the  army ;  and  wassoon  alter  detached  as  a  supemum»« 
rary  officer,  and  sent  home,  and  contiimed  in  service  until  the  oonchisioa 
of  the  war  In  1783.  In  what  manner  the  petitiooer  eould  be  at  home 
and  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  in  1783,  is  not  easily  understood.  ^  He  praya  that  commulatk>n  of 
five  years'  full  pay  may  be  granted  to  him  as  a  ci4[>tain,  and  Ukewise 
grant  him  a  tand^warrant  for  the  quantity  of  bounty  land  to  which  he 
may  be  entitled  as  a  captam.** 

This  committee  further  report,  that  reference  has  been  had  to  the  regis^ 
ter  of  final-settlement  certificates  issued  to  officers  servmg  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  which  is  complete,  and  also  to  the  list  of  oScefs  entitled  to  land^ 
and  the  name  of  the  petitioner  does  not  appear.  Hence,  it  is  inferred, 
that,  if  the  petitioner  was  an  officer  at  any  time,  in  the  line  of  the  army 
on  the  continental  establishment,  he  did  not  serve  to  the  end  of  the  wat; 
and  therefore  is  not  entitled  to  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  lie« 
of  half  pay  for  life>  nor  to  any  bounty  land.  The  petitioner  slates  that 
he  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  Colonel  MoOaw's  regiment  This 
committee  report,  that,  on  the  15lh  day  of  May,  1778,  Congress  **  resolved, 
unanimously,  that  all  military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who 
new  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
ilHtll  continue  therein  during  the  war,  shall,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  be  entitled  to  receive  annually,  tat  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they* 
live-  so  long,  one-half  of  the  present  pay  of  such  officers.''  Certain  pro- 
visions are  added  to  that  resolution,  which,  it  is  presumed^  do  not  relate 
to  the  petitioner.  That  Congress,  on  the  2l8t  of  October,  1780,  ^  resolved, 
that  the  officers  who  shall  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
shall  also  be  entitled  to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  timci 
of  their  reduction."  And,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1788,  Congress,  on  the 
report  of  a  committee,  ^  resolved,  that  such  offieers  as  are  now  in  service, 
and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  be  entided  to  re- 
ceive the  amount  of  five  years'  fiill  pay,  (as  in  that  resolution  is  ecq)ressed,) 
instead  of  half  pay  promised  by  the  resolution  of  the  Slstof  October, 
1780."  And,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1781,  Congress,  by  lesolntions^ 
made  provision  relative  to  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  considered  as 
retiring  from  service  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1780)  whoee  names  w^m 
not  returned  as  directed  in  one  of  said  resolutions.  That  this  case  of  the 
petitioner  does  not  appear  to  be  induded  within  all  or  any  one  of  the 
lesolutiotisof  Congress  aihided  to  above  in  this  report 
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Thit^  ott  the  Mlh  <ji  Noffember,  177§,  CoogKdfe  ^rtacOred,  tfiat  «M 
afioers  who  hare  been  in  the  aeryioe,  aiid,  faavuig  been  prisMefs  with 
the  enemy^  now  are^  or  heteafter  maj  be,  exchanged,  or  otherwiee  re- 
leased, flhaU,  if  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  Stale,  be  entitled,  in  case 
of  vacancy,  to  enter  into  the  service  of  their  respective  Stales,  in  such 
rank  as  they  would  have  had  if  they  bad  never  been  captured :  Promtkdj 
mlwawy  That  every  such  officer  do,  withia  one  month  after  hie  exchany 
er  release,  signify  to  the  authority  of  the  State  to  which  he  beloogs,  bn 
release,  and  bis  desire  to  enter  again  into  the  military  service.  That  evrrjr 
oAeer  so  released  and.  givmff  notice  as  aforesaid,  shaU,  until  entry  futo 
actual  service,  be  aUowed  huf  pay  of  the  cosumssion  to  vhieh,  by  tto 
iMregouig  resolve,  he  atands  entitled :  Protridedy  a/n^gft,  That,  in  case  of 
his  receiving  any  dvil  oftee  of  profit,  such  half  pay  shall  thenceflnth 
ceaae.'^  On  the  22dof  May,  1779y  Congires^  ^  resolved,  that  alloonti- 
nental  offieeie  who  are,  or  may  be,  exchanged,  and  not  contiiiued  in  Mr* 
vka,  be,  after  such  eieohange,  considered  as  supemumarary  officers,  and 
entitled  to  the  pay  provided  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  ^l4lik  of 
November  lasf 

That  it  does  not  appear^  to  this  committee  that  the  petitioner  was  een- 
tijraed  in  service  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  reeohitioQ  of  the 
Mth  of  November,  1776,  and  that,  ttMurefore,  if  a  continental  officer,  he 
did,  by  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of  May,  1779,  become  a  supernumerary 
officer,  which  the  petitioner  states  he  was,  and  therefore  is  not,  in  that 
ftharaoter,  entitled  to  commutatiaia  of  five  yean'  full  pay,  instead  of  half 
pay  for  life.  That  the  petitioner  states  be  was  an  officer  of  the  flying 
camp.  On  the  26th  of  May,  1T81,  Congress  <<  resolved,  that  the  oAtm 
o£  the  flying  camp,  lately  returned  from  captivity^  be  aUowed  depreoia* 
tarn  by  their  rsspeetive  States,  in  the  same  manner  as  officers  of  the  line 
in  auch  Sti^tes."  On  the  3d  of  June,  1776,  Cod^ress  <'  resolved,  that  a 
flying  camp  be  immediately  established  in  the  middle  coloniee,  and  that 
it  consist  of  ten  thousand  men ;  timt  Pennsylvania  be  requei^ed  to  flimiih 
six  thousand  men  of  their  militia;  Maryland,  of  their  militia,  three 
tfiousand  four  hundred;  *  D^ware  OovemmeMt,  of  their  militia,  sii 
hundred  \  that  the  militias  be  engaged  to  the  first  day  of  December  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress."  That  the  officers  of  the  flyisg 
oomp,  being  of  the  imlitia,  are  not  entitled  to  the  commutation  of  five 

Jmx^  full  pay  instead  of  half  pay  for  life,  is  manifest ;  that  it  appears, 
y  the  records  of  the  Treasury  Department,  that  the  petitioner  did  reoeive 
a  certain  sum  of  money  for  di^reciation  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  was  charged  to  the  United  States ;  that  that  depreciatioa  may  be 
presumed  to  have  been  paid  in  pumnoioe  of  the  said  resolution  of  tbe 
Mth  of  May,  1781. 

lliis  committee  further  report,  that  the  petitioner,  in  his  said  exhibit, 
sets  fi^rth  a  statement,  in  the  words  following  i  that  is  to  say :  ^  While  a 
prisoner  of  war,  my  friends  s^U  me  money  fifom  Pennsylvania,  wbicb 
supported  me.  I  paid  for  my  board  $  and  I  never  received,  whilst  a  {W- 
oner,  any  money  fioom  the  United  States,  either  as  pay  or  to  support  me; 
nor  have  I  received  any  pay  since  I  was  made  a  prisoner,  or  for  dffft^ 
aiation,  or  in  any  shape  whatever,  for  or  on  acoQunt  of  my  revohuio&aiy 


In  reelect  to  this  dedatation  of  the  petitiensff,  the  oommitlee  obeenr^ 
that,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1777,<3oi«r«0.''iM»lvad9  tbatGaneial  Waib- 
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iBfton  be  dilisfilod  to  propose  ud  coocliiik  with  OeiiMlilHowt»  «i  agree* 
Bmntf  whereby  thote  who  «re  or  may  be  made  prkanere  by  the  emmff 
■aay  be  sapplied  with  provisioDS  a&d  other  neceasaries  at  the  expense  of 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.^'  That,  "on  the  31st  of  July,.177a» 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  cooamittee,  to 
whom  the  petitbn  from  the  prisoners  of  war  on  Long  Island  was  r^^- 
red ;  whereupon,  resolved^  that  the  commissioaers  of  claims  be  directed 
to  examine  the  estimate  of  the  amount  doe  for  dothing  and  boaard  for 
•ur  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy :  resolred,  that  a  mm  of 
nuMKy,  in  specie,  not  exceeding  twenity*ax  thoueiiid  six  hundred  and 
flixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  and  two«thirds  cents,  be  iaivfed  to  £U|U| 
Bbodinot,  Esq.,  late  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  fcHr  the  discharge  <^ 
audi  accounts  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable.''  And,  on  the  80th  of 
inly,  1778,  "  Congress  ordered  that  a  Wacrant  issue  on  the  Treasurer^  in 
fiiTor  of  Colonel  £.  Boudinot,  late  commissary  of  prisoqetis,  lor  fifleei^ 
thousand  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  dtsolnu^  some  arffeass  of  that  depfurt- 
ment,  the  sakl  Colonel  Boudinot  to  be  accountable :''  that,  on  the  6th  <i^ 
Jime,  1777,  CongiresB  resolved,  <^that  a  conunission  be  granted  to  Ehaa 
Boudinot,  Esq.,  as  commissary  general  of  prisonets,  the  said  commission 
to  be  dated  the  15th  day  of  May  last"  On  the  9th  of  January,  1779, 
Congress  reaolred,  <<  that  the  commissary  general  of  prisonen  be  fumidied 
with  money,  from  time  to  tune,  by  the  Board  of  Treamiry,  fo^  the  pur* 
pose  of  subsisting  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States,  while  in 
captivity  and  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  to  acoommodate 
them  with^  sufficient  sums,  on  account,  to  defray  their  travelling  eiq>enaee 
to  thw  homes  or  regiments."  On  the  7th  of  June,  1779,  Congress  ror 
solved,  <<  that  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  be  authorized,  from 
time  to  time,  to  pay,  to  the  order  of  officers  wsA  soldiers  in  captivity,  any 
sums  not  exceemng  the  amount  of  their  pay  and  subsistence,  in  order  to 
onable  them  to  assist  their  families,  and.  that  he  make  monthly  returns  to 
the  pa3rma8ter  general  of  their  accounts,  respectrvely." 

On  the  86th  of  April,  1780,  Congress  passed  resolutions  for  the  benefit 
and  tfcoommodation  of  American  prisoners  of  war  with  the  enemy; 
among  whidi  Congress  resolved,  that  ^the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  jfour 
Irandred  and  sixty-^three  pounds  like  currency  (New  York  currency)  in 
specie,  equal  to  ttorty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fiffynseven  and  a 
half  dollars,  be  advanced  to  the  oamnussary  genesal  of  prisoners,  which 
he  be  directed  to  distirUiute  among  all  the  offiMm  in  captivity ;  and  that 
the  consideration  of  any  further  allowance  or  comparative  preference  be 
postponed  to  some  future  period.''  That,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1780,  * 
Congress  passed  a  resolution  appropriating  large  sums  of  money  in  specie 
for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  American  prisoners  of  war  with  the 
enemyi  those  at  New  York  inclusive.  That,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1781 , 
Congress,  by  resolution,  ^<  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States, 
from  New  Hampshire  to  North  Carolina  inclusive,  to  procure  and.  for- 
ward to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  to  their  oomoteary  of 
prison^s  appointed  to  reside  at  New  York,  by  the  first  of  March  next, 
for  the  use  o(  the  officers  in  captivity  at  that  place  and  on  Long  Island, 
and  to  be  chained  to  the  United  States,"  large  sums  of  money  in  qiecie 
or  bills  of  exchange  on  New  York,  amounting  to  eighty  thousand  dollars. 
Tlie  resolutions  above  mentioned,  with  other  resolutions  that  might  be  al- 
ludelBi  to,  are  brought,  at  this  late  period,  into  remembrance,  to  show  the 
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care  of,  and  attentioir  to/  American  prisoners  of  war  in  captivitjr  wMi  itie 
enemy,  which  was  manifested  by  Congress,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
folly  supported  and  provided  for  durii^  their  captivity,  and  also  on  their 
return  from  captivity.  The  petitioner  states  Aat  he  held  the  comnoissioD 
of  a  captain  in  time  of  his  csq>tivity,  and,  from  that  circomstoncey  as  en 
officer,  it  may  be  presumed  that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  ample  sap- 
plies  of  money  in  specie  from  time  to  time  provided  for,  aad  actoiiily  re- 
mitted to,  and  put  in  the  power  of,  die  commissary  of  prisonsors  at  and 
near  New  York,  for  the  support  of  the  American  {^isoners  there ;  and  it 
eamiot  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  partake  and  receive  his  portion  of  snob 
ample  provision  for  his  support;  and  it  may  be  presumed  that  a  long 
ktpse  of  years  may  have  obliterated  from  his  memory  the  bonntifid  sup- 
port administered  to  him  by  the  Congress  of  the  Revolution,  and  there- 
fore does  not  recollect  to  have  received  the  several  sums  of  money  stated 
on  the  records  of  the  Treasury  Department  by  him  to  have  been  received. 

This  committ^  further  report,  Uiat  it  does  not  appear  that  the  petitioner 
was  m  the  actnal  service  of  the  United  States  (if  he  had  even  been  an 
officer  commissioned  by  Congress)  after  the  time  that  he  was  exchanged 
and  released  from  captivity ;  that  U  does  not  appear  that  the  petitioner  is 
included  in  any  class  or  denomination  of  officers  to  whom  half  pay  was 
expressly  prom»ied,  and,  therefore,  half  pay  for  life,  or  commi^totioa  there- 
ci  for  five  years'  frdl  pay,  cannot  be  allowed  to  him ;  that  no  suffidem 
reason  has  been  by  him  assigned  why  be  permitted  a  claim  of  this  mag- 
nitude to  lie  dormant  from  the  time  he  ought  to  have  claimed  it,  until  in 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one,  when  his  petition  was  first 
presented  to  Congress ;  that,  if  his  said  claim  was  just,  it  was  honorable 
to  demand  it  in  due  time,  md  to  receive  it :  officm  of  the  highest  nmk 
and  honor  in  the  line  of  the  continental  army,  who  were  entitled  to  com* 
mutation,  received  it  \  it  was  an  honorable  proviaioB  for  them,  made  bjr 
Congress  for  their  noble  and  meritorious  services  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
just  war,  which  delivered  the  United  States  from  bondage,  tyranny,  and 
oppression :  that  the  petitioner  has  not  any  just  claim  to  conunutation  of 
five  years'  full  pay  instead  of  half  pay  for  life ;  that  be  is  not  entitled  to 
bounty  land  as  provided  for  by  resolutions  of  Congress ;  that  if,  by  any 
most  remote  possibility,  the  petitioner  could  have  or  can  have  any  claim 
in  this  case,  it  is  long  since  barred  by  statutes  of  limitatioB.  This  com- 
mittee, therefore,  report  the  following  resolution  : 

ltt$olvedi  That  the  pmyer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 


TaKAsuar  DapAmTMBirT, 

Register's  Office,  January  5,  IMS. 

Sia:  I  have  the. honor  to  transmit  a  copy  pf  the  report  made  by  the 
Tliird  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  on  the  memorial  of  John  McHatton* 
And^am,  widi  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSR 
Hon.  Jonr  Rsjia* 
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TftBASTTRT   DXPABTMENT, 

Third  ^udilor^s  Office,  January  13, 1821. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  relation  to  the  petition  and  accompa- 
nying documents  of  John  McHatton,  who  claims  to  have  been  a  captain 
in  the  Pennsylvania  line  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  asks  commu- 
tation and  land,  that  I  have  had  reference  to  sudi  part  of  the  records  of 
the  revolutionary  army  as  have  been  preserved  and  are  on  file  in  this 
office,  and  I  do  not  find  any  person  by  the  name  of  the  petitioner,  but 
find  Captain  John  McUhatton,  an  officer  of  the  flying  camp  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line.  It  appears  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  paid  his  depre- 
ciation, amounting  to  142/.  8^.,  and  charged  the  same  to  the  United  States ; 
and  it  also  appears  that  be  received  from  the  United  States  the  following 
81UDS  in  specie,  whilst  a  prisoner,  viz : 

Of  E.  Boudinot,        -  -  -  -  -        « 174  79 

Of  J.  Beatty,  -  -  -  ^  -  101  51 
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The  journal  in  which  the  particulars  of  these  payments  were  stated 
being  destroyed,  it  is  impracticable  to  ascertain  them ;  nor  can  it  be  ascer- 
tained how  long  the  officer  named  continued  in  service.  Reference  has 
been  had  to  the  register  of  final-settlement  certificates  issued  to  officers 
serving  to  the  end  of  the  war,  which  is  complete,  arid  also  to  the  list  of 
officers  entitled  to  land,  and  the  name  of  the  officer  is  not  to  be  found. 
Whether  the  petitioner  is  the  same  person  with  the  one  remarked  upon,  I 
cannot  state,  but  should  presume,  from  some  of  the  circumstances  stated 
in  the  petition,  and  there  being  no  record  of  any  person  of  his  name, that 
it  is  probable  such  is  the  fact. 

The  papers  are  returned. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 

The  Hon.  William  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


March  29,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  William  Conner,  report : 

John  Conner,  representing  himself  as  the  only  son  and  heir  of  William 
Conner,  late  an  ensign  in  Colonel  John  Gibson's  regiment  of  the  Viygmia 
continental  line  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  prays  that  commutiSion, 
or  five  years'  full  pay  of  ensign,  may  be  allowed  hmi.  Nte  admits,  and 
it  appears  officially,  that  Ensim  Conner  resigned  in  January,  1782 ;  co»- 
sequently,  he  was  not  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  nor  to  five  years'  fiiB 
pay  as  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life.  The  petitioner,  however, 
places  his  claim  upon  the  ground  that  his  father  was  compelled  to  resign 
from  ill  health,  and  that  he  died  shortly  thereafter.  It  »  a  sufficient 
answer  to  these  allegations  that  they  are  not  proved,  and,  if  they  bad 
been,  they  could  not  be  the  foundation  of  a  legal  claim,  and  could  only 
amhorize  a  gratuity.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner 
is  not  entitled  to  any  relief. 
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Maeoh  29y  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  George  McCormick,  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  heirs  of  George  McCormick,  late  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  line 
of  the  continental  army  of  the  Revolution,  petition  for  commutatioD 
pay.  They  are  not  entitled,  because  their  ancestor  resigned  his  com- 
mission in  the  fall  of  1788.  This  feet  excluded  him  from  the  provis- 
ions of  the  resolution  of  October,  1780,  allowing  half  pay  for  life  to  the 
officers  of  the  continental  army,  who  might  serve  to  the  end  of  tlie  war, 
or  who  retired  as  supernumeraries.  The  evidence  of  his  resignation  is 
his  own  oath,  made  in  1818,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  pension 
nnder  the  act  of  March  of  that  year.  His  statement  is  contained  in  the 
declaration  filed,  in  the  Pension  office,  as  the  committee  are  informed 
by  the  Third  Auditor.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  entitled  to  no  relief. 


April  13,  1838. 

The  Conunittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mary  Hopper,  the  widow  of  Captain  John  A.  Hopper,  late  of 
Hopperstown,  Bergen  county.  New  Jersey,  deceased,  on  behalf  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  tlie  said  decedent,  report : 

That  the  evidence  in  this  case  clearly  proves  that  in  April,  1780,  a 
'Mcgor  BiUs,  of  the  continental  army,  with  a  garrison  and  soldiers,  was 
quartered  at  Hopperstown,  and  occupied  the  dwelling-house  and  store- 
room of  John  A.  Hopper,  deceased,  and  had  their  arms,  provisions,  and 
ammunition  stored  therein.  On  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  1780,  at  the 
dawQ  of  day,  a  troop  of  British  light-horse,  from  Staten  island,  surprised 
the  American  troops  in  garrison  at  Hopperstown,  killing  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  captur'rg  a  part  of  the  garrison.  Finding  the 
buildings  of  Captain  Hopperi  a  the  occupation  of  the  American  troops, 
and  used  as  a  depot,  the  commander  of  the  enemy  burnt  the  houses, 
together  with  the  ammunition  and  stores  of  the  garrison.  All  the  per- 
sonal property  of  Captain  Hopper  was  consumed  in  the  flames,  leaving 
himsefr  and  family  without  even  their  wearing  apparel.  All  who  give 
mdaooe  concur  in  the  belief  that  the  buildings  of  Captain  Hopper  were 
destroyed  because  they  were  occupied  by  the  troops.  As  no  other 
fnoperty  in  the  town  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  except  that  of  the 
AnhMT  ef  Captain  Hopper  ajid  his  own,  which  was  similarly  occupied,  it 
jS'Stnkiiigly  conoborative  of  the  baliel  expressed  by  the  witnesses.  Tk^ 
^rakie  et  the  real  property  destroyed  is  variously  estimated  by  the  wit: 
auses,  averaging  from  two  thousand  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  personal  property  consisted  of  seven  thousand  dollars  ifi 
QOBtinQntal  money,  and  five  hundred  dollars  of  personal  property,  as 
estimated  by  the  widow.  As  the  principle  has  been  established  by 
Congress,  that  personal  property  is  not  to  be  taken  into  the  estimate,  and 
pud  for,  when  destroyed  by  the  eneoiy,  on  high  moral  and  political  con- 
fideratioiis,  the  estimate  for  it  is  excluded  fretti  consideration  as  to  the 
•mount  which  ougla  to  be  paid  to  the  representatives  of  the  decedent. 
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In  the  stroggle  for  independence,  Captain  Hopper  and  his'  six  brothers 
^were  active  and  etficient  whigs ;  several  of  whom  proved  their  devotion 
to  the  cause  by  the  loss  of  life  in  the  service.*  High-minded,  and  of  a 
noble  spirit,  daring  his  life  Captain  Hopper  never  applied  for  remunera- 
tion. His  country  was  involved  in  debt,  and  burdened  with  difficulties ; 
now,  when  it  is  free  from  claim,  and  abundantly  able  to  pay,  the  heirs' 
ask  for  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  their  ancestor.  And  the  committee, 
satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  report  a  bill  for  the  rehef  of  the 
petitioners. 


April  12,  1838. 

•  The  Cotinmittee  oo  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Christopher  Colbey,  for  remuneration  for  bounty  land, 
report : 

That  this  claim  is  predicated  on  the  cnlLstment,  in  1778,  of  the  peti 
tioner  as  a  soldier  in  the  company  of  Captain  Shaffner,  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  for  the  period  of  "  during  the  war.''  At  the  defeat  of  the 
army  under  the  command  of  General  Gates,  he  received  a  severe 
wound ;  from  which,  after  a  long  and  protracted  confinement,  he  par- 
tially recovered,  and  again  joined  his  regiment,  and  continued  in  active 
service  to  near  the  close  of  the  war;  when,  from  hardships  and  exposure 
incideat  to  the  service,  his  old  wound  broke  out  anew,  and  rendered 
him  unfit  for  actual  service ;  on  account  of  which  he  received  his  dis- 
charge. Immediately  after  his  return  home  from  the  army,  in  1783,  his  n 
dwctling'house  was  consumed  by  fire,  in  which  the  papers  and  docu- 
meatB  relating  to  his  services  in  the  army  were  destroyed.  The  peti- 
tioi^r  receives  a  pension  from  the  United  States,  but  has  never  received 
any  bounty  land.  The  resolution  of  the  ISth  September,  1776,  extended 
the  grant  of  bounty  land  to  all  who  were  engaged  or  en!isted  in  the 
anny  of  the  United  States  during  the  war.  In  consequence  of  a  wound 
received  in  the  service,  the  petitioner  was  disabled  and  discharged  before 
the  termination  of  the  war.  A  provision  for  a  pension,  instead  of 
bounty  land,  was  made  by  Congress  for  wounded  soldiers.  The  grant 
of  land,  in  express  terms,  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gnss,  is  confined  to  soldiers  who  served  to  the  termination  of  the 
war.  In  no  instance  has  a  soldier  who  was  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice prior  to  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1783,  for  disability,  or  any  other 
cattss  whatever,  received  bounty  land  under  the  resolves  of  Congress  ' 
providing  that  bounty.  The  usage  and  practice  of  the  Government 
lias  been  uhiform  and  unbroken;  the  committee,  therefore,  report 
against  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 


April  12,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Angelica  Gilbert,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Joseph  Olney,  late  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  deceased,  report : 

Tbat  this  claim  is  founded  on  the  services  of  Captain  Joseph  Ohicy,  de- 
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ceased,  who  entered  the  oaval  service  on  board  the  Columbus^  of  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  on  ihe  20ih  of  November,  1775,  as  a  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  first  lieutenancy  of  that 
vessel.  On  the  8th  of  December,  1776,  he  received  from  Congress  a  com- 
mission as  a  second  lieutenant.  On  the  20th  of  August,  1777,  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  brig  Cabot,  and  continued  in  service  up  to  the 
20th  of  August,  178S — as  on  that  day  he  was,  by  the  order  of  Congreas^ 
commissioned  to  command  the  sloop  Peacock ;  but  how  much  loi){;er  he 
continued  in  service  remains  unascertained.  Captain  Olney  had  a  high 
reputation  as  a  gentleman  and  intrepid  officer,  and  aided  in  captiuring 
many  valuable  prizes  from  the  enemy.  No  specific  claim  is  made  or  set 
forth  by  the  petitioner,  and  no  evidence  is  submitted  to  sustain  any  such 
claim.  And  as  neither  naval  officers,  seamen,  nor  marines,  are  embraced 
by  the  xesolutions  of  the  Contiuental  Congress  givhig  half  pay  or  commu- 
tation, the  conunittee  report  against  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 


Apbil  6,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard and  Sarah  C.  Davis,  late  Sarah  C.  Dye,  was  referred,  report : 

That  the  petitioners  claim  the  seven  years'  half  pay  promised  Ihe 
widows  and  children  of  such  officers  as  should  die  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution ;  and  they  found  thek 
claim  on  the  allegation  that  Lieutenant  Jonathan  Dye,  under  whom  they 
claim,  was  killed  in  tbe  battle  of  Brandy  wine.  The  claimants  exhibit 
with  their  petition  satisfactory  evidence  to  show  the  following  fecta:  That 
Jonathan  Dye  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  continental  line  of  the 
army  aforesaid,  and  that  he  was  killed  in  tbe  battle  of  Brandy  wine;  that 
at  the  time  o£  his  death  he  left  a  widow,  Sarah  Ann  Dye,  and  one  chiU 
only,  Nancy  Dye,  who  died  in  the  lifetime  of  her  said  mother,  intestate, 
unmarried,  and  without  issue;  that  Sarah  Ann  Dye,  widow  of  ]^ieutenant 
Jonathan,  departed  this  life,  leaving  one  child  only,  Sarah  C.  Dye,  half 
sister  to  Nancy  Dye,  deceased,  as  aforesaid.  It  does  not  appear  that 
Sarah  Ann  Dye,  widow  of  Jonathan  Dye,  has  received  the  seven  years' 

half  pay  due  to  her  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the day  of 

,  as  the  widow  of  an  officer  in  t»ie  continental  line  of  tbe  army 

who  was  killed  in  baule.  And  as  it  appears  she  lived  till  the  Slat  of  De- 
cember, 1813,  leaving  an  only  child,  the  petitioner  Sarah  C.  Davie,  who 
is  proven  to  be  the  sole  heir  of  her  mother,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  tbe 
seven  years'  half  pay  due  to  and  not  received  by  her  mother,  the  commit- 
tee consider  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  well  founded,  and  report  a  bill  fan 
their  relief. 


April  6,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Solomon  J.  Lee,  report  : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Uoiled. 
States  as  a  militiamam  and  teamster,  in  the  year  1775 ;  was  dniugblod  in 
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the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Brown ;  was  appointed  an  ensign ; 
was  principally  employed  in  transporting  provisions  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  was  mustered  for  military  duty  all  the  >var.  From  the  proof 
exhibited,  it  is  probable  that  the  petitioner  performed  the  services  stated 
by  him  in  his  application  for  relief;  but  if  this  be  conceded,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  relief  prayed  for  ought  not  to  be  granted,  as  it 
would  be  mtroducing  a  new  principle  in  the  action  of  this  committee, 
which  would  open  the  door  for  the  allowance  of  an  innnmerable  class  of 
claims,  the  settlement  and  payment  of  which  was  amply  provided  for 
shortly  after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  which  cannot  now 
be  investigated  with  any  safety  to  the  Government.  Therefore, 
Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


April  6,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  of 
Philip  Lightfoot  was  referred,  report: 

That  the  petitioner  claims,  as  only  son  and  sole  heir  at  law  of  Philip 
Laghtfoot,  deceased,  the  commutation  pay  due  to  his  said  father  for  his 
services  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  Une  on  continental  establishment 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  Diligent  inquiry  has  been  niadt?  at  all  the 
Departments  here  and  at  Richmond,  and  no  record  evidence  has  been 
found  to  show  th:it  Philip  Lightfoot  was  an  officer.  It  does  appear  that, 
on- the  11th  of  July,  1835,  Governor  Tazewell  allowed  land  bounty  to 
Philip  Lightfoot,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  line,  for  three  years* 
service.  (See  the  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Richmond, 
Virginia.)  This  allowance  was  made  by  Governor  Tazewell,  on  the  ev- 
idence of  two  highly  respectable  and  intelligent  officers  iu  the  continental 
regiiilent  of  artillery  commanded  by  Colonel  (Charles  Harrison,  to  wit: 
Judge  Francis  T.  .Brooke  and  the  late  Colonel  Edmund  Broolce — both  in 
service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  both  have  received  commutation  pay 
and  land  bounty  from  the  United  States.  By  the  testimony  of  these  offi- 
cers, it  is  proven  tliat  Philip  Lightfoot,  father  of  the  petitioner,  was  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery  on  continental  establishment ; 
that  ho  served  in  the  campaign  of  1781,  in  the  army  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Lafayette;  that  he  was  in  actual  service  in  July,  1781,  and  at  the 
seige  of  York;  that  in  the  summer  of  1781,  about  July,  nearly  all  the  reg- 
ular soldiers  attached  to  the  portions  of  Harrison's  regiment  then  in  Vir- 
ginia, were  marched  to  the  South,  to  join  the  army  under  General  Greene; 
that  nearly  all  the  junior  officers  in  Harrison's  regiment  were,  by  the  fore- 
going detachment  of  the  men,  left  in  Virginia  without  regular  command ; 
that,  to  supply  this,  militia  draughts  and  recruits  were  placed  under  their 
command,  to  aid  in  repelling  the  then  invasion  of  Virginia ;  that  after  the 
siege  of  York,  these  militia  draughts  and  recruits  were  discharged, and  the 
officers  were  again  without  men  to  command,  and  so  remained  to  the  end 
of  the  war.  Judge  Brooke  says  he  knew  Philip  Lightfoot  well ;  that  he 
was  wealthy,  and  did  not  regard  pay ;  that  he  never  heard  of  his  resigna- 
tion ;  that  he  considered  him  in  the  condhion  of  five-sixths  of  the  officers 
of  that  regiment — at  home,  having  no  troops  to  command,  virtually  in 
service,  though  not  actually  in  the  field.    (For  the  foregoing  statement  of 
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the  evidence  in  this  case,  see  the  affidavits  of  Francis  T.  Brooke  and  Ed* 
luund  Brooke^  and  a  certificate  of  John  Taliaferro.)  In  acting  on  these 
cases,  the  committee  receive  with  great  caution  parol  evidence  to  show 
that  the  claimant  was  an  officer  in  the  continental  service,  and,  as  such, 
entitled  to  commutation  pay.  In  all  cases,  record  evidence,  when  attain- 
able, is  required  to  show — first, that  the  claimant  was  an  officer;  secondly, 
that  his  service  was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  pay  claimed.  There  is 
no  rule,  however,  so  general  in  its  application,  as  not  to  require  necessary 
exceptions,  in  order  to  do  justice.  And  it  has  generally  been  the  practice 
to  admit  secondary  evidence,  when  the  best  evidence  is  not  in  possession 
of,  or  attainable  by,  the  party  claiming.  As  to  the  present  case,  there  are 
circumstances  arising  out  of  the  history  of  the  then  and  past  times,  suffi- 
cient to  create  a  strong  presumption  that  the  records  as  to  Harrison's  regi- 
ment, from  the  time  Lightfoot  joined  it  to  the  close  of  the  war,  never 
were  very  perfect,,  owing  to  the  reduced  and  scattered  condition  of  its  of- 
ficers during  that  period;  and  that, imperfect  as  those  records  were, nearly 
all  of  them  have  been  destroyed  and  lost.  It  is  under  these  circumstances 
the  petitioner  offers  secondary  evidence  to  show  that  he  was  a  lieutenant 
in  Charles  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery,and  the  evidence  offered  is  that 
of  the  two  officers  of  the  same  regiment  above  referred  to.  The  conmiit- 
tee,  being  satisfied,  by  the  evidence  in  the  case,  that  Philip  Lightfoot  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  by  Charles 
Harrison ;  that  he  was,  as  such,  in  actual  service  in  the  campaign  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  its  close  in  1781 ;  and  that  subsequent  to  that  time  he  became 
supernumerary  to  the  close  of  the  war,  are  of  opinion  that  he  was  entitled 
to  commutation  pay,  and  report  a  bill. 


May  11,  1638. 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  James  Maxwell,  of  Pennsylvania,  report : 

That  it  appears  the  petitioner  enlisted  and  served  in  the  eighth  Penn- 
sylvania regiment,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  to  the  close 
thereof;  that  for  said  service  he  became  entitled  to  a  bounty  land  warrant 
for  one  hundred  acres  of  land;  that,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  peti- 
tioner, a  warrant  issued  the  19th  of  March,  1799,  for  the  quantity  of  land 
to  which  he  was  entitled,  and  afterwards,  to  wit,  the  4th  of  January,  1810, 
a  patent  issued  thereon  in  the  name  of  Thomas  TTiompson,  as  assignee  of 
the  petitioner.  The  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  proof  before  theui, 
that  the  alleged  assignment  to  Thompson  was  made  without  the  assent  or 
knowledge  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  he  has  not  received  any  benefit,  di- 
rectly or  mdirectly,  for  the  same. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled 
to  relief,  and  they  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


May  11,  1838. 

The  Committee  oii  Revolutionary  Claims  report : 
That  it  appears,  by  docunaentary  evidence,  that  George  Yates  served  as 
surgeon's  mate,  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Reyolutioni  to 
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the  end  of  the  year  17S2,  up  to  which  time  he  was  paid.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  ever  received  certificates  for  commutation  pay.  Upon  this 
state  of  the  facts,  and  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  this  committee  in  the 
report  which  accompanies  the  bill  (No.  44)  of  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Samuel  Y.  Keene,  (to  which  the  committfee 
refer  as  part  of  this  report,)  they  recommend  the  allowance  of  five  years^ 
full  pay  of  a  surgeon's  mate  to  George  Yates ;  and  for  that  purpose  a  bill 
is  herewith  reported. 


May  11.  1838, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Towns,  report : 

That  in  this  case  commutation,  with  interest,  is  Claimed.  The  evidence 
filed  consists  of  the  following,  viz  : 

1.  The  affidavit  of  Reuben  Long,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution  and  a 
pensioner,  that  he  was  in  the  same  regiment  with  John  Towns,  and  left 
him  in  service  on  the  20th  December,  1779. 

2.  The  affidavits  of  Joseph  Hopkinson  and  Hannah  Ogle  ;  the  fonner 
of  whom  says  that  he  boarded  with  Towns  in  1791  and  1792,  and  fre- 
quently heard  him  relate  anecdotes  or  occurrences  which  he  said  took 
place  while  he  was  in  service ;  and  the  latter  says  she  knows  John  Towns 
was  an  officer  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  she  believes  he  served  until  th^ 
close  of  the  war. 

3.  John  Towns's  oath  of  allegiance,  made  before  Baron  de  Kalb  8th 
April,  1778. 

4.  A  certified  copy  of  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Virginia,  allowing  bounty  lands. 

5.  The  certificate  of  the  Auditor  of  Virginia,  showing  that  John  Towns 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  continental  line,  and  was  paid  as  such 
for  his  services  to  the  31st  of  December,  1781. 

6.  Two  letters  from  the  Third  Auditor:  one, dated  the  1st  April,  1834, 
showing  that  Lieutenant  John  Towns  was  paid  by  the  United  States  to 
the  12th  March,  1782 ;  and  the  other,  dated  5th  January,  1838,  showing 
that  he  was  paid  to  the  26th  of  March,  1782. 

7.  Copy  of  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  which  tried  John 
Towns,  in  January,  1781. 

8.  The  affidavit  of  Captain  John  Towns,  dated  3d  February,  1781, 
showing  that  Lieutenant  John  Towns  had  his  authority  to  go  to  Charles- 
ton in  December,  1780,  for  which  he  appears  to  have  been  arrested. 

9.  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Greene  to  the  Board  of  War,  dated 
24th  May,  1781,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
martial  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Towns,  stating  that  he  considered  the 
court  an  illegal  one. 

Prom  the  foregoing  evidence,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  ser- 
vices of  John  Towns  were  such  as  would  have  entitled  him  to  commuta- 
tion, and  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  legal  representatives. 


4«2 

Mat  11,  1838. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  bill  of  the  Sen- 
ate (No.  44)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Samuel  Y.  Keeoe, 
was  committed,  report  the  same  with  an  amendment 

That  the  petitioners  claim  the  five  years'  full  pay  due  to  their  deceased 
ancestor,  Samuel  Y.  Keene,  for  his  services  as  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution ;  and  they  rest 
their  claim  on  the  promise  made  by  Congress  on  the  J^lst  of  October, 
1780,  the  17lh  of  January,  1781,  and  by  the  act  of  March,  1783;  which 
promise  was,  to  allow  half  pay  for  life,  or  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  such  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  as  should  con- 
tinue in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  who  should  become  supernume- 
rary subsequent  to  the  21st  of  October,  1780.    The  record  evidence  in 
support  of  this  claim  shows  that  Samuel  Y.  Keene  was  appointed  a  sur- 
geon's mate  in  the  Maryland  contmental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Revo- 
lution ;  that  he  acted  as  such  two  years  and  five  months  prior  to  January, 
1783,  in  which  month  he  became  supernumerary,  and  was  paid  up  to  the 
15th  day  of  November,  1783.     (See  the  statement  of  Peter  Ha^er, 
Third  Auditor;  the  certificate  of  William  Gordon,  land-bounty  agefit;  a 
letter  of  the  register  of  the  Maryland  land  office ;  also,  the  affidavits  of 
Peter  Bmnback  and  John  Jacobs.)    By  this  evidence,  it  is  shown  beyond 
doubt  that  the  service  of  Samuel  Y.  Keene  was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to 
the  benefit  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  21st  of  October,  1780, 
and  of  March,  1783.     A  construction,  however,  was  given  those  resolu- 
tions in  1784,  by  the  then  Board  of  War,  which  excluded  sturgeon's  mates 
from  commutation  pay ;  and  that  construction  was  sanctioned  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  so  that  this  class  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  this 
only,  has  never  received  that  pay.    Within  a  few  years  past,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  has  decided,  it  is  believed. unanimously,  that  sur- 
geon's mates  are  entitled  to  commutation,  and  have  passed  many  bills 
making  that  allowance.     Under  the  act  of  1828,  to  provide  for  the  sur- 
viving officers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution  who  served  in  the  conti- 
nental line  to  the  end  of  the  war,  surgeon's  mates  have  been  admitted  to 
the  benefit  of  that  act.    They  liave,  in  all  time,  received  full  land  bounty 
as  officers  of  the  army,  and  their  widows  have  received  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  promised  by  Congress  to  the  widows  of  such  officers  of  the  army 
as  should  die  in  the  service.    Without  adopting,  as  a  binding  precedent, 
the  decision  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  taking  as  their  guide  the 
,more  recent  decisions  on  the  subject,  the  committee  assume  that  the  claim 
of  surQ;eon's  mates  to  commutation  pay  must  depend  on  the  true  exposi- 
tion of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  which  ended  in  a  promise  of  that 
pay.    The  first  act  of  Congress  which  bears  on  the  question  is  that  of  the 
15th  of  May,  1778,  to  wit;   '' Resolved^  That  all  military  officers  com- 
missioned by  Congress,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service 
o{  the  United  States,  and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  shall, 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive,  annually,  for  the 
term  of  seven  years,  if  they  live  so  long,  one-half  of  the  present  pay  of 
such  officers." 

Such  is  the  language  of  a  resolution  designed  to  induce  individuals  to 
enter  the  military  service,  and  to  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
It  was  imder  and  in  pursuance  of  thfs  promise,  surgeons  offered  to  join 
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the  army ;  and  sttrgeons,  as  well  as  mates,  were  commissioned  by  Con- 
gress in  the  same  terms,  manner,  and  form,  as  all  other  military  officers 
were  commissioned.  They  had  the  pay  and  corresponding  rank  of  cer- 
tain officers  in  the  line  of  the  army ;  it  was  required  of  them  to  appear  in 
the  uniform  dress  correspondent  to  their  military  rank ;  they  were  made 
subject  to  strict  miKtary  law ;  and  what  gives  Confirmation  to  the  fact  that 
they  were  considered  military  officers  by  the  authors  of  the  aforesaid  res- 
olution  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  is  a  contemporaneous  r^sohitipn  of 
^Congress,  expressly  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War  to  sign 
none  other  than  military  officers'  commissions.  It  was  under  this  express 
restriction  the  Secretary  did  sign  the  commissions  of  surgeon's  mates,  as 
miUtary  officers ;  and  his  authority  to  do  so  has  never  been  disclaimed,  or 
eren  questioned.  If  no  subsequent  legislation  on  this  subject  had  been 
adopted,  the  question  arises,  would  surgeon's  mates,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  have  been  entitled  to  the  seven  years'  half  pay  promised  by  the 
aforesaid  resolution  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778?  It  is  said,  no;  and  the 
*  teason  assigned  in  support  of  this  negation,  is,  they  were  not  military  of- 
£oefs;  that  military  officers  mean  officers  combatant;  that  surgeon^ 
mates  are  non-combatants,  ergo,  not  military  officers,  and,  therefore,  not 
embraced  in  the  resolution.  In  noticing  this  objection,  the  committee  do 
not  consider  it  necessary  to  enter  on  a  critical  examination  of  the  abstract 
meaning  of  the  term  military,  taken  separately  and  unconnected ;  nor  is 
it  matei  ial  to  the  actual  merits  of  the  question  to  insist  on  the  impropriety 
of  a  resort  to  so  rigid  and  technical  an  exposition  of  the  term  military ^ 
in  order  to  exclude  from  a  common  benefit  officers  whose  dangers,  priva- 
tions, duties,  and  services,  were  identical  with  those  admitted  by  all  to  be 
embraced  by  the  resolution ;  and  to  remark,  that  such  an  exposition  of 
the  term  military  would  create  a  distinction,  and  ^  most  invidious  one, 
between  officers  of  the  same  corps,  never  recognised  in  the  annals  of  mil- 
itary practice.  For  a  satisfactory  meaning  of  the  term  military  officer^ 
the  committee  look  to  the  associated  words,  the  object,  and  the  practical 
operations  of  the  resolution,  in  which  all  military  officers  commissioned 
by  Congress  are  mentioned.  Taking  this  for  their  guide,  the  committee 
decide  that  surgeon's  mates  were,  according  to  the  language  of,  and  prac- 
tice nnder,  the  resolutions  of  Congress  above  referred  to,  military  officers ; 
and,  as  such,  embraced  in  the  promise  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  - 
15th  of  May,  1778.  If  any  yet  insist  that  the  committee  err  in  the  view 
they  have  taken,  it  is  respectfully  asked — ^if  surgeon's  mates  were  not 
military  officers,  what  were  they  ?  Surely,  no  one  will  say  they  were  civil 
officers.  Such  an  idea,  if  it  exists,  is  at  once  refuted  by  the  fact  that  the 
oommissions  of  surgeon's  mates  were  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  War,  which,  by  act  of  Congress,  was  restricted  from  signing  any 
other  than  military  commissions.  (See  resolution  of  Congress,  17th  of 
October,  1777.) 

The  committee,  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  surgeon's  mates  are 
embraced  in,  and  entitled  to,  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  it  remained  for  them  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  they  became  entitled  to  the  half  pay  for  life,  or  five  years'  full  pay  in 
lieu  thereof,  subsequently  promised  by  Congress  to  such  officers  of  the 
army  as  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  who  should  become  su- 
pernumerary subsequent  to  the  21st  of  October,  1780.  It  appears,  from 
mn  examination  of  the  journals  of  that  period,  that  Congress,  in  pursuance 
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of  t}ie  earnest  reconuneudation  of  General  WaitungUm  to  'memeate  Ibe 
seven  years'  half  pay  allowed  the  of&cers  of  tlie  army  by  the  resolutkm 
of  the  I5th  of  May,  1778,  to  half  pay  for  life,  did  adopt  the  following  res- 
olution on  the  2 1st  of  October,  1780,  to  wit :  "  Congress  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  letter  of  General  Washington,  recomniending  half  pay  to 
the  officers  of  the  army,  for  life,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war ;  and,  to 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  several  regiments  of  infantry  re- 
quested from  the  respective  Slates:  Resolved j  That  the  several  regiments 
of  infantry  requested  from  the  respective  States  by  a  resolution  of  the  3d 
instant,  be  augmented,  and  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
one  major  where  the  fuU  colonels  are  continued,  or  one  lieutenant  colonel 
commandant  and  two  majors  where  full  colonels  are  not  continued,  nine 
captains,  twenty-two  subalterns,  one  surgeon,  one  surgeon's  mate,  luc 
That  the  commander-in-chief,  and  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  de- 
partment, direct  the  officers  of  each  State  to  meet  and  agree  upon  the  offi- 
cers for  the  regiments  to  be  raised  by  their  respective  States,  from  iboae 
who  incline  to  continue  in  service  ;  and  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agree- 
ment, to  be  determined  by  seniority,  and  make  return  of  those  who  are  to 
remain :  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  together  with  the  najnes 
of  the  officers  to  be  reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life.  TJut 
the  officers  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  abo 
be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  redue- 
tion."    The  committee  consider  the  half  pay  promised  the  officers  of  the 
army  by  the  foregoing  act  a  substitute  for,  and  in  lieu  of,  the  seven  years' 
half  pay  allowed  by  me  above-recited  act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778 ;  and 
as  it  has  been  shown  that  surgeon's  mates,  being  military  officers  commis- 
sioned by  Congress,  were  included  iu  the  act  of  1778,  it  seems  to  result 
that,  as  officers  of  the  army,  and  components  Of  an  express  military  corfSj 
(see  the  organization  of  the  regiments  recited  above,)  they  became  entitled 
to  the  half  pay  promised  by  the  act  of  the  2l8t  of  October,  1780.     And  if 
all  legislation  on  that  subject  had  terminated  here,  the  committee  believe 
no  doubt  ever  would  have  existed  as  to  the  just  claim  of  this  class  of  offi- 
cers, in  common  with  others,  to  that  pay.    But  it  seems  there  was  subse- 
quent legislation  on  the  subject;  and  it  remained  for  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine that  legislation,  and  to  ascertain  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  it 
contravened  dl  or  any  of  the  precedhig  legislation  in  relation  to  that  mat- 
ter.   After  an  assiduous  investigatiozi,  the  committee  conclude  that  no 
legislation  subsequent  to  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  could,  or  that  by  fair 
construction  did,  contravene,  or  in  any  manner  impair,  the  claim  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  or  any  class  of  such  officers,  to  the  half  pay  promised 
them  by  the  act  of  the  2lst  of  October,  1780.     The  half  pay  for  life  con- 
tracted by  the  act  of  1780  to  be  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  army  for  certain 
service  to  be  performed  by  them,  insianter  became  a  vested  right,  of 
which  subsequent  legislation,  nor  nothing  whatever^ could  direst  the  offi- 
cer, save  a  failure  on  his  part  to  perform  the  prescribed  service ;  and  it 
would  be  a  libel  on  the  good  sense  and  justice  of  the  distinguished  states- 
men and  patriots  of  that  period  to  imagine  even  that  any  legislation,  sub- 
sequent to  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  had  for  its  object  to  impair  the  de- 
liberate engagement  nuade  by  that  act  to  allow  half  pay  for  life  to  the  oifir 
cers  of  the  army.     It  is,  liowever,  insisted  that  the  act  of  the  17th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1781,  excludes  surgeon's  mates  from  half  pay;  and  as  it  was  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  as  the  committee  beUeve,  that  the  Secretary  of  ths 


406 

Conthietttal  Board  of  War,  in  1784,  and  in  all  time  A6reafter,  refused  to 
uMovr  to  surgeon's  mates  half  pay  claimed  by  them,  and  as  the  Congrees 
of  that  period  sustained  this  decision  of  the  Secretary,  the  committee 
deemed  it  proper  to  examine,  with  great  attention,  that  act,  and  its  de- 
clared object.  The  committee  did  this,  not  because  any  provision  in  the 
act  could,  for  the  reasons  stated  above,  deprive  this  class  of  officers  of  a 
right  vested  in  them  by  a  previous  act;  but  to  show  that  the  act  of  the 
1 7th  of  January,  1 78 1 ,  was  intended  for  another  and  very  distinct  purpose. 
The  circumstance  which  induced  the  act  in  question  was,  a  doubt  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  hoqpital  department  of  the  anny  whether  they 
were  inchided  in  the  half-pay  provision  of  the  act  of  the  2lBt  of  October, 
1780.  They  addressed  General  Washington  on  the  subject;  and  be  ad«- 
dressed  Congress  in  their  behalf.  In  this  movement,  the  surgeons  and 
mates  of  the  regiments  took  no  part ;  they  having  no  doubt  as  to  their 
existing  claim  to  half  pay.  Having  this  object  only  in  view,  «  Congress, 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1781,  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  letter  of  General  Washington  of  the  dth  of  November 
last,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  officers  of  the  hospital  department ; 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions :  fFhereaSy  by  the  plan' 
for  conducting  the  hospital  department,  passed  in  Congress  the  dOth  day 
of  September  last,  no  proper  establishment  is  provided  for  the  officers  of 
ihe  medical  staflF,  after  their  dismission  from  public  service,  which,  con- 
sidering the  customs  of  other  nations,  and  the  late  provision  made  for  the 
army  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  they  appear  to  have  a  just  claim  to : 
for  remedy  whereof,  and  also  for  amending  several  parts  of  the  above- 
mentioned  plan — Beaolvedj  That  all  officers  in  the  hospital  department 
and  medical  staff,  hereinafter  mentioned,  who  shall  continue  in  service  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  or  be  reduced  before  that  time  as  supernumeraries, 
shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  during  life,  in  lieu  of  half  pay,  the  follow- 
ing allowance,  viz  :  The  director  of  the  hospital,  equal  to  the  half  pay  of 
a  colonel,  (that  is,  jt30  per  month  ;)  chief  physicians  and  sui^geons  of  the 
hospital  and  army,  and  hospital  physicians  aiid  surgeons,  purveyor,  apoth- 
ecary, and  regimental  surgeons,  each  equal  to  the  half  pay  of  a  captain,'' 
(say  8^0  per  month.)  And  it  wz;s  because  surgeon's  mates,  eo  nomine, 
were  not  included  in  the  foregoing  enumeration,  appended  to  a  measure 
the  express  object  of  which  was  to  provide  for  all  the  officers  of  the  hos* 
pital  department  and  medical  staff,  half  pay  has  been  refused  to  them. 

A  construction  like  that,  so  manifestly  opposed  to  the  avowed  object  of 
the  act,  is  rendered  more  strikingly  apparent  by  the  fact  that  it  excludes 
no  other  officer,  while  it  includes  the  apothecary,  an  officer  of  inferior 
grade  to  the  surgeon's  mate,  who  is,  as  to  similarity  of  duty,  identical 
with  the  surgeon,  and  much  more  exposed  to  the  hazards  of  war.'  Such 
a  construction  and  execution  of  this  act,  as  it  respects  surgeon's  mates,  is 
contrary  to  all  the  other  provisions  made  by  Congress  for  that  indispen- 
sable class  of  officers  in  all  military  corps  of  an  army.  No  pay  or  bounty 
was  allowed  the  surgeon,  or  other  officers  of  the  army,  by  Congress, 
which  was  not  extended,  ratably,  to  the  mate.  Such  has  been  the  prac- , 
tice  of  other  nations;  and  it  was  expressly  in  pursuance  of  the  practice  of 
other  nations  that  Congress,  in  part,  were  influenced  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  17th  of  January,  1781.  In  deciding  on  this  case,  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  Continental  Congress  must  have  been  governed  by  the 
single  circumstance  that  surgeon's  mates,  eo  nomine,  were  not  included 
59 


486 

in  the  list*  of  officers.  And  taking  tbis,  as  they  probably  did,  to  be  the 
sole  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject ;  and,  moreoTer,  deeply  influenced 
by  the  then  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the  Government,  they  came  tot 
conclusion  which  this  committee,  with  great  deferenee  and  respect,  think 
cannot  be  sustained  by  the  previous  acts  of  Congress,  nor  by  a  fair  con- 
struction of  the  act  of  17th  of  January,  1781.  The  committee  are  satis- 
fied, by  a  connected  view  of  the  legislation  on  this  subject,  that  the  object 
of  the  act  of  1781  was  to  fix  the  quantum  of  pay  to  be  allowed  ail  the 
officers  of  the  hospital  department  and  medical  stafi*,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  in  lieu  of  half  the  pay  which  was  allowed  those  offioers  by  the 
.act  of  the  dOth  of  September,  1780.  And  as  their  were  other  than  com- 
missioned officers  attached  to  the  hospital  departmoit  and  medical  stafl^ 
in  order  to  discriminate  these,  the  words  <<  officers  hereinafter  mentioned" 
are  inserted.  In  making  this  enumeration  in  a  very  mixed  and  promii- 
.cuous  order,  a  single  commissioned  officer  (surgeon's  mate)  is  omitted. 
The  committee,  being  unable  to  discover,  or  even  imagine,  a  reason  for 
such  omission,  believe  that  it  arose  from  inadvertence ;  and  that  if  the 
claim  in  question  rested  solely  on  that  omission,  taken  in  connexion  with 
all  the  objects  of  the  act,  it  would  be  justly  sustained,  and  ought  to  be 
allowed.  If  the  omission  to  name  an  officer  in  an  act,  expressly  designed 
to  operate  upon  him,  shall  l>e  so  construed  as  not  to  afiect  him,  how  was 
it  that  the  general  officers  of  the  army  were  allowed  commutation  pay  ? 
The  act  allowing  commutation  does  not  include  the  general  oflkrers,  eo 
nomincj  nor  in  terms  even  ;  yet,  as  it  was  the  manifest  object  of  Con- 
gress to  allow  that  pay  to  all  military  offioers  commissioned  by  Congress, 
it  was  decided  by  Congress  that  such  a  construction  should  be  given  to 
the  previous  act  as  to  include  the  general  officers  of  the  army.  The 
.committee  consider  the  cases  analogous ;  and  that  the  decision  as  to  the 
general  officers  ought  to  have  been  the  decision  as  to  surgeon's  mates. 
Taking  these  views  of  the  legislation  of  Congress,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  surgeon's  mates  were  included  in  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  16th  of  May,  1778,  allowing  seven  years'  half  pay  to  all  military 
officers;  that  they  were  included  in  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  October, 

1780,  allowing  certain  officers  of  the  army  half  pay  for  life,  in  lieu  of  the 
seven  years'  half  pay  aforesaid  ;  that  the  half  pay  for  life  thus  promised, 
became,  instanter^  a  vested  right,  of  which  the  officers  oould  not  be  justly 
deprived  by  subsequent  legislation  ;  that  the  act  of  the  17th  of  January, 

1781,  was  designed  to  benefit  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  staff, 
and  ought  not  to  be  construed  and  executed  so  as,  in  any  respect,  to  con- 
travene that  design ;  that,  therefore,  the  construction  heretofore  given  to 
that  act,  whereby  sutgeon's  mates  have  been  refused  the  half  pay  claimed 
by  them,  is  incorrect,  and  ought  to  be  reversed.     It  is  therefore 

Resolved^  That  surgeon's  mates,  who  served  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  to  the  conclusion  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  are  entitled  to  com- 
mutation pay ;  and  the  bill  of  the  Senate  is  reported  for  the  relief  of  the 
petitioners,  (the  heirs  of  S.  Y.  Keene,)  with  an  amendment. 


4«7 

Mat  II,  1688. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred* the 
petition  of  the  heirs^  of  Henry  D.  Purcell,  report  : 

That  the  petitioners  ask  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of 
half  pay  for  life,  in  consideration  of  the  services  of  said  Henry  D.  Purcell, 
their  ancestor,  who  served  as  a  lieutenant  of  infantry  in  the  Pennsylvania 
continental  line  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Th€  petitioners  refer  the  commit- 
tee to  the  Third  Auditor's  office  for  evidence  in  snpport  of  their  claim. 
The  committee,  on  application  to  that  office,  find  that  said  Henry  D.  Pur- 
cell did  serve  as  a  lieutenant  in  the-  Pennsylvania  Une  on  continental  es- 
tablishment to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  in  that  capMsi^  received  his 
commutation  afterwards.  The  letter  of  the  Third  Auditor  to  that  effiscl, 
is  hereby  referred  to,  and  made  part  of  this  report. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Trbasuby  Depaetmbnt, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  April  19,  1S38.  ' 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  18th  instant, 
that  it  appears  from  the  revolutionary  records  on  file  in  this  office  that 
Henry  D.  Purcell  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  as  a  lieutenant  of  infantry 
iu  the  Pennsylvania  continental  line,  and  in  that  capacity  he  appears  to 
have  received  his  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half 
pay  for  life. 

With  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER.  Auditor.  " 
Hon.  Alexandbr  Harper, 

of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  ClaimSy  H.  R. 


May  11,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, report  : 

That  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  by  documentary 
and  other  evidence,  that  Joseph  Savage  was  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  army 
of  the  Revolution ;  that  he  served  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army, 
and  was  returned  as  in  service  at  the  end  of  the  war,  (see  certificate  of  W. 
Gordon,  land  bounty  agent.)  Upon  this  state  of  facts,  and  for  the  reasons 
assigned  by  this  committee  in  the  report  which  accompanied  Senate  bill 
No.  44,  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Samuel  Y.  Eeene, 
(to  which  the  committee  refer  as  part  of  this  report,)  they  recommend  the 
allowance  to  Joseph  Savage  of  five  years'  full  pay,  allowed  by  the  act  of 
the  22d  of  March,  17S3,  to  such  officers  of  the  continental  line  of  the  army 
as  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.    And  a  bill  is  reported. 


466 
Mat  11, 1S38. 

Tne  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Abner  Prior,  report : 

That,  in  this  case,  some  of  the  heirs  petition  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  other  heirs  of  Abner  Prior,  and  ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
allow  them  commutation,  with  interest,  in  consequence  of  the  services 
rendered  by  the  said  Prior  as  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  New  York  conti- 
nental line.  It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hagner,  that  the  records  in 
his  office  show  Abner  Prior  to  have  been  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  New 
York  continental  line,  and  to  have  been  paid  for  his  services  as  such  to 
the  4th  November,  1783,  and  that  he  did  not  receive  conunutation.  The 
committee  therefore  report  a  bill.  ' 


May  11,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Eunice  Burzette,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that  she  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Burzette, 
who  was  a  soldier  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  that  he  served  for 
the  whole  time  the  war  continued,  and  that  they  were  married  in  the  year 
1803,  and  he  died  in  1825,  leaving  no  children. 

The  legal  representatives  of  said  Burzette  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to 
bounty  land ;  but  as  the  widow  is  not  such,  and  as  there  are  none  known 
to  the  committee,  they  are  of  opinion  that  no  action  of  Congress  should 
be  had  on  the  subject  of  the  petition. 


May  15,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Bruno  Hillary,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  infant  brother 
George  Thomas  Hillary,  and  Francis  Killenberger,  in  right  of  his  wife 
Mary  Ellen,  sister  of  said  John  and  George  Hillary,  report : 

That,  by  a  record  from  the  bounty  land  office,  it  is  shown  to  the  com- 
mittee that,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1830,  a  warrant  for  two  hundred  acres 
of  bounty  land  was  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  "Elizabeth  Ma- 
gruder,  as  daughter  and  only  heir  at  law  of  Reynold  Hillary,  who  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Maryland  line.''  The  heirship  of  the  said  Elizabeth 
was  founded  alone  on  her  own  affidavit,  and  that  of  one  Fielder  Magru- 
der,  in  both  of  which  she  is  stated  to  be  the  only  heir  at  law  of  said  Lieu- 
tenant Hillary;  that,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1832,  au  act  of  Congress  was 
approved,  granting  to  the  said  Elizabeth  Magruder,  as  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  the  said  Rignald,  alias  Reynold  Hillary,  five  years'  full  pay, 
as  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  due  the  said  Lieutenant  Hillary  in 
his  lifetime ;  by  virtue  of  which  said  act  the  said  Elizabeth  received  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1832,  thesiun 
of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and  forty-fire 
cents  for  principal  and  interest.    The  petitioners  allege  that,  in  issuing 
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this  land  wairadti  and  makingthe  entire  gmitit  of  <2oniiQliiation  to  Che  said 
Elizabetli  Magruder,  tbe  Department  of  War  and  the, Congress  of  the 
United  Stales  were  deceived  by  her  false  representations;  for,  that  their 
late  father  Rignaldy  alias  Nick  Hillary,  was,  as  well  as  the  said  Elizabethi 
the  child  and  one  of  the  lawful  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Reynold  Hillary,  and 
that  they,  as  representing  ttieir  parent,  are  entitled  to  a  &1II  moiety  of  what 
was  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  services  of  their  grandfather. 
That  they  were  in&ots  at  the  time  of  these  transactions  of  which  they 
complain ;  that  shortly  after  the  oldest  of  them  arrived  at  lawful  age,  upon 
legal  advice  suits  were  instituted  in  Prince  George's  county,  Maryland, 
ami  judgments  obtained  against  the  said  Elizabeth  Magruder  for  tlia  one* 
half  of  the  commutation  pay  wrongfully  received  by  her ;  that  executions 
have  been  sued  out  thereon,  but  the  defendant  has  proved  insolvent,  and 
wholly  imable  to  pay  the  same  or  any  part  thereof 

In  support  of  their  heirship,  the  petitioners  have  produced  a  number  ot 
depositions,  from  which  the  committee  think  it  is  unquestionably  shown 
that  Rignald,  alias  Nick  Hillary,  the  father  of  the  petitioners,  was,  as 
well  as  the  said  Elizabeth  Magruder,  the  lawful  child  and  heir  of  the  said 
Lieutenant  Hillary.  On  this  subject  the  witnesses  do  not  only  establish 
the  right  of  the  petitioners  by  common  hearsay  or  reputation,  but  most  of 
them  testify  to  their  intimate  acqimintance  with  Lieutenant  Hillary  and 
his  family ;  that  they  knew  Elizabeth  Magruder  and  Nick,  alias  Rignald, 
to  be  his  only  children,  and  that  no  sort  of  suspicion  ever  attached  to  the 
birth  of  either.  Even  Fielder  Magruder,  whose  affidavit  was  used  to 
obtain  the  grant  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  said  Elizabeth,  now  states, 
most  unequivocally,  that  Elizabeth  Magruder,  and  Nick,  alias  Rignald 
Hillary,  were  always  said  to  be  lawful  brother  and  sister,  and  that  they 
were  the  only  children  of  Lieutenant  Hillary. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee,  that  Nick,  alias  Rignald  Hillary, 
died  in  Georgetown,  D.  C,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago,  leaving  a 
widow  and  the  petitioners,  his  children  and  heirs  at  law ;  that  the  oldest, 
John  Bruno  Hillary,  was  born  July  12,  1811,  and  the  youngest,  George 
Thomas,  March  22,  1822.  From  the  statement  of  John  Marbury,  Esq., 
of  Georgetown,  it  is  shown  that  shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
May,  1852,  in  favor  of  Elizabeth  Magruder,  he  was  applied  to  by  John 
B.  Hillary  for  legal  advice  as  to  the  best  manner  of  proceeding  in  order 
to  obtain  redress  for  the  injury  done  him  ^nd  the  other  children  by  the 
said  Elizabetli  Magruder ;  that  he  advised  suits  to  be  brought  against  her 
in  Prince  George's  county,  Maryland ;  that,  at  his  instance,  John  B.  Brook, 
Esq.,  of  that  county,  was  employed  to  prosecute  said  suits.  Mr.  Marbury 
says  that  Mr.  Brook  is  a  diligent  and  faitliful  attorney,  and  doubts  not 
that  he  has  done  all  that  could  be  done  for  his  clients. 

Mr.  Brook,  the  gentleman  above  referred  to,  swears  that  he  recovered 
judgments,  in  the  names  of  John  B.  Hillary,  and  his  sister  Mary  Ellen,  for 
one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  conmiutation  received  by  the  said  Elizabeth 
Magruder ;  that  but  two  actions  were  brought,  supposing  that  John  B. 
and  his  sister  were  each  entitled  to  one-fourth;  he  states  that  Mrs.  Ma- 
gruder appeared  by  counsel,  and  at  November  term  1885  confessed  judg- 
ments for  two  thousand  dollars  each,  to  be  severally  released  on  payment . 
of  twelve  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  with  interest  from  29th 
May,  1832.  That  writs  of  fieri  facias  have  been  regularly  issued  to  en- 
force satisfaction ;  that  they  have  been  levied  on  a  amall  tract  of  poor 
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land ;  but  that,  owing  to  the  doubt  of  title  in  the  defeadsnt,  the  efheriff 
had,  up  to  that  time,  been  unable  to  eSect  a  sale ;  that  the  defendant  is  in 
very  reduced  circumstances,  and  considers  the  chanoe  of  making  any  part 
of  the  debt  as  quite  desperate.  The  sheriff  of  Prince  George's  county, 
Maryland,  swears  that  the  executions  founded  on  the  above-named  jadg- 
nlents  were  levied  on  the  right  and  interest  of  Elizabeth  Magruder  to  a 
small  parcel  of  poor  land  supposed  to  contain  one  hundred  and  five  acres; 
that  it  was  the  only  property,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  real,  personal, 
or  mixed,  subject  to  these  executions ;  has  made  repeated  efforts  to  sell, 
but  always  without  i^ccess,  until  the  13th  of  April,  1838,  when,  on  offer- 
ing it  again,  it  was  knocked  off  to  the  highest  bidder  for  twenty  dollars 
and  two  cents.  He  further  swears  that  he  believes  Elizabeth  Magruder, 
the  defendant,  is  now  utterly  insolvent,  and  that  no  part  of  said  judgments 
ca^  be  made  by  a  renewal  of  the  process  thereon.  To  show  still  farther 
the  want  of  all  right  on  the  part  of  Elizabeth  Magruder  to  receive  that 
portion  of  the  commutation  claimed  by  the  petitioners,  your  conomittee 
state  that,  as  early  as  1786,  it  appears  from  the  records  of  PHnce  George's 
county,  Maryland,  letters  of  administration  on  the  estate  of  Lieutenant 
Hillary  had  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mary  Hillary.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  upon  her  death,  which  happened  many  years  ago,  administratioQ 
de  bonis  non  was  granted  to  the  said  Elizabeth  Magruder,  or  any  other 
person,  or  that  she  was  in  any  other  way  authorized  to  collect  and  receive 
the  dues  and  effects  of  her  late  fatlier. 

The  committee  are  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled 
to  share  in  whatever  bounty  or  debt  may  appear  to  have  been  earned  by 
the  revolutionary  services  of  Lieutenant  Hillary,  and  that  their  rights  re- 
main unimpaired  by  any  thing  that  Elizabeth  Magruder  may,  by  false  or 
partial  statements,  have  induced  Congress  or  either  department  of  the 
Government  to  do ;  nor  is  their  claim  the  less  entitled  to  a  favorable  con- 
sideration on  account  of  their  having  made  a  faithful  but  unavailing  effort 
to  obtain  from  her  that  indemnity  which  they  now  ask  of  Congress. 

Before,  however,  granting  the  share  of  bounty  land  and  commutation  ■ 
now  proposed,  the  committee  have,  upon  a  re-examination  of  the  evi- 
dence, satisfied  themselves  that  Reynold  Hillary  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Maryland  line  on  continental  (^tablishment,  and  that  he  continued  in  ser- 
vice to  the  close  of  the  war.  The  deposition  of  Captain  Joseph  Cross,  and 
the  certificate  from  the  pay-roll  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department,  they 
think,  estaUish  these  facts:  they  are  equally  well  convinced  that  neither 
bounty  land  nor  commutation  lias  been  allowed  or  granted,  except  to  the 
said  Elizabeth  Magruder,  as  herein  set  forth. 

Ttiey  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 


Mat  18,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have  had  under  consideration 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  so  amending  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1832,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  hquidating  and  paying  certain  claims  of  the  8ute  of  Virginia," 
as  to  embrace  officers  entitled  to  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay 
for  life ;  and  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  ior  the  payment 
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of  such  judgments  as  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  recovered  against 
the  State  of  Virginia,  for  half  pay  or  commutation  pay,  under  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  of  May,  1779 ;  and  now  report : 

That  the  reasons  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  5th,  1832^ 
are  fuUy  and  at  large  stated  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee  made 
on  the  16th  of  Jauuary,  1832,  by  Mr.  I.  S.  Barbour,  and  the  documents 
thereto  appended.  (See  House  Reports  and  Documents  of  1st  session 
Md  Congress,  No.  191,) 

It  is  obvious  from  the  report  and  documents  referred  to,  that  it  was  in- 
tended, by  the  passage  of  the  act  of  dth  July,  1832,  to  relieve  the  State  of 
Virginia  from  liabilities  which  she  had  incurred  under  her  act  of  May, 
1779.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  perfectly  just  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia State  and  Continental  Unes,  founded  on  the  act  of  May,  1779.  The 
liability  of  Virginia,  to  the  extent  of  these  claims,  was  incurred  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  in  their  revolu- 
tionary struggle,  and,  therefore,  she  should  be  indenmified  by  the  nation. 
She  has  shown  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  delay  in  the  oscillating  decis- 
ions of  her  judicial  tribunals.  -But  her  courts  have  now  settled  the  obli- 
gation which  Virginia  is  under  to  certain  classes  of  her  officers  under  the 
act  of  May,  1779,  which  had  been  rejected;  and,  until  recently,  before 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  5th  July,  1832,  Vii^inia  had  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  she  would  ever  be  burdened  with  these  demands.  The  same 
reasons  which  required  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1832,  equally  apply  in 
urging  the  propriety  of  passing  an  act  for  the  indemnification  of  Virginia, 
to  the  full  extent  of  her  liabilities,  imder  her  act  of  May,  1779.  The  com- 
mittee are  informed  that  the  act  of  5th  July,  1832,  does  not  embrace  and 
meet  the  full  measure  of  the  liability  of  Virginia  under  her  act  of  1779. 
To  make  a  suitable  provision  where  the  act  of  5th  July,  1832,  falls  ^ort, 
the  committee  report  a  bill. 

The  State  of  Vii^inia,  on  the  16th  December,  1790,  passed  an  act  un- 
der which  certain  officers  of  the  Virginia  State  line  of  her  revolutionary 
army  became  entitled  to  commutation  or  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of 
half  pay  for  life.  Under  the  operations  of  this  act,  it  is  believed  the  rep- 
resentatives of  certain  Virginia  State  line  officers  have  recovered  commu- 
tatii>n  or  five  years'  full  pay  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  when  the  half  pay 
for  life  allowed  under  the  act  of  5th  July,  1832,  did  not  equaJ  the  com- 
mutation or  five  years'  full  pay.  In  these  cases,  the  half  pay  for  life,  al- 
low'cd  by  the  act  of  1832,  is  credited  in  behalf  of  Virginift ;  but  the  amount 
over  and  above  that,  Virginia  is  required  to  pay.  For  Mch  excesses,  or 
for  the  difference  between  the  half  pay  for  life,  settled  and  paid  under  the 
act  of  5th  July,  1832,  and  the  commutation  or  five  years'  fiill  pay  settled 
under  her  act  of  1790,  Virginia  desires  no  w  to  be  indenmified  by  the  United 
States.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  good  ground  upon 
which  indemnification  to  this  extent  in  behalf  of  Virginia  can  be  allowed ; 
because  Virginia  had  no  right  to  enlarge  her  liabilities  for  revolutiona- 
ry services  after  the  General  Government  had  assumed  the  revolutionary 
debts  of  the  several  States,  which  was  done  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
Virginia  act  of  1790.  The  committee  have,  therefore,  in  the  bill  reported, 
distinctly  rejected  the  idea  of  making  provision  for  satisfying  those  claims 
agahisc  Virginia  which  depend  upon  the  provisions  of  her  act  of  16th  De- 
cember, 1790. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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Mat  18,  ISSS. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Elieha  Adair,  report : 

The  petitioner  prays  Congress  to  pay  him,  as  executor  of  his  doceased 
father,  the  amoanl  of  certain  bills  of  credit,  or  continental  papcr-moucy, 
which  he  alleges  his  father  received  in  payment  of  supplies  furnished  the 
An^erioan  army  during  the  Revolution.  If  the  correctness  of  the  facts 
stated  in  the  petition  be  conceded,  the  comoHttee  are  of  opinion  that  no 
relief  should  be  granted.  Up  to  the  29tli  day  of  November,  1779,  inclu- 
sive, the  Revolutionary  Congress  had  authorized  the  issue  of  ^idOO,OOO,000 
in  bills  of  credit,  usnally  denominated  continental  paper-money.  As  early 
as  the  18th  day  of  March,  1780,  it  appears,  from  a  resolve  of  Congress  of 
that  date,  that  these  bills  had  depreciated  until  |I40  of  them  were  current- 
ly passed  as  of  value  equal  to  one  specie  dollar*  In  the  transactions  of  that 
day,  these  bills  were  doubtless  used  in  payments  for  property  purchased 
at  their  t^urrent  And  not  nominal  value ;  and  their  current  value  was  cou- 
tinualiy  fluctuating  and  growing  worse  and  worse.  To  redeem  and  pay 
the  whole  amount  issued  at  its  nominal  value,  especially  if  interest  be 
added,  would  involve  the  nation  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  many  hundred 
millions  of  dollars.  To  redeem  it  at  its  depreciated  market  value  at  the 
times  when  it  was  received  in  payment  for  commodities,  would  be  to 
adopt  a  rule  dependent  upon  parol  testimony,  which  would  not  be  safely 
executed,  owing  to  the  great  length  of  time  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the 
transactions.  A  redemption  and  payment  of  those  bills  in  the  hands  of 
their  present  holders,  by  either  rule,  would  still  leave  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  persons  who  suffered  from  them,  and  whose  losses  would  be  un- 
provided for ;  to  wit,  those  persons  who  received  tb^fu  in  payment,  and 
who  parted  from  tliem  at  a  greater  rate  of  depreciatiou  than  when  they 
were  received.  Such  persons  would  have  the  same  right  to  claim  com- 
pensation for  the  amouut  of  loss  sustained  by  the  depreciation  of  the  bills 
while  remaining  in  their  hands,  which  the  holders  now  have  to  any  re- 
muneration. To  ascertain  the  extent  of  those  losses  would  be  utterly 
impossible. 

In  every  view  which  the  coitnmittee  have  been  able  to  take,  they  per- 
ceive insurmountable  difficulties  in  attempting  at  this  day  to  remunerate 
the  present  holders  of  these  bills  of  credit,  or  those  who  have  suii'^.red 
'  from  their  use  as  a  currency.  Millions  of  dollars  have  probably  been  de- 
stroyed in  the  expectation  that  no  measure  for  its  redemption  would  ever 
be  adopted.  Tbe  issuing  of  these  bills  was  an  aot  of  necessity,  forced 
upon  the  Revolutionary  Congress  by  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed.  Their  depreciation  operated  injuriously  to  all  those  eo- 
gaged  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  Their  circnlation  was  so  general, 
that  the  losros  sustained  operated  as  a  tax  upon  tbe  whole  community. 
It  is  impossible  now  to  ascertain  who  suffered  most^  or  the  extent  of  loss 
sustained  by  each  individual.  The  few  survivors  of  that  period,  and  tbe 
descendants  of  those  who  are  dead,  are  compensated  for  their  losses  in  the 
free  institutions  which  Imve  been  the  result.  It  is  the  only  compensation 
which  they  can  at  this  late  day  receive,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commiuee  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  prsyer  of  the  petitioner  ong^t  not  to  be  granted. 
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Mat  18^  1638. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  he 
petition  of  Lucy  Williamson^  report : 

That  the  petitioner,  as  the  pnly  child  of  the  late  Captain  Rains  Cook^ 
Btta  up  a  claim  for  pay  and  commutation  alleged  to  be  due  on  account  of 
the  revolutionary  services  of  her  father.  From  the  letter  of  Peter  Hag* 
ner,  Esq.,  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  committee  are  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  Rains  Cook  was  a  captain  in  the  Georgia  line,  and  that 
he  serv^ed  to  the  end  of  the  war  ;  but  from  the  same  official  sourcet  ihey 
are  informed  that  <^  he  (Captain  Cook)  appears  to  have  been  settled  with 
for  his  services  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  also  for  his  commutation  of  five 
years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life.  Nothing,  therefore,  appears  to 
be  due  to  Captain  Cook  on  account  of  his  revolutionary  services.''  In 
two  subsequent  communications  touching  this  claim,  Mr.  Hagner  givea  a 
circumstantial  detail  of  the  settlement,  and  amount  paid,  together  with 
additional  facts  tending  to  show  that  there  is  nothing  due  the  applicant 
from  the  United  States.  The  committee  annex  copies  of  the  Third  Audi- 
tor's letters,  and  refer  to  them  as  affording,  in  their  opinion,  good  grounds 
for  the  rejection  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Besolvedj  That  relief  ought  not  to  be  granted  in  this  case. 


Teeasuby  Department, 
Third  Jiudttor^s  Offite^  May  17,  183^. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant^ 
accompanied  by  the  honorable  A.  Huntsman's  certificate  in  relation  to 
Captain  Rains  Cook,  of  the  revolutionary  army;  and  in  reply  to  your  in- 
quiries, I  have  to  state,  that  it  appears  from  the  revolutionary  records  on 
nle  in  this  office  that  Rains  Cook  was,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  a  captain  in' 
the  Georgia  line  on  continental  establishment,  and,  as  such,  he  appears  to 
have  been  settled  with  for  his  services  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  also  for 
his  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life.    Noth- 
ing, therefore,  appears  to  be  due  to  Captain  Cook  on  account  of  his  revo- 
hitionary  services. 

With  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  JtudUor. 
Hon.  Wm.  C.  Dunlap, 

House  of  Representaiib^f  U,  S. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Jiudiior^s  OfficCy  December  28, 1836^ 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  yoiu  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  it  appears  from  the  revolutionary  records  on  file  in  this  office,  that 
Aaios  Cook  was  a  captain  in  the  Georgia  line  on  cootiaental  establish- 
ment, and,  as  such,  he  appears  to  have  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
records  do  not  show  any  thing  to  be  due  to  him  for  pay  or  otherwise. 

In  regard  to  that  part  of  your  letter  wherein  you  inquire  if  Captain  Cook 
has  received  his  commutation  pay,  where  was  it  drawn,  and  to  whom  was 
it  paid,  I  have  to  state  that  a  final-settlement  certificate  appears  to  have 
.00 
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been  issued  on  the  17th  of  March,  IIBS^  in  his  fitvor,  for  the  sum  of 
$912  16,  on  interest  from  the  15th  of  November,  1783,  (the  termiuatiaii 
of  the  war ;)  and  which  certificate,  with  others  issu^  at  the  same  time  to 
ofBcers  of  the  Georgia  line  for  pay,  commutation,  &c.,  appears  to  ha^e 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  John  Wereat,  E^.,  agent  for  distributing  the 
final-settlement  certificates  of  the  officers  of  the  Georgia  line,  and  who  ap- 
pears to  have  had  a  settlement,  and  accounted  for  the  certificates  tint 
were  placed  in  his  hands.  As  the  certificate  just  mentioned  is  for  a  less 
sum  than  Captain  Cook's  commutation  pay  amounted  to,  it  is  proper  to 
state  that  very  few  of  the  officers  of  the  Georgia  line  had  certificates  is- 
sued to  them  for  the  precise  amoimt  of  their  conmiutation  pay,  (being 
charged  on  the  settlement  of  the  line  with  public  nM>neys  received  by  them 
on  account ;)  but  I  have  ascertained,  from  a  careful  examination  of  the 
settlement  that  was  made  with  that  line,  that  the  whole  amount  allowed 
for  commutation  pay  was  equal  to  the  commutation  pay  of  all  the  officets 
of  that  line  who  were  returned  as  being  entitled  to  that  grant. 
With  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Jlvdiior. 
Hon.  Robert  Craio, 

qf  the  Commit  tee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  j  H,  S. 


Treasttry  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office^  May  5, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
asking  for  information  in  regard  to  the  settlement  that  was  made  with 
Captain  Rains  Cook,  of  the  Georgia  line  of  the  revolutionary  army,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  embraced  in  my  letter  of  the  28tti  of  December,  1836,  to 
the  honorable  Robert  Craig.  As  you  seem  to  think  that,  without  further 
explanation,  it  may  be  contended  that  the  final-settlement  certificate  men- 
tioned in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Craig  was  for  pay  alone,  I  will  state  that  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied,  from  the  examinations  that  I  have  made  of  the  settle- 
ment that  was  made  with  the  Georgia  line,  that  the  certificates  issued  to 
the  officers,  respectively,  by  the  paymaster  general  and  commissioner  of 
army  accounts,  were  for  the  balances  found  due  them  after  bringing  into 
view  every  thing  that  was  due  them  for  pay,  rations,  and  commutation. 
This  opinion  is  corroborated,  and  I  may  say  established  beyond  doubt,  by 
a  report  of  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  made  on  the  14th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1785,  wherein  it  is  stated  "  that  the  accounts  of  this  line  (Georgia) 
being  so  fully  discharged  by  the  $tate,  and  so  blended  in  each  other,  it 
became  necessary  for  your  conimisstoner  to  take  up  the  settlement  of  tlie 
whole  arrears  due  for  pay,  rations,  and  commutation, from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  end  of  the  war.  That  your  commissioner  did  accordingly, 
when  the  State  had  not  noade  sufficient  advances  to  cover  the  demand  of 
the  officer,  issue  his  certificate  for  such  balance  as  was  found  due  to  such 
officer.'* 

The  report  from  which  the  foregoing  quotation  is  made,  was  made  bjr 
John  Pierce,  Esq.,  who  had  himself  repaired  to  Geoi^ia,  and  attended 
personally  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  line  of  that  State. 
With  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Jludiior. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Shbppbrd, 

qf  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^  H.  R. 
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^   Mat  18, 18S8. 

The  Committee  cm  Reyotutiooary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  on  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of  James  Ha^kley  was  referred,  report : 

That  the  petitioneors  elaim  the  commutation  pay  due  to  James  Hackley, 
for  his  service  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  army  to  the  end  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  It  appeairs  by  an  official  statement  of  the  evi- 
dence on  which  land  bounty  was  allowed  by  the  State  of  Virginia  tg 
James  Hackley  for  his  service  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  continental  army  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  that  said  Hackley  was  in  service  in  the  years  1782 
and  1783,  as  will  appear  by  a  certified  return  of  John  Wright,  clerk  in 
the  office  of  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  and  by  Joseph  Howell,  jr., 
paymaster  general  of  the  continental  army.  (See  paper  A,  as  a  pari  of 
this  report.)  It  does  not  appear  that  this  officer  settled  any  account  for 
pay  with  the  auditor  of  Virginia,  or  with  A.  Dunscouib,  the  continental 
commissioner  in  Virginia ;  and  liis  name  is  not  on  the  army  register  of 
the  continental  Une.  This  may  be  explained  by  the  presumption  that  this 
officer  rendered  the  whole  of  his  services  to  the  North,  and  that  be  settled 
his  accounts  with  continental  paymastexs  or  conmiissioners  where  his  ser- 
vices were  performed.  The  committee  consider  the  evidence  referred  to 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  claim  of  James  Hackley  to  the  commutation  pay 
of  a  lieutenant,  and  report  a  bill. 


To  the  Executive  of  Virginia  : 

The  undersigned,  acting  as  the  attorney  in  fact  for  Asa  Winsett  and 
Amos  Winsett,  the  heirs  of  the  late  James  Hackley,  of  Virginia,  who  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishnuent  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  begs  leave  respectfully  to  present  the  claim  of  the  said 
heirs  for  land  due  to  the  said  Hackley,  for  his  services  to  the  end  of  the 
war;  which  fact,  it  is  b.jlieved,  does  fully  appear  by  the  public  records  at 
Richmond,  to  which  the  Executive  is  respectfully  referred.  The  under- 
signed prays  that  an  examination  may  speedily  take  place,  and  the  re- 
gister of  your  land  office  be  directed  forthwith  to  issue  the  proper  lund 
warrant  for  whatever  may  be  due  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  James  Hackley 
for  his  military  services  during  the  Revolution. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  METCALFE, 
Attorney  in  fact  for  ^sa  Winselt  and  Amo^ 

fVinseify  heirs  of  James  Hackley j  deceased. 


Corporation  or  Fr£i>brick8bx;rg,  to  toit : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  corpoii^ 
tioQ  atoresaid,  John  Metcalfe,  who  made  oath  that,  from  unfornQAtiou  he 
has  received,  he  verily  believes  that  James  Haekley,  naaied  in  the  within 
petition,  was  an  officer  in  the  revoiuiioiiary  war,  and  ienred  to  the  clo«^ 
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of  the  war,  and  that  he  was  a  lirateDbnt  when  the  war  ended.  And  the 
said  John  Metcalfe,  I  further  certify,  is  known  personally  to  me  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  veracity  and  character.  Given  under  my  band  this  84th  day  of 
July,  1835. 

JOHN  H.  WALLACE^  Recorder. 


Report  OH  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  HaekUyj  Ketitenant  of  the 
continental  line^  Jor  bounty  land  for  hissemices. 

July  28,  13S5. 

Sir  :  This  oflScer  settled  no  account  with  State  auditors,  or  with  Mr. 
Dunscomb,  the  continental  commissioner  in  Virginia,  and  his  name  is  not 
on  the  army  register  of  the  continental  line. 

I,  however,  nnd  his  name  on  a  "  return  of  subsistence  due  sundry  offi- 
cers of  the  Virginia  linCy  being  balances  of  1782  and  1783;"  which 
document  is  now  on  file  in  my  office.  This  return  has  been  certified  by 
John  Wright,  clerk  hi  the  office  of  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  and 
by  Joseph  Howell,  jr.,  paymaster  general  of  the  continental  army.  I  beg 
leave  to  remark  that,  probably,  every  officer  whose  name  appears  on  this 
return  (with  the  exception  of  James  Hackley)  has  received  his  bounty 
land,  and  many  of  them  have  received  their  commutation  of  five  years' 
full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life.  This  officer,  it  is  presumed,  rendered 
the  whole  of  his  service  in  the  Northern  army,  and  settled  his  accounts 
with  continental  paymasters  or  commissioners. 

On  the  evidence  furaished  by  the  aforesaid  return  of  subsistence j  ^'C, 
I  reported  this  claim  good  for  a  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  some  time 
in  the  year  1833.    I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  SMITH,  Commissioner,  fyc. 

To  the  GovEBNOR. 


EXECUTIVB  Depabtment, 

Richmond,  December  28,  1836. 
The  foregoing  are  true  copies  of  papers  filed  in  this  department. 

WM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 

Secretary  Com, 

May  18, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  were  refei;red  a  pe- 
tition and  resolution  in  favor  of  Captain  James  Moore,  of  New  Jersey, 
report : 

The  petitioner  sets  up  a  claim  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in 
the  revohitionary  war,  and  for  the  value  of  a  wagon  and  team  which  he 
a&eges  to  have  been  impesssd  into  the  public  service  during  the  retreat 
<A  oar  army  dirough,  Pnfioeton :  he  further  alleges  that  he  was  a  captain 
ta  tke  New  Jmey  militia,  wqs  m  wvtmk  battles,  and  was  charged  witb 
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the  castody  of  the  Bcitiah  prisonera  captured  principally  at  the  battle  of 
Monmouth.  This  claim,  miade  in  mer^general  terms,  without  a  specific 
cation  of  the  property  destroyed,  seems  first  to  have  been  presented  to 
Congress  in  January,  1839.  In  its  support,  one  S.  Morford  then  made  an 
affidavit,  in  which  he  merely  states,  generally,  the  truth  of  the  allegations 
set  forth  in  the  petition,  and  the  good  character  of  the  petitioner.  On  the 
17th  of  November,  1831,  this  witness  made  a  further  deposition,  in  which 
he  states  that  in  1776  Captain  James  Moore  was  the  owner  of  an  ex* 
tensive  tanyard  in  Princeton,  and  also  carried  on  th^  business  of  a  farmer 
and  shoemaker ;  that,  upon  a  near  approach  of  the  British  and  American 
forces  to  Princeton,  in  December  of  that  year.  Captain  Moore,  with  a 
wagon  and  team,  conunenced  removing  his  mo9t  valuable  furniture,  when 
Colonel  Biddle,  quartermaster  genend  of  the  American  army,  caueed 
the  goods  tQ  be  thrown  out,  and  pressed  the  wagon  and  team  into  the 
public  service,  to  aid  in  removing  the  baggage  of  our  retreating  forces ; 
that  Moore,  with  witness  and  others,  joined  the  army,  and  retreated 
into  Pennsylvania ;  that  the  enemy  shortly^fter  entered  Princeton,  and 
took  away  and  destroyed  the  contents  of  the  petitioner's  tanyard,  and  all 
his  hay  and  grain.  Witness  is  not  certain  of  the  value  of  the  property 
thus  destroyed,  but  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  less  than  twenty-nve  hun- 
dred dollars.  His  deposition  goes  on  to  narrate  many  instances  of  daring 
bravery  and  devotion  to  the  American  cause  by  the  petitioner  Yoiu* 
committee  doubt  not  the  patriotism  of  the  petitioner,  and  his  suffering 
privations  and  sustaining  losses  in  consequence  of  his  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  his  country ;  but  they  are  unable  to  perceive  in  the  circumstan- 
tial narration  of  his  case,  as  given  by  the  witness,  any  solid  ground  for 
reUe£  For  the  loss  of  houses  and  other  prepay  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my in  consequence  of  their  occupation  or  use  J[>y  the  troops,  relief  has 
been  granted  in  some  cases,  and  is  proposed  in  others :  this  important 
feature,  however,  does  not  appear  in  the  present  case.  The  claim  for  the 
wagon  and  team  alleged  to  have  been  impressed  into  the  public  service  is 
thought  also  to  be  untenable ;  for,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  the  mere  statement  of  the  witness  that  he  does  not  believe  the 
property  was  returned  or  paid  for,  your  committee  do  not  think  them- 
selves justified  in  making  the  allowance,  especially  as  it  was  usual  for 
officers  requiring  such  seizure  of  private  property  for  public  use  to  afford 
the  owner  a  certificate  of  the  fact  and  the  value  of  the  property  taken. 
But,  even  if  such  evidence  of  an  apparent  claim  were  made  out  in  this 
case,  the  committee  would  find  great  difficulty,  and  would  apprehend 
much  danger  of  imposition  on  the  Government  by  making  the  allowance 
at  this  late  day,  especially  as  this  description  of  claims  was  often  passed 
on  and  allowed  between  individuals  and  the  States  and  the  General  Gov* 
emment,  without  any  means  of  estabhshing  the  same  by  evidence  that 
could  now  be  produced. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Mat  18, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  John  B.  White,  praying  that  the  commutation  pay  due  to  his 
father,  Robert  White,  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  may  be 
paid  to  him,  &c.,  report : 
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That  Robert  WMte  was  a  lieutenatit  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment ;  that  he  entered  the  ser- 
vice in  the  year  1775  as  a  private ;  that  he  was  commissioned  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  tlie  eighth  Virginia  regiment  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
to  take  rank  as  such  from  the  first  day  of  September,  1777;  that  the  said 
Robert  White  was  severely  wounded  in  1778,  and,  under  the  resolution 
of  1775j  he  was  placed  on  the  pension-list,  for  a  partial  pension,  as  an  in- 
vaHd,  and  continued  to  draw  said  pension  until  his  death.  After  he  was 
wounded  in  1778,  it  appears,  from  the  evidence  in  the  case,  that  he  was 
promoted  to  a  captaincy,  and  continued  to  render  what  service  he  could 
imtil  the  close  of  the  war.  It  is  in  evidence  that  he  was  a  most  vigilant 
and  gallant  officer. 

A  certificate  is  filed,  bearing  date  November  15,'1799,  from  the  regis- 
ter of  the  land  office  of  Virginia,  which  clearly  shows  that  Robert  White 
was  entitled  to  the  land  allowed  a  captain  in  the  continental  line,  for  the 
seventh  and  eighth  years'  service ;  and  that  warrant  No.  4927  issued  on 
said  15th  November,  1799,  to  Robert  White,  a  captain  of  the  continental 
line,  for  1,333|  acres  of  land.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  then,  of  his  service 
as  a  captain  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  committee  cannot  perceive  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
7th  of  June,  1785,  which,  among  other  things,  provides  "that  no  officer 
who  has  accepted  his  commutation  for  half  pay  shall  be  entered  on  the 
list  of  invalids,  unless  he  shall  have  first  returned  his  commutation,*' 
ought  in  justice  to  embarrass  this  claim  for  commutation.  The  evidence 
is  very  satisfactory  that  Robert  White  was  placed  on  the  pension-list  for 
a  disability  received  in  1778,  while  he  was  a  lieutenant,  and  under  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  1776  ;  that  he  was  immediately  afterwards  pro- 
moted to  a  captaincy,  and  in  that  capacity  served  to  the  close  of  the  war ; 
and  upon  no  principle  of  justice  can  they  withhold  the  commutation  of 
five  years*  full  pay  in  lieu  of  tlie  half  pay  for  life  promised  to  him  in  Oc^ 
tober,  1780,  which  must  have  been  after  he  had  been  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion-list as  an  invalid,  and  after  his  promotion  to  a  captaincy,  and,  there- 
fore, in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  was  a  vested  right. 

They,  therefore,  report  the  accompanying  bill. 


May  18,  1838. 

TTie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Captain  Oeorge  Rice,  of  Virginia,  deceased, 
for  commutation,  report : 

That,  heretofore,  reports  have  been  made  by  committees  against  this 
claim,  in  which  the  committee  concur.  George  Rice,  on  the  18th  dav  of 
January,  1776,  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  fine, 
and  became  a  supernumerary  officer  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1778. 
Under  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  he  was  not  entitled  to 
the  commutation  of  five  years*  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life.  The 
committee  report  against' the  claim. 
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Mat  10, 18d«. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  were  referred  the 
papers  and  documents  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  heirs  oC  George  Rice, 
claiming  commutation  pay,  report : 

That  the  paper ^  purporting  to  be  a  memorial,  without  any  name  sulk- 
9cribedy  represents  that  their  ancestor,  George  Rice,  served  as  a  captain  in 
the  Virginia  continental  line  to  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  &c^ 
and  thereby  became  entitled  to  commutation  pay. 

The  proof  adduced  is  the  laconic  affidavit  of  George  Blackmore,  t^ho 
swears  that  George  Rice  *<  was  a  captain  in  the  eleventh  Virginia  regi- 
ment on  continental  establishment ;  was  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer, 
and  served  faithfully  to  the  end  of  the  war ;''  and  a  certificate  given  by 
Mr»  Heath,  auditor  of  public  accounts  at  Richmond,  Va.,  certifying  that 
OQ  the  18th  day  of  June,  1783,  a  certificate  issued  to  George  Rice,  as  « 
captain  of  infantry,  iot£l22  10^.  4d.  delivered  to  himself,  for  services  from 
the  1st  to  17th  January,  1777,  as  lieutenant,  and  from  the  18th  January, 

1777,  to  6th  October,  1778,  as  captain. 

Mr.  Hagner,  Third  Auditor,  states,  under  the  date  of  21st  June,  1834, 
**that  it  appears"  from  "the  revolutionary  records  in  this  office,  that 
Creorge  Rice  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  line  on 
the  18th  January,  1777,  and  in  that  capacity  became  a  supernumerary  offi- 
cer on  the  30th  September,  1778/'  He  further  states,  "  he  Was  not  enti- 
tled to  commutation,  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  Decembei, 

1778,  directed  that  the  year's  pay  allowed  to  superniumerary  officers  of  the 
army  by  the  resolution  of  the  24th  November,  1778,  should  be  made  up 
in  the  pay-rolls  of  the  regimental  paymasters,  and  drawn  from  them  by 
the  said  officers  respectively/' 

From  all  which,  the  committee  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
nothing  due  to  the  heirs  of  Captain  George  Rice.  The  naked  testimony 
of  a  witness  who  swears  from  mere  recollection,  after  a  lapse  of  more 
than  fifty  years,  ought  not  to  avail  against  the  documentary  evidence  that 
goes  directly  to  disprove  the  essential  fact.  Mr.  Hagner  shows  that  he, 
the  said  George  Rice,  became  supernumerary  in  1778;  and  the  certificate  of 
Mr.  Heath,  the  auchtor,  corroborates  the  fact,  by  showing  conclusively 
the  settlement  of  his  account,  in  1783,  for  his  services  rendered  previous 
and  down  to  the  6th  October,  1778 ;  and  as  the  year's  pay  due  to  super- 
numerary officers,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  24th  November,  1773, 
was  tn  be  made  up  iu  the  pay-rolls  of  the  regimental  paymasters,  and 
drawn  by  the  said  oSicers,  the  committee  deem  the  conclusion  inevitable 
that  there  is  nothing  due  on  that  account. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  rejection  of  the  claino. 


May  24,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  tlie 
petition  of  Elias  Bnrnham  and  wife,  (the  wife  of  the  said  Elius  being  the 
only  daughter  of  Zophar  Robinson,  deceased,)  report : 

That  Zophar  Robinson,  of  Windham,  iu  the  State  of  Connecticut,,  da- 
ceas^t  enlisted  in  the  anny  of  the  Revolution  on  the  4th  day  of  April, 
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1777,  for  the  full  term  of  three  yea^s,  aiid  faithfully  served  during  the 
vhole  period  of  his  enlistment,  which  terminated  jon  the  4th  day  of  April, 

1780,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged.    On  the  25ih  day  of  February, 

1781,  he  again  enlisted  in  Colonel  Durkee's  regiment,  in  the  Connecticut 
continental  line,  for  a  second  term  of  three  years,  and  continued  in  the 
service  of  his  country  until  the  3d  day  of  March,  1782,  at  which  period 
he  was  "  slain  by  the  enemy,"  while  on  service  as  one  of  the  picket 
^uard.  At  his  death  he  left  surviving  him  a  widow,  (Charity^  who  is  yet 
living,  and  has  been  for  seven  years  last  past  in  a  state  of  insanity,)  and 
one  daughter,  Chloe,  who  is  intermarried  with  Elias  Bumham,  and  are 
-the  petitioners  in  this  case.  That  the  said  Charity  has  continued  a  widow 
from  the  death  of  her  husband  up  to  this  period ;  and  has  been,  and  now 
is,  supported,  nursed,  and  maintain  by  Elias  Bumbam  and  his  wife,  who 
are  themselves  far  from  being  in  affluent  circumstances.  The  destitute 
and  insane  widow  of  the  gallant  soldier,  who  fell  in  defence  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  country,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  appeals  to  the  best 
sympathies  of  our  nature ;  yet,  when  the  case  is  examined  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  right  or  claim,  its  solution  must  depend  on  the  resohitions,  ordi- 
nances, and  acts  of  Congress,  and  their  due  and  proper  construction.  By 
the  resolution  of  the  16th  September,  1776,  each  non-conunissioned  officer 
and  soldier  who  enlisted  for  the  period  of "  during  the  war,''  and  con- 
tinued therein  **  to  the  close  of  the  war,''  and  the  representatives  of  ^  such 
soldiers"  (that  is,  those  who  enlisted  for  during  the  war)  <<  as  shall  be  slain 
,  by  the  enemy,"  were  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred  acres  of  bounty 

land.  The  evident  object  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  to  encourage 
enlistments  "for  during  the  war,"  so  as  to  guard  against  the  danger  of 
frequent  enlistment,  and  the  consequent  dispersing  and  weakening  of  the 
army  by  the  expiration  of  the  periods  of  enlistments.  A  three  years' 
enlistment  was  not  embraced  by  either  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  resolution, 
any  subsequent  acts  or  ordinances  of  Congress,  although  the  right  of  the 
widow  jto  a  pension  saems  to  be  embraced  in  the  pension  laws. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  constrained  to  report  against  the  relief 
prqyed  for  by  the  petitioners. 


May  29,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of  the 
♦leirs  of  John  Spotswood  was  referred,  report :  * 

That  the  petitioners  claim  the  commutation  pay  due  to  John  Spotswood 
for  his  services  as  a  captain  of  infantry  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  support 
of  this  claim,  record  evidence,  taken  from  the  army  accounts,  shows  that 
John  Spotswood  was  in  the  military  service  as  a  captain  in  the  continental 
line  of  the  army,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1777,  to  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1781 ;  up  to  which  time  he  was  paid.  On  the  10th  oi  February,  1781, 
John  Spotswood  is  officially  returned  as  a  captain  in  the  continental  line, 
then  in  service ;  and  Brigadier  General  George  Weedon  certified,  on  the 
5th  of  April,  1783,  that  John  Spotswood  served  in  the  Virginia  continental 
line,  from  November,  1776,  to  that  date,  and  that  be  was  still  in  service. 

Upon  the  foregoing  evidenoe,  it  ia  clear  that  John  Spotswood  beeame 
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Entitled  by  service,  to  fire  years*  ftill  pay  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war ; 
but  npon  his  application  for  that  pay  it  was  refused,  because  he  had  been 
pensioned.  Upon  this  point,  it  appears  that  John  Spotswood  was  pen- 
sioned by  the  State  of  Virginia  in  the  year  1786,  under  a  law  of  that 
State  of  1776,  allowing  pensions  to  such  officers  as  should  be  disabled  by 
wounds  in  the  military  service  of  that  State,  or  in  the  continental  line  of 
that  State.  This  pension  was  allowed  in  consequence  of  a  severe  woimd 
received  by  Captain  Spotswood  in  the  battle  of  Germantown,  and  from 
the  effects  of  which  he  many  years  after  died,  in  the  prime  season  of  his 
usefulness  to  his  family.  It  further  appears  that  the  pension  allowed  said 
Spotswood  for  partial  disability  was  subsequently  paid  to  him  by  the 
United  States  to  the  period  of  his  death ;  but  the  commutation  pay  due  to 
hitn  for  the  service  he  performed  to  the  end  of  the  war  has  never  been 
paid.  The  committee  consider  the  pension  for  partial  disability  ought 
not  to  impair  a  claim  to  pay  for  service  performed.  Such  was  the  opinion 
of  Mr  Madison,  (see  his  letter  on  file.)  Captain  Spotswood  applied  soon 
after  the  war,  to  Andrew  Dunscomb,  army  agent,  for  his  commutation 
certificate,  and  was  refused  on  account  of  his  being  a  pensioner.  From 
this  refusal  the  petitioners  appeal.  The  committee  think  the  appeal  ought 
to  be  sustained,  and  report  a  bill. 


May  29,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  John  P.  Harrison  was  referred,  report : 

Th&t  the  petitioners  claim  the  five  years^  full  pay  due  by  the  United 
States  to  John  P.  Harrison,  for  his  services  as  a  captain  in  the  continental 
line  of  the  army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  became  supernu- 
merary subsequent  to  the  2l8t  of  October,  1780.  In  support  of  this  claim, 
the  army  records  show  that  John  P.  Harrison  was  a  captain  in  the  conti- 
nental line  of  the  army,  and  that  he  was  paid  for  his  service  as  such  to 
the  27th  of  October,  1780.  (See  the  letter  of  Auditor  Hagner  and  certifi- 
cate of  Auditor  Heath,  of  Vii^nia.)  It  nowhere  appears  that  the  said 
Harrison  resigned ;  and  the  just  conclusion  seems  to  be,  he  became  super- 
numerary under  the  reduction  of  the  army,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  21st  of  October,  1780.  By  that  act  balf  pay  for  life  waa 
promised  such  officers  as  thereafter  should  become  supernumerary.  This 
half  pay  was,  by  the^ct  of  1783,  commuted  into  five  years*  full  pay ;  to 
be  paid  in  bonds,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  with  six 
per  cent,  interest  thereon  till  paid.  The  committee  find  the  evidence  in 
the  case  satisfkctory  to  show  that  John  P.  Harrison  was  entitled  to  ttie 
benefit  of  the  acts  above  referred  to,  and  report  a  bill. 


May  29,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  th« 
Senate  bill  (No.  159}  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Van  Campen,  make  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

That  the  case  of  the  petitioner  has  heretofore,  on  two  several  occasions, 
been  before,  and  acted  upon  by,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims^ 
61 
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vis :  during  the  last  and  preceding  sessions  of  Congress ;  and  unfaVorablt 
reports  were  then  made.  The  production  of  new  and  additional  evidence 
has  induced  the  committee  to  re-examine  the  case,  which  has  resulted  in 
,a  conviction  that  he  is  entitled  to  commutation,  and  that  the  hill  passed 
by  the  Senate  for  his  relief,  and  referred  to  the  committee  for  investiga^ 
tion,  ought  to  pass.  The  question  that  arises  is  one  of  fact,  viz ;  Was  there 
sufficient  evidence  adduced  to  satisfy  the  comnuttee  that  the  petitioner 
was  an  officer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  on  continental  service, 
and  did  he  serve  to  the  close  of  the  war  ?  If  he  was,  and  did  so  serve, 
he  is  clearly  entitled  to  relief.  The  additional  evidence  consists,  first,  of 
the  affidavit  of  tlie  applicant,  dated  on  the  14th  of  May,  1838,  in  wfajch 
he  swears  that,  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1780,  he  received  a  commission 
of  ensign  from  Congress,  and  signed  by  the  President  thereof;  that,  in  the 
month  of  February,  1781,  he  received  the  commission  of  a  lieutenant  fifom 
Congress,  in  the  company  of  Captain  Robinson;  that  the  latter  commis- 
sion, on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1782,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians, 
when  the  applicant  was  taken  prisoner  by  them;  that  the  commission  of 
ensign  was,  in  1827,  forwarded  to  Harrisburg,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
lost  by  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  an  extract  from  the  comptroller  general's 
office  of  Pennsylvania,  duly  certified  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1837, 
by  the  auditor  general  of  that  State,  giving  an  abstract  "  of  the  account 
of  Moses  Van  Campen  against  t/ie  United  States,^*  for  his  pay  as  ensign 
in  Captain  Robinson's  company,  from  "April,  1780,  to  10th  February, 
1781,"  and  for  his  pay  as  a  lieutenant  from  the  "  ICth  February,  1781, 
to  the  4th  November,  1783."  This  conclusively  establishes  the  fact  that 
the  applicant  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  so  continued  to 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  has  received  his  pay  as  an  officer  in  the  Federal 
army.  The  letter  of  Peter  Hagner,  Esq.,  of  the  18th  day  of  May,  1838, 
addressed  to  William  W.  Potter,  FiSq.,  shows  that  Captain  (afterwards 
Lieutenant  Colonel)  Robinson  received  his  pay  as  a  continental  officer  up 
to  the  4th  day  of  November,  1783,  and  **his  commutation  of  five  years' 
full  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life."  On  the  24th  day  of  March^  1785, 
the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  granting  boimty 
lands  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  State  in  the  continental  service, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract  from  the  4th  section :  *^  That  all  offi- 
cers or  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiments  or  of  independent  corps 
acknowledged  by  this  State  as  of  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Fed^ 
eral  army^  and  officers  being  citizens  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  their 
entry  into  the  service,  not  attached  to  the  line  of  any  other  State,  who 
have  served  therein  to  the  end  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,"  &c 
By  this  act,  the  grant  of  bounty  lands  was  expressly  confined  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  continental  service.  No  officer  who  was  in 
the  service  of  the  State,  or  whose  commission  was  issued  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  State,  could,  by  any  possibility,  receive  or  be  entitled  to 
bounty  land.  Nor  could  any  officer  or  soldier  of  the  five  companies  of 
rangers,  enlisted  for  nine  months  for  the  protection  of  the  Western  fron- 
tier, under  the  resolution  of  the  25th  day  of  February,  1779,  and  who 
had  served  out  the  period  of  his  enlistment  or  engagement,  be  embraced 
within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1785. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  an  extract  from  the  land  office  of  Penn- 
Afhrania,  duly  certified  by  the  secretary  of  the  land  office  on  ihe  24th  day 
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of  May,  lS3Sf  proving  that  the  comptroller  general  of  Pennsylrania, 
whose  duty  it  was  under  the  act  of  1785,  returned  and  reported  to  the 
land  office  as  follows :  "  Return  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  entitled  to  dona* 
tion  land,  reported  by  the  late  comptroller  general — ^VanxCampen,  Moses, 
1st  lieutenant,  Boyd's  regiment,  400  acres,  Nos.  834-849,  4th  district." 
This  is  conclusive  evidence  that  in  1785  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  recog- 
nised the  applicant,  and  acknowledged  him  as  an  officer  in  the  "  Pennsyl- 
vania line^^  in  the  continental  army.  The  loss  of  the  commissions  having 
been  accounted  for  by  the  affidavit  of  the  applicant,  which  was  competent 
evidence  for  that  purpose,  the  door  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  second- 
ary evidencie.  The  additional  evidence,  connected  with  that  on  which 
the  Senate  reported  the  bill,  carries  conviction  to  the  mind  that  Moses 
Van  Campen"was  a  continental  officer,  and  served  as  such  to  the  close  of 
the  revolutionary  war ;  and  hence  the  committee  recommend  that  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  his  relief  be  adopted. 


Mat  31, 1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Lieutenant  William  Lewis  was  referred,  report : 

That  the  petitioners  claim  the  seven  years'  half  pay  allowed  the  widow 
Bnd  children  due  to  such  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  as  died 
in  the  military  service  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

It  appears  by  the  army  records,  that  Lieutenant  William  Lewis  was 
attached  to  the  first  Virginia  regiment  on  continental  establishment,  and 
served  in  the  company  commanded  by  Captain  John  Fleming;  (see  the 
letter  of  P.  Hagner,  and  a  certified  reference  to  the  journal  of  the  Vir- 
ginia convention  of  the  25th  of  June,  1776.)  It  also  appears,  by  the  ev- 
idence of  Richard  Spinner,  a  soldier,  who  was  in  service  with  said  Wil- 
liam I^wis,  and  by  Lucy  Marks,  who  at  the  time  was  his  wife,  that  Wil- 
liam Lewis  died  in  service.  There  is  some  disagreement  between  these 
witnesses  as  to  the  precise  time  when  the  sai'd  WUliam  Lewis  died:  both 
state  that  his  death  occurred  during  the  war;  but  Lucy  Marks,  who  it  is 
presumed  is  most  to  be  relied  on,  she  I  eing  most  affected  by  the  event, 
aayM  he  died  at  Yorktown,  while  in  service,  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1779.     (See  affidavits  of  R.  Spinuer  and  Lucy  Marks.) 

As  it  appears  from  the  certificate  of  Auditors  Heath  and  Hagner  that 
those  entitled  to  the  seven  years'  half  pay  now  claimed  have  not  receiv- 
ed it,  the  committee  decide  that  it  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  claimants,  and 
report  a  bill. 


Mat  31, 1838- 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Eld  ward  R.  Laurens,  administrator  de  bonis  non  of  Thomas 
Rutledge,  deceased,  report : 

That  the  said  Rutledge  loaned  to  the  United  States,  in  the  month  of 
February,  1780,  a  sum  of  money,  for  which  he  received  certain  loan- 
office  certificates,  which  are  alleged  by  the  memorialist  to  have  been  lost. 
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and  that  they  have  never  been  paid.  It  appears  by  the  statement  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury  that  the  certifitjates  vrere  issued  from  the  loan 
o&cey9s  is  represented,  and  that  they  are  still  outstanding  and  unpaid. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  this  claim,  and  therefore 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  said  Thomas 
Rudedge. 


Mat  31,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  1Q4)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legatees 
of  Everard  Meade,  deceased,  submitted  the  following  report  made  to  the 
Senate  January  18, 1838,  which  the  committee  adopt : 

"  The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  and  legatees  of  Everard  Meade,  deceased, 
have  had  the  same  again  under  consideration,  and  £isk  leave  to  report : 

"  That  heretofore,  when  this  claim  was  before  Congress,  there  was  no 
satisfactory  evidence  that  Everard  Meade  held  an  office  of  higher  grade 
than  that  of  captain  during  the  revolutionary  war;  therefore  an  act  was 
passed  allowing  to  his  heirs  five  years'  full  pay  as  a  captain,  which  sum 
has  been  duly  paid.  Additional  proof  is  now  produced,  which  satisfies 
the  committee  that  the  said  Everard  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  msgor, 
and  that  in  that  grade  he  continued  to  serve  to  the  close  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  that  the  petitioners  are  now  entitled  to  receive  such  ad- 
ditional sum  as  will  be  equal  to  five  years'  full  pay  of  a  major ;  and  for 
their  relief,  to  this  extent,  they  report  a  bill.  The  committee,  for  the  reasons 
heretofore  assigned,  do  not  believe  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  demand 
or  receive  interest  either  upon  the  sum  heretofore  paid,  or  that  to  which 
they  are  still  entitled." 


June  8,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Conner,  administrates:  of  tte  estate  of  William  B.  Oould. 
report  : 

That  David  Gould  was  a  senior  hospital  surgeon  in  the  continental  army, 
and  died  while  in  said  service,  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1781,  leaving  an 
only  child,  William  B.  Grould,  who  became  entitled  to  seven  years'  half 
pay  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  August  24,  178a 

William  B.  Gould  was  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death  a  minor,  but 
made  application  when  of  age  to  Congress  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay; 
and  a  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  allowance,  but  did 
not  pass  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt  whether  medical  officers 
were  included,  which  doubt  has  long  since  been  removed. 

William  B.  Gould  applied  to  Congress  several  times  firom  1786  to  1794, 
and  the  claim  remained  imtil  1819,  when  he  again  petitioned;  but  no  ac- 
tion was  had  prior  to  1824,  during  which  year  he  died. 

The  committae  consider  the  petitioner  entitled  to  relief,  and  report  a  bill. 
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JfJWE  7,  1838. 

The  CoDQnoiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Joseph  Simon  Pell,  report : 

The  petitioners  ask  compensation  for  the  services  of  their  ancestor,  Dr. 
Joseph  Simon  Pell,  as  surgeon  in  the  State  navy  of  Virginia  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  in  pursuance  of  "  the  resolves  of  Congress  granting  in 
such,  cases  half  pay  for  life."  The  resolves  of  Congress  under  which  the 
petitioners  claim  liive  not  heretofore  been  construed  to  extend  to  the  of- 
cers  of  the  navy ;  and  the  committee  deem  it  improper,  at  this  time,  to 
introduce  a  new  principle  in  relation  to  claims  for  revolutionary  services, 
which  would  open  the  door  for  the  allowance  of  numerous  claims  equally 
meritorious,  aiKl  which  have  not  received  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress  heretofore. 

Jiesolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


June  9,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Nathan  Smith,  report  : 

That  Ann  J.  Smith,  widow  of  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  petitions  to  be  allow- 
ed commutation  of  five  years*  full  pay,  together  with  a  balance  of  four- 
teen dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents,  which  stands  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  as  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  services  of  her  late  hus- 
band. It  appears,  by  a  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor,  that  Nathan  Smith 
was  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  Virginia  continental  line,  and  served  until 
•.he  15th  November,  1783.  It  also  appears,  by  a  certificate  from  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury,  that  there  is  a  balance  of  near  fifteen  dollars  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  due  on  account  of  the  services  of  the  said 
Nathan  Smith.    The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill. 


JuAe  9,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Isaac  N.  Piggott,  asking  pay  for  military  services  rendered  by 
Captain  James  Piggott,  deceased,  report : 

It  appears,  from  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  committee,  that  James 
Piggott,  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1776,  was  appointed  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  foot,  and  commissioned  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  then  prov- 
ince of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  second  battalion  of  the  military  associators  in 
the  county  of  Westmoreland,  for  the  protection  of  the  then  province  against 
aB  hostile  enterprises,  and  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty;  that,  on 
the  aed  day  of  October,  1777,  Captain  Piggott  resigned  his  commission, 
and  the  same  was  duly  accepted  by  General  Washington,  as  appears  by 
document  marked  with  the  letter  C. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  petition,  that  subsequent  to  the  resignation  of  Cap- 
tain Piggott,  (but  at  what  time  it  is  not  stated,)  he  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
imteefs^  and  wtered  the  reg^ent  commanded  by  Colonel  George  Rogers 
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Clarke ;  that  this  regiment  proceeded  down  the'  Ohio  river,  and,  near  a 
place  tlien  known  as  the  Iron  banks^  on  the  Mississippi  river.  Captain 
Piggott,  with  the  said  regiment,  was  engaged  in  two  butles  with  the  In- 
dians ;  that  Captain  Piggott  from  thence  ascended  that  river  to  several 
points ;.  that  at  Grand  river  his  company  erected  a  small  place  of  defence, 
^nd  known  as  <<  Piggott's  block-bouae,''  now  in  St.  Clair  county.  State  of 
Illinois.  It  is  further  alleged  in  the  petition  that  Captain  Piggott  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  subduing  the  savages  on 
the  Western  frontier,  and  defending  it  against  their  hostile  invasions  ;  and 
continued  in  such  service  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians.    It  doe$  not  appear  at  what  time  this  service  terminated. 

Two  depositions,  taken  before  the  Mayor  of  St.  Louis,  State  of  Mis- 
souri, have  been  submitted  to  the  committee.  The  names  of  the  affiants 
are  James  McMeans  and  Jacob  Swancy  ;  both  of  these  persons  swear 
that  they  were  acquainted  with  Captain  Piggott,  in  the  years  1780,  '81, 
or  '82,  and  both  swear  they  were  members  of  Captain  Piggott's  company 
of  volunteers,  and  that  Captain  Piggott  was  in  actual  service  against  the 
Indians  on  the  Western  frontier,  and  that  his  company  was  a  part  of  the 
regiment  of  General  George  Rogers  Clarke. 

The  comniittee  report  against  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 


Junk  9,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Catharine  Telfair,  daughter  of  Captain  Isaiah  Wool,  of  the 
New  York  line  in  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  bounty  land,  and  other 
remuneration  claimed  to  be  due  the  said  Catharine  Telfair,  on  the  ground 
of  services  of  her  said  father  in  that  war,  report : 

That  the  subject  of  this  memorial  has  been  examined  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  they  have  come  to  the  same  conclusions  as  the  former  conmiittee 
in  reference  to  this  case  ;  and  that,  therefore^  the  prayer  of  the  memori- 
alist should  not  be  granted. 

The  committee  subjoin  the  report  of  the  former  committee,  which  is  in 
these  words : 

Februart  2,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of  Cath- 
arine Telfair  was  referred,  report : 

The  petitioner,  daughter  of  Captain  Isaiah  Wool,  of  Colonel  Lamb's 
corps  of  artillery  in  the  revolutionary  war,  prays  to  be  allowed  bounty 
land,  and  other  remuneration  to  which  she  considers  herself  and  the  other 
legal  heirs  of  Captain  Wool  entitled,  on  account  of  her  father's  revolu- 
tionary services.  It  appears,  by  a  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor,  that  the 
revolutionary  records  on  file  in  his  oflice  show  that  Captain  Wool  was  in 
service  as  early  as  1776  ;  and  it  further  appears,  from  an  original  mu^r- 
roll  of  his  company  on  file  in  the  Pension  office,  which  was  sworn  to  om 
the  2d  day  of  September,  1760,  before  Brigadier  General  Knox,  of  the 
artillery,  that  Captain  Isaiah  Wool  resigned  on  the  «lst  day  of  Aagt^^ 
1780.    His  resignation  at  that  time  deprived  him  of  any  cki^i  to  bottntf 
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land,  or  to  half  pay  for  life,  promised  by  the  resolution  of  October  21, 
1780,  or  the  cominutation  thereof.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opin- 
ion th^t  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  bo  granted. 


June  13,  1833. 

The  Conmiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Robert  Bealle,  deceased,  report : 

That  there  were  two  Captains  Robert  Bealle  in  the  Virginia  line  of 
the  continental  army— one  of  whom  has  received  his  five  years'  full  pay. 
From  the  letter  of  the  Third  Auditor,  of  the  15th  of  February,  1838,  and 
Mrhich  is  appended  to  this  report,  it  appears  that  Captain  Robert  Bealle, 
last  of  "  the  7th  Virginia  regiment,  was  mustered  as  having  resigned  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1780.''  This  information  was  obtained  by  the  com- 
mittee after  the  first  report  was  made  in  this  case.  This  evidence  is  deem- 
ed conclusive  by  the  conmiittee. 

Resolved^  then/ore^  That  said  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 


TmSASURT  DSPARTIUSNT, 

mrd  Auditor's  Officty  February  15,  1838. 
Sir  :  It  appearing  from  the  report  which  accompanied  the  bill  reported 
by  yon  on  the  17th  ultimo,  "for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Captain  Robert  Bealle,  deceased,"  that  said  Captain  Bealle's 
last  services  were  rendered  in  the  7th  Virginia  regiment,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  inform  you  that,  on  examining  the  rolls  of  that  regiment,  to-day, 
for  information  in  relation  io  another  oflBcer's  services,  I  discovered,  acci- 
dentally, that  Cai)tain  Robert  Bealle,  of  that  regiment,  was  mustered  as 
having  resigned  on  the  31st  of  December,  1780. 
With  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 
Hon.  Alex.  Harper,  House  of  Reps. 


June  27,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  ^f^  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Tristram  Coffin,  report  ; 

That  this  claim  has  been  before  Congress  for  many  ye:ir5,  and  has  been 
reported  ilpon  several  times — in  some  instances  favorably,  in  others  unfa- 
vorably. It  has  been  considered  as  a  question  of  allowance  for  deprecia- 
tion of  continental  paper,  and  on  that  ground  has  been  rejected  by  com- 
mittees. As  this  committee  have  adopted  the  rule  that  it  is  inexpedient 
lo  allow  claims  for  depreciation,  they  report  unfavorably  on  that  point; 
but,  in  addition  to  that  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  evidence 
adduced  is  insufficient  to  support  the  original  claim. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  the  claim  should  not  be  allowed. 
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JuHE  27,  183a. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claixns,  to  whom  was  referred  a  re- 
solution instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  King^  deceased,  for  services  rendered,  and 
money  expended  as  assistant  commissary  of  issues  during  the  revolution- 
I    ary  war,  report : 

That  there  is  an  account  against  the  United  States  in  fij^tor  of  Henry 
King,  assistant  conmiissary  of  issues,  among  the  papers  deferred  to  tbem, 
in  which  said  King  charges,  in  substance,  as  follows:  , 

To  my  pay  as  quartermaster's  sergeant  in  the  dd  Maryland 
regiment,  from  the  dOth  of  May  to  the  20th  of  October,         £    s.    iL 
1778,  at  KlO  per  month  -  -  .  -  -         17   10    0 

/  To  my  pay  as  commissary's  clerk  at  Fishkill  landing,  from 
the  21st  of  October  to  the  31st  of  December,  1778,  at 
#35  per  month    -  -  -  -  -  -30126 

To  one  retained  ration  same  time,  at  8 10  -  -  -  8  15    0 

To  my  pay  as  commissary's  clerk  at  Fishkill  landing,  from 
the  1st  of  January,  1779,  to  the  ISth  of  April,  1780,  at 
|!50  per  month  -.-.--  293  15  0 
To  my  pay  as  assistant  commissary  of  issues  in  the  South- 
ern army,  from  the  10th  of  May,  1780,  to  the  10th  of 
September,  1781,  at  #75  per  month         -  -  -      511   17     6 

To*  one  retained  ration  same  time,  at  #10  per  month  -        60     O     0 

The  item  carried  out  originally  at  £450  has  been  changed  to  JS51 1  I7s. 
6d.f  by  charging  at  the  rate  of  #90  per  month  for  6  months  and  20  days 
of  the  time,  and  at  the  rate  of  #75  per  month  for  the  residue,  aiul  inclu- 
ding another  item  for  one  retained  ration,  amounting  to  jS33  15^. 

On  the  credit  side  of  tlie  account,  the  United  States  are  credited  with 
£180  18^.  8  J^.,  of  which  J162  18*.  6irf.  are  entered  thus:  "By  the  State 
of  Maryland,  as  per  account" 

It  appears  that  Henry  King»  as  far  back  as  1794,  petitioned  Congress  to 
pay  the  account  from  which  the  foregoing  extracts  are  made;  and  men- 
tioned oth^r  claims  to  which  he  said  he  was  entitled,  but  for  which  no 
specific  account  was  exhibited.  The  petition  states  that  he  served  in  the 
capacities  and  for  the  times  charged  in  the  account;  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  except  his  own  statement ;  and  no  evidence  of  the  length 
of  his  service  has  yet  been  filed.  In  1794  the  claim  was  rejected  upon 
the  ground  that  such  claims  were  barred  by  lapse  of  time.  It  does  not 
appear  why  the  claim  had  not  been  settled  before  it  was  thus  barred. 
The  claim  has  been  presented  to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  since  1794; 
but  at  no  time  has  the  committee  been  able  to  perceive  that  any  evidence 
of  the  length  of  the  services  of  Henry  King,  either  as  commissary's  clerk 
or  assistant  commissary,  was  furnished,  except  the  statement  made  in  the 
foregoing  account  The  committee  cannot  admit  the  principle,  that  an 
account  presented  against  the  Government,  at  this  late  period,  for  revolu- 
tionary services,  should  be  proof  of  its  own  correctness.  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  evidence  before  them  on  which  they  can  report  a  bill  in  favor  of 
the  petitioners. 
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JiTKE  27,  18^8.' 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Rebecca  Stoddert,  and  others,  children  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stoddert,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report: 

That  the  petitioners  claim  four  himdred  and  eighty-two  dollars,  which 
they  allege  was  due  to  their  father,  Benjamin  Stoddert,  on  accoimt  of  the 
depreciation  of  his  pay  while  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
as  a  captain  of  the  continental  army ;  and,  also,  the  further  sum  of  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars,  a  balance  they  allege  to  have  been  due 
to  him,  and  never  paid,  on  account  of  his  salary  as  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  War. 

The  foundation  of  the  claim  seems  to  be  two  letters  written  by  the  said 
Benjamin  Stoddert,  each  addressed  to  the  President  of  Congress.  The 
first  of  these  bears  date  6th  February,  1781,  and  sets  up  a  claim  against 
the  Congress  on  accoimt  of  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  while  a  captain  in 
the  continental  line.  Enclosed  in  a  copy  of  this  letter,  it  is  represented, 
'Was  an  account  (found  after  his  death)  setting  out  the  monthly  deprecia* 
tion  of  his  pay,  from  September,  1777,  to  the  19th  of  April,  1779,  and  pre- 
senting a  balance  in  his  favor  of  tk83.  The  other  letter  bears  date  IVf  arch, 
1781,  and  in  this  he  claims  $S92  (specie)  on  account  of  his  salary  as 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War,  a  resignation  of  which  office  was  tender- 
ed by  the  letter  first  mentioned,  and  was  accepted  by  Congress. 

The  committee  find  among  the  papers  filed  in  the  case  a  certificate  in 
the  fbllowing  words,  viz : 

"Land  Ovfiob, 
^' jinnapoliSf  January  16,  1834. 

"  1  certify  that  it  appears  by  a  depreciation  pay-roll  remaining  in  my 
office^  that  Benjamin  Stoddert,  a  captain  (Hartley's  regiment)  of  the 
Maryland  line,  received  i)306  6s.  2a.  depreciation  money,  issued  to  the 
Maryland  quota  of  troop?  on  continentaU establishment,  on  the  11th  day 
of  June,  1783. 

"GEORGE  G.  BREWER, 
''Register  Land  Office^  W.  S.  Md.^' 

This  certificate,  the  committee  believe,  fully  shows  an  extinguishment 
ol  the  dwm  for  depreciation  pay ;  and  they  believe  the  other  branch  of 
the  claim  has  also  been  satisfied,  for  this  reason:  A  certified  copy  of  Bin- 
jamin  Stoddert's  aceoum,  as  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War,  obtained 
from  the  Register  of  the  United  States,  shows  that,  on  the  14th  day  of 
March,  1781,  a  warrant  was  drawn,  by  order  of  Congress,  in  &vor  of  said 
Stoddert,  on  Thomas  Smith,  loan  officer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
eight  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  It  is  true  this  is  not  the  precise  tatn 
Stoddert  claimed  in  his  letter,  ($892,)  but  it  is  altogether  probable  that 
isto  wa»  the  true  sott  that  was  due  to  Mr.  Stoddert,  and  that  the  war- 
feat  above  nnntioned  was  for  the  balance  of  his  salary  as  Seci^etary  lo 
the  Board  of  War.  The  proximity  of  the  date  of  his  application  to  Con* 
giest  for  this  balance,  and  the  date  of  the  warranti  makm  it  all  but  a  cer* 
tainty.  The  committee,  theiefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
tog  resolution: 

B€H>hedj  Thai  the  prayer  of  the  petitioaers  be  rejected. 
62 
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JxnCE  27,  1838. 

The  Committer  on  Rerohitionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  reconmibted 
the  petition  of  Theodore  Middleton,  together  with  the  bill  and  otter 
papers  connected  with  it,  have  had  the  same  under  their  ccmsideratioo, 
and  report: 

That,  having  obtained  further  inibrroation  in  relation  to  the  case,  it  b 
n6w  their  decUted  opinion  that  their  first  report  was  erroneoua. 

When  the  first  report  was  made,  the  committee  were  under  the  beM 
that  the  ^xtra  regiment  of  Maryland,  to  which  the  petitioner  was  at- 
tached, constituted  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  continental  troops  of  tbat 
State.  They  have  ascertained  this  opinion  to  have  been  founded  in  mis- 
take. The  extra  regiment,  aforesaid,  was  not  of  this  deacriptkm  of 
troops,  and,  consequently,  its  ojficers  cannot  hare  been  entitled  to  com- 
mutation. 

The  regiment  aforesaid  was  raised  by  authority  of  the  twelfth  section 
of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  passed  at  the  Jime  oesaos, 
17801;  and  which  act  expressly  directed  the  Executive  of  tbat  State  to 
commission  its  officers.  (See  1st  vol.  Salty's  Revisal  of  the  Laws  of 
Maryland,  chap.  10th.)  The  single  fact  that  this  reffimtent  was  commis- 
sioned  by  the  State  Executive  is  conclusive  to  show  mat  it  was  not  raisad 
iii  a  part  of  the  continental  line ;  for,  as  early  as  1776,  a  resolution  wss 
adopted  by  the  Congress  that  all  commis^ons  to  the  officers  of  the  coiti- 
nental  line  of  the  army  should  emanate  from  Congriiss  $  and  the  sofcie- 

Suent  practice  of  the  Government  was  in  strict  confonnity  to  this  dirediOD 
lus  given,  as  &r  as  the  committee  are  informed.  But,  if  any  doubt 
could  have  existed  as  to  the  character  of  the  troops  directed  to  be  raised 
by  the  aforesaid  section  of  the  act  of  the  June  session,  1780$  that  doubt 
was  dispelled  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  passed 
,  27th  January,  1781.  This  latter  act  directed  the  non-comnwssioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  regiment  extraordinary  to  be  draughted  into  the 
battalions  of  the  quota  of  that  State ;  and  that  the  commissioned  officers 
should  be  irecalled,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Alexander  Lawson 
Smith,  whom  the  Governor  and  Council  were  requested  to  recoimnendto 
the  Board  of-War  for  the  commission  of  a  colonel  in  the  continental  line, 
f  A  copy  of  this  last-mentioned  act  is  filed  in  the  ease.) 

The  committee  have  reversed  their  fint  decision,  and  reeommeixl  Ihe 
Mmtion  of  die  following  resohidon : 

M$oltfedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  pi^oner  be  rejaeled. 


Jimx  87,  ISJS. 


1m  CbittmMee  on  ftevoluMaonary  Claims,  to  whieb  was  reterad  ifei 
*l^ition  ef  the  legal  representatives  of  Captain  Amaaa  Soper,  decoaasd, 
refepct:  . 

Tb&l  Amasa  Soper  was  a  captain  in  Ool«  ManbaU's  regiment,  in  the 
Massachtisetts  line  of  the  revolutiomury  army,  from  January  1, 1777,  to 
October  30, 1780,  at  which  time  the  records  of  the  Third  Auditor^  de- 
partment represent  him  as  having  rescued.  Hie  cbdmaats  repnaeDt  tbat 
the  remark  on  the  roll  should  have  been  ^  relieved,''  not  <<  resigned  -"  and 
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in  cQnM>rt  of  tibkf  addmoo  a  letter  written  by  the  Hon.  Staplwo  Bmii0y  to 
tkir  Committee  of  (Saims,  in  1810,  as  followi : 

Washington,  March  27, 1810. 

SiA  :  It  is  with  reluctance  I  find  myself  obliged,  at  this  distance  of  tirne^ 
when  I  fear  my  recollection  may,  in  some  degree,  be  imperfect,  to  state 
certain  flicti  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Captain  Soper,  now  pending  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Claims ;  the  information,  howeyer,  shUl  be  aa  cor- 
rect as  it  is  in  my  power  to  make  it. 

I  was  not  personally  acquainted  with  Captain  Soper  in  the  reyolution- 
aiy  army ;  butsome  time  about  the  close  of  the  war,  Captain  Soper  mored 
-wUii  his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  several  small  children,  into  Ver* 
mant,  and  into  the  vicinity  of  the  place  in  which  I  live,  where  be  has  re^ 
aided  ever  since ;  and  I  recollect,  from  that  period  to  the  commenoemeDl. 
of  the  present  constitution,  to  have  heard  him  frequently  speak  of  the 
conmiutation  of  half  pay  due  to  him  from  the  United  States.  Some  tinoe 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  year  1791,  (to  the  best  of  my  reoollection,}  he  called 
ait  my  office  with  one  David  Quinton,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  said 
Qainton  a  power  of  attorney  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and  obtain  ms  commu* 
tation  of  half  pay  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  any  other  officer  author- 
ised to  pay  the  same.  On  delivering  the  power  of  attorney,  Captain  Soper 
delivered  to  the  said  Quinton  his  commission,  together  with  sundry  other 

Japers,  among  which  was  a  permission  from  General  Washington  to 
laptain  Soper  to  retire  from  the  army,  which  I  think  was  dated  some 
aboul  the  1st  of  November,  17S0.  I  cannot  say  positively  that  it 
I  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  commission,  but  am  inclined  to  think  it 
nor  do  I  recollect  the  particular  phraseology  of  the  permission,  or 
that  it  referred  to  any  resolution  of  Congress,  although  that  might  have 
been  the  case.  Said  Qtimton  sh(»rtly  after  set  out  on  his  journey  for  PhiU 
adelphia,  and  in  a  few  weeks  information  arrived  that  be  bad  taken  the 
smaUpox  and  was  dead.  His  femily  then  lived  within  two  or  three  milei 
of  me,  and  I  have  ik>  doubt  the  information  of  hb  having  died  with  xb4 
smallpox  was  perfectly  correct.  I  know  that  Captain  Sopier  took  great 
pains  afterwards  to  obtain  Ins  commission  and  papers  which  he  had  de- 
livered to  the  said  Quhu<m,  thou^  I  believe  without  effect. '  I  rememe 
ber,  at  his  request,  to  have  made  inquiry  at  the  War  office,  to  find  if  the 
papefs  had  not  been  left  there,  but  could  obtain  no  information  respecting 
them.  Some  time,  I  think,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1793, 1  submitted 
his  case  to  General  Knox,  then  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  power  <»f  attor- 
nejr  fifom  Captain  Soper  to  obtain  for  him  liis  commutation  of  half  pay ; 
after  examining  into  his  case.  General  Knox  informed  me  that  uolesd  hfl 
could  find  his  commission,  and  G^ieral  Washington's  permission  to  retirt 
firom  the  army,  he  could  not  obtain  the  commutatioQ  of  half  pay,  at  he 
was  not  returned  among  the  officers  entitled  to  it.  While  Captain  Soper 
was  thus  mdeavonng  to  regain  his  papers,  the  act  of  limitation  of  Feb* 
mary,  1793,  ran  against  his  claim. 

I  can  further  certify  that  Captain  Soper  has  been,  ever  since  my  ae* 
quaintanoe  with  him,  a  hard-laboring,  industrions,  and  good  dtiaen,  and 
is  now  very  nmeh  reduced  in  point  of  property,  and  extremely  tm* 
bamassed  to  get  even  the  necessaries  of  lite,  which  bav«  very  much  ia* 
oressed  ci  me  by  the  deadi  of  his  two  sons,  on  wbem  be  principally 
iiqHttdad,.aiid  who  have  left  saveml  small  duUiM. 
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I  hsre  alvrayn  onderttood  by  the  offioen  of  d)«  •xmjj  aud  by  other 
mtanS)  that  Captain  Soper  was  a  brave,  enlarprialog,  and  meritorioM 
oflScer  ;  and  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  see  him  remunerated,  if  it  can 
be  done  consistently  with  the  known  and  established  rules  of  Govern- 
ment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  R.  BRADLEY. 
Ikm,  RicRABD  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  qfthe  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  a  letter  written  to  General  Washington  bv  Captain  Soper,  Oelober 
30, 1780,  which  has  been  recently  found  ^mong  the  papers  in  the  oIBm 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  appears  to  have  been  his  intention  to  resign, 
as  the  subjoined  extract  shows : 

[1]  **  therefore  most  humbly  request  your  excellency  to  accept  my  resig- 
nation, and  grant  me  a  dismission  from  the  army." 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  whole  record  evidence  in  existence 
lowing  that  he  intended  to  resign,  and  actully  did  so,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 


June  87,  1S88. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Morgan  Alexander,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  report : 

That  the  petitioners  allege  that  their  ancestor,  Morgan  Alexander,  was, 
on  account  of  his  services  as  an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  en* 
titled  to  commutation  or  half  nay  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which,  they 
say,  has  never  been  paid  ;  ana  pray  that  an  act  may  be  passed,  allowing 
them  the  commutation  to  which  said  Morgan  Alexander  was  entitled. 

The  case  ii  in  substance  as  follows : 

A  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor  shows  that  Morgan  Alexander  was  a 
captam  in  the  second  Virginia  regiment,  very  early  in  the  war,  and  was 
diairged  with  public  money,  and  for  which  he  was  subsequently  allowed 
a  credit,  as  for  money  which  had  been  received  by  him  on  aooount  of  the 
pay  of  his  company. 

An  affidavit  of  George  Blackman  represents  that  he  (Blackman)  en* 
listed  in  the  company  commanded  by  Captain  Morgan  Alexander,  on  the 
Ist  of  January,  1777  ;  and  that  the  said  company  was  marched,  by  said 
Alexander,  to  ijeneral  Wastungton's  army,  then  lying  at  Bound  Brook,  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  at  which  time  and  place  he  (Alexander)  was 
promoted— but  to  what  rank  promoted,  or  to  what  corps  he  was  attached, 
the  affiant  does  not  know ;  his  promotion  having  separated  them.  Mar- 
quis Calmis,  afterwards  a  general,  was  commissioned  captain  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  that  grade  occasioned  by  the  promotion  of  Alexander.  This 
affiant  never  heard  that  Ale»inder  resigned.  Marquis  Calmis,  of  Wood** 
ford  county.  State  of  Kentucky,  in  his  affidavit,  states  that  Moorgan  Alex- 
ander was  a  captain  in  the  second  Virginia  regiment,  at  that  time  oom- 
manded  (as  he  believes)  by  Colonel  Woodford;  and  that  he  himself  wasa 
lieutenant  in  Captain  Alexander's  company.    This  affiant  fortbaar  i 
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il  a«  hit  btlief  thtt  the  taid  Alexander  was  oommifliioned  a  captain  by  a 
committee  ia  the  town  of  Winchester,  in  the  month  of  Septemoeror  Oc- 
tober 1775 ;  that  he  was  afterwards  promoted — ^but  to  what  grade  pro- 
motcdyOr  to  what  c<Mrps  attached^  he  does  not  know,  but  remembers  to  have 
seen  hioi  still  in  the  service  in  October  or  November,  1777,  shortly  after 
the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army :  and  that  he  (Alexander)  informed  him 
'^  that  his  health  was  so  bad  that  he  would  have  to  go  hoooe,  as  he  could 
Bot  stand  the  cold  climate/ (being  at  Whitemarsh  camp,  above  German- 
town.'') 

John  Smithy  late  of  the  coimty  of  Frederick,  State  of  Virginia,  states 
in  his  affidavit  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  for  tte  said  coun^ 
ty  of  Frederick,  in  1775,  and  that  at  his  instance  Morgan  Alexander  wae 
recommended  as  a  fit  person  to  bear  a  captain's  commission  in  one  of  the 
regiments,  commanded,  the  one  by  Patrick  Henry,  the  other  by  Willian^ 
Woodford ;  and  that  he  was  accordingly  con^missioned,  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  recruit  his  company ;  that  he  saw  the  company  afterwards 
in  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  and  knows  that  it  was  stationed  for  sometime 
afterwards  at  York.  The  affiant  further  states  that,  in  the  year  1777,  the 
said  Alexander  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  colonel.  During  this  year 
(1777)  the  affiant  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia,  Legislature,  and  the 
troops  at  Williamsburg  passed  in  review  before  its  members,  and  fired  a 
feu  dejaie  on  account  of  Burgoyne's  surrender  ;  Colonel  Morgan  Alex- 
ander was  present  on  the  occasion.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Men* 
mouth  (August,  1778)  the  affiant  is  sure  Morgan  Alexander  was  a  colonel 
in  the  continental  line.  The  affistnt  further  states  that  he  distinctly  recollects 
that  Colonel  Morgan  Alexander  was  sent  to  suppress  a  collection  of  tories 
on  the  Eastern  shore,  (as  near  as  he  can  recollect,)  and  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  executed  the  undertaking  received  many  high  compliments. 
This  expedition  happened  late  in  the  war. 

The  affiant  also  states,  that  while  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  the 
representatives  of  Colonel  Alexander  requested  bis  attention  to  this  claim, 
which  had  been  previously  presented  to  Congress ;  that  he  applied  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  it  at  the  proper  department,  and  was  told  that  the 
papers  had  been  destroyed  by  the  British  in  the  last  war. 

It  was  never  asserted,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  affiant,  nor  does  he  be- 
Ueve»  that  Colonel  Alexander  was  ever  in  the  militia  service  after  the 
conunencement  of  the  Revolution.  He  is  confident  that  the  commissions 
borne  by  him  were  commissions  in  the  continental  service,  and  not  iti  the 
militia;  and  that  he  never  did  resign  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  but  continued  in  commission  until  some  time  in  1783,  (precise  pe- 
riod not  recollected,)  at  which  time  he  died  still  in  commission,  as  he  verily 
believes. 

J.  S.  Davison  states  in  his  affidavit  that  on  sundry  occasions  he  had 
been  applied  to,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Frederick,  Vir- 
ginia, to  take  the  evidence  of  General  John  Smith,  of  said  county,  to 
Erove  the  serrioes  of  •  Morgan  Alexander  in  the  Revolution,  and  that  he 
ad  written  several  affida^ts  for  this  purpose ;  that  on  the  occasion  of 
making  oath  to  the  last  one,  the  said  (General  John  Smith,  when  detailiof 
dlie  matters  therein  mentioned,  made  the  following  statement,  (as  near  as 
the  affiant  can  remember,)  in  substance :  <<  That  a  portion  of  the  offietni 
of  the  continental  army  were  sent  home  after  the  siege  of  York»  and  ware 
ptcDsitted  to  remain  there,  sobject,  boweyer^  to  an  immediitte  call  into  m^ 
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^kBf  and  were,  in  consequence^  deiHmiimited  inlniile-Bien ;  that  ColoMi 
Alexander,  he  believed,  was  of  ttns  number,  and  remained  in  this  altoft- 
tien,  attached  to  the  army,  as  stated  in  former  affidavits,  until  his  death, 
iome  time  during  the  year  178S;"  that  the  foregoing  lines,  whidi  ai% 
within  quotations,  contain  substantially  the  coimnunication  made  by  the 
said  General  John  Smith  to  the  said  J.  S.  Davison  ;  that  they  were  omit- 
ted in  the  affidavit  then  written,  under  the  supposition  that  they  were  en- 
^ftrely  immaterial.  The  said  J.  S.  Davison  further  states  that,  shordv  aftw 
taking  the  deposition  referred  to  above.  General  John  Smith  being  far  ad* 
"Vanoed  in  years,  became  indisposed,  and  his  mind  began  gradually  to  suik 
aWay,  and  that  at  pk^ssent  (Sth  March,  igSi)  his  memory  is  «  ptrieot 
wreck. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  Agnes  Ross,  of  Loudoun  county,  Vir- 
finia,  and  the  certificate  of  Lucy  Balmain,  of  SVederiok  county,  same 
mate,  that  Morgan  Alexander  died  (most  probably)  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
17SS. 

The  foregoing  details,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  present  the  caae 
in  its  true  aspect ;  and  while  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  Morgan  Alex- 
ander was  not  entitled  to  commutation,  the  evidence  now  adduced  doea 
not  warrant  a  report  in  favor  of  the  claim. 

Se»olved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 


J0wi!  27,  1888. 

The  Ckmnnittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Brinkley,  report : 

That  the  petitioners  claim  that  commutation  pay  was  due  by  the  United 
Slates  to  William  Brinkley,  fbr  his  services  as  a  captain  in  the  North  Car- 
olina line  of  the  army  on  continental  establidimeni,  in  the  war  of  the 
devolution. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  shows  that  William  Brinkley  was  a  captain 
in  the  3d  regiment  in  the  North  Carolina  line  of  the  army ;  but  as  there  is 
no  evidence  of  a  satisfactory  nature  to  show  that  the  service  of  WilKam 
Brinkley  was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  commutation  pay,  the  committee 
decide  that  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 


Jms  27,  18S6. 

Mr.  SHisLD8,from  the  Committee  on  the  PubUc  Lands,  laid  before  the 
House  the  followii^ : 

OnBBAi.  Lavp  Orticay  <tfjmV  17, 1838. 

Sfa :  The  resolution  of  Hm  House  of  Representathres,  covered  by  yoax 
titter  of  the  18th  instant,  and  which  is  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

^  ffisohedf  Ttmt  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  who  are  aisaady 
•tnarocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  certafai  appropria- 
tions of  said  kndsto  (rfBeers  andsok^rs  of  the  Virgfaiia  State  Una  in  the 
Mvolutionary  war, 4)e,  and  thay  are  hereby,  also  iattruoted  to  inqniv^iaif 
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850  do. 

500  do. 

450 

do. 

400 

do. 

400 

dp. 

aoo 

do. 

SOO  do. 

300 

do. 

150  d» 

100 

d» 

J^J^MqpediBiicjr  of  exlttiding  «ieh  appropfntiocLio  ill-tidktr  Ananean  of* 
:&8i^^  soldiers^  seamen,  and  marines  of  that  war,  so  as  to  equalize  the 
^j^kinty  of  each ;  and  if  any  reason  for  discriminating  in  ftror  of  the  of- 
f  ^!iip9  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  exist,  that  the  same  be  reported  to 
WiiHousd,''— 

.  is'-^ei^t^ith  returned,  and  in  answer  to  your  request,  I  haye  the  honor  to 
fttB^;  that  no  legtriation  is  required  for  satisfying  warrants  granted  by 
tlk(|\Vnited  States  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  condnental 
.  lutejr,*  which  was  composed  of  the  several  lines  of  the  respective  Statefl> 
Ikod  which  warrants,  as  soon  as  presented,  are  satisfied  by  tlie  issue  of  scrip. 
'  ilie  qlumtity  of  land  allowed  as  a  boxuity  by  the  United  States  to  the 
oncers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army,  provided  they  had  served 
iEtMtng  the  war,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

\!ro.  a  :>najor  general      -  -  -  .  .    i,ioo  acres. 

^*,'^:  •;  brigadier  general  -  -  -  - 

;v'^*    *  .colonel     .-.--. 
V^  '  ?nfeutenant  colonel  -  • 

/-U,*    ^joQfiajor      -  .  -     .      - 

^•^Urgeon  .  .  .  .  . 

*«urgeon*s  mate    -       .     -  . 

«.  captain  .  -  .  .  - 

••'^«'   Meutenant  -  .  . 

/  ^sign     ---.-- 
•  ^-  •  •*  %non-commisBioned  officer  ox  private        -  -       ,  ^ .   „. 

.;N(i*9llinty  in  land  wak  allowed  to  officers,  seamen,  or  marines  of  the 
Ub^ed  ^States  navy. 

•  The  State  of  Vu'ginia  furnished  to  the  continenled  ajrmy  sixteen  itgi- 
^nts,  and  for  her  own  defence  had  in  employ  three  regiomts  of  State 
^mops,  besides  a  State  navy.  She  also  directed  the  enlistment  of  two 
regiments,  to  be  conunanded  by  General  G.  R.  Clarke,  for  the  special  pur- 
pbse  of  breaking  up  the  posts  of  Vincennes  and  Easkaskias  *,  to  all  of 
whom.a  large  bounty  in  land  was  awarded  by  acts  of  Assembly  of  1779. 
,  '^The  quantity  of  land  allowed  under  the  laws  was  as  follows,  viz : 
::    To  n  major  generat,  for  six  years*  service     -  *    15,000  acres. 

..    '       brigadier  genera)  ....    lo/XKV  do. 

colonel  .....      6^65|  do. 

lieutenant  colonel         ....      6,000    do. 
chaplain  .....      6,000    do.  < 

pajnnaster         -  -  -  -  6,666|  do^ 

surgeon  .....      6,000    do. 

•#  •/     suf  Mon's  mate  .  -  .  .      4,000    do. 

/  t?:    'naajor 5,333*  do* 

r>:'    -captain  -  -  -  -     4^,000    d9< 

7 1      iimtwant 9,M6|  do^ 

.»  ^•-    ^Eisign  .....      d^66|  do. 

,*.  ?..     sergeant  .....        400    do. 

•;\.  'private  •  -  .  -  .        aoo    do, 

*-•  if  any  officer  served  but  three  years,  he  received^  notwithstandh^  the 
MMue  ^iNtntitv  of  land,  except  the  non-commissioned  ofl|cers  and  private^, 
wlRrieeeived  only  one4>a]f  of  the  quantity  allowed  for  ox  yeara 
' ' '  The  offioiif  in  her  Slate  navy  received  a  still  lai^er  bounty  in  land, 
i^Qid,  by  what  has  COB19  tmder  my  own  observaiion^  additional  bounty  m 
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taodbM  beto  albwed  to  almcMt  erery  oflfeer  on  itut  coifttineiital  ofltaW^* 
ment. 

The  suggestion  to  equalize  the  bounty  in  land  between  the  Viigikua 
and  the  United  States  troops,  would,  in  my  opinion,  if  favorably  enter- 
tained by  Congress,  require  at  least  30,000,000  acres  of  public  lands^  the 
Vii^^ia  claims  alone  having  taken  about  10,000,000  acres. 

The  appropriations  made  since  1830  for  Virginia  warrants  was  aiijict 
of  liberality  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  not  of  absolute  justice.  •  ^^ 
first  appropriation  by  the  act  of  30th  of  May,  1830,  was  prindpallyfor 
the  benefit  of  the  Virginia  State  line,  but  in  the  subsequent  acts  no  di^ 
crimination  was  made  between  the  Continental  and  State  lines,  although 
the  land  reserved  by  Virginia  between  the  Liale  Miami  and  Scioto,  «4h 
Ohio,  for  ^he  express  purpose  of  satisfying  the  continental-line  warractfti, 
is  not  yet  exhausted.  .'    •    \* 

The  great  disparity  in  the  quantity  of  land  granted  by  Virginia  and^H^ 
United  States  to  their  respective  officers,  arose,  no  doubt,  from  .the  ^et 
that  the  United  States  (in  1776,  when  Congress  adopted  the  fesolnfiffn 
promising  a  bounty  in  land)  had,  in  fact,  no  territory  out  of  wljicU^tli^ 
promise  could  be  redeemed.    Virginia,  on  the  contrary,  claime4.<AlJt'2be, 
territory  which  now  composes  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky;  tadF"^ 
Illinois,  and  having  such  a  large  tract  of  waste  land  at  disposai^jDiduceA' 
her  to  hold  out  the  prospect  of  so  large  a  bounty  to  all  who  would*  ^n^r-- 
ker  service. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  •  .*  •  v  •« 

JAa  WHITCOMBi*.     : 

Commitm9ner^'  \ 

Hon.  E.  i.  ShibldS)  4  . 

Hautt  of  Repre^entaiives.  ;>^ 


IxTkY  2,  1838.  ^ 

•    •• 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  refisrred  the 
petition  of  Philip  Crapo,  executor,  &c.  of  Samuel  Abom,  deceased,  report: 

That  Samuel  Abom  was  a  commissary  at  Pawtuxet,  in  the  State  of 
Khod^  Idand,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and,  tuider  the  direction  and  * 
at  the  request  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  rendered  servfees  and  fur-  [4 
nished  supplies  to  the  troops,  from  the  7th  of  December,  1776,  to  the  7th 
of  February,  1777;  that,  at  the  time  the  said  services  were  midered.and 
iupblies  ftirnished,  they  were,  by  the  testator  of  the  dannant,  charged  to 
the  Stiti  of  Rhode  Island.    On  the  6th  of  September,  1790,  Oeorg6  Olitex,. 
m  eoBMnisrioner  appointed  by  the  said  State,  settled  the  account  of  Colom 
Samuel  Abom,  and  found  a  balance  due  to  him,  on  the  1st  of  January,' ' 
1788,  of  four  hundred  andforty^ne  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  t)^. 
pence.    The  whole  account,  including  subsistence,  suppUes,  tfnd.pfiy, 
amounted  to  one  thousand  and  forty-five  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  BtA' 
dosed  on  the  7th  April,  1788.    The  various  payments  made  by  Rb6de 
Island,  on  account,  amounted  to  six  hundred  and  three  pounds  seventMn.^ 
shillings  and  nine  pence ;  leaving  the  balance  due,  as  ahove  stated.*  On  * 
the  30th  of  June,  1791,  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly  resolved  ^that 
4ie,above  report  be  received,  and  that  the  sum  of  ftnir  hundred  and  forty-  ; 
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one  pounds  t^elire  shillings  and  three  pence  be  paid  (he  said  Samuel 
Abom  out  of  the  general  treasury,  in  discharge  of  the  above  account*' 
This  vote  was,  in  June,  1791,  read  in  the  Upper  House  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  who  told  Colonel  Abom  **that  they  did  not  wish  to  put  a 
non-concurrence  on  his^  account,  nor  could  they  concur  with  the  Lower 
House ;  for  that  the  time  limited  by  Congress  for  the  separate  States  to 
make  any  charge  against  the  Union  having  expired,  the  State  must  pay 
out  of  its  own  treasury  what  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  Union,''  as  appears 
by  the  certificate  of  Henry  Ward,  secretary.  On  this  action  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Rhode  Island,  Samuel  Abom,  in  January,  1794,  preferred  a  pe- 
tition  to  Congress  for  the  allowance  of  his  claim,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  tHe  Treasury,  who,m  1795,  returned  the  claims  referred 
to  him,  includiM  this  one,  with  a  report ;  when  the  petition,  &c.  were 
referred  to  the  Conmiittee  of  Claims,  which,  on  the  2d  March,  1796,  re- 
ported unfavorable  to  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  Samuel  Abom ;  that  no 
further  proceedings  were  had  during  the  lifetime  of  Samuel  Abom,  who 
died  in  1801.  The  committee  can  see  no  good  reason  why  they  shoidd 
not* aiidopt  the  report  made  in  1796,  adverse  to  this  claim.  Certainly,  tl^ 
acquiescence  of  the  petitioner's  testator,  in  his  lifetime,  in  the  report,  and 
the  uielay  on  the  part  of  his  legal  representatives  to  re-present  it  for  thirty- 


the  xielay  on  the  part  of  his  legal  representatives  to  re-present  i 

eight  years,  cannot  add  to  its  validity.    The  committee,  tfierefore,  report 

against  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 


July  2,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
'lietition  of  Ann  Levacher  de  Van  Brun,  report : 

The  petitioner  states  that  she  is  the  widow  of  John  Levacher  de  Van 
Brpn,  of  the  Maryland  line  of  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  that  he  en- 
ter^d  the  senrice  on  the  10th  of  March,  1777;  that  on  the  11th  of  June, 
1782,  he  obtained  a  furlough  from  Congress;  that  he  sailed  for  Europe 
•on  the  4th  of  August  of  that  year,  there  to  settle  private  business,  uitend- 
ine  to  return  after  a  short  absence  ;  that  the  ship  in  which  he  sailed  and 
alf  on  board  were  lost  at  sea.  ^  .         ,  ^^ 

G.  G.  Brewer,  of  the  Maryland  land  offia^,  under  date  of  the  SOth  No- 
vember,  1836,  certifies  that  Lavacher  de  ^'an  Brun  was  a  Ueutenaut  of 
the  Maryland  Une  on  continental  establishment ;  and  that  on  the  7th  June, 
1781,  he  received  an  amount  therein  stated,  depreciated  money,  issued  to 
the  Maryland  quota  of  troops,  as  appears  by  the  rolls  of  his  office. 

A  certificate  of  the  same  oflBcer,  dated  August  12, 1836,  shows  that 
Levacher  de  Van  Bran's  accounts  on  the  army  legers  stand  stated  up  to 
July,  1782 ;  and  that  he  received  bounty  land  from  Maryland  for  his  rev- 
olutionary services. 

The  same  officer,  in  a  certificate  dated  25tii  August,  1836,  states  that 
a  paper  on  his  files  is  endorsed  in  these  words:  "Arrangements  of  the  five 
Maryland  regiments.  1st  January,  1783,  with  the  promotions  up  to  tfiat 
pimod ;"  together  with  the  further  entry, "  Lieutenant  Levacher  de  Van 
fcun,  ensign  10th  March,  1777;  date  of  promotion  not  known ;  gone  to 
France.'^ 

63 
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The  printed  journals  of  the  old  Congress  record  the  fact,  that  on  the 
11th  June,  1782,  that  body  granted  Levacher  a  furlough  to  go  to  France. 
The  committee  report  a  bill. 


July  2,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  were  referred  sun- 
dry petitions  praying  Congress  to  make  compensation  to  the  survivors 
and  to  the  descendants  of  those  who  were  slam  in  the  massacre  of  Wyo- 
ming for  losses  sustained,  report : 

That  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  is  not  based  upon  any  resolution  or 
act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Revolution,  upon  which  any  allowance  or  com- 
pensation can  be  made  the  sufferers  or  their  descendants  on  the  principle 
of  discharging  a  contract  The  application,  therefore,  rests  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  a  gratuity  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case. 
The  hardships  and  privations  endured  by  the  settlers  in  the  Wyoming 
valley,  and  the  devastations  and  murders  perpretated  by  their  savage  en- 
emy, are  well  authenticated  by  history,  and  forcibly  and  feelingly  pre- 
sented in  the  document  advocating  the  claims  of  the  petitioners.  It  is 
therein  shown  that,  in  all  probability,  Connecticut  would  have  made  a 
suitable  provision  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers  and  their  descendants,  had  that 
State  retained  jurisdiction  over  the  country.  The  fact  that  the  people  of 
Wyoming  were  excluded,  in  consequence  of  the  jurisdiction  and  claim  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  benefits  of  the  legislation  of  Connecticut,  which 
relieved  other  portions  of  her  citizens  who  suffered  dupng  the  Revolution, 
upon  principles  equally  applicable  to  the  Wyoming  settlers,  is  not  suffi-> 
cient  to  give  them  a  valid  claim  against  the  United  States.  We  nauJst 
test  the  validity  of  the  claim  independent  of  that  circumstance.  When 
that  is  done,  it  presents  the  single  question  whether  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ought,  at  this  day,  to  make  provision  for  compensating 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  inroads,  devastations,  and  murders  of  a  savage 
enemy  during  the  Revolution.  If  it  be  proper  to  make  such  provision,  the 
committee  cannot  perceive  any  sufficient  reason  for  discriminating  in  favor 
x)f  the  Wyoming  sufferers,  so  as  to  grant  indemnity  and  reUef  to  them, 
and  withhold  it  from  others.  Why  may  not  the  famBies  whose  husbands 
tod  fathers  were  defeated  and  slain  in  the  battle  of  the  Bluelicks  claim 
compensation?  They  marched  to  meet  a  savage  enemy,  to  repel  an  inva- 
sion, to  defend  their  firesides,  and  were  slain.  Why  may  not  all  those 
whose  houses  were  burnt  by  savages,  and  whose  childred,  in  the  absence 
of  their  fatiiers,  were  often  murdere4>  or  carried  off  into  captivity,  during 
the  Indian  wars  which  prevailed,  at  the  penod  of  the  early  settlements  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  claim  compensation,  if  the  Government  allows 
it  in  behalf  of  the  Wyoming  petitioners  ?  The  committee  perceive  no 
sufficient  reason  to  discriminate,  and  are  of  opinion  that  all  or  none  should 
be  provided  for.  Ought  any  to  be  provided  for  ?  We  think  not.  The 
principle  upon  which  Governments  are  charged  for  damages  done  by  a 
public  enemy  requires  that  the  loss  should  be  the  consequence  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  If  (for  illustration)  the  Government  occiq)ies 
the  houses  of  the  citizen  for  miUtary  purposes,  and  thereby  induces  the 
enemy  to  destroy  them  in  order  to  dislodge  or  defeat  an  army,  the  suffer- 
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iag  citizen  my  justly  claim  compensation.  But  where  the  enemy  wan- 
tonly bums  a  city  or  town,  or  pillages  a  farm,  or  murders  the  head  of  a 
family,  there  is  no  just  foimdation  to  claim  compensation.  If  the  Gpvem- 
ment  should  acknowledge  its  responsibility  in  such  cases,  the  consequences 
might  be  destructive  to  the  patriotism  of  the  country.  The  rule  would 
tei^  to  influence  the  citizen  to  abandon  his  property  mstead  of  defending 
it,  and  set  up  a  claim  against  the  Oovemment  for  its  loss,  instead  of  pro- 
tecting it  by  manly  defence.  The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  for  compen- 
sation on  account  of  the  burning  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  during 
the  Revolution,  was  rejected  by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
of  the  24th  Con^ss,  wd  we  refer  to  the  report  in  that  case  for  principles 
applicable  to  tlus. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 


DjiCEMBXR  22, 1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  petition  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Doctor  William  Johonnot,  deceased,  was  refer- 
red, report : 

That  this  case  was  examined  by  the  Conmiittee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims  at  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-third  Congress,  and  a  &vorable 
report  made  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petition- 
ers. The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  at  the  first  session  of  the 
last  Congress  also  had  the  claim  under  consideration,  and  reported  favora- 
bly, by  juiopting  the  report  of  the  preceding  committee. 

The  committee  at  this  session  have  again  examined  this  case,  and  con- 
cur in  the  report  made  in  January,  1834,  which  is  referred  to,  and  made 
part  of  this  report ;  and  a  bill  is  reported  accordingly. 

Januart  24,  1834. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memoried  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  oif  Doctor  William  Johonnot, 
late  of  Boston,  deceased,  report : 

The  memorialists  state  that  Doctor  William  Johonnot  entered  the  ser- 
vice in  the  medical  and  hospital  department  in  the  earliest  period  of  the 
revolutionary  war ;  and  that,  under  the  regulations  of  the  7th  of  April, 
1777,  he  became  chief  apothecary  of  the  hospitals  in  the  eastern  district ; 
(that  he  held  this  appointment,  is  proved  by  accounts  accompanying  the 
memorial ;)  he  continued  in  this  highly  responsible  office  till  the  30th  of 
September,  1780,  when  Congress,  by  the  act  of  that  day,  placed  the  hos- 
pital and  medical  department  under  a  new  and  diflerent  organization. 
By  this  latter  arrangement,  instead  of  a  chief  apothecary,  with  assistants 
in  each  district,  it  was  provided  that  there  should  be  one  apothecary  gen- 
eral, and  one  assistant  apothecary  general,  for  the  whole  hospital  and 
mechcal  department  north  of  the  Potomac  river.  It  appears  by  Ae  jour- 
nals of  Congress,  to  which  the  conmiittee  have  referred,  that  Doctor  Wil- 
liam Johonnot  was,  on  the  7th  October,  1780,  elected  by  ballot,  by  Conf 
gress,  assistant  apothecary  general,  under  the  regulations  of  tfie  SOth  of 
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September  preceding.  These  same  regulations  also  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  a  purveyor  general,  and  one  assistant  purveyor  generaL 
On  Ae  same  day,  it  appears,  from  the  journals  of  Congress,  that  Doctor 
Isaac  Ledyard,  who  had  been  an  officer  of  the  hospital  department  under 
the  old  regulations,  was  elected  by  Congress  assistant  purveyor  general 
Military  operations  having  mostly  ceased  after  the  surrender  of  Lord 
Comwallis,  and  the  army  being  much  reduced,  and  that  portion  wbkdi 
remained  being  either  in  garrison  or  inactive  in  the  field,  the  extensive 
medical  and  hospital  establishment  which  an  active  state  of  war  had  re- 
quired became  unnecessary. 

Congress,  therefore,  op  the  23d  day  of  July,  1782,  greatly  reduced  the 
hospital  establishment ;  and,  among  other  reductions,  abolished  the  offices 
of  assistant  apothecary  and  assistant  purveyor;  and  Doctor  Johonnot  and 
Doctor  Ledyard  retired,  as  they  no  doubt  supposed,  on  half  pay  for  life, 
as  deranged  officers.  It  is  alleged  that  just  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
as  the  final  settlements  Were  about  to  commence.  Doctor  Johonnot  and 
his  wife  both  died,  and  that  no  administration  was  taken  ouf  on  his  estate. 
It  Will  be  seen  in  the  proceedings  in  Doctor  Ledyard's  case,  that  when 
he  applied  for  his  "  commutation"  for  half  pay  for  life  as  assistant  pur- 
veyor, it  was  refused  him  on  the  ground  that  tfie  resolutions  of  Congress 
granting  haJf  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  hospital  department  made  no  men- 
tion of  assistant  purveyor  or  of  assistant  apothecary ;  the  resolution 
merely  mentioning  " purveyor" and  "apothecary,"  widiout  any  desig- 
nation of  chief  or  assistant.  It  can  haidly  be  presumed  that  Congres, 
without  specifying  chief  or  assistant,  meant  to  include  or  exclude  one 
and  not  the  other,  of  officers  of  so  high  a  grade,  and  so  few  in  number ; 
and  especially,  as  in  the  same  resolution,  which  proceeded  In  the  enunae- 
ration  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  grade,  officers  of  less  pay  and  emolxonent 
followed  in  regular  order  after  the  general  terms  "  apothecary  and  pur- 
veyor." Nor  could  it  be  presumed  that  either  Congress,  or  these  officers, 
who  were  then  holding  other  offices  entitling  them  to  half  pay  for  life, 
intended  the  relinquishment  of  it,  by  their  appointment  to  places  of  higher 
pay,  responsibility,  and  standing. 

But  a  particular  and  able  report  was  made  in  the  case  of  Doctor  Led- 
yard, to  which  the  committee  would  refer,  which  was  sanctioned  by  Con- 
gress, by  the  passage  of  a  bill  in  favor  ol  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Led3rard. 
And  as  the  cases  of  Doctor  Johonnot  and  Doctor  Ledyard  are  alike  in 
every  feature,  as  to  previous  service,  time  of  appointment,  and  time  of 
derangement,  and  the  amount  of  monthly  pay,  and,  of  course,  standing 
in  all  essential  respects  on  the  same  foundation,  the  conmiittee  conclude 
that  a  due  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  well  as  imiformity  of  decis- 
ion«  require  £at  like  relief  ^ould  be  granted. 

As  it  regards  that  portion  of  the  memorial  which  relates  to  a  balance 
in  favor  of  Doctor  Johonnot,  the  committee  find  that  a  balance  of  g307  63 
does  stand  to  the  credit  of  William  Johonnot,  on  the  books  of  the  llurd 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  but  are  not  yet  satisfied  that  this  bcdance  is 
'  actually  due.  llie  committee^  therefore,  report  a  bill  for  conmiutation 
only.  ^ 
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December  22, 1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  refensd  the 
petition  of  Apollos  Cooper,  report : 

The  heirs  of  Apollos  Cooper  petition  Congress  for  such  half  pay,  &c. 
as  they  are  ►entitled  to  in  consequence  of  their  ancestor  having  been  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine  It  appears  that  said  Cooper  was  killed  on 
the  11th  of  September,  1777,  and  that  he  was  then  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Virginia  continental  line  ;  this  satisfactorily  appears  from  the  letter  of  the 
Third  Auditor.  The  affidavit  of  a  witness  proves  that  said  Cooper  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  It  satisfactorily  appears  that  said 
Cooper  left  a  widow  and  three  children ;  the  widow  is  dead,  and  one  of 
the  children.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  widow  and  children  , 
of  said  Cooper  are  entitled,  imder  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  d4th 
day  of  August,  1780,  to  seven  years'  half  pay,  and  they  herewith  report 
a  bill  authorizing  its  payment. 


December  22,  1837. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  who  were  instructed  by  a 
resolution  of  the  House  <^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  issuing  a  du* 
plicate  military  land  warrant,  heretofore  issued  to  Crawford  Johi^n,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  which  has  been  lost,"  have  had  that  subject 
imder  consideration,  and  report : 

That,  by  a  letter  of  Ethan  A.  Brown,  Esq.,  late  Commissioner  rf  the 
General  Land  i  )ffice,  under  date  the  26th  of  March,  1836,  it  appears  a 
warrant.  No.  1284,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  issued  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1828,  to  Crawford  Johnston,  and  that  the  same  had  not  been  pre- 
sented at  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  purpose  of  being  satisfied. 

By  another  letter,  from  D.  Turner,  Esq.,  late  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hawkins  of  the  present  House  of  Representarives,  it  appears  that  he 
(Nfr.  Turner)  had  had  in  his  possession  a  military  land  warrant  issued 
in  the  name  of  Crawford  Johnston,  for  his  services  in  the  Revolution, 
which  issued  during  the  session  of  1827-'28.  It  was  kept  in  his  pos- 
session, at  the  request  of  the  party  interested,  until  by  some  means  it 
was  lost  or  mislaid,  so  that  he  had  despaired  of  recovering  it 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  statement,  the  committee  have  been  in- 
formed, by  a  letter  from  the  present  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
OMce,  under  date  December  20, 1837,  that  up  to  this  time  the  land  war- 
rant aforesaid  had  not  been  presented  for  Hie  purpose  of  being  satisfied. 
Upon  this  state  of  facts,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  duplicate 
military  land  warrant  of  that  of  No.  1284  ought  to  be  issued  to  Craw- 
ford Johnston ;  and  for  this  purpose  report  a  bill. 


,  February  16,  1838. 


The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  wfls  referred  the 
petition  and  papers  of  the  heu-s  of  William  Bayley,  a  major  in  the  army 
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of  the  Revolution,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  submit 
the  following  report : 

It  appears  from  the  proofs  and  documents  before  the  conunittee,  that 
the  said  William  Bayley  was  a  major  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
in  Colonel  Swoop's  regiment,  called  the  flying  camp ;  that,  on  the  ISdi 
day  of  July,  1792,  the  proper  accounting  officers  adjusted  his  account,  and 
the  sum  found  to  be  due  was  fully  paid  to  him.  Upon  the  settlement,  he 
neither  elaimedj  nor  was  he  allowed^  the  commutation  of  five  years'  fiill 

Eay  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life,  or  any  part  thereof,  because  he  did  not  be- 
>nR  to  a  class  of  officers  to  which  either  half  pay  for  life,  or  commutation 
of  nve  years'  full  pay,  had  been  promised  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
on  that  subject.    The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following 
resolution : . 
Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


March  6,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Cropper,  de- 
ceased, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

It  appears  that  Colonel  Cropper  entered  the  service  as  a  captain,  was 
afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  and  on  the  20th  day  of  Aforch, 
1779,  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  seventh  Virginia  regi- 
ment. He  continued  in  active  service  from  the  commencement  of  Uie 
revolutionary  war  till  on  or  about  the  1st  of  September,  1779,  when  he 
expressed  a  wish  to  resign  his  commission  and  return  home,  on  account 
of  the  distressed  situation  of  his  family,  the  enemy  having  taken  and  de- 
stroyed mo^t  of  his  property  in  his  absence.  Congress  was  unwilling  that 
he  should  resign,  as  he  was  a  valuable  officer,  and  he  was  first  allowed  a 
limited,  and  then  an  unlimited  furlough,  which  would  enable  him  to  join 
and  remain  with  his  family,  until  his  services  in  the  field  might  again  be 
required,  when  he  would  be  called  to  join  his  regiment.  He  was  never 
afterwards  called  on  to  join  his  regiment,  but  continued  in  his  own  part 
of  the  country,  in  active  service  much  if  not  all  of  his  time,  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  under  a  commission  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  Colonel  Cropper  ever  resigned 
his  commission,  unless  by  accepting  and  acting  under  a  commission  from 
the  State  should  be  considered  a  virtual  resignation.  If  he  had  retired  to 
his  home  on  the  1st  of  September,  1779,  or  at  any  subsequent  period,  with 
an  unlimited  furlough,  never  been  again  called  into  actual  service,  and 
never  rendered  any  service  whatever  to  the  country,  he  would  have  been 
clearly  entitled  to  his  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay.  It  would, 
therefore,  appear  strange  that  continuing  in  active  service  in  his  own 
neighborhood,  should  place  him  in  a  worse  situation  than  he  would  have 
been  had  he  remained  entirely  inactive. 

The  conunittee  do  not  believe  the  conunission  from  the  State  ought  to 
be  considered  a  resignation  of  that  held  under  the  authority  of  Congress. 
Had  the  one  exacted  duties  inconsistent  with  those  required  by  the  other, 
the  acceptance  of  the  1^  conferred  might  be  considered  a  virtual  resigna- 
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tion  of  the  other.  But  this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case ;  the  individual 
was  left  as  much  at  liberty  to  join  his  regiment,  if  required,  as  he  would 
have  been  had  he  received  no  commission  from  the  State,  and  while  actu- 
ally doing  duty  under  the  last,  he  was  aiding  to  carry  into  effect  the  ob- 
ject to  be  eflFected  by  the  first. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  Colonel  Cropper,  and  the  officers  of  the 
army,  believed  he  continued  to  hold  his  commission  as  lieutenant  colonel 
to  the  close  of  the  war,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  five  years'  full  pay  in 
lieu  of  half  pay  for  life. 

The  committee  have  in  all  cases  refused  to  allow  interest  upon  such 
claims  as  this,  unless  the  claimant  could  |show  that  the  pajrment  of  the 
principal  sum  had  been  demanded,  and  all  proofs  furnished,  and  voudiers 
ofiered,  which  would  be  necessary  to  justify  the  accounting  officers  in 
making  the  payment. 

In  this  case  it  appears,  that  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1785,  Colonel 
Cropper  did  apply  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  sum,  which  the  ccwaa- 
mittee  believe  was  due  to  him,  and  which  ought  then  to  have  been  paid, 
and  which  has  been  unjustly  withheld.  They,  therefore,  report  a  bill  for 
the  reUef  of  the  petitioners. 


March  6,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition  and 
papers  of  William  W.  Williams  were  referred,  have  had  the  same  under 
oonsideration,  and  submit  the  following  report : 

It  appears  from  the  documents  filed  with  the  petition,  that  William  Wil- 
liams, the  father  of  the  petitioner,  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  April,  1778, 
was  duly  appointed  and  commissioned  a  captain,  in  the' corps  of  invalids, 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  that  he  continued  in  the  service  ofibe 
United  States  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  committee  do  not  fiind  any  reason  to  believe  that  Captain  Williams, 
oi  any  person  representing  him,  has  ever  received  his  commutation  of  five 
years'  full  pay,  or  anything  in  lieu  thereof ;  on  the  contiary,  they  find 
that,  in  the  year  1787,  he  made  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  which  he 
bequeathed  the  same  to  his  wife,  who  appears  to  have  survived  him,  and 
to  have  married  a  Mr.  Williamson  after  his  death. 

The  only  doubt  raised  in  this  case  is,  whether  Captain  Williams  may 
not  have  been  placed  on  the  roll  of  invalids  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
prior  to  the  year  1789,  as  he  made  a  donation  of  one  mouth's  pay  as  a 
member  of  the  Cincinnati  Society  of  that  State.  Any  doubt  raised  firom 
that  circumstance,  the  committee  believe  must  be  removed  by  the  con- 
sideration that  Captain  Williams  was  not  an  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  but  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  known  and  recognised  as  one  of  her 
officers  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  to  whom,  in  consideration 
of  his  services,  she  gave  the  usual  quantity  of  land  allotted  by  her  laws  to 
officers  of  his  grade. 

The  proof  is  satisfactory,  that  the  petitioner  is  the  only  son  and  heir  of 
Captain  Williams,  but  as  it  is  in  proof  that  the  sum  of  money  now  claimed 
was  given  by  will  to  Mrs.  Williams,  the  mother  of  the  petitioner,  the  com- 
mittee believe  it  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  personal  represenfatiwi  of  Cap- 
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tain  WiUiams,  who  will  be  bound  to  duqpose  of  k  to  whoever  may  be  the 
true  owner ;  and  they  herewith  report  a  biU. 


March  22, 1838. 

The  Comnuttee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have  had  under  consideration 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  instructing  them  <'  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  granting  a  pension  or  other  compensation  to  the  Viscompte  L'Eaumonty 
a  French  officer,  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Savannah/' 

There  ha?  been  no  evidence  presented  to  the  committee  that,  in  their 
opinion,  would  warrant  them  in  reconunending  the  grant  of  a  pension  or 
other  compensation  to  the  Viscompte  L'Eaumont  It  is  probable  that  he 
was  engaged  ob  a  French  officer  in  our  revolutionary  struggle,  and  as 
m^,  18  entiiled  to  a  portion  of  our  national  gratitude.  But  no  case  is 
made  out  entitling  hun  to  any  pension  or  compensation,  under  any  reso- 
lution or  act  of  Congr&ss,  nor  to  the  extraorcunary  interposition  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  conunittee,  therefore,  move  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject 


Mabch  23,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  RevolutioBary  Claims  have  had  under  considetatiop 
certain  documents  referred  to  them,  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
John  S.  Stubbs,  on  account  of  the  alleged  services  of  their  anoeetor  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  respectfully  report: 

That  the  testimony  does  not  show  that  the  decedent,  supposing  him  lo 
have  been  in  service  as  a  lieutenant,  either  oonHnued  in  the  service  to  the 
end  of  the  revolutionary  war,  or  died  in  that  service ;  and  therefore,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  his  representatives  are  neitfier  entitled  to  com- 
mutation pay,  nor  to  seven  years'  half  pay.  They  recommend  the  adoptiim 
of  the  following  resolution  : 

Sesolved,  That  the  claim  be  rejected. 


Mat  16,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have,  according  to  the  order 
«f  the  Senate,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Greneral 
Jacob  Bayley,  praying  copipensation  for  his  services,  losses,  and  sacrifices 
daring  the  levolutionary  war ;  and  they  respectfully  report : 

That  the  only  testimony  adduced  in  this  case  is  the  deposition  of  Moody 
Bedel^  and  certain  papers  purporting  to  be  copies  of  letters  written  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  to  and  from  said  Bayley.  Admitting  that  this  te^ 
timony  was  sufficient  to  show  his  rank  in  Uie  militia;  his  services  and  his 
seal,  fit  utteriy  fails  to  establish  any  pecuniary  claim  against  the  Unit^ 
States. 

The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Beeolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 


505 

May  15,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have,  according  to  the  order 
of  the  Senate,  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  James 
Caldwell,  prajring  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  their  ancestor  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  respectfully  report : 

That,  from  the  petition  and  accompanying  documents,  it  appears  that 
James  Caldwell,  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  was,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  engaged  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  first  as  a  chaplain  to  a  regiment  of  militia,  and  after* 
wards  as  a  conunissary  of  supplies. 

The  British  troops,  in  one  of  their  incursions  into  that  State,  took  pos- 
session of  a  place  called  Connecticut  Farms,  where  James  Caldwell  then 
resided,  and  there  perpetrated  one  of  those  outrages  which  too  often 
marked  their  warfare  in  that  contest.  The  wife  of  Caldwell  was  shot  by 
a  British  soldier  as  she  sat  in  her  house  in  the  midst  of  her  children,  and 
the  place  was  given  up  to  plunder  and  conflagration.  The  house  of 
Caldwell,  amone  others,  was  burned  up ;  and  for  this  loss  the  petitioners 
now  seek  an  indemnification  from  the  Oovemment. 

If  the  misfortunes  of  their  ancestor,  or  his  merits  as  a  man  and  a  patriot, 
could  entitle  the  petitioners  to  the  relief  prayed  for,  their  claim  would  per- 
haps be  unquestionable  ;  but  the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  war- 
ranted in  awarding  a  pecuniary  compensation  on  such  grounds.  The 
circumstances  of  this  case  show  that  the  loss  complained  of  was  occasioned 
by  a  lawless,  incendiary  act  of  the  common  enemy,  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
civilized  warfare.  In  such  cases  this  Government  is  not  considered  as 
being  under  any  obligation  to  indemnify  the  sufierers,  and  on  that  ground 
the  committee  would  feel  itself  constrained  to  decide  against  the  petitioners, 
without  entering  into  considerations  of  the  impolicy  of  opening  a  door,  at 
this  late  day,  to  such  a  class  of  claims. 

The  conunittee,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the*following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 


Mat  15,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Senate,  have  had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Patience  Babcock, 
the  widow  of  Phineas  Babcock,  prapng  payment  for  property  taken  from 
her  husband  during  the  revolutionary  war,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  respectfully  report : 

That  the  evidence  produced  in  support  of  the  clarm  is  parol,  and  in 
some  material  respects,  vague  and  uncertain.  For  this  cause,  and  other 
general  reasons,  applicable  to  all  such  ancient  claims,  and  which  are  too 
familiar  to  require  repetition,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  they  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 
64 
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Acts  of  Congress  for  the  relief  qf  the  following-named  persons^  or  their 
heirs  and  legal  representatives^  passed  during  the  second  session  qf 
the  twenty-fifih  Congress. 

Adams,  Nathan,  Peter,  and  William,  heirs  of,  authorizing  the  issue  of 
three  duplicate  land  warrants,        ....  -  approved  April  30,  1838. 

Ashe^  John  B.,  repreeentatiTes  o^  allowed  commutation,       -  -       ~ 

Boyles,  Thomas  H.,  representatives  o^  allowed  seven  years'  half  pay. 

Bunting,  William  B.,  representatives  o^  allowed  seven  years'  half  pay, 

Campbell,  Richard,  representatives  of,  allowed  seven  years'  half  pay. 

Carter,  Thomas,  Dr.,  neirs  ofj  allowed  additional  half  pay,  - 

Chilton,  John,  heirs  of,  allowed  seven  years'  half  pay, 

Cogswell,  William,  hdis  o^  allowed  commutation,  ... 

Duval,  Daniel,  representatives  of,  allowed  commutation. 

Fanning,  Joshua,  heirs  o^  allowed  seven  years'  half  pay, 

Feely,  iHmothy,  representatives  o(  allowed  commutation,     - 

Helnhenstine,  Peter,  heirs  of,  allowed  seven  3rean*  half  pay, 

Irwm,  Henry,  heirs  of,  allowed  seven  years'  half  pay, 

Johnson,  Crawford,  authorizing  the  issue  of  a  duplicate  land  warrant, 

Johonnot,  Wflliam,  representatives  of,  allowed  commutation, 

McClelland,  John,  representatives  of,  allowed  seven  years'  half  pay,  - 

McGibboney,  Patrick,  representatives  of,  allowed  commutation, 

Moifit,  Henry,  representatives  o^  allowed  commutation, 

Prescott,  Joseph,  allowed  commutation,       .... 

Quaries,  Wharton,  administrator  of,  allowed  the  balance  on  a  judg- 
ment obtained  for  half  pay,  -  -  .  .  - 

Russwurm,  William,  heirs  o^  allowed  commutation, 

Smith,  William  Hooker,  r^reoentatives  oi^  allowed  commutation,    - 

Snead,  Charles,  representatives  of,  allowed  commutation, 

Spitfatiiom,  John,  allowed  commutation,      .... 

Van  Campen,  Moses,  allowed  commutation,  ... 

Warren,  Samuel,  allowed  commutation,       .... 

White,  Anthony  Walton,  representatives  of^  allowing  their  daim,     - 

Williams,  Daniel,  representativee  of,  allowed  commutation,  - 

Witherell,  James,  allowed  commutation,      .... 
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for  commutation  .........  468 

Funding  the  revolutionary  debt.    (See  <*  Domestic  debt  of  the  United  States.*') 

Garden,  Thomas,  colonel,  widow  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  seven  years'  half  pay      -  147 

Garden,  Alexander,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutation  -  -  -  188 

act  for  the  relief  of    -  -  -  -  -  94 

Gates,  Gertrude,  act  directing  the  payment  to  her  of  two  final-settlement  certificates  -  76 

Gibbon,  James,  captain,  act  allowing  him  commutation         -  -  .  -  102 

Gibbs,  Benjamin,  report  on  the  claim  of,  for  payment  of  a  final-settlement  certificate  258 

Qibbs»  William  P.,  executor  of  Benjamin  Gibbs,  act  for  the  relief  of    ^  -  -  75 

GibbSy  Samuel,  representatives  oi,  report  on  claim  o^  for  payment  of  loan-office  certifi- 
cates   -  -  -  .  -  -  289 
act  for  the  reHef  of           ....  79 
Gibson,  George,  colonel,  representatives  o(  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation,  in- 
.    stead  of  the  half  pay  for  life  which  had  been  allowed  them  under  the  act  of  July  6, 

1882 357,  368,  359 

Giles,  Aquila,  major,  act  for  the  relief  of-  -  -  -  -  -  68 

Cbodwin,  Nathaniel,  c*>,ptain,  legal  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of^  for  seven 

years'  half  pay       -  -  287,  288 

act  for  the  relief  of    -  -  91 

Gordon,  Thomas,  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  loan-office 

certificates  ..-.-..-.  344^  345 

Gordon,  Patience,  representatives  of,  act  for  the  reUef  of        ....  70 

Gould,  David,  surgeon,  administrator  of,  report  on  claim  o(,  for  seven  years'  half  pay  484 

Guthrie,  John,  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  lost  certificates      ...  176 

1^^  representatives  of,  act  for  the  relief  of    -  .  -  -  69 

Grannie,  Enos,  lieutenant,  legal  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of^  for  commutation  283 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  105 

Gratz,  Michael,  administrator  o^  report  on  claim  of^  for  payment  of  lost  certificates    -  273,  274 

act  for  die  relief  of  -  -  -  -  78 

Greer,  Jacob,  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  on  losses  on  continental  money  -  413 

Gregory,  John,  lieutenant,  legal  representatives  o^  report  on  claim  of,  for  seven  years' 

half  pay  -  -  -  283,  284 

act  for  the  relief  of  .  .  91 

Gregory,  William,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  on  daim  of,  for  seven  years'  half  pey        .  378,  379 

Grymes,  William,  captain,  heirs  o^  report  on  claim  o(  for  seven  years'  half  pay        -  296,  297 

Nancy  Haggard,  only  hdr  of^  act  for  the  rdief  of  -  91 

report  on  daim  of^  for  interest  on  the  seven 

years*  half  pay  heretofore  allowed  -  369 
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Hackley,  Jamef,  Ktutenant,  heurt  o^  report  on  claim  U,  for  commutetion      -  -  47S,  476 

Hflf  pay  for  feven  yeara  promiaed  to  officera  of  the  line ;  aee  raaolatioii  of  May  16,  1778  0 

for  aeven  yeara  promiaed  to  officera  becoming  aapemnmeiy ;  aee  reaolutioii 

of  October  8,  1780 1« 

for  aeven  yeara  extended  to  widowa  and  orphana  of  officera  who  died  or  were 
kiUed  in  the  aervice       -------  11 

for  aeven  yeara,  claima  to^  by  widowa  and  ofi^uma,  report  raoommending  the 

examination  and  adjuatment  of,  at  the  Trmiuy  Department       -  >  40S 

for  life  to  officera  reduced,  and  to  thoae  who  continue  in  aenrioe  to  the  end  ni 

the  war;  aee  reaolution  of  October  21,  1780       -  -  .  -  IS 

for  tife  extenM  to  major  generala  and  brigadier  generala    .  -  -  IS 

for  life,  allowance  in  lieu  o(  to  the  officera  of  i£e  hoifntal  depattmaot  and 

medical  ataff     -.--.-.•.  18 

for  life  allowed  to  chaplaina  ..--.-  18 

for  life  not  to  be  allowed  to  any  officer  to  whom  it  had  not  prerioualy  been 

expreaily  pronuaed         --....-  16 

Hall,  EHaa  and  Alpheua,  report  on  claim  o(  for  property  deatroyed    -  -  -  416 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  colonel,  report  on  the  claim  of  the  widow  of,  for  commutation  176 

act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of        .  -  -  94 

Hardaway,  Joel,  lieutenant,  heira  o(  report  on  daim  of,  for  commutation  and  pay- 
ment of  a  warrant  for  money  alleged  to  have  been  iaiued  in  1787  -  -  -  874,  376 
Harden,  John,  colonel,  childran  of,  report  on  the  expediency  of  making  proviaion  for 

the  further  relief  of 168,164,166 

Hairia,  John,  lieutenant,  children  of,  report  on  their  claim  for  aeven  yeari'  half  pay  -  147,  148 
Harriaon,  Robert  Hanaon,  lieutenant  colonel,  children  of,  report  on  their  claima  for 

commutation  and  bounty  land  S83,  S24,  285,  226,  227,  SS8, 

229,  230,  267 

act  allowing  the  heira  of,  commutation    ...  96 

act  allowing  the  heira  o^  intereat  on  commutation  -  99 

Harriion,  John  P.,  C84>tain,  heirs  o(  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutation      -  •  481 

Hailet,  John,  colonel,  legal  repreaentativea  of^  rqport  on  their  claim  for  aeven  yeara' 

half  pay    -  -  -  -298,299 

act  for  the  relief  of    -  -  -  92 

Hazen,  Motes,  general,  report  on  the  memorial  and  remonatrance  of  -  -  166 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  executor  and  executrix  of  -  166 

legal  repreaentativea  o^  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  74 

legal  repreaentativea  o^  report  on  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

thereUefof         -  -  -  -  216,217,218,119 

executors  of,  report  on  the  claims  of      288,  239,  240,  241,  248,  248, 
244,  245,  246,  247,  248,  249,  250,  251,  252,  268,  264 
Helphenstine,  Peter,  major,  report  on  the  claima  of  the  heirs  o^  for  aeven  yeara*  half 

P*y -  -  846,  846 

act  for  the  relief  of  the  heira  of  -  -  -  -  606 

Hendricka,  William,  captain,  report  on  the  claim  of  the  heir  o£,  for  aeven  yetia*  half 

pay  and  bounty  land        -....-..  ^99 

Hilluy,  Signal,  lieutenant,  report  on  the  claim  of  the  heirs  ot,  for  commutation         -  269 

act  allowing  hia  legal  rq»eaentativea  commutation  and  in- 
tereat --.-«.  97 
other  heirs  of,  report  on  their  claim  for  dieir  proportion  of 
the  commutation  and  bounty  land  alleged  to  have  been 
improperly  given  to  Elizabeth  Magruder,  aa  theaole 

„  ,  ,..****' ^68,  469,  470 

Hogan,  Jamea,  general,  heirs  o(  report  on  their  claim  to  bounty  land  -  .  4i8 

Holcombe,  John,  captain,  heirs  o(  report  on  their  claim  for  commutation      -  -  414 

Honeywell,  Israel,  heira  o^  report  on  their  claim  for  property  deatroyed         -  -  410 

Hopkina,  David,  colonel,  legal  repreaentativea  o(  report  on  claim  o(  for  commntation  296 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  107 

Hopper,  John,  heirs  o(  report  on  the  claim  o^  for  property  deatroyed  -  -  441 

Hopper,  John  A.,  heira  o^  report  on  claim  o^  for  property  deatroyed  -  -  466,  457 

Hoapital  department  and  medical  ataff,  pay  and  eatabliahment  of       .  .  -      11,  12 

allowance  during  life,  in  lieu  of  half  pi^,  to  the  officeia  of       -         '  18 
-a         «    .     .         ^^®  ^*"*'  ^*  P*^*  ^^  ^"  ^  half  pay  for  life,  to  the  officeia  of  16 

Huger,  Benjamin,  major,  widow  oi,  report  on  claim  o^  for  aeven  yeara'  half  pay,     141,  %  *9 

act  for  the  relief  of       -  .  -  .  99 
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Page. 
Hmlbuty  George,  captain,  legal  repieaentatiTes  of^  report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation 

and  bounty  land  •  -  -       156,  167,  158 

report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation  -  277,  278 

act  allowing  their  claim  for  commutation       >  103 

act  allovdng  claim  of,  for  interest  on  cancelled 

certificates  ....  106 

r. 

Intoreaty  provision  for  the  payment  o(  on  balances  due  to  certain  States         -  -^  37 

provisions  for  the  payment  of,  on  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  States        -  41 

provisions  for  the  payment  o^  on  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States     42,  48,  44 

compend  and  synopsis  of  the  legislation  of  Congress  on  revolutionary  claims 

to,  showing  the  cases  in  which  interest  has  been  allowed,  and  in  which  it 

has  not  been  allowed,  at  various  periods  108,  109,  110,  111,  112,  113,  114, 

116,  116,  117,  118 
under  the  funding  system*  explanation  in  regard  to  the  computation  of       -  118 

reports  in  relation  to  claims  for,  and  allowances  o^  by  the  Register  of  the 

Treasury 114,  116,  116,  117 

opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  respecting,  in  reference  to  special  acts  allow- 
ing commutation,  without  mentioning  interest    -  -  -  -116,116 
reports  and  acts  in  lelation  to  special  cases,  and  names  of  persons  connected 

therewith,  interspersed  alphabetically, 
indents  o(  provisions  in  relation  to  -  -  -  -      62,  63,  64,  65 

Irish,  Nathaniel,  captain  artillery  artificers,  heirs  o(  report  on  their  daim  for  commu- 
tation     -.---.----  448,  444 
Irwin,  Henry,  colonel,  children  o^  report  on  claim  o^  for  seven  years'  half  pay  -  847 

act  for  their  relief  ....  506 

Ish,  Christian,  legal  representatives  o^  report  on  their  claim  for  payment  of  a  certifi- 
cate issued  in  1780  -  -  -  280,  281 
act  for  the  relief  of    -            -            -  -  78 


Jacobs,  Benjamin,  report  on  claim  of,  for  pajrment  of  lost  loan-office  certificates         -  288 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  -  -       >     78 

Jacobs,  John  J.,  lieutenant,  act  for  the  relief  of        .....  99 

Jackson,  William,  major,  heirs  o(  report  on  claim  of,  for  revolutionary  services        -  429 

Jett,  Thomas,  report  on  claim  o(  for  payment  of  loan-office  certificates  -  -  392,  398 

Johnston,  Robert,  Dr.,  executors  o^  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  lost  loan-of- 
fice certificates  ....  I86,  187 

act  for  the  relief  of         -  -  -  -  71 

Johnston,  William,  captain,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation      ...  408 

Johnson,  Crawford,  soldier,  report  on  claim  of,  for  a  duplicate  of  a  lost  land  warrant  601 

act  for  the  relief  of        -  -  -  -  -  506 

Johonnot,  William,  assistant  apothecary,  heirs  and  representatives  of,  report  on  claim 

o^  fbr  commutation    -  499,  500 

actfortherdiefof         -  506 

Jonas,  Samuel,  captain,  hairs  o^  report  on  daim  of,  for  commutation  -  -  863,  364 

Jordan,  John,  captain  artHlery  artificers,  report  on  claim  Oi,  for  commutation      121,  122,  i28 

legal  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of^  for  commutation  -  865, 

366,  367,  868 
Jooett,  Bobert,  Uentanant,  representatives  of,  act  allowing  commutation        -  106 

K. 

Keene,  Samuel  Y.,  surgeon's  mate,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation      -         462, 

46S,  464,  465,  466 
Kennedy,  Samuel,  surgeon,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  0^  for  seven  years'  half  pay      -  255 

King,  Henry,  commissary,  report  on  claim  o^  for  money  due  on  accounts     -  488 

Knighty  John,  surgeon's  mate^  act  allowing  him  commutation,  with  interest  99 

Knowlton,  Thomas,  colonel,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  o(  for  seven  years'  half  pay    -  351,  862 
KosciuakOb  general,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  accounts  of  156,  156 
act  directing  the  interest  on  a  final-settlement  certificate  to  be 
paid  him      .......  66 

65 
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L. 

Lands  in  the  Western  territory,  ordinances  for  the  disposal  of  -  -  -      81,  tS' 

miUtary  bounty,  provided  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line  of 
the  army  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      20,  51 

military  bounty,  locations  of  100-acre  tracts  authorized  .  .  .  8S 

Langboume,  Willliam,  major,  report  on  claim  of  representatives  of,  for  commutation  409 

Lapdey,  Samuel,  representatives  oi,  act  for  their  relief  ....  67 

Lee,  Solomon  J.  ensign,  report  on  claim  of,  on  account  of  revolutionary  services        -  458,  46^ 
L'Eaumont,  viscompte,  report  on  the  claim  of  -  -  -  -  -  604 

Ledyard,  Isaac,  surgeon,  act  allowing  him  commutation,  with  interest,  and  directing 

a  revision  of  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  .  .  -  .  -100,  10  f 

Leiper,  Thomas,  act  for  the  relief  of  ---...  66 

Leitch,  Andrew,  major,  children  of,  report  on  their  claim  for  seven  years*  half  pay     -  188,  18^ 

act  for  the  relief  of         -  -  -  -  91 

Levacher  de  Van  Brun,  John,  widow  o(  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation,  -  407,  40^ 

Lewis,  George,  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  destroyed  final-settlement  certifi- 
cates      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  181,  182,  188,  184 

Lewis,  William,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  of  the  heirs  of,  for  seven  years*  half  pay  483 

Lic^tfoot,  Philip,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  of  the  heir  of,  for  commutation  -  469,  460 

Limitation,  statutes  of,  widows  and  orphans'  claims  barred  by,  suspended  for  two  years 

from  March,  1792  -  -  -  -  -  60 

act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  persons  under 

particular  circumstances,  barred  by  -  -  -  60 

act  relative  to  claims  not  barred  by,  and  which  have  not  been 

already  adjusted    ---...  61 

operations  of,  in  regard  to  the  time  for  presenting  claims  for 
destroyed  certificates   of  certain  descriptions,    extended   to 
June,  1795  -  -  -  -  -  -      61,  62 

operations  of,  in  relation  to  loan-office  and  final-settlement  cer- 
tificates and  indents  of  interest,  suspended  for  two  yean 
from  April,  1818,  and  further  suspension  o(  by  the  act  of 
May  7,  1822,  and  final  suspension  of,  for  four  yean  by  the 
actof  July  14,  1882  -  -  -  .  -64,65 

reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  expediency  or  inexpedi- 
ency of  excepting  from  the  operation  of,  certain  claims         158,  159, 

160,  161,  162,  163 
report  of  committee  in  relation  to  claims  barred  by,  that  ought 

to  bo  paid  ----..  166,  167 

report  of  committee  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  repealing 
or  suspending  the  operation  of       -  -  .  -  170,  171 

Livingston,  Richard,  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Canadian  refugee,  hein  of^  report  on 

claim  o^  to  land  under  the  act  of  April  7,  1798    -  274»  275 
authorizing  a  grant  of  land  to  -  -  .  88 

M. 

Madison,  William,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutation  -  445 

Mandeville,  John,  report  on  claim  of,  for  property  destroyed  .  409,  410 

Marks,  John,  captain,  report  on  the  claim  of  the  hein  of,  for  commutatian  -  862 

Maxwell,  James,  soldier,  report  on  claim  of^  for  bounty  land  .  .  460 

McClary,  Andrew,  mi^or,  report  on  the  claim  of  the  widow  o£,  for  seven  yean'  half 

pay  -.-.-..  147 

McClelland,  John,  lieutenant,  hein  o(  report  on  claim  of;  for  seven  yean'  half  p^r   445,  446 
legal  representatives  of,  act  for  the  relief  of  >  506 

McCormick,  Geoige,  captain,  hein  of,  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutatbn  -  456 

McCIung,  James,  jepresentatives  o(  act  for  the  relief  of  -  69 

McCready,  Robert,  report  on  claim  o^  for  compensation  for  revolutionary  services      -  434 

McDowell,  John,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  ci,  for  commutation  -  -  365,  356 

Mcliibboney,  Pttrick,  legal  representatives  o(  act  allowing  them  conunntation  -      75,  76 

McHatton,  John,  captain,  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  uf,  for  commutation      -  447,  448, 

449,  450,  461,  462,  468,  464,  456 
Melntire,  Thomas,  captain,  act  allowing  him  commutation         -  -  -  98 

McKewen,  Michael,  act  for  the  relief  of  ....  69 
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Meade,  Everard,  captain,  legal  repTesentativea  of,  report  on  daim  of,  for  commuta- 
tion -  .      -  269,  270,  271 
act  for  the  relief  of       -  -  104 
report  on  the  claim  of,  for  interest  on  commutation             -          402 
for  additional  commutation  pay   for 
the  rank  of  major,  instead  of  cap- 
tain            -                -                -          484 
Middleton,  Theodore,  lieutenant,  report  in  favor  of  his  daim  for  commutation          -          416 

report  reversing  the  former  decision  oh  the  claim  of  490 

Minor,  Thomas,  captain,  report  on  claim  oi,  for  commutation    -  -  .  267,  268 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  104 

Milling,  Hugh,  captain,  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  r  447,  448 

Moore,  Willard,  major,  children  of,  report  on  their  claim  for  seven  years*  half  pay     -  147 

Moore,  James,  hrigadier  general,  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  .         ,       .  92 

Moore,  James,  captain,  report  on  the  claim  of,  for  property  destroyed        -  -  476,  477 

Moffit,  John,  colonel,  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  a  loan-office  certificate  -  219 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -   .  -  -  -  72 

Morfit,  Henry,  lieutenant,  heiw  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation      -  -  417 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  506 

Morris,  Richard  G.,  act  for  the  relief  of      -----  74 

Motte,  Charles,  major,  widow  and  children  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  seven  years*  half 

pay  -  -  -  142,  148 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  89 

Murray,  John,  representative  of  Dr.  Henry  Murray,  act  authorizing  the  payment,  with 

interest,  of  loan-office  certificates  -----  66 

N. 

Nash,  Francis,  brigadier  general,  legal  representatives  of,  act  for  the  relief  of  -  91 

Nelson,  William,  colonel,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation     •  -  425,  426 

Noyes,  Wadleigh,  lieutenant,  children  of,  report  on  claim  of,   for  seven  years'  half 

pay  -  -  -  141,  142.  143 

Icg^  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of,   for  seven 

years*  half  pay       -  -  -  -  426,  426 

O. 

Officers  of  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry,  provost,  and  engineers,  pay  of  -  7,  8,  9,  10 

all  to  be  commissioned  by  Congress.     (Sec  resolves  of  September  16,  1776.) 
half  pay  for  seven  years  to  -  -  -  -  -9,  12 

half  pay  for  life  to  -  -  -  -  -  12 

five  years*  full  pay  to,  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  for  life      -  -  -      14,  IS 

general,  resolutions  of  Slst  October,  1780,  intended  to  apply  to     -  -  12 

who  retired  under  the  resolve  of  Dec.  31,  1781,  entitled  to  five  years*  full  pay  16 

supernumerary,  prior  to  the  3d  October,  1780,  entitled  to  one  year's  extra  pay 

and  bounties  in  land         -  -  -  -11 

exchanged  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  not  continued  in  service, 

one  year's  extra  pay  to       -  -  -  -  11 

under  the  resolves  of  October  21,  1780,  promised  half  pay  for 
life,  which  was  subsequently  commuted  for  five  years*  full 
pay  -  -  -  -  -       12,  15 

of  the  hospital  department  and  medical  stafi^  pay  and  establishment  of  -      11,  12 

allowance  to,  in  lieu  of  half  pay 

for  life  -  13,  14,  15 

certain,  report  on  their  claims  for  half  pay  and  commutation  -  -  16 

artillery  artificers,  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  committees'  of  Con- 
gress, on  their  daims  for  commutation  -  -  120,  121,  122,  123  - 
certain  surviving,  reports  of  committees  of  Congress,  for  the  relief  of        178,  191,  196,  \ 

201,  204,  206 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  act  of  May  15,  1828,  allowing  tbcm  full  pay 

iorUfe        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  17 

of  the  Virginia  State  line  and  navy,. act  of  July  5,  1882,  authorizuig  the  liqui- 
dation and  payment  of  their  claims  -  -  -'  -  18 
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Olney,  Jotepb^  captain  navy,  heir  of,  report  on  claim  oi^  on  account  of  rerolntioDaiy 

■ervioefl  --..--  -  417 

Ordinance  of  Congress  for  disposing  of  lands  in  the  Western  territoiy  to  the  ofikers 

and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  -  .  -  -  tt 

fupplementaiT,  directing  the  issue  of  warrants  for  military  bounty  lands    -  11 

of  Congress  for  the  settJement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 

and  individual  States  .  .  .  .  se,  27,  t8 

Overstreft,  John  H.,  captain,  heirs  o(  report  on  claim  o^  for  commutatiQii  -  417 


Pannil,  Joseph,  lieutenant  colonel,  act  allowing  him  commutation  -  -  93 

Parker,  Moses,  colonel,  widow  o^  report  on  claim  o(  for  seven  years*  half  pay  -  147 

Parkerson,  James,  heirs  ot,  report  on  claim  of,  for  seven  years'  half  pay     -  -  297,  298 

act  for  the  relief  of  ....  92 

Pay,  monthly,  of  the  field,  stafi^  and  other  officers,  and  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 

army  -  -  -  -  -  7,  8,  9,  10 

of  a  brigadier  of  cavalry  ....  9 

one  year's  extra,  to  supernumerary  officers  .... 

to  the  men  who  enlisted  for  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war    -  9 

five  years'  full,  to  officers  of  the  line,  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  for  life  previously 

promised  -  -  -'  -  -  14 

to  chaplains,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  staff, 
how  to  be  settled      -----  16 

depreciation  of  original,  of  the  line  of  the  army,  to  be  made  good        -  -      18,  14 

arrears  o^  or  other  emoluments  in  the  army  and  navy  of  the  Revolution,  report  re- 
specting .....  151,  162,  153 
Peck,  John,  act  directing  the  payment  of  certain  final-settlement  certificates  -      76,  77 

of  arrears  of  interest  on  do.  -  -  80 

Pell,  Joseph  Simon,  surgeon  navy,  heirs,  report  on  claim  of        -  -  -  485 

Perrit,  Peter,  captain,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation         ...  158,  154 
Pettuau  Samuel  O.,  lieutenai^t,  heir  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  -  869 

Piatt,  William,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation         -  -  439,  440 

Piggott,  James,  captain,  representaives  of,  report  on  the  claim  of  -  -  486,  486 

Pomeroy,  Grove,  legal  representatives  of^  report  on  their  claim  for  payment  of  lost  cer- 
tificates ...  382,  283 
act  for  the  relief  of     -  -  -  80 
Power,  Alexander,  captain  artillery  artificers,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation        120,  121, 

122,  123 
Preflcott,  Joseph,  surgeon,  act  allowing  him  commutation  ...  506 

Price,  William,  lieutenant,  act  allowing  him  commutation         -  -  -  96 

act  allowing  his  widow  interest  on  commutation  -  102 

Prior,'  Abner,  surgeon's  mate,  heirs  o^  report  on  claim  of^  for  commutation  -  468 

Pugh,  William,  heirs  o(  report  on  claim  of,  for  property  destroyed  -  431,  432,  433,  434 

Ptucell,  Henry  D.,  heirs  o(  report  on  their  claim  for  commutation  -  -  467 

Purvis,  James,  captain,  representatives  o(  report  on  their  claim  for  commutation  852 

Q. 

Quarles,  Philip,  administrator  o^  report  on  the  claim  of  -  -  -  337,  838 

(juarles,  WhaiioB,  administrator  o^  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  506 

See  also  case  of  Philip  Quarles. 

R. 

Rayner,  Frederick,  report  on  claim  of,  for  property  taken  for  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment ....---  281 
Reddick,  William,  colonel,  report  on  claim  for  property  destroyed             -           342,  343,  844 
Refugees,  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  act  for  the  relief  of              -                -                -      82,  83 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretaiy  and  Comptroller  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  -  -  -  -  83,  84,  85 

acta  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for      -  -  -      85,  86 

act  of  March,  1804,  reviving  and  continuing  in  force  the  former  acts  for  the 

term  of  two  years  -  -  -  -  -  86 

act  of  February  24,  1810,  further  to  provide  for,  limited  to  two  yean  -      86,  87 
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Refugees,  q>Kttl  actof  April  88»  1812,  for  Hm  ntief  of  certain  nanad       -  -     87,  88 

Richard  Livingston,  heirs  o^  special  act  granting  them  land       -  -  88 

Reports.     See  names  and  cases  to  which  diey  refer,  alphahetic^lly  arranged. 
Rioe,  George,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  oi\  their  claim  fbr  commutation        -  •  478,  479 

Ricfadundson,  William,  colonel,  heirs  of,  report  on  their  claim  for  commutation  •  428 

Riker»  Abraham,  captain,  widow  of,  reports  on  claim  o^  for  seven  years*  half  pay       -  148,  287 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  •  -  90 

Roberts,  Owen,  colonel,  widow  and  orphans  of,  report  on  their  claim  for  seven  years' 

half  pay       -  -  -  1S9,  140 

act  for  &e  relief  of  -  -  89 

Roberts,  John,  major,  report  on  claim  of  for  commutation  ...  256,  257 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  ->  -  -  97 

Robinson,  Zephar,  soldier,  report  on  claim  of,  for  ^unty  land  -  -  479,  480 

Rochambeau,  marshal,  heirs  of,  report  on  daim  of,  for  his  revolutionary  services  396,  897, 

398,  399,  400,  401 
Royall,  William,  captain,  widow  and  heir  of,  report  on  their  claim  for  commutation    -  294,  295 

act  fbr  the  relief  of  -  -  105 

Rosswurm,  William,  lieutenant,  act  allowing  his  heirs  commutation  -  -  506 

Rutledge,  Thomas,  representatives  of,  report  on  daim  of,  for  payment  of  loan- office 

certificates  .......  483,  484 

8. 

Sampson,  Crocker,  lieutenant,  heirs  o(  report  on  claim  o^  for  a  duplicate  land  warrant  300 

Savage,  Joseph,  surgeon's  mate,  heirs  at,  report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation  -  467 

Scott,  John,  executor  of  Charles  Yates,  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  71 

Scrips  certificates  of,  to  issue  in  satisfiustion  of  military  land  warrants  granted  by  the 

State  of  Virginia,  and  by  the  United  States  for  revolutionary  services  -  23,  24,  25 

Shubrick,  Richard,  captain,  heirs  o(  report  on  claim  of,  for  seven  years'  half  pay  142,  143,  415 

Shurley,  Bennett,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  for  renewal  of  lost  land  warrant    -  416,  417 

Slaughter,  Philip,  captain,  report  on  claim  o^  for  commuUtion  -    210,  211,  212,  218,  214 

act  for  the  relief  of  .....  94 

report  on  the  petition  of  -  -  -  -  230,  231 

act  repealing  a  proviso  in  a  former  act  for  his  relief  -  96 

act  allowing  him  interest  on  commutation  -  -  102 

Smith,  William  T.,  executor  of  Samuel  Richards,  report  on  claim  o^  for  payment  of 

loan-office  certificates        .......  330,  340 

Smith,  William  Hooker,  surgeon's  mate,  representatives  o^  report  on  claim  for  com- 
mutation     -  -  855 
act  for  the  relief  of        -          506 
Smith,  Larkin,  captain,  report  on  the  daim  of  the  heirs  of,  for  commutation   •               438,  439 
Smith,  Ballard,  captain,  representatives  of,  report  on  daim  for  commutation  -            -          434 
Smith,  Nathan,  surgeon's  mate,  widow  of,  report  on  daim  of,  for  commutation          •          485 
Snead,  Charles,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  on  daim  of,  for  commutation            •               354,  355 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  506 

Snow,  Aaron,  act  for  the  relief  of     -  -  -  •  -  -  75 

Soper,  Amasa,  captain,  heirs  oi,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  -       490,  491,  492 

Spitfathom,  John,  ensign,  act  allowing  him  commutation      '  :  ~  '  ^^^ 

Spotswood,  John,  captain,  heirs  oS,  report  on  daim  o^  for  commutation        -  480,  481 

Staples,  John,  report  on  daim  of,  for  payment  of  final-settlement  certificates  -  -  178 

Stark,  Caleb,  lieutenant,  act  allowing  him  commutation  and  bounty  land       -  -  94 

Stayner,  Roger,  c^>tain,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  -  424,  425 

Steuben,, Baron^  general,  report  on  daim  for  further  allowances  124,  125,  126,  127,  128, 

129,  130,  131,  132,  133,  134,  135,  136 
Stirling,  Lord,  general,  widow  of,  report  on  claim  for  seven  years*  half  pay    -  137,  138 

trustees  of  the  estate  of  the  widow  of,  report  on  the  claim  of, 

for  payment  of  a  certificate  for  depreciation  of  pay       289,  290,  291, 

292,  293,  294 
trustees  of  the  estate  of  the  widow  of,  act  for  the  relief  of        -      80,  81 
Stoddert,  Benjamin,  captain,  report  on  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of        -  -  -  489 
Stubbs,  John  S.,  report  on  Uie  claim  o(  for  the  revolutionary  services  of  his  ancestor  504 
Sudler,  Thomas  E.,  and  others,  report  on  the  daim  of,  for  payment  of  loan-office  cer- 
tificates     -            -       370,371,372 

Summers,  Simon,  lieutenant,  report  on  daim  of,  for  commutation      -  -  395,  306 
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Sumpter,  Thomas,  genertl,  ion  and  heir  ot,  report  on  the  oleim  o(  for  the  peyuent  of 

loan-office  oertificatea         .....--      394, 395,S96 

Surgeons'  matoa,  allowance  of  commutation  to,  recommended.     (See  report  of  the 

Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Y.  Keene)  462, 468, 464, 

465,466 

T. 

Taylor,  John  Brickwood,  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -       75, 76 

Taylor,  John,  lieutenant,  administrator  of^  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutation  279,  %80 

representatives  o(  act  for  the  relief  of         -  -  -  106 

Taylor,  Thornton,  ensign,  representatives  o(,  report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation  297 

act  for  the  relief  of       -  -  -  106 

Taylor,  Charles,  surgeon's  mate,  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation  SCO 

Taylor,  Francis,  colonel,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  •  -  363 

Teas,  William,  comet,  heirs  ot,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  -  281,  282 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  -  103 

Thayer,  Simeon,  major,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of       -  -  140 

Thomas,  John,  captain,  report  on  the  claim  of,  for  commutation        ...  260 

act  granting  him  commutation  -  -  -  -  100 

Thomas,  John,  general,  heirs  of^  report  on  claim  o(  for  bounty  land  ...  379 

Thompson,  John,  captain,  report  on  petition  uf^  for  reimbursement  of  advances,  dtc.      167,  168 
Thornton,  John,  colonel,  widow  of^  report  on  claim  of^  for  commutation        >  260,  261 

representatives  of,  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  100 

Thornton,  -Presley,  captain,  heirs  o^  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation      -  -  377 

Tipton,  Abraham,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of^  for  commutation        -  427,  428 

Torrey,  Joseph,  major,  heirs  of^  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  •      284,  265,  286 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  -  103 

Towns,  John,  lieutenant,  representatives  of^  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation         -  461 

Tracy,  Nathaniel,  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  loan-office  certificates^    -  344,  346 

Triplett,  Thomas,  captain,  report  on  claim  of^  for  commutation  -         '   -  258,  259 

act  allowing  him  commutation     -  -  -  101 

heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of^  for  commutation  which  had 

been  fraudulently  obtained  by  others    •  -  420,  421 

Trueman,  Alexander,  major,  children  of,  report  on  the  expediency  of  making  fwther 

provision  for  the  relief  of  ......       ib3,  iS4,  165  , 

Turner,  Philip,  surgeon,  act  allowing  the  commutation  of  a  captain   -  -  -  93 

heirs  o(,  report  on  claim  of,  for  interest  on  commutation  338,  339 

V. 

Valkenburgh,  Bartholomew  J.  v.,  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  70 

Van  Campen,  Moses,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  -  -       4S1,  482,  483 

act  for  the  relief  of  .  _  .  -  sog 

Vause,  William,  captain,  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation        -  373 

Vawter,  William,  lieutenant,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation     -  -  256 

act  for  the  relief  of       -  -  -  -  -  96 

report  on  the  claim  of,  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life  un- 
der the  act  of  July  5,  1832,  instead  of  the  commutation 
pay  previously  allowed         -  -     301,  302,  303,  804,  806 

Vigo,  Francis,  colonel,  report  on  the  memorial  and  claims  of  -  -  -  3^5  to  387 

Virginia,  State  of,  act  to  provide  for  liquidating  and  paying  certain  claims  of,  also,  the 

half-pay  claims  of  her  State  line  and  navy  officers    -  -  -  18 

act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  her  State  line  and  navy 

in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  -  .  -  _  23,  24,  25 

quantities  of  land  appropriated  for  satisfying  the  military  bounty  land 

warrants  issued  by  -  -  -    '        -  -  -      24, 25 

report  on  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  of  July  5,  1 832,  in  relation 

to  judgments  against,  obtained  by  her  State-line  officers         -  470,  471 

w. 

Wagnon,  John  Peter,  lieucnant-heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  -  265 

act  for  the  reUef  of     -  -  -  -  -  101 
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Wallace,  Willianiy  lieutenant,  heirs  o^  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation      -  379,  380 

Wallace,  Thomas,  lieutenant,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation     -  -  271 

act  for  the  relief  of       -  -  -  -  -  105 

Walker,  Benjamin,  captain,  widow  of,  report  on  claim  o(  for  seven  years'  half  pay    -  147 

Warren,  Samuel,  captain,  act  allowing  him  commutation      -  -  -  -  606 

Ward,  Samuel,  reports  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  lost  final-settlement  certificates       188,  189, 

190,  191,  286,  237,  238 
acts  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  -  -      71,72 

Ward,  Ichahod,  report  on  the  claim  of,  for  payment  of  a  certificate  for  interest  -  231 

act  for  the  relief  of  -_-->.  74 

Watt,  Archibald,  report  on  claim  of,  for  payment  of  Treasury  certificates      .-  -  264 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  -  -  77 

Waters,  John,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  scrip*  on  Virginia  land  warrants  398,  394 

Wells,  Benjamin,  commissary,  report  on  claim  of,  on  account  of  revolutionary  ser- 
vices      ....  233,234,235,236 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  73 

Welsh, ,  captain  of  marines,  widow  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  seven  years*  half 

pay  -...--.---  166 

Wendel,  John  H.,  reports  on  claim  of,  for  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  May  15,  1828  221,  222,  254 
White,  William,  capiain,  widow  and  orphans  of,  report  on  claim  for  seven  years'  half 

pay      -  -  139,  140 

,  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  89 

White,  Tarpley,  captain,  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  373,  374 

White,  John,  lieutenant,  jepresentatives  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  373,  374 

White,  Anthony  Walton,  colone!,  widow  of,  report  on  claim  of  380,  381,  882,  383,  384, 

385,  386,  387,  388,  389,  390,  391 
representatives  of^  act  for  the  relief  of        -  -  -  6O6 

White,  Robert,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  -  477,  478 

Whittaker,  Ephraim,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation  *    -  -  -  275,  276 

act  allowing  him  commutation  as  a  captain        -  -  -  102 

WiUey,  Thomas,  captain  artillery  artificers,  report  on  claim  for  commutation  121,  122,  123 

Williams,  Daniel,  captain,  representatives  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation        444,  445 

act  for  the  relief  of      ...  506 

Williams,  William,  captain,  representatives  oj^  report  on  claim  for  commutation  503,  504 

Wilmot,  Robert,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  of,  for  commutation       -  -  278,  279 

act  for  the  relief  of         -  «  •  -  >  104 

Wilson,  John,  lieutenant,  hein  o(  report  on  claim  of,  for  seven  years'  half  pay  -  265 

act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  90 

Winston,  John,  captain,  heirs  o^  report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation  -  356,  357 

Wise,  Samuel,  major,  widow  and  children  of,  report  on  claim  o^  for  seven  years'  half 

pay  -  -  .       141, 142,  143 

act  for  the  relief  of        -  -  -  89 

Wishart,  Thomas,  lieutenant,  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutation      -  143,  144,  145,  146 

t  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  of,  for  do.       -  -  422, 423 

Witherell,  James,  ensign,  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutation  -  •  -  364 

act  for  the  relief  of  ....  .  606 

Woodson,  Tarlton,  major,  representatives  o^  report  on  claim  of,  for  balance  due  on 

accounts     ....  338 
report  on  claim  o^  for  commutation     -          419 
Wool,  Isaiah,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  ou  claim  for  commutation  and  bounty  land      -          486 
Wyoming  sufferers  and  surviving  descendants  of,  report  on  their  claims  for  compensa- 
tion          498,499 

y. 

Yancey,  Leighton,  captain,  heirs  of,  report  on  claim  o(  for  commutation       -  391, 392 

Yates,  George,  surgeon's  mate,  report  on  claim  oi;  for  commutation  -  -  460,  461 

Young,  Moses,  secretary  to  the  embassy  to  Holland,  report  on  claim  of;  for  salary  168, 169,  170 
Young,  Joseph,  h«irs  o^  report  on  claim  of,  for  property  destroyed     -  -      840,  341,  342 
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